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CHAPTER  L 

"  By  eimmtkm  sott  have  tm&m  m  ■  n 
So  tiMV  balaert  beoaoie  th»f  m  vera  brad; 
TIm  pmt  eondnuM  what  the  avfse  began, 
lad  Ckv  the  child  teporaa  oa  the  mm!** 

**  in  ferai  the  lead,  to  butentef  Me  e  praj 
Wheiioaealth  enii— iilitai  end  mea  decoy." 

TsB  fceptie  ny,  "man  doei eTerything  by omtom ; "  he  tfllniii, too,  thaihoaerty,  diilionestj, 
joitice  and  iijattioe,  are  but  namesy  attached  by  us  to  certain  actions,  aooording  to  the  educn- 
tion  we  hate  reoelTied. 

Education  and  eostom,  moat  assuredly,  hold  dominion  ov«r  man  ;  if  they  did  not,  hov 
coflld  It  happen  that  a  deed  which  In  one  country  Is  denounced  as  being  crindnal,  in  another 
state  brings  commendation  and  pecuniary  reward  to  the  individual  who  has  perpetrated  it  ? 
For  example,  in  the  Spartan  and  some  others  of  the  states  of  Mm  times,  theft,  when  ably 
achieved,  was  considered  so  highly  meritorious  and  honourable,  that  he  who  (Uke  the  brave 
Spartan  youth,  whose  bowels  were  torn  out  by  the  stolen  Ibi  he  held  under  his  frock)  died 
perseveriogly  denyb^  a  robbery  by  him  committed,  was  considered  as  having  been  a  henv  net 
only  meriting  the  admfavtion  of  hte  own  time,  but  also  worthy  of  having  his  fiune  tnnsmittad 
down  to  posterity  by  the  ablest  historians  among  Ms  applaading  eountrymen. 

In  modern  timM^  tlirougfaout  all  countries,  the  suooesefnl  robber  Is  applauded  for  hii 
masteriy  conduct  Tea  t  he  Is  rewarded  wHh  the  preadest  distinctions.  In  fine^  robbeiy 
Uads  to  great  wealth,  and,  under  monardiioal  governments^  owergrowm  wealth  ensures  arlito- 
cratac  rank  to  its  possessor,  which,  with  management,  is  made  to  yield  him  and  l^is  postori^ 
a  perpetuity  of  power  and  place,  at  the  suflbring  peopie*k  eipense. 

Td  inustrate  this  fltet,  scrutinize  bito  tin  long  list  of  arlstocratie  titles.  There  It  wfll  b« 
limndt  that,  with  few  exceptions,  these  honours  have  been  granted  to  the  sparioni  Issue  of 
royalty,  and  to  ungearing  plunderers,  some  of  them  mthlessiy  terrible  sUyers  of  their  fellow* 
men— others,  pradtitioners  of  the  law's  infemy,  or  else  robbess  of  the  state  they  were  paid 
to  serve ;— «  few,  periiaps,  owe  their  advancement  te  the  more  haiardoui^  yet  less  dishoiieil'y 
practices  of  gaming,  sycophancy,  and  usury. 

Those  ndUest  spirits  of  mankind,  the  abor^inal  trftea  of  North  American  Indians,  openly 
reward  the  bravely-daring  thief;  but  dvfliied  goveraments,  actuated  by  baser  prindpleik 
eovertly  render  tenfold  greater  services  to  the  very  vilest  of  thieves,  even  to  such  as  risk  nothing 
themselves,  but  cdld-heartedly  adndnister  to  the  law's  ImpositioBs  and  delays— to  men  who 
preside  over  courts,  where,  so  terrific  Is  the  iniquity  practised,  millions  of  money  are  annually 
pillaged  and  partitioned  out  among  harpies,  who  well  know  that  the  proper  owners  of  much  of 
that  wealth  are  incayserated  hi  prison,  or  else  Hngering  life  away  in  hopeless  pauperism. 

The  more  dispassionately  we  examine  into  the  sul^t,  the  better  shall  we  satisfy  ourselveg 
that  theft  is  not  thought  to  be  dishonourable  In  the  most  dvilixed  of  conotries.  The  crimen 
when  publicly  detected,  may  be  punished ;  but  that  is  only  in  ordinary  cases,  where  persona 
of  no  influence  are  the  criminals,  or  the  crime  itself  accords  not  with  the  views  of  men  in  power. 

To  exempt^  the  dssertion  Just  made^a  state  minister,  whose  administration  is  marked 
by  unnecessary  warfere,  the  grossest  public  rapine,  a  greedy  seizure  of  places  for  his  progeny, 
and  of  wastefel  peniions  for  the  partisans  of  corruption,  'usually  retires  from  officei  rewarded 
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with  an  adfinoed  title  and  a  large  grant  from  the  iraUic  pune,  instead  of  being  brought  to  a 
public \rial,  and  ignominioudjr  punished  for  his  in&mout  misdeeds. 

Then  again ;  that  man  who  joins  not  in  parliamentary  debate,  yet  is  (as  if  ironically) 
tanned  **  the  speaker,"  as  likeirise  lords— chancellors,  herds  of  ambassadors  (twenty  of  whom 
would  not  have  been  paid  equal  to  one  phytieian  by  the  Athenians,  who  valued  pubCc  men 
according  to  their  deserts)  and  other  enormously  overpaid  servants  of  the  state,  after  they 
have  realised  immense  fortunes  from  the  golden  showers  poured  on  them  at  the  nation's 
expense,  are  allowed  to  further  burden  it  by  getting  pensions  granted  for  themselves,  and  not 
unfirequently  for  their  wives,  children,  and  affinity.     Yet  as  these  abuses  are  imposed  on  the 
•tate  by  men  in  authority  over  it,  common  sense  is  so  outraged  to  meet  their  pleasure,  that 
they  are  not  denominated  and  considered  what  they  really  ought  to  be    so  many  infiunoua 
thefts. 

The  sceptic  must  be  correct  in  his  assertion  t  Honesty,  dishonesty,  justice  and  injustice* 
are  words  only,  which  the  great  bandy  about  at  pleasure^  and  attach  to  individuals  according 
to  their  success  in  life ;  were  they  otherwise,  the  incongruous  laws  of  civilized  states  would 
be  pronounced  barbarous  and  infamons. 

Justice,  as  she  is  administered,  sentences  to  death  the  poor  man  convicted  of  crime,  which 
the  great  employ  armies  to  perpetrate  ;  and  she  unhesitatingly  transpons  him  for  a  petty 
theft  to  a  distant  colony ;  thus  putting  the  community  to  great  expense,  and  punishing  it  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  guilty. 

Honesty  should  be  sought  after  at  the  fountain  head  of  justice  ;  and  here  is  a  specimen  of 
the  disinterestedness  of  the  fiUr  dame.  A  certain  court  of  chancery  tooli  charge  of  a  million 
of  money  bequeathed  to  its  care  by  a  superannuated  merchant,  to  accumulate  at  compound 
faiterest  for  half  a  century,  and  this  honest  oourt  charged  only  the  interest  upon  the  million 
during  the  lialf  century  for  abusing  the  trosL 

If  the  scales  of  justice  were  fairly  poised,  dishonesty  and  injustice  would  not  triumph  over 
humanity  and  right,  as  they  do  in  the  regulations  for  private  lunatic  asylums,  which  are  a 
cruel  mockery  of  human  liberty.  Any  sane  perpon  may  be  seized  and  incarcerated  for  life, 
to  serve  the  Interests  or  gratify  the  oudioe  of  another,  for  when  once  got  withhi  the  walls  of  a 
private  mad  house,  he  is  beyond  the  reach  of  juries  and  the  law. 

Unquestionably,  the  direetort  of  certain  public  companies  must  be  sceptics  to  the  heart's 
core.  They  cringe  to  get  themsdves  enplc^red  in  the  direction,  but  when  snugly  seated  there, 
bribe  the  most  compliant  of  the  law  tribe  to  assist  them  in  concocting  a  deed  of  settlement, 
of  a  nature  to  ensnara  the  other  proprietors  in  the  meshes  of  their  deadly  net.  They  put  the 
company  to  an  expense  for  costly  foasts,  at  which,  to  blind  the  uninitiated,  they  trumpet  forth 
So  set  speeches  the  praises  of  eaoh  other.  And  does  not  every  one  know  that  they  grant 
extravagant  salaries  to  the  partisans  whom  they  employ,  without  regard  to  their  qualifications. 
whDe  that  in  jobs  understood  only  by  themselves,  they  (like  a  prodigal  monarch,  throwing 
his  grievously  taxed  subjects'  money  anoog  a  mob  of  foreigners)  lavish  away  the  oompany's 
fhnds  right  and  left,  until  the  company  is  brought  to  a  state  of  insolvency  by  the  very  men 
employed  to  uphold  it  ?  ^ 

Yes  1  these  deeds,  and  many  more  such,  are  the  every-day  deeds  enacted  by  certain  directors ; 
yet,  like  the  assassins  of  the  arch-butcher  Cesar,  these  directors  are  all  of  them  "  honourable 
nenr' 

Assuredly,  the  words  honesty,  dishonesty.  Justice  and  injustice,  can  be  no  more  than  cant 
terms.  If  what  they  seemingly  represent  really  existed,  is  it  not  impossible  that  there  could 
be  any  exorbitantly  over-paid  bishops  1  For  who  in  the  shape  of  man,  having  the  two  best 
of  these  monitors  to  guide  him,  oonld  be  so  wickedly  degraded  as  to  preach  humility  and 
poverty,  while  himself  living,  bloated  with  pride,  and  distressing  an  eniitt  county  for  money 
to  uphold  his  princely  extravagance,  and  to  fund  or  purchase  more  than  a  princely  revenue  in 
land  for  his  posterity ! 

Should  unsophisticated  honesty  and  justice  rise  from  their  present  prostration  in  certain 
persecuted  kio^oms,  what,  in  their  hallowed  names,  would  become  of  their  bishops  ?  Poor 
wretched  saints ;  would  not  their  oonaoienoes  smite  them  I  Honesty  and  justice  would  advo- 
cate  the  clothing  of  soldiers  in  all  the  doth  a  munificent  nationgives  for  their  use  ;  not  curtail 
tbtdrgsumeatM  to  enrich  honourable  general  officers  with  the  tailor-like  spoil,  and  gloss  over 


MEMOIRS  OF  ANDREW  WINPBNNY.  6 

the  trtimctkm  liy  teru^nf  the  prioe  paid  for  the  overplus  olbth— their  off-reokonlngt  1  Nor 
woold  honesty  aod  justice  consent  to  burthen  a  people,  by  making  them  pay  three  general 
oflkers  for  each  of  thdr  regiments,  and  an  admiral  for  every  one  of  their  ships. 

Honesty  and  justice  would  condense  the  laws  of  a  country,  and  thereby  do  away  with  the 
great  cause  of  lawsuits.  Honesty  and  justice  would  abolish  iniquitous  corn-laws,  which  cause 
the  toiling  mnhitude  to  eat  their  bread  at  twofold  its  proper  price,  that  a  tax  of  thirty  millions 
of  pounds  may  be  levied  to  uphold  landholders,  who,  as  honest  men,  should  themsdves  repu- 
diate the  inhmouM  monopoly ;  and  it  is  the  imperious  duty  of  legislators,  however  heavily  they 
may  tax  the  mprotected,  to  fiicilttate  their  obtaining  that  emential  to  life  and  great  boon  of 
the  Almighty— their  daily  bread.  Honesty  and  justice  would  make  the  judge  blush  at  sitting 
in  the  seat.of  judgment  until  his  salary  had  been  reduced  to  less  than  one>thkd  part  of  what 
this  luounary  of  inconsistency  now  receives. 

The  whole  of  Europe,  the  republics  of  Switzerland  alone  exempted,  affords  incontrovertible 
testimony,  that,  as  far  as  two  of  these  qualities  are  conoemed,  the  soeptic  is  not  mistaken  in 
the  opinion  he  has  advanced ;  therefore,  should  honesty  and  justice  be  sought  after,  it  is  either 
in  Switzerland,  or  in  some  happy  republic  across  the  Atlantic,  where  they  are  to  be  found. 

We,  however,  have  numerous  casuists,  who,  contrary  to  the  sceptic's  opinion  of  the  reality 
of  these  qualities,  boldly  assert,  that  dishonesty  and  injustice  have  taken  up  their  permanent 
abode  with  ni^  and  that  they  shine  forth  in  all  trades  and  professions ;  in  evidence  of  which, 
they  insist  on  it,  that  he  who  cheau  with  most  effect  is  the  best  craftsman  ;  while  that  religion 
itsdf  is  made  a  trade  of,  wherein  the  grossest  impostors  are  the  most  successful  professors. 
In  a  word,  these  learned  casuists  and  the  sceptic  are  at  variance  on  every  point ;  but  philo- 
sophy whispers,  that  there  may  be  much  sound  truth  in  both  their  opinions ;  and  that  to  bring 
about  a  wholesome  reformation  of  errors  and  abuses,  it  is  necessary  to  expose  and  attack  bad 
institutions,  establishments,  and  manners ;  for  is  it  not  a  law  of  the  moral  world  that  what  is  at 
once  seen,  despised,  and  laughed  at,  never  long  endures  ?  Therefore,  leaving  the  generous  reader 
to  tnnn  hb  own  judgment  on  my  character  by  the  following  memoirs,  wherein  every  particular, 
however  detrimental  to  my  fame,  shall  be  related  with  candour,  I  proceed  to  their  relation, 
flrrt  briefly  observnig,  in  extenuation  of  my  faults  and  of  those  of  my  associates,  that  the 
enlightened  Jesuit  maintains,  that  **  education  moulds  the  coosdenoe,  and  crime  cannot  be 
greater  than  the  oontoience  makes  it.** 

CHAPTER   II. 

The  ftMlod  ef  g  to  oMriiet  SMt 

Will  paM  iU  most«r  w«11« 
ProTided  that,  by  MnidoQt, 

We  do  not  brook  the  obaU."  « 

*'  The  <#or1d1y  priest,  to  roort  an  equipage,  , 

Iiuzurioaa  feed,  and  fill  hie  sUken  purae. 
In  legal  atnfe  too  often  will  engage 

For  titbca  or  duet,  which  gaiiM  him  many  s  curse.** 

PaiDV  is  more  costly  to  many  persons  than  hunger,  cold,  and  clothing. 

Sensible  as  I  feel  of  this  truth,  I  shall  strenuously  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  so  worthless  an 
attendant ;  for  that  the  stately  dame  accompanies  me  everywhere  I  have  good  reasons  for 
believing,  inasmuch  u  I  perceive  her  to  be  a  shadow-Iike  con^panion  to  nearly  the  whole  of  my 
aoquaiotanees. 

^o  prove  myself  sincere  in  my  professions,  I  shall,  in  penning  these  my  Memoirs,  pay  the 
strictest  possible  regard  to  truth  ;  and,  however  incredible  the  circumstance  may  appear  to  high- 
minded  aristocratic  personages,  so  far  gain  the  victory  over  pride  as  to  waive  those  pretensions 
to  exalted  parentage  which  many  persons  in  ray  situation  would  build  largely  upon. 

To  be  brief,  then,  I  have  strong  grounds  for  being  satisfied  as  to  the  identity  of  my  parents 
on  the  maternal  side ;  and,  however  mortifying  this  moiety  of  information  may  be  to  the  pride 
attendant  on  many  possessors  of  ancient  titles,  assuredly  it  is  all  roan  can  rest  auured  of  on  this 
aide  of  the  grave. 

The  good  woman,  Diana  Winpenny,  who  fed  and  clothed  me  until  I  had  entered  into  my 
nineteenth  year,  invariably  called  me  her  child  ;  and  as  she  was  not  in  easy  circumstances  in 
life,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  believing  she  would  have  performed  those  parental  djoiUA&V^^  \fii^ 
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without  an  adequate  reward,  had  I  not  really  been  her  offiq>rlnp,  ivhiW  that  ihe  never  reeei? ed 
any  pecmtery  remaneration  on  my  aocoont  it  quite  certain.  However,  ai  it  is  in  the  lino  of 
possibility  that  I  may  leave  legitimate  imat  b^nd  me,  who,  to  fabricate  another  pedigree  for 
onr  family,  may  be  deslrout  of  traeiiig  out  my  descent,  I  ghall  now  publicly  avow  that  I  have 
i-epeatedly  heard  the  well  known  aocoacheur  who  ushered  me  into  the  world,  as  also  two  aged 
dames  who  were  present  in  Diana's  chamber  at  the  time  of  her  delivery,  solemnly  declare  me 
to  be  truly  and  indisputably  her  own  offspring. 

My  parentage  is  fiir  from  being  flattoing  to  pride;  yet  it  may  be  worthy  of  observation  heve^ 
to  show  the  great  uBcertaSnty  attached  to  heraldic  honours,  that  had  Diana  Wlapenny  been  the 
eldest  sister  of  aiding  ef  Madagascar,  faiateadof  a  poor  countryman's  wifSe,  which  she  was  at  the 
period  of  my  birth,  I  should,  though  UlegiUasately  begotten,  as  her  firat-bom  son,,in  due  coune 
of  inheritance  have  been  entitled  to  wear  the  crown  of  Madagascar.  Unfortunately,  however, 
poor  Diana,  my  mother,  although  sIm  was  less  depraved  than  are  many  exalted  ladies,  well  known 
to  fiune,  in  every  dime  and  oouotry  of  our  world,  yet  was  not  so  chaste  a  ciuu-acter  as  the 
sylvan  goddess,  her  namesake^  is  represeBted  to  have  been.  Indeed,  to  oonfiBSS  tlie  unwelcome 
truth,  she  had  beenf  sedooed  Into  aumerous  Uaitoni  previous  to  the  epoch  when  slie  committed 
the  most  egregkms  act  of  folly  die  was  gttHty  of  in  the  whole  course  of  her  existence— namely, 
that  of  marrying  a  poor  distressed  man. 

The  Diana  from  whom  I  claim  desoent  passed  away  most  of  her  jufenUe  years  as  one  of  tliat 
dependent  dass  of  people  said  to  be  the  peculiar  favourites  of  heaven,  ^he  was  numbered 
among  those  whom  holy  writ  assores  as  ^to  give  to  is  to  lend  to  the  Lord;"  that  light-hearted 
tribe  who  are  stadioasly  shuBBed  by  the  great,  but,  happily  for  themselves,  set  all  the  learned 
«omisellorB  of  the  law  at  deftance,  and  triumphantly  laugh  at  their  wfly  tricks  and  quibbles ;  in 
•hoit,  Diana  was  a  vagrant— «  oomnon  beggar,  who  possessed  neltlier  goods  nor  money  to  serve 
as  lures  to  those  Insatiate  sharks.  Her  parents,  too,  and  their  aBoeitors»  fora  oeotury  or  more» 
Imd  likewise  been  mendicants. 

Abeggarghrl,  however,  when  die  happens  to  be  pretty,  may  beoome  an  object  of  admiratien 
4o  exaked  personage  of  the  opposite  sex ;  and  provided  her  cunning  eqaab  her  beauty,  there 
ii  BO  oalealaring  to  what  pinnacle  of  grandeur  the  little  upstart  may  climb  her  way. 

To  pass  4M«r  the  daef  of  her  eariy  youth,  about  the  period  of  her  attahiiag  her  fourteenth 
year,  my  mother's  charms  found  favour  with  a  certain  edebrated  tragie  actor  on  the  Louden 
boards,  who,  after  having  given  her  some  neeevary  instructions  in  the  mysteries  of  his  profession, 
kindly  procured  her  an  engagement  at  the  theatre  to  which  he  belonged ;  and  but  from  this 
Jiind  of  interest.  It  is  too  well  known  that  no  songstress  nor  actress  can  ever  justly  hope  for 
success. 

The  flowei^  path  of  pleuure,  laying  as  it  now  did  before  her,  the  young  gipsy,  for  such  she 
had  recently  been,  frisked  and  wantoned  so  extremdy  to  her  heart's  delight,  that  the  goddess 
her  namesake  could  scarce  have  tripped  along  the  sylvan  greensward  more  lightly  than  my 
parent  daily  tripped  to  and  from  the  greenroom  of  the  theatre  at  which  she  exhibited  her  fair 
person  in  performance  as  one  of  the  daughters  of  Thalia.  Unfortunatdy,  however,  although 
dangers  are  to  be  encountered  in  every  state  of  life,  none  other  perhaps  is  so  replete  with  them 
to  the  virtue  of  fair  woman  as  the  life  of  an  actress ;  for  actresses  are  looked  upon  as  fair  game 
for  every  debauchee,  while  to  the  theatre  it  is  that  the  most  unprincipled,  debauched,  and 
heartless  of  them  resort 

To  teU  the  many  ordeal^  her  virtue  was  exposed  to,  and  where  Diana  triumphed  or  when 
she  fell,  I  shall  not  attempt,  as  the  narrative  would  prove  too  voluminous  for  my  memdirs ; 
besides,  there  are  certain  book-making  personages  in  the  community,  who  pretend  to  be  minutely 
'xraversant  with  the  private  history  and  adventures  of  every  recently-deceased  person,  any 
4ray  remarkable  for  relaxiity  of  morals,  or  other  notoriety ;  and  charity  forbids  that  I  should 
deprive  one  of  these  enterprising  scribblers  of  the  fruitfiil  opportunity  which  Diana  Winpcnny's 
conduct  as  an  actress  may  kfford  him  for  earning  additional  literary  fame,  as  well  as  for  goioing 
lim  more  bread. 

I^  however,  the  reader  of  these  pages  should  deem  me  remiss  for  not  bringing  to  his  notice 

more  of  the  fiux  poM  committed  by  my  maternal  parent  than  what  I  consider  it  necessary  to 

touch  upon,  I  must  appeal  to  his  phiUmthropy,  and  request  of  him  to  make  allowaace  for  the 

/eeJk^  of  a  di3d  desirDaa  of  sparing  the  memory  of  his  mother ,  as^Ukewise  that  he  will  bear 
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in  wkd  that  thara  may  be  maaoj  tnm  HvtBg  who  hare  substantial  reasons  for  being  actuated 
^  tbe  same  aort  of  deUeaey. 

Ify  motiber,  aeeording  to  general  report,  when  first  engaged  as  an  actress,  was  one  of  the 
Uidieet  girla  ever  net  wttb ;  but  tbough  samnmded  by  iattersrs  (  and  what  female  that  ia 
yOQBf  and  beaotiftil  can  be  wUhoot  them?)  she  possessed  no  true  friend.  Her  ntuatioo,  in 
regard  to  danger,  is  comparable  to  that  of  a  moth,  fluttering  about  a  brilliant  chandelier,  lit  np 
by  a  multiplicity  of  bright  lights.  She  could  not  escape  it  was  knposiible.  A  pigmy  would 
have  a  better  chance  of  sucoeaa,  when  tadng  a  giant  in  open  oombat,  than  could  a  lovely  gM 
witb  a  versatile  heart  and  warm  passkms,  aoch  as  my  mother  poasessed,  of  escaping  the  imra- 
merable  snares  set  to  entrap  her  i  and  artful  depravity,  backed  by  wealth,  was  perpetually  at 
work  fv  that  pnrpeee. 

When  Tiftue  stoopa  to  frailty,  H  signifies  Uttie  who  ie  the  despeiler.  Therefore  I  pretend 
BOt  to  aay  who  it  waa  that  triumphed  orer  the  innoceaoo  of  my  maternal  parent.  The  jour- 
aaliita  of  her  day,  who  bosbd  themselvea  to  every  asaour  and  adventure  In  whlel\this  famed 
actrem  waa  eefaged*  len  aoropuloua  than  I  am,  attribute  the  victory  over  her  to  different 
penoos.  One  gives  the  tragic  actor  who  elevated  her  from  mendicity  credit  for  the  eipfoit ; 
aMther.  and  prehobly  with  greater  reason,  fathers  the  net  upeo  a  certain  Protestant  bishop, 
mdebiatcid  for  his  profemieni  of  aanctity ;  a  third  atlribulea  the  honour  of  this  conquest  to  a 
tiilar,  who^  from  having  bartered  his  own  wifo  away  to  a  state  minister  hi  exchange  for  an 
mmy  oontraot»  and  afterwaida  his  daughter  for  a  similar  rsmnoeiuifcrn,  became  one  of  the 
weaUhiest  commonera  of  his  day;  a  foui^  oewspaper  authority  prooounces  a  Quaker,  who 
waa  a  great  advocate  for  promoting  marriage  among  the  blacks,  to  have  been  the  happy 
achiever  of  this  trtamph;  a  fifth  uahesltatingiydeclareathehuiy's  citadel  of  vfrtue  was  stormed 
by  aleamed  judge  of  tbe  Boclosiastieoi  Court ;  yet,  notwithstandfaig  these  authorities,  a  ceie> 
knted  court  Jouroalist  boUHy  asasrts,  that  an  hraeUte  fivm  the  Stock  Exchange  bartersd 
away  a  portion  eC  some  weighty  differsncea  received  by  him  on  a  settling  day  in  exchange  for 
Dhuia's  virtue. 

The  knowledge  I  have  gained  of  the  world  hm  made  me  somewhat  %f  a  philosopher ;  and  I 
care  not  which  of  the  aforesaid  reports  may  be  tbe  true  one,  or  whether  they  are  all  calumniously 
folse:  yet,  though  I  possess  sufficient  wisdom  to  know  that  neither  the  good  nor  the  evil  deeds 
of  its  parents  ought  to  bring  either  honour  or  dishonour  on  their  ofikpring,  and  consequently  that 
hereditary  titles  are  distiactioas  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  justice  and  common  sense,  still  (such  i^ 
the  selfishness  of  human  naturcw  that)  I  cannot  avoid  deploring  the  misfortune  I  shall  have  to 
relate  as  having  befoUea  my  oaothor*  because  thereby  I  was  doomed  to  make  my  appearance  hi 
the  wQild — a  poor  unfriended  boy,  instead  of  being  bom  to  great  honours  and  abundant  wealths 

Hivmg  touched  lightly  on  my  mother's  frailties,  by  referring  only  to  newqiaper  aooountaof 
then,  when  I  might  have  adduced  stronger  matter,  I  shall,  with  the  same  filial  tendemesa 
towards  her,  avoid  sa3ring  more  of  her  amours  than  what  is  absolutely  requisite,  preparatofy  to 
ciplainmg  the  particulars^of  the  misfortune  I  have  alluded  to  as  having,  most  untowardly  for 
my  faiterest,  befallen  her* 

Multiforious  as  may  have  been  Diana's  gallants,  it  is  ao  amured  fact,  that,  to  gratlQr 
a  bishop  who  supported  her  in  great  splendour,  she— poor  fll-adviaed  woman  I— about  ten 
months  previous  to  my  birth,  discarded  the  whole  of  them  eicept  the  right  reverend  fother 
hiflBttlf ;  and  the  circumstance  is  equally  well  authenticated,  that  several  months  subsequent 
te  the  period  of  her  confining  her  affections  to  this  proud  churchman,  a  prince  of  the  blood 
royal  of  a  foreign  kingdom  made  tender  overtures  to  her,  which,  by  the  sage  bishop's  advice^ 
she  accepted,  and  consequently  became  the  ^vied  mistress  of  this  royal,  and,  and  as  the  fulsome 
jonmafists  of  the  day  styled  him,  august  personage ! 

To  a  person  unacquainted  with  the  artifices  resorted  to  by  courtiers,  it  might  appear  almost 
hicredible  that  a  Protestant  bishop^  endowed  with  a  revenue  exceeding  that  of  two,  or  perhaps 
three,  royal  princes,  should  voluntarily  resign  his  favourite  chen  amie  to  one  of  that  class;  but 
be  who  knows  anything  of  a  court  must  avow  that  this  concessioQ  is  quite  natural,  and  one 
whkdi  may  always  be  expected  on  on  advantageous  occasion,  such  as  the  transfer  of  an  expen- 
rive  mistress  afforded  promise  of  being  to  the  proud  prelate. 

The  bishop  waa  a  thorough  trained  courtier— ^ne  who,  by  blowing  Vi^t  wdAl  cxjv<\\a\^\^ 
wiUi  the  tide  of  b,yovuiDg  eveatt^  bad,  from  beuig,  whca  a  tinp^xn^,  ^^^\vt  «x  \&a\]iSXi«e\ 
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tavern,  risen  to  be  a  great  church  pluralist,  when,  bjr  means  of  plagiarism,  proved  by  his  com- 
pilations from  the  writings  of  abler  men,  he  got  up  a  few  political  pamphlets,  of  a  standard 
suitable  to  the  talents  of  state  ministers,  who  had  the  giving  away  of  bishoprics  and  sinecures 
which  weigh  down  the  nation,  and  notwithstanding  our  divine's  propensity  to  litigation  about 
tithes  and  dues,  by  their  aid  contrived  to  step  into  an  episcopal  see ;  for  the  ladder  of  ambition 
is  the.  less  liable  to  slip  when  it  has  been  firmly  fixed  in  the  mud.  Ambition,  however,  is  not 
to  be  contented  as  long  as  there  is  a  higher  post  to  be  gained ;  consequently,  my  mother's  d-  ' 
dnant  supporter,  the  bishop,  by  bribes  and  promises,  now  brought  her  over  to  exert  all  her 
influence  with  the  royal  prince,  her  paramour,  to  procure  the  promise  of  his  influence  to  get 
him  elevated  to  an  archiepiscopal  see  as  soon  as  one  fell  vacant. 

Here  again  a  novice  in  worldly  affairs  might  fall  into  a  mistake.  He  might  imagine  that 
the  bishop,  in  his  eagemest  after  promotion^  imposed  too  weighty  a  task  on  his  fair  friend; 
but  this  novice  ought  to  be  told  that  our  bishop  did  not  calculate  without  his  host ;  for  that 
female  influMiee  it  is  which  puts  nitres  on  the  majority  of  the  bishops,  while  jiot  one  perhaps 
owes  his  lofty  situation  to  hb  ChiistiaB  humility,  though  many  of  them,  Irom  being  sycophantio 
schoolmasters,  get  possession  of  their  pastoral  croolLs. 

Not  to  digress  mora  respecting  a  dass  of  men  who,  the  sceptic  says»  cannot  be  reformed, 
unless  by  doing  away  with  the  gdden  temptations  strewed  in  the  state  clerical  gentlemen's 
way  (and  which  an  many  and  manifi>ld  in  a  natioo  whoee  established  church  is  said  to  cost 
miore  than  thecbnrdMS  cf  all  dispersed  christians  throughout  the  world),  it  must  be  mentioned 
that  all  thiogs  wera  goiqg  on  swimmingly  between  bis  royal  highness  the  prince,  the  right 
reverend  father  the  bishop,  and  little  Diana,  the  eUdevaml  gipsy  mendicant ;  when,  alas  I  as 
mine  and  bar  ill  stars  ordafaied,  she  caught  the  small-pox,  and  although  her  life  was  fated  to  be 
spared,  the  boon  was  accompanied  by  the  total  loss  of  beauty,  in  place  of  which,  to  her  inex- 
pressible horror,  the  young  actress's  once  lovely  features  were  left  deeply  seamed  by  the  ravages 
of  that  unspariog  disease,  which  also  rendered  the  pupil  of  one  of  her  lately  bright  eyes  iHght- 
fully  white  and  dghtless. 


CHAPTER    IIL 

•«  WbyferberokildrMislioaldtke  wifeezpfws 
¥or«  fond  •fTeetioa,  aad  the  bmband  l«m  I 
TiM  KMOB,  If  I  rightly  Jndfe,  is  thh,  ^ 

8lie  kaowt  HieB bar's,  ud  hm  ssaree  thiaksthem  hisl*' 

"  A  woaMui*4  Cootae  is  hm  svard,  and  she  aaver  mdttn  it  to  grov  msty." 

A  puNCB.may  be  readily  pardoned  for  entertaining  a  penchant  for  a  pretty  actress  i  but  he 
would  be  deemed  insane,  were  he  to  live  with,  and  continue  enamoured  of,  a  one-eyed,  poor» 
poeL-naiked  giri.  The  royal  personage  in  question  was  so  extremely  disgusted  with  the 
altered  condition  of  his  Diana,  that  almost  immediately  afte^  her  recovery  from  the  small-pox 
he  broke  up  iier  establishment,  without  making  her  a  pecuniary  present,  or  settling  on  her  a 
eUpendiary  allowance.  This  conduct  from  a  person  of  royal  birth  may  be  thought  extremely 
brutal;  yet,  have  we  not  examples  of  such  in  many  a  continental  prince?  Besides,  some 
allowance  may  be  made  for  his  highness,  inasmuch  as  his  aflTairs  were  embarrassed;  but  in 
vindication  of  the  i>ishop's  barbarity  nothing  can  be  adduced.  He,  most  unfeeling  man  I  soon 
as  my  parent's  misfortune  had  happened,  posted  away  from  the  capital  to  make  a  visitation 
to  his  diooese ;  and,  finding  his  late  mistress  had  lost  all  pretension  to  beauty,  and  that  he  had 
no  churoh  preferment  to  hope  for  from  her  good  offices,  left  unanswered  her  letters,  and  refused 
to  bear  the  applications  she  strove  to  get  made  to  him  in  her  behalf. 

Young  and  pretty  actresses  seldom  are  provident.  Indeed,  how  is  it  to  be  supposed  they 
can  see  broodieg  storms  when  gold  in  profusion  falls  into  their  laps?  My  poor  mother,  in  her 
short  career  of  pleasure,  hsid  not  only  been  one  of  the  gayest  of  the  gay,  but  also  one  of  the 
most  thoughtless  of  the  thoughtless ;  the  consequence  of  which  last  fadling  was,  that  within 
a  short  month  from  the  time  of  her  being  ejected  from  her  sumptuous  dwelling,  she  found 
henelf  penniless,  and  destitute  of  everything  requinite  for  her  support. 

Want  now  overtook  the  unfortunate  young  woman,  and  absolute  starvation  stared  her  in 

the  fiuse.  She  not  only  was  without  a  friend,  but  could  follow  no  profession ;  for  at  the  theatre 

triieiv  tbff  Imd  beea  employed  her  services  were  refused,  and  her  person  was  regarded  with 
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ttie  could  find  no  alteroAtiTe,  and,  therefore,  although  enceinte,  prepared  herself'  to 
refsiBe  her  pristioe  trade  of  a  beggar* 

To  be  bom  a  mendicant,  and  continue  one  through  life,  may  not,  perhaps,  be  a  hard  lot, 
etpectaliy  when  the  mind  accords  with  the  lowly  situation ;  as  those  persons  are  happy  who 
enjoy  good  health,  are  satisBed  with  such  things  as  are  merely  necessary,  and  who  desire  not 
superfloities,  luKuries^  riches,  or  distinctions ;  but  to  rise  to  greatness  from  the  condition  of  a 
beggar,  and  then  suddenly  (all  back  into  mendicity,  must  be  truly  galling,  and  make  the 
ragrant's  crutch  one  of  the  weightiest  that  can  be  carried. 

My  poor  mother,  whom  in  these  memoirs  I  have  somewhat  prematurely  called  Diana 
Winpenny,  was  spared  the  mortification  of  resuming  her  old  avocation,  but  it  was  to  stoop  to 
a  lot  scarcely,  a  wh^t  better  than  mendicity— in  short,  it  was  to  marry  a  poor  roan,  one  who 
liad  reeeatly  been  a  footman ;  ^et  from  her  alliance  with  him  it  was  that  she  became  entitled 
to  bear  the  sinuune  of  Winpenny. 

Everything,  is  judged  of  by  comparison.  I  think  I  hear  the  reader  commiserate  the 
piteous  lot  of  my  hapleu  parent.  We,  however,  often  form  a  false  estimate  of  the  happiness 
of  othars ;  and  who  can  pronounce  that  Diana  Winpenny*s  present  situation,  although  deprived 
of  that  treasure— her  beauty,  blind  of  an  eye,  and  united  by  wedlock  to  a  man  at  once 
ignorant  and  poor,  was  not  preferable  to  that  of  a  person  afflicted  with  total  blindness,  loath- 
scrofhla,  outrageous  insanity,  an  ungoyemable  temper,  or  some  other  of  the  equally 
afBictions  with  which  Providence  not  unfrequently  visits  the  wealthy  and  the  great. 

The  venal  journalists  of  her  day,  who  had  hitherto  shown  themselves  most  ready  to  trump 
Ibrth  the  actions  of  my  mother,  took  no  notice  of  her  marriage ;  but  when  the  hymeneal  cere- 
mony was  over,  the  newly  wedded  pair  were  permitted  to  retire  to  a  cottage  in  Sarrey,  which 
they  did,  as  guests,  to  the  bKdegroom*s  mother,  a  hard  working  washerwoman,  without  having 
the  place  of  their  retreat,  or  any  other  circumstance  regarding  them,  blazoned  abroad  in  the 
public  prints. 

To  abbreviate  this  part  of  my  itory,  I  shall  merely  state,  that  in  the  aforesaid  cottage  I 
was  ushered  into  the  world  in  less  than  two  months  after  the  newW-wedded  couple  had  taken 
up  their  abode  in  that  lowly  dwelling ;  and  shortly  afterwards,  to  save  my  maternal  parent's 
character  from  the  opprobrium  which  would  otherwise  have  been  attached  to  it  by  our  ignorant 
and  rustic  neighbours,  taken  to  the  parish  church,  and  christened  there  by  the  names  of  my 
mother's  hasband. 

Here  again  is  an  incontrovertible  proof  that  all  is  mere  chance  which  relates  to  hereditary 
succession.  Provided  my  legitimate  father,  Andrew  Winpenny,  the  legitimate  son  of  Moses 
and  Rebecca,  should  by  right  of  su<^ssion,  traced  from  an  ancient  genealogical  tree,  become 
entitled  to  a  principality,  a  dukedom,  or  to  any  other  title  or  estate,  I,  Andrew  Winpenny,  the 
second,  because  so  christened  and  bom  of  the  body  of  the  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Andrew, 
riiould,  although  known  to  be  no  more  his  child  than  that  of  the  Grand  Mogul,  indisputably 
floeoeed  to  all  the  titles  and  estates  to  which  he,  the  first  Andrew  Winpenny,  could  by  law 
■uke  good  his  claim.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  good  villagers,  Moses  and  Rebecca,  whom 
both  the  common  and  ecclesiastical  law  pronounces  to  have  been  my  grandparents,  were  of 
rerj  low  origin ;  and  therefore,  unless  it  were  by  an  able  ruse  de  guerre,  there  could  t>e  no 
hope  for  me  of  obtaining  either  title  or  estate  in  virtue  of  my  descent  from  them. 

We  are  all  the  sport  of  circumstances.  My  mother,  Diana  Winpenny,  whose  charms, 
perhaps,  equalled  those  of  the  fau'est  of  King  Charles's  favourites,  and  whose  virtue,  unqucs- 
taooably,  was  of  as  exalted  a  character  as  was  that  of  the  celebrated  Moll  Flanders,  neverthe- 
less, nnKke  Barbara  Villiers,  Mrs  Pegg,  Lucy  Waiters,  Nell  Gwynn,  and  the  aforesaid  Moll 
Flanders,  who,  all  of  them,  saving  the  last  adventuress,  were  enriched  out  of  the  national  purse, 
and  bad  sufficient  influence  to  get  their  sons  and  daughters  honoured  by  that  prelude  to 
aristocratic  titles,  the  word  Fits  placed  before  their  names — she,  poor,  ill-starred  woman, 
neither  could  get  me  so  enriched,  or  so  honoured  ;  but.  alas  !  was  herself  doomed  to  spend 
the  bitter  dregs  of  her  life  in  miserable  poverty. 

Amatory  swains  assert  that  love  may  exist  in  a  cottage ;  yet,  without  denying  the  assertion, 
I  can  take  on  me  to  say,  that  where  poverty  is  its  companion,  the  urchin  god  will  soon  spread 
his  wings  and  depart,  leaving  the  lovers  to  themselves  to  deplore  his  absence,  and  contemplate 
their  own  folly.     He  dki  this  with  Andrew  and  Diana  Winpenny,  louf^  hefox^  I  ^*ii  vtcxh^^ 
•  MfCiM»  i«e  19  Jka^r  J^  Aad  efw  been  an  iaaafte  of  tb^  bns^ 
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Life  glides  away  like  a  shadow.  Though  <mr  yean  are  few,  numerous  are  the  wronge 
heaped  upon  us,  and  the  changes  we  are  destined  to  undergo. 

At  the  expiration  of  a  few  years,  spent  in  the  cottage  of  my  nativity,  I  had  grown  to  be  a 
strong,  hale  youth ;  but  in  that  time  my  grandmother's  phantom  of  life  had  passed  away,  and 
she  now  laid  deposited  in  her  last  earthly  resting«plaee— a  neighbouring  ohnrchyard.  The 
good  woman's  death,  however,  so  far  from  benefiting  her  ton*s  aflairs,  proved  seriously 
injurious  to  them ;  for  she  had  enjoyed  a  small  iifb-annuity,  granted  by  a  gvntleman  with 
whom,  report  said,  she  had  lived  on  very  familiar  terms,  and  which  materially  aided  in  sup- 
porting the  joint-household  expenses ;  hut  that  source  of  revenue  being  stopped  by  her  death, 
my  father  was  put  to  great  straits  to  support  himself  aqd  fiimfly. 

All  creatures  are  strongly  prompted  by  generous  nature^  love  and  provide  for  their 
offspring ;  yet  it  so  happened  that  my  fisther,  who,  by  the  time  i  bad  completed  my  fourteenth 
year,  had  three  other  children  by  his  wife  Diana,  not  only  did  not  show  that  parental  love 
and  regard  for  me  which  he  displayed  towards  my  brothers  and  my  sister,  but  he  would  often 
evince  downright  hatred,  by  beating  and  otherwise  ill-treating  me,  without  justifiabie  causei 
Moreover,  on  my  mother*s  interfering  on  my  behalf,  he  would  quarrel  with  and  reproach  her 
with  the  ^circumstance  of  my  birth.  My  mother,  on  the  other  band,  who,  woman-like,  never 
could  cease  deploring  the  loss  of  her  beauty,  and  that  of  the  magnificent  establishment  her 
charms  had  procured  for-  her,  would  frequently  shed  involuntary  tears  on  contemplating  the 
person  and  miserable  prospect  of  her  first-bom  son,  clothed  as  I  was  in  mere  rags;  and  some- 
times she  would  exclaim,  **  Ob,  my  poor  Andrew,  were  it  not  for  the  misfortune  which  deprived 
thy  mother  of  her  charms,  thou,  even  thou,  wouldst  have  been  a  great  man— perhaps  a 
bi^op,  a  lord,  or  a  prince.*' 

Apostrophies  of  the  kind  now  mentioned  had  better  not  have  been  made ;  for  when  the 
husband  overheard  them,  they  served  to  aggravate  his  anger  to  a  pitch  of  fury,  and  not  only 
made  him  more  reproachful  and  violent  to  his  wife,  but  also  more  tyrannical  and  cruel  to  me. 
Diana,  however,  who  had  never,  since  her  marriage  at  least,  been  remarkable  for  the  gentleness 
of  her  disposition,  could  ill  brook  these  sallies  of  an  ungovernable  temper,  and  therefore  she 
would  retaliate  in  terms  as  reproachful  as  those  made  use  of  by  her  husband,  and  also  valorously 
defend  her  fifst-bom  child,  both  by  her  tongue  and  her  talons,  which  last  were  often  made  to 
leave  vestiges  of  their  sharpness  on  his  face. 

Lovers*  quarrels  may  lead  to  a  renewal  of  tender  bliss  ;  but  matrimonial  strife,  when  it  has 
been  of  long  duration,  and  between  an  ill-sorted  pair,  is  of  so  diabolical  a  nature,  that  It  should 
be  defined  as  a  curse>  which  makes  a  hell  upon  this  earth  for  the  suffering  pair ;  and  of  this 
violent  character  were  the  quarrels  which  took  place  between  Andrew  Winpenny  and  his 
spouse— the  once  lovely  Diana.  . 

Providence  is  said  tq  be  just  in  all  its  ways ;  and  providentially,  the  fire  which  burns  vio* 
lently  seldom  endures  long.  Shortly  after  I  had  entered  into  my  nineteenth  year,  an  epidemic 
whidi  much  prevailed  in  our  neighbourhood  released  Andrew  Winpenny,  the  senior,  from  a 
great  portion  of  his  troubles,  and  his  wife  Diana  from  the  possibility  of  enduring  moro  earthly 
sufferings,  by  depriving  her  of  mortal  life — or,  as  the  goodly  say,  **  taking  her  to  a  better  world,** 
when,  aided  by  a  little  assistance  from  the  parish,  the  disconsolate  husband  contrived  to  give 
his  departed  wife  a  tolerable  decent  burial,  in  the  same  grave  with  his  own  mother. 

With  the  fiight  benoe  of  my  maternal  parent's  spirit  all  things  unfavourable  to  her  memory 
should  be  forgotten,  as  it  behoves  man,  when  be  contemplates  the  errors  of  woman*  to  remem- 
het  his  own. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

«■  Wherever  God  erecti  a  hoaie  of  pnyer. 
The  DerU  always  balldt  a  chapel  there.*' 

'*  Entreat  the  elder  women  aa  mothen,  the  yoangtr  «a  aistert,  whh  all  parity.** 

WiiLBT'a  SiBMOM  oir  Wbitfiklo. 

«*  Belered  at  hia  God,  bet  abhorred  of  men;  the  emBiacient  jadge  at  (he  grand  amiae  aball  ratify  and 
eoaftrm  thk,  for  England  and  ila  metropolis  shall  know  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among  them." 

Pica  a  DiassMTiaa  PmaacHss^sToMasroaa. 

WiDowMMs  Bnd  favour  \n  the'ey§s  of  the  fiilr  sex ;  for  women  know  that  men  who  have  been 
rJretted  ia  the  cbaias  of  Hymen  hate  «tooped  to  itanffy  i  ttid  ooneq[iiMtly,  cttit— i  Wqg 
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CffvytMiif  to  San,  Hal  thty  art  prepand  for»  and  in  moit  eaiei  anxlottaly  ready  to  return  to, 
aatataof  ▼analage. 

My  lawful  father,  Andrafr  Wiapeimy,  had  leareely  aeeo  deposited  his  wife's  body  in  our 
parent  earth,  are  he  tttraed  the  eyes  of  affection  npon  the  daughter  of  a  neighbouring  miller ; 
and  she,  having  passed  the  zenith  of  her  charms,  and  being  still  a  spinster,  with  no  great  share 
of  baaaty  to  reeommeMl  her  in  the  bymenean  market,  was  pleased  to  spsile  approbation  of  bis 
lofe-soit.  The  pair  now  came  to  a  proper  understanding,  and  were  shortly  afterwards  joined 
together  in  holy  wedlock ;  indeed,  so  ready  wero  they  on  the  occasion,  that  the  auspicious 
ceremony  waa  performed  within  four  montfaa  from  the  date  of  my  mother's  departure  from 
thialandof  troable. 

My  fiUher,  who  had  traat«^  me  with  redoubled  seTCrity  after  my  poor  mother's  death, 
bahaTed  with  a  still  mare  wanton  cmelty  from  the  day  of  his  bringing  home  a  second  wife ; 
is  short,  anch  waa  hia  eonduet,  that  apparently  he  was  determined  to  send  my  soul  on  the 
great  voyage  of  fhturity,  as  a  companion  to  that  of  my  mother,  or  else  to  drive  me  an  outcast 
from  his  roof;  while  hia  spouse,  faithful  in  this  instance  to  her  matrimonial  vow  of  Dbedience* 
aided  his  vile  efforts,  not  only  by  treating  me  with  vizen>like  fury,  but  also  by  invariably  giving 
■e  a  scanty  allowanoe  of  food,  always  choaen  from  the  very  refuse  of  her  miserable  larder. 

The  treatment  I  received  was  not  to  be  borne  by  a  lad  of  spirit ;  and  I,  becoming  thoroughly 
disgusted,  formed  the  determination  of  flying  from  my  £ather*8  root  Fortune,  too,  the  gentle 
dame  so  often  abused  by  the  ungrateful,  but  who  not  'unfrequently  assists  man  in  his  worst 
•xigeDciea,  and  heaven  knows,  has  done  me  many  a  good  turn,  smiled  on  this  oocatiou,  by 
most  opportunely  throwing  a  treasure  of  money  in  my  path.  The  way  she  took  of  bestowing 
this  boon  upon  me  was  as  follows^— I  had  been  sent  to  a  Tillage  some  miles  from  home  by  my 
nnkind  nsother- in-law,  ostennbly  to  deliver  a  message  to  a  cousin  of  hera,  but  In  reality  that  she 
m'gfat  get  rid  of  me  untl  allttle  feasting  party  was  over,  to  which  she  had  invited  her  parents  at 
ov  cottage  that  day.  AHcr  delivering  my  message,  I  was  trudging  on  my  road  home  in  the  dusk 
of  the  evening,  tormented  by  a  very  keen  appetite,  with  nothing  in  the  shape  of  food  to  gratify 
it,  when  my  foot  chanced  to  strike  against  something  which  jingled  at  its  touch  in  the  middle 
of  the  turnpike  road,  which  havhig  picked  up  and  examined,  excessively  to  my  delight  I  dis- 
covered to  be  a  small  money  bag,  cout&ining  one  sovereign,  two  half-sovereigns,  and  twenty- 
mx  shillings  in  silver. 

In  my  rapture  of  joy  at  this  lucky  event  I  was  more  than  once  on  the  eve  of  proclaiming 
■y  good  fortune.  Prudence,  however,  saved  roe  from  that  danger,  by  whispering  in  my  ear 
that  my  secret  must  be  kept  Inviolate  In  my  bosom,  or  my  treasure  would  be  ravished  from  my 
person.  Time,  however,  was  not  to  be  lost,  for  1  was  apprehensive  of  losing  my  money,  and 
most  eager  to  enjoy  ease  and  freedom ;  therefore,  on  the  followiog  Sunday  morning,  at  a  time 
whto  my  father  and  all  the  family  save  myself  were  away  from  home,  on  a  visit  to  my  mother- 
in-law's  parents,  I  most  unceremoniously  departed  from  the  lowly  habitation  of  my  nativity, 
with  my  pecuniary  treasure  lo  my  pocket,  and  a  bundle  containing  a  change  of  raiment  m  my 
hand;  nor  did  I  feel  any  boyish  regret  at  the  bold  step  1  was  taking.  Worldly  people  usually 
cooakier  that  education  to  be  the  best  for  youth  which  conduces  the  most  effectually  to  the 
attainsBeot  of  those  objects  the  most  desired  in  life,  and  which  they  are  destined  to  keep  in 
view ;  and  experienoe  gieaned  by  me  from  my  intercourse  with  mankind,  since  the  time  of 
my  elandestiaely  quitting  the  humble  cottage  of  my  nativity,  has  satisfied  me  that  no  erudiUon, 
however  great,  can  make  amends  for  a  false  education ;  yet,  as  to  what  may  be  a  false  education 
I  shsll  give  no  opinion,  but  leave  that  nice  point  to  be  settled  by  the  sceptics  and  the  learned, 
and  content  myself  by  observing,  from  my  own  experience,  that  most  assuredly  diffidence  and 
BOdesty  are  great  drawbacks  to  a  young  adventurer.  For  my  part,  1  was  free  from  those 
incumbrances ;  but  ignorance  furnished  assurance  to  my  character,  and  that  too  when  shame 
would  better  have  become  me. 

I  was  master  of  no  leanung  to  boast  of.  To  write  ond  read  were  the  whole  of  my 
scholastic  attainments.  Mme,  however,  according  to  my  then  erroneous  ideas,  was  not  a  felse 
adaeation ;  and  that  inasmuch  as  my  father,  by  his  own  example^  had  taugHt  me  numeroua  of 
the  little  pflfering  ways  by  n»eans  of  which  numeroua  agricoltural  labourers,  and  other  people 
hi  humble  lif(%  contrive  to  keep  their  cottages  supplied  with  good  food,  fh>m  the  €elda«Curak- 
jBia,  md  ish-ponda  of  their  jaore  weaitl^  aeighboan ;  %\S\^  how«v«t»  wWa  ^^aaV«aa«Mk 
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that  can  be  urged  againtt  him,  it  most  hi  eandour  be  «Towed  that  my  ikther*!  were  only  thefti 
suitable  to  his  morality  and  to  his  name;  for  Win-a-penny,  be  H  known,  was  his  maxim,  6xed 
as  that  Winpenny  was  his  name ;  and  he  would  say  to  me,  when  in  a  jocular  vein,  but  which 
was  very  rare,  **  Win  your  penny,  my  boy,  honestly  if  you  can ;  yet  wm  it  at  any  rate,  and 
when  you  can.** 

My  mother,  who  had  witnessed  the  tricks  of  lifo,  as  they  are  practised,  hi  all  their  intricacy, 
by  place  and  pension-hunters  in  the  higher  circles,  langhed  at  and  despised  the  aforesaid  pitifUl 
maxim  of  her  husband.  She  knew  that  no  man  could  well  hope  to  arrive  at  a  pinnacle  of 
grandeur,  either  in  the  churchy  the  law,*  the  service  of  arms,  or  as  a  state  minister,  governor- 
general,  or  ambassador,  by  the  practice  of  honesty,  truth,  and  modesty.  **  Andrew,  my  dear 
boy,'*  the  good  woman  has  often  said  to  me,  '*  always  bear  ii^mind  that  he  or  she  who  would 
thrive  in  this  world  should  be  acquainted  with  modesty  only  by  name,  and,  when  necessary, 
must  flatter,  promise,  and  deceive,  but  always  with  due  discretion.  As  to  robbery,"  she  would 
add,  **the  person  who  has^gained  a  character  for  sanctity  may  talk  largely  of  hb  honesty  and 
conscientious  scruples,  while  he  robs,  betrays  confidence,  and  commits  other  impositions, 
wholesale  and  with  impunity." 

Poor,  unfortunate  Diana !  grievously  would  she  sigh  and  lament  while  counselling  me  in 
this  motherly  manner :  doubtless  the  recollection  of  those  once  favoured  lovers  of  hers,  the 
royal  prince,  the  holy  bishop,  the  contract  tailor,  the  actor,  the  wealthy  Jew,  the  Quaker,  and 
the  learned  judge,  together  with  that  of  their  worldly  maxims  and  conduct,  rushed  thronging 
upon  her  much  embittered  imagination,  whenever  she  so  lectured  me  for  my  foture  advantage 
in  this  transitory  life. 

Thus  ably  tutored,  apparently  I  had  only  to  follow  the  maxims  laid  down  for  my  guidance, 
that,  if  favoured  with  common  luck,  I  might  in  due  time  become  a  great  and  a  wealthy 
personage.  How  far  my  subsequent  conduct' has  proved  me  worthy  of  my  education  the 
impartial  reader  must  be  left  to  decide,  and  I  trust-  his  decision  will  be  the  result  of  his  own 
aouod  judgment,  and  not  shaped  after  the  opinions  of  renowned  and  learned  judges  or  doctors 
of  ecclesiastical  courts,  who  open  not  their  mouths  but  to  give  vent  to  musty  precedents,  and 
who,  though  they  thoroughly  satisfy  us  of  the  character  of  their  own  education,  whenever 
opportunity  offers,  by  legally  stripping  us  of  all  the  goods  and  money  we  possess,  and  heart- 
lessly leaving  us  to  perish  in  misery  and  want,  yet  pretend  to  know  more  than  others  do  of  the 
exact  period  at  which  the  infant  mind  is  capable  of  receiving  impressions,  as  also  of  the  only 
regular  habits  which  (  as  exemplified  in  themselves)  they  assert  are  benefits  to  be  felt  to  the 
close  of  life. 

Heaven  be  praised,  I  am  no  proctor,  and  never  shall  sit  as  a  judge  in  an  ecclesiastical  court. 
Hitherto  my  lot  in  life  has  been  to  act,  not  to  preach,  and  pretend  to  more  knowledge  and  ^ 
probity  than  my  fellow-men.     Contenting  myself,  therefore,  with  what  I  have  stated  as  to  my 
education,  I  shall  proceed  with  my  story. 

After  quitting  my  father's  cottage,  I  trudged  briskly  along  the  road  for  nigh  two  hours 
before  I  slackened  my  pace,  when,  seeing  the  door  was  temptingly  open  of  a  Methodist 
meeting-house,  erected  almost  adjoining  the  village  church,  I  entered  the  sacred  building  for 
the  purpose  of  resting  myself  while  divine  service  was  being  performed.  Here  I  may  observe,* 
that  I  had  frequently  been  made  to  attend  our  parish  church, ;  not,  however,  that  my  parents 
were  religious  characters,  or,  indeed,  at  all  with  the  approbation  of  my  mother ;  for  she,  poor 
woman,  having  no  fine  clothes  to  appear  in,  had  never,  from  the  day  of  her  marriage,  gone  to 
a  place  of  worship.  Moreover,  since  her  intercourse  with  the  bishop,  she  had  imbibed  the 
notorious  Priestley's  opinion,  insomuch  that  she  hesitated  not  to  declare  she  hated  all  religious 
establishments,  and  thought  them  sinful  and  idolatrous.  It  was  in  accordance  with  the 
commands  of  my  fother  that  I  had  gone  to  church,  as  he,  to  procure  occasional  employment 
from  our  rector,  to  gather  in  or  thrash  his  tithe  corn,  used  to  say  that  he  must  hold  a  candle 
to  the  devil,  and  verily  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  held  the  clergy  to  be  of  affinity  to  his 
Satanic  majesty.  In  the  meeting-house  I  had  entered  I  was  doomed  to  have  my  senses  of 
hearing  and  seemg  most  completely  astounded.  Never  before  had  I  heard  so  impressive  a 
discourse,  or  witnessed  such  theatrical  action,  as  the  minister  treated  his  audience  to  on  that 
occasion.  At  his  pleasure,  hell  was  made  to  yawn  widely  for  the  wicked,  and  the  gates  of 
pandite  wei^  tbrawa  off  their  bioged  to  admit  the  righteous ;  whil«,  to  faicreaaa  their  forct  oa 
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tikt  ioMgiaatipii,  hit  terrific  threatt  aod  moit  bliuliil  promiaes  were  accompanied  by  blows  of 
the  evangttliad  nan's  clenched  fist,  dealt  with  thundering  force  on  the  cushion  before  him. 
*'  It  is  a  wooderfal  pathetic  discourse,  and  touches  the  heart  to  the  quick,**  I  ove/beard  several 
staid  dames  say  to  each  other,  and  I  make  no  question  that  they  thought  as  they  spoke  ;  for 
sobs  and  sighs,  groans  and  tears,  with  their  eyes  turned  up  towards  heaven,  were  given  by 
them  as  accompaniments  to  certain  of  the  threats  and  promises  which  it  seemed  had  occasioned 
the  most  disturbance  to  their  tender  consciences. 

After  the  service,  a  subscription  was  entered  into  at  the  chapel-door  for  the  family  of  % 
dissenting  clergyman,  who  had  emigrated  rather  than  undergo  tlie  ordeal  of  a  public  trial  for 
a  nameless  offence,  sworn  against  him  by  the  waiter  at  a  coffee-shop,  when,  so  strong  was  their, 
disbelief  of  bis  backsliding,  and  so  great  the  sympathy  of  the  worthy  congregation,  stirred 
by  the  representations  and  entreaties  of  theb  Wesleyan  minister,  that  they  showered  down 
their  silver  offerings,  until  the  plates  held  out  for  receiving  them  were  literaly  piled  up  with 
BODey. 

About  an  hour  after  my  quitting  the  meeting-house,  as  I  was  passing  through  the  town  of 
GnOdford,  a  gentleman  addressed  me,  saying,  '*  My  lad,  hold  this  horse  for  me ;  I  shall  be 
back  with  you  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,"  when,  having  put  his  steed  under  my  care» 
he  hurried  away  after  a  dashing  young  damsel,  who  was  walking  at  some  little  distance  down 
an  adjoining  street. 

1  loved  horse  exercise,  and,  for  a  boy  in  my  lowly  situation,  was  rather  an  adept  in  that 
noble  sport,  havfasg  very  frequently  been  employed  by  the  miller,  our  neighbour,  whose 
dangbter  my  &ther  married,  to  take  his  nags  to  and  from  a  distant  pasture ;  and  now,  without 
hesitation,  or  more  delay  than  was  requisite  for  its  owner  to  remove  himself  out  of  sight  of 
me,  I  mounted  the  horse,  and  expeditiously  quitted  the  town,  when  I  pushed  forward,  with. 
more  than  the  speed  of  a  post-boy,  to  Famham,  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  **  I  have  had  a  rare 
pleasant  ride,"  said  I  laughingly  to  myself,  while  walking  the  charger  through  the  main  street, 
to  let  him  get  cool  after  the  journey  ;  ''riding,  however,  too  far,  I  find  is  severe  exercise,  the 
fatigue  of  which  would  soon  counterbalance  the  pleasure ;  therefore  my  next  stage  of  the 
journey  shall  be  performed  in  some  easier  manner^" 

MTith  me,  unless  the  ability  fails,  to  will  a  thing  is  to  do  it ;  and  before  many  minutes  had 
elapsed  since  my  making  the  little  soliloquy  just  related,  I  was  comfortably  housed,  with  a 
glass  of  negus  and  a  plate  of  ham  sandwiches  before  me,  in  the  parlour  of  the  Crown ;  mean- 
while my  horse  stood  unsaddled  in  the  stable  of  that  establishment.^ 

**  Landlord,**  said  I,  after  having  gained  the  unsuspecting  man's  confidence  by  a  plausible 
tale,  **  I  shall  leave  the  horse  I  came  here  upon  in  your  custody,  until  such  time  as  the  kind 
gesitleman  who  lent  it  to  me  sends  for  it  home  to  Guildford.**  The  landlord,  glad  to  have 
what  he  considered  a  profitable  inmate  for  his  stables,  readily  promised  to  take  good  care  of 
the  steed,  when,  having  discharged  his  little  bill,  I  walked  away  from  the  town,  on  the  Win- 
chester road,  and  was  soon  overtaken  by  a  stage-coach,  on  the  roof  of  which  I  procured  a  seat, 
and  thus  proceeded  on  my  travels,  laughing  roost  heartily  in  my  sleeve  to  think  how  and  when 
the  gay  Lothario,  its  owner,  would  find  his  horse. 

No  hero,  however  proudly  seated  in  his  triumphal  car,  ever  enjoyed  more  ecstatic  delight 
than  my  juvenile  heart  rebounded  with  during  that  my  first  journey,  travelling  upon  a  stage- 
eoadi';  but  then,  unlike  the  hero  whose  deeds  leave  him  rivers  of  human  blood  to  account  for 
to  his  Creator,  not  one  gout  of  the  precious  stream  had  I  ever  shed,  or  caused  to  be  shed. 

Pleasure  such  as  I  felt  is  indescribable  ;  therefore,  all  1  shall  add  on  the  subject  is,  that  my 
sitnalion  appeared  to  me  to  be  like  that  of  a  captive  who  had  just  burst  his  prison  bars,  and 
happfly  effected  his  escape  from  loathed  incarceration  and  the  power  of  his  persecutors. 
Indeed,  such  was  my  exultation,  aod  so  lively  was  my  imagination,  that  I  repeatedly  whis- 
pered lo  myself*  **  Drudge  away,  Andrew  Winpenoy,  the  senior,  and  gain  your  penny  how  and 
when  you  can  i  still  wilt  thou  be  a  poor  man ;  but  he,  the  Andrew  who  is  called  thy  son, 
wHhont  drudging  at  all,  will  do  his  endeavours  to  live  more  nobly  by  his  wits,  and  to  make  his 
MIow-men  his  footballs.** 

The  corporeal  exertions  which  I  had  made  during  that,  to  me,  most  eventful  and  pleasant 
daj,  bad  fii^^ed  my  body ;  and  I  not  being  one  of  those  restl«^  i^«tv»a  >a\i<(^\v^  v«^^  Ns^ 
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their  beds,  mnsiDp  upon  trifles,  at  those  faoun  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  sleep,  aftef 
terminftthig  my  journey  and  enjoying  a  comfortable  supper,  retired  to  bed  at  the  hotel  th« 
coach  put  up  at  in  Winchester,  to  pass  away,  in  one  unintenrupted  sleep,  the  entire  night. 


CHAPTER^V. 

**  Haaff  lerrow,  and  drive  away  can  ; 
The  pariah  ia  bimad  to  dud  vmk*' 

**  Gay'a  dofgerel  Unea  tend  to ahow that  ailfth  and  puperlate  oeaU  beeampaafaaa  hi  eUem  tfanea;  tiM 
*lMaTes*bom  mlniater/  too,  mvat  have  been  of  this  opioion.  as,  wbeo  be  bribed  the  militia  oonacripta  te 
re  IB  foreign  flelda  ei  ^ory,  he  oent  their  fpooaeB  to  the  pariah,  as  an  bonoarable  place  off  •cjonm ;  bnt 


now  that  nnmeroaa  poor-law  comnuaaionera,  aalaried  with  their  thooaaoda,  lord  it  over  the  panper  saee, 
nothing  better  ii  alliowed  for  their  food  than  oatmeal  irniel,  that  banither  of  corpalency  and  merriment^ 
fltnn  the  monatroaa  baatUea  eraotad  to  aphoM  place  and  puniah  povert j." 

Mt  landlord  was  a  thrifty  character,  who  well  linew  how  to  manage  with  his  customers ; 
consequently,  as  I  had  no  luggage  for  him  to  detain  as  security  for  the  bOi  I  owed»  he  took 
the  prudent  step  of  calling  on  me  to  discharge  the  little  account,  previous  to  my  returning  to 
the  comforts  of  my  pillow. 

Boniface's  cautious  conduct  had  left  me  no  account  to  settle  with  him  previous  to  my 
departure  on  the  following  morning;  therefore,  as  soon  as  1  had  quitted  my  bed,  which  waft 
tt  an  early  hour,  I  hastened  away  from  the  inn,  to  proceed  on  my  journey. 

The  morning  was  beautiful,  and  an  excellent  night*s  repose  had  thoroughly  refreshed  my 
Bmbt;  therefore  I  proceeded  on  foot  upon  the  road  I  purposed  to  travel,  and  fek  thai 
gaiety  and  joy  revelling  at  my  heart  which  healthy  youth  alone  can  be  alive  to,  but  all  the 
potentates  of  the  earth,  with  all  their  much-vaunted  powers,  can  neither  insure  for  them- 
selves nor  bestow  upon  others. 

A  light  heart  is  an  excellent  companion ;  and  provided  he  enjoys  good  health  and  the 
blessing  of  liberty,  the  man  who  journeys  through  life  without  one  is  but  a  simpleton  for  hia 
pains.  Thus  I  have  constantly  thought,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  the  proudest  honours  and  the 
greatest  wealth  are  but  incimibrances  to  the  miserable  mortal  who  carries  about  with  him  the 
leaden  load  imposed  by  care.  The  continuance  of  human  happiness,  however,  Mke  thai  of  all 
terrestrial  things,  is  dependent  on  many  contingencies,  and  not  the  least  pressing  of  those  is 
the  necessity  that  exists  of  frequently  satisfying  man's  animal  appetite.  On  the  occasion  ia 
question  my  sense  of  hunger  appealed  to  me  so  very  forcibly,  that  after  reaching  the  sixth 
mile  I  glkully  entered  an  ale-house  to  procure  a  substantial  brealsiast,  to  satisfy  the  ravenona 
wolf  within  me. 

The  facetious  woman,  my  hostess,  when  putting  the  meat  on  my  table,  was  curiously 
inquisitive  to  know  what  could  have  brought  a  young  fellow  like  me  on  his  travels,  with  am 
hungry  stomach  at  that  time  of  the  morning :  but  I  recollected  the  old  saying,  that  **  a  still 
tongue  makes  a  wise  head,"  and  suffered  her  not  to  elicit  any  true  information  from  my  lips ;  but 
soon  as  I  had  contented  my  appetite,  I  resumed  my  journey,  when,  after  walking  the  distance 
of  two  or  three  miles,  I  bargained  with  the  driver  of  a  Portsmouth  chaise-cart,  and  fbr  a  trifle 
of  money  got  accommodated  with  a  seat  in  his  vehicle  to  that  famed  maritime  town. 

He  who  would  be  acquainted  with  life  in  an  humble  walk  should  occasionally  travel  ia 
mean  habiliments,  and  frequent  those  taverns,  of  which  there  is  one  at  least  in  every  largo 
Engliidi  town,  known  as  the  "beggars*  house.**  Chance,  on  the  present  occasioo,  conducted 
ne  to  a  f&vourite  place  of  resort  of  the  god  Momus.  It  was  a  mean-looking  dwelling,  but 
Ha  sign  **  The  Crowing  Cock,'*  which  stood  conspicuously  placed  over  the  entrance-door» 
served  as  a  faithful  augur  of  the  unsophisticated  merriment  which  took  place  withinside  the 
dweDlng.  The  cock,  however,  with  all  his  triumphant  crowing,  would  have  been  wofully  mis- 
placed  had  he  been  stationed  where  he  was  to  announce  the  approachhig  dawn,  for  that  was 
a  thne  when  the  visitors  there  were  always  revelHng  their  time  away  in  the. sweet  embrace  af 
flie  padfic  god  Morpheus,  and  when  they  might  defy  the  vigilance  of  ApoUo^  assisted  by  the 
crowing  of  all  his  cocks,  to  awaken  them :  in  fine,  this  cock,  though  the  emblem  of  triumphant 
crowing,  served  as  the  sign  to  an  inn  wherein  mulh  and  joIUty  reigned  only  when  crowiqg 
diooiM  Mod  tbe  rest  at  the  leathered  tribe  were  at  roost.    To  an  inn  which,  in  the  day-time^ 
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was  Mupttied  by  none  for  the  peaceful  and  regular  conduct  of  Ht  inoMiteflf  but  at  nig^  was 
iDvariably  made  the  theatre  of  ribaldry,  feasting,  and  debauch ;  in  mockery  of  which  real 
aeenetk  probably  it  was,  that  the  cock  over  the  doorway  had  been  8hi^>ed  and  moulded  with 
hif  beak  open. 

After  1  had  taken  a  glass  of  ale  and  a  biscuit  m  the  aforesaid  then  quiet  inn,  I  left  my 
bundle  with  the  landlord,  and  amused  myself  by  walking  about  the  town  and  viewing  its  for* 
ti%»nfVw,  together  with  the  shipping  lying  in  the  harbour  there.  In  the  evening,  highly 
ddigfated  with  what  I  had  seen,  I  returned  back  to  the  Crowing  Cock,  where  everything  was 
foing  on  regular  and  peaceful,  the  same  as  when  I  had  left  that  house.  Presently,  however, 
the  shades  of  njght  began  to  obscure  the  earth,  when,  proportionately  as  the  darkness  became 
greater*  distreaied-leoking  objects  flocked  into  the  house,  some  of  whom,  to  all  appearance, 
were  hUnd,  and  others  lame  or  deformed,  but  all  of  then  martyrs  to  sickness,  or  aggravated 
iiiiery  ol  eiia  description  or  other. 

For  my  part,  I  avow  that  I  never  possessed  a  redundant  share  of  the  amiable  quality  deno* 
■matfid  tender-heartedness ;  nevertheless,  on  the  present  occasion,  kUuUy  feelings  were  haiw 
towed  np  withhi  my  breast  at  the  sight  afforded  by  so  many  miserable  objects  of  my  own 
qpedes;  for  the  men  and  the  women,  the  boys  and  the  girls,  were  all  of  them,  in  some  rimpo 
or  aaotlier,  most  grierously  afflicted. 

1  He  who  judges  of  another  by  outward  appearance  nsnally  is  mistaken  in  his  concIusiotL 
The  smnmoos  to  a  good  supper,  about  an  hour  after  night-fol),  brought  every  one  of  the 
frnriwanti  together  in  the  common  sitting-room— the  apartment  allotted  for  them  to  mesf 
in.  Thejr  were  merry  as  so  many  grigs,  and  most  of  them  freed,  as  if  by  magic,  firom  their 
several  sicknesses  and  infirmities. 

It  was  a  pleasant  sight  now  to  behold  the  happy  set,  amongst  whom  envy  and  pride— 
ttnse  fiend-like  curses,  too  frequently  attendant  on  the  great — apparently  were  unknown* 
The  landlord,  mistaking  me  for  one  of  the  happy  fraternity,  which  was  most  excusable,  inas* 
much  as  beggars  appear  in  all  garbs  and  disguises,  placed  a  choir  for  me,  and  invited  me  to 
sit  down,  which  I  unhesitatingly  did :  as  to  a  boy  like  me,  who  had  never — no,  not  once  in 
his  life — fared  sumptuously,  the  roasted  goose,  the  apple-pic.  the  plum-pudding,  the  sausages, 
and  the  boiled  mutton  and  vegetables,  displayed  on  the  board,  were  temptations  too  many  and 
too  great  to  be  resisted :  in  short,  at  that  moment  of  temptation,  such  were  my  feelings  of 
JHendahlp  towards  the  good  things  I  saw,  that  Z  would  have  risked  losing  all  my  money,  and 
my  wardrobe  to  boot,  rather  than  have  quitted  the  apartment  without  having  first  gratified 
ny  appetite  with  a  share  of  them. 

Pn>fesied  mendicants,  who  travel  tho  country  for  their  subsistence,  were  it  not  for  their 
intemperance,  wonki  be  a  very  long-lived  class  of  people ;  for  the  lightness  of  their  hearts, 
sod  ihe  gnai  exercise  they  take  in  pure  airfare  undeniable  promoters  of  longevity.  Excesses, 
however,  of  any  kind,  may  kill  a  giant,  and  mendicants  are  notorioos  for  those  they  commit. 
7hcy  seldom  entertain  scruples  of  conscience  regarding  their  amours  or  their  feasts,  but 
thoii^tlessly  ei^oy  both  to  their  hearts'  full  content :  and  he  who  imagines  that  the  doctrine 
of  a  temperance  society  could  convert  a  set  of  mendicants,  need  only  to  preach  it  to  the 
nwrry-hearted  crew  to  discover  that  his  doctrine  and  his  labour  might  as  well  have  been  given 
to  the  winds. 

On  the  occasion  I  am  now  relating,  vain  would  be  my  efforts  were  I  to  attempt  recounting 
ene-half  of  the  gormandizing  which  took  place.  No  set  of  friars,  revelling  unseen  by  the  eyes 
off  laymen,  could  gluttonise  much  more  voraciously  than  did  these  jovial  beggars.  They 
demolished  to  the  last  ounce  of  each  dish  on  the  table,  and  they  drank  of  small  and  of  strong 
beer  in  proportion  to  what  they  ate.  In  fine,  theirs  was  like  a  Norwegian  feast,  at  which  one 
article  serves  only  as  a  prelude  to  another,  until  nature,  wearied  by  repletion,  is  made  to 
eiclaim.  over  and  over  again,  *'  Hold,  for  heaven'k  sake,  enough  r* 

With  hirelings,  under  a  monarchical  government,  the  monarch's  name  is  trumped  forth  at 
that  of  the  ged  of  their  idolatry ;  and  however  weak  in  intellect  or  detested  by  the  nation 
the  monarch  may  be,  his  or  her  health,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  invariably  the  standard  toast 
St  their  public  messes,  on  the  removal  of  the  cloth.  Here,  however,  more  sincerity  was  used ; 
for  no  sooner  had  the  cloth  disappeared  from  the  board,  and  the  pipes  and  their  accompani- 
been  placed  there  in  its  stendt  than  a  snowy^hended  nandicsat^  standing  ^as^  «k  i&m  <d&. 
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the  oomponiont  around  him,  railed  hit  brinnniiig  flan  of  punch  to  bis  Hp«,  when  he  gave  aloud, 
with  peculiar  emphasis,  the  welMLnown  old  standing  toast  among  genuine  mendicants,  and 
quaffed  off  a  large  portion  of  its  contents. 

Smoking*  drinking,  story-telling,  and  ribaldry,  were  novr  resorted  to  by  the  party,  to  make 
time  pass  merrily  away.  The  more  juvenile  portion  of  the  company,  however,  quitted  the 
bacchanals,  to  adjourn  to  tlie  far  end  of  the  room,  where  we  all  of  us,  boys  and  girls  alike— 
and  I  WHS  one  among  the  numl>er— flayed  many  a  strange  prank  with  each  other ;  nor  is  this 
•urprising,  considering  tliat  we,  no,  not  one  of  us,  had  been  tutored  by  fastidious  masters,  who, 
no  matter,  how  learned  and  precise  tliey  may  be,  teach  that  which  they  themselves  rarely  or 
never  practise.  After  a  rather  protracted  term  of  enjoyment  that  way,  the  fair  mendicants  of 
the  adult  party  grew  tired  of  drinking  spirits  and  water,  when  they  brought  away  with  them 
fipom  tlie  convivial  board  a  one-eyed  fiddler,  who,  by-the-by,  pasted  as  totally  blind  in  the  daj 
time,  and  to  the  tunes  extracted  from  his  violin  the  youngsters  soon  commenced  cutting  capers. 
Let  those  persons  wlio  know  of  none  more  natural  or  better,  loudly  and  vehemently,  if  they 
please,  extol  court  and  aristocratic  balls,  where  pride,  vanity,  and  affectation  reign  triumphant 
In  almost  every  fair  female's  bosom ;  or,  should  they  prefer  such,  their  acclamations  may  be 
bestowed  on  opera  dances  and  other  public  assemblies,  got  up  expressly  for  the  gratification  of 
persons  in  high  life :  but,  for  my  part,  to  make  me  truly  happy,  g^ve  me  the  mendicants*  dance» 
when  the  mendicants  tbemsclvci ,  who  merrily  foot  it  with  me,  have  thrown  aside  for  the  night 
their,  crutches,  their  assumed  infirmities,  and  all  the  tricking  aru  of  their  venerable  trade ; 
that,  with  unsophisticated  mirth,  and  hearts  buoyant  as  if  grief  had  never  reached  them,  they 
may  be  prepared  to  give  and  to  receive  all  the  delight  which  the  happy  can  reciprocally  share 
and  bestow. 

Yes,  grant  me,  kind  fortune,  whenever  I  wish  for  it,  to  enjoy  the  sprightly  dance,  with  all 
the  delight  I  felt  at  the  Crowing  Cock ;  and  I  diall  rest  satisfied  that  enhanced  bliss,  derived 
from  dancing  in  more  refined  society  or  to  sweeter  music,  will  never  faXl  to  my  lot. 


CHAPTER   VL 

'*  Slm»H.'~Ohtkiimh,  fhink'at  thon  that  tiie  ooBmon  beggar  is  tke  meaiMtt  of  his  tribo  ? 
*'  ()bndiak,'~\9Ti\y,  Mend  Simon,  I  believe  tke  proverb,  *  Uie  richer  the  mma  the  greater  the  rogue,! 
applies  to  all  the  betn;iag  osaimuBity."  Tbb  Hoiomt  QniKBas. 

Thb  cares  of  the  wo^ld  weigh  but  lightly  on  those  favoured  mendicants  who  have  become 
thorough  proficients  in  |he  calling.  Unlike.agricultural  or  manufacturhig  labourers,  they  rise 
not  from  their  pillows  at  early  hours  of  the  mom,  when  the  god  of  sleep  most  invokes  them  to 
his  embrace,  but  revelliag  in  his  arms  at  some  cheerful  inn,  they  dream  delightful  dreams,  or 
slumber  away  the  time  until  the  fumes  arising  fhmi  the  preceding  night's  debauch  have  all 
been  dispersed,  and  a  comfortable  hot  breakfast  awaits  them. 

The  hours  for  business  now  approach,  and  the  mendicants  array  themselves  in  their  robes 
of  office ;  when  some  of  them,  like  fair  coquettes,  put  on  their  paints  and  patches ;  others, 
unknowingly,  copying  after  Hercules  and  Vulcan,  take  in  hand  their  clubs  or  their  crutches, 
and  duly  prepared  for  the  grand  business  of  life — the  great  work  of  imposition— they  sally  forth, 
refreshed  and  invigorated,  fjrom  their  several  places  of  abode.  They  are  all  of  them  rogues 
and  impostors ;  but  arrant  impostors  as  these  vagrants  are,  who  shall  dare  to  say  that  their 
impositions  equal  those  of  certain  empirics,  who  unhesitatingly  poison  their  patients  without 
even  having  ascertained  their  complaints  ?  Or  who  could  he  so  besotted  as  to  compare  these 
impositions  with  the  grosser  frauds  of  some  men  in  this  world  who  call  themselves  divines,  and 
preach  up  as  gospel  what  no  man  gifted  with  common  sense  can  comprehend  or  believe  ?  In 
abort,  the  crutch  of  a  beggar,  when  the  real  merits  and  demerits  of  their  possessors  have  been 
examined  into,  ought  not  to  be  thought  one-half  so  dishonourable  as  the  supporters  of  many 
lordly  coronets ;  and  who  is  there  living  that,  provided  he  knew  the  scales  of  divine  justice 
were  ready  poised  to  weigh  those  things  against  each  other,  would  not  a  hundred«fbld  rather 
travel  the  unexplored  road  to  eternity,  answerable  only  for  having  carried  a  mendicant's  stick 
in  preference  to  a  heathen  bishop's  crook,  or  some  of  the  precious  emblems  of  office  of  certain 
favonred  courtiers  high  in  dignity  ? 

To  coDclade  this  tatyect.    Avowedly  the  trained  beggar  Is  a  lying  impoetor.    Let  n^ 
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iowever,  aik,  whether  the  profeiior  of  anj  other  one  of  the  trades  or  professions  by  which 
.nan  aeqnlree  hia  subsistence  is  a  whit  better  than  this  begftr  ?  And,  if  honestly  replied  to»  we 
i^di  be  told  that  the.  craft  and  mystery  by  which  all  live  is  of  a  similar  nature  to  each  othtr  ; 
ind,  moreover,  th^t  the  key-stone  of  most  of  the  trades  and  professions  is  based  on  the  rock 
it  imposition. 

1  passed  ai^y  most  happily  a  great  portion  of  another  day  with  the  light-hearted  mendi* 
aants  and  little  Celia  Selina  Carolina  (for  beggars  m  low  life,  just  the  same  as  titled  ones, 
jove  to  christen. their  children  with  a  variety  of  names),  the  pretty  loss  who  had  footed  it  away 
io  merrily  with  me,  having  strained  her  ande  in  the  dance,  or,  what  answered  the  same  purw 
pMOa  aaid  that  the  had  done  so,  stayed  at  home  with  me  the  whole  time,  when  she  communU 
caieA  many  of  the  secrets. of  her  profesdon*  and  resorted  to  a  variety  of  coaxing  arts  to  induce 
AM  to.  become  .one.  of  tfadr  joyous  fraternity. 

With  regard  to  lair  woman,  it  is  said,  '*  when  she  deliberates  she  is  lost  ;**  but  for  a 
yoongiter,  soch  aa  I  then  was,  who  had  previously  met  with  nought  save  wickedness  from  the 
world*  it  proved  so  tempting  a  thing  to  be  tempted  by  aU  the  persuasive  arts  of  a  most  tempt* 
ing  little  maiden  of  about  my  own  age,  that  I  never  deliberated,  but  most  readily  agreed  to 
everything  her  winning  tongue  proposed  to  me ;  and,  consequently,  I  was  tn  almost  as  fair  a 
way  of  becondog  a  professed  mendicant  as  any  newly-appointed  prime  minister  can  be  of 
becoming  a  state  pauper* 

In  pretty  Celia  Selina's  society  the  hours  were  made  to  glide  most  pleasantly  away  with 
me,  fill  at  length  came  the  time  for  that  feasting  and  revelry  with  which  my  associates  always 
recompensed  and  consoled  themselves  for  those  rebuffs  which  their  professional  empIo>-meDt 
had  exposed  them  to  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.  The  mendicants  were  now  in  as 
good  humour  aa  on  the  preceding  day,  and  the  dinner  was  of  the  same  substantial  and  excel- 
lent quslity,  but  several  of  the  fraternity  present  at  yesterday's  meal  had  taken  their  departure 
from  the  town  to  campaign  elsewhere,  and  in  their  place  two  or  three  newly-arrived  beggars 
took  their  seats  at  our  social  board. 

It  was  now,  just  after  the  standing  toast  had  been  drunk/ tnat  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
me  for  hearing  the  old  white-headed  beggar,  the  father  of  the  crew,  declare  his  sentiments 
regarding  the  poor  laws  of  England,  he  having  been  drawn  into  the  declaration  of  his  opinion 
by  one  i  the  newly-arrived  members  of  the  community,  who,  it  seems,  had  so  greatly  mis- 
managed his  affairs  as  to  have  recently  been  the  inmate  of  a  poor-house,  wherein,  according 
to  his  statement,  he  was  restored  to  lost  health,  occasioned  by  excess  of  good  living,  by  means 
of  the  spare  diet  allowed  them,  but  which,  he  said,  had  brought  him  to  the  very  verge  of 
starvation. 

«*  And  well  may  it  have  done  so,**  observed  the  hoary-headed  patriarch  of  the  gang,  "  for 
the  poor  laws  threaten  ruin  to  all  that  comes  within  their  vortex.  They  are  the  curse  of  the 
country,  and  I  fear  will  bring  to  pauperism  even  the  most  experienced  members  of  our  profes- 
'  lion.  The  poor  laws  destroy  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  while  they  increase  the 
numbers  to  be  supported  on  a  common  fund,  paralyze  the  industry  by  which  the  fund  is 
reproduced  and  maintained.  The  most  direct  and  irresistible  evidence  is  likewise  afforded  of 
their  tendency  to  discourage  prudence  or  foresight — to  confer  a  premium  on  profligacy  and 
improvidence — to  render  economy  a  useless  incumbrance  on  poverty — ^to  annihilate  all  the 
relations  of  kindness  and  sympathy  between  the  rich  and  the  poor—to  dissolve  domestic  ties 
among  the  poor  themselves,  and  to  coqvert  our  rural  parishes  into  Indian  plantations,  peopled 
with  harsh  masters  and  with  refractory  slaves.  In  fine,**  concluded  the  hoary  mendicant,  *'  if 
the  poor  lawa  are  much  longer  admhiistered  in  the  way  they  now  are,  the  farmers  must  most 
of  them  beoome  mendicants,  and  our  trade  consequently  be  so  overstocked  with  members,  that 
there  will  be  no  possibility  of  living  by  it" 

"  I  see  how  it  is,**  said  a  swarthy,  ill-looking  gipsy  man,  who,  it  appeared,  had  recently 
been  driven  from  the  pursuit  of  his  old  avocation  and  that  of  his  forefathers  by  the  prosecu- 
tion and  punishment  be  had  met  with  for  pretending  truly  to  tell  people's  fortunes,  '<  none  but 
your  liCTnf*^'^  thieves  and  rogues  are  now  permitted  to  earn  a  living.  A  license  qualifies  any 
rogue  aa  a  field  ranter,  while  a  few  shillings  suffice  to  pay  for  the  license  of  a  hawker  and 
pedlar,  when  they  both  of  them  may  go  at  large  about  the  world,  ranting  their  humbug,  or 
cheating  every  one  they  can  manage  to  defraud  with  downright  imp^anl^^^ 
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**  Ah,  CoofMn-,"  r^<^ed  the  white-headed  Teteran,  <*  107011  would  haTeyovronft  IioeiiM(( 
T  see.  Apparently  you  doii*t  exactly  approve  of  the  law  which  punlihes  mich  of  the  enteiu 
prising  part  of  the  oomttunity,  as  eommoo  Iwaves  and  inpestors,  who  pretend  to  fortwM- 
telling,  the  use  of  spells,  or  similar  mysterious  feats  of  skill." 

**  Confound  aU  such  laws,"  exclaimed  Cooper,  '*  they  have  driven  me  to  my  wit's  end 
Co  Iwow  what  to  do  to  obtain  a  good  living.  What  thiak  you  of  it,  grey  head,  of  my  tumin; 
wiaard?- 

**  It  would  not  answer  your  pnrpoee,  my  Norwood  friead,*'  answered  the  old  vagrant,  "for, 
•rince  the  laws  against  wisards,  witches,  and  witcfaeraft  have  Jieen  aboUshed»  aebody  cares  a 
doit  about  the  orhnes  attributed  to  them ;  indeed,  imaginary  orimes  teqnh^  the  fsrtile  iaveih- 
tioQs  of  the  lawyer  tribe  to  set  officious  fools  at  work  to  hunt  them  oat  for  pnnishtteot; 
otherwise,  they  being  mere  phantoms,  would  cease  to  be  thought  e(^  eiNRi  Mnong  the  meit 
Ignorant  of  the  vulgar." 

I  '<  The  law  is  like  a  lop^aided  vessel,**  now  remarked  a  wooden«legged  mendicant,  dneeed 
■in  the  garb  of  a  sailor.  **  It  leans  all  on  one  side.  Look  now  at  the  com  laws,  don'l  they 
force  the  poor  and  the  needy  to  eat  their  bread  at  double  the  prkse  which  it  ought  to  be^  that 
the  rich  landholder  may  pocdiet  one-half  of  the  money  ?  And  are  we  not  forced  to  pay  ten 
times  its  value,  as  the  duty  on  our  tobacco^  because  that  the  law-makers  love  to  grfed  down 
the  poor,  to  save  their  own  purses  ?** 

"  Ah,"  rejoined  the  ancient  beggar,  '*  Jack  tar  has  spoken  the  truth,  the  phdn  troth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth :  poverty  is  slavery  in  all  countries ;  but  here,  in  this  land,  everybody 
knows  that  to  be  poor  is  to  be  overtaxed,  trod  on,  and  cheated  by  everybody,  and  in  every 
way.  Howsoever,  as  to  fortune-telling,  which  we  were  talking  of,  it  was  not  until  lately  that 
our  betters  were  allowed  to  gull  the  public  without  fear  of  punishment,  by  predicting  for  money 
this  or  that  luck  as  likely  to  befal  their  customers ;  while  we,  who  foretell  fortunes  by  the  stars 
^  the  palm,  are  still  to  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment  for  our  predictions.  It  is  all 
gross  injustice,**  added  lie,  after  a  pause,  and  taking  a  printed  paper  from  his  pocket.  After 
observing  it  had  beea  given  to  him  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  he  read  aloud  its  ootttentSy 
which  were  as  follows  ;— 

**  Phrenological  Predictions. — Persons  meditating  any  important  change  in  their  pursuit, 
parents,  before  deciding  on  a  business  or  profession  for  their  children,  should  consult  this 
science,  as  their  fortunes  depend  on  the  choice  harmonizUig  irith  its  predictions.  Terms,  five 
ehillings  and  upwards. 

**  Propxssor  Smtbson.  Z 

"  No  90  Market  street,  opposite  the  Swan  (inner  private  door). 

*«*  «  The  responses  of  the  adeooe,  as  far  as  will  conduce  to  the  ftiture  welfare  of  youth* 
■are  given  for  the  same.** 

The  mendkants  passed  many  jokes  upon  the  professor's  advertisement,  which  they  seemed 
to  tliink  a  clever  contrivance  for  imposing  upon  the  ignorant  and  unwary ;  but  the  general 
opinion  was,  that  the  government  would  not  long  tolerate  the  telling  of  fortunes  through  the 
agency  of  bumps  in  the  skull,  as,  if  permitted,  it  must  serve  as  a  licence  or  loop-hole  for 
admitting  all  the  trickery  of  fortune-telUng  into  general  practice. 

After  having  terminated  these  remarks.  Cooper,  the  Norwood  gipsy,  who  apparently  had 
been  absorbed  in  meditation  on  the  communication  just  made,  rousing  himself  from  his  reverie, 
spoke  as  follows :  -~  **  It  don^  signify  what  you  say,  bnmps  or  no  bumps,  a  pretty  lass  may 
venture  to  tell  gentlemen's  fortunes.  Knowledge,  I  know,  beyond  what  they  tiiemselves 
possess,  is  deemed  a  crime  by  the  magistrates,  who  scruple  not  to  send  even  the  learned 
astronoflser  to  prison,  to  labour  for  weeks  among  common  felons  for  having  cast  a  nativity ; 
yet  may  a  pretty  lass  venture  to  tell  a  gentleman's  fortune,  for  where  is  the  wretch  to  be  found 
who  is  cold-hearted  enough  to  inform  agahist  a  pretty  gu^  ?  or  where  is  there  a  brute  of  a 
magistrate  that  would  ooaviot  her?** 

The  mendicants  were  now  busily  at  work  feeling  the  bumps  on  each  others  heads,  and  T, 
having  first  indulged  myself  in  a  sly  laugh,  addressed  my  fair  young^  firiend  by  saying,  in  a 
whisper,  **  CeUa,  my  dear,  let  us  feel  each  other's  bumps,  and  you  shall  tun  fortune»teller,  for 
none  other  is  so  it  for  H." 

"<  I  agree  tdi  your  pfoposal,  piofided  yoa  will  aoconipaBy  me  about  the  eouitty,*  itid  tfaa 
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pntty  Im,  when  tlw  bavinf  grailed  a  sweet  smile  of  her  approbation,  we  tpontaneously  rose 
froDB  our  seat%  to  danct  a  meny  ji|;  to  the  music  of  the  one-eyed  fiddler. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

'  Par  Muy  •  jwmt  in  h«OMt  trad«  I  early  CoU'4  aad  late  | 
Paid  rsBt  aod  tax— nor  once  refawd  to  pay  the  poof'booie  rate, 
TintkaMe  gMwked,  aod  trade  deareaiei,  aad  treafclea  gatker'd  f^M, 
Ami  ill  ay  earaa  aad  Tcntarea  fail'd,— to  thia  1  eaaie  at  laat.** 


•«  Ib  laglHNI,  Ikaaaah  Taaated  laiad  of  Hberty,  traly  daplevaUe  katb  beea  theannaali  UL  TkooBtmU 

the  bsaea  bat  thomhlieec  ffatlowa  kava  be«B  aeiaed  upon  like  feUni,  and  poaiabed  without  trial  by 
-  ' *■' — '  la  tynaoicallf  goremed  ahlpa ;  yea,  kept  there  la  twoMd  alaf  ery,  to  toQ  and  to  flght 


**  We  wooder  not  diataaeh  profaaion'i  ahown ; 
Shawiliaa  ibey  give,  who  give  wbafa  aoi  tbatar 


eftbe 
•■til 


Hi  who  is  babftoated  to  eariy  risinj^,  finds  it  irksome  to  be  sTambering  in  bed  at  late  hours  of 
Hm  mondbg ;  and  I,  notwithstanding  that  I  had  footed  it  away  most  merrily  on  the  precedio; 
Bigbt,  was  up  betimes,  irhen  I  salKed  forth  from  the  Crowing  Cock,  to  enjoy  a  walk  before 
eur  breakfast  was  in  readiness  for  us. 

I  nnpfeniedftatedly  bent  my  steps  towards  the  harbour,  when  having  arrived  there, 
Md  wbOe  I  stcMd  leaning  over  a  rail,  looking  at  the  shipping,  in  the  hilarity  of  my  heart  f 
brake  forth  into  the  following  soliloquy : — '*  Here  am  I,  free  as  the  wind  blowing  around  me ; 
isr,  heppOj,  tbli  is  no  land  of  slavery.  I  am  young,  and  the  world  is  to  me  as  a  luxuriant 
gvdeOy  abottadlng  with  delidons  fruit,  all  ripe  and  ready  for  those  who  know  how  to  gather 
it  My  poat  motfier's  advice  shall  not  be  thrown  away  upon  her  friendless  child.  He  it  is 
who  win  Aow  honour  to  her  memory  by  attending  to  her  precepts,  and  carving  his  own  way 
to  fHtmie.  No  ibollsh  scruples  nor  qualms  of  conscience  shall  check  his  advancement ;  for, 
knawing  fiie  world  to  be  peopled  with  knaves  and  fools,  he  will  unscrupulously  hold  fast  what 
be  gets ;  wfaHe,  by  believing  in  the  promises  of  none,  yet  administering  to  the  vanity  of  all 
peiions,  lie  gleans  more  and  more,  until  those  riches  are  his  in  abundance,  which,  properly 
spread,  cense  all  other  advantages  to  accompany  them." 

"Jack,  ny  boy,llow  long  is  it  that  you  have  been  ashore  V*  now  asked  of  me  one  of  two 
very  ffl-looklng  felfows,  habited  fai  the  garb  of  sailors,  most  abruptly  interrupting  my  soliloquy. 
I  iUred  st  the  questioner  for  a  brief  space«  thinkhig  he  had  mistaken  me  for  some  other 
jeoCh,  aod  dwn  replied  to  hfan  by  saying,  that  I  had  lived  ashore  all  my  lifetime,  and  had 
■ever  been  aboard  ship.  •*  The  youngster  has  run  his  vessel ;  lay  him  aboard,  Ned,*'  now 
paeaipiorily  laU  one  of  these  ruffians,  interlarding  his  short  speech  with  several  vOianous 


.  Hot  Hking  the  appearance  of  •things  at  this  moment— thoug^h  still  I  could  form  no  conjec- 
tve  of  what  the  sidlort  wanted — I  looked  sharply  about  me,  intending  to  make  the  best  use 
of  my  legs  in  taking  FVench  leave  of  the  unmannerly  rascals.  I  might  as  well,  however,  have 
ipbred  myiatf  tlie  trouble  I  was  taking,  as  before  I  advanced  half  a  dozen  yards  on  my  road» 
a  severe  blow  from  a  bludgeon,  inflicted  on  the  back  part  of  my  head,  brought  me  sprawling 
on  the  ground ;  when  in  less  than  two  minutes  I  had  been  seized  hold  of  and  thrown  headlong 
toiihe  bottom  of  a  boat,  bto  which  my  brutal  assailants  jumped  after  me,  and  then  lost  no 
tfane  hi  pndBng  at  the  oan  to  a  vessel  anchored  at  the  outermost  part  of  the  harbour. 

The  rewelly  erimp — for  such  he  proved  to  be — had  inflicted  rather  a  severe  blow  on  my 
heed,  wliidi  bled  so  freely  during  the  time  we  were  in  the  boat  on  our  way  to  the  tender  ship 
—for  soch  she  was— that  on  my  arrival  on  board  I  was  neariy  insensible.  The  surgeon,  however, 
diissid  tmj  wocmdy  and  bandaged  op  my  head ;  when  I  was  put  to  rest  myself  in  a  hammock, 
the  motion  ef  which,  combined  with  that  of  the  ship,  which  laid  at  single  anchor,  pitching 
ikkstly-— for  it  blew  flrerii — made  me  grievously  sick,  when  in  attempting  to  relieve  my  sof- 
Mags  by  gettfegont  of  the  hammock,  it  flew  from  behind  me,  and  I  fell  prostrate  with  great 
ftiee  en  the  ddp^deuL 

*  GoafeOBd  the  hdiber,"  coarsely  vociferated  the  surgeon's  mate,  who  had  dressed  my  wound* 
al  M  Che  ■MabMtef  my  fall  had  been  engaged  witUn  a  few  fecftfiC  imaftB&c&0Aa!i^aM^Yc^«ii> 
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sional  aid  to  an  Irish  patient  by  bleeding  blm,  "  confound  the  young  lubber ;  be  hr j  knocked 
the  basin  oyer,  ind  spoilt  my  waistcoat*—**  The  devil  bother  him  T  exclaimed  the  Hibernian ; 
"  by  Jasus,  doctor,  but  I*d  sarve  it  out  to  him,  if  so  be  my  arm  was  done  bleeding,  and  bound 
up  dacently.  I  say,  doctor,  dear-^eure  it  has  bled  enough — ^bandage  my  arm,  will  you  ? — thst*s 
a  good  jontleman. " 

This  was  a  bad  time  for  entreaty.  The  patient  might  as  well  have  invoked  a  post  as 
expected  of  a  ship's  surgeon  to  bandage  up  his  arm  until  he  had  first  attended  to  his  soiled 
waistcoat,  which  he  now  did,  aided  by  the  boy  in  attendance  on  him,  who  brought  soap  and 
water  for  the  purpose*  The  mischief  however,  was  not  great,  as,  happily  for  the  disciple  of 
Galen,  the  apron  he  wore  reached  up  to  his  breast,  and  therefore  his  waistcoat  was  very  little 
the  worse  for  the  accident;  but,  as  regarded  the  Irish  patient,  he,  of  the  three  sufferers  of  us, 
had  the  most  cause  for  regret,  for,  although  a  robust  man,  he  was  brought  to  the  very  verge 
of  fainting  from  exhaustion  before  the  surgeon  could  spare  time  to  bandi^  up  the  vein  ha 
had  opened  of  his  arm. 

After  passing  twenty-four  hours  in  a  state  of  misery  on  board  the  tender,  I,  together  with 
aix  or  seven  more  impressed  persons,  were  conveyed  in  a  boat  belonging  to  that  vessel  to  the 
Zephyr  frigate,  anchored  outside  of  the  harbour.  Here  somewhat  more  liberty  was  allowed 
to  us  than  had  been  in  the  tender,  where,  it  should  be  observed,  we  had  been  treated  worse 
than  convicted  felons  pent  up  in  a  common  gaol. 

My  head  was  still  very  sore ;  but  I  was  no  longer  sea-sick,  and  having  a  set  of  blunt  tars 
about  mc,  who  were  willing  to  enter  into  conversation,  I  consulted  with  one  or  two  of  them 
regarding  what  steps  I  ought  to  take  to  procure  my  liberty.  They,  however,  soon  set  me 
right  on  the  subject,  by  communicating  the  melancholy  truth  that  freedom  at  that  time  was 
tolerated  in  British  sailors  only  when  they  were  not  wanted  for  his  Mijesty's  service,  and 
consequently  that  I  could  have  little  or  no  chance  of  regaining  mine  long  as  the  war  lasted* 
except,  indeed,  I  should  effect  my  escape  from  the  ship,  or  happen  to  lose  a  limb  or  an  eye  in 
the  service  of  my  country ;  in  which  last  case  they  said  that,  pijovided  my  recommendallona 
were  good,  I  might  be  granted  a  pension,  perhaps  sufficiently  large  to  keep  life  and  soul  toge* 
ther  for  the  rest  of  my  days.  "  But,**  observed  I,  in  the  simplicity  of  my  heart,  <*  I  can  be 
of  no  use  here,  for  I  am  no  sailor ;  nor  did  I  ever,  until  yesterday,  behold  even  ^he  outside  of 
a  ship." 

The  tars  laughed  at  my  innocence,  till  presently  one  of  the  most  ruilanly  of  the  crew 
turning  the  quid  in  his  mouth,  declared  that  *'  their  boatswain  would  soon  make  a  sailor  of 
me ;  for  d*ye  see.  Jack,"  added  he,  **  you  are  young  and  able,  but  many  of  the  lubbers  the 
crimps  send  here  are  old  chaps,  who,  most  of  them,  are  stiff-legged  or  stiff-fingered,  just  as 
though  they  had  been  tailoring  on  shop-boards  all  their  lives." 

To  narrate  more  of  my  conversation  with  the  sailors  is  unnecessary,  but  I  now  plainly 
discovered  I  had  fallen  into  the  most  loathsome  state  of  bondage  that  any  landsman,  disliking 
the  sea  service,  can  possibly  fall  into ;  repining,  however,  could  be  of  no  avail,  and  of  this 
I  was  so  sensible,  that  I  resolved  to  put  the  best  face  I  could  on  my  misfortune,  and  to  bear 
my  captivity  with  fortitude.  But  he  who  has  sipped  from  the  cup  of  sweets,  ere  it  was 
dashed  from  his  lips,  cannot  forget  the  sweet  draught  be  has  been  deprived  of;  though,  perhaps, 
had  he  been  permitted  to  drain  the  cup  to  its  bottom,  the  bitter  dregs  engendered  there  might 
have  cured  him  of  all  desire  of  ever  tasting  of  such  another  cup. 

For  my  part,  I  regretted  my  separation  from  little  Celia  Selina  with  infinite  regret,  and 
tears  involuntarily  started  to  my  ejes  whenever  I  contemplated  the  mendicant's  highly  preferable 
state  of  life  to  that  of  the  impressed  landsman,  doomed  to  waste  his  best  days  in  a  hated  ship  ; 
and  yet  I  was  sensible  that  I  should  have  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  mendicity  in  a  very  few- 
days,  had  I  not  fallen  into  the  clutches  of  infernal  crimps. 

At  the  time  this  deplorable  event  bcfcl  me,  it  so  happened  that  my  money  was  safe  in 
my  pocket,  but  then  it  hod  been  reduced  by  one  half  from  what  it  was  previous  to  my  falling 
into  the  society  of  the  happy  mendicants.  The  two  days*  expenses  at  the  Crowing  Cock 
had  eased  me  of  fifteen  shillings,  in  addition  to  which  1  had  lightened  my  purse  by  several 
purchases  made,  and  the  loan  of  five  shillings  to  accommodate  pretty  Celia  Selina ;  but  it 
may  be  observed,  that  she  would  not  have  needed  this  sum,  only  for  the  circumstance  of 
har  having  sprained  her  ancle,  and  so  missed  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  her  mother 
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to  «  DcigfabooriBg  Coir.  StiD,  poor  ai  I  was,  I  haYo  my  doubts  whether  there  was  a  singft  ' 
sailor  before  tbe  aast,  belonging  to  the  proad  frigate  I  was  on  board,  who  could  have  produced 
even  ten  shflUngSt  though  that  paltry  sum  might  have  been  made  available  to  procure  him 
great  advantages.  Compared  to  my  shipmates  I  was  rich,  for  I  had  a  sovereign  and  a  shilling 
in  my  parse ;  but  the  loss  of  my  clothes  vexed  me ;  and,  as  not  one  man  out  of  our  free-born 
crew  was  permitted  liberty  to  go  onshore,  I  got  a  Jew  slopseller  to  carry  a  note  to  Portsmouth 
for  little  Celia,  who  promised  me  he  would  use  his  best  endeavours  to  procuro  an  answer  from 
her,  and  to  bring  me  off  my  clothes.  However,  all  the  satisfaction  I  got  by  this  measure  was 
that  of  recovering  a  single  shirt,  which,  by  the  Jew's  account,  the  landlord  had  sent  me  word 
was  all  he  could  find  belonging  to  me ;  While,  as  to  Celia,  it  appeared  she  was  away  on  an 
exeunioa  to  some  country,  fair  on  the  business  of  her  profession,  at  the  time  when  the  Jew 
called  at  tbe  Crowing  Cock ;  therefore  my  note  was  left  there  for  her,  but  from  that  day  to 
tbe  present  I  have  not  received  an  answer  to  my  epistle. 

llie  second  day  after  that  of  my  embarkation  we  hove  anchor  and  made  sail ;  but  as  the 
captain  carried  sealed  orders,  not  to  be  opened  until  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  Madeira,  nobody 
in  the  ship  knew  to  what  |dace  we  were  bound ;  consequently,  innumerable  were  the  conjectures 
formed  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  more  as  we  were  victualled  for  a  long  voyage. 

I  now  had  ample  opportunity  afforded  me  for  contemplating  the  lire  of  a  sailor,  which  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  trumpeted  forth  in  its  favour,  is  one  of  unceasing  drudgery.  The  sailor 
cannot  call  a  sh^le  minute  his  own.  Alike,  day  and  night,  he  must  obey  the  shrill  notes  of  a 
boatswam's  whistle ;  while  for  the  most  trivial  neglect  of  duty,  or  negligence  of  any  kind,  he  is 
liaUe  to  be  punished  more  severely  than  most  felons  are  for  their  crimes.  In  short,  a  British 
sailor^  thon^  as  far  as  manly  qualities  go,  inferior  to  no  man,  was  at  the  time  in  question  so 
extremely  degraded,  from  the  arbitrary  nature  of  the  naval  service,  that  scarcely  any  other 
class  of  men  in  any  oountry  are  reduced  if>  the  same  lowly  state  of  degradation. 

When  misfortunes  overtake  us,  we  are  apt  to  think  them  worse  than  those  by  which  other 
persons  are  afflicted ;  for,  roost  indubitably,  almost  everything  in  life  is  viewed  la  a  wrong  light 
■  and,  perhaps,  no  persons  in  life  are  eitlier  so  happy  or  so  unhappy  as  the  world  would  make 
them  out  to  be.  My  fate  certainly  appeared  hard,  to  have  been  seised  upon  by  crimps,  and 
doomed  to  be  made  a  sailor,  and  banished  to  foreign  realms,  like  a  condemned  criminal ;  yet, 
when  we  were  employed  upon  long  and  tedious  night  watches  on  our  voyage,  the  landsmen  on 
board  the  Zephyr,  who  had  been  victimised  by  crimps,  related  our  tales  to  each  other ;  and  I 
found  that  my  case  was  by  no  means  comparable  for  hardships  to  those  of  many  others  among 
OS — one  of  which,  as  a  humane  hint  to  administrations  that  encourage,  or  even  tolerate,  the 
infamous  trade  of  crimping  men,  I  will  summarily  record. 

**  Since,  shipmates,  you  are  pleased  to  signify  a  desire  to  be  made  acquainted  with  my  story," 
said  tbe  relator,  a  man  apparently  verging  on  bis  fortieth  year,  ^  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
my  iiither  was  a  small  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brentford,  and  on  his  dying,  which  hap* 
pened  when  I  was  in  my  twenty-fourth  year,  I  succeeded  to  the  tenantry  of  his  farm ;  and 
about  a  jear  afterwards,  wanting  a  helpmate,  married  an  amiable  young  woman,  who  made  me 
an  excellent  wile,  by  whom  I  have  six  children  now  living. 

**  My  father  left  little  wealth  behind  him,  and  my  wife  brought  me  none ;  but,  for  a  time 
after  our  union,  our  joint  frugality  and  industry  made  our  affairs  go  on  swimmingly,  insomuch 
that  we  were  getting  before  the  world,  for  we  had  spare  money  in  store. 

*'  The  sun  of  prosperity  does  not  always  shine.  An  increasing  family — the  galling  pressure 
of  tithes— and  almost  year  after  year  a  change  of  times  for  the  worse,  gradually  altered  our 
condition ;  till  at  length,  though  we  fared  harder  than  our  labourers,  we  could  no  longer  make 
borh  ends  meet.  When  we  were  in  this  woful  state,  often  have  I  been  compelled  to  part  with 
implements  of  husbandry  and  articles  of  household  furniture,  to  enable  me  to  pay  exorbitant 
poor-rates,  to  support  the  idle  and  the  worthless,  who  fared  better  than  myself. 

*'  But,  shipmates,*'  resumed  the  broken-down  farmer,  after  having  wiped  away  a  tear  or 
two  from  his  care-worn  face,  *'  not  to  harrow  my  own  feelings  or  tire  your  patience  by  an 
unnecessarily  long  tale,  I  shall  pass  over  the  minute  relation  of  our  misery,  and  leave  you  to 
judge  how  it  must  have  been  increased,  year  after  year,  from  the  time  when  I  had  a  good, 
well-stocked  farm,  to  that  of  my  possessing  no  article  worth  a  single  shilling.  Whea  m^  CasxsxV'^ 
reduced  to  a  state  of  utter  destitution,  I  was  taken  into  cuilod^  V>^  iiyttSx  li<n&  \Xv^  ^^noN. 
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ftNT  great  waf  the  penalty  attached  to  this  offence.    For  the  tame  cante  no  ship  captain  would 
take  any  perBon  from  the  island,  unless  he  had  a  permit  from  the  government  there. 

We  had  heen  in  harbour  about  a  month,  when  a  Spanish  brig  of  war  from  Porto  Rico, 
which  had  been  caught  at  sea  in  a  hurricane  while  cruising  in  our  neighbourhood,  entered 
the  harbour  of  Port  Royal,  as  we  were  taught  to  believe,  to  procure  shelter. 

There  is  a  favouring  time  for  all  things,  and  I  was  now  doomed  to  discover  that  resolution 
and  perseverance  may  triumph  over  great  difficultiee.  One  of  the  lieutenants  belonging  to 
the  Spanish  vessel  was  an  Englishman,  and  it  so  happened  that  I  being  on  shore  in  attendance 
on  our  captain,  who,  on  the  death  of  bis  penonal  lerving  man,  had  taken  me  into  his  service, 
as  he  said,  on  account  of  my  cheerfulness  and  activity,  contrived,  by  means  of  little  services 
rendered  at  a  coffee-house  to  him,  to  scrape  an  acquaintance  with  this  officer,  who,  it  should 
be  mentioned,  lodged  only  a  door  or  two  from  my  captain's  qoarten. 

The  officer  in  question  appeared  to  me  a  man  after  my  own  heart ;  his  lofty  aphrit  com- 
nanded  respect  from  every  one,  while  hit  easy  mannen  gained  the  goodwill  of  many ;  but  I 
subsequently  found  that  he  was  a  man  whoee  education  would  have  done  honour  to.a  Spartan 
of  olden  timea.  No  scruples  of  conscience  disturl>ed  his  breast  When  it  could  be  achieved 
with  safety,  this  extraordinary  personage  would  unscrupulously  have  robbed  from  the  church 
•r  chapel  of  any  religious  class  of  the  great  community  of  the  world.  He  would  have  taken 
away  its  plate,  its  valuable  shrines,  or  its  wine,  but  disregarded  the  sacred  wafers ;  and  when 
the  act  had  been  achieved,  he  would  have  gloried  in  his  robbery,  and  turned  his  booty  to  the 
battaocount. 

After  a  growing  intimacy  of  some  days,  I  thought  I  had  delved  into  the  character  of  this 
remarkable  lieutenant,  and  that  I  could  bring  him  into  the  humour  of  furthering  my  viewa. 
Accordingly  I  ventured  to  open  my  heart  to  him,  by  confiding  to  him  the  tale  of  my 
grievances,  and  hinting  at  my  eagerness  to  effect  my  escape  from  servitude  in  the  British 
frigate. 

I  was  correct  in  my  conjecture,  and  my  confidence  was  not  misplaced ;  while,  to  prove  the 
force  of  opinion,  I  avow,  that  from  that  day  forward  I  have  thought  the  better  of  myself  for 
^e  juft  estimate  which  I  then  formed  of  this  intrepid  man. 

**  My  boy,"  said  he,  after  having  mused  over  certain  parts  of  my  tale,  but  assuming,  as  he 
spoke,  the  manner  of  a  man  not  to  be  played  with,  **  those  who  mean  to  deceive  always  have 
recourse  to  oaths,  but  your  little  pranks  satisfy  me  tlut  you  are  worthy  of  being  served ; 
therefore  I  shall  at  once  tell  you  what  to  do  that  you  may  regain  your  freedom,  and 
you,  youngster,  in  return,  must  tell  me  as  candidly  whether  you  dare  to  perform  what  I 
propose.** 

The  gallant  officer  now  communicated,  as  a  secret,  that  his  ship  was  to  depart  at  mid- 
night, and  told  me  he  would  furnish  me  with  a  sleeping  draught,  to  be  put  into  my  captain's 
'grog  that  evening,  when  all  I  should  have  to  do,  he  said,  would  be,  after  doting  his  allow, 
ance,  to  possess  myself  of  what  valuables  the  captain  had  on  shore  with  him,  and  then 
hasten  to  an  appointed  fpot  at  the  water*s  edge,  where  he  himself  and  a  boat's  crew  would 
be  in  waiting  to  take  me  off  in  their  boat  to  the  Santa  Maria,  whose  anchor  would  then  be 
apeak,  and  the  canvass  of  her  courses  lying  loosened  from  her  yards. 
J  The  prospect  now  held  out  to  me  of  escape  from  the  man-of-war  filled  my  heart  with  joy, 
and  I  was  warm  in  expressions  of  my  thanks  to  the  lieutenant  for  his  generous  offer,  though 
'inwardly  resolved  not  to  commit  the  robbery  he  had  made  a  condition  of  our  agreement ;  for, 
Jesuit  like,  I  was  willing  to  take  all  the  good  I  could  procure  for  myself,  and  to  shirk  all  the 
evil.  Consequently,  for  the  sake  of  escaping,  I  readily  agreed  to  the  terms  proposed  by  him; 
when  the  preliminajies  having  been  arranged,  everything  else  was  speedily  settled  between 
us,  fur  the  lieutenant  was  not  so  much  a  man  of  words  as  of  deeds. 

My  eaptahi,  who  Hved  in  perpetual  dread  of  a  viritation  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  had 
^carried  off  so  many  of  his  crew,  led  a  very  recluse  regular  life  on  shore,  and  kept  early  hours; 
and  I,  having  duly  received  the  promised  sleeping  draught,  administered  it  to  him  in  h'n  last 
cup  of  the  night,  which,  by-the-bye,  happened  to  be  one  containing  medicine,  and  therefore 
in  that  nauseous  mixture  the  new  iogredient  was  not  discernible.  The  effect,  however, 
proved  admirable,  as  the  patient  was  thrown  into  a  sound  sleep  almost  before  he  could  retire 
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HafiB^  satisfied  myself  of  the  naval  oaptain's  ooadiiiooy  I  locked  the  door  of  his  chamber 
apoB  him,  and,  with  the  key  in  my  possession,  took  a  hasty  departure  from  the  lodging-housa 
to  attend  with  panctoality  to  my  appoiatment. 

I  found  the  brave  lieutenant  waiting  for  me  on  'the  beach  smoking  a  cigar,  and  pacing 
backwards  and  forwards  opposite,  to  his  boat,  which  lay,  ready  manned,  a  short  distance  out 
at  sea.  Having  gently  hailed  me  in  the  dark,  and  ascertained  who  I  wai^  he  addressed  me 
by  saying,  "  Well,  boy,  all's  right,  I  see,  for  here  you  are ;  but  say,  what  booty  have  you. 
brought  fiom  the  king's  ofiGk:er?*' 

**  Noble  sir,**  replied  !«  "  I  gave  the  captain  his  dose,  whieh  set,  him  asleep,  but  ere  I 
conld  3o  more,  I  was  disturbed  by  some  one  approaching  the  chamber,  .which  made  me  glajd 
to  escape  without  ransacking  his  locker ; — indeed,  I  iear  I  am  now  being  pjursued.**  • 

**  Ton  are  a  swab  and  a  lubber ;  I  thought  better  of  you,V  eielaimed  the  lleutenantt 
fwearing  several  bitter  oaths.    **  Howsoever,  you  may  stay  bc^d  and  be  — —  Co  you." 

At  this  declaration  I  most  earnestly  entreated  of  the  Ueotenant  to  take  ne  away  with  him^ 
laying  I  should  be  flogged  to  death  if  be  left  me  to  the  captain's  mercy. 

The  lieutenant  listened  to  me  w|^h  more  patience  than  1  expected  he  would  have  showi^ 
■ad  then,  after  a  pause  of  some  duratfon,  which  filled  my  mhtd  with  paioftil  appreheasfien*  be 
said,  "  Well,  yonngster,  though  I  suspect  you  are  not  of  the  value  of  a  pinch  of  oakum,  I 
shall  overlo^  your  neglect  of  duty  in  not  having  pillaged  the  naval  captain,  and  I  will  tak* 
joa  off  with  me.** 

I  warmly  thanked  the  brave  man  finr  hb  kindness  to  me,  and  he,  after  smoking  a  hw  whifli 
of  his  cigar,  said,  **  The  wind's  fair,  and  with  spread  canvass  we  shall  walk  over  the  wkie 
waters  in  a  giffy  ;**  and  then,  in  the  Spanish  tongue,  he  hailed  his  boat,  which  faistantly  put 
to  land,  and  we  were  seated  in  her,  and  she  was  bending  her  way  to  the  brig  almost  imme« 
ifiately. 

"  Keep  a  still  tongue  in  your  head,  as  yon  value  a  whole  skin,**  said  the  lieutenant  to  me 
while  the  boat  was  behig  rowed  to  the  brig ;  **  as,  d'ye  see,  lad,  we  have  queer  hands  aboard, 
who  thfaik  no  more  of  skinning  a  living  Protestant  than  bleedfaig  a  pig.** 
•    *«  By  the  shade  of  my  mother,*  thought  I,  **  I  have  stepped  oat  of  the  fiTlng-pan  into  the 
ire.    Here^s  a  pretty  business  I  have  made  of  it;  mylifelyiogatthemereyof  themercUess.** 

-Uj  flensaCkms  at  this  Ume  were  anything  but  pleasant,  yet  in  ten  minntes  we  were  aloof- 
iUe  the  brlg^  when  I  saw  additional  and  stronger  grounds  than  heretofore '  for  sUrring  mj 
fears.  BaU^doMD  ferocious,  half^naked  blacks,  armed  with  a  brace  of  pistols  and  a  cutlasa 
tarh,  stood  hi  the  ship's  gangway  to  receive  us  on  board ;  meanwhile  a  number  of  Creole 
Spasdards  were  assembled  on  the  after-deek,  engaged  in  noisy  conversation ;  while  bustUng 
Uaeks,  intermixed  with  men  ef  colour' of  all  castes,  thronged  the  waist  and  fore-part  of  the 


I  knew  not  one  word  of  what  was  said,  but  the  truly  savage  appearance  of  the  ship's  crew 
might  have  appalled  the  heart  of  a  stout  man  In  my  situation,  and  I  scruple  not  to  avow  that 
I  Involuntarily  shuddered  as  I  hastily  contemplated  the  busy  scene  aronnd  me ;  and  I  would 
have  thought  myself  happy  to  have  been  once  more  in  safety  on  board  the  Zephyr,  evea 
tiioogh  doomed  to  receive  a  severe  punishment  for  the  oflfences  I  had  committed  against 
naval  discipline. 

The  lieutenant  of  my  acquaintance,  whom  for  the  first  time  I  now  heard  called  by  the  name 
of  Jones^  having  exchanged  a  few  words  in  conversation  with  his  captain,  in  which,  I  presume^ 
be  nude  his  report  of  the  duty  he  had  transacted  at  Martinique,  called  me  ioto  the  presence 
of  that  commander,  who,  however,  took  no  particular  notice  of  me,  but  employed  himself  in 
issaiDg  orders ;  upon  which  all  became  bustle  in  the  ship,  till  presently  she  was  under  weigh, 
gilding  rapidly  through  the  water  with  her  stem  to  the  shore. 

My  friend  the  lieutenant  now  told  me  that  there  was  a  hammock  ready  for  me,  and  bid  me 
descend  from  the  deck  under  the  guidance  of  a  flat-nosed  black  fellow,  whom  he  pointed  out, 
saying  he  was  a  gunner's  mate,  who  would  be  my  messmate  and  look  after  me. 

Accordingly,  as  this  was  no  fit  time  for  idle  talk,  and  I  was  not  altogether  at  my  ease 
respecting  Lieutenant  Jones's  conduct,  1  followed  after  the  black  in  silence  till  he  stopped 
between  decks,  and  made  signs  to  me  to  signify  which  hammock  I  was  to  turn  into.  This 
too  I  presently  did,  though  I  felt  myself  extremely  disgusted  with  m^  ^t^^  >2qa  ^w^i&3B%  ^ 
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wMoh  wti  fUn  warn  from  the  perapinitloB  of  lovio  penon  who  oouU  not  baro  riaen  maDy 
afaiatea  (Von  It ;  whOe^  fipon  the  peoaliar  oily  odavr  arUng  from  Um  beddmff,  and  which  well- 
nigh  poisoned  my  nostrils,  I  felt  convinced  thai  tho  indbridnal  in  qnoilloB  comid  be  no  other 
tban  a  gtotsy^sklaaed  blaek. 

The  AiToured  ehfld  of  Ibrluae,  who  b  My  |>aaiperod  with  deKeadea,  aad  has  a  heart  quite 
at  ease,  may  bo  aa  Ihstidioiisly  nioe  aa  he  pleoiea  in  the  quality  of  hii  bedding,  but  the  lea 
iifoared  mortal,  who  happem  to  bo  iituaCod  fci  saeh  a  way  aa  I  was  on  this  ontoward 
oeeaaion,  even  the  most  deUcate  lady  might  readily  pardon  for  anbmittlog  fai  sBenee  to  ooeapy 
the  aleepfaig  qvartera  allottod  to  him.  Beddea,  while  I  lay  tnmbling  and  tossing  my  body 
itent  hi  my  losithiomo  bed,  pertpiring  like  a  sonflower  frtai  the  eflbets  of  hitolerable  heat, 
always  UievitiMe  hi  low  ittiiitleaa  withitt  the  tropica,  bat  BMde  almost  auflbeatlag  where  I' 
wea^  from  the  eoafaed  air  between  deeka  of  oar  erewded  ship,  and  alao  feeUng  myself,  aa  I 
did»  within  an  oee  ef  being  petooned  by  the  horrid  steoch  beqoeathed  to  me  by  my  prede- 
OMaor,  I  eooM  not  §A  tetaoHag  apon  the  Meateaant^s  advice,  whereby  he  had  cautioned  me 
to  keep  a  still  tongue  fak  my  head,  that  I  m||ht  be  spared  from  becoming  the  vietfan  of  a  crew 
w1m»  thought  no  mere  of  skfnmag  a  livhig  Pretealant  than  of  bleedfaig  a  pig. 

kithemidslefa8leaMliogdlfllcultles,whcalgetaHttlehaMtaatedtothem,  somehow  1 
dhwysindmyeearageottaspirllrisewllhtheooeasleB;  andnow,  whHe  I  lay  in  the  Uadi 
aa^'a  hammock,  pertpiring  almoat  tgdeath,  irenicaUy  1  whispered  to  myself,  « IVuly  I  am  in 
oomfortable  quarters,  no  one  ever  had  a  wanner  berth ;"  when,  soon  as  I  had  aolikiquised !» 
Aiiway,  I  fclt  mare  maalery  over  myseK  and  shortly  oAerwardr  M  hito  a  profbund  sleep.  .. 


CHAPTBR  IX. 


-Lmai  aatOl  •fciMriMepriwtalwpil 
fl«r  nation— lkic'--liow  tprnt  tli*  mtirsf  f 
Ttey  •«•  Ike  i%vftl,  aacm  to  lk«  hdl, 
Hoiit  Mt  tbe  kMi  aft  tMe^  «n4  flMkaa  aaik* 

A  itaw  day  had  acarcaly  dawned  on  the  laxuilast  islanda  ef  ihe  Weat  Indies,  whan  ao 
nnceaunoa  buttle  on  the  8hip*a  deck  awoke  me  fremsleep  to  a  painftd  aease  of  my  caoditicii* 
The  watch  b^eiw  were  now  turning  out  of  theb  hammocks,  ibr  all  haodahad  been  piped  upon 
dcA,  aud  my  sew  measmate,  the  gunner^  mat%  net  having  ehsarvad  that  I  waa  already  awaken 
gmre  me  a  rude  tweak  by  the  noae^  as  a  preliminary  slop  t*  hb  signiljnag  to  me  that  my 
puteaee  waa  leqaiied  above*  I  obeyed  the  uDgenftesl  sumaoaa  with  alacrity,  and  in  a  triew 
viaa  among  the  bectlmg  crowd  upon  deck ;  yet»  bdbre  1  oonki  get  thav%  a  allotted  oanao^. 
fired  from  JoBl  over  any  head,  aUrtled  me  not  a  little,  at  theaauM  time  that  it  aUed  my  mhid 
with  conjectures,  intermixed  with  apprehensions,  that  the  Zephyr  vras  paying  us  an  unwel 


Every  maa  of  the  crew  was  now  at  his  quarters)  bat  having  had  OApartkolar  statioa  allettei 
to  me,  I  kept  beaide  my  measasate,  the  gimneKs  mat<^  whoae  poet  waa  at  a  laog  brasa  twdvoki. 
poonder,  the  stammesi  gun  on  the  larboard  akia  of  the  brig.  However,  1  had  not  been  here 
maoy  minutes  before  lieutenant  Jones  ordered  bm  aloft  into  the  mitaa  tap,  and  from  thence 
I  had  a  fine  view  afforded  me  of  the  passing  scene. 

A  strange  sal,  evUantly  a  hu^  vesael,  was  in  sight  and  her  appearance  had  oecasiened  our 
captain  to  pipe  all  handa  upon  deck,  and  to  send  every  man  of  the  crew  to  his  quarters. 
When  we  neared  upon  her,  it  was  disoovered  that  she  waa  not  a  ship  of  war,  yet,  in  defiaooe  off 
our  signala  to  her  to  bear  dbwn  to  leeward  of  us,  she  eontiooed  steering  a  course  away  from 
the  Santa  Maria,  with  all  her  canvass  spread  to  the  wind.  Another  and  yet  another  gun  waa 
fired,  but  still  she  changed  not  hqr  course,  although  we  gained  fast  upon  her.  At  lengtin 
having  come  within  half-gun  range  of  the.  stranger,  we  fired  a  shot  at  her  rigging,  which 
paved  through  her  mizan-staysaU,  when  her  commander,  no  longer  daring  to  resist  our 
pleasure,  backed  his  mainsail,  and  we  passed  close  to  windward  of  him.  Through  a  speaking. 
trumpet  he  was  now  hailed  by  our  captain  in  the  Spanish  tongue,  to  which  his  reply  was  in 
Engliah.  Lieutenant  Jones  next  hailed  him,  asking  what  ship  it  was,  where  he  was  bound  to, 
and  in'  what  consisted  the  cargo.    "  The  Stately,  from  London  bound  to  Jamaica,  with 

WMM  the  reply,  given  in  a  hoarse»  reogh  voice» 
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Met  who  best  know  tbeir  own  spedes  aro  always  suspidout  of,  and  rarriy  conBde  in,  the 
word  of  others,  vHien  better  securitj  can  be  obtained.  We  now  manned  a  boat,  in  wWdh 
IJentflnaiit  Jones  prooeeded  on  board  the  Stately ;  Knd  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  minutes  ov 
boat  rotnmed  back  to  the  Santa  Maria,  ibUowed  by  one  beboging  to  the  Stately,  rowed  by 
two  sailors,  and  bearing  in  her  the  ship's  commander  and  one  of  his  passengers. 

On  his  nMunting  to  our  deck  the  merchant  captain  looked  around  him  with  fearful  surprise, 
cansed  by  beholding  our  warlike  appearance  and  formidable  erew,  who  were  most  of  them 
drawn  np  two  defp  in  the  gangway,  each  individual  armed  with  a  brace  of  pistols  stuck  in  a 
waist  bdt,  and  a  sabre  suspended  from  his  thigh.  The  brass  cannon,  too,  of  which  we  had 
ffi|1itrfin  pieces  asonnted  upon  deck,  were  ready  run  out,  and  a  gunner  stood  to  each  witka 
liimsteh. 

The  knowlodgo  he  had  of  manklndi  which  made  our  dreaded  comssander  dubious  of  (ho 
veracity  of  Captain  Edgar,  now  prompted  him  to  order  me  down  irom  the  misen  top,  that  I 
mijgfat  bo  present  to  hear  what  the  merchant  skipper  and  Lieutenant  Jones  said  to  each  other, 
for  though  he  knew  I  oonld  not  be  catechised  on  the  subject  by  any  individual  on  board  safe 
Jones  Hmaritf  jtt  he  bore  in  mind,  that  when  he  next  put  into  port  he  could  employ  soae 
person  to  qoestion  nie»  and  thus  ascertain  whether  his  lieutenant  had  in  any  way  deceifid 
him.  Aoeordin^yt  Captain  ISdgar,  in  my  presence,  and  before  all  the  superior  officers  of  the 
Mjg»  was  now  jnterrogmted  by  I  lieutenant  Jones  on  all  points  regarding  his  vessel,  and  also 
made  to  produce  his  bill  of  lading  and  ship's  papers  of  every  sort,  which  documents  were 
attentively  looked  at  by  our  captain,  although  he  could  not  make  out  a  word  of  their  meaning. 

At  length,  after  mufch  questioning,  and  a  severe  lecture  given  him  for  not  having  laid  to 
immediately  he  had  been  signalled  from  our  ship  of  war,  the  merchant  captain  was  dismissed 
by  our  ooounander,  and  allowed  to  return  to  his  vessel ;  not,  however,  without  receiving  a 
caution  that,  as  he  valued  his  future  safety,  he  was  on  no  account  to  let  it  transpire  in  Jamaion 
that  he  bad  been  boarded  in  the  Caribbean  Sea  by  a  foreign  ship  of  war;  but  as  to  our  brig^ 
name,  it  was  not  permitted  to  any  one  on  board  us  to  make  it  known  to  him. 

The  mercy  that  our  commander  had  thus  shown  to  Captain  Edgar,  by  not  having 
captured  his  vessel,  and  made  prisoners  of  every  soul  on  board  of  her,  I  acknowledge,  con- 
sidering what  I  had  seen  of  Uie  crew  of  the  Santa  Maria,  extremely  astonished  me.  Oar 
captain,  however,  had  oogent  reasons  for  showing  this  great  lenity,  inasmuch  as  a  West 
Indiaman,  though  a  laige  and  good  ship,  was  not  worth  his  capturing,  when  freighted,  as  the 
Stately  was,  with  noqght  save  plantation  stores.  Had  he  captured  her  it  nught  have  brought 
«  British  cruiser  in  search  of  him,  and  consequently  occasioned  the  loss  of  his  war-brig  in 
tetura  for  the  worthlom  prise;  or,  under  any  circumstances,  the  ill-timed  capture  must  have 
compelled  him  to  quit  his  present  cruising-groond.  **  You  ought  to  consider  yourselves 
li^ly  favoured  by  fartnne  to  have  escaped  uninjured  from  a  set  of  barbarians,  who  think  no 
BBore  of  AinniHg  Jiving  Protestants  than  of  slaughtering  so  many  pigs,"  thought  I,  when 
looking  at  Edgar  and  his  companions,  while  their  boat  was  passing  over  the  rough  ocean 
wnder  our  stem,  on  hor  way  back  to  the  Stately.  Presently,  however,  the  frail  little  boat 
was  alongside  that  shipb  when  soon  I  saw  it  hoisted  astern  of  her,  and  the  merchantman 
making  all  the  sail  she  could  to  get  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  Santa  Maria. 

PitHn  not  understanding  anything  of  the  Spanish  language,  I  oould  only  guess  at  the  seft- 
thnents  of  onr-crew  with  rc^gard  to  the  Stately  having  been  allowed  to  depart  from  us  without 
overhanUqg  her,  and  in  safety ;  yet,  assuredly,  if  a  true  judgment  couU  be  formed  from  the 
gestnree  and  manners  of  our  people,  I  should  take  on  me  to  pronounce  that  the  desperate  bao4 
felt  disappointed  and  aogry  on  the  occasion. 

The  bnsfaiem  of  subordinate  heroes  is  to  blindly  obey  orders,  and  not  to  reflect  upon  tbeir 
nature;  or  presume  to  question  them ;  consequently  stir  and  bbstle  are  great  promoters  of 
disdpline  among  organized  bodies  of  men,  and,  to  judge  by  his  conduct,  our  commander  was 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  this  truth.  To  use  a  vulgar  adage,  be  was  one  of  those  persons 
who  look  before  they  leap;  and  I  saw  his  keen  eyes  busily  employed,  reading,  as  it  were,  into 
the  sentiments  of  his  people,  before  he  issued  his  orders  to  them,  or  in  any  manner  disturbed 
their  cogitations  on  the  subject  of  the  merchantman's  departure.  This  brave  commander's 
genera]  policy,  as  I  afterwards  found,  was  to  balance  parties  against  each  other,  and  employ 
•pies  in  the  oovncils  of  orery  faction. 


HB  THE  ROMANCIST  AND  NOVELIST'S  LIBRARY. 

Oar  brig  was  all  this  time  lying  to,  with  her  mainsail  aback,  yet  making  tome  headwa 
before  the  trade  wind,  which  blew  at  the  rate  of  five  knots  an  hour.     Till  now,  Captain  Qui- 
rorga,  for  this  was  our  commander's  name,  issued  his  orders  through  a  speaking-trumpet,,  when 
in  five  minutes  our  yards  had  been  braced  round,  and  the  ship's  sails  were  filled  from  the 
larboard  quarter,  bearing  us  along  at  a  steady  rate  upon  a  new  course. 

AU  the  crew,  except  the  watch,  which  constituted  one*third,  were  now  permitted  to  retire 
below  to  their  quarters ;  and  my  friend  the  black  gunner  unceremoniously  introduced  me  to 
the  rest  of  our  messmates,  when,  from  the  top  of  an  arm-chest,  we  soon  demolished  our  break- 
out, which  consisted  of  yams,  biscuits,  and  coffee.  To  use  a  maritime  term,  I  was  now 
most  completely  out  in  my  reckoning ;  for  I  neither  knew  where  we  were  bound  to,  nor  could 
understand  the  language  of  any  individual  on  board  the  Santa  Maria,  save  only  Lieutenant 
Jones,  and  he  had  not  deigned  to  speak  to  me  since  our  embarkation,  except  to  give  orders, 
and  that  before  every  one. 

Difficulties  and  dangers  often  serve  to  inlbse  energy  into  a  youthful  character,  and  have  a 
tendency  to  form  a  man,  of  all  others,  the  fittest  to  brave  the  storms  of  life,  and  to  rise  superior 
to  the  machinations  of  envious  rivals  and  open  foes.  Seeing  the  difficulties  of  my  situation 
as  I  now  viewed  them,  I  resolved  to  make  it  a  rule  with  me  through  life  to  study,  as  much  as 
I  could,  the  language,  customs,  and  leading  peculiarities  of  character  of  those  persons  with 
=  whom  I  associated ;  and,  in  accordance  with  this  determination,  I  now  set  myself  to  work  in 
picking  up  what,  words  I  could  of  the  Spanish  language. 

On  the  second  morning  after  our  fulling  in  with  the  Stately,  we  made  land,  and  towards 
evening  came  to  an  anchor  off  an  island  which  I  have  since  learnt  was  Santa  Cruz,  at  that 
time  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Danish  governor  in  the  West  Indies.  Next  morning,  before 
the  day  dawned,  we  hove  anchor  and  made  sail  from  this  picturesque  island ;  when,  after  a 
chase  of  some  hours,  thanks  to  our  superior  sailing,  we  came  up  with  a  strange-looking, 
lugger*  built  vessel,  painted  black  firom  stem  to  stem,  which  had  passed  In  sight  of  our  anchorage- 
ground  the  preceding  evening,  and  In  search  of  which  doubtlass  it  was  that  we  had  hove  anchor 
and  made  sail  at  the  early  hour  we  did. 

On  neariog  this  vessel,  we  discovered  she  had  a  thronged  crowd  of  people  on  board,  and 
that  they  were  in  a  state  of  no  small  confusion.  The  hitention  of  her  crew  seemed  to  be  that 
of  running  her  ashore,  anywhere  they  could,  on  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico ;  for  they  kept  steering 
their  lugger  steadily  on  the  same  course,  with  all  her  canvass  set,  direct  for  the  laud  there. 
However,  at  length  the  fears  of  her  crew  apparently  had  been  exchanged  for  the  feelings  of 
satisfiiction,  as  all  at  once,  and  before  it  had  become  necessary  to  resign  the  hope  of  successfully 
running  their  vessel  ashore,  her  crew,  at  having  made  out  some  signal  of  ours,  suddenly  put 
her  about,  when,  under  easy  sail,  she  came  majestically  over  the  waters  towards  us. 

Presently  the  Santa  Maria  and  the  slaver,  for  such  this  last  vessel  proved  to  be,  were  nearly 
alongside  of  each  other,  when  a  few  words  having  been  exchanged  through  their  speaking- 
trumpets  between  her  commander  and  ours,  a  boat  was  lowered  from  our  stem,  and  while  the 
Teasels  laid  to,  Lieutenant  Jones  and  a  boat's  crew,  of  which,  by  the  captain's  order,  I  made 
one,  paid  a  visit  to  the  Guinea-man.  To  a  person  unaccustomed  as  I  was  to  such  a  sight, 
the  thronged  deck  of  a  slaver,  with  a  full  cargo  of  Africans  on  board,  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  distressing.  The  suffering  wretches  here  were  chained  together  by  pairs,  and  so  many 
in  number  that  they  crowded  every  plank,  save  alone  at  the  officers'  quarters,  the  aftermost 
part  of  the  lugger's  deck ;  yet  half  the  negro  slaves  were  at  that  time  below,  secured  under 
batches. 

I  could  know  nothing  of  the  conversation  which  took  place  between  Lieutenant  Jones  and 
the  commander  of  tbe  Guineaman,  but  that  it  must  have  been  an  amicable  one  admits  of  no 
question,  as,  on  parting,  the  two  officers  shook  each  other's  hands  with  great  cordiality ;  and, 
moreover,  the  slaver's  captain  sent  a  basket  of  things  of  African  produce  in  our  boat  as  a 
present  to  Captain  Quirorga. 

**  Andrew,"  said  Lieutenant  Jones  to  me,  as  I  sat  beside  him,  on  our  way  back  to  the 
Santa  Maria,  **  see  what  canting  sectarians  of  our.  misgoveiped  country  have  done  for  the 
sake  of  raining  the  British  colonists,  because  they  themselves  have  no  property  fn  the  colo* 
niet.  By  getting  the  oppressively-taxed,  half-fed  people  at  home  to  sign  petitions  in  behalf 
of  apopuktion  infinitely  better  df  than  their  own  labduren»  and  who  work  not  balf  tbe 
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hMfi  ef  Ihdr  aqsalM  fiictory  ptople ;  they  have  lUmd  the  British  negroes  to  a  state  of 
iDsabordhMtioD,  and  procared  their  own  nation  to  be  a  party  against  the  landholders;  nor 
wiU  tbcy  eeaaa  Erring  discord,  until  the  lucrative  colonies  in'this  quarter  have  become  the 
property  of  the  wdUgoremed  United  States  of  Aineriea. 

I  neitlier  knew  nor  cared  anything  concerning  the  maladministration  of  West  India 
afiirsi  and  oonaeqnently  attempted  making  no  reply  to  the  lieutenant's  sarcastic  obser- 
latioas ;  but,  lereral  hours  alter  we  had  rejoined  our  brig,  the  slarer  and  the  Santa  Maria 
were  snugly  andiored  in  the  harbour  of  Saint  Juan,  at  Porto  Rico,  in  berths  conreoient  u> 
tacfa  other. 


CHAPTER     X. 

"  A  crowd  of  shiTeriof  aUroo  of  orory  aatioii, 
And  ofo  and  mx,  vovo  in,  the  market  ranfod ; 
Sofch  bory  with  the  norchant  tat  his  iUlion : 
Poor  creatares  I  their  good  looka  wcro  Mdly  ehangod." 

*■  Methhika  at  meal«  iome  odd  thovf  htt  might  intrede, 
And  conaclcDce  ask  a  cariouo  aort  of  oaeotioaf 
Abo«l  tho  right  dirlne,  bow  Ur  wo  ahoold 
SeU  ileah  and  blood." 

Cattaik  QviaoioA  and  the  captain  of  the  slaver  proceeded  on  shore  together  as  soon  as  their 
vessels  were  safely  andiored ;  and  shortly  after  daylight  next  morning  an  order  arrived  from 
ear  captain  for  Lieutenant  Jones  to  proceed  on  shore,  and  take  me  along  with  him.  AcconU 
higly  we  went  on  shore  together  to  our  commander's  residenee,  but  the  cautious  lieutenant, 
cenjaetariBg  from  the  order  he  had  received  that  his  captain  was  revolved  to  have  me 
present,  aa  a  check  upon  him  when  the  English  language  was  used,  wisely  made  a  merit  of 
Mcemity  by  oommunioating  to  me  some  little  secrets  regarding  the  commanders  of  the  two 
vessels,  and  the  nature  of  Uie  service  they  were  engaged  in,  so  that  I  might  fully  understand 
bow  I  was  to  act,  to  avoid  in  any  way  betraying  or  injuring  him  with  his  commander. 

By  the  seerets  alluded  to,  I  was  given  to  understand  that  the  slaver,  though  she  was 
known  in  the  Spanish  trade  as  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  was  in  reality  no  other  than  the 
eelebrated  vessel  the  Saucy  Jack ;  and  that,  although  ostensibly  the  property  of  a  Captain 
Robertson*  of  Porto  Rico,  she  absolutely  belonged  to  some  wealthy  members  of  the  Society 
gf  FHends,  who  resided  in  a  certain  great  metropolis,  and  who,  from  the  gains  realized  from 
llifce  suLLiwrfiil  voyages  made  by  this  lucky  vessel  fnmi  the  coast  of  Guinea,  had  already 
than  tripled  the  capital  embarked  by  them  in  this  most  lucrative  speculation. 

Captain  Robertson,  it  appeared,  was  the  managing  man  of  all  the  concerns  which  these 
itioni  Quakers  carried  on  betwen  the  West  hidies  and  the  coast  of  Guinea ;  conse* 
inMBtly  be  was  well  known,  and  in  great  credit  at  Porto  Rico  as  a  general  merchant.  He 
^i^yg  remahied  there,  when  the  lugger  was  away  under  Spanish  colours ;  but  whenever  she 
■ade  a  trip  to  any  of  the  neighbouring  islands,  which,  the  better  to  disguise  the  nefarious 
Lushisss  she  was  kept  lor,  usually  was  once  between  each  voyage  of  hers  to  the  coast  of 
Guinea,  then  Captain  Robertson  invariably  went  commander  of  her,  with  a  different  crew  on 
board,  and  the  Saucy  lack's  papers. 

By  Lientenant  Jones's  discourse,  it  further  appeared  that  Captain  Robertson  was  a  zealoua 
partisan  oC  ukI  correspondent  with,  the  Anti- Slavery  Society,  and  that,  assisted  by  abrother- 
fn^aw  of  hit,  who  wta  a  missionary,  and  a  famoiu  dissenting  parson,  employed  in  Jamaica,. 
he  had  been  a  great  instrument,  according  to  the  cant  of  the  society  itself,  in  converting 
whole  g«V*  ^  negroes  to  the  blessings  of  Christianity ;  or,  m  plain  language,  he  had  stirred 
them  np  to  insabordination,  which  threatened  to  entail  on  themselves  and  their  posterity 
■bery  and  atarratte. 

The  pieeedfaig  information  having  been  commtmicated  to  me  by  the  lieutenant,  together 
with  some  eonftdentiai  cautions  respecting  how  I  was  to  conduct  myself  in  the  presence  of  our 
■ueli-drcnded  fttr***"!  he,  to  secure  me  hi  his  interest,  just  as  we  were  landing,  presented  me 
with  a  doBaTi  telUnc  me  it  would  more  than  suffice  to  defray  what  expenses  I  might  incur  oo 


We  pim«edfld  ta.ow  otptdiA*f  lodgings,  where  we  found  hlm~closeted  with  the  commander 
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of  tbedavcr,  and  a  pnritaBlcal  looking  man,  muurkable  for  an  abundance  of  rod  hair,  vHiom  I 
aoon  discovered  was  the  otlebrated  Captain  Robertson.  This  famous  man,  it  seems,  had  not 
been  able  to  roaster  the  Spanish  langnage  suflldently  to  conrerse  in  it  on  busfaiess ;  therefore 
Lieutenant  Jones  had  to  interpret  betiMcn  our  commander  and  the  aHemate  captains  of  the 
lugger.  The  Spanish  captain  of  the  slaw  commenced  the  conference,  by  the  production  of 
bia  ship's  papers,  whereby  was  shown  the  nnmber  of  slaves  he  had  brought  with  him  int9 
Porto  Rico,  hQw  many  he  had  kMt  by  death,  and  what  the  cargo  and  expenses  of  the  voyage 
stood  them  in  hard  doOars. 

The  accounts  having  been  examined,  and  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  Cqytdnf 
Quirorga  and  Robertson — for,  to  my  surprise^  J  found  that  my  commander  possessed  an  in* 
terest  in  the  lucrative  concern— directions  were  given  by  Robertson  that  the  slaves,  who 
were  at  that  time  undergoing  the  process  of  being  cleansed  for  the  express  purpose,  should  be 
landed  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  taken  to  the  slave-market. 

The  Spanish  captain  of  the  slarer  departed  to  visit  bis  lugger,  and  the  remaining  three 
gentlemen  sat  down  to  breakfut ;  meanwhile  the  mistress  of  the  lodglng.house,  Mademoiselle 
Delisle,  as  she  was  called,  though  a  woman  with  hair-a*dozen  of  her  own  children  about  her, 
took  me  under  her  maternal  care,  and  gave  me  a  most  deUdous  breakfast,  as  a  part  of  which 
were  several  sorts  of  tropical  Aruite-«oiie  of  them  the  rich  pear,  aamtd  the  aracado,  which  ii 
highly  esteemed,  and  eaten  with  salt  meat. 

MadeeMiseUe  Dehsie,  both  at  and  after  our  breakfast,  seemed  to  rsgard  me  as  an  nnferw 
tnnste  yontb,  in  whose  weUara  she  Islt  interested ;  but  all  attempts  at  oonveisatioa  betmatB 
Uf  proved  unavailing,  thereforo,  what  could  be  the  kind-hearted  female's  motive  Cm*  feeUns 
^ncerned  on  my  behalf  I  oonld  not  possibly  coajectoro.  When  we  had  idlad  awqr  an  hoar 
er  more  at  breaklkst,  a  saflor  came  to  the  lodging-house,  to  notiiy  to  the  gentltasea  abof» 
stairs  that  their  presenoe  was  called  for  in  the  market,  as  the  slaves  had  all  been  diaenbarfca^ 
from  the  Santlsstam  Tkinidada.  The  trio  of  enterprising  heroes,  on  receiving  this  aumoMNi^ 
aalliod  forth  te  visit  the  slave^^narket,  and  I,  of  course,  followed  at  their  heels,  when,  sueb 
was  the  sight  I  witnessed,  that  I  feel  assured  I  shall  never  forget  it  on  this  aide  of  the  grave. 

The  sqnattd,  emaciated,  half-famished  negroes,  jost  landed  from  the  slaver,  wero  boiuid 
together  with  oords,  by  pairs,  in  the  market-place— men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  iMMfieg 
heen  careftilly  lotted,  aceprdhig  to  their  size,  age,  and  sex ;  and,  in  most  oasesb  in  «"VM>'*<ftnflt 
with  their  shades  ef  oolonr,  which  are  greater  than  a  European,  who  has  not  viifted  the  slase 
eolonies,  or  the  slave-market  anywhere,  where  Africans  are  bought  and  sold,  can  veil  hav^ 
an  idea  ot  For  my  part,  although  I  had  been  aboard  the  Samissima  Triaidada,  and  witneased 
the  crowded  ooodltioo  ef  her  decks,  yet  I  coukl  not  but  feel  astonished  at  oonntkig  ive  htuiv 
4red  and  ibrty  newly-hnported  slaves  drawn  up  in  the  market,  to  think  how  it  could  have 
heen  possible  far  se  great  a  nnasber  to  have  been  stowed  away,  much  lev  to  have  contineed 
in  a  state  of  eKistence,  on  board  so  small  a  vessel  as  was  this  slave  logger.  My  astonishment, 
however,  was  afterwards  augmented,  on  finding  she  had  sailed  from  the  river  Gambia  with 
seven  hundred  on  board,  one  hundred  and  siaty  of  whom  had  died  during  the  month  of  most 
dreadful  incarceration  in  their  infernal  prison,  where  the  spaoe  allotted  to  each  for  sleeping 
room  was  materially  less  than  what  a  deed  human  body  is  pent  hi  when  oolBned. 

Before  the  sbolition  of  the  slave-trade  by  the  British  Government,  and  untB  the  time  when 
It  employed  its  ships  of  war  cruising  to  make  prises  of  the  freighted  slave«vesecls  of  other 
nations,  and  out  of  the  pockets  of  its  home  tax.payen  paid  the  sesmen  head-money  for  the 
slaves  so  captured  by  them,  the  traffic  of  sUvery,  as  related  to  conveying  the  sUves  frem  Africsu 
was  carried  on  in  a  for  more  humane  manner  than  it  has  been  since  that  period  ;  for  formerly 
respectable  merchants  were  the  traden;  and,  inasmuch  as  security  to  the  foundation  of 
property,  they  took  especial  good  care,  for  their  own  sakes,  as  well  as  from  prindplea  of  humanity, 
not  to  crowd  their  vessels  too  full  of  slaves.  Since  then,  a  set  of  unprindpled,  desperate 
adventurers,  have  carried  on  this  traffic  i  and  to  make  the  gain  more  than  commensurate  with 
the  r\ak,  the  hard-hearted  race  crowd  their  vessels  almost  to  sufTocation,  In  a  way  at  whioh 
humanity  is  made  to  shudder.  However,  when  we  take  into  consideretioa  the  great  encon- 
rageroent  held  out  for  illicitly  carrying  on  this  trade,  as,  for  example,  that  the  craws  of  war 
ships  find  it  is  their  interest  never  to  fall  in  with  an  empty  slaver,  and  leave  a  certain  latitude^ 
free  for  thtm ;  and  also  that  the  governors  of  Spanish  ialandt  give  everj  eaoouwigemept  and 
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pwlBctiwtitlMirpiwwr  to  thaw  wttoeatok  capital  fanlavesand  slav^i^litpf,  how  Isit  to 
ha  wondticd  aft  thai  thb  hraneh  of  ooBimaroo  ahould  ba  a  flsoit  thrinaf  ona?  In  truth,  the 
ItpiptatioM  fMraaibarkiaf  aioDay  fai  thii  way  ara  ao  great,  thai  thay  nraat  ba  irreaUtibla  to 
lyqprineiiML  wmsMonM  aaa.  Tha  fraai  ghii  of  priiaaan  nada  In  African  war&re— tha 
iqfal  soda  1m  ptaaCioa  thara  of  laiUBg  aabjaota,  hi  place  of  axtraoting  wealth  from  them  by 
tiiatioa  aad  tha  abaoit  bmuaarabla  maleiiotori  which  tha  Airieao  chlqfi  ha?e  to  dispoie  ol, 
am  peeoUailtiei  which  raader  davea  to  vary  pleotifol,  thai  they  may  be  procured  almost  Ibr 
uMag  akag  tha  whala  Use  af  dafo  ooast.  Slave  Importera  oartalaly  act  a  most  brutal 
part  fai  ao  imaadiDgly  crowdhq^  their  raaaab ;  yet,  in  mitigatioa  of  their  crime,  it  may  ba 
iMwied,  dhafc  thay  am  tha  liaai  of  hoadrada  of  wretohea  every  year  by  bringing  them  from 
Aalr  BalNa  kod;  iir  the  Afrlaan  Uaga  and  priacai,  when  they  cannot  fell  them,  not  uollra- 
qpMmfly  makaa  pnNaiaaiioaB  ilaughtar  of  thdr  unfortunate  priaanera,  and  lometimea  from  • 
aaft  af  royal  prida^  hnauriably  caniad  to  aa  oioeaa  in  despotic  coantiiaa,  hare  their  conrt-yarda 
imad  with  tWr  AnO^  aa  did  that  renowned  warrior-tbe  King  of  Dehomy. 

B«t  rayaltyt  imoh  aa  I  apeak  oi;  aad  war,  with  its  interminable  train  of  horrora,  are  scourgea 
lapoaad  by  craft  aad  pawar  on  soifcHag  OMUtallty ;  atOl,  however,  after  all  has  been  urged 
pro  and  eon  that  snhttle  argument  can  adduce,  it  is  questionable  whether  the  African  method 
iC  iamiaimftlnf  tfouhlaaamsi  charaetera  la  act  ahacst  as  humane  aa  the  Malthnslan  or  British 
aidib  wUalik  vary  ahaigaablo,  in  pUca  of  being  profitable,  Uke  tha  Afrlcaa  plan.  Indeed^ 
of  panda  are  thrown  away  for  making  a  British  lfeo>bora  subject  become  a» 
|iaf%loapelMumtiBgaaBigrantoonntrymanof  hiaowni  and  this,  in  moat  instanoci^ 
a  teaii  mm,  often  very  igaarant  onea,  give  it  as  thefa*  opinion  that  he  has  taken  as 
■agal  oaiht  robbed,  or  otherwiae  defraaded  aoma  pema  to  the  tone  of  a  few  shillings,  or 
paihad  ft  iMad  af  gaaa  Ama  tha  hmd  af  a  rich  man,  who  by  no  poaaibflity  could  have  miiaed 

H  IWmVBBaqrfltarys^Itwaatralyaaasfaigto  aparaon  like  me.  who  at  that  time  wai 
mawilaahod  with  the  dootila  foeUnga  of  phflanthroplc  sensibility,  to  hear  the  bargahdnf 
mi  tka  eafflUm  Arhfah  look  place  in  tha  veadhig  and  the  boying  of  this  cargo  of  human 
liligp.  Ta  panioidariaa  tiiaae  transaotiona  would  be  impossible^  yei  it  auiy  not  bo  onworthy 
af  obacrtation,  that  the  old  saying  relative  to  each  sex  being  the  best  judge  of  the  qnalitiea 
af  Iba  oppaAe  oaa,  waa,  aceordiog  to  appearance,  completely  rorified  here,  inasmuch  as  the 
ifoBlm^  whoa,  and  the  foir  Oeole  Uidios,  were  the  chief  ezaminera  and  purchasera  of  the 
Mqiomafli;  whUa  the  plantera  thamaelves,  and  numeroua  other  gentlemen  of  Porto  Rico^  aa 
ttawise  Ihoao  vbe  had  cease  from  the  ndghbouring  islands  to  be  present  at  this  sale,  mofo 
pKHeaWly  aonilhiiaad  into  the  fiuilta  and  the  perfectiona  of  the  Negro  steve  girls,  aad  conso- 
^MMl^r  hacoMO  the  chief  dealara  io  theak 


CHAPTER    XL 

■«  8tMr,  to  that  ahora  T— they  aafl.    « Do  thii !'— 'tis  dOM  t 
•  How  twtm  and  foUov  ae  I'-^Jltm  apoU  to  woo. 
Thno  prompt  bto  oooento  and  Uo  actions  still. 
And  all  obey,  and  few  inqoires  his  will ; 
To  raoh,  brief  awiwer  aad  ooaleaplMma  mym 
CoBToy  reproof,  nor  fartker  deipa  reply/ 


>t 


"And  glory  long  baa  made  the  saaee  naile ; 
Tb  aomethinf ,  nothing,  worda,  illaalooa,  whid— 


DmnadiBg  mefo  upon  iim  hialorian'e  atyle 
Tnan  on  the  name  a  peraon  leavea  be^hind." 

Tb*  dave  caigo  of  the  Santissiaia  Trioidada  havlog  been  sold  to  great  advantage,  the  trio  of 
captains,  who  were  more  or  less  concerued  in  the  adventure,  commemorated  the  event  by  a 

lare  caroosbg  match  together  at  my  commander'i  lodging,  when  they  quaffed  their  burgundy 

and  champagne,  their  hock  and  their  claret ;  and,  for  the  frolic's  sake,  were  attended  upon  by 

the  three  prettiest  jet  black  girls  of  all  which  the  slaver  had  brought  from  Africa  on  her  last 

voyage.     The  laasei^  without  having  been  landed,  had,  to  serve  their  fantastic  humour,  been 

booght  in  at  low  prices  by  these  bashaws,  and  at  the  dinner  in  question  they  atteodcd,  habited 

fa  new  white  madia  dresses. 

'     At  thb  lusarloas  feast  arrangements  were  made  by  the  three  successful  heroes  Cox  ^xcc^Vvj* 

i^  the  two  vaacte  on  a  bow  service;,  differing  much  from  that  m  viVucVv  lYve*^*  W<^  \^Q^^w>i\>j  N^^^o^ 
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engaged  ;  consequently  the  day  following  the  craftsmen  were  set'  to'  work-  on' them'  both,  and' 
80  sealously  4id  they  labour,  <thai«  few.^dayi  aftanvardt  no  person  who  liad  .not  been  made 
acquainted  with  thotransfiaffmaiion  eoold  bare  known  Um  okl  Uank-saded  slnvier,  ohanged,  aa 
ahe  now  was,  into  a  hr^ht  yeUoir  paintod  brif— «  wicked,  rakish  b>okiag  veatel^  -bearioff  th» 
British  flag,  and  jbr  tha  twentieth  .time,  re^riatened  the  Sauey.  Jack.  The  Santa  Maria  woe 
also  much  altered  in  appearance^  inasmuch. as  she  now  was  rigged  diflbfMftly  irom  what 
she  had  been,  with  her  masts  opasiderably  more  stooped  i .  whiiein  place  of-  her' being  a  black- - 
sided  vessel,  she  .exhibited  no  less  than  three  oqUmui,  her  .larboard  jide  -  hnving  beeh  newly 
painted  a  bright  yellow,  her.  starboard  a  light  gceen,  and- Jier 'stem  a  glaring  white.' ' 

The  three  captains  bad  their  heads,  full.  of.basineM<.on  this  fanpertant  'podaftioD.  Soon, 
however,  as  the  Saucy  Jack  was  ready  for  sea,  and  had  get  a  lew '.tons  of  .marketable  goods 
shipped  on  board  of  ber,  her  anchors  were  hove  to  her.bows,  and  sail  was  made  on  ber  to  quit 
the  harbour,  under  the  command  of  the  d-^ievmU  merchant— the  notdrioas.C4ptain  Robertson^ 
who,  never  losing,  sight  of  the  character  he  had  assumed,  with  pnritaoteal  gravity  now  asembM. 
bis  crew  upon  deck,  and  offered  up  prayers  for  a  prosperous  voyage,  Jeaving  liis  worthy  col- 
league, the  Spanish  captaio,  long  as. he  himself  might  stay  away  from  Pnrta  Rioo^  to  act  the' 
merchant's  part  there. in  his  stead. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place,  I  should  observe  that  I  was  mostly  detained  aboar< 
ship,  being  permitted  to  go  on  shore  only  when  my  commander  required  iey  .services  theie^  t* 
act  aa  a  check  upon  lieutenant  Jones  when  he  was  employed  IhlfiUing  the  oflkie  of  interpreter « 
but  at  those  tunes  I  was  afforded  ample  opportunities  for  gleaiifaig  mneh  inlbnnatkm,  and  wlmt 
I  learnt  gave  me  no  little  insight  into  the  rascality  of  the  ebaraoters  I  had  to  deal  with,  aad 
was  of  a  nature  to  fill  the  mfaid  with  fisarAd  apprehensions  Ibr  myself. 

The  Creole  hMiy,  my  captahi*8  hostess,  on  two  oocasiens  got  an  BngUsb.  sailer,  who  eonM 
converse  with  her  in  Spanish,  to  tell  me  I  should  do  well  to  make  my  escape  firom  the  Santa 
Maria,  and  aU  persons  belonging  to  lier;  yet,  as  I  knew  not  bow  to  aocomplisb  this  exploit, 
nor  what  were  the  huSy's  motives  fw  Inmishingme  with  her  advice,  I  attached  no  great  imft^fm 
tance  to  it,  and  this  the  less  as  Captain  Quirorga  had  in  some  degree  won  my  good-wOI,  bf 
his  having  presented  me  with  a  few  doUars,  and  given  me  to  understand  that  be  would  be  Iba 
maUng  of  my  fortune. 

Three  weeks  had  elapsed  after  the  departure  of  the  Saucy  Jack,  and  still  the  Santa  Maria 
lay  ab  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Porto  Rico ;  but  on  the  twenty-second  day  an  express  boat 
from  Jamaica  brought  letters  both  for  our  captain  and  his  ooUeague,  who  noted  the  merohantli 
part,  but  so  recently  bad  commanded  the  shiver,  and  with  the  dawn  next  morning  we- liova 
anchor,  and  made  sail  from  Porto  Rico,  shaping  onr  oonrse  into  the  wkie  Atlantie,  bat  still 
keeping  in  sight  of  land.  The  trade  wind  bore  our  vessel  onward  at  a  npid  rate,  and  during 
the  second  and  third  day  of  our  voyage  we  sailed  at  a  pleasant  distance  along  the  coast  Ot 
the  majestic  island  of  St  Domingo,  after  which  we  stood  further  from  the  land,  and  continued 
doing  so  until  we  had  weathered  the  easternmost  end  of-  Cuba,  when  we  sailed  some  oonsider- 
able  distance  along  the  coast  of  this  very  long  isle,  and  afterwards  stood  more  to  the  north, 
until  eventually  we  reached  the  channel  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  at  sixty  or  seventy  asiles 
distance  from  Cuba. 

We  had  now  been  a  whole  week  at  sea  ftrom  Porto  Rioob  and  in  that  time  seen  a  number 
cf  small  trading  vessels,  though,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  a  ship  of  war,  we  had  either  kept 
our  course  or  st9od  away  from  them.  One  thing,  however,  should  be  mentioned  here,  whioh 
is,  that  the  night  after  quitting  the  harbour  of  Pnrto  Rico  our  commander  caused  his  Yessel 
to  be  disguised,  by  aflixing  l  ready-prepared  black  stripe  of  canvass  along  her  sides  and  round 
her  stem,  of  a  sufficient  breadth  to  cover  the  pahitiog ;  and  so  well  did  this  answer  the  intended 
purpose,  that  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  no  seaman,  however  familiar  his  sight  might  have 
been  with  her  bright  sides  and  stem,  could,  even  through  Che  best  spy-glass,  have  made  out 
the  Santa  Maria  from  on  board  a  vessel  passing  near  to  ber  at  sea. 

At  al!  tiroes  we  kept  a  sharp  look-out  from  the  mast  head ;  yet  now  the  orders  given  to  the 
man  stationed  there  were  more  pointed  than  customary,  and  he  was  specially  enjoined  to  look 
out  for  vessels  coming  along  with  the  gulf  stream ;  meanwhile  we  ourselves  kept  dodging 
about  in  such  a  manner  as  not  very  materially  to  lose  head  way. 

Wc  bsd  been  three  entire  days  cruising  about  here,  during  which  time  we  bad  seen  several 
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iftMrispMWBff  wilhtbtgttif  itrMUB,  which,  •oCtfliCoa  Bolestinf,  wt  did  not  even  approMh 
to,  wlMB  aft  day  dawn  oa  the  foorth  nornbif  wa  diwovered  a  Urgt  deep-laden  merchant* 
.^u  aaniBg  hi  ftill  eafl  toward!  at.  TbewiBdaDdthegvlfttreaBihothlk?ottriBg,ibeiiearedua 
vfiy  fitft,  meanwhile  ear  oaplafai  eiaadnad  her  meet  miantely.  Indeed  the  ipy-glats  was 
fBanely  a  miaola  from  hie  eye  till  ehe  had  approached  «o  near  to  ni»  that  his  crew  evidently 
•Mimised  he  iatanded  letUng  her  pass,  as  he  hadthe  sssall  vessels,  omnolestedly  on  her  voysge. 

The  ciaw  wart  ndstalten,    Saddenly  a  signal  ftr  the  rtraager  to  lay-to  was  hoisted  by  oar  ' 
Mmmander^s  order,  and  presently  a  gun  was  Ared  athwart  the  stranger^  bows. 

Farther  eontnmaey  woold  have  been  altogether  anavailing,  and  of  this  the  merchant  captain 
■vast,  have  been  sensabla,  for  his  mainyard  was  almost  instantaaeonily  backed,  when  we  went 
to  windward  of  Um,  and  then  lyiqg-to,  spoke  him'  throvgh  the  speaking-trumpet.  I  was  aloft 
in  the  fBratopi  and  therefore  knew  not  exactly  what  was  said ;  bat  thus  mach  I  made  out,  that 
she  was  an  En^ieh  ship  from  Jamaica  bound  to  London,  and  to  the  best  of  my  hearing  she  was 
caDcd  the  Cohimblnek  or  by  a  name  nearly  approximatiag  to  It. 

A  boat,  in  whicby  besides  her  crew,  were  Lieatenant  Jones  and  several  petty  officers,  with 
ftmi  foremast  men,  was  now  despatched  from  us  to  board  the  merchantman  ;  and  slmost  imme- 
dlilsly  after  they  had  mounted  her  deck  the  British  ooloars  were  struck,  and  her  safls  braced 
40  the  windy  to  bear  her  on  a  different  course  to  that  which  she  had  previously  been  on.  We 
•he  ssade  sail,  shaping  our  oourie  the  saase  as  the  merchantman ;  and  to  shorten  the  tale,  it 
joikasto  say,  that  two  dafs  from  this  time  we  arrived  in  company  together  at  a  small  barren, 
HaalMfaitcd  rocky  Island,  near  to  which  we  both  cast  anchor,  and  wfaidi  rock  I  have  since  learnt 
Iks  not  fkr  remote  fh>m  Turk's  Island,  so  justly  celebrated  ibr  its  salt 
.  The  ship  wa  had  so  onoeremonioosly  taken  proved  a  glorious  prise,  and  our  crew  considered 
fht  taking  of  her  as  a  glorious  afTsir,  for  barren,  empty-handed  glory  would  have  been  no  glory 
aUi  them.  But  shoald  we  bring  truth  to  the  test,  who  shall  say  that  this  buccaneering  exploit 
was  not  as  glorions  an  aflUr  as  the  taking  of  a  proud  Danish  fleet  by  a  nation  at  peace  with  . 
ihe  Danes  ?  Suocessful  power,  however,  will  ever  dictate  its  own  conditions,  and  use  even 
long -established  laws  as  links  of  a  chain  to  bind  the  weak. 

We  had  scarcely  dropped  our  anchors  oflT  the  rocky  isle  before  the  boats  of  both  ships  were 
.hoisted  oat,  to  be  kept  constantly  employed  landing  the  merchantman's  cargo,  which  was  a 
rieh  one,  consisting  of  sugar,  rum,  coffee,  and  pimento.  There  was  a  circumstance  on  this 
oeeasion  which  created  no  little  astonishment  in  my  mind,  which  was,  that  there  were  no  people 
of  her  own  erew,  no,  nor  her  captain,  the  poor  fellow  whose  voice  I  had  heard  speaking  us 
throogfa  his  tmmpet,  at  the  prewnt  time  on  board  the  Columbine.  I  own  I  felt  stran^^c  sus- 
fidons  regarding  my  nnfortuuiite  countrymen  ;  but  the  lieutenant's  advice  to  me  respectinj; 
the  necessity  of  my  keeping  a  stiU  tongue  in  my  mouth  was  always  fresh  in  my  memory, 
therefore  I  took  especial  good  care  to  evince  no  curiosity  on  the  subject  However,  shortly 
aflar  this  time  the  real  truth  came  to  my  knowledge,  told  from  the  lips  of  Lieutenant  Jones, 
and  which  happened  in  this  way.  I  was  employed  one  day  helping  to  discharge  her  cargo, 
when  he  toc^  me  into  the  merchantman's  state  cabin  to  treat  me  to  a  glass  of  grog,  and, 
being  himself  rather  elevated  by  liquor,  in  the  hilarity  of  his  heart  he  made  n  sort  of  boast 
to  me  of  his  hansanity,  tdling  me  how  Captain  Quirorga  had  ordered  him  to  kill  the  merchant 
skipper  and  all  his  crew,  and  to  throw  their  b(KiIi*H  overboard  ;  instead  of  doing  which,  he  added, 
ha  had  served  some  grog  out  to  them  with  a  powcrrul  sleeping-dosc  mixed  therein,  and  when 
this  hid  operated,  and  their  senses  were  chained  in  sleep,  taken  them  out  of  their  hammocks, 
and,  alter  lashing  them  by  pairs  back  to  back,  cost  their  bodies  into  Davy's  locker.  The  cap- 
tain, ha  remarked,  from  not  having  imbibed  his  proper  allowance  of  the  grog,  had  been  awake 
^hea  taken  from  his  bed,  and  consequently,  being  a  powerful  man,  he  had  given  the  crew  some 
tioable  to  make  away  with  him,  insomuch  that  they  found  it  nccessar>'  to  inflict  a  blow  or  two 
on  his  head  before  they  succeeded  in  lashing  him  to  the  ship's  steward,  which  however  was 
done,  and  they  perished  overboard  together. 

Two  days  after  our  arrival  at  the  rock,  and  while  we  were  busily  engaged  landing  the  mer- 
fhsntmsnls  cargo,  a  sail  hove  in  sight,  on  which  Captain  Quirorga  lost  no  time  in  shortening 
bis  cable,  preparing  his  ship  for  action,  and  getting  everything  ready  to  give  chase  to  the 
iftraagar.     She,  howavar,  was  soon  discovered  making  dirocl  for  lYkc^  ViX^ii^,  ^itA  v^^viwN\>^  n^^ 
hoisted  a  vgas}  Mt  oar  auut'bead,  which,  by  the  assistaace  of  Yu«  \e\«Ko^^  dv^V^xw  ^klw^t^ 
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MW  h«r  promptly  Nplj  ta    13i»wiadwB»ftfiiHinUe»aiidttMiCnBgervciKlfooiiapp^ 
sniBoiently  dmt  to  be  in»niiiwd  bj  ikm  oaktd  €f%  wbco  a  ■«■  itatioind  at  the  mnt-taeid 
proclaiiiie4  ber  to  be  tbe  Saocgr  Jad^  and  ao  lim  proiied.    In  lav  tfaa»  two  boon  ibe  laj 
andiored  a  few  eaUet'  teogtlifrHm  tbe  Wert  fnritiMM,  ear  pilw. 

Captain  BebeftaoB^frwm  the  Sanqr  Jicfc>  an<  LJetHeaant  Jmw  fraa  thepriie,  now  pro* 
eeeded  on  board  tbe  8aata.M«ria»  wIma  tbe  fenner,  wbo  ne?er  diverted  bfanaeir  of  the  cant  eC 
Metbodln*  with  pqritanieai  pteciaiem  dwite  d  hie  interpreter  to  nMbe  H  known  to  Captaia 
Qnirorga  tiiat  the  Lwd  had  beard  hti  pnqFer,  and  tbnt  flr  nadb  hie  foyage  proeperon&  Hi 
B0W  called  inr  a  boltle-ef  eld  heeb«andalae  oneef  Spa  water,  end  bavfuf  ailaed  thdr  oontenta 
Ih  a  large  bowl,  the  OQnMvatedoaptaim  drank  tfie  jnviforitlny  dranght  between  then^  and 
then,  withont  ibrther  oHWWwy,  proeeeded  to  the  tran<aetion  of  bMineai. 

By  tbe  disoonrae  whieh  none  took  place,  ii  appealed  that  Captafai  Bobertaea  waa  tlwpenoft 
who  tranwnlttcd  the  faifennntion  frean  Jaawdqa  wbieb  ecciileiwd  ear  caiUngftoni  PMto  Bleo^ 
and  •obieqnently  making  a  priae  of  the  mirehant  chip.  Aa  to  the  deeth  of  tbe  captain  ef  that 
veiiely  a  gentleaMnwith  whom  Bebertaen  bad  been  Intfanately  aeqaateted,  the  ncwi  of  that 
etent  appamntly  aflbrdad Um  pleainret  kmanmeh  aa  en  heeiiag  tt  he  obaenwd  to  Ciplihi 
Qnirorga,  that  be  bad  been  a  nmn  becttte  to  the  diCMntuig  intereel,  wWehwaa  the  main  eanM 
why  he  itfeoted.bii  ibip  for  their  prlae,  when  he  might  bane  named  aaothcr  of  equa^  if  not 
greater,  values  hot,  turning  up  the  wUte  of  bia  cyea  wbfle  be  cpeke^  he  terminated  thii  dlab 
eoane  by  emphatically  remarking,  that  with  the  bkewng  of  Providence  be  yet  hoped  to  aa* 
all  the  eneadee  of  the  d!eBentera.eiaei«iinaited,  after  nmnfi  i^rieh  cargo  behnging  to  them  bad 
been  shared  oat  among  bia  worthy  confederatet. 

Tbe  faidefiUigable  Robertaon  waa  extremely  deeirona  of  beetening  ttie  Saney  Jack  througir 
tbe  pretent  bniinQai^  to  that  ibe  might  be  re-obartered  for  the  ooart  of  AMoa,  whore,  eaoe»> 
siVefy  to  his  annoyaoce,  the  French,  the  Portagueee,  tbe  Spaniards,  and  tbe  Brazilians^  whoea 
ships  of  war  never  molested  their  slavers»  were  eiqcying  a  monopoly  of  this  most  lacrattve 
trade ;  consequently,  as  Robertson^  pleasure  waa  law  with-  us,  the  mart  able  bands  of  oar 
three  vessels  were  set  to  work  to  load  tbe  Saucy  Jack  from  the  part  of  the  mercfaaotman'a 
cargo  not  lande4 ;  while  such  was  the  alaerity  with  which  the  men  laboured,  that  at  tbe  ezpi* 
ration  of  five  days  the  disguised  slaver  waa  fiill  of  cargo^  the  weight  of  which  sunk  her  upper 
deck  as  near  as  safety  permitted  to  the  water's  edge. 

Captain  Robertson  was  no  novice  in  his  business.     He  now  fflled  up  a  foi|^  bill  of  ladings 

which  showed  to  a  cask  what  cargo  he  had  on  board,  as  also  the  day  on  which  he  had  sailed 

from  Jamaica  for  New  York.    This  task  achieved,  with  ber  batches  properly  battened  down, 

as  a  requisite  precaution  against  bad  weather,  away  went  the  Saucy  Jack  on  her  voyage  to 

New  York. 

Qnirorga  was  a  worthy  colleague  of  bis  friend  Robertson.  They  neither  of  them  were  men 
to  lose  time  when  an  adventure  could  bo  advantageously  achieved ;  therefore,  in  furtherance 
of  the  plan  they  had  on  hand,  all  hands  of  us  were  busily  kept  at  work  landing  the  residue  of 
tbe  merchantman's  cargo,  and  stowing  it  away  between  soora  rocks  with  that  which  had  pre* 
viously  been  landed,  where  it  might  be  conveniently  covered  over  with  tarpanllngs. 

>¥hen  we  had  completed  the  business  of  landing  and  stowing  away  her  rich  cargo,  th» 
merchantman  was  got  ready  for  a  long  voyage  in  ballast,  and,  thanks  to  the  able  management 
of  Robertson,  good  ship's  papers  awaited  her,  by  which  she  was  represented  to  be  an  Ame> 
rican  ship,  named  the  John  Adams.  Her  place  of  destinatkm  waa  Chill,  for  which  she  saiM 
with  eight  hands  on  board,  under  Lieutenant  Jones's  command,  jnrt  one  week  after  the  Saucy 
Jack's  departure.  Lieutenant  Jones  received  inatmctiena  to  aell  her  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  forward  bills  of  exchange  to  St  Thomas's  in  tlie  Wert  ladiea  for  the  money  sho  fHohed  ; 
but  after  disposing  of  the  ship,  he  himself  and  Ub  eight  men  were  to  return  to  Porto  Rico  fai 
a  small  sloop,  which  he  had  orders  to  purchase  at  Chili  for  the  express  purpose. 

Alter  the  John  Adams  had  quitted  us,  our  crew  had  little  or  nothing  to  do,  but  the  Mp 

was  still  kept  at  anchor  off  the  rocky  isle  whereon  lay  deposited  our  vahiable  Wert  India 

produce.    The  treasure  was  intrusted  to  tbe  oare  of  two  petty  ofBeers^  who  bore  the  cfaarao* 

ter  of  being  sober  men,  none  other  of  the  crew  being  permitted  to  set  foot  on  shore,  fhmi 

Mn  mpprehenxm  that  they  might  make  free  with  the  mm^  and  thereby  create  dlfordet 
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Tht  Staqr  Jack  had  btes  away  a  full  month,  vbea  towonia  evening  one  day  a  tail  hov«  ia 
bafidiaK  her  eoarse  Cbt  the  rooky  iile,  bnt  aba  waa  too  lar  olTlar  aignalt  to  paai  botween 
va ;  whilo,  firooi  the  wtad  not  being  fair,  there  waa»no  proapeot  of  her  reaebing  the  isle  beibre 
tn%ht«fcll ;  eoDie^uaBtly  Calpiaui  Quirorga,  aa  a  fwroeautioaary  aeatore,  slipped  Ua  ship's 
cable  with  a  bncgr  attached  tb  it,  and  set  aaO  to  reeonnoitre  the  atsanger. 

WoaH  e«|jeotaredit  WM  the  Saaey  Jask,  aMd  foahe  provsdto  bei  thebtaiitiful  little  vesael 
iaaled  light  aa  aaorh.  baviag  eeareely  ballaat  ewmgh  oa  board  to  eaaUe  her  to  keep  the  aea. 
Vesi  onnbig  we  lay  anohorad  aigh  each  other  ia  oar  fsraier  bertha,  whea  the  large  boata 
balangiug  to  both  the  shipa  were  employed  earrying  fraightafrom  the  rook  to  the  Saney  Jack. 
iMdi  WM^  aftar  aevaii  daya*  labom-  ia  freighting  her,  was  agaia  ao  loll  of  aoleaial  prodaee, 
thai  wo  had  to  batten  dowa  her  hatcbea  onoe  mete  that  ahe  might  bo  aea^worthy ;  aho,  how* 
0vac  had  aow  en  boerd  of  her  all  that  remained  of  the  oeptmvd  ahip^  cargo. 
'  no  aagaeiooa  BBbertaon,  in  his  aaxiety  to  get  the  Siiaoy  Jaek  ready  far  the  akte  trade, 
iMd  bram^  with  hha  a  set  of  abip'a  papen  ready  to  fill  up.  By  them  It  appeared  that  tho 
immd  had  nhaa  ia  a  eaigo  of  Jamaica  Ibr  the  neutral  islaad  of  Satait  Thomaa ;  and  he  now 
cavaAiIly  entered  the  colonial  produce  and  other  gooda  ahe  had  oa  board  In  his  fidae  bill  of 
Mlig;  whioh  beiog  dene,  the  two  ships  hove  their  anchora. 

Gnat,  however,  as  amy  have  been  his  aniiety  to  depart,  stiU  the  ever  methodioal  Reboiiaoa 
iitained  tho  ehipa  lymg^to,  while  he  aasembled  a  portion  of  their  orowa  on  the  dook  of  hie  own 
to  petfDrm  tiM  oeremeoy  too  oeomiea  among  greater  powers,  of  patting  up  prayera  fsr 
la  aa  miholy  oaase.  Thia  ooieaamial  having  been  gam  through,  tho  two  ahipa  made 
«dl  ia  oampaay  together  fhna  the  rocky  ble ;  hot  that  there  might  bo  no  ovidenoe  to  addaoo 
of  their  acting  in  eoliuskm,  they  shortly  afterwards  separated,  the  Saaey  Jack  to  make  the  best 
af  hor  way  to  a  gobd  aaarfcet  for  her  ooUraial  prodooe  at  Safart  Thomas^  by  passiag  along  the 
of  Saiat  Doadivo  andof  Porto  Raoo,  and  the  Santa  Maria  to  aail  between  Sahit  Domingo 
Janaiow  lata  the  Caribbean  Sea ;  from  theaee^  whh  her  Uaek  canvam  stripped  from  off 
har  bright  aUea  aad  her  ahowy  atem,  to  cruise  nearer  to  the  continent  of  Amerioa,  ostensibly 
la  aearch  <tf  Cdanihfam  ships,  tut  In  reality  to  eapUre  the  veeeeis  of  any  nathm  where  stoo 
eaald  do  aa  with  apparent  aafety ;  and  also  to  deeeire^he  iuwririme  and  coasomrcial  world,  by 
vakiag  it  appear  ahe  bad  been  employed  in  a  quarter  Ibr  distaat.frem  that  veseel,  aad 
^aantly  eouid  have  had  ao  transarrioas  with  the  aotorioas  flauoy  Jaok. 


CHAPTER   XII. 

«  Let  oat  bis  OMdeaf  nddnc  Caak  Mew  wmag*, 

MdtlMtet«afev«n 
sinister  Iwt  chMga 


.  »■■■■■■,-  be  awsud  til  ^a«  af  etTy  mtikm ; 

>  Vor  iato  •  yrioM  «ii_ 

Uis  fhW,  aad  lli  Bocbfiif  bat  (axartoBt 


Bat  ba,  aura  SMaaai,  leek  ao  bniablcr  ffaaya 

or  life,  aad  in  an  iMoaster  voaatioo 
Puiaaad  o^ar  tba  bifh  aaa*  Iria  ^watary  iawMy, 
And  awaalj  ftaiitiiiil  m  a  aaa  attamay  f* 


Ow  our  voyage  between  the  Ishmds  of  Cuba.  HispaniohK  and  Jamaica,  we  saw  a  number  of 
amall  trading  vessds  passing  in  all  directions ;  but  made  no  signals  to  them,  nor  did  wc  alter 
•or  eouree  to  approach  bear  to  any  one  of  them.  Our  crew,  however,  etamined  the  strangers 
vdtb  hawks*  eyes,  and  seemed  to  think  It  a  ^ddaUon  of  their  rights  that  any  weaker  vessel  than 
oara  should  be  allowed  to  pass  us  unphmdered. 

Hitherto  we  had  acted  the  part  of  a  treacherous  wolf  in  lamb's  clothin? ;  but  soon  as  we  * 
bad  got  well  away  from  the  trio  of  large  idands,  the  bhick  eanram  was  stripped  from  the  sides 
mod  atem  of  the  Santa  Maria,  when  she  appeared  on  the  wide  waters  in  all  her  artificial  beauty. 
Oar  course  was  also  changed ;  for  now  we  made  sail  with  the  wind  astern  of  us,  till  in  a  few 
^ys  we  were  embayed  In  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Here,  in  this  long-celebrated  quarter,  we  con* 
tinned  cruising  for  several  weeks,  during  which  time  we  visited  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and  then 
.shaped  our  course  to  the  Musquito  shore,  the  country  of  which  alwaya  brings  to  ndnd  tho 
•aploits  of  a  notorious  adventurer— a  would-be  cacique,  who,'  for  a  puncheon  or  two  of  rum,  is 
■aid  to  have  purchased  a  principality,  equal  hi  size  to  a  score  or  two  tli  ykavt  tA  CkvrcniaDL  wart^ 
nOgo  prhiMa.    7to  pvmmhu  of  tho  latter  dan,  howorer,  \ia^  %  m|^  Vnt«t\  ^^bK^ 
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qualiiy  their  nuiter  and  «vavy  om  oC  Up  bbod  for  nuvriage  wkk  ft  raigoiiif  aoveralga,  and 
being  provided  for  in  a  royal  waj  bjr  a  mtiea  who  never  befoeo  heard  of  the  augnst  raee  but' 
fail  bicbneie  the  Oiioiqiie  kt  qtteatioa»  on  the  itrength  of  hie  pfwenwIoM,  oonld  only  ptocuie' 
large  loaaa  of  money  from  aaMmg  the  greenhorns  of  Europe,  nambcn  of  whom;  in  retam  for 
the  spoil  reaped  from  thoM,  he  dubbed  **  Green  Crass  Knights,*'  and  *^Grand  Green  Crosn' 
Knights  (**  an  order^  knighthood  nearly  aa  vnhiable  as  sone  of  the  orders  of  other  pHnoes, 
and,  in  the  estimation  of  a  trae  philosopher,  intrinsieaily  as  good  as  that  of  the  **  flsh-bone  o^ 
PeUew,**  or  the  one  inatitaled  by  a  merry  mooareh  in  honour  of  a  prostitute  and  her  garter  C 

Hitherto  nothing  worthy  of  partieniar  attention  had  ooeurred  during  this  cruise ;  but  noir, 
while  we  laid  at  anchor  off  the  Musquito  shores  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  mulatto  king  of  tho ' 
land  and  half-a-doien  of  his  ministers,  with  as  many  of  his  wives,  were  on  a  visit  to  our  gal-  - 
lent  captain  on  board  his  proud  ship—and  it  should  be  observed  that  he  seemed  to  be  well  • 
known  wherever  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  this  tropic — a  small  cutter,  with  three  men  on  board, 
arrived. in  the. bay  where  we  lay,  which  brought  despatches  for  Captain  Quirorga  from 
Cartbagena,  and*  aissest  immediately  after  he  had  read  them,  the  captain  roost  cavalierly  dis- ' 
misBed  his  royal  guest,  his  ministers  of  state,  and  the  rest  of  his  suite,  to  hoist  anehor,  and ' 
shape  our  course  towards  the  famous  city  of  Cartbagena,  once  the  scene  of  exploits  of  the* 
hetoio  Morgan,  who,  because  a  anocessful  buccaneer,  was  twice  entrusted  with  the  government 
of.  Jamaica,  and  then,  when  bis  lawless  power  on  the  ocean  had  passed  away  from  him,  wan* 
not  he  doomed,  by  bis  weak,  ungrateful  monarch,  to  drug  the  dregs  of  life  away  in  prison, ' 
merely  because  the  king  he  served  was  desirous  of  gratifjring  the  revengeful  feelhigs  of  the-: 
Spanish  king^  and  not  as  a  punishment  for  crime  or  misdemeanour  towards  his  own  country,  ■ 
her  monarch,  or  its  interests  ? 

Though  we  bent  our  course  towards  Cartbagena,  we  nerer  approached  near  enough  to 
that  proud  dty  for  our  vessel  to  be  diseemed  from  the  shore  in  its  vicinity  i  but  having,  after  • 
some  days*  sail,  made  the  land  ourKlves^  we  stood  out  further  to  sea,  to  cruise  in  the  track  of 
vessels  voyaging  between  Cartbagena  and  the  West  Indies.    On  the  fourth  day  of  our  cruis- 
ing hers^  **  a  sail  in  sight "  was  prodaimed  by  the  top-man  at  the  mainmaiNhcad,  when  wa 
crowded avery  stitch  of  canvass  on  the  vessel;  and  though  the  stranger  bore  away  from  no • 
with  all  her  saila  est,  yet,  after  ive  or  aix  hours  of  ckise  chase,  we  got  withm  gun^range  of  her. 
We  now  hoisted  Danish  ookmrs,  and  signaled  for  her  to  lay.to ;  but  she  neither  brought  tew- 
nor  otherwise  noticed  our  sicnals.    This  rut€  dt  guerre  having  failed,  we  hauled  down  the 
Danish  flag,  and  hoisted  the  British  in  its  stead*  when  immediately  the  unsuspecting  stranger 
hoisted  British  colours,  and  lay.to  to  be  hailed  by  us. 

At  this  time  necessity,  backed  by  indinatioo  and  assiduity,  had  enabled  me  to  master  a 
little  of  the  Spanish  tongue ;  and  our  wary  commander,  being  desirous  of  deceiving  the 
stranger  as  long  as  possible  as  to  who  and  what  we  really  were,  now  ordered  all  our  blacks  to 
keep  themselves  out  of  sight,  and  directed  that  none  on  board,  save  mulattoes  and  white 
people,  should  appear  on  the  upper  deck.  These  orders  having  been  enforced,  the  captain 
directed  roe  to  speak  Uie  stranger,  whieb  aeoordiugly  I  did,  soon  as  we  came  within  speaking 
distance,  by  hailing  to  ask  what  she  was,  whence  she  came,  and  to  what  place  she  was  bound  ; 
to  all  which  her  captain  replied,  that  her  name  was  the  Snipe,  and  that  she  was  the  British , 
packet  from-  Barbadoes  to  Cartbagena. 

The  preceding  information  having  been  given  by  him,  her  captain,  in  return,  asked  what 
wo  were;  to  which  I  was  ordered  not  to  reply,  but  direct  him  to  send  a  boat  on  board  us,  [ 
whksh  I  did«  when  the  Snipe's  commander,  evidently  disliking  the  appearance  of  things,  directed 
that  his  main-yard  should  be  braced  to  the  wind,  that  he  might  mako  sail  away  from  us. 

Captain  Quirorga,  who  could,  when  he  pleased,  be  one  of  the  gentlest-mannered  men  that 
ever  heki  oonamand  over  desperate  adventurers,  smiled  on  seeing  the  fotile  eflbrts  the  packet 
captain  was  making  to  shun  all  further  scrutiny  from  him  i  but  his  smile  was  almost  instantly 
followed  by  an  order  to  one  of  his  Ueutenanta  to  fire  two  doublo-sbotted  guns  pointed  at  the 
stem  quarter  of  the  packet.  The  order  was  joyfully  obeyed,  and  the  effect  caused  by  the 
harsh  measure  was  almost  magical.  The  guns  had  scarcely  been  dischaiged  ere  the  men 
employed  braoing  round  the  packet's  yard  ceased  their  Ubours ;  when  all  would  have  been  still , 
as  death  on  board  that  vessel,  had  it  not  been  that  there  was  a  little  bustle  and  confosion  on 
ibe  a/UrpMii  ai  ber  deck,  whisky  u  wo  afterwards  heard,  wai  occasioiied  by  one  of  the  pas- 
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iMd  gai  wondad.  Captain  Qiiiivrgft  dow  directed  me  to  speak  to  the  stranger 
to  onler  her  eemnumder  to  oomo  ahoaid  as  wHh  hb  ship's  papers,  which  order  I 
M0ML  when,  wHhont  forther  hesitatta,  a  hoal  was  hoisted  from  on  board  the  8nipe,  in 
which  her  captain  enibafhed»  mod  it  was  soon  seen  being  rowed  towards  ns.  Meanwhile,  as  if 
to  nMko  assnmneo  doubly  snrsb  a  boat  was  lowered  down  from  our  stem,  in  which  a  very  fero- 
ckms  Mknr,  who  was  oar  first  tteatenant,  together  with  thirty  men,  aU  of  them  well  armed, 
diapatohed  away  to  board  the  packet.  The  oonunander  of  the  Snipe  looked  extremely, 
when  ho  moanted  to  our  deck,  and  beheld  our  terrifie  crew,  who  almost  to  a  man 
had  eoBse  Ibrward  to  show  themselvea ;  and  verily,  I  think,  ssen  conki  not  look  more  ftigfatfal 
than  these  rufians  now  looked.  The  rascals  were  well  acquainted  with  their  commander's 
samaury  mode  of  doing  business ;  consequently  the  giin  of  brutal  satis(aetion  animated  their 
iBTSiJeus  counteaaaees,  iar  the  packet's  treasure,  be  it  what  It  might,  they  knew  was  their 
dcsChMd  booty. 

MThat  now  passed  on  board  the  prise— Ibr  such,  of  course,  she  was  to  us— I  knew  not  ^ 
httt,  on  board  n%  Captain  Quirocga  oontented  himself  with  ascertaining  from  the  mouth  of 
her  diseonsolato  ooroniander,  as  well  as  from  reference  to  her  bill  of  lading,  tjiat  the  packet 
had  actually  got  stowed  away  in  her  hold  the  large  remittance  of  Spanish  dollars,  which,  it 
aeenn,  he  bad  boon  previously  informed  tlie  Wan  oontraeton  in  England  had  shipped  on  board 
of  her,  in  payment  of  their  instalment  of  the  last  loan  taken  by  them  for  the  Colombian 


Thia  infiMrmation  was  amply  sufficient  for  our  captain,  who  had  no  idle  questions  to  ask* 
He  now  ordered  that  his  prisoner,  the  captain,  together  with  the  boat's  crew,  khould  be  con- 
veyed below  into  the  gun  room  ;  and,  in  defiance  of  the  remonstranoes  which  the  poor  captain 
strove  to  make  to  our  commander  on  this,  to  bins,  painfiil  subject,  the  much-dreaded  order 
waa  peremptorily  complied  with ;  but  as  the  prisoners  hung  back,  and  would  not  go  there  of 
their  own  accord,  they  were  forcibly  oonveyed  below  deck. 

While  the  preceding  conversation  took  place  on  board  the  SanU  Maria,  it  seems  that  our 
first  heotenant  had  been  employed  in  the  task  of  uneeremoniously  lashing  together  by  pairs  the 
crew  and  pasiengen  on  boiutl  the  packet,  which  he  did  with  their  backs  to  each  other,  and 
tiica  pbeod  them  in  confinement  in  the  state  cabin  of  their  vessel,  with  several  of  his  men  as 
wtmtimh  over  them,  who  bad  orden  given  to  thom  to  blow  out  the  brains  of  any  captive  who 
ntteamted  to  free  his  person  from  the  cords  with  which  he  was  bound* 

After  all  proper  precautkwary  nseasures  had  been  taken  to  secure  the  prisoners,  we  di^ 
patched  anoUier  boat-load  of  our  crew  to  the  prise,  to  assist  the  lieutonant  in  ransacking  her; 
when,  to  shorten  the  story,  so  oxpeditkMisly  and  efiectnally  dM  we  frdfil  this  business,  that, 
within  twenty-ibur  hours  from  the  time  when  the  aecond  boat's  crew  were  sent,  not  only  her 
valuable  freight  of  dollars,  but  everything  eke  that  was  deemed  worthy  of  bemg  taken  out  of 
the  Snipe,  had  been  conveyed  on  board  of  the  Santo  Maria. 

Hie  unfortunate  commander  of  the  packet,  and  the  boat's  crew  which  he  had  brought  witb 
him  aboard  us,  were  now  re^sonveyed  to  their  own  vessel ;  preparatory  to  which,  on  thekr 
quitting  the  Santo  Bfaria,  symptoms  of  joy  became  discernible  on  theb  countenances.  Poor 
Mowa !  BO  doubt  they  thought  it  a  happy  event  their  getting  away  finom  us,  and  their  hearto 
Mt  lightened  of  a  portion  of  care  at  the  prospect  of  rcjoinfaig  their  old  eooqMnions  in  their 
own  shifft.  '*  Ton  are  lucky  feOows,**  whispered  I  to  myselC  as  I  looked  at  them  passing  over 
the  frthomless  blue  ocean  in  their  boat  to  rejoin  the  plundered  packet;  ** yes,  you  will  be  the 
InekisBt  oC  the  lucky.  If  yon  escape  with  your  Uvea  from  a  set  of  bmu  who  think  no  more  of 
skfaming  living  Protestanto  than  of  killing  so  nmny  pigs  f* 

ns  my  antidpatjon  of  evil  was  by  no  means  erroneous*  AUs  I  the  genius  of  destruction 
was  abroad,  hovering  over  the  poor  suflTeren*  headiL  They  had  scarcely  rejoiaed  their  ooos- 
paaioBS  ia  mislbrtaae,  before  our  desperate  Ueuteaant  and  his  boat's  crewof  phmderers  quitted 
the  ill>stnrred  vessel,  ssost  cold-heartedly  leaving  every  one  on  board  of  her  to  perish  by  an 
uatiaidy  watery  gmve.  To  explaia  this  lamentable  dreumstance,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add* 
IhaS  after  oar  people  had  takea  everything  they  thought  fit  firom  the  cargo,  as  also  all  that  was 
worth  piDaging  tnm  the  passengera  and  crew,  they  set  themselves  to  work  scuttUogthe  packet 
— a  job  they  so  ably  eiiected,  by  oMans  of  boring  holes  in  her  hull,  that  aim  htti  als«iA^  w^ 
csMMmahiy  hi  the  iwrtar  bafors  tbej  theasclvia  q|QiUeih«r,  laivMX  mnm^iaA  ^«^K 
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hmvegone  to  the  bottom  in  leu  than  an  honr  from  the  tfane  oar  boat  rejofaied  the  S<mta  Maria 
had  ihe  been  then  left  to  her  fate;  nevertbeleaa,  to  impatient  wai  oar  prorident  commander 
to  get  rid  of  thii  tloatfaig  erldenee  of  Ms  lait  pfatrtieal  exploit,  that  he  now  Hred  a  braadiide 
irto  the  Ihtt-einkinif  vnmit  and  In  oonaequenee,  amidst  the  cries  of  tlie  poor  wretches  on  board 
Imt,  not  one  of  whom  had  time  allbrded  him,  even  had  he  got  frsed  from  the  cords  thnt  hound 
hhn,  to  jnmp  faito  the  Httle  boat  alongside  the  TesMl,  she  immediately  gore  a  great  hank  to 
bewtfd,  and  then  dinppenred  In  the  bollomlNs  ocean. 

HewhoplaoestliesiBalloBt^iieon  the  Hfe  ef  man»  when  the  denttw  of  his  fclloii^rBitufesf 
•von  of  thonsanda  of  them,  ean  prodnee  any  personal  adfautage  to  Idmseir.  is,  I  mast  avow, 
vntU  to  be  a  heroi  For  mjpait,  «ot  haftag  yet  been  sniiciently  schooled  hi  the  school  of 
IiBioio  deeds,  I  shnddered  as  I  locked  at  the  aUpIs  wnsts,  while  they  gradnally  Asappenred  In 
Ae  briny  al^Fss^  after  tlio  ball  of  the  paclMt  bad  gone  down ;  yet  that  wUeh  had  been  perw 
Ibrmed  hers  was  literally  nothing,  when  compared  with  the  blasting  of  a  mine^  the  sMradng 
OT  a  town,  or  the  drKing  oT  an  uresistlng  enemy  into  a  deep  lifer  lo  perish  thers* 

tinndreds,  ysa,  thousands  of  people  inay  be  nnitilaled  or  deatfoyed  by  either  the  one  or  the 
Ofter  of  tlie  last-named  heroie  exploits ;  hot  the  sinking  of  the  Snipe  wns  a  mere  bagatelle 
« trifling  event,  by  wMeh  a  pallry  packet  vessel  was  lost  to  her  country,  and  seren  paaiengoi% 
adtwdveawn-aod  boys  who  oenstiliited  the  erew,  were  aaat  ton  witeiygiavel 


Tn  whetmlng  oota  had  aeawrty  wwed  Hi  ordhmry  appaar auue  ofur  th>  ipot  where  fbo 

packet  ship  and  all  on  beoitf  Imr  had  sunk*  and  must  now  haen  been  sbkhif  stBl  deeper  te 

briny  fSBl—^  bofcto  Opiaki  Qnlisiga,  who  apparently,  liho  nmaterthe  great  meut  his 

I  tlm  pmh  flf  gloiy,  Msdtaled  only  en  the  Mnro,  and  hardly  bestowed  a  thought 
the  pt>  hni  kii  MfB  ■■•  MM,  to  esmmsnos  betkig  our  way  to  Pirto>  Rioo»  agahist 
t«e  traos  wind  wWn  blew  almort^  tight  sihead  of  our  proper  oouree. 

Theenplrin,  howefw^^wai  wiiui  no  one  knew  better  the  nature  of  eMm,  that  asmo  eve. 
nfaig  assembled  his  crew  upon  dedhf  uAitn  to  UnUk  them  with  a  sample  of  the  pecuniary 
traasure  ere  had  taken  out  of  AeMpe,nndnt  UwiBHM  tfane  to  put  them  in  good  humour, 
he  broke  open  a  ibw  if  the  Manny  ehssts,from  whkdi  he  senred  out  twenty  dollars  each  to 
fwy  man  ibanrd,  Mhug  tutm  ut  the  eanie  dnm  that  the  aum  thus  given  would  be  snflleieiic 
Ibr  spondtag  money  at  the  flm  pert  when  we  went  ashore;  and  that  the  priso-list  should  bo 
Mide-out  igrinil  their  nrrtval  it  FsrtoRfaMN' when  every  man  and  boy  anwngat  nswoald  bn 
Mttled  with  aooordbv  to  the  aomberof  rimresthat  his  berth  on  board  eatitled  Urn  to  reoeive. 
TMs  pimnise,  from  the  Hps  of  a  man  of  honour,  who  Invariably  kept  his  word,  proved  ao 
phiaslni  to  his  erew,  that  wu  di,  wHh  one  aeoerd,  answered  our  noble  eaptain^ls  speech  by 

three  tremendous  cheers ;  and  all  drcumitanees  duly  eonoidered,  perhapa  this  mode  of  showmg 
our  apprebatfcm  of  hii  conduct  was  the  only  suitable  aokoowledgment  we  eoald  have  asado 
totbebmvennn.  An  admiral  or  a  genend  under  a  monardiy  would  be  honoured  by  the 
men  under  them  exnetly  In  a  shnflar  ways  yot  priie-moncy  with  them  is  unjustly  distributed, 
hwsmueh  at  thdr  oommanderB-ini^hief  scruple  not  at  taking  §»  themselves  the  portkm  of 
twenty  or  thirty  thonaand  men;  and  thefr  priie^hiwi  bestow  upon  surgeons,  purveyors, 
dhaphdns,  and  oommimiricf,  each  and  every  one  of  them,  the  allowanoe  of  one  hundred  fighting 
men^yoa,  and  sometimes  of  more.  With  privateers,  and  among  common  pirates,  honour 
and  Juttioe  are  more  associated ;  they  share  as  men  ought  to  share  spoik  won  by  a  partidpa* 
thtt  cf  tcB^'^  ^■"■"-  fbr,  as  the  arlMoentio  praetloe  of.enriching  the  few mt  the  cxpenan 
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tf  lit  ptii  «Mt»  iwolMft  Bot  wbtrt  thflK  (s  ucyihiDg  lika  ■npuMitMi  nli^  %  kw 

te  the  MMuader  •!  thii  dMeriptkM  of  biiMt. 

T>>  MMcay  tl  dinrihiiiag  tl»d6llaii  hwriay  beta  gomtliMMi^  andaa  ■U'Mrancatf 

frwB  the  paicket't  itoras  haMng  been  served  oat  to  every  hand  «ii  board,  «Mb  of.tha  cmw 

m—wrf  — dmyapeoH^wteh  proeeedad  Itrimr  inrJi  tr  tnra  infi  flwlr  baimaiiiihi,  iill 

«aaaoateatadwjlbtbeeveiitiQ£tfaadfty,and.lbaMMMbiliMtaaMairM  la  oai^ 

Hm  pfeariaf  efaroMBstaooe  that  too  or  Hint  Mora  Huh  captam.  aaitba  ooa  iv«  had 

tajeBrkhue  aa that ««  ebaald  haaa  aalhiavnaaMtada  ia  life  thaa 

ottP  tfaaa  — ly  f.ihora  ■■iiiit  ptaaty  af 

i»  the  aaaialj  of  ahaadiea  a#  faod^a— aad.haaM» 

tbr—fcas  ahidaaid  paiiBgi  ^alaH  thataada  whid  aihkh  Maiwiiate  thaGotf  af  Maaaa 

a  piaaiBiif  niiiliif aiibn ,  It  iiaaila  ■  gnad  aia  hnal.  airf  a  iwi^  ihaia  af  laHiiaaa 

hi  her.    For  oqr  oaPB  part,  I  paifar  plahi  aaHiag  ta  imharhhig  hi  m 

aad  a£  any  daia  awald  aroeh  fatiwr  pa»  — aalh^  aiaa  tfaa  nnnan,  wHli 

iPlad  addah  hlwaa  alBMat  from  Madab»  to  Caithagwa,  thaa  nOnr  tha 

af  faa>  haadrad 
iij 
oTlteai^aWBit  ladfai  eapteii^  tboashhahada  ihipftiifr  of  paMoafan,  obatU 
aalely  atteaiyted  iddBg  the  foyaga  fiaaa  Jamaioa  ta  Baglid  i»  tha  vaty  laath  of  tha  tfad« 
wUL  Tha  oaaaeqaeneea  were,  thai  hie  pawengafi,  wha  wm  aaoal  of-  theaa  faifaia%  diod» 
akaaattathelaatparMi;  aadvftthaereipaR(>m=oathyhdigaa»a  vanel  aCnwnd  hi  her  thaii- 
har%  aa  aa  ta  beeoora  dangeronity  fcahy,  aad  hie  provtiiaBa  aaarly  aapeiided»  thia  obetinate- 
dUjpper,  afterhavfaq^  beat  agahnt  the  tradl!  whidftr  oaahaadred'dayi^  waa  ooiapeUad  ta  ehaflg» 
hit  oauiae  that  he  adgfat  reach  the  port  af  hb  daatiaaHaa,  adiiah>  a»  the  grmt  iojnry  of  hia 
owner,  eventuany  he  did  with  a  much  damaged  targo* 

The  Santa  Maria  conthwed  beatfaig' about,  conthmaBy  taehhig  from  aide  ta  lide,  and  so 

iMeully  ahahen  and  toaaed  to  and  fro»  that  there  war  no  ooailhrt  to  be  (bond  for  the  h«nia& 

body  in  any  podtion ;  tin,  at  theeipiratfon  of  a  little  more  thaa  a  fortaifht,  we  had  aade  ila 

faaa&>famd  aofBelently  to  weatherthe  iihmd  of  Jamaica,  ao  aa  to  make  what  at  Jamaica  ia 

termed  ''the  wfaidward pasaive^*  wMeh irdena by panuigbetwean  HispaBiola  aad  JaoMiaa* 

ft  k  tree  ttat  our  eaptahi  might  have  saved  tfanoi  aad  spared  hie  eiewaa  arnail  £itiga%  had 

ha  baraawaf  aoonar,  to  have  safled  throogh  the  Gulf  of  Florida;  but  ha  had  aubataatial 

laawaafcraetfaigutheiaiaB,  and  bemg  free  from  the  hummbraaeo  of  pasaeagariv  appafentij 

ha  was  in  aa  harry  to  terarfnate  the  voyage.    Moreover,  thb  able  oommanderg  althongh  ba 

waa  aa  brave  a  ann  as  any  Hvbig,  warn  prudent  oflleer,  who  In  the  nwin  took  good  aaia  of 

hb  crew;  and;  therefbre,  he  most  have  felt  a  disindhmttoa  to  ba  boarded,  and  perhaps  over* 

haaie^  by  a  British  aian-of«>war,  which  m^glit  readily  have  happened  had  ha  sailed  by  way  of. 

tha  OaV  of  Floridia.    Mlcy  required  tliat  be  should  get  rid  of  the  chests  of  doUaia  and  the 

of  the  booty,  which  he  had  made  oura  by  captaring  the  packet,  belbre  any  soch  a 

took|daea. 
We  had'  spoken  many  Ifttle  vessels  during  the  last  fbrte^t'a  erulsa;  but  evidently  they 
of  Aeor  worthy  our  attention  in  the  way  of  priaas^  fbr  the  captain  penaittad  tbaai^ 
^  m  pasa  after  speaklag  them,  and  hitimating  to  tliose  on  hoard  that  our  ship  was  a, 
man-of-war,  cruishig  In  search  of  Columbian  vessels  and  of  pvatas;    The  laat  vassal 
by  ua  was  in  paashig  between  Jassaiea  and  HIspankifaL     She  was  a  small  Bannndkm 
r,  amed  the  Rob  Roy,  bound  from  Jamaica  to  St  Tbman\  and  shortly  after  «a  had 
her  aa  oadnocv  durfc  dead  ia  the  horison  gave  aa  warning  that  a  trapieal  hanicaiiw 


Thaamen  tidd  tao  true :  we  had  barely  time  to  strike  oar  tep>-masts  baiMa  tha  furiona 
overtook  ua,  and  the  sea  keepfaig  pace  with  it,  ran  mountains  high ;  whiles  as  it  kepi 
iivvlably  to  the  same  point,  blowing  on  the  eastern  end  of  Cul>a,  the  captain  and  bia  olBossai 
■erionaly  oonoenied  (brour  safety,  fearing  it  would  befanpossible  for  ua  lo  weather  tha 
We,  however,  kept  the  ship  m  close  to  the  wind  as  the  violenoe  of  the  harrieaaa 
permit ;  but  the  sea  canted  her  head  so  to  leeward,  that  she  made  more  lea  thaa  bead* 
iMf ;  and  tlie  rigging  got  so  strained  with  the  working  of  the  veasel,  that  even  tha  feint  ho^ 
'Vahal  CBfeBTta&ied  ofhefof  abts  to  keep  her  off  the  rtwc«  was  cmsiittvQ^^  ^8aBaxBfliB^!B%\  >BLiManX> 
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unlen  the  wind  ehanged  or  tubtided,  we  saw  that  to  effect  this  object  would  be  utteriy 
impracticable.  Many  of  the  sails  blew  into  ribands— some  of  the  rigging  was  carried  awaj— 
ye^  snch  were  the  exertions  we  made,  that  erery  stick  which  could  possibly  be  struck  we  suc- 
ceeded in  lowering  upon  deck* 

Shortly  after  it  had  become  dark,  captain  Quirorga  was  akrmed  by  an  unusual  noise  upon 
the  deck,  and,  running  up,  discovered  that  every  sail  of  the  vessel,  save  only  the  foresail,  was 
totally  carried  away.  The  sight  now  was  horrible,  and  the  enthre  ship  presented  a  spectacle  as 
dreadful  to  the  feelings  as  it  was  mortifying  to  human  pride.  Fear  had  produced  among  many 
the  helplessness  of  despondency,  and  among  some  the  misohievous  freaks  of  insanity.  Quirorga 
was  firm  amidst  all  the  perils  of  his  sitnatjon ;  but  some  of  the  crew  were  down  upon  their 
knees,  clasping  their  hands,  and  praying  with  all  the  extravagance  of  horror  depicted  on  their 
fiiees ;  while  others,  though  not  any  great  number,  were  flogging  their  imsges  with  all  their 
might,  calling  upon  them  to  allay  the  storm.  At  this  juncture  one  of  the  petty  offictra 
mounted  to  the  deck  with  a  case  bottle  of  rum  hi  bis  band,  and  with  an  air  of  distraction  and 
deep  despah-  imprinted  in  his  fiice,  was  strutting  about  in  his  shirt,  when  the  oaptaio^  perceiving 
him  to  be  on  the  pobt  of  giring  liquor  to  the  crew  about  him,  with  a  blow  of  bis  denched  fist 
knocked  the  daring  offender  backwards*  and  then  threw  the  rum  bottle  into  the  ocean*. 

'  The  brave  Quirorga  endeavoured  to  bring  the  wavering  part  of  his  ship's  company  to  a 
becoming  sense  of  their  duty  as  seamen,  and  their  dignity  as  men.  He  exhorted  the  sailors  by 
his  example,  and  strove  to  raise  their  spirits  by  assuring  them  the  storm  did  not  appear  mgro 
terrible  than  some  be  had  before  experienoed*  While  the  captain  was  empleyed  eacouragiqg 
his  crew,  we  shipped  a  sea  on  the  larboard  side^  which  eveiy  one  thought  would  have  sent  ua 
to  the  bottom.  The  vessel  seemed  to  sbk  beneath  her  wdght — she  sliivered  and  remained 
motionless ;  it  was  a  moment  of  critical  suspense,  and  by  the  tremendous  sea  thus  shipped 
seventeen  of  our  crew  were  washed  overboard. 

At  this  dreadful  crisis  the  water  rushed  with  incredible  force  through  all  parts  of  the  vessel ; 
yet  the  captain,  finding  she  did  not  go  down,  exerted  himself^  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  to 
rouse  his  crew  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  splintered  masts  cut 
away,  and  what  guns  could  be  uotacklcd  thrown  overboard— as  also  some  spars  and  other 
tiungs  which  encumbered  the  ship.  The  pumps,  which  recently  had  been  useless,  were,  by 
the  exertions  now  made,  once  more  set  agoing :  it  was  with  difficulty,  however,  that  some  few 
hands  could  be  procured  to  work  them,  and  the  captain  seeing  this  to  be  the  case,  stood  at 
them  himself,  at  once  to  encourage  the  men  by  his  example,  and  prevent  them  from  quitting 
the  arduous  duty ;  for,  although  our  present  situation  apparently  was  hopeless,  this  undaunted 
officer  was  determined  that  no  effort  practicable  on  his  part  should  be  wanting  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  ship  and  those  on  board  her.  The  water,  however,  gained  upon  us,  notwith- 
standing all  our  exertions,  and  it  wss  evident  we  oould  not  long  keep  the  vessel  afloat. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  hurricane  was  at  its  greatest  height,  when  the  sky  was  so  completely 
obscured  with  black  clouds,  save  only  at  intervals,  when  it  was  illuminated  by  vivid  forked 
lightniog,  and  the  rain  fell  so  thick,  that  objects  were  not  discernible  from  the  wheel  to  the 
ship's  forecastle.  The  pumps  were  again  choked,  and  dismay  was  now  painted  on  every 
countenance ;  but  I  shidl  not  make  a  mockery  of  real  sufferings  by  attempting,  in  the  man- 
ner of  a  certain  nautical  novelist,  to  portray  every  shade  of  the  countenances  of  our  mariners 
on  a  dark  tempestuous  night ;  nor,  like  him,  detail  a  twentieth  time  over  how  the  wind 
sounds  among  the  cordage,  and  the  nether  muscles  of  the  hardy  seamen's  mouths,  are  brought 
into  play.  Nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  unutterable  despair,  and  silent  anguish  and  horror 
wrought  up  to  firenxy.  Scarcely  a  man  of  the  crew  was  ca|>able  of  making  any  effort  that 
was  useful,  but  all  on  board  seemed  more  desirous  to  extinguish  their  calamities  by  embracing 
death,  than  wilUug,  by  painful  exertions,  to  avoid,  or  at  least  procrastinate,  their  frightful 
doom.  About  eleven  o'clock  we  heard  a  dreadful  roaring  noise,  resembling  that  of  waves 
rolling  against  rocks ;  but  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  accompanying  rains  prevented  us 
firom  discerning  anything,  insomuch,  that  if  it  were  rocks,  we  might  be  actually  dashed  against 
them  till  we  went  to  pieces  without  our  perceiving  them.  The  wind,  however,  now  lulled 
for  a  time,  aud  the  terrific  sea  seemed  to  have  somewhat  abated^  which  made  the  senses  of 
the  people  return  in  some  degree,  and  their  stupefaction  decrease. 

Wa  aow  dkcorared  breaker^,  and  large  rocks  without  side  of  them,  so  that  it  appeared  we 
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Bffit  haTc  passed  quite  close  to  them,  and  were  now  completely  heimned  in  between  roccs 
aad  the  land.  At  this  frightfol  epoch  our  captain  adopted  the  dangerous  resolution  of  letting 
go  an  anefaor,  to  bring  the  ship  up  with  her  head  to  the  sea ;  but  scarcely  had  he  let  go  the 
andior  before  an  enormous  sea  rolled  over  the  vessel,  which,  in  addition  to  iu  washing  away 
mny  ef  tbe  crew,  orarwhelmed  and  filled  her  with  water,  so  that  every  one  on  board  con- 
ckided  the  was  miqnestionably  sinking.  An  African  black  at  this  juncture,  with  a  presence 
of  Biiiid  worthy  of  a  thorough-bred  British  mariner  took  an  axe,  ran  forward  and  cut 
tkecdile. 

Iliu  fibcnled,  the  vessel  again  floated,  and  made  an  effort  to  right  herself;  but  she., was 
afaMtt  eompletelj  water-logged,  and  heeled  to  Urboard  so  much,  that  the  gunwale  lay  under 
water.  We  now  endeavoored  to  steer  as  Cut  as  we  could  for  the  land,  which  evidently  was 
net  at  any  considerable  distance,  though  we  were  unable  to  discover  it  through  the  hazy 
By  great  efibrts  in  baling  the  ship  righted  a  little,  her  gunwale  was  got  above  water, 
she  tenddcd  before  the  wind,  which  stOl  blew  hard  on  shore. 

lore  of  Hie  countervails  all  other  considcraUons  in  the  mind  of  man,  consequently  tbe 
we  were  under  with  regard  to  the  shore  before  us,  and  all  its  dangers,  was  for- 
gotten is  the  joyfol  hope  of  saving  life,  and  we  scudded  towards  the  shore  in  all  the  exulting 
tnuBtporta  of  a  people  just  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  death. 

thm  ^eam  of  happiness  was  of  short  duration— a  tremendous  sea  rolling  over  the  ship, 
biuka  over  her  sCeni,  tore  away  everything  before  it,  stove  in  the  steerage,  carried  away  the 
radder,  sluwred  the  wheel  to  pieces,  tore  up  the  very  ring-bolts  of  the  deck*  and  conveyed 
tto  mcB  statJoned  at  the  wheel,  bruised  and  senseless,  to  the  forepart  of  the  ship^  and  tbea 


When  thb  terrific  sea  came  rolling  over  us,  I  was  standing  near  the  wheel,  and  for- 
tunately kid  hold  of  the  tafferel,  which  enabled  me  to  resist  in  part  the  weight  of  the  water. 
I  wai^  however,  swept  off  my  feet,  and  dashed  against  the  stump  of  the  mainmast.  The  jerk 
tnm  the  talibrel,  which  I  held  very  tenaciously,  seemed  as  If  it  would  have  dislocated  my 
ani ;  but  it  broke  the  impetus  of  the  motion,  aad  in  all  probability  saved  me  from  being 
dashed  to-destniction  against  the  mast. 

I  mam  floundered  about  hi  the  water  at  the  foot  of  the  broken  mast,  till  at  length  I  got  on 
my  feet,  and  seised  liold  of  a  rope,  which  I  held  in  a  state  of  great  embarrassment,  dubious 
what  I  should  do  to  extricate  myself.  At  this  instant  I  perceived  my  messmate,  the 
ganner^  mate,  had  got  upon  the  capstan,  and  was  waving  his  hand  to  me  to  follow  his 
example.  This  I  wished  to  do,  though  it  was  an  enterprise  of  great  risk  and  difficulty ;  for  if 
I  ioet  the  hold  I  had,  a  single  motion  of  the  vessel,  or  a  full  wave,  would  certainly  have  car- 
ried me  ovei  board. 

I  Blade,  however,  a  bold  push,  and  fortunately  accomplished  my  object  Having  attained 
tUs  station,  I  could  the  better  survey  the  wreck,  the  deck  of  which  was  entirely  under  water, 
and  T  now  peroelved  our  surgeon  standing  where  the  water  was  most  shallow,  as  if  watching 
wMh  patient  expectaf  Ion  its  rising,  and  awaiting  the  speedy  death  which  must  ensue.  I  called 
to  Mb,  hot  he  diook  his  head  in  despair,  and  said  in  a  lamentable  tone,  <*  It  is  all  over  with  us,** 
wtai,  rairing  his  liands,  a  whelming  wave  washed  him  fiur  away  Into  tbe  ocean,  where  he  was 
soon  rdeased  firom  a  state  of  suffering  more  deplorable  than  death. 

Tbe  Tessd  was  now  completely  water-logged,  and  while  her  larboard  side  was  gradually 
striuag  faito  the  ocean,  the  deck,  and  of  course  the  capstan,  became  too  nearly  perpendicular 
for  me  to  remain  on  it,  therefore  I  shifted  my  berth  to  the  starboard  side,  holding  fast  by  the 
gunwale,  and  allowing  my  body  and  legs  to  yield  to  the  sea  as  its  waves  broke  over  me.  Thus 
I  oontinued  for  some  time ;  but  the  severity  of  the  labour  exhausted  my  strength  and  spirits, 
tin  the  best  hope  I  entertained  seemed  to  be  that  of  an  early  conclusion  to  my  painful  death, 
and  I  began  to  think  seriously  of  letthig  go  my  hold,  and  of  yielding  myself  at  once  to  tbe 
ivy  of  tbe  waves. 

Tbe  ship,  wliich  continually  approximated  the  shore,  at  length  struck  the  ground,  which 
for  an  instant  revived  our  almost  departed  hopes ;  but  we  soon  found  that  it  availed  not,  ia 
the  samllest  degree,  to  better  our  condition.  The  crew  now  began  to  consult  together  about 
the  best  means  of  getting  on  shore,  and  I  made  an  effort  to  reach  the  lee  throudt^tA  iiV&sSql 
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tnyrfewrhaadu  wef»  cltnging ;  bai,«re  I  eoald  acoMBpUsh  the  dagpante  tMk»  I  bat  wf 
hold  and  Ml  doirn  the  halohwrnj,  the  graAiogi  ef  whioh  haU  bean  waAed  «?erboard,  iofathar 
tpMi  the  kMif  •boat.  Here  I  wai  for  -aoiae  nuoutet  aotangled  among  a  heap  of  package^ 
which  the  violent  fluctuation  and  dashing  of  the  irater  had  ooUeoted  on  the  lee  aide^  whatt, 
aa  the  tMp  moved  with  the  aea,  and  atiil  aiofe  nvrnter  flowed  in»  I  and  the  paokagaa  wen* 
relied  about  together,  eoawthnet  one  and  aonetinoi  another  nppermoit,  untM  nltiauitely  1 
grasped  aomethnig  that  lay  in  my  way,  made  a  vigoreua  ^Mriag^  and  gained  the  lee  ihiiwida. 
I  now  called  to  my  old  shipmate,  the  black  gunner**  mate,  to  make  hia  way  to  where  I  waa* 
but  he  noticed  my  speech  only  by  ahaking  bia  head  in  n  traly  deepooding  manner,  ataiing 
wildly  about -hhn.  Poor  nan  1  bis  spirit  was  anbdoed  and  lua  strength  cahaaatnd  -l^aspnir 
imd  taken  possession  of  his  mind. 

1  had  scarcely  ceased  taUifaig  to  my  honest  meumate,  when  a  tremendmu  aaa  relied  ovar 
tte,  shook  everything  from  its  plaoe*  and  oarried  me,  the  brave  Qnirerga  ten,  and  I  ibaUmw 
every  other  survivor  on  board  us,  along  with  it  inte  the  -vast  oeeaa.  Death  now  naaMfl 
inevicable-|  yet,  amWat  aH  the  oonfhsien  of  hitelleot  occasioned  hy  «iy  anddta  immersion. 
It  name  to  ny  recoUeetion  that  if  n  man  will  throw  hiteself  flat  •on  liia  bnok  in  Hm  ^watmi; 
Heqnitc  stilTand  straight,  and  suHw  himself  to  aink  till  the  waiter  geta  into  Ua  enrs^  he  friU 
^oatlmic  to  float  in  this  position. 

'  The  "happy  thought  with  wliieh  I  was  hispired  was  not  thrown  jtway  npon  m%  9k  I 
thnw  m}'self  on  my  back  in  the  way  just  mentkmed,  nnd  left  myaeif  to  the  djspeaal  iC 
Providence,  vrlien  1  floated  with  hardly  an  effort,  and  began  to  oonoeivn  ftdnt  hopea  of  pea- 
tanmiion.  After  lying  in  tids  manner,  eommitted  to  the  merey  of  the  wind  and  the  tide* 
without  having  ooce  turned  from  my  back,  after  a  time  my  body  struck  upon  a  sandy  htnoit 
when,  overjoyed  at  my  providential  deliverance,  I  made  a  convnlsive  sprtag  to  gain  my  legs, 
trhMh  I  effected,  and  ran  up  a  little  distanoe  on  the  shores  but  I  was  so  weak,  and  wocb 
down  by  fatigi^  nnd  an  unaMe  to  clear  my  stomach  of  tlm  aalt  water  with  which  it^mai 
.leaded,  that  i  suddenly  grew  deadly  sick,  when  I  kit  approhenaive  that  I  hadenly  enehangad 
one  miserable  death  for  another-^n  a  minnte  or  two,  howewer,  I  beoaaseeenaelees. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 


•'  NMrt  wansi    Ikm  Taponra  ronad  the  woantaiBs  enrled 
M«It  into  mora,  and  Ufilit  awakaa  the  world. 
Bfaa  hM  eiMilher  day  t»  •well  the  naat* 
Aad  kad  Urn  bmt  tm  little  bet  lii«  laM.** 


•Tbe  eoe,  wUcb  grearly  «Mlt>  tbe  pelar  lee. 
Hm  quite  the  contrary  eflect  on  vice.** 

TiUL  morning  of  a  new  day  had  dawned  upon  the  island  of  Cuba  before  I  awoke  to  the  slightest 
reoolleation  of  my  situation.  I  was  then  lying  in  a  bamboo  and  mud  hat,  stretched  on  the 
ground  upon  a  wretched  bed,  made  of  the  large  leaves  of  the  cabbage  tree.  A  woolly.headed 
Afinoan  negro  and  a  mulatto  woman,  his  wife,  together  with  their  four  children  aiid  an 
infirm  old  negrcss,  were  my  companions:  but  presently  the  six  first-named  went  awaj 
from  tbe  hut  to  their  place  of  labour  in  the  field,  leaving  the  aged  woman  to  take  care  of  me. 

When  my  senses  became  suAciently  collected  to  contemplate  my  situation,  I  felt  much 
grieved  to  tliiok  that  my  wealth  end  bright  prospects  had  now  passed  away  fhmi  me,  for  the 
Santa  Maria,  and  everything  living  or  dead  on  board  of  her,  exoept  a  few  straggling  saOor% 
vtio  had  since  been  pioked  up  from  floating  upon  spars,  or  been  driven  on  shore  upoa  them, 
the  negro  man,  pmvions  to  hia  going  out,  had,  in  Creole  Spanish  (which,  thanks  to  my  per- 
leverance  in  acqoirii^  the  language  during  my  late  eventful  career,  I  could  pretty  well  maka 
out),  given  me  to  understand  had  been  ingulfed  in  the  ocean,  or  shattered  to  pieces  by  the 
tfemeodous  hurricane  shortly  after  our  beautifiil  ship  struck  upon  the  rock. 

A  good  chest  of  clothes,  which  I  had  collected  together  by  degrees,  and  upwards  of  sixty 
dollars,  which  I  had  kept  deposited  in  my  chest,  were  lost  to  me  by  the  wreck  of  the  Santa 
llaria.  and.  what  was  still  worse,  all  the  specie  we  had  taken  finom  out  of  the  packet  ship  was 
fonafor  ever;  therefore  I  could  make  no  claim  for  the  prixe  money  on  that  head,  should  I 
Ilva  to  reaeh  Porto  RSoo  onoe  more,  where  I  scarcely  knew  whether  I  ought  to  attempt  going 
IWMltbougb,  ttam  the  destruction  of  most  of  our  ship's  crew,  I  should  now  have  an  equitable 
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nM*a»sFAaMoriirlMiiMMyllrtie  Mifv  rf  tte  Cabwihtoi,  yt  ti>  an* 

RoberCMm  Briglit  tiwi  «»  aiid  my  cltlm,  «MririMd  wi  A 
I  hBd  of  tiM  BMtt  bfaMir,  Md  of  the  ^Mirf  dtaraolar  hebon^MMbvifttUidi  ke 
wMld  not  teniple  a  moment  at  depriving  me  of  lifi  Aould  ke  4mb  It  good  poMsy,  aiiitWi 
dMglil  flilid  mj  mMI  whli  evfl  bodHigi  OB  tfw  oeeMlMk 

llMjbelMglnedtlmfrlfhoiddlMao  freat  logret  fcr  Iho  IHoi  of  »y  uomimtoM  wfto 
kodio  niMra%poriiked|  ImthowKo  reoMst  ««f  kaom  sot  tbo  Immbob  Iwart.  Xa^lia 
»ciibioaniMil,iindte>kiiiBtkBBteooMp«rionibowkotwyBMy,k>€WiwtioetkeaMmtdi^ 
0i«ybyMiBBteelSrfcttwllko«tdoplDiiBrth«iade««it;  kerfdH^doskk,  by^TiiMflf  tkoeokM- 
—iiiritify  aboBt  bi»  fonUtj  femfawb  Be  off  ootowb  diayr;  tkewfcfc^  fai  mma  nuBWire^  itii 
«oiiiriiMiBr«>>^aot«te«wkeneonipoiiloBBttertkofcteor«i^  Bi* 

iB  additoi  to  tkese  geoeral  reteoos  ibr  deploriBf  the  deoKh  of  mck  m  Bwdtttodo  off  my 
I  waa  io  many  faistancei  twayed  by  more  poreooal  Bwtivoi,  aa  anddit  Iko  noH 
chamilera  ever  amembled  together  pleaitog  compaBWaa  aad  wano-koBrled  Maadi  am 
«•  ko  ffeOBd «  aad  it  vobU  be  aetlng  amoBgraftrfai  part  fowardi  the  oMBwry  off  the  departed^ 
iff  I  did  Bot  kooeatiy  afoar,  ikat  among  tkefa?ago4nokiBg;  igDonnit  negrooe  and 
iBOMliy  my  ihipamfeib  Bwy  had  aeted  kiodly  by  me,  and  profod  by  their  oondnet  fai 
ketanaea  that  the  fioa  ia  BOt  the  oonaterpait  of  the  keart. 

WkaB,  in  a  moat  amtanokoly  bmmmI,  I  kad  VMiaed  for  eome  tfoM  on  the  OBtfmely  OBd  wj 
had  oooae  to»  tke  iBrariaeBt  peril  wliiek  I  kad  Brpodf  been  fa^  and  the  pwMBt  sad 
off  my  aflUn^  mridealy  I  called  t»miad  that  two  doabtoooi  were  ia  the  fob  off  b^ 
at  Ike  liBW  we  were  wnoked;  aad  eearoely  did  I  reeoBect  tUa  chBuatanco  «Pi^  by 
d  *o  litlie  hmkea  Spaairii  I  waa  aMster  e(  I  eadeavoand  t«  iad  bbT  from  tha  oM 
MBBB  what  had  beoorae  of  my  trowers. 
The  wemaB,  who  waa  a  martyr  to  the  wont  kkMtoffyawi^  whfeh  had  aheady  eatan  bw^t 
■a  off  her  dBfen,  waa  alio  aa  eBtremely  etopid  that  I  eoald  Bot  bring  ker  to  WBdewtBad 
ItwaatkatlroqBhad;  bot  at  almott  erery.frerii  attempt  I  amde  to  obtaiB  the  bmoIm 
•he  wonld  brikg  me  yaais  or  frni^  or  fame  other  artiele  of  prodneaoffthB 


Kindnem  proflbred  at  an  improper  time  it  varcely  oonridered  tndi,  and  this  negro  womaB% 
kiodaem,  ihown  when  I  wanted  to  hare  my  cnrioaity  gratlAed  and  not  my  appetite  for  food» 
waa  even  praroiLing  io  nw ;  bat  there  was  no  remedy  save  patfenee,  therefore  I  ceased  nuking 
ripm  or  speaking,  and  stiiled  my  feelings  to  chew  the  cad  of  reflection  Ita  sHenee. 

The  BSgTQBS  in  the  West  Indies,  even  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  are  hiflnitely  better  off  than 
the  pwaaanfijf  of  England.  The  kidastrious  among  them  alT  have  plenty  of  mm,  sugar,  coflfe^ 
febeeoo,  aah  fish,  tropical  frnits,  and  vegetables  of  many  kinds;  and  it  is  the  negro  race  who 
Hpply  the  Buukeu  with  pork,  fruit,  poultry,  and  fish. 

These  fiscta  being  made  known,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  in  my  host's  absence  I  waB 
with  everything  neoemary  ni  the  eating  and  drinking  way ;  for  although  the  old 
either  wonid  not  or  oonkl  not  make  out  my  request  respecting  my  trousers,  she  took 
aaraln  pnt  cooked  yams,  ripe  bananas,  plantains,  and  other  fruits  beside  my  bed.  She  likewise^ 
by  her  pradcnt  condnet,  made  it  evklent  thut  she  knew  what  was  fit  for  a  person  in  my  condition, 
itmnah  aasbe  kept  from  me  the  rum  bottle— that  solace  to  the  mariner  in  his  troubles,  but 
nUoh  BOW  might  have  tloown  me  into  a  burning  fever. 

AhoBt  aanset  my  host  and  hia  family  reappeared  in  their  place  of  dwellfng,  when  the  worthy 
awBenprasaed  madi  satisfoetioa  at  finding  me  In  so  promising  a  state.  The  question  upper* 
in  WKf  adnd  now  iband  vent,  and,  with  the  eageraess  of  yonth,  I  asked  my  sable  hoet  ta 
OB  aaeoont  of  my  titwisers ;  when  he,  periiaps  seeing  my  anxiety,  smilingly  said  that  I 
«BB  in  BB  fit  oonditioB  to  go  abroad,  and  therefore  need  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  clothe  myaeIC 
PlTBBSBfly,  however,  he  opened  an  old  eliest  wiiieh  stood  in  a  coraer  of  the  room,  and  had  been 
esBifad  over  vrith  branokea  off  plantains,  and  taking  from  it  the  clothes  F  had  wora  at  the  tima 
aff  tha  wreck,  liandod  them  to  me  on  my  bed,  when,  such  was  my  anxiety  to  recover  my  trea- 
that,  withont  reflectiBg  on  my  strange  conduct,  I  most  eageriy  examined  the  fob  of  the 
and  to  my  consternation  found  that  it  contained  nothing.  I  felt  again  and  again  like 
ana  Bit  oraditiag  tha  evidenee  of  his  senses,  or  determined  not  to  believe  an  astounding  truth 
vhlihhalbBiii 
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My  good-teaoarad  host,  who  wm  hoofit  and  fbioera,  fsr  aDprindplMl  nMimtrief  had 
Mi  been  folrtaiid  fa  Oabt  t6  eorrapl  tht  nagro  poptdatlofe,  tedof  my  dfstreti,  kfaidly  relleTed 
My  viad  by -prwtaeuiif  ny  two  doiMoons»  when,  givfag  them  to  mo^  he*  idd  hA  wlihed  there 
were  ten  tbMt  more  of  them  fbr  my  nke. 

Not  to  dwell  on  thU  part  of  my  hirtory,  I  dull  content  myoelf  hy  ilatinf  ,  that  on  the  day 
Mlowfaig  the  reeorOry  of  toy  gold  pleeet,  tiiough  atiH  very  tore  from  my  bmlses  and  tuflbrmg 
from  fever,  I  oontiifod  to  lenve  my  lowly  bed,  and  ait  op  for  a  time  nnder  a  thady  mango  treo 
near  the  hnt;  and  two  days  after  thit my  hoit  brought  a  fipaalih  planter,  his  matter,  to  see 
me.  Thia  gentleman  had,  firom  the  time  of  my  shipwreck,  been  away  from  his  plantation, 
tmnsacting  Mi  shippfag  bosfaiess  at  the  not  far  distant  town  of  St  Jago  do  Caba.  He  was  a 
IHendly,  good  mas,  and  gare  me  to  nnderstand  he  was  well  pleased  with  his  slave  Sancho  fbr 
having  taken  oave  of  mo;  bat  he  said  1  shonld  now  go  to  his  caia  with  him,  and  remain  there 
his|fiM8t  nnca  my  health  got  eitabllshod. 

This  wrii  a  most  neeeptable  invitation  to  me^  and  npon  the  back  of  a  mole  I  was  now  con- 
veyed to  the  planter's  dwelling,  which  waa  a  convenient  wooden  boose  of  one  floor,  adjoining 
tile  bttUdIng  in  which  he  prepared  his  colonial  produce  Ibr  the  market ;  bnt  previous  to  our 
quitting  Baneho's  bnt,  I  got  the  planter  to  give  nm  change  for  one  of  my  doubloons,  when,  as 
n  mark  of  gratitude,  1  Ibrced  the  sum  of  five  dollars  npon  my  black  host  and  his  wife,  who, 
•iMwever,  m«oh  to  their  credtt,  wished  for  no  renmneration  for  their  kindness  shown  to  mc  * 
-  The  planters  in  the  West  Indiei,  no  matter  firom  what  country  they  may  have  come,  are 
hoapitable  people*  Pbrmypart,  I  was  treated  as  kindly  by  Senor  Pabridoos  as  if  I  had  beeA 
n  relative^  Hero  I  stayed  seventeen  days,  during  which  I  heard  tidings  of  twenty.five  of  the 
mew  of  the  Santa  Maria,  whoee  lives  had  been  preserved  fhmi  the  wrook.  Most  of  then  had 
quitted  the  island  in  trading  vessels  of  other  states. 

When  I  had  scfoUrtOd  with  hfan  seventeen  days,  my  host  had  occasion  to  visit  the  HaVaa. 
nnh  to  make  a  purchase  of  slaves,  and  the  journey  being  long  and  tedious  by  land,  he  decided 
on  voyagfaig  thoro  in  •  drogher,  which  b  a  little  ooasthig  vessel ;  and  I,  wishing  to  aee  the 
Havanoah,  and  deemtaig  it  the  best  place  to  embark  at,  made  up  my  mhid  to  accompany  hfan. 
Accordingly  we  embarked  at  St  Jago  de  Cuba,  and  three  days  afterwards  arrived  in  safety  at 
the  Havanoah,  for  several  ages  famous  as  the  place  of  rendetvous  for  the  rich  galleons  and 
other  vessels  oomiag  from  Mezloo  and  Pern  to  proud  and  ooce-powerfbl  Spain. 

The  grandenr  aad  extent  of  this  wealthy  city  fUled  my  mhid  with  astonishment,  which 
didted  remarks  bmm  me  that  a  North  American  Indian  or  a  Castilian  would  not  have  exposiad 
hii  weaknem  by  making,  fbr  the  American  savage  and  the  haughty  Spaniard  are  disciplined 
hi  a  way  which  allows  them  not  to  betray  chOdish  weakness  by  declarations  of  astonishment 
on  bdioldittg  the  works  of  other  men.  Great,  however,  as  the  Havannah  appeared  to  me, 
who  had  previously  seen  no  other  town  of  note  except  Portsmouth,  it  had  recently  suffered  a 
dindnuUoo  in  site  by  a  fire,  which  destrov ed  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  houses. 

At  St  Jago  de  Cuba,  Senor  Fabriciotts  had  kindly  assisted  me  in  purchasing  a  suit  of  clothes, 
and  at  the  Havannah  he  became  the  guest  of  his  (kctor,  who  also  admitted  me  into  his  house, 
and  proposed  giving  me  some  employment,  thhiking  I  might  be  useful  to  him  in  his  transactions 
with  my  country  people,  many  of  whom  frequented  the  Havannah  for  meroantile  purposes. 

The  oargo  of  slaves  from  which  my  friend  hod  purposed  making  his  purchases,  was  dis- 
posed of  before  our  arrival ;  but  this  traffic  was  then  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  another  slave 
sh^  entered  the  Havannah  ten  days  subsequent  to  our  arrival  She,  however,  brought  into 
port  only  ooe4uUf  of  her  customary  cargo,  therefore  no  reduction  took  place  in  the  price  of 
human  beings.  But  the  story  of  this  ship's  last  voyage  furaishes  proob  of  the  lamentable 
rcsulu  attributable  to  over-strained  exertions,  where  no  real  power  exists  to  do  away  with  the 
slave  trade.  The  slaver  in  question  had  been  chased  by  a  British  cruiser,  when,  to  Ughten 
the  cargo,  the  crew  cast  half  of  their  slaves  into  the  sea,  and  the  other  half  were  destmed  to 
follow  to  prevent  the  vessel  beoominga  legal  capture  to  the  cruiser ;  an  event  which  assuredly 
would  have  happened,  had  not  the  ship  of  war,  by  crewdii^  too  much  sail,  carried  away  her 
foretopmast,  and  thus  enabled  the  slaver  to  escape  into  the  Havannah,  while  it  baulked  the 
hopes  of  the  man-of-war's  men  regarding  the  head-money  they  would  have  been  entitled  to 
for  the  negroes  on  board ;  which  large  sum  of  money  the  Britirii  government  would  have 
jttid  to  the  uttermost  firaction,  even  had  the  same  captured  negroes  been  afteiwards  given  up 
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Ui  the  Spaidardi  at  Gnba,  and  aeni  into  ihmrmf  bondage  for  which  the  JSagUih  treaauiy  htd 
htm  diwra  upon  to  tavo  them ;  thtt  truth,  howevar,  ii  too  wall  knova  to  be  coouaented  upoa» 
aad  oiiedirected  philanthropy  bai  often  caused  Bog^d't  gold  to  be  drcniated  to  uphold  that 
ilavery  in  (braign  ooloolei^  which  Britafai  hat  abelnhed  in  her  own. 

Seaor  Fabriciona»  who  happened  to  be  verjr  ihort  of  handa  on  hb  plantation*  owing  to  the     t 
beoping-coogh  and  Uie  yawt  bavii^  Tieited  hit  negroef.  and  carried  off  a  nnmber  of  theai«    ^ 
waa  vucfa  diaappointed  at  haTiag  the  ftill  price  to  paj  Ibr  the  ilavet  he  now  bought ;  and    < 
though  he  was  rather  a  philanthropic  character,  this  circumstance  made  him  become  violent 
in  his  InvectiTes  against  the  Anti*  Slavery  Sodaty  and  its  duped  partisans.  However^  as  tliaie 
la  BO  straggling  against  necessity,  and  he  could  not  do  without  them,  ttie  Senor  purchased  iee 
aagroes ;  but  the  sum  he  paid  for  them  would  have  bought  eight,  hod  the  entire  caigo  of  the 
alavcr  reached  the  Havaonah,  in  place  of  having  had  a  moiety  of  the  poor  Africana  throwa 
into  the  ocean  to  perish— thanks  to  the  Quixotic  off  irt  o(  people  oalllng  thsnMslius  philan* 
throplsts. 

Senor  Fabridous  baring  completed  his  purchases,  prepared  to  return  homo ;  but,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  catastrophe  I  have  to  recount,  he  was  not  destined  to  fulfil  that  Inlsntion. 

Hie  Spanish  character  lias  always  been  remarkable  £n  harbouring  the  nsean  passion  ef 
jealooaj,  wbile»  nnfbrtunatdy,  the  Spaniarda  themselves  hare  too  rarely  shown  scrup&ea  iC 
caosdence  in  sacriJidng  the  auspected  offender  to  their  sanguinary  revenge.  It  nighi  however 
be  thought,  that  the  demoniac  passion  of  jeahittsy  would  not  be  blown  into  a  grsat  flaoM,  oven 
In  the  breaats  of  Spaniards,  where  the  Vennses  they  hare  to  be  jealous  of  aro  mostly  blaek  or 
mulatto  benntka ;  yet  the  very  contrary  is  the  case  at  the  Havannah,  and  every.  paMm-  wlw 
baa  been  there  well  knows  it. 

At  the  time  in  question,  the  green«eyed  monster  seemed  to  have  tonnd  hia  way  Into  alBBott 
ervary  dwdling,  but  whether  it  was  owing  to  the  good-natured  frailty  of  the  ladies,  or  to  the 
natural  charaoter  of  the  Spaniards,  or  to  both  combined,  that  it  had  made  thia  great  proflissi, 
is  a  delicate  subject  to  pronounce  upon,  and  one  on  which,  as  I  am  no  casuist,  i  shall  not 
baxaidan  opinion. 

There  vras  no  safety  for  man  in  walking  the  streets,  much  less  in  gdag  to  plaoea  of  pubUe 
amusement,  and  many  were  the  unfortunate  men  and  oflBcers  of  the  sea  aertioe  who  had 
recently  been  atssitinsted,  and  whose  bodies  had  been  found  in  the  streetSi  As  to  any  radresa 
bdng  obtained,  it  was  totally  out  of  the  question,  Ibr  the  public  authoritiea  of  the  town  slighted 
complainta  on  the  subject,  and  seemed  to  consider  the  revenge  taken  as  nothing  more  than 
bir. 

Good  aometimea  will  spring  from  evil,  and  this  absolute  look  of  morality  on  all  sides  gave 
birth,  in  my  mind,  to  sound  reflections  and  just  comparisons.  Indeed,  who  could  contemplate 
such  passing  events  without  marvelling  to  think  how  men  could  be  found  insane  enoogfa  to 
slay  others  Ibr  worthleu  women,  ever  ready  Ibr  fresh  hitrigue  ;  and  who,  that  like  me^  had 
associated  with  bnocaaeers,  could  possibly  avoid  thinking  of  their  superiority  of  character  Ibr 
manliness,  yea,  and  for  virtue  too  ■  to  a  set  of  Spaniards  who  most  basely  munler  each  other, 
as  wdl  aa  strangers,  on  account  of  the  most  faithless  of  women  ;  they  themselves  forgetting, 
while  they  perpetrate  these  dreadful  deeds,  that  the  basis  of  liberty  is  the  free  disposal  of 
ourselvea* 

It  waa  considered  rather  a  memorable  drcumstanoe,  when  a  day  passed  over  on  whieh 
one  sailor  or  more  had  not  been  murdered ;  but  I  little  dreamt  that  the  assassin*s  stiletto, 
usually  employed  against  sailors,  was  destined  to  pierce  the  heart  of  my  only  friend  here,  who 
was  aged,  and  not  eTcn  suspected  of  gaUantry.  This,  however,  it  was  mode  to  do  one  unlucky 
night,  when  the  poor  pUnter  and  I  were  on  our  way  home  together  from  the  house  of  a 
BMTchant  frith  whom  we  had  dined. 

At  the  moment  of  the  dreadful  assassination  of  my  friend  I  happened  to  be  a  little  distance 
behind  hhn  in  the  street,  but  I  saw  the  assassin  come  from  under  a  gateway  and  giro  him 
the  vengeful  stab^  when  instantly  the  unfortunate  gentleman  staggered  and  f^ll.  The  man 
was  now  going  to  search  his  victim  for  booty,  but  I  suddenly  came  upon  hnn,  and  a  most 
fierce  struggle  ensued  between  us,  when  I  was  in  imminent  dai^r,  fbr  he  was  an  active  and 
a  determined  man.     However,  though  I  recdved  se\'eral  slight  wovunda  fc«m  ^oa  iX^<^<(»  ^ 
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tUi  TlUaia*  fbrtaff  «t  bit  Ikvoand  Bwr  la  iht  6g1it,-  bit  viodiotiTo  finy  hxriag  Msitwhil 
eibaisiled  his  itreiigth*  and  la  ny  own  defoioOft  to  lava  vj  amlifiii  I  bad  oo  altora«tii«,  ba% 
plinigad  mj  dafn:^  iota  bis  bod j. 


CHAPTER    XV.  ' 

Proud  BogtHid'a  dnmiaOaa  ahall  k«  fwl'4 
11wM«bMt  *••  wot  la  P*- 

«*  I  tof*  th0  kMiUHMM  Ma  I" 
9MB  BBHOiiiaij  deed  I  bad  oebievwd  miglit  be  thougfat  ao  aatoaodfav  om  fer  a  yoimcttar,  baft 
Ika  ■obaoi  I  bod  raeaotlf  oonaa  from  aaaeoy  pintoi»  and  my  own  oicicOdtiMlinis  at  the  toasof 
mj  bwofhntoff.  sirrnd  tn  atrni  mj  hiriTf  im  thn  TrmiaiihTi  I  howefor  stood  fcr  aooie  aecondi 
bfthod9iafaiSMiAi,owditathif  what  I  sfaooM  do,  when  happily  B  paity  of  aevenl  Spaniaidv 
pMshig  aloDg  the  street,  siogiog  a  national  air,  roosod  me  from  my  rereria,  and  I  bailed  tSk&m 
to  oooM  So  any  aoristaoosk 

Thrapaniawii  foadUy  oompMod  with  my  naqnost^  when  I  brioly  rslatetf  to  thorn  what  latf 
|kmaad»  ood  hoppfly  the  dyfaiff  mwderst  smrhod  kag  eoongh  to  oonflrm  my  teatfaaony,  and  ta 
aAiiowisdge  Cfaot  robbery  had  bean  his  oferfeet  In  oeoMnitOug  the  tank  dsed;  slier  whidi# 
by  thogooewaa  s>raagori»  I  oodVoyed  the  body  of  my  mrfbrtnaate  ftieod  to  the  rorf- 
of  tdsimaai^wharottoomalmnbdyiifhtthttaaArdsd^and'tbohmieBtabiotidHigs  Iho4 
to  cemanuniealab  illed  the  wosthy  featkanaa  and  all  bis  ftmOy  wllfa  onibigned  aonrow  idA 


The  following  day,  for  fbnerala  within  the  tropies  take  place  soon  after  Hfo  baa 

taitondad  tholof  my  poor  ftlend  to  nne^i^riiovrfaig  ohnroh,  whwime^  after  the  onstonmi^ 
of  the  Cathoha  sai^eo  bad  been  porfamwd  over  bias,  I  preoeoded  with  Ittoth* 
bnrial  gtaond,  and  saw  tbe  oorpae  eonstgned  to  oor  parent  eorth:. 

Thlidntyof  ftisodshlp  luvii^p  been  performed,  the  iulor.whv  was  ar  generous  man,  oalM 
me  Into  bis  oloset  to  repMt  his  proposition  of  talEing  me  into  his  employ ;  bat  the  lato  meten- 
oholy  eoant  had  prejodieed  me  agahist  remaining  at  the  Havannab,  and'  I  therefore  modbstl]^ 
but  rsapaotfaUy  deelined  aooepting  bis  offer,  and  oommnnlcated  to  him  the  intention  I  hadf 
formed  of  praosodiog  to  foaaiinai  where  I  thought  I  m%ht  obtain  faiformatfon  to  enable  roe  tea 
proeacnto  my  eiaim  for  prlso*moaey  for  (he  West  Indiaman*s  cargOb  as  it  was  well  ondersloodl 
that  its  oapturan.  Captain  Quirerga  aod  hfa  erew,  were  to  have  shared  in  the  booty  with 
Robertson,  who  had  ditppsed  of  the  valuable  produce.  The  fiactor  expressed  regret  at  the- 
delermination  I  had  oomo  to^  and  eod^vonred  to  reason  me  out  of  it ;  bat  on  findiog  I  wask 
uncbongeaide,  he  pressed  mo  to  reaudn  a-  few  days  with  him,  when  be  said,  a  higger  was  u> 
sail  for  Jamoioa  ia  wbioh  he  bad  an  interest,  and  I  thoold  pay  nothing  for  my  pasKige.  Ao^ 
Qordingly  I  oontinoed  at  hioboase  until  the  appointed  time,  when  the  worthy  gcntlemaa 
oonductod  ma  oo  board  the  vessel,  and  made  me  a  present  of  twenty  doHsrs  as  a  small  token,, 
he  said,  of  the  roipeat  he  bore  to  the  memory  of  his  departed  friend,  Seaor  Fabricious,  andT 
of  approbatioo  of  my  galloot  oonduet  hi  revenghig  his  death,  when  he  wished  me  succesa  ia 
the  world,  and  bid  tmt  good  by. 

The  distance  from  Cuba  to  Jamaica  is  but  trifling,  and  two  days  fh>m  the  time  of  embark-* 
ation  I  was  slaading  on  the  iogfer*s  deok  at  anchor  near  the  shore,  looking  at  and  admiring^ 
tbo  latter  islandt  when  I  sketebed  out  the  following  account  of  it,  which  I  subjoin  for  tbo' 
informaiioo  of  such  persona  aa  may  not  have  visited  this  highly,  producthre^  eveiwbloomia& 
lusuriant  islaod:-* 

**  The  first  appearanoe  of  Jamaica  prea«ats  one  of  the  most  grand  and  Ifvdy  scenes  that  tbo 
creating  hand  of  nature  can  possibly  exhibit.  Mountains  of  an  immense  height  seem  to  crush 
those  that  are  bolow  them,  and  these  are  adorned  with  a  foliage  as  thick  as  vivid,  and  no  leso 
vivid  than  continuaL  Tbe  hflla,  from  the  sunHuita  to  the  very  borders  of  the  sea,  arc  fringed 
with  trees  and  shrubs  of  a  beantifol  shape  and  undeoaying- verdure ;  and  yon  perceive  mills^ 
works,  and  bousea,  peeping  amongst  the  branches,  or  nearly  boried  amidst  their  shades. 

•«  Tbe  sea  is,  ia  geoesal,  extremely  somoth  and  brilliant,  and  before  the  breeze  begins  tS 
jnpjAe  iU  glossy  sarfoce^  is  so  remai4ably  tranqiarent,  that  you  oaa  perceive  (n  if  there  were 
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BO  Hxtcnrening  mediam)  the  rocks  and  sands  at  a  considerable  depth,  the  weeds  and  coral  that 
adon  the  first,  and  the  stars  and  other  testaceous  fishes  that  repose  upon  the  last, 

**  Erery  passing  ck>ad  affords  some  pleasing  variation,  and  the  glowing  vapoun  of  th« 
stmotphere,  when  the  stm  arises  or  declines,  and  when  the  picturesque  and  fantastic  clouds  aro 
reflected  on  its  poliihed  bosom,  give  an  enchanting  hue,  and  such  as  is  only  particular  to  the 
-warmest  climates,  and  which  (I  have  since  ascertained)  much  resemble  those  saffron  skies 
frUcfa  BO  strongly  mark  the  Gampagna  of  Rome  and  the  environs  of  Naples." 

Providence,  which  must  be  of  close  olBDity  to  nature,  for  she  proWdes  for  all  natural  wnntf 
«Bd  contingencies,  has  by  those  Inestimable  gifts  of  hers,  the  land  and  sea  breezes,  shown  hei^ 
•elf  peculiarly  beneficent  to  the  human  race,  as  also  to  all  other  living  creatures  and  tbinfi 
f  egetaliiig  in  the  West  Indies. 

Dving  tbc  day  here  the  aolar rays  rarify  the  air oaabon,  and  dry  op  the  mahtmrntm  Htm 
tmtbm  of  the  eoith,  and  this  it  is  which  occasiena  a  hreeie  on  every  aide  to  blowiimn  the  Ma 
t«#ardt  the  centre  of  each  isUnd.  On  the  contrary,  as  soon  as  the  sun  sets,  the  heavy  &ew 
peeaHar  to  the  tropics  begfais  to  arise  from  the  earth*  and  this,  during  the  whole  night,  heepi 
driving  back  the  sea  air— to  which  latter  source  it  is  we  are  indebted  finr  the  land  breeie. 
■  Itiate  hreessB,  escoept  during  the  time  of  a  hurricane  and  perhaps  an  earthquake,  arv  •• 
aithfid  to  their  courses  as  time  itself  is  to  iU  maroh ;  only,  it  is  to  he  obserrad,  thnt  they  vary 
II  thdr  strength  aeeordfaig  to  the  seasons  and  the  temperature  of  the  air. 

At  a  large  island,  sttoh  as  Jassaica.  aonietisBes  thefa*  hdloeooe  extends  to  not  more  than  thrae 
or  isor  wSm  from  the  shore,  whUe  at  othecs  the  breeses  wlU  be  fdt  ftiU  twesfty  ndles  distant 
fiporn  the  land. 

For  the  purposes  of  navigation  they  are  peeuUarly  advantageous,  inasmuch  as  they  enaUe 
the  mariner  to  know  the  proper  time  for  approaching  the  shors  and  for  quitting  it.  Were  it 
oat  lor  the  asastance  alforded  by  these  much-fsvouring  breeaea,  coasting  vessels  bound  to 
friadwnrd  porU  would  have  no  way  of  evading  the  trade  wmd,  which  they  do  by  kecpfaig  near 
to  the  shore. 

The  logger  I  was  on  hoard  was  indebted  to  these  breeses  for  getting^  hi  three  days,  to  the 
pboe  of  her  destination,  an  harbour  on  the  south  side -of  the  iaUmd,  oelebrutsd  fb^its  great 
nfa^pments  of  coffee,  and  named  Alligator  Pond. 

The  wharfinger's  house  was  the  only  one  at  the  place  of  landing,  and  in  the  first  boat  wfaldi 
pot  to  shore  after  we  anchored  I  proceeded  there,  intending  to  uMdw  inquiries  regarding  the 
heat  mode  of  proceeding  to  Kingston,  the  coital  mercantile  town  of  the  island. 

When  I  landed,  ^e  wharfinger,  who  was  a  swarthy,  sickly4eoking  man,  was  sitting  in  his 
fnmnda,  facing  the  sea,  to  catoh  all  that  he  could  of  the  comhig  breeze ;  and  the  captain  having 
hitrodneed  me  to  him,  we  sat  down  to  table  to  partake  of  his  seeond  breakfast. 

In  reply  to  ny  inquiries,  the  wharfinger  ioibrmed  me  that  Kingston  is  nearly  seventy  miles 
from  Alligator  Pood,  and  that  to  journey  there  by  land  would  he  fiuiguing  and  expensive,  as  it 
voold  be  necessary  to  travel  the  whole  way  on  horsebaok,  and  have  my  own  horse,  for  no 
p«son  hi  that  ne^hbourhood  hired  them  out.  He  advised  me  to  wait  the  arrival  of  a  Kingston 
dragfa^,  which  might  be  expected  in  a  week ;  meanwhile,  he  said,  I  conld  pass  my  time  plea. 
sandy  visitinf  among  the  planters,  who  would  any  of  them  shew  me  hospitality.  Presently, 
too,  before  we  had  finished  our  breakfast,  several  of  these  gentlemen,  who  had  descended  from 
the  nountains  to  see  to  the  shipment  of  their  cofieo,  entered  the  room,  and  when  it  was  mode 
known  to  them  how  I  was  situated,  they  invited  me  home  with  them  ;  while,  as  they  had  spare 
anles  and  horses  at  the  wharf,  which  had  carried  thefar  bags  of  coflfbe  that  momipg,  there  was 
no  fiSeolty  in  providing  me  with  a  steed. 

VHiere  injuries  are  inflicted  the  injured  will  complafau  I  now  heard  a  great  deal  of  the 
mcality  of  the  negro  population  here,  which  had  begun  to  set  their  betters  at  defiance,  and  act 
m  ff  they  were  assured  that  the  lands  and  buildings  of  the  country  would  speedily  be  their 
own.  One  of  the  pUmters  present  had  that  momiug  to  investigate  into  the  ch^mstances  con- 
aectod  with  a  robbery  of  coffee,  and  he  procured  evUeace,  which  seemed  conclusive,  ogahist 
an  Hebrew  storekeeper,  of  his  having  purchased  an  entfa«  cask  of  that  prized  article  from  a 
Mgro,  who  had  stolen  It  from  his  master.  However,  aa  it  wiU  prove  that  theft  U  of  all  trade* 
theaortpfofUdileUithisqwttUr.  IshaUcomnunkate  the  afaMMl  hicitdible  Ikct.  that  cc^ 
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ceivcn  of  itolcn  produce  are  known  to  ship  and  tell  nearly  as  great  a  qaantit  y  as  the  propri- 
etors of  estates  who  grow  and  manafacture  the  articles ! 

When  the  tun  was  sinkhig  in  the  horizon  I  moanted  a  good  hackney,  and  accompanied  two 
of  the  planters  on  their  ride  home  to  the  Manchester  mountains.  The  road  was  almost  one 
continued  ascent ;  but  we  reached  Mandeville,  distant  fifteen  miles,  in  less  than  two  hours: 
Here  my  companions  had  to  separate ;  but,  to  use  the  language  of  the  country,  they  proposed 
having  a  **  drink**  before  they  parted,  and  for  this  purpose  we  adjourned  to  a  tavern,  then,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sessfon-hoase,  the  workhouse,  and  the  parsonage,  the  only  buildii^  in 
tWs  asslted  town.  It  was  named  after  the  kecond  title  of  a  man  whose  arbtocratic  conse^ 
quence  has  mainly  been  upheld  by  the  sweets  gleaned  by  him  during  a  protracted  term  of 
governorship  over  this  ridi  Island. 

To  pass  over  rolnute  partienlars  It  will  snflSce  to  say  that  I  remained  fifteen  days  amongst 

il»  ever«bospltable  retidMtt  df  Manchester  parish,  livfaig,  as  they  termed  it,  '*  on  planters* 

ittv^**    At  some  of  their  iMMises  1  was  feasted  most  sumptuously,  but  everywhere  treated  with 

urbanity  and  kindness.    Woodlands,  the  fiivourite  residence  of  a  great  proprietor  here,  I  shall 

never  forget    Its  owner  was  hospttaHty  Itself.     He  was  warm-hearted,  much-esteemed,  & 

member  of  the  assembly,  a  major.genenl  of  the  mlUtia,  and.  to  bis  lastiog  honour,  a  real 
patriot. 

After  sofoamlng  here  for  the  termineatioMd,  at  a  dl|/SMiM  given  at  the  pleasantly  situated 
pUnUtkm  of  Java,  I  met  the  evstot  of  the  perish,  a  geBtleman  now  no  more,  but  who  was  an 
excellent  orator  and  an  enllglitened  BMrnber  of  the  aitembly  of  Jamaica,  and  lie,  having  been 
informed  how  I^waa  situated,  khidly  proibred  me  the  me  of  a  spare  horse  to  travel  in  his  suit  to 
Spanish  Town.     Aocordingly  with  the  dawn  next  mombig  we  descended  the  hills  tO|  Spring 
Plaine  state,  seven  miles  disUmt,  wimre  the  party  breakfosted  with  the  worthy  proprietress,  and 
afterwards  proceeded  on  for  Spanish  Town.     Fortunately  there  had  been  no  rain  very  recently ; 
therefore,  withoat  inconvenlcnoe,  we  passed  across  the  bed  of  Dry  River,  which  after  raint  it 
impassible.    The  jonney  well  evfaioed  the  hospitality  of  the  country ;  for,  as  matter  of  ooortc^ 
everybody*t  honse  was  open  to  us,  and  the  whole  party  invariably  dined  at  one  estate^  slept 
at  another,  and  breakfoited  at  a  third ;  until,  after  two  days  spent  hi  this  way,  we  arrived  at 
Ensom  Pen,  a  sweetly  situated  villk  appertaining  to  the  custof  of  Manchester,  and  which 
•tends  near  a  bank  of  the  rapid  river,  the  Rio  Cobra,  surronnded  by  extensive  and  luxuriant 
grounds. 

Spanish  Town  is  the  seat  of  government  of  Jamaica,  and  has  been  so,  not  only  from  the  time 
when  Oliver  Cromwdl  added  this  line  island  to  the  British  possessions*  but  it  was  such  under 
the  Spaniards  before  us,  who  made  choice  of  .this  spot  when  tliey  conquered  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  and  cdoniied  the  isle.  Spanish  Town,  however,  is  not  conveniently  situated  for 
commercial  purposes^  thersfore,  as  a  town,  it  has  never  throve ;  and  save  a  fow  public 
bondings,  the  place  contains  little  more  than  negro  huts  and  a  few  lodgfaig-hottses. 

On  the  other  hand,  Kingston  is  the  focus  of  trade.  It  stands  at  a  most  convenient  part  of 
the  most  commodious  and  safe  horixmr  in  the  whole  island.  Until  just  prior  to  the  time  in 
question,  it'  had,  from  our  earliest  knowledge  of  its  history,  been  a  wealthy  town.  The 
Spaniards  enriched  it ;  the  buccaneers  enriched  it ;  and  the  mercliants,  as  loi^  as  there  waa 
any  security  for  property,  trebly  enriched  it ;  but  when  I  went  there  Khigston  was  a  drooping, 
spiritless,  miserable  place,  overrun  by  missionaries  and  corrupted  by  the  cant  of  methodism. 
But  the  West  India  isles  have  been  scurvily  treated  by  the  mother-country ;  indeed,  since  she 
prides  herself  on  the  maternal  character  she  may  be  said  to  be  an  unnatural  parent.  The 
toiling  islanders  have  long  been  taxed  to  uphold  placemen  and  pensioners,  but  they  toiled  on 
in  quiet,  and  bore  the  taxation  with  patience.  Their  miserable  fete  Is  precipitated  on  them 
by  the  rule  of  men  totally  ignorant  of  their  localities  ;  for  what  are  Colonial  Secretaries  but 
statesmen  who  have  just  sufllcient  influence  to  get  the  rich  appointment,  and,  to  retain  it, 
must  act  under  the  mandates  of  art/ul  brawlhig  demagogues,  ssaay  of  them  wearing  the  cloak 
of  religion,  whose  fallacies,  uttered  at  meetfaigs  of  the  foir  sex,  tend  to  deceive  the  gentle- 
hearted,  as  also  to  the  destruction  of  happiness,  property,  and  order  hi  the  colonies  where 
negroes  arc  employed  ?  And,  ye  gods  of  Rome,  what  Is  methodism,  as  also  what  are  some 
other  persuasions  ending  in  ina,  more  than  cant  terms  to  facilitate  certain  impositions  upon 
the  mind,  which  serve  to  trick  the  gentle  community  out  of  mueh  monqr? 
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Oil,  ye  loTelj  islands  of  the  west !  Nature  has  been  lavish  in  her  gifts  to  you ;  but  rapa- 
ekms  nan  haa  so  regulated  your  affairs,  that  there  is  no  security  left  for  the  esUte  ofthe  living 
or  the  dead.  For  eaample,  anybody  there  may  throw  his  neighbour's  property  into  Chancery^ 
wUeh  is  threefold  more  expensive  than  in  the  mather-coantry,  and 

**  Cofintaof  Joatioe  viideniand 
Tlie  pUintiir  to  be  eld«t  hand,*' 

while,  aa  to  the  testaments  of  the  departed,  they  avail  but  little  for  the  intended  heirs  when 

— ffc— ^  >ra  sought  after  to  further  enrich  overpaid  governors  and  presiding  worthies  of  iim 
long  robe. 

Tbe  eoionies»  too,  whioh  in  the  height  of  their  prosperity  knew  not  of  svoh  evangelical  ap- 
peintaeats,  are  now  blesMd  by  having  highly  endowed  bishops,  even  where  the  language  of  the 
people  is  noknowii  to  the  prelate ;  but  I  beg  pardon  of  tbe  ri|^  reverend  lathers,  for  I  should 
have  denominated  them  '*  lord"  bishops,  as  some  are  regular  stkUeri  for  their  right  to  tbe 
fboUe  title. 


WlMre 


CHAPTER  VL 

I 

I 


eldcn,  deputies,  ^utcbwariMM, 

rt. 


Me  WW  the  SiiMert 
That  ever  ■cwttled  ship  or  cut  a  thioat, 
WMi  ntdtk  true  brrediof  of  a  geetlteMa, 
Ye«  aevvr  eoold  dlviae  Us  leal 


Tbk  fotalist  maintains  there  is  a  fote  in  everything,  and  the  Turk,  though  he  may  run  like  a 
■niman  at  sight  of  the  lance  of  his  Cossack  foe,  is  a  fotallst  in  the  ftillest  sense  of  the  word. 
OeeerfoBaOy,  however,  events  fiUl  out  so  strangely,  that  a  person  of  the  soberest  judgment  is 
heir  iMBiied  to  be  of  the  Tur  k*s  opinion. 

1  had  not  long  arrived  in  Kingston  ere,  in  passing  along  the  streets,  my  attention  wat 
to  a  number  of  staid-looking  personages  sallying  forth  from  a  meeting-honse,  and  I 
one  gentleman  say  to  his  companion,  that  a  synod  of  Methodist  parsons  had  been 
in  oonforence  there.  **  Zounds,**  thought  1,  **  1*11  warrant  that  Robert8on*s  relative  is  amongst 
the  crew  ;*  when,  wfthout  knowing  the  evangelical  man's  name,  much  leu  hb  person,  I  looked 
attentfvdy  at  the  demure  character!  as  they  severally  came  out  of  the  conventicle.  A  cor- 
pulsflt,  gloesy  black  man,  and  a  sickly,  yellow-foced  Creole,  duly  habited  in  sable  dresses  of  a 
most  pnrltanical  fashion,  fora  thne  engaged  my  attention ;  but  presently  spying  out  a  sqohiting^ 
cirbunded-oountenanced  gentleman,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  another,  I  turned  my  eyes  to  dis- 
eover  what  kind  of  a  man  was  his  supporter,  when,  to  my  unspeakable  astonishment,  I  beheld 
la  that  indlvklual  my  old  friend  Captain  Robertson.  **  A  bad  man  may  be  made  still  worse  by 
kecpfaig  had  company,**  saki  I  to  myself,  as  I  looked  at  these  path,  directors  to  heaven.  **  The 
grahi,  however,  shall  he  sifted  from  the  chaff  before  I  make  myself  known  to  my  old  friend.** 
It  wai  a  prudent  resolve,  and  to  act  up  to  my  resolution,  I  followed  about  after  the  party  at 
aeoBvenient  distance,  until  at  length  Robertson  bid  good  day  to  his  companions,  and  entered 
the  door  of  a  lodging.houae.  I  paused  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  knocked  at  the  door  tm 
kiqalre  for  Captain  Itobertson,  when  a  black  girl  made  her  appearance,  who,  on  learning  my 
hvrinsBS,  a£  once  ushered  me  into  the  apartment  where  he  was.  I  had  felt  dubious  how  he 
wonld  receive  me,  but  his  reception  of  me  was  kind,  and  he  expressed  joy  at  my  escape  from 
the  wreck  of  the  Santa  Maria.  Captain  Robertson  now  informed  me  that  he  had  come  tm 
JamaicB  expressly  to  make  inquiries  regarding  the  shipwreck  and  the  survivors  of  the  crew  ; 
hot  he  nki  that,  in  addition  to  me,  he  had  met  with  only  two,  and  they  were  ignorant  bUcki» 
who  had  given  a  lame  account  of  the  dreadful  misfortune. 

At  his  desire,  I  related  the  particulars  of  our  cruise,  and  of  the  prise  we  had  taken ;  as  also, 
minntely  as  I  could,  of  the  storm  preceding  it,  and  our  terrific  shipwreck,  when  It  became  evi- 
4mt  to  me^  from  the  exclamations  and  observations  that  escaped  his  lips  on  hearing  the  sad 
tale^  that  he  had  been  a  great  part  owner  of  the  Santa  Maria,  and  be  avowed  his  disappoint- 
ment aft  finding  we  had  not  disembarked  any  of  the  captured  treasure;  andt  moreover* 
iMteited  that  QainrgM  oagkt  to  have  gone  to  St  Dovungo  U>  \a.\«  ^mm  i^  %in  ^dsaxi&n^ 
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-bore  m  pramiiiai  there,  and  good  bflU  could  have  beeo  |nnoeared  by  bin ;  whereas  he  had 
waiitoiily<*ruked  the  dangers  to  be  apprebended  from  dkeovery,  and  oonscmirnf  eapture,  as 
likewise  -those  of  shipwreck  on  the  oeast  of  Cuba,  which  Umt  had  viiited  im^  to  the  destructkHi 
of  our  vessel,  the  treasure  on  board,  «id  the  orew.  On  the  loss  (^  huoMn  Ilie,  however, 
Robertson  made  very  few  comments,  fsr  he  wis  by  ftur  too  heroic  ^  character  to  attach  much 
importance  to  such  an  event ;  indeed,  my  opinion  Js,  that  previded  oor  tmanirB  in  spaoie  had 
fiRvfonsly  been  hmded  hi  a  phMe  of  aafoty,  Im  wecOd  fawmnUy  hsre  tejoi^ 
on  board  the  Santa  Maria  had  been  drowned. 

lliere  is  iKAHig  Uke  bavftigfA  eye  to  the  nahi  ehaiMe,  Old  I,«fler  hBVing  giv^ 
«m  all  the  infareMllMi  to  vy  power,  ^dlsoevevfaig  that  he  wm  gehig  to  ditmiBi  He  witheitt 
esyfaigti  word  legmdluft  the  dMiehandlae  tekenlqr  «•  oat  ofihe  OolmbfaM,  veatuted  to  put 
seme  home  iqQestiens  to  VHia  en  tltat  •deVoate  eebjeot ;  but  hii  eminii  wmu  vague  «bA 
unsatisfactory :  at  length,  however,  finding  me  resolved  on  the  subject,  lie  suddenly.ebsnged  hk 
flDanner ;  and,  from  having  been  very  fomnl,  iMoame  affkble  and  friendly ;  when,  after  some 
preliminary  discourse,  he  informed  me  that  he  purposed  to  embark  soon  for  St  Thomas's,  and 
-would  take  me  with  him,  and  that  there  f  should  be  paid  my  quota  of  prise  money  :  he  evea 
hinted,  that  provided  I  conducted  myself  to  his  satirfsction,  he  would  be  the  making  of  my 
fortune ;  but  caatioaed  mft,  above  all  things,  as  I  vahied  emr  lives,  not  to  mention  the  name 
-of  the  West  hdiaman  oor  prize»  espeoiaUy  hi  Jamaioa. 

That  I  might  the  better  delve  into  tlie  seeret  views  of  this  extraordinary  man,  I  readily 
agreed  to  everything  he  pr6poied  to  me,  whiles  In  unhesltatiQgly  promising  not  to  name  the 
Columbine,  I  consulted  m'yewa  weUara,  as  the  act  ef  pimoy  committed  in  taking  of  her,  and 
the  barbarous  action  of  making  away  with  her  captain  and  her  crew,  might,  if  known,  haie 
brought  my  lUe  into  the  greatest  jeopardy.  On  parting,  he  presented  me  with  a  few  dollars* 
<and  told  me  to  be  with  him  at  an  early  hour  next  morning.  **  Ah,  my  old  governor,"  added 
T,  as  I  walked  away  from  the  house,  **  you  are  wary,  I  see,  as  yon  are  rich  i  but  it  remaiM  to 
be  seen  whether  you  can  come  the  buccaneer  over  a  youngster  such  as  1  am.** 

I  had  been  recommended  to  a  certafai  lodging-hoose^  and  I  now  proceeded  thera.  It  was 
kept  by  a  Creole  miss,  and  she  received  me  with  the  drawled  out  tokens  of  satisfaction  nsnallty 
ehown  by  these  aooommodating  ladies  to  their  moneyed  customers.  She  provided  a  toleraUe 
good  dinner  that  doy,  of  which  several  lodgers  partook  as  well  as  myself  and  afterwards  I 
.went  to  the  theatre  to  witness  the  perfiirmanee  of  an  American  company  which  had  recently 
arrived  from  New  York,  to  dispUy  their  theatrical  talents  to  the  community  of  Kingston.  The 
j>rofeised  amateur  of  dramatic  performances  would  have  derived  no  pleasure  from  seeing  and 
bearing  Macbeth  consult  the  weird  sisters  in  the  way  I  now  saw  and  heard  this  eeremony 
ttanoged ;  but  to  a  youth  like  myself,  who  had  never  witnessed  anything  more  theatrical  than 
Punch  and  Judy,  as  they  are  exhibited  about  the  country  throughout  England,  even  the  witia^ 
cf  this,  perhaps  the  most  strolling  company  of  the  United  States,  could  not  fail  of  being  enter- 
taining, and  I  was  vastly  amused  by  it.  I  also  derived  pleasure  from  beholding  the  costlv  and, 
.aome  of  them,  fhntastic  dresses,  worn  by  slaves  present  at  this  exhibition ;  but  the  sight  In  no 
manner  surprised  me ;  for  in  Jamaica,  the  people  then  denominated  sjives,  since  that  time 
apprentices,  and  now  freemen,  have  long  eigoyed  the  sweets  of  the  soil,  while  many  of  the 
fMroprietors  of  land,  at  whose  charge  it  is  cultivated,  perish,  worn  out  by  anxiety,  in  a  state  of 
4iankraptcy.  However,  what  I  witnessed  on  that  occasion  was  a  bagatelle  compared  with  what 
died  taken  place  a  hw  nights  previous  at  Spanish  Town,  where  the  sUves  gave  a  ball,  at  which 
iees,  and  every  other  luxury  that  money  could  produce,  were  introduced,  together  with  a 
plum  cake  of  extraordinary  dimensions,  and  six  feet  in  height.  There  was  scarcely  a  negro 
in  the  room  whose  dress  had  not  cost  at  least  five  pounds ;  while  some  of  the  more  fandfhl  of 
these  gentry,  more  especially  among  the  females,  had  expended  from  thirty  to  fifty  pounds 
jopoQ  theirs.  This  extotvagance,  however,  will  not  be  thought  surprising  by  those  who  know 
<bat  a  aegro  con  earn  five  shillings  per  diem  by  picking  coffee,  a  task  about  equal  to  that  of 
fatherii^  cherries  in  Eoglaod.  The  negro  looks  with  contempt  upon  a  white  pedestrian— a 
walking  bnckia,  as  he  calls  him»  and  still  with  greater  upon  the  sailor  of  a  merchant  ship ; 

well  may  he  do  se^  Ihr  when  he  hiauelf  works  aboard  ship,  he  gela  threefold  the  wages  of 

aliivaf  allseeri^thaqghhelsafiPieaaBaadafiritoD.   Ibe  men7  aegio  laaght»  too»  at 
iA^Biiimk^  'hiintiMorialtmeatlaaeof«Bln«bMBdin|tiidtail^ 
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the  boat  oontrifltor.  or  to  ghro  tbe  aoldior  an  odditiood  sett  for  the  new  ram  of  tho>owMtiy  P 
Wkflr  iwMttdttpia  Caytain  SobertoMi  tolho  oioniinr.  ho  bobnnad  to  mo  oven  Moro  oou*. 
tMHtr  tluui  «t  poit&Bg  too  9ig|ii  Msre.  mi  toliint  mo  fcdi  hraokfait  woold  »oa  bo  nady^ 
WHBd  on  my  at^tog  topartoJw  oC  it  At  tola  moal  too  ihMmd  ooptatoaftotod  to  opoo  Uo 
tout  to  mo ;  and,  mSL  knowing  too  natorp  M  kiooom  ipaait^  ho  baited  tha  Inve  of  deoalt 
ojtoi  pamonai  flattoif  and  too  piomim  of  aggnndiaaoMnt.  I  wao  a  fioo»  baadwa  young 
ftlo«|  koatidt  toa  vary  comrtorpariof  a  finoorito  Mphow  of  bii»  who  had  ba«i  loat  aA  aao  1^ 
tboQiiiaaatnido;  aadi  prowidad  I  did  avorytoing  ho  witood  of  mo^  and  aanrod  Urn  faitolbllj 
«  aft  ooaarfiM^  Im  woold  adopt  mo  to  bia  ptooo ;.  for  ho  bad  no  ohild  of  hia  own,  oor  any  yoaag 
ha  vitood  to pmvido  lor.  Tbia  appawtly  waaa  goldaa opportunity  feo  tbo  chBd  Oi 
mnpomqiw  aad  ho  pomaaaad  too  laiga  a  share  of  wortdlj  wiedam  to  aUoor  of  its  poaiing 
by  w<tha^»  mtmniBg.  abmidapt  oipioMinni  of  thanba  to  tha  poaouaer  of  ao  many  advaatagaiL 
to  ahaet^amttom  more  miv  ao  widl  nndorttood  botwooa  nai  that  after  wo  had  done  brMridto% 
gfiia  oM  the  one  hov  to  bohavo  myaalft.  too  captain  took  mo  to  the  home  of  bH 
ayangolioal  gpntiawaw  with  tbo  oailHmolod  note,  and  hitiodnoed  mo  to  him  aa  a 
yaato  wtio  Iwd  oomo  itroogly  reoommended  to  him  frem  itogiand,  and  whom  ho  imipawd 
bitttwaanra. 

ofthogaqwlwna  onool  toamotteionaporaonawhonaiforlot  iBpan  oppoiw 
tonity  fcr  tf—potii^  fwto  their  own  godttomi,  Aeoovdlnglyv  Im  eeiaed  on  tUa  ooooMon  tor 
aM-ontha  iiati  of  n  nligioiit  liA^.  «■!  the  graidhL  dnty  I  toonid  own  m^ 
peotoetori  toiling  BMbto  oondniion,  oipoeiaBy  to  obeanro  aH  goo4  preoepta,  raai 
fanplieitif  iBttMi  the  ordora  of  th«  woitiiy  GbriatiaB  wte  had  taken  a^ 
;  tor  thattho  yonto  who  iowoil  taained»  never  fonakaa  tho  ptoh  ho  tooald  go. 
apt  icMtor,  I  liitoned  wito  BMMh  eooning  attantien  to  ailthe  toregetog,  and  a  HMt 
Bwh  oaatt  dealt  out  to  prototfcm»b«t  wito  paiitoaioel  preoiiton»  from  the  mmrth  of 
of  the  dootrinm  of  Cbriatfamity  I  torwdLdidovoa  Iknowthet  attenUvo naditor^ 
itonted  pioaehen,  while  that  to  proaeh  and  to  liiton  la  the  nmto  totttoem  of  tbo  two; 
thoooadnetof  boto  tbo  partieaalmoetbvariabiypravoB  that  they  aehher  of  them 
gaiaaBytbingabontfbUowingthedootftootoonicated,howovordogmattoaadortbodogitmaybo. 
Mff  andnot  OB  tbIeooMsion  evidently  waa  gratiiytog.  to  the  lootnror.  ai^  m  anrombig  up 
whathobodtomy,  bowBoploaaedtoi^aiiy  tbet  I  waa  a  gmva^  pvoaUring  youto,  endowed 
■itii  a  aprtohUng  of  graoe;  on%  to  abort,  of  whom  woiCtfo  on  earth,  and  advatlon  bereefter. 


ooa^ieto  wito  a  pffofaesed  swindler  la  prolessibos  of  honoaty ;  and  to  judge  by 
atandard,  the  OMet  eloquent  proocbere  are  the  most  arrant  fanpoeeorsi  For  bis  part» 
Gaptato  Robertson  aflTeetod  to  receive  aa  so  much  unerring  gospel  all  that  bis  ralatlve  had 
mld^  asid  eoaaequeatly  now  lookod  on  mo  with  too  soft  beaming  Oyes  of  conplaeency ;  but 
It  though  not  yet  out  of  my  noviciate  in  worldly  mattera»  inwardly  laughed  at  them  bodi,  and 
ransMaiiitiiig  Diana  Winpenny'a  advice,  said  to  myself;  while  toeir  attentiott  was  otherwise 
divmted,  **  Tci^  ye  pair  of  sanctified  old  rogues,  never  doubt  it ;  toe  boy  betore  you  has  been 
tatoedto  tha  w^y  ho  will  go.** 


CHAPTBR    XTIL 
•*  Have  I  onoa  Uved  to  a—  two  hoamt  aear* 


«  Ob».«to  am  toll,  mto  he  whoae  heart  heto  tiie^ 
And  deseed  In  tniuoph  o'er  the  wafer*  wide. 
The  ooMkiBf  •eiMa-the  p«l«M*e  wadeenlafflev. 
That  tbrilU  the  wanderer  of  that  trKklcaa  may  t" 

Tai  Greolo  miaa,  my  hostess,  who  in  her  short  career  had  been  cruelly  duped  by  twe  or  three 
trtnuiiif  preachers,  was  no  advocate  of  the  Methodist  porsoasion,  and,  ftndiog  this  to  be  too 
cam^  I  ventured  to  question,  her  regarding  my  new  patron's  brotoer-iu^law,  whose  name  I  for- 
bear aHationings  though,  to  avow  the  truth,  not  out  of  regard  to  the  reverend  gentleman 
bat  to  mercy  to  the  feelings  of  well-meaning  persona  bolong^^  to  ton  lafi&i>1B«:«m3 


m  THB'M»ARC18T  AHD  NOVELISTS  LlBB ART. 

flMMf^MtlNf  i*t«UteiHiff«itt»llwblailiivii«  ItoBMlw  kmmtC  lUi  vmbIi  mom  to 
Ibt  wndL 

The  Uidy  lihiiitirt^giy  told  —  that  th»  taiwr  khi  to  be  a  i>d  wrileh,  yet  that  he  wm  id 
muy,  that  then  wae  oe  poMlhiMty  ef  gettteg  hha  ooutieted  of  any  oae  ef  hit  erimei  Ih  a 
Aiiininal  ooiiit ;  beiklai^  the  ilaTe  pofmlatioii,  ihe  laid,  looked  npon  hha  at  a  Mfait,  and  would 
Ait  Mifer  a  word  to  be  fpofcea  to  hb  dindvaataga. 

For  hor  part,  iheaddedylt  was  fanpeaiiMe  he  cooM again  deeelve  her,  ao  greatly  had  Her 
luuly  anffwed  fiMB  hia  lateaUty.  Her  riiter  JoUa,  for  example^  had  been  Mdoeed  by-and 
^bornoa  ohild  to  tide  panes,  who  shortly  afterwarde  not  only  forsook  her,  but  gareout  thait  a 
aaa  captaia  had  beea  poor  jQUa*^sediicer.  Yet,  what  still  nwre  grlered  her  was,  his  having 
ao  worked  npoa  the  fcaHags  of  her  mother  by  alternate  threats  of  panUhtaent  and  proBdies 
af  rewBids  in  a  latara  state,  that  to  molUff  his  heart,  and  ensure,  as  she  thooght,  a  good  beKh 
above^  the  old  lady,  shortly  before  her  death,  and  unknown  to  her  fomfly,  had  made  a  will, 
Jbatjniathing  to  this  asaa  the  best  psrt  ef  her  Utile  property,  whleh  he'  had  inhnamnly  seiied 
iapoB,  He  bad  a  wife  and  a  foanily  of  ehOdran  fai  Englaad,  she  said,  aad  yet  that  she  kiiewof 
ao  less  than  four  Kiagstoa  giria  whom  ho  had  sedoeed  and  forsaken  ;  besides  whldi,  'he-  kept 
a  young  blaek  mistress,  whom  ho  passed  off  aa -Us  housekeeper. 

A  novice  in  the  knowledge  of  these  sort  of  evangelical  characters  might  have  imagined  Wiy 
foir  hostess  to  hawe  haea  actuated  by  prejudice  when  she  eempfadned  In  this  manner;  but 
•truths  force  ceaviotion,  and  for  my  own  part,  I  verfly  believe  she  speke  nothing  more  tha*  Ihe 
4rttth{  yet  aha  chaifsd  tlw  reveread  gentleaMa  wHh  behig  an  lai]>oitor,  who  made  his  Ood^a 
same  a  tool  to  work  with,  aad  bartered  away  the  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  tracts  sent  to  hha 
4o  distribute  ia  eiehaaga  for  marketable  goods,  sudi  as  pigs;-  poultry,  vegetables,  and  Vsh. 
With  this  divine  and  Captafai  Robertsoa  I  was  now  honoured  by  dining  every  day,  and  from 
being  myself  eoastantly  on  the  wateh  to  glean  infonaation,  I  found  out  that  the  captafn  had 
-recently. freighted  several  vessebwith  goods  to  thia  island,  which  had  been  disposed  of,  and  he 
had  taken  bills  of  eaehaage  upoa  UMreantOe  houses  at  New  York  for  the  amount  of  the  sales. 
His  bttsinem  here  being  all  done,  the  captain  became  anxious  to  get  back  to  Perto  Rico,  for 
the  time  was  fost  approaddag  when  the  slave  ship  he  expected  home  aright  arrive  from  the 
coast  of  Ottiaea ;  aeoordingly,  that  time  might  not  be  loot,  as  there  was  no  vessel  at  Kingston 
bound  to  Porto  Rioo^  he  agreed  Ibr  his  passage  and  mine  in  a  Bermuittan  trader  bound  to  St 
Thomw's,  from  wbsnoe  we  could  crom  to  Porto  Rico  any  day  we  pleased. 

All  was  got  ready  for  our  voyage,  and  the  sea  stock  had  already  been  shipped,  when,  from 
my  having  suspected  something  wrong  in  their  intentions,  and  at  a  time  when  they  believed 
me  to  be  employed  elsewhere,  I  happily  placed  myself  In  a  cloaet  adjoining  the  chamber  of 
cooferenoe  of  the  two  relatives,  my  professed  friends,  and  here  i  heard  amply  sufficient  to  put 
me  on  my  guard  against  their  machinations  for  my  ruin. 

The  parson  it  waa  who  first  touched  on  the  theme  so  interesting  to  me,  which  he  did  by 
saying,  that  the  safest  way  to  ensure  silence  of  one  who  knew  too  much,  was  to  set  his 
tongue  at  rest  in  the  silence  of  death ;  when  the  captahi,  encouraged  by  this  hint,  said  the 
youth  was  now  off  his  guard,  and  thereibre  might  be  let  live  ibr  a  time,  and  If  his  services 
were  required,  sent  on  a  voyage  or  two  to  Africa,  where  most  likely  he  would  die ;  but  pro- 
vided he  did  not,  there  would  be  ways  enough  to  dispose  of  him.  Here  the  preacher,  with  a 
compliment  or  two  to  the  others  sagacity,  declared  that  no  man  knew  better  than  himself 
wliat  was  incumbent  on  him  to  do ;  nevertheless  that  the  wisest  men  sometimes  erred,  and 
for  his  own  part,  he  thought  the  sooner  a  dangerous  evidence  was  sent  to  his  resting  place,  the 
better  it  was  for  the  mind's  peace  as  well  as  the  body's  security. 

There  was  at  all  times  a  something  ominously  imposing  in  this  clerical  gentieman*s  manner 
and  words,  but  now  both  were  so  much  more  impressive  than  I  had  ever  before  witnessed 
them  to  be,  that  I  was  not  in  the  least  surprised  to  find  Robertson  was  moved  by  his  friend's 
arguments  to  alter  his  sentiments  regarding  me,  and  made  to  avow  that  he  would  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  ridding  himself  of  the  youth. 

Here  the  conference  terminated,  and  the  two  relatives,  much  to  my  satisfaction,  took  up 
their  hats  and  went  out  of  doors ;  when,  judging  they  would  go  on  hoard  the  vessel,  I  has- 
tened there  as  fast  as  I  could,  and  so  contrived  that,  when  they  arrived  on  board,  they  found 
me  bttiUy  eqgaged  overiooking  our  stores. 


MBMOIRB  OP  ANDIBW  WmPBHIIT. 


ttae  it MiktaK  &•  ilwalii«  llM  dMfl :  bth  theiwrtiwM  bMtwiidI 
m^htmj  Mftl ;  awl  I,  mftiiiad  of  the  Talne  of  tlMlr  praiiet,  Cifled  not  to  retoni  due  flmJn 
fortlitiame;  y^ bk mj htut  1  kAi  mUsAmI tha the fo«th wm trdMd in tkt «rqr h» woald 
|»«  wbOe  tlwtt  idly  at  thMo  ooafedermtM  wtt,  itill  h«  vookl  oontriv*  to  6mm  Hw  kno- 

Ify  eoBdaei  oo  thb  oecuta  wu  lo  nHUhfdbary^  that  «hfe  bafaif  the  but  dqr  of  e«r  ftiy, 
Mm  pneeii  was  picaeed,  after  oar  diDoer.  to  take  hm,  aloof  with  the  eaptafai,  to  pan  the 
if  im  with  a  wealthy  aaenber  of  hU  floek.  Here  I  shooM  obaenre,  ae  wo  fomud  eoaao  Jewe 
«afO  of  the  party,  that  ao  nMmopoUier  of  tithei,  howerer  flKbena  might  bo  his  aeattoMHrti, 
ooold  Aam  laore  laaeoor  againit  the  Jewish  religioo  thaa  Robertaoa's  retotifce  ahraye  dM; 
bat  then*  liko  asany  aooh  flliboral  cheneters,  he  was  aarrow-niDded  and  oMMt  prefadlloed. 
fli^  ho*over.  ooiild  proaoh  aboot  cnicifffaig  his  nataral  feeUaga,  and  debasiag  hhaftlf  befcre 
•BMO^  bat  ho  was  too  stabborm  to  do  so. 

Ov  Methodist  pareeo,  who  was  grieved  to  tbiak  that  hi  Jaowiea  the  Jewish  dtiieas  onjoy 
apsry  pri¥ilefo  to  whieh  their  worth  as  neo,  aad  their  toleratiar  spirit  towards  ether  reli* 
gioBBv  fuVy  eatitlo  then^  ooidd  aot  Ibrbear  from  showiag  his  eovioas  spirit  by  kssaltlBg  the 
Hebrew  geaUcBAea,  who  hod  oonse  there  lor  the  parpoee  of  oeoviviality  aad  not  that  of  dis- 
pato<  tiU  at  IsBgtfa,  highly  to  my  delight,  an  olderiy,  boarded  Jew«-a  rabbi  I  believe  he  was_ 
riraoiil  the  troabiesome  preaeher  by  pottiag  tho  foUowiog  faitarrogatoriee  to  him  :>^**  Vba 
are oalraaaely  ftoa  ia  year  abnee  of  oar  reUgkm,  hot  dofoa  kaow,  leaived  sir,  that  Jesos 
Christ  was  a  Jew ;  that  he  was  bora,  lived,  aad  died  a  Jew ;  that,  as  a  Jew,  ho  eeiebiated 
tim  paswiir  la  the  fbU  ssooai  that  all  his  apostles  wera  Jews;  that  after  hie  death  they 
oroBt  lato  tlie  Jewish .  temple,  as  it  is  expressly  writtea ;  and  tlmt  the  flfteea  first  seerrt 
Utepa  of  Jemsalom  ware  Jews  ?^  Wltboot  aay  other  awnMrable' event  iatenreohig,  Captam 
Bobertson  and  I  embarked  in  the  Bermodian  vessel,  and  Us  lOfoieud  friend  had  tho  earn* 
to  aoeompany  as  on  board.  He  sailed  with  as  to  tho  month  of  tlm  liarboar,  when, 
eanttoniaf  my  protoetor  not  to  be  oaaiadful  of  his  advioe,  he  departed  in  a  shore  boat 
to  lead  at  Pdrt  RoTal,  wImto  he  had  a  oonference  to  hold  with  several  elders  of  his  ohoreh. 

Tho  Bermodian  eaptafaie  trading  between  the  Weet  India  Islands  are  axpefioaoed  eeamen* 
who  know  how  to  make  the  most  of  the  trade  winds,  as  also  the  properest  tiuw  to  get  into 
port  to  escape  those  hnrrieanes  which  too  frei|iiently  sweep  every  sail  from  those  seas.  Oar 
captain  steered  his  coarse  for  the  north  side  of  St  Domingo^  that  he  might  have  the  wkle 
Atiantio  to  work  hiM  schooner  in,  and  where,  by  steering  a  degree  or  two  to  the  northward,  a  little 
vaiiatioa  from  the  trade  wind  it  usoally  foand.  \fe  continned  tacking  about  here  for  twelve 
d^  from  the  time  of  qaitting  Jamaiea,  daring  wliich  we  caoght  an  abandonee  of  fine  fish« 
aoMMg  which  may  be  enaroerated  the  king-fish  and  the  dolphin :  we  also  hooked  a  large 
simrk  and  speared  two  porpoises,  which  last,  contrary  to  the  prejudiees  of  most  British 
we  iband  to  be  good  eating,  the  liver  tasting  like  pig  meat,  and  the  flesh  not  unlike 


Hero  I  shonld  mention,  that  my  patron,  as  I  suppose,  the  more  effectoaUy  to  throw  ow  off 
■ly  goaid,  now  invariably  called  me  his  nephew,  no  matter  whether  speaking  of  me  to  otliers 
or  personally  addressing  myself;  the  conseqaence  of  which  was,  that  every  person  of  the  crew 
b^ved  ane  to  be  his  nephew. 

Great  events  not  unfrequently  originate  from  trivial  causes.  Neither  Robertson,  aor  any 
ether  person  not  possessing  the  power  of  divination,  could  possibly  have  fioresecn,  or  even  con* 
jectnred,that  the  appellation  bestowed  on  me  by  this  gentleman,  when  calling  me  **  his  nephew," 
would  prove  a  great  means  of  facilitating  my  success  in  getting  pomession  of  much  unlooked- 
for  wealtb.  To  explain  this,  I  must  premise  the  story  by  mentioning,  that  many  experienced 
mafiners,  who  have  voyaged  in  the  tropics,  pronounce  that  fish  which  have  been  exposed 
daring  the  night  to  have  the  moonshine  upon  them  consequently  become  poisonous ;  but 
whether  this  assertion  is  grounded  upon  fact  I  shall  not  presume  to  decide,  although,  to  judge 
Atom  what  I  have  now  to  relate,  it  may  well  be  believed  as  a  truth. 

We  had  been  fourteen  days  at  sea  in  the  Bennudian  schooner,  the  "  Lovely  Laca,**  beating 
townidward  the  whole  of  the  time,  when  Captain  Robertson,  who,  it  should  be  observed,  was 
asoch  of  an  epicure,  and  remarkably  fond  of  that  great  delicacy  tho  king  fish,  requested  of  our 
tk^iper  to  have  a  slice  of  one  which'  had  been  taken  on  the  preceding  day  cooked  for  his  dinner^ 
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hMrwtiN>.«fk«rwwdtb0«if  tohai  ^-lirffliHi  itt  wkh  »  ntghtog  9i  m  ffatent  natww,  wfai^k 

ltii«i«ii^ifei9i^lWiihpflt|pttiftliaibMBpQiiCMfttdbyte  which  no  othif 

penon  on  board  had  eaten  freely ;  but  several  who  partook  of  it  in  a  more  moderate  way  wort 
fnert  or  \9m^UMH  A^^nt  ^  M*^  poii0%  and  overybody  aoWoaUed  to  mind  the  cireuo^ 
ataooaoC  the  Mi  hMrinff  boan  hang  np  dttrlag  iba  whaia  oi  tkm  piveedaif  night*  with  a  M 
«iaaii4ldning«praiL  lBdoft8BQaoCaUwweiiald.dol»rym«  poorBobortaon'aaaflbringthepI 
cwinofoaiiijl  the  peieott  laeied  to  woeh  opoK  hia^  in  tlio  OMnnae  that  anndo  doea.  Ho 
fttAaraddraadlhi  torweiii:  but  at  latt^  aeeing  all  waa  in  vain  lh«t  wo  ooaid  do  for  him,  and 
thntdnafth  waa inevitable, iK^with  a pioiaptoaii of  deaiaian  alwaya raiariiabla in hia chnractei^ 
Millfrd.on  tig  laiaat  net  of  hit  Hg^  Uaffaig  oiderad  ovory^onaontof  thaaalnnenaept  tht 
captain*  he  directed  him  to  write  what  he  dictated ;  whiah  being^dooeb  two  of  tho  Cftw  ween 
hmnghl^uitawitnaiihiaiignailttrotothf  docODMnti  hethandaiifedthoakippertociaar  the 
onbin,  and  let  moaiooebo  witkhim»  wbeo,  on  ear  being  dotetted  togotiiec^  tlio  poar  gontlanMna 
9(ftk%  m  foiio wa :  -*^  Ho  who  haa  hni  a^  law  ndnnCea.  to  Ihw  haa  nothings  to  disaeablew  1  hnivw 
hemnvgnniMM^whoeloakodhiioBiBManiidbrthocknkaffolgien;  bet  Iwew  abfwnJMie 
theao  who  waraaweoirtid  with  mo  in  the  galanio  dpoepHea,  Howovar.  Andnp^,"  nddedh% 
tiling  moetgrieronily^^  I  fMl  that  I  aaa  dying  seat  to  the  pofa*.  |  ham  n  will  and  chiidMi 
in  Eeropon  bet  there  ii  ample  wealth  than  ferihoni  thepefei^.ai  I  loathe  ay  late  aaioeiatai^ 
awdneat  more  than  my  deoiitfhl  bfetber*ln-law^  who  adviead  me  to  auriM  awagr  with  yon»  1 
have  Idfcyotttha  iotohmr  torail  I  pomaii  in  thia  qeartaa.  Theiw  ie  the  will»**  aoodnded  he^ 
gieieg  nm;the  newly  written  paper  i  «* bet  be  aentioui  haiten  awaywMiyowr  money  toe 
^oarter».faB  aaott  will  it  be  dlioooefod  that  yew  ere  not  mf  nephew,  and  aieij  pieaftile 
will  bn  reaaitad  ta  to  diapoMtse  you  of  the  hrilaritaeee.'* 

The.  poiaon  hod  done  itswoch:  my  beneiMBtar  ooeld  aay  no  nnee.  but  gently  waving  hie 
hand  lettheBeenndhuaeaptein*  who  at  tbtanmiHnt  entered  the  eabin,  and  peurting  towaade 
me  and  tho  wil  diiptoyed  ie  Py  hnmt  aa  if  in  tim  wey  of  appeel  to*  him  toeee  jnttice  dmrn  t9 
nwi  ho  feihedr  on  hia  piUow»  and  pretertt^  wife  n  great  groai^  yielded  np  the  gheet> 


CHAPTER   XVni 
«  *Th  triflt  mot  trickery  mtkm  aironllB  to  tMrir*; 


8ct»  tfm  for  dopo  loleop !    Year  goremon. 
uwooCuwy  BonoKOffVt  ond  otbcr  kbcvcs 
Who  ibE&ve  ^  Ul.foi  w«ritb,lai«h  ia  tbe  ileeTe 
At  those  who  poy  them." 

Necessity  it  a  stem  tyrant.  Even  the  great  debt  of  gratitude  I  owed  my  benefactor,  in  retnm 
for  the  affluence  bo  bad  eo  unexpectedly  bestowed  on  me,  oould  not  avert  the  harsh  decree  of 
neceasity  t  there  was  no  alieroative»  the  body  ooold  not  be  preserved  ibr  interment  on  sbors^ 
and  I  was  obliged  to  consent  that  my  wi-dUaHt  node  should  be  east  into  the  ocean — a  cere* 
roony  which  was  performed  with  a  double-headed  shot  enclosed  in  each  end  of  the  hammock 
wliereia  was  his  oorpse* 

The  Bermudiao  captain,  who  was  an  honest,  strsight-lbrward  sort  of  a  man,  used  his  bast 
efforts  to  console  me  for  the  untimely  death  of  my  uncle  ^  whUo  I,  to  play  the  nephew*s  partt 
pnt  on  the  appearance  of  greater  sorrows  than  I  really  felt.  However,  although  until  very 
eeoently  I  hod  lived  in  dread  of  Robertson,  and  that  1  well  knew  hlm>  to  be  a  most  dangerous 
widLod  character,  yet  now  his  testament  made  in  my  favoar  had  so  thoroughly  changed  my 
santimonts  rq^arding  him,  that  I  respected  his  memory,  and  felt  grief  at  his  lamenUble  end. 
By  his  death,  too,  I  had  been  taught  a  good  moral  lesson  for  all  grovellers  after  unnecessary 
riches — namely,  that  of  seeing  the  small  importance  they  attach  to  them  in  their  dying  moments ; 
and  I  had  also  by  that  event  been  made  more  sensible  than  heretofore  of  the  inscrutable  ways 
of  Providence,  which  had  permitted  Robertson  to  go  on  ni  a  long,  prosperous  career  of  aggro* 
voted  crime ;  and  for  what,  as  far  as  I  could  perceive,  but  to  make  Andrew  Winpenny,  a  vouth 
nattiwoantly  unnoticed  by  him,  heir  to  his  iU-gained  wealth  ? 


MEBfOmS  OF  ANDREW  WINPENNV»  81 

1  kit  no  time  In  possefldo;  in>'veir  of  mj  benefiictor's  writinjf-dcsk»  and  wbat  smaU  pack- 
wga  were  at  hand,  and  two  days  after  his  death  the  schooner  reached  St  Thomas's,  when  the 
eaptafa),  to  whom  I  presented  a  good  bonus  for  his  services,  acted  the  part  of  a  man  of  honourt 
by  delivering  op  to  me  everything  on  board  belonging  to  the  deceased  gentleman's  estate.  At 
the  time  of  that  event,  I  much  regretted  the  necessity  of  consigning  Robertson's  body  to  the 
deep ;  hot  after  my  arrival  here,  I  found  it  was  the  happiest  disposal  of  him  that  could  have 
tAm  place,  as,  bad  I  brought  his  remains  to  this  island,  the  Danish  lawyers  would  have  sifted 
hto  the  particulars  of  my  declared  relationship,  aud  obtained  possession  of  all  the  property  of 
RobertionN  estate  within  the  Danish  rule^  most  likely  for  ever,  as  I  never  could  have  latisfied 
the  Danish  hnva  and  tbeb  greedy  lawyers  on  this  delicate  subject.  Indeed,  luch  b  the  law*a 
nycfty,  tiiat,  as  in  some  other  states,  poverty  is  the  only  safegnanf  flbr  thoee  peraoni  who  mix 
vIOi  tl»  legal  tribe,  and  I  had  not  been  forty-eight  hours  ashore  at  St  Thomas^,  when  an 
fiflgfishman,  settled  there  as  a  merchant,  and  who  knew  something  of  what  was  in  eontempfaiF 
tioD,  advised  me  to  depart  the  isle  without  beat  of  drum,  which  accordingly  I  did,  with  bag 
nd  baggage,  in  a  Spudsh  fishing-boat,  which  sailed  immediately  I  got  on  board  Ibr  St  Jaan» 
Porto  Rico.  The  passage  is  but  a  few  miles  across  the  ocean  finom  one  of  these  islands  to  the 
Mher,  and  the  trade-whid  fiivooring,  we  were  soon  harboured  in  safety  at  9t  Jnan,  where  I 
yuuuilled  forthwith  to  the  lodgiog-house  of  my  former  hostess.  Mademoiselle  Delislo,  who 
herself  delighted  to  see  me  once  more,  and,  at  my  desire,  deposited  toy  baggage  In 
store-room.  Hie  good  lady  proi-cd  very  inquisitive;  she  pot  a  thoosand  qaestions  to 
but  Robertson's  advice,  and  the  danger  I  had  been  in  from  Danish  lawyers,  served  to 
Bnke  me  csntlous,  and  I  gave  her  no  more  information  in  return  for  her  qneeilons  than  what 
T  daamed  safe  for  myself;  but  I  communicated  the  story  of  our  shipwreck,  which  mnch  shodced 
the  fceBngs  of  the  tender-hearted  female,  and  many  tears  fell  from  her  eyes  at  the  recital. 

Fhnn  BiademoiseHe  Delisle  I  learnt  that  the  captain  of  our  slaver  was  absent  firom  Porto 
Vdo,  on  a  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Guinea,  to  procure  a  fresh  living  cargo^;  and  a  day  or  two 
after  my  arrival,  my  new  friend  Jenkinsoo,  whose  advice  had  so  essentially  befriended  me, 
CfOHid  ever  ty  appointment  flrom  St  Thomas's  to  Pwrto  Rico,  to  consult  with  me  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  management  of  my  afbirs.  Jenkinson,  I  should  observe,  bears 
a  vary  high  character,  both  for  probity  and  his  great  knowledge  of  mercantile  business ;  and 
knowmg  a  half  confidence  to  be  no  confidence,  leandidly  communictfled  to  him  all  my  story. 
The  intelligent  merchant,  after  listening  to  me  with  profound  attention,  and  reflecting  for  some 
Bttle  time  on  my  critical  position,  counselled  me  to  act  by  the  deceased  Robertson's  advice, 
mod  get  away  fivm  the  West  Indies  as  expeditionsly  as  possible ;  ibr  otherwise,  he  said,  unprin- 
cipled enemies  wonld  most  likely  prove  the  destmction  of  me.  **  For  example,**  added  he, 
**have  you  not  every  danger  to  apprehend  from  the  slaver's  captain  when  he  returns  here,  and 
yon  call  upon  him  for  a  division  of  the  profits  of  his  voyage?  And  may  not  your  enemies,  to 
•ecnre  to  themselves  some  of  your  wealth,  get  you  apprehended  for  piracy,  and  sent  to  Jamaica 
isr  trial,  when  assuredly  your  riches  would  be  an  irresistible  lure  to  the  great  law  officers  there, 
md  most  likely  a  gibbet  at  Port  Royal  Point  be  the  finale  of  your  adventures? 

Mj  friend's  advice  was  excellent,  and  well  knowing  that  he,  in  the  capacity  of  my  agent, 
could  act  far  more  eflectually  in  my  behalf  than  I  could  for  myself,  in  a  quarter  where  my  ■ 
person  would  be  In  constant  danger,  while  I  could  command  no  great  respect,  fh>m  having  been 
known  only  as  a  yonth  fai  a  very  subordinate  character,  I  promptly  decided  on  executing  and 
kafing  with  him  a  power  of  attorney  to  act  for  me  in  recovering  all  and  every  description  of 
property  he  could  under  the  wDl  of  my  supposed  uncle,  and  of  myself  departing  forthwith  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  there  to  await  in  security  the  result  of  his  endeavours.** 

The  resolve  once  made,  no  time  was  lost  by  me  in  executing  a  power  of  attorney,  whereby 
I  gave  the  same  powers  to  my  confidant  to  act  in  my  behalf  as  I  myself  possessed ;  and  having 
fitmlshed  him  with  this  document,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  my  uncle's  will,  of  which 
I  took  probate  in  Porto  Rico,  and  also  a  letter  of  general  instructions,  I  engaged  my  passage 
bi  a  vessel  bound  for  New  York,  on  board  of  which  Mr  Jenkinson  and  Mademoiselle  Dcliile 
saw  me  with  my  bag  and  baggage  safely  embarked ;  and  the  wind  proving  foir,  the  brig  was 
wdl  away  on  her  voyage,  indeed  almost  out  of  sight  of  the  land  in  little  more  tban  two  hours 
frsB  the  time  of  my  taking  leave  of  these  friends  of  rain 

The  vessel  I  was  on  board  of  was  named  the  Joacldm;  ilheiiii  vbl  V«rm«^\sn^i^  ^ue\%^ 
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large  dimensions ;  ^nd  as  her  captain  had  on^  three  other  passengers,  neither  of  whom  paid 
him  a  price  proportionate  to  what  he  required  for  the  use  of  the  cabin,  he  gladly  accommo- 
dated me  with  his  state-room,  la  return  for  the  more  liberal  sum  I  agreed  to  give  him  for  taj 
passage-money. 

On  any  other  occasion  a  oommpn  berth  would  have  suited  my  purpose  quite  as  well  as 
this  little  cabin,  but  now,  for  a  good  reason,  I  wished  to  have  a  place  entirely  to  myself;  and 
this  having  a  door  to  it  which  locked,  and  being  furnished  with  a  table  and  a  chair,  suited  my 
purpose  to  a  tittle. 

My  luggage  I  got  stowed  away  in  my  cabin,  and  as  soon  aa  we  were  fairly  ont  of  sight  of 
land,  I  went  below  and  shut  myself  up  to  gratify  the  furious  desire  I  felt  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  actual  amount  of  treasure  I  had  come  into  the  possesaion  of  by  the  demise  of  mjr 
self-constituted  uncle,  as  Mademoiselle  Delisle,  at  Porto  Rico,  had  been  too  prying  into  my 
aifidrs  to  allow  me  a  safe  opportunity  of  examining  my  things,  and  I  waa  far  from  desirous  of 
haring  any  one  present  to  witness  what  I  possessed. 

it  waa  an  enchanting  employment,  and  to  this  day  I  think  of  it  with  glee,  the  examining  of 
the  contenta  of  Robertson*s  writing-desk.  I  found  deposited  there  a  great  number  of  gold 
coins,  together  with  two  watches  of  the  same  metals  and  a  variety  of  diamond  and  topax  rings* 
Bnt  what  most  merited  my  attention— and  which,  by  the  by,  I  waa  rather  stow  in  finding;  for 
they  W6re  stowed  away  in  a  secret  drawer— were  the  bills  of  exchange  upon  mercantile  houses 
in  N^w  York,  whieh  the  departed  gentleman  bad  received  in  return  for  the  shipments  of  goods 
disposed  of  by  him  in  Kingston. 

These  bills  were  well  worthy  of  the  search  I  had  to  make  after  them,  inasmudi  as  their 
amount  altogether  was  for  sixty  thousand  dollars,  or,  in  other  words,  more  than  twelve  thott# 
sand  poimds  of  English  money,  which,  added  to  the  specie  I  found,  amoiuiting  to  better  than 
foortiioossnd  dollars,  made  an  inheritance  well  worthy  of  touching ;  yet,  besides  this  mo»ey» 
I  had  to  thank  the  captain's  memory  for  abundance  of  clothes,  as  well  as  the  watches  and 
rings  already  mentioned. 

*  Ah,**  said  I,  laughing  with  self-complacency  as  I  contemplaied  this  treasure^  "  the  yootk  ■ 
has  been  trained  in  the  way  he  should  go.*'  ' 

Having  thus  far  satisflod  my  <iuriosity,  I  repacked  the  bills  •  of  exchange  and  what  other 
property  I  had  found  i'^the  writing-desk,  and  carefully  locked  up  the  same ;  but  I  put  off  the 
task  of  examining  my  new  wardrobe  to  some  more  eonvenient  opportonity. 

A  good-humoured,  facetious  little  fellow,  named  GrenviUe,  who  bad  recently  been  a  meiv  . 
chant  at  St  Thomas's,  and  two  Irish  gentlemen  on  their  return  from  Mexico,  where  they  had 
been  employed  with  the  title  of  managers  to  superintend  a  mining  oonoem,  were  the  other 
passengers  on  board  the  Joachim. 

The  Hibernian  gentlemen  were  great  talkers.  By  their  boasting  it  came  out,  that,  by  meant  • 
of  their  own  great  assurance,  they  had  obtained  the  appointments  they  held  under  a  company 
of  persons  in  England,  who,  having  more  money  than  sane  brains,  had  embarked  a  vast  deal 
of  the  former  in  a  mining  concern,  the  projectors  of  which  had  promised  them  to  proonrd 
gold  in  such  abundance  in  Mexico,  that  it  should  be  sent  home  by  ship  kiads  at  a  time. 

The  projectors  of  this  laudable  speculation,  it  seems,  hod  procured  the  two  Irish  gentlemen 
expressly  that  they  might  act  the  part  of  puffers,  and  consequently  they  had  been  at  the  trouble 
of  haring  them  schooled  to  know  all  the  names  of  things,  as  also  the  terms  of  art  used  in  every 
branch  of  mining ;  when,  as  soon  as  all  this  knowledge  was  attahied,  as  the  heroes  had  long 
before  gained  a  conquest  over  their  modesty,  they  talked  so  very  learnedly,  and  made  such 
great  promises,  that  they  not  only  satisfied  the  minds  of  the  capitalists  engaged  in  the  concern 
as  to  their  ability,  but  made  them  rejoice  at  having  two  such  able  persons  to  send  out  as  their 
confidential  agents  to  South  America. 

The  Hibernians  had  implicitly  obeyed  the  private  orders  of  the  nefSirious  projectors  of  this 
concern,  and  they  were  now  on  their  way  home  to  explain  to  their  simple  capitalists  the  neces- 
sity of  raising  another  loan  of  money  before  they  could  clear  thamine  of  water,  and  effectually 
get  at  the  gold  there.  But  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  mine  proprietofi,  who  thereby  would 
get  the  shares  up  in  price,  they  carried  home  with  them  several  beautiful  specimens  of  gold  in 
the  crude  state,  which,  they  said,  had  come  out  of  their  mine. 

Bfan  is  n  sad  scheming  animal.    Over  the  tottle  one  night,  when  they  were  more  thaa 
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lUf  tipfff  GrcnvQIe,  who  knew  well  how  to  worm  iecrets  from  characters  of  this  sort,  got  one 
«(  these  aiheiitiuers  to  adoiit  that  they  had  purchased  the  samples  of  gold  they  carried  with 
Hktrn ;  and.  moreover,  that  not  a  tithe  of  the  money  sabscribed  by  their  employers  had  ever 
been  spent  in  attempts  to  work  their  mine. 

In  short,  it  was  made  evident  by  what  this  man  said,  that  the  mine  was  little  better  than 
aa  imaginary  thing,  bnt  by  means  of  which  the  projectors  trusted  they  should  be  successful 
in  mining  the  pockets  of  the  shareholders. 

After  a  pleasant  passage  of  fifteen  days,  we  entered  the  beautiful  bay  of  New  York,  which 
is  nid  to  be  seoond  in  magnifieenbe  only  to  that  of  Naples.  Raving  come  from  the  West 
ladies,  we  were  detained  a  short  time  at  the  quarantine  ground,  but  on  tlie  following  morning 
w«  disembarked  at  the  spaeioui  eKy  of  New  York— the  mart  of  commerce.  With  all  ita 
advanieges,  liowever,  it  Is^urs  under  two  great  disadvantages— the  first  is  the  want  of  pure 
fresh  water ;  the  second,  the  great  variableness  of  its  climate,  which  not  nnfrequently  changes 
■ore  tiian  twenty  degrees  in  one  day. 

Tbe  fMir  psssewgers  arrived  in  the  Joachim  put  up  at  tliat  fiunous  inn  and  boaniing-honse 
the  City  Hotd,  where,  for  ten  dollars  a  week,  any  decently-dressed  person  may  be  lodged  and 
irirnfi<*Mt  better  than  many  princes  are  housed  and  fieasted  wlien  in  the  senith  of  their  glory. 
But  with  aB  this  ezeellesit  living  there  is  one  eostom  prevalent  here,  which  in  Europe  would 
be  thought  •  most  unmannerly  one— namely,  that  of  bandying  the  different  dishes  about  the 
table  lior  every  oee  to  serve  himself  to  what  he  wants^  as  no  person  at  a  public  table  lierecon* 
descends  to  help  his  neighbour  to  food. 

Nearly  a  hundred  people  usually  dined  at  this  ordinary  every  day  while  I  was  here  i  but 
tlieii.  It  slieuld  be.  observed,  that  only  a  small  portion  of  these  were  lodged  in  the  hotel.  At 
New  Tofh  It  is  customary  for  single  men  to  dine  at  ordhutfies,  which  in  consequence  ar# 
■emeiOMi.  and  varying  hi  price  to  suit  the  pockets  of  all  ranks,  from  the  leading  merchai^t  to 
the  huunncst  elevm* 

We  met  with  many  remarkable  characters  at  our  ordinary,  not  a  few  of  whom  had  ren- 
dsred  theottelvei  notorious  by  their  frauds.  Indeed,  good  evidence  might  have  been  pro- 
eared  among  them  of  the  grand  truths  inculcated  in  the  prefiminary  chapter  of  this  work ; 
bnt  I  shal  not  aet  the  part  of  an  informer  against  people  of  other  countries,  it  Is  sufficient 
the!  I  faeontrovertlUy  establish,  to  the  satlsliiction  of  Uie  impartial  part  of  the  community, 
that  the  philosophic  assertions  of  the  learned  sceptic  convey  nothing  more  than  truth. 

Even  among  the  Britons  who  revelled  a  part  of  their  time  away  here,  there  were  dia- 
of  whom  the  vnlgar  might  say  **  hanging  would  be  too  good  for  them.**  One  of  these 
a  London  banker,  a  superlative  vUlaln,  who  had  crossed  the  wide  Atlantic  with  all  the . 
cash  in  his  chest  which  his  unsuspicious  customers  had  intrusted  to  his  keeping.  Another, 
if  pomible,  a  still  more  unprincipled  wretch  than  the  banker,  had  been  a  famous 
in  the  British  metropolis,  till  at  length,  having  got  together  several  hundred  thousand 
pooada,  the  porehase  and  sale-money  of  estates  belonging  to  his  clients,  he  took  advantage  of 
thdr  Ignorance  of  the  Iraraan  character,  shown  by  placing  trust  in  him,  and,  without  beat  of 
drum,  marched  away  with  the  precious  booty.  There  was  also  an  Englishman  here,  who, 
after  pleying  strange  pranks  in  the  other  three  quarters  of  the  world,  foolishly  defamed  his 
hoslesi  in  this  quarter,  and  liad  been  tried,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  heavy  fine  for  his  pains  in 
dooif  so ;  when  he,  preferring  his  money  to  all  other  things  in  life,  got  a  Commission  de 
LamUeo  bqulfgado  agafaist  Idmself ;  but  the  American  jury,  by  their  verdict,  defeated  the 
gentkmaa**  loteBtloni,  and  left  him  no  other  choice  than  to  suffer  long  years  of  imprison- 
Bent,  er  he  ftmheoming  with  his  money,  for  they  most  sagaciously  decided  that  he  only 
lihonred  under  Um  influence  of  an  ungovernable  temper. 

Tlie  foregoing,  it  will  be  observed,  were  persons  accustomed  to  move  in  a  genteel  sphere 
of  fife ';  Imt  we  had  abo  some  ignorant  and  vulgar  Englishmen  boarding  here ;  one  of  whom 
ooly  wfll  I  particularize,  which  I  do  in  consequence  of  the  novel  mode  he  had  taken  of 
resBiing  a  cemlbi  table  fortune.  This  man  had  recently  been  a  watchman  in  the  metropolis 
ef  Engfand,  hut  happening  one  night  to  witness  an  improper  intimacy  which  took  place  in  a 
cfanrdiyard  between  a  senator  and  a  soldier,  he  turned  the  adventure  so  much  to  his  advan- 
tsgei  that  he  diortly  afterwards  emigrated  here  with  a  good  fortuoe,  supposed  to  Vux^  Vy^^'o. 
OBtneted  from  the  rich  senator's  pocket. 
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The  bUlf  of  WBhinyt  I  had  upon  the  merchanti  at  Ntw  Totfc  won  all  Mf 
and  in  doe  time  I  touched  the  large  somt  they  entitlod  no  to  ito«vo ;  wheo,  bafjaf  aai 
tbat  there  was  to  see  at  New  York  and  in  its  vicinity,  tho  lovo  of  ebtnio  of  ioboo  fot  _ 
aeniiM  of  my  mind,  and  I  started  one  morning  in  the  pobMo  if oawi  hour  fas  rWlidslyMa 


CHAPTER    XIX. 


'  Miff,  wkat'0  BrtiUt  ju  |«  fUdMl 
Am»  thttmrm  piv^  It,  or  tmm  gaOt 
mmmm  Hm  tanm  Mmp,  IT  tfw  MMk^te 
Or  takvt  tlM.  vital  alMiMia  a  richer  d|«  ! 
Wint  r  thuiwli  •  iMif  yatoktaa  She  ya  dtte, 

Tlw  IvTwto  aO,  howaver  Ugh.«r  law. 
An*  ait>*e  «MH«Ma  iMt  eaniato  la  I 
Wha  aaka  an  alan,  or  MippUeataa  a  fi 
Allka  fa  bofsar,  tlwMigli  m  vaga  or  liam ; 
JMLe-blaaMwtry'to  anadM*  and  ita  cafw* 
Wfaa 


••IWAe 

Tkat 

For  laiaCi  vmj  4m  tha 

Tte  tSiiirit  te  aiMcorilyp 

W  liiai^  odMT  VMM  ara.  lawpiiai  liv 

JUd  ai  the  Devlin  famanoe  do.** 


An  American  stOMMldp,  with  her  passengers  on  hoard,  tanUbm  a  good  epitoaa  of  hiMUui 


Ariwng  tho  heteiogpsneous  mixture  of  neariy  three  hnndred  powons  we  had  on  hoar^ 
tito  Resident  of  the  United  States ;  a  man,  like  all  his  predoceswrsh,  wortlqr  of  the  high. 
bononraUe  sitnatlon  his  dtseeming  countrymen  had  appofasted  him  to  fill ;  one  or  two  of  tkl^ 
members  of  his  council  were  also  embarked  with  us ;  but  here  the  taint  of  aristocrat  !• 
mixed  up  with  the  constitutkm,  and  it  is  to  he  apprehended,  that  unlesa  the  ftilsome  tmm^ 
honourable  be  detached  fhmi  the  names  of  those  who  fill  this  offloe^  that  the.  taint  will  spread, 
into  vile  corruption,  till  the  land  has  become  accursed  by  the  hmden  iniepanble  froook  a  realt 
aristocracy  of  title.  Indeed,  it  is  essential  to  a  people  dednma  of  maintaining  their  frasdiwn>. 
to  permit  not  of  titles  and  decontkma  amongst  them ;  thoM  hsing  hwhnmenti  of  their 
goveraors  to  enslave  them,  by  working  on  their  love  of  qppiohatioii,  to  mako  it  dqpMnfto  to 
servility,  that  these  baubles  and  symbols  ssay  be  obtained. 

Two  venerable  personages,  in  the  garb  of  Quaker^  iaatod  tbamdret  nair  mc»  and  oi^ 
tered  into  a  dissertation  on  polities,  when  the  yonngeit  obaarved  that  the  Amaikan  cenalU- 
tntion  was  a  happy  one,  but  he  feared  not  doomed  to  oontinno  so»  for  tlMUt  thii'iliflsii^ 
govemmenta  scattered  over  the  world  had  hivariahly  began  by  being  npnhliesb  and  ended  fed : 
becoming  monarchies;  as  some  ambltiooa  wretch  always  aroaa  to  lob  hit  oonntry  peopin  of 
their  rights,  by  seixing  upon  the  sovereign  power  and  baasly  endavfaig  tfaonvwhlah  ia  oasil|p 
done  through  the  medium  of  hmg,  partially  chosen  paifiHBont^  amoogit  the  memhen  of. 
which  corruption  never  can  fidi  In  its  obiieot. 

To  this  the  elder  citixen  made  reply,  that  in  tho  ignonat  agoa  tbaaa  misfiBrtuneahid 
vUted  the  people  hi  an  qoarters;  but  now,  he  said,  that  tho  peopio  were  wfaer  ttm  hi  okieA^ . 
tbnes,  and,  instrnetod  by  the  press,  in  oonntries  where  tho  tnitltntinno  wore  jnst  and  anaadL 
as  with  them,  there  need  not  be  any  foare  entertafamd  of  snob  a  lamsntihia  wsnlti  Thopail» 
he  added,  so  flur  ihmi  arguing  bad  for  tho  ftitnee,  aa  tho  paiHiii  of  royal^  vonid  bifoi;  mm- 
the  best  guarantee  they  oooki  have  against  danger  ^  and  ttli^  JnawnMhaa  nei  obM  of  wmm . 
knowing  anytUng  of  history,  oonM  bo  so  depnred,  or  so  bUid»at  to  gtootear  ta  aof  npitert 
who  would  impoM  on  then  an  aristoonoy,  a  nadoBid  ohvd^  and  reptennial  iiaatnre,  tahci 
paid  and  uphehl  by  aU  elanee  of  the  ooomnity. 

Tho  Quaker  who  had  first  spokon  on  pelllicnagahfipwiddBnbliattothoprehiMa 
durability  of  thefa*  govonmeat,  whaiwpon  the  areit  nanawhla  of  the  tiva 
followa:— 

-.  •'The  United  Statea  of  Amevka  hare  profited  hy  tha  oreii of  oM  erfahliihai 
amtt^  nd,  therefore^  keep  tbemselret  f^  fima  debt  aafi  tho  gikwy  tnatta  it  aooMiiM  i 
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Wt  ivyrity  b  JnoPfwrfMe  to  dieq>  goverament,  and  ereatet  a  contlnaed  inroad  on  the 
pao|Ja1i  ytntf  aad  |iroperty.  It  reqolrtt  to  bo  upheld  by  a  long  list  of  penitonerf  and  an 
iP  giiudiny  aratocraey  i  and  for  tbota  its  bonntief  to  tIco  are  innumerable.  The  labouraia 
an  pinderad  hj  tntry  devtoe^  nnder  the  head  of  taxation,  to  grossly  pamper  the  profligate 
■id  the  idle.  In  short,  steam  itsetf  is  nothhig  to  iL  Steam  of  a  million  horse-power  would 
not  do  the  work  of  execution  half  so  effectually  as  a  despotic  royalty.  Happily,  too,  the 
r****''**  of  A»erica  baa  commeaoed  at  an  ansp&Bions  hour ;  and  it  is  reserved  for  us  to  be  a 
isliginns  people^  wHbovt  having  to  ophold  what  olten  b  its  bane— a  national  religion.  Our 
MMtHntien  ia eacoMsBtly  framed;  it  makea  the  ▼arious  states  of  the  Uaion  aerwe  as  checks 
■poQ  each  oftlwr,  and  oompeb  the  goewi— enf  to  be  economlcaU- perhaps  the  most  difficult 
polHt  to  bonaidevnd.  Then*  ngaia,  the  dMrion  of  property  between  children  is  benefldaU 
fcritnddatothowspeeUbiUtyof  thamiddlocUsaes;  wherMs,  what  b  the  law  of  primoge. 
ytwo  in  aosne  kiagdOsss  bat  a  stale  device  far  upholding  one  great  personage  at  the  head  of 
a  fMolthy  fsaallyt  while  the  yoongnr  hianehes  eat  the  bread  of  idleness,  as  pensioners  or 
Onr  crindnal  hnra  abo  are  oaoelbnt,  for  by  them  justice  U  promptly  admi- 
and  aitboogfa  onr  Judges  are  eiempt  flrom  their  labours  only  on  the  Sabbath,  so 
b  psditte  employ  deemed  in  a  weli-govemed  republic,  that  they  think  theiusdvea 
wrii  iwaaenited  by  aabriea  of  fewer  bvadreds  of  didlars  than  oonspirbg  judges,  who  sit  in 
ja^gBieat  oaly  oeoasionaWy,  reeeivo  hi  pounds  slerlfaig,  where  wide-spreading  corruption 
tainta  the  entire  land.  But  royalty,"  added  tbb  repubHcan  eitiaen,  after  having  paused  for 
loyalty  b  an  rKpensivo  government ;  for  what  b  a  king  without  an  aristocraoy 
a  prtaHheod  1  and  what  are  any  of  these  unless  supported  in  splendour  and  magnift. 
?  ft  b  «  ayslom  in  whfoh  m«i  apo  soogfat  to  be  governed  by  appearances,  and  the 
l«ther  than  the  understanding,  and  b  snore  adapted  to  a  barbarous  than  a  dvilisod 
^PPByt  hwrever,  wo  are  no  oopybta  of  the  Institutions  of  our  English  forefathers, 
Hkm  the  Bgyplians  of  old,  wers  tho  servile  and  submissive  slaves  of  priests  and  kings, 
and  oarwony,  the  parade  of  oniwn%  oorooations,  and  coronets— of  gold  keya^ 
«Ulo  waDdi»  and  blaek  rods— of  maoea,  bwn,  and  ermme,  and  of  horsehair  wigs— 
m  tho  chief  attributes  of  asonarohy.  When  men  becooM  enlightened,  they  oease  to 
inipire  reqiect,  for  the  real  dijeoi  of  govoiwwBt  b  to  confer  the  greatest  happiness  oo  tho 
f  rtMf  If,  ai  tho  I— it  onpcpso ;  aad  it  is,  therefore,  a  beggarly  greatness  an  absurd  system 
ihift  wasdd  yeiyatnatt  tliese  tom-fooiories  maMtt  an  bspoverbhed  population— amidst  never* 
jobopaiddebla, dl-grindfaig  taxation, and IrightfhU  wido-spreading pauperism." 

*  Tho  Isfoagn  of  tnith,  utiarad  from  tho  lips  of  reason,  must  carry  eonvletion,''  said  tho 
''and  I  aaa  that  tho  pagenatry  of  a  oonrt,  and  the  prodigal  expenditure  hi 
high  Bvi^g,  and  b  all  devbiWo  ways,  of  those  who  freqnent  it,  must  indirectly  be 
yrid-hy  Iho  taflfag  ooaimnnity ;  as  Ukowbe  must  the  martial  troops,  tho  army  of  policemen* 
mA  fta  imnnmhsfed  ipias  whbh  it  entals  aa  essential  to  its  pomp  and  grandeur." 
•  TWm  iMsoaad.tbo  gentbamn  with  tho  bread-brfanmed  hats ;  for  so  very  ignonnt  wera 
Ih^  OS  aasno  pofaiti»  alftbo^gh  extremely  enlightened  on  others— as,  for  exampb,  traflSc  in  aU 
braaehes— ihiit  thoy  know  not  thai  aaany  things  which  sound  remaikably  well  as  precepts, 
|Ma  hoM  ospMadIn  praotiQa,  oven  from  the  thne  when  the  first  of  the  Ptolemies  reigned 
•vw.Kgjpt;  aa4  prohnbty,  to  jndgo  from  their  ignorance  of  the  blessings  of  royalty,  and  the 
■may  .good  ^aufovs  to  be  pbhed  ap  aador  that  form  of  government,  they  took  the  ground- 
imh  af  tfaahr  feasoahig  from  aonw  old  barbanms  history 

FVm  pnBtioal  martmi  thoooavortatioa  was  now  toned  upon  the  news  of  the  day,  when  oor 
bra  IHands  di|ibred  tho  and  alranmsfaare  of  there  befog  pirate  vesseb  afloat  fai  their  neigh* 
komrivg  MMl  alduli  tfaay  said*  moat  amnredly  there  were,  as  many  ships  had  recently  beea 
brti  whUh  WHa  aaaeaoantod  for  by  sMpwroek  or  otherwise.  Of  these  they  specified  no  less 
sis,  ia  vUdi  list,  aot  a  httb  to  my  oonfosbn,  was  the  Columbine,  as  also  the  Cartha- 
packof^  whioh  Captahi  Qnlrorga  pUlagod  and  scuttled. 
Ibo  ehbal  Qnakoii  awilnj  I  was  interested  ta  the  eonversAtbo,  and,  mistakhig  me  for  an 
yoath  aboat  termbmtlng  his  edneation,  good»naturedly  observed  to  me,  that  piratei . 
after  the  aristocracy  and  the  stipended  national  church  they  had  been  tolkhig  of,  were  the 
poaUst  thieves  aad  aeonigea  mankind  oould  be  afflicted  with;  m^Vie  «M^^>^\^\  ^^a 
tiBMod  it  sraald  ahn^i  iba  my  good  fortfuie  to  itcor  donr  «(  xYit  if^\«  ^t«^ 
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I  always  poise«ed  niKch  letfrcomwand ;  y«t  I  could  not  forboar  teuffUiig  at  the  wortlqf 
gentleman^s  compariaoni,  and,  telling  bim  I  felt. thankful  tor  hit  good  wiabot  towardi  me»  and 
would  endcnvour  to  steer  my  ooune  in  lile  dear  of  the  dreadlul  rooks  ho  hod  pcrinted  out,  I 
^lade  my  bow,  and  proooeded  to  a  remote  quarter  of  the  deok ;  for  really  I  waa  afraid  that  in 
some  way  J  should  be  discovered,  if  I  staid  longer  with  sueh  shrewd  observeri  of  mankind  at 
were  these  Quakers. 

The  journey  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia, .  though  aa  affair  of  only  ten  hoars! 
duration,  is  remarkable  for  being  made  in  two  steam-vsaseU,  and  the  voyagers  having  to  trsval 
by  coach  a  distance  of  six  or  eight  miles  midway  from  oao  of  tbeao  vessels  to  the  other,  thai  ity 
from  the  North  River  to  the  Delaware,  by  which  the  traveller  reaehcs  the  last  city. 

There  are  two  ways  of  voyaging  between  these  plaoesi  one  is  by  Burdenton,  the  town 
wherein  Joseph  Bonaparte  long  resided,  and  freely  ezpiended  a  part  of  that  large  fortune  bis 
labour  never  earned ;  the  other  road  is  by  the  way  of  Tkaaton.  This  it  was  by  which  I  passed; 
and  at  the  time  in  question  there  resided  there  a  more  philanthropie  man  than  ever  was  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  or  than  were  the  wliole  of  the  Booapartes  dubbed  together.  This  man,  to  tho 
shame  of  both  the  new  and  the  old  world,  lived  there  in  all  tho  squalid  misery  of  poverty.  He  was 
housed,  it  is  true,  but  he  was  without  a  chair  or  a  table  In  his  house.  If  shsose  is  mora  than 
an  idle  name,  surely  the  managers  of  school  and  missioBary  societies,  who  waste  money  and 
create  jobs  in  pulling  down  and  erecting  buHdhigs  at  pleasure,  will  blush  when  this  great  man*li 
name  is  mentioned — it  is  Joseph  I^ancaster  I 

We  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  good  time  lor  dinner,  and  after  enjoyhig  an  excellent  one  at 
the  States*  Hotel,  I  sallied  forth  to  perambubte  the  town,  in  doing  which  I  could  not  foil 
admiring  the  great  regularity  with  which  that  enlightened  dthidi  of  the  world,  the  philanthrophle 
founder  of  this  great  city,  laid  out  its  public  streets.  The  dty  stands  between  the  Delawara 
and  the  Schuylkill  rivers,  which  are  about  three  miles  apart  from  each  other,  and  the  streets^ 
wliich  cross  from  one  to  the  other,  are  at  uniform  distances,  and  in  lines  exactly  paraHd  t 
while  they  are  named,  not  from  fulsome  flattery  after  men  or  their  battles,  but  by  the  names 
of  trees.  The  streets  which  intersect  the  foregoing,  and  constitute  the  remainder  of  the  town; 
are  also  all  of  them  parallel  to,  and  at  equal  distances  from,  each  other,  and  are  numbered 
Flrst-strcct,  Second-street,  and  so  on  tq  the  completion  of  the  number. 

William  Penn,  as  everybody  know%  was  a  Quaker,  and  no  one  disputes  his  having  been  a 
good  roan.  He  was  peaceable,  quite  unlike  the  Quakers  of  tho  present  day,  who  are,  too  many 
of  them,  a  brawling,  selfish,  hard-dealing  race,  with  whom  even  a  Jew  pedlar  can  have  no 
chance  of  making  an  advantageous  bargafai.  They  are  a  proud  hearted  set,  governed  by  tho 
weighty  friends,  thdr  aristocrats  of  wealth :  but,  happily,  are  all  agreed  upon  the  subjects  el 
negro  slavery,  opposition  to  tithes,  denunciation  of  war,  improvement  of  prison  discipline,  and 
the  promotion  of  education.  At  tho  period  I  am  speaking  ol^  the  public  tranquillity  wai 
dreadfully  disturbed  by  this  race,  who  had  split  into  foetions  among  themselves,  and  were  frt^ . 
quently  to  be  seen  fighting  with  each  other  in  the  pubHo  streets.  In  many  respects  they 
frimish  bad  examples  as  dtixens  and  uMn,  but  pmhaps  are  usefol,  to  show  that  no  other  rdigioa 
than  that  of  adoring  God,  and  acting  justly  towards  man,  is  called  for  hi  thb  world. 

The  most  remarkable  character  at  this  tisM  in  Phlladdphia  was  Mr  Gerard,  a  Frenchman, 
who  had  emigrated  in  his  youth,  and  without  a  friend  or  any  money,  commenced  his  career  aa 
a  sailor-boy ;  but,  by  the  force  of  industry,  prudence,  economy,  and  mereantUe  speculations,  ha 
at  this  period  had  risen  to  be  the  wealthlett  private  man  probably  in  the  whole  world.  He  wan 
an  eccentric  character,  of  whom  almost  innumerable  droll  anecdotes  are  related ;  but,  though 
he  knew  his  own  spedes  well,  he  woukl  place  no  uncalled-for  trust  in  the  honesty  of  thcr 
Gospel-mongers  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  The  great  proof  of  which  was  afforded  after 
his  death ;  for,  although  he  bequeathed  severd  miilions  of  pounds  in  steriing  money  to  the  dtf  ■ 
of  Philadelphia,  to  be  lakl  out  in  improvemenu  and  the  endowing  of  a  college,  this  unprecedented 
maniflcent  bequest  was  made  subject  to  an  express  condition,  namely,  that  no  clergyman  of. 
any  religious  persuasion  whatever  should  ever  be  hitrusted  with  the  management  of  a  single 
shilling  of  the  money ;  for  ha  was  of  that  poet's  opinion,  who  thought  **  that  priests  of  all  reli- 
gions are  the  same.** 

The  long  suspension  bridges,  covered  over  with  timber  fitym  one  extremity  to  the  other  for 
the  McamtwMtlmtltm  ofputngmt,  of  whioii  I  had  fumi  avtr  mm  at  Timion,  and  nowsair 


mifOIRS  OF  ANDREW  WIlfPBNlfT.  6h 

mtdSbrnt  whldi  tmwiet  tiM  Sehaylkni,  at  PhOadelpliIt,  Slled  ny  mind  with  no  gmall 
MtoairfHnnBtt  nnd  made  me  eootein|dnte,  with  fedingf  of  admiration,  the  enterpritiog  ipirit  of 
the  paaple  ef  this  wnU^ferned  repnMIc,  where  edaeation  ii  yood  for  the  middle  and  low  claiset. 
and  the  Knrantt  of  which,  alike  fai  the  bw,  the  navy,  the  army,  and  the  itate,  are  well  remu- 
nerated for  their  lerfleei  while  they  are  employed,  but  ailerwarda  not  heavily  pensioned  to. 
burden  the  ttate,  or  give  extra  patronage  to  those  pereooe  high  in  authority. 

To  oMidnde.— If  the  noxknit  Yoponn  of  one  spot  of  eormption  could  hide  the  tolar  light  of 
the  Tote  of  parliament  that  decreed  the  burning  of  Prieitly*s  woriis  by  a  oommoD 
wonid  have  -prevented  the  dissemination  of  this  enlightened  philosopher's  writings^ 
wideh  did  men  to  establish  the  domestic  freedom  of  America  than  even  the  valour  and  virtues 
of  her  laeomparahle  Washington ;  but,  thanks  to  such  philanthropic  citizens  of  the  world,  thoi 
proCesrfottof  ToUgion  is  an  open  one  fai  the  United  States,  and  therefbre  it  thrives  exceedingly ; 
tar  tho  dergy  must  Kve,  which  makes  them  concilfaUe  the  people.  Yet  they  join  with  each 
ocher  hem  in  teaikig  those  persons  who  go  to  no  place  of  worship ;  and  who,  rather  than  be. 
usffiiimlly  harassed  by  a  set  of  parsons  that  take  especial  care  of  themselves,  though  they  pre-. 
t«d  to  think  of  nothhig  else  than  the  soul's  welfiu«,  mostly,  alter  a  time  of  persecutioD,  to 
enjoy  ftitore  penee,  poy  for  a  seat  In  some  place  of  public  worship. 

Thas  preaehing  is  made  to  Bourish  here,  but  the  preachers  are  not  all  of  them  educated 
fcr  the  poipit  s  in  proof  of  which  I  adduce  the  circumstance  of  my  having  one  Sunday 
stteoded  service  at  four  phuses  of  worship,  at  one  of  wliich  the  sermon  was  preached  by  a. 
browB  woman,  at  another  by  the  Pjresident'S  chaplain,  at  a  third  by  a  seaman,  and  at  the  fourth. 
by  «  eohbler,  who  bore  the  hnposfaig  title  of  a  bishop ;  and,  inasmndi  as  he  received  no  wsges*.- 
■id  peswssed  no  chnroh  patronage,  indubitably  he  approximated  closer  to  the  chosen  disciples 
«f  oileo  dnya  than  all  the  stipended  bishops  of  modem  times.  But  under  the  blessed  t uo»: 
vhfioh  invifomtes  and  gives  life  to  all  in  this  world,  there  aro  only  two  grand  systems  of  reli*. 
is  that  of  good  sense  and  benevolence ;  the  other,  malioe  and  hypocrisy. 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

*  Ttmragliotit  tfaat  cUne  the  feadal  ehMk  bad  rained  ' 

IMmIi  way*  ilMrir  yoeUiful  ■Mmareh  barilf  wjgMd  ; 
Now  WM  the  huur  fur  faction'*  rebel  growUu 

"  It  WM  too  lata  to  cbe<;)L  the  wasting  brand. 
And  demlatloa  reaped  ibe  famUbe^  land ; 
Tbe  ttanh  was  lisbtad.  and  ibo  flama  waa  aptead. 
And  carnaf «  Moilrd  upoa  ber  daily  daad." 

Ansa  apnnding  sefond  months  in  I'hiladclphia,  I  bccaroe  desirous  of  seeing  more  of  the 

nerid,  nod  with  thb  object  in  view,  as  well  as  to  ensure  their  safety,  I  exchanged  most  of  my  • 

^    TslnahVes  fsr  steriing  money ;  when,  having  reserved  ibr  myself  what  I  thought  I  might  re-. 

qairs^  I  invested  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the  States*  Bank  hero,  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  and. 

fraeared  good  bills  of  exchange,  at  ninety  days,  upon  the  Barings  of  London,  for  two  thousand 

frar  hnndredpoands,  being  the  residue  of  what  I  had  to  spare ;  for  as  yet,  it  should  be  observed, 

I  had. received  no  money,  or  even  tidings,  from  my  agent  at  St  Thomas's.     This  business  done,' 

by  the  same  merchant's  advice  who  had  guided  me  in  it  1  enclosed  my  bllb  of  exchange  in  m, 

letter  to  a  eelebrated  London  banker,  whom  I  directed  to  invest  the  sum  of  two  thousand 

pemds  in  tho  British  Consols  as  soon  as  tiie  aforesaid  bills  were  paid,  and  to  open  an  account .. 

nkh  me  inlris  hooka  for  Uie  remaining  four  hundred  pounds.    My  ndnd  being  thus  relieved  of - 

SBxiety  respecting  my  treasure,  and  I  having  henrd  a  great  deal  of  oonversation  here  about; 

the  much  wlebrated  fhlls  of  Niagara,  came  to  the  determmation  of  visiting  them  with  a  party 

sf  gentlemen  on  the  eve  of  journeying  there ;  and  from  thence  I  purposed  proceeding  to 

Csaada.  there  to  take  my  passage  to  England. 

AceordioKly.  four  of  iu  set  off  togetlier  on  this  trip,  and  a  delightful  journey  we  made  of 
it  to  tha  Falli^  travelling  the  greater  part  of  the  way  in  steam-vessels,  for  which  the  rivers» . 
Iskca,  and  ennals,  so  abundant  here,  afford  every  facility.     Here  I  might  say  a  great  deal  con- 
cwning  these  stapendons  cataracts,  which  perhaps  form  the  greatest  wonders  o<  \Va  xv^VssA 
mrid;  M  OBJ  dcNi^KloB  I  could  give  is  uncalled  for,  u  they  haN«\)««u  dAict^n«^  KV>oA>KvttA 


/ 
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it  may  not  be  amiss,  howeTW,  to  observe,  that  the  roidu  upholdrng  the  ittteense  Imd 
of  water  are  foand  to  be  wearing  away,  insomudi,  indeed,  that  the  Great  Leap  is  thirty  yanie 
ftirtber  vp  the  ooontry  than  it  was  twenty  or  thirty  yeart  go ;  and,  as  the  roeki  flbnniiy  the 
bed  of  the  rlvw,  from  the  Bapids  upwards,  are  of  a  softer  natnn  than  at  the  Falisy  they 
aoDseqnentiy  are  the  lea  able  to  resist  the  aotfcm  of  the  evrrent. 

Speculative  people,  from  ttie  foregoing  canies,  may  set  Uiemsdvee  to  work  in  oalenlatiQg 
Hbe  tbne  when  the  bed  of  tho  river  wiH  be  washed  away  to  a  levei  with  tho  bottom  of  Lako 
Brie ;  fcr  then  its  waters*  together  with  those  of  tlm  npper  lalces,  will  oaeape  so  rapidly«  that 
Ontario  most  overtbw  its  boDks»  Lower  Canada  and  the  northern  parts  of  the  SOirtea  of 
America  be  completely  laU  waste  nnder  water,  and  the  Onlf  of  8t  Lawrenoe  twMd  tola 
aaother  clianaeL 

Tht  sight  is  a  most  oeantMU  one,  to  vtand  on  the  Canadian  ohortf  «t  the  eletalkm  of  a 
hundred  feot  or  more  fhna  the  bed  of  the  river*  and  see  the  vast  clouds  of  whtto  foam  asceadinf 
Ugh  in  the  air,  soaietlmes  tinged  with  variegated  ootours  caused  by  the  last  rays  of  the  aetti^ 
son,  long  after  it  has  ceased  to  illumine  the  dark  eipanse  beneafh.  There  are  ales^  at  fn^ 
gular  distance^  shelving  rocks,  which  appear  to  have  been  made  of  more  durablo  stnfi;  nnd 
which  run  completely  across  tho  tivor,  forming  numerous  embankmenti,  over  which  the  wateiv 
loU  and  tumble  with  terrile  fury.  These  Rapids  oeotinue  battling  with  the  canoat  to  the 
vary  brink  of  the  Great  Leap,  a  distance  of  awre  thaa  a  mile,  aad  arodivkled  by  Goat  Island, 
a  small  island  whom  foundations  may  truly  be  sahl  to  be  laid  bi  the  deep.  A  handsome  bfidg% 
about  ciM  hundred  and  ifty  yards  hi  length,  from  the  oentre  arch  of  which  yon  have  a  bean* 

tJfol  view  of  the  Rapidi,  both  up  aad  down  theriver,  connects  it  with  tho  viliage  of  Manehciler. 
Tliis  Wand,  by  dividing  tho  river,  makes  two  separate  foils,  bat  by  for  the  largest  portion  of 
the  water  goes  down  the  Canada  sMo ;  «nd  by  for  the  Inset  view  of  the  Falls  is  from  thto 
sids,  for  here  you  havo  both  the  Horso-shoe  and  the  AoMfiean  Pall  at  onoe  before  yon.  This 
iast-meniioned  Is  a  most  boaotifol  sheet  of  water  well  worthy  to  hold  the  tank  of  the  woond 
wonder  b  the  world  of  the  kind,  although  not  to  be  compared  in  grandeur  and  sublimity  with 
the  other.  It  is  about  two  hundred  yards  in  boeadth,  and  either  from  its  rocky  bed  being 
composed  of  harder  materials,  or  from  the  greater  weight  of  water  coming  down  the  British 
side,  and  wearing  away  that  bhanoel  more  rapUly,  it  is  about  twenty  feet  higher  than  the 
Horse-shoe.  It  does  not  foil  into  a  gulf  or  caldron  as  tlie  other  does,  but  amongst  hnge  rocks, 
where  it  dashes  itself  Into  an  ocean  of  foam,  and  then  rushes  with  tremeodous  velocity  to  join 
Its  former  companion.  The  body  of  waters  around  here  are  truly  awful ;  the  beholder  has 
reflected  before  him,  on  a  fine  day,  when  the  sun  shhies  frill  on  the  cascade,  a  succeuion  of 
the  most  beautiful  prismatic  eolonrs  that  can  be  hnagined;  it  fo  altogether  a  lively  scene, 
which,  once  seen,  can  ne\'er  be  forgotten. 

One  of  my  ooaqmnloas,  who  was  a  clergyman  of  middle  age  aad  aHist  staki  ■naaers,  wat 
tnfthigwithmelookhigatthemiyestic  Falls,  whenweBsetanlndfoaaad  his  fomily,  who,  tt 
appeared,  were  on  their  retom  hosDo  from  Quebec  where  they  had  beea  to  barter  away  their 
ihfs  with  the  English;  and  as  this  cYM,  Hmt  such  ho  proved  to  be,  ooold  speak  our  Isngm^^ 
wa  were  enabled  to  enter  into  conversaUon  with  hfan ;  when  one  of  the  first  questions  tha 
panon  pot  to  the  warrior  was,  to  be  failbrmed  whether  or  not  he  was  a  Christian  ? 

**  A  ChrisUan,*'  replied  he,  "  no ;  I  am  of  my  own  rel{ghm ;  why  shoald  you  wish  me  to 
ne  that  of  another  man  r 

TWs  reply,  short  as  it  was,  made  the  clergyman  reflect  witUn  hanself  for  a  brief  spaoe; 
and  thea  be  8aM,*«  You  have  your  own  God,  and  your  own  law,  Ipresaaie.^-.*<  Yes,"  rejofawd 
the  Indkn,  with  an  nnmovod  manner  and  firm  voice, pointfaig  to  the  heavens ;  ••my  God  la 
then  i"  and,  potting  his  hand  upon  Us  heart,  '*my  law  is  here." 

The  parson  'stared  with  amaxement,  but  I  taming  to  hfan  said,  '•ReUgion,  perhape,  is  a 
matter  of  opinion  more  than  of  the  nnderstandhig,  for  it  seems  pure  nnsophisticated  natara 
knows  more  than  all  the  doctors  of  divinity  in  the  worid.*' 

The  warrior  was  acoompanied  by  his  squaw ;  two  sons  vergfaig  towards  manhood ;  nnd  a 

daughter,  a  fine  giri  of  about  sixteen.  Fhmi  his  discourse,  it  appeared  that  he  had  left  behind 

bhn  his  other  daughter,  a  lass  of  seventeen,  to  pass  away  the  winter  at  Quebec  with  a  young 

British  ofQccr,  who,  entirely  with  her  approbation,  had  solicited  her  fother  to  leave  her  there 

wJtb  Jumuf/kH^thu  oarent  possessed  too  great  a  share  of  paternal  aflbetfon  to  refriso  *Ht 
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U  «  ta««it»dwii^itM^  aod  too  litfi « ipfaa  ^  thiU  hoMor  «B  vi^ 
AMokHi  mvmgn  pride  thmiMlTei,  to  reftiai  to  aft  wonnd  friiod  lo  ■Jmnto^wqatitt  whkb^ 

i^MKiMO  betoHTod  toluMKoC  anBitei  ML  hMifaME  Ihi  IndiiB  tUkfi^  iMMMMM  mk** 

II  — d  ha^Mrfo  ift  ehiir^atii^  JwpJyiag  thiAtlio  ynwg  wnmia't  •oftdnel  «m  rfiftiW. 

totiM  ipiritcr  ChriftiMiftys  ki*th»<iiiK  wh»  lMd«iaiip  Ihlwrf  to 


to 

idl«OTflMBW«fitoriMoCti»G«qptla»«B«M||riMtai  Hiiwfci».torritoii  toi 
to  dDtanik  at  Mt  Mac  abb  to  ooMdnai  a,MM»nva|»  bfikt 
dtotokyk  I  tovitid  toft  wiEte  to  aid|aw»  witk  «i  to  av 


A  North  AoMtoB  Indiiii,  thoogh  ha  fai^aC  Om  kamad  hwl>^  UtirBs  Ihii  '•tto*  tow 
nJIgiaahi  iha  warld,«wr aaf  MlirfinirMy  aagaatwhf  aaa  lalitfaa  ihawld  >•  Bwai  §mwiuu 
*  yatfeawMiv^ worthy  afth*  BaaftoCanaL  Ito^  tlmiiii  awnay  tooi 
080  of  it  r  th«^a«%  M  toorhndtotfoB  fiiitoA  hia  ooavaidMtoii^ 
i«»«ayiiltk«%iiiitoo«tan»iop^nb«toBqil«ipaiitkNi..  M  ayp —al  the  Ta  iww 
da  mm^  ^uAa^  to  the  aiOfci  tainmant.  far  atthoih  tha»  aaat  fcit  laiwamanly  Jaay,  yat  Itoqi 
Mi  Ml  TM^^fnrij  toftv^thmrvaaotiiBaidatottM  hy  GaManto  ariaik  Thay  mMmi 
taara  thria  ^aaatxsm  af  afOttriihrnanti 
Whoi  any  gnett  the  warrior  had  ntiilied  his  appetite,  we  held  aome  conMBnUaa  wifkhtol 
a^Mlav  the  ooaAiMMd  waiiure  eartiad  eo  by  the  Upitod  fltatoir  iiairiBBial,  aiafanA  one 
oraBOtterofthefodiaatoiboai  •«  Yea." laid the  hidian*. ''that. natiealhimtodtoriaftdawhiaki 
it Madi aat,  and aaief»  wbfla  we poiaeii  %  tnet  of  the  eatendv  oaynh^  of  oar  foi>ilhrhat% 
ita  people  brisf  «a  the  oalwnet  of  a  kiting  peace.  They  deeeiTe  no  by  toaaeheffona  pro- 
end  they  rob  no  by  meaaa  of.  aaor«rwfaelauag(breei  Wore  they  ehildMa  of  tefoMOl 
aa  attarob  wh»li?o  by  hunting,  their  nuinbera  wonid  never  hftno  hioreaaad  an  oi  to  leqoim 
aorkwiafronnsi  bni  they  am  ante,  who  awam  and  genorato  an  the  aame  dirty  beep,  anA 
yet  they  have  fifty  fold  aMio  land  than  thay  can  nebe  nte  oC  They  telh  oC  honomv  and  they 
viekto  every  prineiple  of  it  They  oame  hero  ea  interlopera^  at  vagraflta,  and  aa  erimiaals^ 
aod  aaw  they  actee  npoft  oor  panoni,  whkh  should  be  free  and  Baapeeled;.  aadinqirisoB  and 
pnt  na  to  death  for  erimaa  they  aay  we  eomnit,.  althoiigb  what  wo  do  la  no  erime  by  our  Iswi^ 
wfaBo  weknoar  aothingt  nw  desire  to  know  anything^  of  theirai.  They  talk  too  ol  a  ProvW 
dae^  and  their  miaiieoariea»  who  appear  to  oa  to  be  a  blind  sat  of  bJipBtSb  astonnd  onr  ears 
with  nahitelttgUdo  telea ;  but  they  have  not  the  good  manaers  to  Iktes  to  theee  we  eonldtoil 
like  ao  many  evil  gettinses>  they  stir  np  strife  and  hatred  wheiover  they  go.  fititir 
k  thet  Providcaoe  they  say,  if  our  great  Blooitor  b  hi  the  Heavens,  why  k  not  tho 
Mlwasar  of  peace  bioaght  to  na?  aod-why  are  we  not  kft  k  qniet  posiiaaiian  of  the  beak 
eoBBtnr,  wfaidi  k  now  all  that  remaks  to  us  ?^ 

The  panooeonld  make  no  reply  to  the  qnestions  of  tids  leader  of  »  tribe  of  paraaented 
todkaa;  hot  the  eqaanksity  of  thk  hero  hiaBaeli^  who  would  have  defied  death  to  the  cmelest 
shape  hoBMn  kgeonity  oenU  inflkt  it,  waa  not  to  be  shaken  l^any  sobyeet  of  dkeonrao» 
and  taning  to  mOt  he  good  buaaoursdly^  asked,  hon  it  wee  tbet  a  yovth  like  me^  to  tos 
UoooB  of  heelth  and  the  dawn  of  menhood,  oonld  seoonoik  hinseilf  to  votantsrily 
^offMriaatolilb  of  a.  pckaner,  rimt  np  te  a  pestilnnHnl  anA  n  saaahyaifty* 

eao  centred  to  money,  and  they  oenaaqisenAy  insapabfaof  sgenoroos  thonght» 
Mfieyoa  qa^dled  before  thoee  e£  the  free*aeukd  faidian,  whie  I  wpBed  to  hia heart.seoreh# 
Bat  I  now  woo  tiie  mestor  of  wealth,  which  saraaa  as  ■kedetono  to  anAavo  the 
draar  amn  to  the  mate  refined  and  dvaised  eeenee  of  mahipikd  erimoi  My  anewar 
mm,  that  nqpant  aAka  deasaa^ad  my  pressnce  aaaang  the  busy  hanato  of  man,  bat  that  my 
hMt  jwimA  for  that  a^iayMent  of  liberty  of  friikh  fak  asaro  happy  atom  hsA  4tottoMl^n^XA 
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|iiftak«,  nd  that  yet  ft  nigbl  lo  happen  I  ■honld  thtpe  my  eoiuie  to  dtooTM*  imm  tdrntHf 
tribe  of  bii  country  aw,  to  Hre  htppfly  tmoag  them. 

The  pipe  of  fraternal  peace  was  now  tmoked  hy  «» and  the  bdfam,  with  hb  flkmily,  after* 
wwAi  prooeeded  on  their  Joomey  fhrther  faito  tiie  faiterlor  of  the  benntHtally  romantie  country, 
to  tmfd  ofer  laife  ereeha»  ttrampe,  mod  mgged*  UHs,  wet  with  mhu  and  the  dew  of  heoTen. 
Hit  example,  howtKer,  had  hnpreaaed  thb  grand  troth  upon  me,  that,  except  heahh,  ttrength, 
and  an'  4aay  oenietinea,  aO  the  comiwla  and  pleaiorei  of  Hfe  are  dependent  on  opioioo. 

The  day  Momiag  that  of  oor  fartenriew  with  the  b^an  warrior,  our  party  broke  np;  two 
iaidifldnaleofittoretani'to  PhihMMphia,  and  the  clergyman  and  myielf  to  proceed  to  Quebec 
'  It  was  a  ine  morning  when  we  started  on  this  new  journey.  AH  nature  seemed  refreshed, 
and  the  dew  fell  drop  by  drop  from  the  trees  of  the  forest.  The  wild  turlieys  were  calling  to 
onehf  other  from  the  lofty  branches  of  the  oak ;  the  cardfaiol  was  expanding  Ms  golden  plomage 
to  the  aun,  the  woodpecker  #as  sticking  his  beak  at  the  worms  in  the  bait  of  the  trees,  and 
the' moekhif  songster  wMh  fahit  carol  was  hailing  the  return  of  day.  We  prosecuted  our 
journey  through  Ibrasts  of  oak  and  hiccory,  ftom  wfaoee  stately  trees  bong  a  long  and  ddning 
moss :  the  wood  rang  with  the  loud  and  melodies  note  of  the  red  bird,  and  everywhero  the 
woodpecker  #a8  heard,  though  he  could  not  be  seen. 

About  noon  wo  reached  an  Indian  TiDage,  where  we  feund  the  chief  warrior  on  his  death* 
bed  The  hoaij  chief;  wdghed  down  with  years,  lay  faidalging  the  retrospect  of  the  enemiet 
Itet  had  Ikllen  brto  Ms  hands,  and  trhimphing  over  the  recolleetion  of  the  gioans  produced  by 
the  iniictien  of  slow  torture.  The  only  hea?en  he  looked  to  was  an  hnaginary  country  beyond 
the  trees,  where  Ibod  would  awaft  Mm  without  the  tods  of  the  chase.  The  grounds  of  Ms 
iMpes  of  Toward  were  the  trophies  of  Ms  cmdties ;  and  he  pointed  to  the  scalps  tfiat  hung 
around  his  wigwam,  charging  the  youthful  warriors  preient  to  emulate  Ms  deeds,  and  rerenge 
Inm  of  hn  enendeta- 

Haring  refireshod  ourselvet  at  his  Tillage,  wo  quitted  the  dying  warrior  to  resume  our 
journey,  and  when  we  came  to  a  hah  on  the  eveoing,  the  scene  was  Interesting  to  an  extranew 
The  bat  was  then  whoeBng  hb  flight  through  the  air,  and  the  wfaip-poor^will  was  welcomfaig 
the  approach  of  darkness ;  whUe  the  sun,  which  had  disappeared  among  the  forests  of  the 
weat,  had  not  been  obscured  by  a  single  cloud ;  but  a  cooKng  air  shook  the  foliage  of  the  trees, 
and  the  shrill  Mssing  pf  the  locust  echoed  from  the  oak.  I  saw  the  trees  beantifhlly  marked 
upon  the  sky  behind  them,  e?ery  leaf  and  branch  lookhig  like  filigree  work,  while  a  breeze  was 
brushing  over  the  grass,  and  carrymg  with  it  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers. 

My  companion,  though  a  little  prejudiced  by  his  clerical  education,  was  a  man  of  good 
nnderttandtag  and  generous  sentiments,  and,  while  we  journeyed  together,  he  edifled  me  by 
txoeOent  remarks  on  the  Indians  and  theh*  country.  Particularly  well  do  I  call  (o  mind  some 
of  his  obsenrations,  when  on  the  mom  foUowfaig  our  interriew  with  the  dying  chief,  we  sat 
under  a  cypress,  the  tallest  of  the  American  trees,  on  tbe  top  of  which  the  crane  finds  a  resting- 
place,  and  the  eagle  builds  her  nest  *«The  original  savage,*'  said  he,  'Mike  the  Bedouin 
Arab,  regards  with  disdain  and  proud  independence  all  other  classes  of  manic  fnd,  but  espe- 
eially  those  of  their  own  nation  who  have  degrade'd  themselvos  by  taking  up  their  abodes  witMn 
walls :  he  moves  on  dowly  and  rehictantly,  while  under  no  particular  impulse.  He  considers 
ease  as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  life,  and  is  not  readily  roused  from  it  but  by  the  force 
of  some  potent  passion ;  yet  when  moved  by  hunger  to  pursue  his  game,  by  revenge  or  hatred 
to  destroy  his  adversary,  or  bynatlonalbonour  to  engage  an  enemy,  nothing  in  human  nature 
can  exceed  the  ardour  of  his  exertions.  When  fhio  from  these  passions,  he  conceives  it  useless 
and  ridiculous  to  Udwur  more  than  is  necessary  to  satisfy  the  few  wants  that  he  has ;  such  as 
to  procure  fish  and  game  for  his  food ;  a  bark-covered  wigwam,  which  he  prefers  to  a  large 
house,  saying  the  last  must  be  very  troublesome ;  and  furs  to  exchange  for  spirits,  with  wMch 
to  intoxicate  himself.  The  little  land  appropriated  for  com  and  tobacco  is  cultivated  by  the 
women,  for  the  savage  thuiks  it  beneath  Mm  to  cultivate  his  rich  lands,  or  to  exert  any  mental 
talents  to  become  opulent.  The  same  may  be  sakl  respecthig  their  conversion  to  Christianity, 
fbr  which  so  much  money  has  been  cigoled  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  credulous  by  knaves,  and 
by  fools  who  have  believed  these  knaves.  It  is  trae  a  few  savages  allow  themielves  to  l>o 
baptised,  and  have  received  a  Christian  name,  but  it  has  been  done  in  the  same  way ;  and 
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witli  similAT  ideai,  as  they  would  (from  savnge  politeness)  receive  the  honour  of  knighthoetft 
or  tny  other  title  fr<An  their  red  brethren,  as  they  coll  Europeans.  Reckless  of  ooiiseqiienoes» 
the  Indian  is  always  governed  by  the  impulse  of  the  moment.  He  keeps  up  many  of  his 
iDcient  customs,  one  of  which  is  that  of  painting  black  those  prisoners  he  intends  to  destroy^ 
and  miking  red  spots  on  the  black  with  such  as  he  purposes  adopting.  Another  is  that  of 
whoopinfr  to  anuounce  his  arrival  with  prisoners,  and  when  the  Indians  encamp,  they  lie  around 
a  large  iiro»  wrapped  up  in  blankets,  with  their  faces  towards  it.  Many  possess  the  talent  for 
doqaenee,  and  that  of  native  poetry  is  found  in  perfection  among  them.  £f  ery  idea,  every 
ebneeptioo,  is  clothed  in  image  and  metaphor.  *  The  bones  of  our  deceased  countrymen  lie 
Qiibiiiied.*  says  an  American  orator,  Mhey  call  out  to  us  to  revenge  tHeir  wrongs;  and  we 
must  satisfy  their  request  Their  spirits  cry  out  against  us,  and  they  must  be  appeased.  The 
genii,  who  are  the  guardians  of  our  honour,  inspire  us  with  a  resolution  to  seek  the  enemies  of 
oar  murdered  brethren.  Let  us  go  and  devour  those  by  whom  they  were  slain.  Let  os  con- 
mAe  the  spirits  of  the  dead,  and  tell  them  they  shall  be  revenged.*  The  North  American, 
however,  Is  inferior  to  what  he  formerly  was,  for  much  of  his  undaunted  boldness  has  degene* 
taied  into  submissiveness,  and  he  has  acquired  no  good  quality  in  exchange ;  indeed,  it  is  a 
Bidaiichoiy  truth,  that  where  the  Indian  tribes  admit  free  intercourse  with,  and  settlement  of 
the  Europeans  among  them,  they  shrink  and  melt  away  to  nothing ;  but  those  tribes  wlio  have 
prudently  retreated,  as  the  Americanized  Indians  have  advanced,  retain  the  primitire 
of  savage  warriors.*' 

Thus  it  was  that  my  companion  reasoned,  and  on  viewing  the  immense  tracts  of  unculti- 
vated oomitry  lying  contiguous  to  our  road,  his  kindly  feelings  would  often  break  out  in  obser- 
valioos  npon  the  injustice  with  which  the  aboriginal  tribes  of  people  of  this  country  had  been 
treated ;  while  these  remarks  not  unfrequcntly  led  him  into  dissertations  on  the  fallacy  of 
those  pc^itical  reasoners  in  Europe,  who  blindly  assert  that  the  human  species  have  a  tendency 
to  increase  beyond  the  means  given  by  a  boundless  Providence  for  its  support.  '*  What  dolts, 
whet  idiots  we  must  all  be,'*  he  would  say,  *'  to  listen  to  Malthus  and  such  insane  writers  as 
fat  !••  What  a  monstrous  absurdity  it  is  to  think  there  is  a  principle  in  the  economy  of 
NalaT%  by  which  population  increases  beyond  the  means  of  support.  It  is  impugning  the 
designs  of  the  Creator,  to  call  in  question  his  vigilant  and  ever-sustaining  provi- 
To  say  that  God  creates  millions  of  thinking  beings,  only  to  put  them  to  death  by 
•tvratioii,  is  to  impeach  the  grand  God  of  the  universe. 

"  And  who  is  it,**  he  would  add,  musingly,  '*  that  gives  vent  to  these  abominations  ?  Is  it 
eighteen  millions  of  people  happen  to  be  spread  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that 
things  are  uttered?  Infamous  fallacy !  Why  the  lands  of  the  worid  have  never  yet 
half  peopled.  Immense  tracts  of  lands,  islands,  and  even  continents,  at  this  time  are 
lying  in  near  their  primeval  state,  with  the  soil  untouched  since  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
The  waste  lands  could  hold  the  existing  population  of  the  earth,  and  yet  not  be  filled.  Canada 
Haetfls  capable  of  receiving  and  maintaining  tho  whole  of  the  people  of  Europe;  while  tho 
•%htijun  millions  of  the  human  species  belonging  to  the  little  islands  which  have  raised  such 
■•edleis  alarm,  might  be  transported  to  the  banks  of  one  of  the  mighty  rivers  in  the  United 
fitatee,  and  it  would  hardly  be  known  they  had  taken  up  their  residence  in  the  country. 

**  An  American  writer  has  said  to  us,  *  Send  over  your  entire  population,  the  whole  of  the 
ptaple  of  Europe,  for  we  have  plenty  of  room  for  you  all,  and  for  one  hundred  millions  more.' 
And,  ■KMree\'er,  has  not  Audobon,  the  ingenious  naturalist,  assured  us  that  in  the  back  woods 
of  America  he  has  seen  a  flight  of  pigeons  so  extremely  numerous,  that  by  calculating  their 
Bvasbcfa  from  the  space  they  filled,  he  computes,  that  at  half  a  pint  a  day  each,  their  food  must 
be  Might  Bdilions  soten  hundred  and  twenty  bushels  per  diem,  which,  whether  by  weight  or 
ira^  weald  be  sufficient  to  support  the  eighteen  millions  of  people  of  Great  Britain  for  at 
a  week. 
"  BedUim  is  well  stocked  with  lunnUcs,**  the  parson  would  add,  •*  but  still  room  should  be 
there  for  Malthus*  partisans.  Even  without  their  emigrating,  without  sending  a  single 
If1*iliiiiii  irem  his  native  land,  they  might  be  provided  for,  and  provided  for  abundantly. 
Neatly  a  Afth  part  of  the  lands  of  Great  Britam  are  uncultivated,  and  the  produce  of  more 
than  thveoiiillions  of  acres  is  consumed  by  the  keep  of  hortet.  WVx^  itfA^\3Ey«Qk^  gq^^n^u^  ^^da 
waatotod^ end «0pJby/eir«r horses?    For erery twenly tbnQWMifA^\)2u^^^c^^ 
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tax  oxen  might  be  kept.  Before  the  firebrand  of  rebellioa  Uazed  abroad,  and  tbe  savage- 
painted  Indians,  with  their  tomahawks,  took  the  field,  prepared  for  the  work  of  butchery,  the 
Bight  was  a  most  pleasing  one,  in  passing  through  Canada,  to  behold  the  industrious  British 
settlers,  who  mostly  are  neighbourly  and  kind  to  each  other.  They  lived  blessed  with  aa 
abundance  of  food,  and  were  cheerful  and  happy ;  but,  in  the  genial  seasons  of  the  year,  have 
to  toil  hard,  that  they  may  lay  up  their  winter's  supply.  This  condition  of  life,  with  the  in- 
dustrious and  the  healthy,  is  perhaps  an  enviable  one ;  but  to  the  idle  and  the  infirm,  it  must 
be  quite  the  con(rary.  The  British  government,  shortly  before  I  was  here,  seemed  to  have 
lost  sight  of  profit — the  legitimate  object  of  colonization — for  it  had  expended  vast  sums  in 
fortiiying  the  unproductive  colony,  and  had  acted  an  impolitic,  and  many  thought  it  a  cruel 
part,  in  giving. veteran  soldiers  and  sailors  a  small  sum  of  money  each  as  a  commutation  for 
tbe  pensions  their  services  had  earned  for  the  poor  fellows,  and  sending  them  out  ostensibly 
to  become  settlers  in  this  country.  In  a  few  months  most  of  these  men  had  wasted  and  made 
^way  with  all  their  money,  when  many  of  them  contrived  to  get  back  to  their  native  land,  to 
laogh  at  the  government  they  had  jodkeyed,  and  become  paupers  on  their  previously  over« 
burdened  parishes." 

Withoet  any  memorable  occurrence  on  the  way,  my  oompanion  and  I  arrived  safe  and  well 
at  Qnebec,  highly  delighted  and  instructed  by  what  we  had  seen. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

'*  Is  lore  umj'4 
In  threats  like  these,  snd  thus  couvey'd  ? 
Go  bind  the  winds,  sr  bid  then  veer. 
The  ocean  asMMMh,  the  earth  nnsphere ; 
But  seek  not  love  with  force  or  fear  !  '* 

*'  Money  has  a  power  abore 
The  stars  and  fate  to  manage  Ioto; 
Whose  arrows,  learned  poets  hold. 
That  never  miss,  are  tipped  with  goid,** 

**  Be  tamed  to  pass  away, 
Bat  the  stem  stranger  motioned  him  to  stay* 
A  word !— I  charge  thee  SiOy." 

<"Tii  he  t  how  came  he  thence  t— what  doth  he  heret" 

Mt  travelling  companion  and  I  were  so  well  pleased  with  each  other,  that,  by  an  agraeoMHil 
entered  into  on  the  journey,  we  now  put  up  at  the  same  hotel,  and  both  of  us  having  remn 
provided  with  letters  of  introduction  to  highly  respectable  persons,  we  speedily  became  known 
to  most  of  the  leading  characters  in  Quebec  However,  as  my  business  is  to  coqfine  myself 
entirely  to  the  relatioD  of  matters  requisite  to  my  memoirs,  and  many  were  the  disoontented 
i«puMican.principled  people  at  this  time  resident  here,  I  shall  avoid  entering  into  any  detail  eC 
the  society  I  met  with,  ftirther  than  to  observe,  that  among  the  individuals  with  whom  it  wae 
our  good  fortune  to  get  acquainted,  was  a  lady  vel-ging  towards  her  fdrtiith  year.  She  wet 
the  widow  of  a  celebrated  dealer  in  fiars,  who,  on  one  of  his  excursioos,  in  the  way  of  buaineata 
to  the  territory  of  an  Indian  tribe,  foolishly  hud  been  induced  to  take  tbe  field  with  these  un- 
civHiaed  firiendi  of  his,  on  a  predatory  service  against  another  tribe  at  war  with  them,  and  it 
was  Ms  misfortune  in  the  campaign  to  get  tomahawked  and  killed  $  when  his  heart  had  beea 
cooked  and  eateo  by  the  cannibals,  his  conquerors. 

This  grievens  calanrity  extremely  affected  the  poor  suffbrer^s  rdiet ;  insomuch,  indeed,  that 
she  loet  tier  reaaon  in  consequence  of  it.  Time,  however,  that  bahny  comforter,  which  ctm 
assuage  even  a  widows  woe,  made  all  things  right  with  her  again ;  and  as  she  was  wealthy,  foe 
the  for  dealer,  her  husband,  was  reported  to  have  died  worth  twenty  thousand  pounds,  whidt 
in  reality  he  did,  the  gentle  dame,  ia  due  eourae  of  time,  proeured  many  admirers. 

The  aomdest  reasoning  is  that  which  ia  demonstrable  by  foots;  therefore,  the  better  tQ 
prove  the  truth  of  the  Jesait*s  assertion  made  hi  theae  memoirs,  thai  **  eduoation  is  everything 
ad  er&ne  eaoBOt  be  greaAer  then  the  eonseienee  makea  it,**  I  tUnk  it  inctunbeot  to  mention 
thm  jiertijr  after  ttie  wtdawli  hafqiy  lesleietlon  se  raeaan*  the  Indian  efaief»  sHma  it  waa  killed 

timd.  v|^  eA  Wt  hmait  ^M.m  ikUL  la  Qnaketf 
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M  bifaVqiwttioaBdl  vjpon  wlMt  ihej  «n«d  hk  inhuMui  ooadhiot,  ui  kaviBf  teitBd  oa 
th»  —  ohuiiri  iMKit,  this  NMfnied  tavaip*,  to  fiv  finon  espreutag  oontriti^Q  on  tke  oocaakWy 
BMrfta— fit  of  what  ht  InuI  done,  by  teiling  hit  qnettitiiert,  thai  they  would  have  giveo  the 
UMB't  iMsrt  aafeod  inr  the  warnsp  bat  that  h«  had  bestowed  a  more  honouraUe  •epalehreon  It. 
Moreover,  thia  great  ofaief;  who  most  appnq>riately  had  been  christened  ^  the  Wel^**  and 
wfcf  aaiaa  eho«ld  be  paued  down  to  posterity  with  those  of  other  famed  heroes,  proved 
^ammii  aa  Hye  oooesion  to  be  as  philanthropie  as  he  was  heroie :  inssdittch  as»  when  her 
fiteds  oattnimlcaUd  to  hha  the  drcamstanoe  of  his  having  made  a  disoonsolate  widow,  by 
tSBakawkiag  the  Av  merchant,  he  spoataneovsly  offsred  the  liiUest  reparation,  by  taking  tha 
lidy  ta  hJOMelf  in  plaoe  of  a  squaw  of  his  who  had  bean  captnred  and  allotted  to  one  of  his 
party  by  the  Fox,  an  Indian  warrior  of  a  tribe  then  aft  war  with  tha  tribe  of  "the  Wolf.'' 

■The  Irir  aMaWt  it  leeau^  prsiienned  a  state  of  oelibacy  to  a  anion  with  this  brave  and 
^UiiuCsnBted  man,  kr  ha  was  pcmitted  to  return  home  to  his  native  wilds,  unaooompanied  bj 
hsr« 

In  re6ned  life  we  cannot  boast  of  finding  many  such  magnanimous  ehanoters  as  **tha 
WaH."  He,  to  make  rsparatiosi  to  a  woman,  a  stranger  to  him,  for  having^Ued  her  husband 
in  Mr  €ombat>  freely  proffered  to  take  the  widow  to  his  bosom,  to  share  his  aU  with  her,  and 
meka  her  his  partner  through  the  vale  of  life.  He,  however,  who  would  accuse  "  the  Wolf" 
of  making  this  efibr  because  the  wMow  possessed  wealth,  woukl  wrong  him  extremely,  for  thig 
disinterested  hers  never  had  heard  o^  or  thought  of  inquiring  into^  to  him,  so  trivial  a  cir« 


WeU  weiiid  it  be  for  oertam  quacks,  who  hasten  thousands  of  their  fellow  creatures  on  the 
great  joofaey  of  fiituiity,  to  cogitate  over  the  conduct  of  this  generous  Indian ;  and  to  think 
whether  the  gresX  David  or  the  wise  Solomon  ever  had  such  abundantly  stocked  harems  aa 
they  themeelfas  wonld  have>  where  they  to  take  to  their  bosoms  ail  the  fair  widows  of  their 


A  tkk  widens  like  ripe  fruit,  is  ndly  beset  by  wasps.  Madam  CUnchma,  at  the  time  of 
my  inml  at  Quebec,  had  already  watted  away  several  valuable  years  of  her  lile  in  a  state  of 
widowhood ;  but  imr  professed  admirers  were  at  this  time  numerous,  and  she  had  refused  many 
olfcrsefaMTffiage.  Report  now  gave  out  that  she  was  on  the  eve  of  being  united  to  a  Captain 
Hanfcads^  a  Boetooian,  who  had  realiaed  a  considerable  fortune  by  traffic,  and  deal^  largely 
with  the  Indians  in  furs. 

Ma'iapoit,  lika  oharaoter,  goes  a  great  way  with  the  world}  yet  they  may  both  have  been 
CBfSBdered  by  deoeit ;  and,  after  all,  what  more  is  character  than  the  colouring  of  a  picture 
liftaleiVBlad  parties?  and  what  is  report  but  tlie offspring  of  a  well-intentioned  or  a  wicked 
im^fhrniioa?  The  philosopher  values  these  fleeting  decelverB  at  a  low  rate^  and  wisely  judges 
of«M  amdaf  eiants  for  himself;  but  the  great  body,  called  the  worki,  too  often  take  tlmae 
frbe  eoimters  for  real  coin,  and  consequently  join  in  blasting  the  characters  of  the  worthy  to 
tha  Meldieusly  baia;  wliile,  by  beheviag  in  report,  they  not  uofrequeotly  make  it  the 
efitiility. '  The  report  now  alluded  to  doubtless  had  been  set  afloat  by  Captain  Hard- 
■dan  §mi  Iris  partisana,  and  it  had  spread  so  generally,  that  the  fidr  widow  was  often  jeered  oa 
the  ittljeci  off  lier  oppraaeliing  marriage— for  that  married  she  must  be  to  the  captain,  was 
•varyhody's  opinioa.  He  was  a  rough  sailor,  and,  as  a  Bostonian,  one  of  the  race  of 
■rd  daaHng  people^  that  no  Israelite  to  his  time  had  been  able  to  pick  up  a  livelihood  in 
tha  lawn  af  Bostaa.  Bom  this  gentleman  had  got  his  sMney  no  person  in  Quebeo  save  him-> 
self  eould  tdl,  for  he  had  spent  his^best  days  away  in  remote  regkms,  but  how  or  where  formed 
a  tafo  whiah  ha  never  told.  For  my  own  part,  frem  all  which  I  lieard,  and  what  I  saw  of  the 
msm»  I  eaald  aaam  to  no  other  conclusion  thaa  that  he  had  been  a  buccaneer ;  while  so  dli- 
a  foiiosr  was  li%  timi  in  my  heart  this  was  the  only  meritorious  thiqg  I  could  find  in 


CSapCain  Hardsides  was  an  indefatigable  gallant  He  allowed  the  widow  no  rest ;  but 
wbetlwr  it  was  agreeable  to  her  or  otlierwise,  he  would  be  a  visiter  at  iier  house.  Apparently 
he  WMaTIhe  Quaker  HOkier's  way  efthinkii^,  when  he  says. 


*'R0th«lwo««aaBaid,vRi0t«6ldoBiooMe  Inherdght, 
Bet  be  that  woos  a  widow,  auMt  woe  b«r  4«y  and  nifhl' 

And  laakaaoquestkMi,  bat  that  aveDtoaily  Ut  penamaaoa  ^ii««^Y«i!i«VffiOi^^'^E^^ 

iMd  ft  MC  iMw  ftir  tiM  fottowSnt 
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Madam  Chlncbflla,  for  reasons  best  known  to  herielC  grew  oool  in  her  behAviour  towards 
the  captaiUt  almost  from  the  day  when  I  had  the  honour  of  beooming  known  to  her ;  whiles 
for  mj  part,  »novioe  as  I  was  in  the  affiUrs  of  gallantry,  yet  I  saw  too  pUUnly  the  many 
advantages  to  be  attained  by  seooring  the  affections  of  a  widow  lady,  with  twenty  ^ftttiand 
pomids  at  her  disposal  not  to  exert  my  best  effiirts  for  so  laudable  a  purpose. 

The  captain,  who  witnessed  my  attentions  to  the  widow,  and  saw  that  they  were  most 
fovourably  received,  while  that  he  and  his  attentions  were  ill-requited  by  her  on  my  account^ 
grew  furiously  angry ;  when,  in  the  first  instance,  instead  of  striving  to  gain  her  over 
by  additional  kindnesses,  and  devising  means  to  lower  me  in  her  estimation,  he  was  insan* 
enough  to  remonstrate  with,  and  reproach  the  lady,  for  her  nnkindness  to  him ;  and  also  tax 
her  with  showing  partiality  towards  a  mere  boy,  as  he  thought  fit  to  term  me. 

Madam  C^chiUa,  by  judicious  management,  possibly  might  have  been  soothed  into  the 
views  of  the  sturdy  sailor,  but  she  was  not  a  lady  to  be  intimidated  by  his  threats.  She  retorted 
rather  severely  upon  the  veteran  gallant,  on  which  he  grew  still  more  furious,  and  the  result 
was  that  she  forbade  him  her  house. 

Oitcn  have  I  reflected  with  astonishment  on  this  part  of  my  history :  as  who,  with  one 
grain  of  sense,  could  suppose  that  a  rough  old  sailor,  past  the  meridian  of  life,  would  attempt 
by  means  of  blustering  to  turn  a  widow  woman's  heart  about  like  a  weathercock,  and  compel 
her  to  give  up  a  young  lover,  who  was  pleasing  to  her,  to  bestow  her  person,  her  wealth,  and 
affections  upon  himself.  The  Bostouian,  whose  heart  was  set  upon  her  wealth,  felt  highly 
indignant  and  mortified  at  being  discarded  in  an  abrupt  manner  by  the  widow ;  but  he,  being 
a  revengeful  man,  yet  knowing  no  good  was  likely  to  result  to  him  from  further  altercatfon 
with  her,  determined  to  bring  me  to  book  for  the  conquest  I  had  made,  as  he  thought,  at  ma 
expense. 

Accordingly,  he  sent  me  a  message  by  a  ftiend  of  his,  a  naval  officer  of  the  United  States, 
calling  upon  me  to  resign  all  pretensions  to  Madam  Chinchilla,  or  otherwise  to  meet  hnn,  at 
an  appointed  spot  on  the  ramparts,  at  the  dawn  of  the  following  day,  to  render  the  satisfaction 
due  to  an  injured  gentleman.  The  bearer  of  the  challenge  was  a  blustering,  fellow,  much  like 
the  challenger  himself,  and  he  thought  to  intimidate  me  by  his  arrogant  manner,  but  I  treated 
him  with  merited  contempt ;  and  being  very  sensible  that  there  was  no  alternative  fan  a  case  of 
this  nature,  I  abruptly  dismissed  the  naval  gentleman,  saying  I  should  be  punctual  to  the  time- 
and  place. 

He  who  has  served  among  buccaneers  never  thinks  of  flinching  from  fighting  a  duel,  at 
least  where  there  is  no  shorter  way  of  getting  rid  of  a  foe,  and  none  such  did  I  desire ;  there* 
fore  I  provided  myself  with  a  second  from  amongst  my  coffeehouse  friends,  and  armed  with 
an  excellent  brace  of  hair-trigger  pistols,  at  the  appomted  time  we  proceeded  together  to  the 
ramparts.  Captain  Hardsides  was  a  man  of  busineu  in  this  way,  therefore  no  superfloooa 
words  passed  between  us ;  but  I  won  the  toss,  and  so  took  the  first  fire. 

I  was  too  good  a  shot  to  waste  ammunition  fired  at  a  man  only  twelve  paces  distant  from 
me,  consequently  I  saved  the  captain  the  necessity  of  drawing  a  trigger  on  this  occasion.  He 
fell,  the  seconds  thought,  mortally  wounded ;  when  I,  with  an  appetite  sharpened  by  the 
morning  air,  proceeded  to  a  coffee-house  outside  the  city  to  get  my  breakfast. 

The  news  of  this  affair  spread  like  wildfire,  and,  of  course,  one  of  the  first  persons  to  hear 
of  it  was  the  fair  widow.  I  am  told  she  was  absolutely  distracted  on  the  occasion,  not  that 
she  cared  a  straw  about  the  captain,  but  from  the  apprehension  of  .the  consequences  whicb 
might  arise  to  me  from  having  killed  him. 

By  the  advice  of  my  confid^tial  friends,  I  staUl  away  in  the  country  for  several  days  after 
the  duel ;  but,  during  this  time,  I  was  honoured  with  many  kind  messages  from  Madam  Chm- 
chUla ;  when  now,  the  captain,  so  far  from  dying  of  his  wound,  was  announced  to  have  survived 
the  dangerous  crisis ;  and  the  person  who  brought  me  this  grateful  news  was  .the  amiable 
widow  herself. 

To  a  young  fellow  like  myself^  it  seemed  rather  a  preposterous  thbg  to  get  tied  in  wedlock 

to  a  lady  much  my  elder ;  but  twenty  thousand  pounds  outweighed  all  other  considerationst 

and  I  now  hinted  to  the  fair  widow  that,  after  the  duel  I  had  fought  on  her  account,  I  thought 

marriage  was  the  only  way  of  saving  her  character  finom  the  shsfls  of  scandal ;  when  her 

ualimeatM  ooiaddiog  with  what  I  sakl,  onr  unioii  was  agreed  upo«. 

WftAA*-  If  Mlhinf  like  biingtngmiM«itto%  tloinwhiUher  iadhmtioa 
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Is  wwib  I  w»s  not  in  the  smallest  degree  afrmid  of  any  change  taking  place  in  the  widow*s 
MBiinents,  yet,  as  I  thought  some  offidous  persons  might  step  forward  to  talk  to  her  of  making 
a  settlement  of  her  property  upon  herself,  or  else  of  a  dower,  or  some  other  such  mercenary 
arrangement,  to  deprive  me  of  all  control  over  her  wealth,  and  which  might  have  put  a  termina- 
tion to  our  projected  marriage,  I  told  the  fair,  that,  to  prevent  all  chance  of  our  iiappiness 
being  frustrated,  I  must  insist  on  making  it  a  condition  that  we  returned  not  to  Quebec  until 
after  the  Hymeneal  knot  hod  been  tied.  She  agreed  to  my  proposition  ;  when,  at  my  sugges- 
tion, the  better  to  accomplish  our  purpose,  we  journeyed  to  an  hotel  on  the  high  road,  some 
lew  mOes  from  the  dty ;  meanwhile,  my  friendly  travelling  companion,  the  clergyman,  to 
wbom  1  had  sent  an  express  on  the  occasion,  procured  a  licence  of  marriage,  and,  on  the 
following  morning,  accompanied  by  the  gentleman  who  had  officiated  as  my  second  in  the 
dnel,  and  another  cofTce-house  acquaintance,  whom  he  brought  to  be  witnesses  to  the 
ceremony,  the  worthy  parson  celebrated  our  marriage  in  a  neighbouring  chapel. 

My  duel  with  the  Bostonian  captain,  and  my  marriage  with  Madam  Chinchilla,  served  as  a 
Aioe  days'  wonder  to  the  people  of  Quebec ;  but  I  had  now  provided  an  excellent  house  over 
ny  head,  and  got  a  large  addition^il  fortune  placed  out  at  interest,  therefore  I  cared  as  little 
regarding  the  people's  opinion  as  a  sailor,  when  he  has  retired  to  bed  on  shore,  cares  which 
way  the  wiud  blows. 

The  jade  Fortune  cannot  content  ever>'body.  If  I  was  well  pleased,  Captain  Hardsides 
was  far  from  being  so.  He  saw  his  old  mistress's  happiness  and  her  youthful  husband's  satis- 
faction, with  sensations  of  anger  and  discontent,  which  increased  upon  him  every  day,  and 
served  to  make  him  the  laughing. stock  of  those  persons  who  dared  to  laugh  at  so  fotmidable 
a  personage. 

Money,  like  manure,  is  of  no  utility  until  it  gets  spread.  This  is  a  truth,  of  which,  thank 
my  stars,  I  have  always  been  so  thoroughly  satisfied,  that  I  have  ever  lived  nearly  up  to  my 
iheome,  whatever  it  has  been.  At  this  time  1  lived  like  a  wealthy  lord,  and  yet,  as  most 
things  are  cheap  at  Quebec,  my  expenditure  fell  materially  short  of  my  rental. 

My  nnhappy  rival,  who  probably  would  have  got  more  reconciled  to  his  disappointment, 
had  he  seen  me  a  miserly  fellow,  incapable  of  enjoying  the  wealth  I  had  not  got  possession  of, 
could  not  contain  his  feelings  of  anger  at  witnessing  my  lavish  profusion,  but  vented  them 
every  day,  by  reporting",  in  his  vulgar  manner  among  his  associates,  that  1  was  an  extravagant 
youngster,  who  would  soon  bring  himself  and  his  wife  to  a  mouthful  of  bread.  Some  officious 
person  or  other  invariably  brought  his  remarks  to  my  cars,  but  their  effect  was  only  that  of 
dudting  me  laugh,  and  becoming  more  ostentatious  in  my  extravagance. 

A  duellist,  like  a  game  bird,  is  shy  of  engaging  again  in  mortal  combat  with  his  conqueror ; 
eoinsequently  the  captain,  though  he  was  highly  nettled  at  ray  behaviour,  and  would  not  from 
toy  other  man  have  put  up  with  such  taunts  as  I  wantonly  threw  out  to  provoke  him,  vet 
showed  his  forbearance  by  never  sending  me  a  second  challenge.  But  I  think  his  avarice  would 
have  stimulated  him  to  do  so,  had  I  not,  by  my  marriage  with  her,  have  put  the  widow's  cash 
entirely  beyond  his  reach. 

In  this  manner  we  jogged  on  for  a  few  weeks,  my  lady  and  I  enjoying  ourselves  in  everyway 
to  which  money  and  contented  hearts  could  conduce,  and  the  Bostonian  continually  fretting 
himself  at  witnessing  our  profusion  and  happiness. 

A  ccrtahi  philosopher  has  said,  that  happiness  is  not  the  child  of  imagination,  but  the 
diadow  of  content ;  consequently,  where  the  substance  Is,  the  shadow  must  follow.  This 
philosopher's  assertion  I  believe  to  be  grounded  on  fact,  for,  verily,  whenever  I  have  been 
cooient,  I  have  been  happy ;  for  which  reason  I  now  strive  to  avoid  discontent,  as  I  would  any 
raging  pestilence  of  the  day. 

Twos  youthful,  healthy,  and  rich,  and  daily  heard  tell  of  the  pleasures  to  be  enjoyed  in 
Europe,  by  visiting  famed  places,  and  participating  in  innumerable  amusements,  not  to  be 
found  in  a  city  such  as  Quebec ;  and  in  consequence,  I  became  desirous  of  crossing  the  Atlantic 
to  visit  my  native  land.  Man,  however,  only  rows  in  the  voyage  of  life ;  he  is  steered  by 
Fate,  and  not  unfrequently  knows  no  more  where  he  is  going  to,  than  did  Adrian  of  the 
joomey  his  fleeting  spirit  was  about  to  take,  when  he  invoked  it  just  before  its  flight. 

A  wifs  of  mature  years  will  generally  be  found  ready  to  humour  her  youthful  husband  vtv 
•Dj  rtasoDAble  whim  he  may  form.    I  found  no  diAcu\ty  Va  ^^UvTi^'^Vn  V^ViiV^xvt^l^^'^^*^^ 
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mind  to  dUpote  of  our  property  ia  A»«Hea*  that  mm  nigbt  ronove  togcAer  to  Eurape,  Ift 
eijoy  tbo*8weeU  of  a  finer  cliinaUw  oad  the  advantage!  of  a  »eee  VKleaelTe  eirele  of  aoqoafaW 
inoe  than  Quebec  oould  aflbrd»  Bal,  tho«gh  the  gMd  «ro«Ma  M  Into  ay  flews,  etHl  she 
entertained  certain  local  attaohaeats  to  Italy,  the  ooaatry  of  her  btrtfa,  wliich  made  her 
extremely  anwilling  to  &x  upon  England  at  the  place  of  aar  ftitun  residence ;  and  she  adduced 
so  many  convincing  reasons  to  show  that  Italy  was  in  aU  sespeua  the  preferable  country  td 
reiide  in,  that  I  yielded  to  tbeibrae  of  her  arguments,  and  It  was  therefore  agreed  upon  that 
Italy  should  be  the  land  of  our  abod^  and  Genoa,  or  its  nelghboarfaood,  the  (pot. 

The  greatest  part  of  my  wife's  asooey  had  been  invested  in  Italian  stock,  long  previous  ta 
the  time  of  my  becoming  acquainted  with  her ;  and  wie  now  busied  ourselves  io  disposhig  of 
several  houses,  and  some  other  property  we  had  in  Quebec,  that  we  might  either  remit  tlia 
produce  to  Italy,  or  carry  it  Iharo  with  us  ia  good  bitts  of  exchange. 

Those  who  are  earnest  io  a  business  of  this  sort,  require  not  mneh  time  to  accomplish  this 
object.  Ours  was  speedily  eflfected,  and  we  were  only  awaiting  the  departure  of  a  vessel  for 
Leghorn,  which  my  wi£e  was  most  aniious  for  the  sailing  of,  at  her  health  had  now  become 
alarmingly  delicate,  when  the  following  unlooked-for  event  threatened  to  mar  all  my  bright 
prospects. 

One  day  I  was  on  my  way  to  the  docks,  when,  to  my  inconceivable  astonishment,  who  should 
I  meet  but  the  Boetonian  captain,  walking  arm-in^rm  with  my  old  commander,  Llentenant  Jones, 
whom  I  would  most  gladly  have  avoided ;  but  he  had  eytd  me  before  I  saw  him,  and  leaving 
Us  companion  some  paces  behind*  he  hastened  after  me,  when  having  overtaken  me,  for  I  was 
walking  away  from  them,  he  addressed  me  by  saying  most  foadliarly,  **  Andrew,  my  old  shipmate^ 
you  have  given  me  a  precious  long  cruise  in  search  of  you ;  but  here  you  are  safe,  and  in  gallant 
trim,  within  gun  range  of  me*  I  slmU  now  averhanl  your  lockers,  and  take  into  my  sure 
keeping  some  of  the  many  thousands  of  steriing  pounds  whidi  you  have  got  possession  of,  by 
heaving  our  old  governor  into  Davy*s  locker. 

For  the  ears  of  a  young  aad  wealthy  bene<yctthis  was  a  most  nncourteous  address,  and  I 
confess  I  did  not  at  all  relish  the  salatatiea ;  but  the  want  of  self-command  is  not  my  foiblot 
and  I  knew  better  than  to  show  my  anger  where  I  ooald  not  Injure.  Besides,  the  terrific  fellow 
I  had  to  deal  with»  hitherto  I  had  beea  aeoostomed  to  view  with  foeUngs  of  awe,  and  they  were 
not  to  be  shaken  off  without  some  considerable  exertion. 

**  You  are  welcome  to  Quebec,  Mr  Jones,'*  said  i,  almost  cboaking  with  vexation  wfaHc  I 
spoke  the  words ;  *^  I  trust  you  have  made  a  prosperous  voyage  to  South  America.** 

'*  Ah,  my  youngster,*'  rejoined  he,  "  this  sort  of  palaver  may  pass  corrent  amongst  lands* 
men,  but  we  have  other  fish  to  fry,  and  I  will  go  home  with  you  and  look  at  your  reckoning.** 
**  If  there  is  a  place  of  purgatory,  I  heartily  wish  you  were  there,**  thought  I,  but  I  took 
especial  good  care  not  to  aay  so,  for  I  felt  that  this  was  an  affair  ^here  the  most  Ale 
generalship  was  called  for ;  therefore,  assuming  as  much  composure  as  I  oould  on  so  tryhig  an 
occasion,  I  observed,  that  what  we  might  have  to  say  to  each  other,  had  best  be  done 
in  private*  while  that,  provided  he  got  rid  of  his  companion,  I  would  accompany  him  to  a 
retired. coffee-house  for  this  purpose. 

**  An  old  shipmate  and  brother  buccaneer  may  be  trusted ;  besides,  the  man  knows  all  about 
this  business  already ;  howsoever,  since  you  wish  it  to  be  so,  and  mayhap  we  may  then  arrange 
the  thing  more  to  our  own  advantage,  TU  propose  to  him  to  sheer  off,**  was  the  lieutenant's 
reply  to  my  proposition.  A  few  words  were  now  exchanged  in  conversatioa  between  two  men 
whom  I  would  willingly  have  seen  kept  from  me  by  the  bars  of  a  prison ;  after  which,  Mr  Jonet 
led  me  away  with  him  to  a  retired  inn,  where,  when  cktseted  with  each  other,  a  good  deal  of 
conversation  passed  between  us. 

By  what  I  gathered  from  bis  discoarse,  it  appeared  that  Mr  Jones  bad  returned  to  Porto 
Rico  from  his  mission  to  the  South  Seas  shortly  alter  the  time  when  the  Spanish  captain  arrived 
there  with  a  fresh  cargo  of  slaves^  and  that  this  captain,  who,  l&e  most  other  speculative  men, 
could  not  be  satisfied  with  any  share  of  wealth  whOe  he  thought  more  might  be  obtained,  had 
shown  extreme  inveteracy  against  me  for  my  having  been  made  Robertsonii  heh- ;  and  because 
my  agent,  Mr  Jcnkinson,  had  talcen  some  legal  measures  to  make  him  acooont  for  the  shore  of  • 
the  slaver  and  her  catgo,  to  which  I  had  become  entitled  as  part  of  my  Inheritance.  The 
uDgrate/iU  feihw  ""  "'"'H^b  he  steed  indebted  to  my  benefiMler  for  the  oomumd  ef  the 
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Sancj  Jack,  ai  also  namerous  other  favours,  by  which  he  had  gprown  into  considerable  wealth, 
yet  now  sought  to  monopolize  to  himself  the  whole  of  this  vessel,  together  with  the  produce  of 
her  last  cargo  ;  and  assuredly  he  would  have  succeeded  in  his  object,  but  for  the  well-timed 
steps  taken  by  Jenkinson,  who,  on  my  behalf,  had  got  an  injunction  placed  on  the  property  in 
question.  Baulked  as  he  was  in  his  views,  still  the  unprincipled  Spaniard  resigned  not  his 
object ;  therefore.  Lieutenant  Jones's  arrival  at  Porto  Rico  at  this  critical  period  he  hailed  as 
an  auspicious  event,  inasmuch  as  he  thoroughly  well  knew  the  lieutenant's  character,  and  to  what 
lengths  self-interest  might  urge  him  to  proceed  against  me.  Accordingly,  Lieutenant  Jones 
had  scarcely  put  foot  ashore  before  the  Spaniard  made  him  his  confidant,  and  the  lieutenant 
being  almost  as  indignant  as  he  was,  at  finding  that  I,  whom  be  had  always  looked  upon  as  a 
youngster  dependent  on  himself,  had  become  master  of  Captain  Robertson's  wealth,  most 
readfly  joined  with  him  in  devising  measures  to  rob  me  of  a  part,  or,  if  possible,  of  the  whole  Oi 
the  rich  inheritance. 

With  this  object  in  view,  it  was  ograed  upon  between  the  well-matched  pair,  that  Mr  Jones 
should  follow  after  me  to  the  United  States,  to  overtake  me  in  my  travels ;  when  it  was  thought 
that,  by  his  influence  over  me,  he  would  be  successftil  in  making  me  surrender  up  a  portion  of 
the  deceased  Robertson's  wealth,  or  where,  perhaps,  by  making  away  with  me,  or  intimidating 
me  by  threats,  they  might  strip  me  of  the  whole  of  it.  Moreover,  I  aften;«'ards  found  these 
heroes  pnrpnaed  dividing  everything  between  them,  and  going  into  partnership  in  trade 
together. 

The  lieutenant,  wfth  more  than  blood-hound  sagadty,  had  traced  me  to  every  place  where 
I  bad  been.  The  only  lucky  circumstance  on  my  side  was,  that  he  had  not  found  his  way  to 
Quebec  before  Madam  Chinchilla  exchanged  her  name  for  that  of  Winpcnny  ;  for  had  that 
happened,  most  assuredly  my  old  rival,  the  Bostonian,  would  then  have  triumphed  over  me. 

The  lieutenant,  who  cared  not  a  sou  in  what  manner  Robertson  bad  met  his  death,  had 
scarcely  put  a  question  to  me  on  the  subject,  yet  showed  himself  extremely  earnest  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  precise  sum  of  money  which  I  had  already  netted  by  that  events 
as  also  regarding  how  much  more  I  expected  :  T,  however,  waved  the  subject,  and  accounted 
for  my  present  wealth  as  being  most  of  it  the  fruits  of  my  happy  marriage. 

Lieutenant  Jones  was  not  the  man  to  credit  this  tale  of  mine ;  consequently,  he  blustered 
a  great  deal,  and  attempted  to  frighten  me  into  his  views ;  yet  I  continued  firm  in  my 
manner,  and  at  length  he  pretended  to  believe  me ;  but  perhaps  the  knowledge  he  had  of  the 
duel  I  had  fought  had  some  efibct  in  making  him  act  so  compliantly.  Nevertheless,  in  spite 
of  his  concession,  we  had  much  conversation  on  this  occasion,  and  some  of  it  very  acrimo- 
niottt;  however,  the  lieutenant,  who  had  views  upon  me  beyond  what  he  avowed,  so  mollified 
his  tone,  that  towards  the  close  of  our  interview  he  became  somewhat  communicative,  when 
in  reply  to  a  question  of  mine,  regarding  his  acquaintance  with  the  Bostonian  Captain  Hard- 
sides,  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  was  an  old  buccaneer  commander,  who  had  for  many 
yean  been  concerned  with  the  deceased  Robertson  and  their  Spanish  friend,  the  captain  of 
the  Saucy  Jack,  at  Porto  Rico,  both  in  the  slave  trade  and  buccaneering  adventures. 

Thb  piece  of  information  opened  my  eyes  to  the  real  character  of  my  old  rival,  for  it 
instantly  brought  to  my  mind  that  he  could  bo  no  other  than  the  notorious  pirate  Martinus, 
kmg  thfe  terror  of  all  honest  navigators  in  the  South  Seas,  and  afterwards  in  the  Gulf  of 
Florida,  and  whose  companions,  most  of  them  had  been  executed  for  piracy ;  some  at  New 
Orleans,  and  others  at  the  point  at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica.  He  himself  had  been  outlawed 
by  several  states,  and  eventually  compelled  to  resign  the  command  he  had  of  a  slaver,  and  to 
fly  from  Porto  Rico,  in  consequence  of  a  murder  perpetrated  by  him  on  a  priest  in  a  confes- 
dooal  box  of  the  church  there.  **  Young  man,"  said  the  lieutenant  at  our  parting,  for  well 
he  remembered  former  days,  and  on  the  strength  of  them  thought  to  still  arrogate  authority 
over  me,  **  do  you  see,  I  mean  to  let  you  oflT  on  easy  terms ;  but  reflect  upon  it  well  before 
we  again  meet,  for,  by  the  powers,  I  must  share  with  you  some  of  the  old  commodore's 
doiMooDt.     Think  of  it,  Andrew,  and  bear  in  mind  that  I  am  not  to  be  shuflSed." 

**!  know  yon,  Mr  Jonet,"  replied  I,  '*you  are  a  man  of  your  word;  and,  believe  mc^ 
I  am  not  to  be  l&flmMated,  yet  I  will  do  what  is  right" 
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"  TU  trae  they  are  a  lawlcm  brood, 
Bat  rough  in  fora,  nor  wild  In  moodf 
And  every  cre«d  and  every  race 
With  them  hath  found— may  find  a  place.*' 

"And  Tengeanoe  TOw*d  for  thoee  who  fall. 
Hath  made  tbem  fitting  in«trnmenu 
For  more  than  e'en  my  own  intents.** 

"Time  at  Ia«t  lets  all  th!nf;f  even  ; 
And  if  we  do  imt  watch  the  hour 
There  never  yet  wa«  human  power 
Which  cottid  evade,  if  unfnriziven. 
The  patient  search,  and  vigil  loaf. 
Of  him  who  treasures  up  a  wrong.*' 

It  was  foarful  odds  for  a  young  man  to  have  to  cope  against  two  such  desperate  characters 
as  I  now  bad  to  deal  with ;  for  that  ^ones  and  Hardsides  would  lay  their  heads  together  to 
my  detriment,  to  rob  or  even  to  destroy  me,  I  made  no  question;  indeed,  I  was  so 
thoroughly  8.Uisficd  on  the  subject,  that  it  filled  my  mind  with  serious  reflections  during  the 
time  I  traced  my  steps  home  from  the  interview  with  Lieutenant  Jones.  Happily,  however, 
I  knew  my  men.  I  recollected  how  readily  the  lieutenant  had  obeyed  his  commander's 
orders,  when  he  barbarously  made  away  with  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Columbine ; 
while,  as  to  Hardsides,  alias  Martinus,  I  doubted  not,  from  his  character  and  the  ill-will  ho 
bore  towards  mc,  but  that  he  would  readily  have  joined  with  his  friend  in  flaying  me  alive 
for  the  sake  of  my  wealth.  Heathen  priestcraft,  from  those  amongst  all  the  motley  garbs  she 
wears,  would  6nd  a  difficulty  in  producing  two  more  determined  and  dangerous  individuals. 
Ha4  we  been  living  under  an  Italian  sky,  in  a  state  where  assassination  is  winked  at  by  the 
lay  government,  and  encouraged  by  the  crime-absolving,  and  consequently  more  tolerating 
one  of  the  church,  my  enemy  might  readily  haye  got  rid  of  me,  and  thus  have  ensured  to 
himself  a  share  of  the  Saucy  Jaick  and  her  lost  cargo,  even  had  he  not  devised  means  o< 
robbing  me  of  some  of  the  wealth  I  had  in  North  America ;  but,  luckily  for  me,  I  was  not  in 
a  country  un^cr  the  dominion  of  the  descendant  of  that  St  Peter,  who  is  said  to  have  been 
Bishop  of  Rome  for  twenty  years,  under  the  Emperor  Nero,  who  himself  reigned  only 
thirteen  years ;  but  I  was  in  North  America,  where  crime  is  watched  with  more  eyes  than 
Ai^s  ever  possessed,  and  punished  with  unrelenting  severity.  I  arrived  at  home  in  no  very 
enviable  mood,  and  would  fain  have  embarked  and  set  sail  for  Europe  that  same  day,  without, 
giving  publicity  to  my  determination,  had  an  opportunity  occurred  of  my  doing  so.  This, 
however,  was  impossible,  and  I  puzzled  my  brains  to  no  good  purpose  to  decide  what  I  had 
best  do  regarding  Mr  Jones,  whose  avarice  I  knew  was  not  to  be  contented  by  my  presenting 
him  with  a  sum  of  money,  otherwise,  for  old  acquaintance  sake,  1  would  thus  have  compro- 
mised the  business.  I  was  still  deliberating  upon  this  unpleasant  afioir,  when  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day,  Captain  Hardsides  made  his  appearance  at  my  house,  bringing  a  message 
from  the  lieutenant,  whereby  he  required  of  me  to  meet  them  at  a  place  of  my  own  appointing 
on  the  following  day,  and  to  bring  with  me  two  thousand  dollars  for  Mr  Jones,  of  which  he 
stood  in  immediate  need. 

It  is  folly  to  despair.  The  insolence  of  the  message,  combined  with  the  arrogant  manner 
of  the  messenger,  at  once  made  me  decide  on  the  steps  I  should  pursue ;  therefore,  the  better 
to  succeed  in  my  project,  1  affected  to  take  in  good  part  uU  that  was  said,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  lieutenant's  expressed  wish,  made  an  appointment  to  meet  him  and  his  friend  the 
captain  on  the  following  evening,  at  a  cabaret  of  my  naming,  a  little  way  outside  of  the  town. 

I  make  no  doubt  that  Hardsides  thought  all  was  as  it  should  be,  for  after  he  had  minutely 
noted  down  the  time  and  place  for  our  meeting  each  other,  and  given  me  a  caution  not  to 
forget  the  dollars,  he  departed,  apparently  highly  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  embassy ; 
and  no  sooner  was  he  fairly  out  of  the  house;  than  I  sallied  forth  to  prepare  measures  for 
lidding  myself  of  these  troublesome  characters,  in  a  way  which  I  have  now  to  explain. 

I  bad,  previous  to  Hardsides*  visit,  called  to  mind  the  circumstance*  that  an  Indian  chief  of 
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my  acquaintance*,  named  '*  this  Pox,**  and  a  party  of  his  followers,  were  at  that  time  sojonm- 
io^in  Quebec;  and  I  knew  that  with  this  chief  I  could  do  pretty  well  what  I  pleased,  but 
still  I  had  not  made  my  mind  up  to  employ  him  as  my  partisan,  in  getting  rid  of  Lieutenant 
Jones ;  now,  however,  that  I  saw  there  would  be  no  contenting  the  lieutenant,  and  that  Hard- 
sides,  alias  Martinus,  acted  in  collusion  with  him,  I  judged,  that  if  they  went  on  unmolestedly 
in  their  machinations,  ruin,  and  perhaps  death,  would  fall  to  my  lot,  and,  therefore,  in  self- 
defence,  I  decided  to  act  a  determined  part  with  them  both ;  with  which  view,  well  know- 
ing the  usual  haunts  of  **  the  Fox,*'  I  now  went  in  search  of  him. 

Here  it  is  necessary  I  should  explain  that  **  the  Fox  "  was  the  celebrated  chief  in  whose 
canse  Monsieur  Chindiilla  had  got  killed,  fighting  most  gallantly  by  his  side.  **  The  Fox  " 
had  fi>r  many  years  been  in  the  habit  of  bartering  away  furs  to  Monsieur  Chinchilla,  and,  like 
a  true  Indian  friend,  since  that  gentleman's  death,  had  aooeastngiy  done  his  best  to  obtain 
vengeance  against  the  hostile  tribe  firom  which  he  met  his  fate ;  but  **  the  Wolf,"  who  was 
the  head  of  that  tribe,  and  the  individual  who  tomahawked  him,  was  too  powerfbl  a  chief  to 
be  overcome  by  *'  the  Fox  ;**  nevertheless,  this  last  had  so  for  watched  a  fiivouring  opportu- 
nity, that,  on  an  occasion  when  **  the  Wolf  *  was  absent  from  home,  he  and  his  people  had  not 
only  tomahawked  "  the  Wolfs "  mother,  but  scalped  all  the  children,  infirm  persons,  and 
women,  in  the  village. 

In  the  arts  of  war,  Ulysses  himself  was  not  a  more  subtle  shufilcr  than  *'  the  Pox."  He 
was  master  of  most  of  the  wily  tricks  for  which  Homer  so  vastly  extols  the  divinity  Pallas  $ 
but  in  peace,  '*  the  Fox  **  was  a  perfect  Bacchus — a  never-flinching,  jolly  companion.  He  and 
"the  Wolf,**  in  their  native  wilds,  were  almost  constantly  warring  against  each  other;  they 
each  eagerly  coveted  the  other's  scalp,  and  each  of  them  had  lost  in  this  warfiire  his  dearest 
firiends  and  nearest  relatives ;  yet,  when  at  Quebec  together,  they  daily  smoked  the  calumet 
of  peace,  and  would  so  laugh  and  jest  with  each  other,  on  both  olden  and  passing  events,  that 
any  one  who  witnessed  their  glee,  and  was  unacquainted  with  the  histories  of  these  famoiks 
men,  would  naturally  have  supposed  them  to  be  warriors  belonging  to  the  same  tribe,  who 
bdd  only  one  interest,  and  had  the  same  object  in  view. 

**  The  Fox  **  happened  to  be  honsed  in  the  first  petty  inn  where  I  sought  after  him,  and 
what  was  a  rare  thing  with  him  when  in  Quebec,  he  was  sober  as  a  parson  ought  to  be  when 
displaying  his  eloquence  from  a  pulpit.  ^*  FViend  Andrew,**  said  he,  on  my  entrance,  address- 
ing me  with  his  accustomed  familiarity,  **how  is  your  wife  ?  Her  first  husband  was  my  sworn 
friend,  and  he  .died  fighting  bravely  by  my  side ;  say,  can  I  do  any  service  either  for  you  or 
far  her?" 

"  A  faithful  friend  is  a  real  treasure ;  Chinchilla  was  such  to  thee ;  and  thou  wilt  prove 
one  wherever  thy  promise  of  friendship  is  given,**  was  iay  reply. 

**  Yes,*'  rejoined  he,  **  were  it  to  exterminate  an  entire  tribe  of  my  countrymen,  if  I  had 
promised  as  much,  I  would  do  it  The  leaves  should  fall  one  by  one,  till  the  tree  or  I  myself 
perished. 

**,  You  are  a  great  warrior,  and  have  a  heart  as  true  as  it  is  stout,"  said  I ;  **  your  name 
carries  terror  with  it  into  the  innermost  wigwams  of  your  foes;  <  the  Wolf '  himself  cannot 
rest  while  thou  art  in  his  neighbourhood ;  the  scalp  of  a  squaw  of  his,  together  with  those  of 
many  of  his  warriors,  hangs  behind  your  door ;  but  still,  my  friend,  war,  however  glorious 
tt  is,  must  interfere  with  your  fur  trade ;  you  can  have  little  time  left  you  for  hunting  the 
beaver." 

"Right,  you  say  right,**  answered  *the  Fox ;'  <*I  have  got  plenty  of  scalps,  but  I  have  no 
ram;  and  the  dogs  of  merchants  here,  since  I  can  bring  them  no  skins  of  the  beaver,  refuse 
to  give  me  credit  for  tobacco  and  rum." 

"  I  am  going  to  the  land  of  my  fathers,"  said  L  <*  The  sun,  when  it  shines  upon  you, 
win  leave  me  in  the  darkness  of  night ;  and  I  have  come  here,  my  good  friend,  to  say  that  I 
liave  two  puncheons  of  rum  warehoused  here,  which  are  quite  at  your  service ;  and  of  the 
iBoking  weed,  I  can  supply  you  with  as  much  as  you  want." 

**  It  is  a  gift  you  make  worthy  of  the  husband  of  Chinchilla's  squaw.  The  rum  and  five 
Irandred  weight  of  tobacco  I  will  myself  see  borne  away  to  my  factor's  to-morrow;  but  say, 
Andrew,  Is  there  no  piece  of  service  I  can  do  for  you,  before  you  go  hence  for  the  land  ef 
your  fathers?"    "  Brave  chief  1  there  are  two  scoumMii  Vro  f!«i«cik  ^o«ik  «\  ^nsBA^c^tta^ 
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.  beret  who  wish  to  rob  rao— to  ttnp  no  of  my  Chinchilla's  fSortaae.  To*iboitoiw  eVenhig  I  asa 
to  meet  them  at  an  inn  beyond  the  /brtiHcatlooi  of  Quebec.  I  aak  ao  otAer  iavour  of  thee, 
than  to  forcibly  bear  them  away  with  thee  to  thy  country,  no  that  they  shall  be  heard  of  bo 
B^ore  in  this  quarter  for  at  least  one  month  to  come."  **  Tako  me  to  the  place  where  you 
are  to  laeet  these  men,  and  point  them  out  to  me,  and  I  swear,  by  the  sacrod  bones  of  my 
Akther,  to  fulfil  these  desires  of  yours  regarding  them.  They  sbali  ge  with  me  to  my  own 
eountry,  and  sleep  there  to  eternity,  sooner  than  regain  their  freedom  before  the  moon  of 
next  month  is  as  old  as  is  now  the  present  moon." 

More  of  our  conversation  I  need  not  relate,  for  the  mind  of  man  is  known  to  be  the  same 

■  ia  whatever  Qircumstanecs  the  individual  may  be  placed,  and,   unqoestionably,   the  same 

;  motives  of  action  govern  all  equally,  whatever  may  be  their  situation.     **  Tho  Fox«**  like 

more  civilized  men,  was  open  to  flattery  and  a  bribe.     He  loved  rom  and  tobacco  too  well  to 

resist  the  temptations  they  afforded,  while  the  MNind  of  his  own  pcmisei  was  the  sweetest  of 

f  viuiie  to  the  ears  of  this  savage. 

Besides  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  the  passion  of  revenge  animated  his  heart,  and  in 
pnaishing  my  enemies  he  grati6ed  the  former,  and  persuaded  himaelf  that  lie  was  reveiq;ing 
Ghinohilta's  death,  by  promoting  the  iaterests  of  his  re&eL 

Thus  it  is  that  reason  is  made  subservient  to  education.     This  wanrior  had  been  trained 

fal  the  way  his  father  vi^hed  him  to  go,  and  he  followed  it  with  filial  fidelity.    Bat  every 

natiop,  religion,  and  people  have  their  peooliar  way  of  training  tlie  youth  as  he  should 

fo»  and  after  making  aUowanoe  for  the  customs  of  ali»  it  would  puzzle  pldlosophy,  and  make 

.  aoeptics  grow  more  sceptical,  to  attempt  a  decision  upon  which  is  tha  best  education. 

Two  puncheons  of  rum  and  five  hundred  weight  of  tobaoco^  wiiich  I  purchased  expressly 

fBT  the  purpose,  were  that  same  day  conveyed  by  my  directions  to  the  store  of  the  tar 

merchant  with  whom  *'  the  Fox  *'  carried  on  has  dealings ;  and  early  oo  the  evening  of  the 

:  following  day,  by  a  preconcerted  arrangement,  **  the  Fox  **  and  six  of  his  men  hid  themselves 

.  In  ambvflh  in  the  ymrd  of  thto  cal>aret,  wliero  my  meeUng  with  the  two  formidable  buccaoeers 

was  to  take  place. 

Captain  Hardsides  and  Lieutenant  Jones  entered  the  house  in  question  before  I  made  my 
appearance  there,  as,  by  destgn^  I  was  a  little  beMnd  my  tiaie»  **  Well,  youngster,"  said  the 
.  lieutenant,  on  my  entrance,  **  yott  think  nothing  of  keeping  yoor  elders  waiting  for  you ; 
but  receivers  generally  am  more  ready  than  paymasters  <  where,  however,  is  the  money  ?  ** 

**  Money  is  a  scarce  article,  and  I  must  dis^ypoint  your  expectations  for  once.  What  say 
you  to  a  draught  upon  a  merchant  at  Porto  Rico  ?  Will  not  that  suit  you  nearly  as  well  as 
ready  cash  ?  **  **  Blood  and  wounds  I  what  is  it  you  mean,  youngster  ?  Has  life  become 
a  burden  to  you,  that  you  wish  to  part  with  it  ?  Come,  none  of  your  shuffling,  where  arc  the 
two  thousand  dollars  ?  " 

<*  I  have  come  here  unprovided  with  cash,  but  am  ready  and  willing  to  give  you  a  bUI 
of  exchange  upon  our  friend  the  Spanish  merchant  at  Porto  Rico,  who,  you  know,  is  my 
debtor  to  a  large  amount,  on  accouat  of  the  SaniissiBaa  Trinidada,  or  Saucy  Jack,  and  her 
last  slave  cargo." 

**  Villain  1  '*  thundered  the  lieat^nant,  **  make  yomr  confession,  for  you  have  not  ten 
minutes  to  live ;"  and  he  seized  me  by  the  collar  while  he  spoke.  **  Spare  his  lifo,  Jones, 
conditionally,  that  he  signs  an  order  for  two  thousand  pounds  on  ki»  wife,  instead  of  giving 
the  dollars,  and  we  will  keep  him  our  prisoner  till  we  have  the  money,"  said  the  considerate 
Hardsides. 

"  Captain  Martinus,**  replied  I,  "  as  you  well  knew  the  people  «f  IHirto  Rico,  you  must 
know  that  the  bill  I  proffer  is  a  good  one  ;  therefore,  instead  of  money,  advise  your  friend  to 
take  my  bill  of  exchaage.*' 

This  last  speech  of  mine  stirred  the  rage  of  my  opponents  to  a  aort  of  climax ;  but  still  they 
knew  better  than  to  slay  me,  as  my  murder  would  have  marred  their  prospects  of  extorting 
money. from  me,  and  in  all  probability  brought  their  necks  to  the  Imlter;  their  fury,  however, 
•was  so  great,  that  they  threw  me  down,  and  began  belabouring  me  with  their  fists ;  but  I  bowled 
.eat  lustily  for  assistance,  when  almost  instantly  **  the  Fox"  and  his  followem  tusbed  inte  the 
«oem»  and  in  defiance  of  theh*  outcries  and  efforts  to  preveai  them,  phiioned  my  oppeueoti^ 
^wrt»  wUk  bis  ^Jhmti;t%hi  togntheg  h^lmid  htm. 
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^Bf  mf  wtnAt^  slanmered  the  lieatemait,  **th{B  young  fcllow  wfll  prove  a  nMMter  of  Mi 
f;  be  has  got  nsboth  in  hU  power  beyond  all  redemption,  and  these  hidians,  no  doubt, 
eosBinisaoaed  to  slay  us.**    **  Would  that  I  myself  had  thought  of  employing  such  people, 
of  fighting  as  I  did,  Hke  a  fool  as  I  am,**  muttered  the  chop-ftdlen  captain. 

A  victory,  such  as  I  had  gained,  was  a  great  triumph.  I,  however,  neither  insutted  th4 
eonqnered,  nor  relieved  their  minds  from  the  misery  attendant  on  the  expectation  of  being 
kitchered. 

The  Indians,  as  had  been  preconcerted  between  us,  led  the  captives  away  gagged  and  pin« 
ioned ;  but  previous  to  their  doing  this,  **  the  Fox"  tooli  the  pistols  and  everything  else  he 
thMight  worth  taking  from  their  persons,  which  he,  hero  like,  made  his  own,  and  agreeable  to 
Ids  edvcaltion,  considered  himself  justly  entitled  to. 

fa  this  adventoro  I  could  not  IhH  admiring  the  acuteness  shown  by  '^  the  Fox."  He 
perfaaied  his  part  in  a  most  masterly  manner ;  and  though  his  Ihce  was  hidden  in  a  nsask^ 
procured  by  me  for  the  occasion,  yet,  hot  satisfied  with  this  partial  disguise,  he  iiad  dothad 
Umself  in  an  Indian  chiefs  dress,  the  very  counterpart  of  that  usually  worn  hj  "the  Welf." 
Thank*  to  which,  at  a  future  day  he  would  fearlessly  re*visit  Quebec ;  while  this  old  eoenyof 
his,  wlio  was  not  likely  ever  to  hear  tell  of  this  affiiir,  would  hereby  have  his  life  and  liberty 
pltteed  in  jeopardy  in  his  future  visits  to  the  cHy. 

Hie  landlord  of  the  cabaret  where  this  adventure  took  place  was  a  man  I  had  served,  and 
in  whoai  I  could  eonftde.  on  which  aoeount  it  was  that  I  made  dioice  of  his  house  as  the  8cesi« 
for  this  adventure.  He,  of  course,  had  taken  good  care  that  no  mdividual  of  his  fSuaily,  sav# 
bfosei^  should  be  at  home  to  witness  what  took  place,  and  to  his  heart*k  oootant  I  remmerated 
hini  for  his  servioeB  on  the  occasion. 

I  have  reasons  for  bdfoving  that  **  the  Fox**  carried  tils  captives  from  the  neighbotti4ioo# 
of  Quebec  tied  up  in  sa<^ ;  but  how  for  he  conveyed  them  on  their  way  by  water,  and  heir 
for  by  land,  are  circnmstanoes  of  whidi  I  am  totally  Ignorant,  nor  have  i  ever  learnt  whether 
he  let  fhera  go  free  at  the  expiration  of  the  promised  month  $  though,  at  an  American  Indian,. 
foMdhl  to  Ms  promise,  I  presume  he  must  have  done  so.  These  were  things  f  left  entirely  te 
dttaoe,  and.  Indeed,  which  I  cared  little  about,  for  my  mhid  was  quite  jnade  up  to  bid  adieu, 
net  eoiy  to  Quebec,  but  to  the  quarter  of  the  globe  te  which  this  dty  befongi,  and  that  long 
before  anotlier  moon  could  show  her  bright  foce  to  Hs  shores. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

••  And  tteir  Uk9A  lip*  wMh  many  a  bloody  cradc, 
Sttck*d  ia  tlio  moUture  which  like  necur  •trMm*d. 
Their  throats  were  oven*,  their  swolu  tougnea  were  black.** 

"  Ah,  mariner  I  in  wayward  hoar 
Ye^rav'd  the  whirlwiad'a  power.** 

**  Long  on  the  ocean  tempest  tOM*d, 
At  Uflt  we  grain  the  happy  coast; 
And  safe  recount  upon  the  shore 
Onr  sufferings  past  and  dangers  o'er.*' 

Tmkmm  is  nothing  Kke  being  prompt  in  business  which  really  ought  te  be  done.  The  vessel 
destined  for  Leghorn  was  not  to  sail  for  some  days  after  the  Indian  chief  a  departure  with  my 
twe  enemies  in  his  good  custody,  but  there  was  a  FVench  brig  lying  in  the  harbour,  which  was 
to  sai  for  Marseilles  the  very  next  day,  and  to  me  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  which  of 
these  pfoees  I  proceeded. 

Very  opportunely  too,  at  this  critical  epoch,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  most  agree- 
aUe  tidings  from  my  agent  at  St  Thomas's.  His  letter  mformed  me  that  he  bad  found  it 
neoesaary  to  take  legal  measures  against  the  captain  of  the  Santtssima  Trinidada,  alias  the  Saucy 
htkt  and  that  he  had  so  iar  carried  fab  point,  as  to  have  recovered  a  sum  of  rather  better  than 
eight  thousand  dollars  fi>om  him  on  my  account,  which  he  held  ready  to  remit  to  me  whenever 
I  nseininnicated  my  pleasure  on  the  subject. 

i«te  my  further  elaima,  Im  said  he  feared  nothing  mere  ooukl  be  got  on  account  of  the 
Snoj  Jack,  for  that  the  cepilain  had  eoncooted  tf^range  and  many  claioM  eQainit  thia  n^vh^  vkA: 


70  THE  ROMANCIST  AND  NOVfiLISPS  LIBRARY. 

h«r  lait  eurco,  which,  though  moit  of  them  evidently  unjuit,  eould  not  be  controverted,  in 
consequence  of  Robertson  *8  death,  and  the  evidence  which  ought  to  have  been  for  us  bavinf 
been  suborned  on  the  other  side.  However,  all  things  considered,  ho  concluded  by  saying  he 
must  congratulate  me  on  having  recovered  what  was  now  got  from  so  unprincipled  a  man ; 
while  that  some  of  my  claims  for  money  due  at  Jamaica,  he  trusted,  would  be  substantiated 
and  cancelled  by  payment. 

The  preceding  communication  made  my  mind  easy  regarding  my  West  Indian  affairs,  and 
having  written  to  Mr  Jenkinson,  to  notify  that  I  was  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  Europe,  whence 
he  should  have  instructions  from  me,  I  proceeded  to  arrange  my  other  affairs. 

Accordingly,  having  talked  over  the  business  with  my  spouse,  which  I  did  on  the  same 
night  I  so  happily  had  got  rid  of  my  two  maritime  enemies,  and  she  entirely  cohiciding  with 
me  in  my  sentiments  on  the  subject,  at  an  early  hour  next  morning  I  engaged  for  our  passage 
to  Marseilles,  when,  shortly  afterwards,  I  caused  my  lady  and  my  luggage  to  be  shipped  on 
board  the  vessel 

Even  hot-headed  commanders  have  made  the  avowal,  that  a  prudent  retreat  not  unfre- 
quently  is  more  advantageous  than  gaining  a  fresh  victory.  On  this  occasion  I  was  of  their 
opinion,  and  as  soon  as  I  had  effected  my  business  on  shore,  lost  no  time  in  hastening  on 
board  the  French  ship,  which  already  had  Blue  Peter  flying  aloft,  and  her  cnble  shortened 
ready  for  weighing  anchor.  The  captain  alone  waited  my  arrival  i  therefore,  shortly  after 
my  embarkation,  his  anchor  was  aboard  her,  and  the  ship  under  weigh,  sailing  from  the  bar* 
bour  of  Quebec 

<*  Adieu,  a  long  adieu  to  the  shores  of  the  new  world,**  said  I  to  myself,  while  taking  my 
farewell  look  at  the  land  of  America.  I  have  run  an  adventurous,  but  a  prosperous  oourse,  in 
this  quarter  of  the  world.  My  time  has  not  been  long  here ;  who,  however,  can  say  I  have 
not  done  more  memorable  deeds  than  some  men  perform  in  their  entire  lives  ?  Caesar,  it  is 
said,  was  prompt  in  execution.  Yet,  who  can  compare  that  bald-pated  old  robber,  who  worked 
with  the  bands  of  others,  to  a  youth  such  as  I  am ;  one  that,  unaided  by  partisans,  stands 
Indebted  to  good  luck  and  hin^self  only  for  having  inherited  to  the  wealth  of  one,  and  got  the 
mastery  over  two,  of  the  most  daring  and  experienced  buccaneers,  of  all  whose  deeds  the  pen 
of  history  shall  put  upon  record  ?  Who  shall  compare  that  vile  enslaver  of  his  countrymen, 
that  wholesale  butcher  of  the  human  species,  to  a  youth  who,  although  bom  to  poverty,  and 
reared  up  in  misery,  counselled  to  by  a  pitiful-spirited  parent,  to  make  his  penny  how  and 
where  he  could,  has  nevertheless,  and  at  an  early  age,  contrived  to  gather  together  a  sum  of 
sterling  money  amounting  to  near  forty  thousand  pounds,  with  abundance  of  plate  and  jewel- 
lery besides. 

An  ordinary  voyage  at  sea  is  a  very  common-place  occurrence,  of  which  it  would  ill 
become  a  buccaneer,  who  has  suffered  the  most  direful  of  shipwrecks,  to  attempt  recording 
the  particulars.  In  short,  none  except  fine-weather  travellers,  who  voyage  only  that  they 
may  write  books,  but  are  unprepared  to  face  storms  and  untoward  adventures,  when  they 
present  themselves,  would  think  of  imposing  such  trash  on  their  readers  as  it  affords. 

The  La  Sybelle,  the  ship  we  were  on  board,  had  a  tolerable  good  voyage  for  seventeen 
days,  during  which  we  encountered  some  blowing  weather,  which  made  my  spouse  very  sea 
sick,  but  we  met  with  no  severe  storm.  On  the  eighteenth  morning,  in  latitude  44.  43.  north, 
and  longitude  21.  20.  west,  we  came  in  sight  of  a  wreck,  which,  as  a  signal  of  distress,  had  an 
old  flag  hoisted  downwards,  on  a  boom  erected  beside  her  broken  main-mast. 

Monsieur  Jaconet,  our  captain,  made  sail  for  the  wreck,  when,  on  our  hailing  her,  we  were 
told  that  she  was  the  MatUda,  laden  with  timber,  fh>m  St  John's,  New  Brunswick,  bound  to 
Liverpool,  and,  that  the  few  survivors  of  her  crew  were  in  a  state  of  starvation  ;  and  earnestly 
implored,  for  the  salvation  of  theh*  lives,  that  we  would  take  them  off  the  wreck. 

Monsieur  Jaconet  was  a  humane  man.  He  hesitated  not  a  moment,  but  immediately 
hoisted  out  a  boat,  and  had  the  poor  sufferers,  among  whom  were  two  females,  conveyed  to 
the  La  Sybelle.  They  were  all  of  them  in  a  most  dreadful  condition.  I  never  before  had 
seen  such  sad  objects ;  squalid  starvation  was  conspicuous  in  every  face,  which  sunken  eyes, 
hollow  checks,  and  parched  lips,  combined  to  impress  with  a  deadly  hue.  Our  surgeon,  bow- 
ever,  a  kind-hearted  and  skUftil  man,  had  the  poor  sufferers  placed  in  warm  beds,  and  supplied 
with  food  and  drink  in  small  quantities  at  a  thne ;  by  which  prudent  treatment  they  wer« 
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■n,  MTe  one^  gradotUy  reitored  to  health  and  firength.  I  fhaU  attempt  bo  partlcakr 
deieriplioa  of  them,  but  content  myself  by  summing  up  their  truly  miserable  itory  at 
hrtely  as  possible ;  for,  were  I  to  extract  it  from  their  log-book,  the  detail  of  the  protracted 
aofleiings  of  these  unfortunate  people  would  be  most  heart-rending.  The  Matilda  sailed 
from  St.  John's  on  the  18th  January,  and  on  the  1st  February  she  was  caught  in  a  / 
dreadful  gale,  which  carried  away  her  fore  and  mizen-masts,  her  caboose,  her  jolly-boat,  and 
disabled  five  of  her  men ;  the  gale  continuiDg,  several  days  after  she  lost  her  long-boat,  had  ^ 
her  mdder  unshipped,  and  a  man  washed  overboard.  Hie  crew  now  cut  away  the  anchors, 
and  endeavoured  to  save  some  provision  by  knocking  the  bow-port  out,  for  the  ship  was 
iwar}y  foU  of  water,  and  her  stern  stove  in.  The  quantity  saved  was  trifling ;  this  they 
stowed  away  in  the  maintop,  where  they  also  got  two  females  placed,  who  were  on  board— 
the  master's  wife,  and  a  youiig  single  woman,  a  passenger,  and  where  they  themselves  slept, 
lashed  in  the  best  way  they  could  secure  each  other.  For  twenty-two  dajfs  this  scene  of 
wretchedness  continued,  during  which  no  less  than  eighteen  out  of  twenty-four,  the  original 
number  on  board,  perished  by  fatigue  or  starvation,  or  were  washed  alive  into  the  ocean ; 
and  what  was  more  horrible  and  degrading  to  humanity,  the  poor  sufferers  were  necessitated 
to  eat  of  the  bodies  of  their  starved  companions,  to  keep  life  and  soul  together.  At  last, 
though  not  until  after  the  single  woman  had  partaken  of  the  body  of  a  man  to  whom  she  was 
betrothed,  and  the  master's  wife  of  that  of  her  hnsband*^  apprentice— a  poor  youth,  who  had 
been  three  times  wrecked  before,  and  providentially  saved,  to  come  to  this  at  last,  and  that 
several  of  the  crew,  from  drinking  salt  water,  had  become  foolish,  crawled  upon  their  hands 
about  the  deck,  and  died  raving  mad— >it  was  the  fate  of  the  survivors  to  be  extricated  fhrai 
their  sriserable  state  by  the  humanity  of  our  good  captain. 

Moosienr  Jaconet  showed  every  possible  attention  to  the  poor  sufl^erers,  and  supplied  them 
with  the  best  food  in  the  ship ;  yet,  prudently,  he  put  them  on  a  short  allowance,  that  they 
might  not  destroy  the  powers  of  nature  by  repletion,  as  innumerable  people  in  their  situation 
are  known  to  have  doite ;  ond  by  this  considerate  care  on  the  part  of  our  commander,  all,  save 
one  who  died  on  the  third  day  after  they  were  brought  aboard  us,  were  happily  restored  to 
healths 

Janes  Monday,  one  of  the  sur\'ivor8,  a  young  Kentishman,  who  had  been  chief  mate  of  the 
wrecked  vesssel,  and  became  disgusted  with  the  sea  service,  I  engaged  in  my  employ ;  and, 
happily,  after  taking  these  poor  people  on  l)oard  us.  we  met  with  no  unpleasant  adventure  on 
the  voyage,  but  arrived  safe  and  well  at'  Marseilles,  alter  a  favourable  and  rather  k  quick 


On  landing  at  Marseilles,  I  proceeded  to  one  of  the  best  hotels,  and  the  expense  being  no 
oonsideration,  my  wife  and  I  lived  here  in  splendid  profusion.  Everything  was  new  to  me- 
lt appeared  as  if  I  had  been  transported  into  another  worlds  theatres,  coffee-houses,  eques- 
trian and  other  performances  ;  indeed,  all  things  and  places  tended  to  afford  me  gratification : 
and  as  to  the  French  cookery,  it  was  as  delicious  to  my  palate  as  the  wines  were  excellent. 

Marseilles,  the  capital  city  of  Provence,  is  well  worth  visiting.  Some  writers  pretend  it 
tras  founded  by  the  Greek  exiles,  who  were  driven  out  of  their  country  by  Cyrus  the  Great. 
The  Romans  courted  the  friendship  of  the  citizens  of  Marseilles,  and  after  the  fall  of  Rome, 
ft  was  governed  by  four  counts ;  but,  ultimately,  the  inhabitants,  finding  themselves  unable  to 
maintain  their  freedom,  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  France.  The  conditions  of 
their  submission  were  very  honourable ;  but,  under  a  Duke  of  Guise,  general  of  the  galleys, 
theff  privileges  were  abolished,  and  a  citadel  was  erected  on  each  side  of  the  port.  The 
anenal  and  the  galleys  here  are  well  worthy  of  a  visit,  yet  the  latter  impress  the  mind  with 
iMNTor,  at  witnessing  to  what  a  state  of  degradation  human  beings  may  be  brought.  The 
vicissitudes  of  religion,  too,  are  strongly  exemplified  here ;  for  the  church  of  Notre- Dame  des 
Aeeoules  was  formerly  consecrated  to  Pallas,  that  of  Saint  Saviour  to  Apollo,  and  the  cathe- 
dral was  the  temple  of  Diana.  In  the  last,  the  body  of  a  Saint  Lazarus  is  kept  in  a  silver 
shrine,  and  the  true  cross  of  Saint  Andrew,  seven  feet  long,  is  shown.  Indeed,  the  whole  city 
abonnds  with  holy  relics ;  but  at  Saint  Boume,  on  the  road  hence  to  Toulon,  is  a  cave,  in  the 
aridst  of  a  rock,  where  lies  Mary  Magdalen's  body,  in  a  coffin  seven  feet  long,  and  where 
Miry  Magdalen,  according  to  the  tradition,  lived  thirty-three  years ;  notwithstanding  which. 
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the  pliflo  if  alwayf  extremeqr  ccU,  froB  the  dropping  of  water  from  the  impeAdk^  rook» 
which  fills  a  cistern  below,  with  what  priestcraft  has  denomioated  the  virgin's  tears. 

in  France,  however,  few  penMOS,  save  dotards  and  cbildreB,  care  about  relics  or  shrines  s 
they  have  happier  thoughts,  and  thej  know  there  is  nothing  like  gaiety.  Troul^Ie  is  only  the 
brooding  of  a  distempered  mind«  anc^  happily,  the  French  are  not  much  afflicted  this  way  5 
but  gai^  tai^oun  gai,  is  a  maxim  followed  by  many  of  them  from  the  nursery  to  the  grave. 
They  are  a  joyous  people^  and  so  are  all  others  who  set  care  at  defiance ;  for  eare  is  a  cankert 
worm  to  the  heart,  which  none  save  a  lunatic  would  nourish.  Youthful  as  I  was,  and  blessed 
with  a  light  heart,  the  manners  of  the  people  here  were  exactly  such  as  I  should  have  been 
desirous  of  finding  among  persons  I  had  to  associate  with.  The  men  were  all  excellent  com- 
panions s  and  the  women,  to  do  them  justice^  were  all  of  them  kiod.— aye,  and  the  fuir  sex  of 
Marseilles  are  pretty  too ;  yet,  notwithstanding  my  opinion,  I  know  there  are  persons  in  the 
world,  who  presume  to  find  fiiult  with  the  Frenchman's  character,  saying  that  he  is  insinoere,^ 
and  professes  a  vast  deal  more  than  he  means  to  perform ;  I,  however,  maintain  that  these 
people  are  partly  in  error,  tot  that  the  Fk^nchman  is  about  as  sincere  as  his  neighbours.  He 
who  doubts  this,  would  do  well  to  eonsult  a  fisw  of  his  old  acquaintances;  and  if  any  expe- 
rienced individual  of  them  shoiild  tell  him  that  in  his  career  he  has  found  mankhxi  to  be 
ibcere»  no  matter  in  what  dime  or  country,  he  himself  needs  only  to  reside  there  fiv  a  short 
time  to  discover  that  this  friend  of  his  is  a  romanoer. 

There  are  exceptions^  however,  to  all  mles^  for  deformity  is  to  be  fonnd  even  among  th*^ 
Irfreat  prodnetions  of  nature :  and  that  which  I  new  liave  to  xeoooat»  fimishea  a  ludioroiii^ 
hw^trr*  of  the  variety  in  the  Gallie  eharacter. 

Among  my  acquaintances  here,  tiMre  was  a  certain  chevalier,  named  Bragw;  h*  waa  a 
dashing  yonng  fellow,  the  very  pink  of  faihion,  and  the  lifo  of  society  wherever  he  mored ;. 
hot.  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  soon  suspected  that  at  bottom  he  was  one  of  thspc  cnteipriiinf 
diaraetcrs  known  as  Its  cAeva^ier«  iTmdttsfrif .  Ttiis  personage^  whose  society  waa  cowted 
•verywbere»  related  to  me  how  he  had  formed  an  intimacy  with  a  veiy  remarkable  cbaraeter^^ 
t  nobleman  living  fai  the  vicinity  of  Marseilles,  who^  like  many  great  and  distinguish  persons 
that  have  lived  before  him,  from  a  disease  of  the  imagination,  had  frdlen  into  uoacconntablj 
strange  notions  regarding  his  personal  klentity  and  character.  The  nobleman,  the  chevalier 
■yd,  was  an  hypochondriacy  who  had  been  brought  to  tins  state  from  over-study,  and  wbeee 
core  conld  alone  be  hoped  for  by  setting  him  to  toil  as  a  ploughman,  or  at  seme  other  sort  of 
bard  labouri  where  good  air,  strong  exercise,  and  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  might,  by  their  com- 
bined powers,  restore  him  to  a  sane  sense  of  his  condition.  Gaspard  Barlaas,  a  physician  and 
poet,  k  is  related,  was  deranged  by  study,  until  he  fancied  his  body  was  converted  into  batter,, 
and,  in  consequence,  feared  to  approach  the  fire ;  but  the  nobleme%  of  whom  I  am  speaking, 
was  subject  to  many  difibrent  delusions  of  the  imagination :  like  a  celebrated  prince  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon,  he  would  believe  himself  to  be  a  woman,  whidi,  my  informant  laughingly 
added,  was  no  very  unusual  thing  amongst  the  aristocracy  and  the  dergy  of  that  country  ; 
but  his  most  usual  fancy,  the  chevalier  said,  was  to  suppose  himself  the  Arcadian  Silenus, 
when,  in  imitation  of  him,  he  would  ride  over  his  pleasure  grounds  en  an  ass,  and  conclude  the 
exploite  of  the  day,  by  getting  gloriously  inebriated. 

Sportive  mirth  is  often  the  parent  of  frolicsome  adventure.  There  was  a  something  se 
ludicrous  in  this  noble  person's  insanity,  that  the  chevalier  and  I  kiugbed  most  heartily  about 
it  i  until  at  length,  from  laughing,  we  began  to  devise  whether  we  could  make  his  diseased 
imagination  the  source  of  some  humorsome  adventure. 

T^  chevalier  was  fertile  in  expedients.  He  also  had  been  wdl  educated,  and  consequently 
knew  much  of  the  nonsense  of  the  heathen,  as  well  as  of  certain  other  absurd  mythologies. 
After  a  little  consideration,  he  told  me  he  thought  he  had  hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head,  and 
that  prorided  I  would  penooify  the  King  of  Phrygia,  he  would  pecsuade  his  insane  friend  that 
he  would  take  him  to  a  feast  in  the  Elysian  shades,  at  which  Midas  should  be  present  ta 
entertain  him,  as  he  once  did  Silenua's  foster  son  BacchnSi 

Of  Bacchus  1  had  froqnently  heard  tell,  but  of  Midas  and  Silenna  knew  nothing ;  and  PU  Uke 
on  me  to  warrant  that  my  old  companions  the  beoeaneera  knew  ac  little  1  nevertheless,  Itoekeii 
myielf  the  task  d  acting  the  part  oC  Midair  for  the  parpoee  of  deeei  viag  sitty  Sitenna ;  hat  with 
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fUi  proviM*  that  the  eheralier  was  to  dress  me  in  a  way  sultahle  to  the  part,  and  give  me  mj 
proper  ctte  how  to  act 

The  nobleman  not  only  readily  fell  ioto  the  snare  we  had  laid  for  tun,  but  was  in  raptures 
ef  joy  on  the  oocasfon,  and  in  the  warmth  of  his  heart  declared  the  chevalier  to  be  the  best 
friend  he  had  in  the  world,  for  ensuring  to  him  a  feast  in  the  Elysiao  shades,  with  the  ghost  of 
i^dai  as  one  of  his  festive  companions. 

The  faree  we  had  projected  was  performed  to  admiration.  In  a  cellar  lit  by  torch  lightly 
ftimigated  with  brimstone,  and  hung  around  with  curious  old  goblin  tapestry,  a  costly  supper 
wn  laid  out,  to  partake  of  which  the  clievalier  brought  the  hypochondriac  nobleman  blindfolded 
to  thb  Elyaian  shade ;  when,  on  having  his  eyes  uncovered,  they  were  dazzled  by  the  brilliancy 
of  the  I%h(,  and  hhi  senses  bewildefed  at  beholding  the  imposing  scene ;  but  most  especially 
ited  as  Midas,  at  the  head  of  the  table,  habited  in  a  grotesque  satin  dress,  with  long 
ears  attached  to  my  head,  which  hung  dangling  over  my  shoulders. 

We  made  a  jovial  feastof  it,  well  worthy  of  Bacchns*s  foster  father,  who  enjoyed  himself  to 
his  heart's  delight ;  but,  when  the  juice  of  the  grape  began  to  operate,  was  raUier  troublesome  ia 
bis  attempt  at  pulling  my  borrowed  ears,  the  length  and  hairyness  of  which  entirely  gained  his 
admiration ;  and  he  was  inquisitive  concerning  my  celebrated  verdict  in  favour  of  Pan  against 
ApoBo,  in  their  trial  of  singing,  till  I  silenced  him  by  the  assurance  that  I  had  been  too  severdy 
inmlshed  for  my  error  by  the  unnatural  growth  of  my  ears.  The  two  servants  in  attendance 
wore  masks,  so  their  merry  countenances  were  hid,  though,  occasionaliy,  they  found  it  impo». 
Ale  to  smother  their  rising  langhter ;  of  this,  however,  Silenus  took  no  further  notioe  than 
eoee  or  twice  to  hiccup  a  rebnke  at  their  want  of  manners.  Ultimately,  the  imaginary  foster 
fkkher  of  the  jolly  god  was  made  as  immortally  drunk  as  ever  Silenus  is  represented  to  have 
been,  and  in  this  state  carried  out  of  the  cellar,  to  be  borne  home  in  a  carriage  we  liad 
ready  for  the  purpose. 

This  frolicsome  adventure  soon  became  the  talk  of  the  town,  and  every  body  of  our 
acquaintance  passed  their  jokes  with  us  upon  it ;  but  the  best  part  of  the  story  is,  that  several 
Aayt  after  thrsupper,  the  noble  dupe  waited  upon  the  chevalier  to  express  his  regret  at  not 
having  got  Midas  to  turn  some  silver  into  gold  for  him  ;  when  Bruges,  who  was  always  on  the 
qmi  vive  to  make  the  most  of  circumstances,  fell  into  the  humour  of  the  thing,  and  promised  to 
get  an  application  made  to  Midas  on  the  subject  of  his  noble  friend's  desire.  The  result  of  all 
which  was,  another  supper  party  assembled  in  the  well-lit  perfumed  cellar,  at  which,  when 
Snenos  was  half-seas  over,  he  was  called  upon  to  produce  six  bars  of  silver,  which  luid  been 
procured  by,  and  brought  with  him,  for  the  express  purpose ;  and  I  produced  my  wand,  with 
a  tonch  of  which,  and  certain  accompanying  sleight  of  hand  tricks  practised  by  the  chevalier, 
the  bars  of  silver  apparently  were  transmuted  into  the  like  number  of  golden  bars ;  and  in  due 
tfane,  the  happy  Silenus  was  borne  away  from  the  feast,  thoroughly  inebriated,  to  be  conveyed 
home,  with  six  shining  bars  of  gold>like  looking  metal  as  his  companions  in  the  coach. 

I  remained  not  at  Marseilles  to  witness  the  denouement  of  this  adventure  with  regard  to 
the  apparent  transmutation  of  the  precious  metals,  for  on  the  morning  after  the  last  feast  in 
onr  Elysian  shades,  my  wife  and  I  departed  for  Genoa ;  but,  certainly,  should  the  hypochon- 
driac not  have  attempted  to  turn  his  yellow  bars  into  money,  much  time  may  have  elapsed 
before  his  eyes  became  opened  to  the  baseness  of  the  metal.    * 

CHAPTER     XXIV. 

<'  On  the  rmlliBif  •mil 
The  faminff  fory  fall*,  »nd  in  one  golf 

Of  lotti  ruin,  honoar,  virtue,  pleoe,  .f 

Ftmm4a,  familie*.  end  fortune,  headleng  foil.  * 

"  Arconed  gane  i  thoo  wtiog'at  the  bitter  drop 
From  gentle  eyes  that  sever  aaw  thee  piny'd. 
And  oft  tte  atinted  meal,  tbe  empty  cap 
llo<^  hungry  hearia  thy  raven  waate  hath  made." 

"  BeligtoD,  viftne,  morals,  all  give  way. 
And  conacience  die»,  the  prostitute  to  play  ; 
Katmlty  ne'er  atenla  one  thoagkt  between. 
Till  suicide  complete  the  fatal  aeene." 

Wb  journeyed  at  a  pleasant  rate  through  the  picturesque  country  between  Marseilles,  one  of 

the  richest  cHiea  of  a  pompous  monarchy,  and  Genoa,  once  the  seat  o{  ^Q\^rcL\&»QX  ^1  ^^ 
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Cunons  republic — ^the  mart  of  eommerce,  and  mistress  of  the  neighbouring  seai.  The  ooimtry 
about  Genoa,  however,  is  barren ;  but  nothing  tends  more  than  want  to  sharpen  the  wits  of 
man,  and  the  Genoese  are  esteemed  a  cunning,  industrious  people,  more  innured  to  hardships 
than  the  rest  of  the  Italians,  which  was  the  character  of  their  ancestors,  the  ancient 
Ligurians. 

At  Genoa,  as  I  have  already  said,  we  intended  to  sojourn  for  a  time,  if  not  to  fix  our  per* 
manent  abode ;  but  had  our  design  been  different,  still  we  must  have  come  to  a  halt  here,  as, 
unfortunately,  my  poor  wife's  health,  which  had  been  declining  for  months,  had  got  so  much 
worse  since  commencing  our  journey,  that  it  would  have  been  impracticable  for  her  to  have 
proceeded  further,  without  first  enjoying  some  repose. 

After  spending  a  few  days  at  an  hotel,  we  suited  ourselves  with  an  elegant  and  most  con- 
veniently furnished  house,  the  property  of  a  young  nobleman,  who,  owing  to  losses  sustained 
at  play,  had  found  himself  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  hiring  out  the  mansion  of  hit 
forefathers,  in  less  than  two  years  from  the  time  of  its  becoming  his  ;  and  here  we  lived  in  a 
style  every  way  suitable  to  my  ample  income. 

He  who  has  sufficient  wealth,  everybody  knows  may  by  hospitality  command  the  best  society, 
and  I  now  lived  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  most  of  the  leading  characters  of  the  place  ;  but 
of  balls,  dinner-parties,  pic-nics,  and  other  such  amusements,  I  soon  grew  weary,  and,  in 
consequence,  turned  my  attention  to  those  diversions  from  which  an  adept  may  derive  profit 
as  well  as  pleasure.  Horse-racing,  the  billiard-table,  and  private  gaming-houses,  now  engaged 
much  of  my  time ;  for,  as  to  public  play-rooms,  none,  save  the  proprietors,  make  any  profit 
there.  They  it  is  who,  with  more  than  Midas's  power,  turn  everything  they  touch  into  gold, 
but,  less  liberal  than  Chevalier  Bruges,  leave  their  dupes  no  kind  of  metal  in  exchange  for 
departed  treasure. 

My  acquaintance  the  chevalier  paid  this  town  a  visit  shortly  after  I  had  fixed  myself  in  it ; 
and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  we,  who  had  quaffed  our  nectar  together  in  the  Elysian  shades, 
with  the  foster  father  of  Bacchus,  resumed  our  intimacy.  Besides,  to  a  man  employed  in  the 
avocations  I  must  plead  youth  and  temptation  for  now  following,  this  knight  of  the  post  pro* 
mised  to  be  a  valuable  associate— one  who  could  well  back  all  my  undertakings  for  gain ;  or, 
if  he  was  not  allowed  to  participate  in  them,  to  often  mar  their  success. 

Chevalier  Bruges  may  be  said  to  have  stood  almost  unrivalled  in  his  profession.  He  could 
shuffle  or  pack  cards  so  as  to  insure  the  object  he  had  in  view ;  and,  when  necessary,  would  pare 
the  skin  from  his  thumb  and  fore-finger,  in  a  way  which  enabled  him,  from  certain  littJe  marks 
he  put  on  them,  to  ascertain  what  cards  he  held  by  their  feel.  Moreover,  at  oil  times  he  was 
provided  with  packs  of  cards,  in  which  the  honours  were  either  a  shade  thicker,  broader,  or 
longer,  than  the  other  cards ;  while,  as  to  dice,  he  never  went  abroad,  not  even  to  church, 
without  carrying  loaded  ones  in  his  pocket ;  and,  when  a  party  had  been  made,  at  which  he 
might  risk  detection,  he  would  attend  it  with  dice  about  him,  which  on  one  side  had  been 
soaked  in  water,  and,  with  a  proficient  like  the  chevalier,  this  answers  nearly  as  well  as  when 
theyhave  been  loaded.  In  fine,  he  was  a  complete  master  of  his  trade — one  who  knew  how  to 
turn  into  certainty  those  gambling  transactions  which  the  uninitiated  believe  are  dependent  on 
chance.  From  the  shuffling  game  of  the  thimble- rig,  to  the  unprincipled  mysteries  practised 
in  horse-racings  all  black-leg  transactions  he  could  successfully  manage,  even  to  the  planting 
of  a  false  tail  upon  a  racer,  which,  however,  was  not  his  invention,  but  borrowed  by  him  from 
a  certain  well-known  English  sporting  lord,  who,  although  sometimes  a  placeman,  and  always  a 
pensioner,  was  of  his  honourable  fraternity. 

My  heart  now  became  contaminated  by  the  gamester'^s  vice-*the  love  of  gain  ;  and  with 
such  a  colleague  as  the  chevalier,  assisted  by  his  professional  friends,  can  it  be  wondered  at 
that  I  added  something  to  my  wealth  ?  But  the  fraternity  the  noble  knight  introduced  me  to 
won  vcr>'  largely,  which  I,  who  played  on  the  square,  could  not  be  expected  to  do.  I  now  saw 
that  games  of  chance  may  be  artfully  managed,  and  the  most  apparently  casual  throw  of  the 
dice  be  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  chicanery  and  fraud.  The  nature  of  cards  must 
be  mixed,  most  games  having  in  them  a  portion  of  skill  and  of  chance ;  since  the  success  of 
the  player  must  depend  as  much  on  thecfaanoe  of  the  dea],  as  on  his  skill  in  playing  the  game. 
But  even  the  chance  of  the  deal  is  liable  to  be  perverted  by  all  the  tricks  of  shuffling  and 
cutting,  not  to  mention  how  the  honourable  player  may  be  deceived  in  a  thoasand  shapes  bj 
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the  craft  of  the  sharper  during  the  playing  of  the  cards  themselves :  consequently,  professed 
gtmUers  of  all  denominations,  whether  their  games  be  of  apparent  skill  or  mere  chance »  may 
be  hustled  together,  as  being  equally  meritorious  and  equally  infamous. 

When  loan  contractors,  or  other  persons  in  the  confidence  of  their  government,  make  a  good 
use  of  the  information  confided  to  them,  by  securing  large  fortunes  to  themselves  at  the  Stock 
Exchange,  at  the  expense  of  those  not  in  the  secret,  the  time-bargains  and  other  transactions 
by  which  their  object  is  effected  are  termed  speculations ;  therefore,  notwithstanding  that  the 
business  I  now  performed  to  add  to  my  wealth  was  less  dishonourable  than  what  is  usually 
done  by  the  aforesaid  personages,  yet,  as  appropriate  to  its  nature,  I  shall  term  mine  a  suc- 
cessful speculation. 

My  snocess  filled  me  with  ardour  for  new  advehtnre,  and  many  persons  became  the  dupet 
of  Chevalier  Bruges  and  his  party,  in  successful  speculations  of  theirs. ,  Indeed  it  was  a  pro- 
fitable game  we  all  played ;  however,  the  sun  of  good  fortune  does  not  always  shioe,  and  he 
wbo  plays  at  bowls  must  sometimes  meet  with  rubbers. 

A  party  for  play  had  been  assembled  at  my  house,  at  which  various  maritime  officers  of 
different  nations  were  present,  from  whom  the  chevalier  calculated  on  gleaning  no  small  gains ; 
but  uoluekfly,  from  imagining  these  gentlemen  were  novices  at  games  of  chance,  he  acted  too 
enguardedly  in  performing  one  of  his  sleight  of  hand  tricks,  and  was  detected  in  the  unfair 
speculation.  Instantly  all  became  uproar  and  confusion,  nor  could  it  well  be  otherwise,  for  a 
large  sum  of  money  lay  deposited  on  the  board,  and  its  fate  was  dependent  on  the  turn-up 
card,  whieh  the  chevalier  had  so  maUadroitly  managed.  Human  life  hangs  by  a  thread. 
Several  of  the  maritime  officers  were  accustomed  to  have  their  own  way,  except  when  under 
the  rod  of  naval  discipline ;  consequently,  it  is  not  to  be  marvelled  at  that  they  almost  simul- 
taneonsiy  seized  upon  the  offender,  when  a  dreadful  scuffle  ensued,  and  he  was  thrown,  or  else 
fell  accidentally,  from  the  veranda  of  the  apartment.  It  was  a  bold  measure  this,  which  would 
have  done  no  discredit  to  a  crew  of  buccaneers.  The  veranda  from  which  the  poor  speculator 
fen  was  at  a  height  of  twenty  feet  from  the  street,  and  he,  unfortunately  pitching  upon  his 
head,  had  his  neck  broken.  I  wished  the  whole  party  far  away,  and  the  deuce  only  knows 
where  they  went,  for  every  one  disappeared  like  lightning ;  and,  what  was  very  unaccountable 
in  gamblers,  such  had  been  the  confusion,  that  some  left  money  on  the  table. 

Let  the  statue  of  honour  be  erected  to  the  man  whose  actions  merit  it.  By  hollow 
liberalism,  and  mad  hunting  sophistries,  and  the  creation  of  uncalled-for  place,  did  not  a 
certain  state  minister  (always  notorious  for  his  jobs)  completely  juggle  a  great  nation,  and 
consequently  after  death  have  his  statue  erected  opposite  the  place,  where,  by  means 
of  his  oratory,  he  imposed  fallacies  upon  the  people  as  so  many  truths  ?  And  do  not  nations 
too  nf^en  erect  statues  to  the  memory  of  defaulters  and  the  unprincipled  ?  Since,  then,  there 
is  a  £ishion  in  all  things,  and  gaming  is  no  bar  to  honours  of  that  description,  should  there  be 
a  subscription  entered  into,  to  erect  a  granite  column  or  a  marble  statue  to  his  memory,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  contributing  handsomely  towards  that  of  Chevalier  Bruges.  He 
was  a  chevalier  tVmdustrie,  it  is  true ;  and  I  have  since  learnt,  defrauded  the  hypochondriac 
Silenns  of  his  bars  of  silver  ;  but  in  vindication  of  my  character,  be  it  observed,  that  at  the 
time  of  our  feast  I  believed  the  transmutation  of  metal  (o  have  been  meant  only  as  a  frolic ; 
yet  wiolffre  all  this,  the  chevalier  was  a  pleasant  companion,  probably  too  as  deserving  of  a 
statue  as  half  the  conquerors  and  monarchs  of  olden  times.  The  manner  of  Bruges's  death 
was  a  bad  affair,  which  might  have  brought  a  slur  upon  my  character  had  I  not  circulated 
money  to  buy  the  services  of  the  journalists  ;  and  although  a  sort  of  inquest  was  held  on  the 
body,  thanks  to  the  newspaper  accounts,  the  world  was  made  to  believe  that,  notwithstanding 
this  catastrophe  had  happened  at  my  house,  I  was  myself  one  of  the  most  virtuous  and  best 
men  in  the  dty. 

There  is  nothing  in  life  helps  a  man  on  more  than  character,  and  yet  as  all  men  are  actors^ 
character  must  invariably  be  false.  The  worse  the  man,  the  better  the  actor,  and  consequentTy 
the  higher  will  his  character  stand.  This  great  truth  was  known  to  Augustus  Caesar,  for  he, 
after  murdering  friends  and  foes  with  a  ferocity  which  would  have  disgraced  Sylla  and  Caiue 
Marias,  thought  fit  to  leave  a  character  behind  him  for  humanity,  and  made  his  courtiers 
great  him  by  loud  plaudits,  at  the  moment  when  his  soul  was  about  takingits  flight  to  futurity. 

After  tfals^  let  none  asperse  the  character  of  Chevalier  Bruges ;  no,  nor  that  of  a  bucca* 
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neer.  The  famous  Teach,  uirnamed  Blackbeord,  was  a  virtuous  man  wheo  brought  In 
comparisoQ  with  Augustas  Cssar ;  yet  no  historiaa  has  passed  enoomittms  upon  the  renowned 
pirate,  who,  to  his  lasting  praise  be  it  mentioned,  though  he  was  a  commoQ  slayer  of  man,  a 
bigamist  with  thirty  wives,  a  violator,  and  a  robber,  yet  was  he  no  impostor !  ' 

The  moral  character  I  had  made  a  purchase  of,  although  it  was  of  a  naiure  to  procure  me 
advancement  in  a  public  situation  under  a  government  where  t^  sceptic  thinks  a  man  can  do 
no  great  good  for  himself,  unless  he  be  an  arrant  impostor,  served  as  an  impediment  to  sucoest 
in  my  way  of  life,  and  I  could  well  have  dispensed  with  it. 

"  Confound  the  character  I  have  got,'*  I  would  often  say  to  myself,  *'  did  a  man  ever  oelbre 
throw  money  away  to  so  foolish  a  purpose  as  I  have  done  in  buying  it  f  Character,  indeed ; 
what  have  I  to  do  with  character  ?  It  is  fit  only  for  a  tradesman ;  but,  if  it  was  transferable, 
I  would  willingly  take  quarter  price  for  it.** 

There  is  no  resisting  fate.  I  set  no  value  on  my  new  character,  yet»  by  a  sort  of  ia£BitnatioB, 
meted  as  if  I  was  desirous  of  preserving  it,  insomuch  as  I  gave  up  holding  card-parties  in  my 
house,  and  carried  on  my  gambling  transactions  elsewhere ;  but  the  more  gaming  is  decried, 
the  better  it  thrives ;  and  as  the  chevalier's  lamentable  death  afforded  matter  for  the  gospel- 
mongers  and  sectarians  to  descant  upon,  so  proportionately  it  brought  more  novices  to  try  their 
fortunes  at  games  of  chance,  ittid  the  g^reater  gains  to  the  fraternity  of  gamesters. 

A  rich  vineyard  was  now  before  them,  and  I  took  especial  care  to  gather  as  fall  a  share  at 
I  could  of  the  prolific  harvest  it  afforded  \  some  professional  playmen,  however,  I  discovered, 
are  not  such  proficients  or  so  successful  as  others,  and  that  these  "persons  are  extremely  addicted 
to  the  practise  of  borrowing.  I  lent  small  sums  to  many  distressed  characters,  but  after  a  time 
left  off  the  injudicious  custom ;  ibr  I  found  that  no  fortune  would  be  large  enough  to  satisfy 
the  wants  of  such  claimants,  and  that  when  men  so  conquer  the  sense  of  shame,  as  to  beeonte 
regular  borrowers  of  money,  the  supplier  of  their  wants  must  be  worse  than  insane  if  he  expects 
in  this  life  to  be  repaid.  My  soul  mvi:^  narrowed  by  avarice,  yet  rational  men  must  applaud 
my  conduct ;  for  it  was  squared  by  that  of  bankers  and  merchants,  who  lend  no  money  without 
proper  security.  Security  forms  all  the  links  of  the  chain  of  credit,  without  it  no  business 
could  flourish. 

h  Spanish  don,  who  had  come  to  Qenoa  on  his  travels,  weU  supplied  with  the  needful,  in 
on  evil  hour  found  his  way  among  our  fraternity,  and  as  he  was  but  a  novice  at  play,  who 
prided  himself  on  his  high  principles  of  honour,  the  result  was  what  might  have  been  expected, 
he  lost  to  the  last  coin  of  his  money.  His  donship,  who  was  a  rigid  Catholic,  appealed  to  all 
the  saints  in  the  calendar  to  help  him  out  of  his  difficulties;  but  they  either  did  not  hear  him» 
or  must  have  felt  no  compassion  for  so  improvident  a  character,  for  certain  it  is  they  brought 
him  no  relief;  yet  the  wits  of  the  place  said  the  saints  were  so  selfish  as  to  let  their  wretched 
votary  bum  away  at  their  shrines  all  the  wax  tapers  he  could  procure.  A  god,  if  he  were  poor 
would  be  despised  in  a  gaming-house ;  and  knowing  this,  the  gentleman's  pride,  backed  by  the 
hopes  he  entertained  of  deriving  assistance  from  the  saints,  kept  him  above  dependence  for  a 
considerable  time  ;  but  during  this  ordeal  his  appearance  gradually  altered  for  the  worse,  till 
from  being  hale,  portly,  and  well-dressed,  he  sunk  into  a  wan-visaged,  lank  personage,  who 
wore  threadbare  greasy  old  garments. 

I  saw  he  bad  sunk  into  a  deplorable  state  of  poverty,  and  when  his  spirit  fras  debased  to  a 
level  with  his  condition,  so  that  he  asked  me  for  assistance,  on  several  occasions  I  befriended 
him  in  a  pecuniary  way.  The  don*s  applications,  however,  became  too  numerous,  and  1  ceased 
administering  to  his  wants ;  but  one  evening,  when  I  was  present  in  the  play-room,  his  despe. 
ration  became  so  great,  that,  on  seeing  a  professed  member  of  the  gaming  fraternity  pocket  a 
handful  of  gold  which  he  had  just  won,  he  whispered  pretty  loudly  in  his  ear,  that  money  ho 
must  have,  and  provided  he  did  not  mstantly  accommodate  him  with  the  loan  of  five  gold  pieces, 
he  would  publicly  expose  him. 

No  gamester  chooses  to  have  his  honour  called  in  question,  and  the  speech  just  made  cer* 
tainly  implied  nothing  favourable  to  the  gamester's  honour ;  therefore,  considering  it  necessary 
to  publicly  notice  the  insulting  insinuation  of  his  opponent,  he  gently  waved  his  hand  towards 
him,  saying,  he  had  ocst  go  home  and  sleep  himself  sober,  before  be  again  came  among 
honourable  company.  '*  Honourable  company  !*'  repeated  the  Spaniard  with  emphasis,  and 
trembliflf  with  passion  while  he  spoke.    **  InAunous  sooundrels  J  dishonourable  ruffians  !  ye  of 
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this  fraternity  all  are.  Heartless  villains !  every  man  of  you  deserving  of  the  scaflbld  f' 
Several  young  heirs  who  were  present  stared  with  astonishment  at  the  uncourteous  address, 
and  happily  for  them  them  lost  no  time  in  pocketing  their  money ;  but  the  gamester  who  had 
aggravated  the  don  to  make  his  invidious  philippic,  rising  from  his  chair  with  the  calmness  of 
'a  judge  going  to  pronounce  an  extreme  sentence,  told  the  offender,  that  provided  he  was  a  man 
of  honour,  he  would  bring  a  friend  with  him,  and  follow  into  the  next  room,  which  said,  be 
himself  quitted  the  apartment,  accompanied  by  a  notorious  duellist.  The  Spaniard  was  in 
much  too  angry  a  mood  to  listen  to  the  language  of  prudence,  had  any  one  been  disposed  to 
preaeh  it  to  him ;  but  we  bad  do  preacher  of  this  sort  here,  consequently  no  attempt  was  made 
to  prevent  him  following  the  challenger  into  an  adjoining  apartment,  which  he  promptly  did, 
aooompanied  by  another  broken-down  Spanish  gambler. 

The  challenger's  second  in  this  duel  was  the  master  of  the  house,  and  he  was  never  without 
proper  arms  by  him,  therefore,  as  soon  as  the  pair  of  dons  had  entered  the  apartment,  he,  fai  a 
meal  businefa-Uke  manner,  wfthont  wasting  a  word  in  conversation,  locked  the  door,  and  laid 
a  braee  of  pistols  and  two  swords  on  the  table,  when  the  Spaniard  being  offered  his  choice  of 
•elected  the  latter,  and  the  parties  set  to  6ghting  with  great  determination ;  but  the 
waa  too  angry  to  eonibat  well,  eonseqaesUy  he  soon  exhausted  his  strength,  and  hia 
atagonlflt  taking  advantage  of  the  drcamstance,  made  a  furious  lounge^  by  which  he  passed 
tbe  potet  of  Ut  sword  throngh  the  don*i  body. 

Tlie  laws  at  Genoa  were  severe  against  doelHlkg,  and  every  one  else  fled  the  scene  of  actios^ 
leaving  me  only  of  the  party  with  the  apparently  dying  man,  whom  feeUngt  of  biunanity  wonkl 
Mt  penait  me  to  forsake  in  Ms  melancholy  sHnatioa ;  but  my  philanthrepy  led  me  into  a 
aerape,  faasmocb  as  the  oAcera  of  juitieo  entered  tbe  hoose  while  I  waa  rendering  service  to 
Ibe  aroonded  gentleman,  and  made  me  their  prisoner.  I,  however,  deeming  Kberty  too  great  a 
treaaora  to  be  wantonly  saerifioed,  bribed  the  chief  poHoemao  with  a  pwrae  of  money,  and  he 
cHnqoeotfy  wioked  at  my  escape,  when  I  at  once  quitted  the  town,  to  stay  retired  in  a 
M%libo«iIug  viUnge,  without  even  revisiting  my  own  mansion  prevleas  to  my  departure 

**  What*!s  the  uHe  of  a  good  character  to  a  man  like  me?'*  said  I,  apostrophizing  while  I  waa 
qoitling  the  city ;  **  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  retaining  it  after  this  new  afidtr,  unleas,  indeed, 
by  making  my  purse  bleed  in  the  way  I  did  before.**  The  don,  though  he  lingered  for  some 
ftee  in  a  very  precarious  state,  eventually  recovered  of  his  woond.  But  the  officers  of  justice* 
dariog  this  period  of  suspense,  strove  to  seowe  my  person,  and  all  the  busy  characters  of  the 
town  said  I  was  highly  deserving  of  blame  in  the  aifeir,  and  ought  to  be  pat  on  my  trial. 

My  good  sponse,  who,  I  have  said,  was  in  a  delicate  state  of  hee^h,  took  to  heart  the 
Olaftroplie  attending  this  new  adventure,  and  as  every  one  who  is  in  trouble  seeks  to  alle- 
viate it  in  the  best  manner  they  can,  she,  poor  woman,  sought  consolation  during  the  time  of 
■y  retirement  from  home  in  the  sweets  of  converse  with  several  staid  ladies  of  her  acqaiot- 


Tliere  is  danger  in  everything.  One  of  these  dames,  a  deHcate,  nervooa  lady,  who  ima- 
gfaied  she  conid  not  exist  without  having  recourse  to  the  use  of  medicine,  b^  whom  the 
learned  discipleff  of  Galen  knew  to  be  a  good  annuitant  to  them,  whom  it  would  be  ruinous  to 
their  interests  to  lose,  in  the  fervour  of  her  zeal  was  constantly  recommending  a  medical 
practitioner  to  my  wife,  who,  she  affirmed,  would  infellibly  restore  her  to  health. 

The  ffamest  mind  is  liable  to  be  shaken  by  persuasion  ;  bnt  in  sickness,  resolution  usually 
departs  from  us,  and  we  become  the  creatures  of  lear.  Poor,  weak,  objects,  ready  to  receive 
the  doctor's  potion.  Mrs  Wlnpenny  was  an  example  of  this,  for  teazed  by  the  importunity  of 
her  wcD-meaoing  friend,  in  an  evil  hour  she  consented  to  call  in  a  medical  practitioner. 

Hie  professional  gentleman  speedily  loaded  the  shelves  of  my  wife's  chamber  with  hit 
■dxtnres,  and  continued  to  send  more  even  when  she  was  on  the  verge  of  the  grave ;  but  at 
leagtli,  finding  her  case  desperate,  he  called  to  his  assistance  a  moat  femons  physician,  and 
tbk  sdentiflc  character  summoned  another  still  more  renowned,  when,  as  if  in  defiance  of 
their  learned  conferences  and  joint  endeavours  to  prolong  the  amiable  woman'a  life,  nature 
^ne  way,  and  ihe  unfortunately  breathed  her  last 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

-  The  pitftare  '■  m  it  ftrat  wa»  dnwa, 
I've  «»ried  neither  sliade  or  fomi. 
And  it  will  pleMe,  I'm  not  %tnid, 
W  hea  lloM  bM  BMUow'd  •vary  ahadA.' ' 

*  How  thiek  and  frieedly  lie  tko  vktaftod  grovM. 
Di«tiafui«lied  oaly  by  •oioe  neulpiiu'd  guide/* 

**  Fatal  eflloetii  of  :nxiiry  and  ease ! 
W«  drink  our  poi«oo,  and  we  eat  diaeaae." 

I  FBLT  sincerely  grieved  at  the  death  of  my  wife,  who  certainly  was  aii  ezceileot  woman,  and 
had  acted  with  uniform  kindness  towards  me.  By  her  decease  I  became  absolute  master 
of  all  her  property*  and  what  appeared  to  me  surprising,  although  she  had  distant  relations 
Uvtog  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Genoa,  she  never  by  word  of  mouth,  or  written  document,  had 
expressed  a  desire  to  me  to  bequeath  them  anjrthing ;  however,  oa  reflecting  upon  the  cir- 
cumstance of  my  having  possession  of  the  whole  of  her  estate,  I  resolved,  in  honour  to  her 
memory,  to  divide  a  certain  sum  amongst  her  relatives.  Accordingly,  I  invited  them  to 
the  funeral,  and  afterwards  distributed  three  thousand  ducats,  in  sums  proportionate  to  their 
consanguinity,  giving  them  to  understand  that  in  doing  this  I  only  fulfilled  her  wish. 

The  funeral  being  over,  and  my  affairs  in  Genoa  satisfactorily  settled,  I  called  upon  the 
Spanish  gentleman,  mentioned  as  having  lost  his  money  at  play,  and  been  wounded  in  his 
duel  with  a  gamester,  and  proffered  him  pecuniary  assistance —an  offer  he  availed  himself  of, 
which  afforded  me  much  pleasure,  as  happily  I  had  now  become  a  changed  roan,  inasmuch  as 
the  detestable  passion  of  avarice  had  lost  its  hold  on  my  soul :  this  was  a  reformation  for 
which  I  partly  stood  indebted  to  my  altered  feelings,  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  my  wife ;  yet, 
what  may  seem  strange,  I  was  still  deeper  indebted  for  it  to  tbe  perseverance  of  my  Kentish 
servant,  in  forcing  upon  me  his  excellent  advice,  however  disinclined  I  might  be  to  receive  it. 

My  conduct  with  regard  to  my  wife,  to  whom  I  gave  a  superb  funeral,  made  me  become  a 
favourite  with  the  fair  sex,  and  my  generosity  shown  to  her  relatives,  and  also  to  the  unfortu- 
nate Spaniard,  entirely  changed  the  public  opinion  regarding  me ;  insomuch  that  I,  whose 
character  had  been  thought  disreputable,  suddenly  grew  into  considerable  favour ;  notwith. 
itanding  which,  I  considered  it  the  best  policy  to  quit  the  republic  of  Genoa,  the  country  of 
the  great  Columbus ;  and  I  decided  that  my  next  place  of  abode  should  be  the  city  of  Parma. 

My  servant  Monday,  who  had  often  gone  to  great  lengths  to  break  me  of  my  growing  in- 
clination for  play,  I  found  to  be  a  young  man  of  determined  probity,  who  had  been  well  edu- 
cated  by  bis  father— a  poor  curate ;  therefore,  now  that  I  was  a  single  man,  I  made  a  complete 
alteration  in  my  establishment,  by  promoting  this  deserving  person  to  the  ofllce  of  my  secre- 
tary, and  discharging  the  rest  of  my  establishment,  except  one  lackey.  By  the  arrangement 
now  made,  I  relieved  myself  from  much  trouble  for  what  are  unnecessary  servants  but  so 
many  plagues  ?  Ah,  and  so  many  masters  too,  when  the  proper  master  relaxes  in  his  autho- 
rity :  this  the  famous  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  who  could  himself  so  well  lay  down  rules  for 
tbe  guidance  of  others,  to  his  cost  found  to  be  the  case,  when  to  pamper  his  menials  he  hud 
stooped  to  take  bribes,  and,  consequently,  got  himself  turned  with  ignominy  out  of  his  high 
ofllce ;  and  that  a  single  servant  is  better  than  a  host  of  them,  was  the  opinion  of  that  keen 
observer  of  his  species,  commonly  called  Old  Elves,  the  miser,  when  he  declared  that  the  man 
who  would  have  his  business  properly  done,  must  keep  only  one  domestic,  for  that  if  he  has 
two  or  more  it  will  be  badly  done.  Besides,  m  promoting  Monday  to  be  my  secretary,  I 
•toured  to  myself  a  pleasant  and  facetious  companion,  who  was  very  capable  of  giving  me 
instruction  in  many  things ;  and  this  last  was  a  grand  point,  inasmuch  as  I  felt  very  desirous 
fif  obtainmg  knowledge,  and  being  sensible  of  the  want  of  education  in  my  juvenile  days,  was 
•Iwajrs  indefatigable  in  my  endeavours  at  learning,  having  constantly  engaged  masters,  and 
devoted  several  hours  a  day  to  study,  wherever  I  -lived,  from  the  time  when  I  resided  in  New 
York  to  the  epoch  in  question ;  and,  thanks  to  my  perseverance  in  study,  and  aptitude  at 
aoQuiriog  languages,  I  coukl  now  speak  something  of  Italian  and  French,  as  well  as  Spanish. 
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We  bad  a  deUgfatfbl  joaraey  to  Piurma,  aod  highly  was  I  gratUI«d  io  viewing  the  Alpi» 
where  they  begin  to  riio  near  the  mouth  of  the  Var,  on  the  Gulf  of  Genoa— these  truly 
B^estic  mountains,  which  tenninate  near  the  Adriatic,  after  running  a  course  of  nearly  seven 
hundred  miles.  At  Parma  I  took  lodgings  at  the  house  of  a  staid  matronly  lady  of  fifty,  and 
bad  the  great  good  luck  to  form  an  aoquaintanoe  with  a  justly  celebrated  Dutch  physician, 
named  Von  Drick,  who  likewise  lodged  in  the  house.  He  had  come  to  Parma  for  the  benefit  of 
bis  health,  and  had  been  sojourning  here  scTerol  months ;  his  brother  physicians  having  recom- 
mended the  mild  Italian  air  as  the  best  auxiliary  to  the  old  gentleman's  constitution,  after  a 
recent  attack  of  illness,  brought  on  by  cold  caught  in  an  observatory,  when  watching  the 
planets  on  a  winter's  night ;  for,  besides  being  a  physician,  this  enterprising  scholar  was  an 
adept  in  astronomical  knowledge,  and,  what  was  of  more  consequence  to'  me,  he  was  an  admi« 
tMb  oompanion,  who  undertook  the  office  of  showing  me  what  was  remarkable  in  and  about 
Parma.  A  day  or  two  after  our  arrival,  my  secretary  and  I  being  out  perambulating  the  city 
with  him,  he,  after  having  made  the  observation  that  he  felt  fatigued,  as  his  legs  were  not  so 
young  or  powerful  as  they  had  been  a  quarter  of  a  century  before,  proposed  conducting  us  to 
an  exhibition  of  pictures,  where,  he  said,  he  should  be  enabled  to  rest  his  jaded  limbs,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  gratified  his  sight  by  viewing  some  highly  esteemed  paintings,  as  excel- 
lent, he  added  laughingly,  as  some  which  were  baptised  by  Pope  Benedict  the  Third. 

**  The  proposition  was  readily  agreed  to,  and  our  party  proceeded  to  the  place  in  question, 
when  Myi^e^r  Von  Drick,  stopping  just  within  the  exhibition-room  door,  invited  our  attention 
to  a  duster  of  four  persons,  who  stood  intently  engaged  in  examining  a  picture,  at  a  remote 
part  of  the  gallery. 

••  There,"  said  he,  "  you  behold  one  of  the  genuine  pictures  of  life." 
**  With  the  primest  spy-glass  ever  manufactured  by  Dolland,  I  couldn't  make  out  which  of 
these  many  pieces  of  handicraft  is  better  than  the  one  alongside  of  it ;  for  d'ye  see,  sir,  paints 
and  patchwork  make  a  craxy  old  frigate  look  new  and  handsome  to  the  eye,"  observed  Mon- 
day, with  a  smile. 

**  YoD  mistake  me,**  answered  the  physician,  **  1  spoke  of  a  picture  of  life,  not  a  painting 
upon  canvass.  Yonder  group  consists  of  three  rogues,  who  call  themselves  connoisseurs  of 
paintings,  together  with  theb*  dupe,  a  man  in  all  respects  as  roguish  as  the  connoisseurs-., 
although,  in  this  instance,  deservedly  the  victim  of  his  own  avariciousness ;  but  indubitably  in 
this  world  there  is  a  moral  principle  at  work,  which  sooner  or  later  makes  injustice  the  parent 
of  its  own  punishment :  however,  to  bring  a  long  tale  into  narrow  bounds,  it  will  suffice  to  tell 
that  this  dupe  is  an  English  tutor,  who,  after  practising  innumerable  tricks  at  the  expense  of 
Ids  country  people,  contrived  to  take  French  leave  of  his  native  land  with  no  less  than  five 
thousand  pounds  in  his  pocket,  belonging  to  a  charitable  institution,  of  which,  by  his  devout 
conduct,  shown  in  regularly  attending  divine  service  at  a  dissenter's  meeting-house,  he  had 
got  himself  appointed  the  treasurer.  Besides  which  booty,  he  crossed  the  British  Channel 
with  two  thousand  pounds*  worth  of  jewellery  in  his  possession,  the  property  of  divers  trades* 
men,  who  had  unhesitatingly  intrusted  this  saintly  character  with  it,  on  his  promise  to  show 
the  same  to  an  old  dowager  of  title,  one  of  his  patronesses,  and  exert  his  persuasive  powers  to 
get  her  to  purchase  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  jewels ;  in  which  case,  the  honest  traders  were 
to  allow  this  agent  of  theirs  a  commission  of  twenty-five  per  cent  on  the  produce  of  the  goods 
vended  by  him. 

**  With  a  heavy  pocket,  but  a  light  heart,  the  conscientious  tutor  arrived .  in  Paris,  where, 
by  means  of  tricks  practised  in  gaming,  he,  after  playing  for  two  years,  succeeded  in  more 
than  doubling  his  property ;  but  the  hero  being  now  detected  in  the  act  of  cheating,  was 
kicked  out  of  a  numerous  company,  and  in  consequence  of  this  insult  and  exposure,  found  it 
requisite  to  quit  the  metropolis  of  France,  without  venturing  to  show  his  fkce  again  among 
tlie  playing  world. 

**  He  who  possesses  wealth  in  abundance,  and  keeps  himself  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  law, 
may  set  the  whole  world  at  defiance.  This  gentleman's  company  has  been  much  courted  ever 
^nce  he  has  been  here,  and  to  this  city  it  was  he  came  immediately  after  his  flight  from  Paris ; 
but  over-covetousneu  will  soon  be  the  means  of  stripping  him  of  his  wealth,  when  he  will 
have  nought  save  unavailing  regret  to  remember  it  by.  In  fine,  after  ^th«rlQ%«.l«^^oaDA 
together  by  fraud,  he  has  become  a  dupe  to  the  tcoundreU  i^a:^^^  %x«KQi6^'Vam\  >^vi  \a:<(^ 
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nqoeedffl  in  gtttipg  kin  to  1^  oat  bii  mootj  im  pieturc^  porobuad  o*  fh»  itrsngfli  •/  fheir 
judgment,  and,  moreover,  madt  bim  believe  tbat  en  tbe  eaie  ef  then  be  will  leebie  a  profit 
of  two  or  three  hundred  per  oent. 

**  Almoft  tbe  whole  of  the  ci-^lwant  tutor's  capital  is  now  iarested  in  this  way,  and,  howu 
ever  incredible  it  may  seem,  be  is  taught  to  believe  his  paintings  are  tbe  works  of  the  betl 
masters ;  indeed,  such  is  bis  weaknee  on  this  bead,  that  thinking  they  cannot  saffidently 
ornament  the  walls  of  their  palaces  without  having  recourse  to  bim,  be  lives  in  hourly  ezpee* 
tation  of  receiving  tenders  of  large  sums  for  some  of  his  daubs  from  royal  and  other  iUnstrioua 
personages  of  Europe;  yet»  in  plain  truth,  most  of  his  paintings  are  so  bad,  as  scarcely  to  bo 
worth  the  frames  whioh  contain  them,  and  asturedly,  if  they  shoukl  be  brought  to  tbe  bammei^ 
tkey  will  produce  only  a  smaU  per  centage  on  tbe  cash  be  has  expended  on  them.  The  con- 
noisseura,**  added  tbe  physician,  **  have  done  their  work  a  mtneiUet  in  return  for  the  douceur 
of  twenty  per  oent  they  receive  on  the  purchase  money  of  pictures  bought  bj  their  dupe; 
however,  now  that  Fve  given  you  an  insight  into  the  art  and  mystery  of  coonolsseunbip,  «• 
shall  do  well  to  go  and  seat  ourselves  near  to  tho  party,  that  we  may  benefit  by  their  critical 
observations  on  painting^** 

Accordingly  we  seated  oarselvea  on  a  beneb^  at  a  proper  dUtanoe,  to  overhear  what  the 
connoisseurs  miglit  say,  and  were  gratified  by  Ksteniog  to  tho  IbUowbig  diMxnirso:— 

*<  See  the  exquisite  beauty  of  this  attitude,**  said  one  lisUow,  pointing  with  a  pencil  to  the 
Uniba  of  a  male  figore ;  ""bow  plainly  it  shows  tho  aotfen  in  which  tbe  man  is  engaged ;  boir 
perfect  must  be  the  pdnter's  knowledge  of  ponderatioo,  and  all  that  refers  to  the  centre  ef 
gravity.  He  has  not  departed  firom  probability,  but  supported  the  character  of  his  figure^  aa4 
diffhsed  wonderful  beaaty  over  its  action." 

**  See  the  casting  of  the  draperies,**  observed  a  second  oonaoisseor;  **do  not  the  folds 
appear  rather  tbe  result  of  chance,  than  ef  labour,  ftvdy,  or  art?  This  style  of  paintii^, 
with  truth,  is  denominated  the  grand;  the  folds  of  tho  draperies  are  great,  and  few  aspossible»> 
because  their  rich  simplicity  is  more  susceptible  of  great  lights.  Good  heavens  I  what  aa. 
oiror  some  painters  fall  into  by  designing  draperies  heavy  and  cvmbersome,  when  they  ought 
to  suit  the  figures  with  a  combiaation  of  grandeur  and  easeu  Contrast*  order,  and  variety  of 
folds  and  stufi  constitute  the  elegance  of  draperies;  and  diversity  of  oolours  in  those  stnflk 
oontribute  to  the  harmony  of  the  whole." 

**  How  admirably  tbe  diiaro-scuro  is  oontrived,"  said  tbe  third  puffer ;  **  hf  what  artfbl 
management  tbe  lighta  of  tbe  several  objects  are  thrown  on  one  side,  and  their  darkness  on 
tbe  other." 

«*  Tbe  picture  is  charged,"  said  tbe  first;  **the  exoesses  somewhat  adulterate  the  truth; 
yet  they  cannot  but  be  commended,  for  they  soften  many  things  to  the  eye." 
The  contour  is  judiciously  managed,'*  observed  the  second. 

It  has  marks  of  age  equal  to  pictures  done  in  distemper,"  said  the  third,  *<and  yet  it 
fxp^*^  none  of  the  dryness  of  the  early  painters  in  oil." 

^  The  costume  shows  the  action  to  have  passed  at  Athens,  and  the  people  to  have  been 
barbarians,"  said  the  first 

^  On  the  whole*  the  design  may  be  pronouneed  elegant,  and  tbe  perspective  good,*'  observed 
tho  second. 

**  The  painter  is  happy  in  giving  grace  to  bis  picture,"  said  the  third. 

**  Although  the  artist  has  adhered  to  nature  and  truth  hi  most  parts  of  his  fine  picture, 
yet  there  is  a  touch  of  the  grotesque  in  yon  distance,"  rtgoined  the  seeond,  pointing  with  bio 
finger. 

**  This  painter  has  all  the  elegance  of  Correggio,  without  a  touch  of  bis  incorrectness  of 

design,"  said  the  first 

**  What  expression  is  shown  in  that  female  face,"  exclaimed  the  second. 
*'  'T!s  incomparable ;  agitation  is  strongly  marked  there,"  said  the  third. 
^  I  much  admire  the  contrast  in  tbe  position  of  those  figures^'*  observed  tbe  first  eon* 
nolssenr,  pointing  to  two  of  the  group. 

**  The  nainter  may  be  saki  to  show  correctness,"  added  tbe  seeond. 

looal,**  said  the  third. 

k  eieellenft,"  itMikedlfaa  filit 
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"'The  rfte  weD  ebofeD,**  taid  the  second. 

"The  oaiKae  is  admirable ;  'tU  fine  as  it  can  be  drawn/'  observed  tbe  tbird. 

To  relate  more  of  tbis  conversation  is  unnecessary,  it  being  sufficient  to  say  the  con- 
surs  carried  their  point.  They  even  ahurmed  the  tutor's  fears,  by  telling  him  an  English 
was  desirous  of  parehasing  the  picture,  and,  in  short,  so  worked  upon  him,  that  be 
deputed  one  o^hls  fraternity  to  make  an  offer  on  bis  part  of  two-thirds  of  the  price  asked  for 
tbe  painting ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  fnake  it  his,  in  return  for  one  thousand  pounds. 

TMs  was  the  last  thotisand  this  speculating  gentleman  had  to  dispose  of,  for  fourteen  had 
been  already  paid  away  for  pictures ;  and  though  the  owner  of  the  one  now  bid  for  had  put 
tlw  Bominal  price  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  upon  it,  the  intrinsic  value,  or  rather  market- 
Iprice  of  the  same  being  otdy  lomewbere  about  fifty  pounds,  caused  the  tutor  to  have  his 
fnaeety  offer  accepted,  and  the  painting  consequently  added  to  his  other  purchases. 

Id  oooelnding  may  be  mentioned  here  some  events  which  subsequently  befel  these  picture- 
inili  1 1,  and  idso  their  dupe  on  tbe  present  occasion. 

The  connoisseurs,  after  achieving  this  successful  feat,  in  alt  Parma  were,  unable  to  procure 
another  wealthy  dupe  to  their  snares ;  therefore,  after  making  vain  efforts  in  severed  other 
ioiTM  of  Italy,  tliey  proceeded  to  that  never-failmg  mart  for  designing  characters — the  British 
netropolis.  There  they  speedily  found  employ  for  their  ingenuity.  A  sort  of  an  old  woman, 
a  military  baronet,  notorious  for  ignorance  of  bis  profession,  exemplified  at  the  expense  of  his 
comitry,  by  bis  blundering  mistakes  when  commanding  an  army,  but  who  possessed  more 
money  than  wit,  engaged  tbem  in  bis  service,  that  he  might  benefit  by  their  advice  when 
advgibg  his  collection  of  pictures,  and  by  their  assistance  this  job  was  executed  so  very  judl- 
liwailjr.  that  the  generars  heir-at-law  deplores  the  hour  his  weak  ancestor  became  known  to 
•orwiy  connoisseors. 

As  to  tbe  tutor,  bis  buoyant  hopes  soon  gave  way  to  despair.  Disappointment  and  poverty 
bis  eyes  to  admit  tbe  light  of  truth,  and  he  became  thoroughly  sensible  that  the  poten« 
of  Europe  conld  sufficiently  adorn  the  walls  of  their  palaces  without  having  recourse  to 
■Ms  pietares.  Uoforttiaately,  however,  for  him,  the  restoration  of  reason  on  this  point  was 
by  a  return  of  his  inclination  for  gaming,  and  he  visited  the  tables  of  play  in  the 
of  gathering  together,  at  the  expense  of  persons  less  designing  than  himself,  a  sum  equal 
to  iriiat  be  bad  lost  by  his  pictures.  Fortune,  true  to  her  accustomed  way  of  treating  dis- 
tftaed  mortals,  proved  ioimioal  to  his  views,  and  our  tutor  got  stript  of  the  last  shilling  of 
-bisVMmey,  when,  as  a  dernier  resonree,  he  sent  his  paintings  to  an  auction,  and  in  conformity 
to  Mynheer  Voa  Drick's  pn^beey,  received  back  somewhere  about  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
af  what  they  cost  him. 

Thb  supply  disappointing  tbe  gentleman's  expectations,  he  made  a  desperate  effort  at  tbe 
ganlng-table,  and,  to  use  tbe  language  of  a  gamester,  "  got  cleaned  out ;"  after  which,  he 
contrived  to  get  himself  conveyed  to  England  as  a  pauper,  where  settling  himself  in  a  country- 
town,  bis  psalm-singing  countenanoe  and  sanctified  air  so  won  upon  the  hearts  of  the  congre- 
gation at  a  roeeting*house,  which  be  never  failed  attending,  that  they  appointed  him  their 
-dofk  ;  bat  farther  honoon  certainly  await  him,  as  several  wealthy  dowagers  have  voluntarily 
iiiliad  to  be  Us  securities,  and  the  whole  of  the  congregation  promised  to  support  him  on  the 
fadHot  at  an  approaching  eleetion  forttie  office  of  tax-gatberor ;  some  other  good  dames,  how« 
ever,  insist  upon  it  that  our  tutor  shall  become  a  preacher  of  tbe  Gospel,  for  they  say  they 
ItMw  ba  It  bom  to  be  a  shining  light  to  tiie  people. 

Mooday  bad  no  sooner  retired  from  tbe  picture  gallery,  than  he  broke  out  in  violent  invec- 
tfias  against  the  connoisseurs  and  their  dupe.  **  What  a  lubber  the  chap  must  be  to  give  a 
Ibanaad  pooads  fMr  a  bit  of  daubed  canvass,"  exclaimed  he,  shrugging  his  shoulders.  **  An 
dd  waadan  bead  of  a  ship  is  better  than  bis.  Who  in  his  senses  would  be  bamboozled  out  of 
his  money  by  four  common  pnffbrs  ?  However,  after  all,  it  cheers  the  honest  heart  to  see  the 
fOBal  paid  fii  his  own  coin.  He  had  a  Roland  for  His  Oliver.  He  bamboozled  the  public 
aharity,  as  well  as  tbe  jewellers,  oat  of  their  property,  and  now  be  is  properly  bamboozled 
MHselt"  ^You  have  justly  remarked,"  said  I  to  the  physician,  «tbat  tbe  characters  we 
fme  so  roceatly  qnittod,  famish  a  ganuioe  pioturo  of  Hfe." 

^  Over-cofetoaaaesa,  ^ir,  generally  bants  the  bag,"  rosmrked  my  ascretarY  wltb  «.«cqSS^ 
te  thaJsloariair  ^7*  Mynheer  Von .  J>riok,  accoinpaa'\ed\yf  %  fttVMt  fid  \Sbia  tASKi^Q^>s!etARA^ 
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his  acquaintance,  took  my  lecretary  and  me  to  visit  an  Englishman,  residing  several  miles  from 
Parma ;  and,  as  the  weather  was  beautiful,  and  the  old  gentleman  thought  walking  exercise 
would  be  beneficial  to  him,  we  were  induced  to  make  our  little  journey  on  foot. 

We  had  not  proceeded  far  from  the  town,  ere  the  farmer,  pointing  to  a  yew  tree,  in  a  burial- 
ground,  said,  **  Beneath  yon  tree  sleeps  my  worthy  uncle,  and  there,  my  friends,  at  some  future 
day,  shall  I  near  to  him  be  taking  my  lasting  repose.*'  *'  Ha,  my  friend,"  observed  the  physi- 
cian, "  even  so  must  it  be  with  us  all.  Death,  then,  is  a  suitable  subject  fur  meditation ;  in 
the  royal  palaco  and  in  the  poor-house,  in  the  hall  of  festivity  and  in  the  dwelling  of  wretch- 
edness, ia  the  prison-house  and  in  the  bed  of  down,  it  is  an  oft-recurring  object ;  the  perusal 
of  gravestones  affords  the  best  check  for  a  fit  of  ambition."  "  Yes,"  remarked  my  secretary* 
*'  death  shows  the  vanity  of  human  projects ;  blasts  man's  fondest  hopes,  and  cuts  off  his 
career  in  the  sunshine  of  his  glory.  Like  the  liquid  tract  left  behind  her  by  a  vessel  sailing 
on  her  course,  so  the  grave  of  man  smooths  over,  and  the  life  of  the  one  and  the  tract  of  the 
other  are  alike  forgotten.'*  "  Death  is  the  universal  doom,"  rejoined  Von  Drick ;  *'  its  empire 
extends  over  every  class,  denomination,  and  sex ;  its  summons  demands  prompt  attendant* 
and  its  edict  it  urrevooable.  Of  all  tyrants.  It  b  the  only  one  mortality  finds  no  possibility  of 
hiding  itself  from.  Death,  however,  is  just.  He  who  longest  escapes  from  its  embrace,  it 
doomed  to  the  greatest  portion  of  misery ;  yet  death,  in  its  perfect  justice,  spares  no  class  of 
mortals ;  but,  as  the  Latin  poet  quaintly  says-» 

•  With  equal  paoe,  lipartirt  fkte 
Knoclui  at  the  paUce  and  the  ootlafe  gate. 

<*  Happily  for  the  broken-hearted,  the  incurable  sick,  and  many  other  sufferers,  it  is  even 
so,"  said  the  farmer.  A  silence  of  some  minutes  followed  the  last  observation,  when  our  party 
having  approached  near  to  the  churchyard,  beheld  a  young  man,  seated  upon  the  ground,  at 
the  head  of  a  newly  sodded  grave.  *'  The  grave  is  a  test  of  affection,'*  now  observed  the 
physician ;  **it  is  the  ordeal  for  trying  the  sincerity  and  fervency  of  our  passions,  lliat  younf^ 
man,  in  all  probability,  is  a  lover,  and  his  mistress,  who  late  was  blooming  and  kind,  lies  b«neath 
yon  turf  food  for  loathsome  worms.  In  fine,  the  grave  makes  manifest  whether  the  soul  really 
cherishes  a  fond  regard  for  the  memory,  or  feels  cold  indifference  at  the  loss  of  the  departed.*" 
*<  Right,  my  friend,  is  your  coDJecture,"  replied  the  Avmer.  **  Yon  youth  loved  a  fair  maiden, 
the  belle  of  a  neighbouring  lillage ;  he  courted  her,  his  vows  were  accepted,  and  the  day  wae 
fixed  upon  for  their  marriage,  when,  unfortunately,  his  betrothed  eaught  the  scariet  fever, 
which  soon  numbered  her  with  the  things  that  have  perished.  Tho  poor  lad  has  been  inconso- 
lable ever  since  the  maiden's  death,  and  the  whole  neighbourhood  feel  pity  for  him,  for  he  is 
one  of  the  few  persons  that  are  beloved  by  every  body ;  moreover,  he  is  a  youth  of  respectable 
talents,  and  has  written  various  pretty  sonnets  to  his  mistress,  which  have  procured  him  the 
title  of  the  village  poet"  "  If  this  be  the  case,**  rejoined  the  physician,  **  we  have  only  to 
substitute  the  word  mansions  for  that  of  nations,  to  say  of  him,  as  of  Orpheus — 

<  LoTe,  ftrong  as  death,  the  poet  led 
To  the  pale  naiittoiu  of  the  dead.* 

Just  as  the  farmer,  who  led  the  van,  was  in  the  act  of  stepping  over  the  stile  into  the 
churchyard,  the  youth  arose  from  off  the  grave,  and  first  casting  a  look  denotive  of  anguish 
towards  us,  intruders  on  his  melancholy  visit,  abruptly  turned  round  and  departed  with  a 
hasty  step,  by  the  opposite  of  the  burial-ground, 

*<  Go,  poor  youth,"  uttered  the  physician,  **  words  of  comfbrt  intended  to  afford  thee  conso- 
lation, would  only  add  to  the  bitterness  of  thy  regret,  which  time  alone  can  subdue.  The 
budding  rose,  snatched  from  thee  by  unsparhig  death,  may  yet  be  replaced  by  a  lovely  flower. 
Vouth  has  everything  to  hope  for."  Sweetbriar  had  been  planted  over  the  maiden's  grave. 
*'  There,"  said  the  physician,  pointing  to  the  prickly  bush,  '*  there  Is  the  true  emblem  of  love : 
the  flower  is  temptingly  sweet,  but  the  thorn  piercingly  sharp  !'* 

From  respect  to  the  farmer  we  all  paused  fbr  a  short  time  at  the  grave  of  his  muclw 
lamented  uncle,  and  while  we  did  so,  the  worthy  man  picked  several  stones  firom  off  the  grass 
growing  over  it,  and  threw  them  over  the  burial-ground  fence.  The  party  of  us  now  pro- 
ceeded on  our  road,  and,  engaged  in  rational  conversation,  beguiled  the  time  away.  **  Age 
steals  upon  man  like  a  thief,  and  infirmities  march  in  its  train  ;  but,  in  spite  of  them  all,  a 
h  d  continued  feast,"  said  the  physician,  musingly,  at  he  trudged  along.    At 
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jengtb,  pointing  oat  a  neat  cottage,  almost  emboBomed  in  trees,  on  a  beautiful  slope  of  ground, 
be  exdaimed,  "  T>iat  is  my  friend's  residence." 

•♦  It  stands  on  a  lovely  spot,"  observed  Monday ;  "  Virgil  nor  Cicero  could  have  chosen 
more  appropriately  for  the  place  of  their  studies.*'  «•  The  learned  men  you  mention  stood  in 
b^b  favour  with  the  great  of  their  days,  and  enjoyed  ample  shares  of  the  rich  gifts  of  fortune ; 
but  ny  friend,  n'ho  is  a  literary  character,  as  were  those  famed  Romans,  and  moreover  was 
bom  and  bred  a  gentleman,  possesses  only  a  bare  competency  to  exist  upon." 

While  Von  Drick  was  yet  speaking,  a  gentleman,  apparently  verging  on  his  fiftieth  year, 
from  behind  a  cluster  of  shrubs  made  his  appearance,  when  bowing  to  the  party,  he  assured  ' 
Mynheer  Von  Drick  that  he  felt  great  pleasure  at  so  unexpectedly  seeing  him  and  his  friends 
at  his  humble  retreat. 

"  My  friends  here,**  said  the  physician,  introducing  Monday  and  me  to  Captain  English, 
**  readily  quitted  the  city  this  morning  to  enjoy  a  country  walk,  and  have  the  pleasure  of 
making  your  acquaintance.' 

**  This  humble  threshold  is  not  often  crossed  by  a  strange  footstep,"  replied  he,  *<  therefore 
the  honour  conferred  on  me  by  your  bringing  friends  here,  will  be  the  higher  estimated ;  but 
ceremony  damps  welcome  ;  come,  let  me  show  you  into  the  cottage." 

His  residence  was  literally  what  the  captain  had  denominated  it ;  even  that  arbitrary 
minister  who  first  taxed  the  windows  through  which  heaven*a  light  finds  its  way  into  the 
the  abode  of  men,  could  have  made  no  more  of  it.  It  was  but  a  eottage ;  yet,  in  its  mistress, 
who  was  the  wife  of  a  gentleman  then  away  from  home,  who  joined  in  housekeeping  with 
Capt^n  English,  it  held  a  treasure  worthy  of  any  palace. 

"  Madam  Susan,"  said  the  captain,  introducing  his  guests  to  this  accomplished  lady,  *<  I 
must  leave  it  to  your  good  offices  to  show  such  hospitality,  as  may  induce  these  gentlemen  to 
visit  us  again." 

**  The  best  this  humble  cot  affords  shall  be  at  the  service  of  your  friends,"  said  the  lady, 
cartseying.  Captain  English  now  gave  us  so  hearty  a  welcome,  that  the  party  accepted  of 
bis  invitation  to  dinner,  and  while  the  meal  was  being  prepared,  we  all  accompanied  our  host 
in  taking  a  rural  walk,  which  proved  highly  gratifying,  for  it  was  over  a  country  beautifullv 
intersected  by  the  varieties  afforded  by  agriculture,  intermingled  with  wood,  and  enriched  by 
a  meandermg  stream. 

"  His  humble  abode  and  narrow  cicrumstances  brought  no  disgrace  on  Fabric! us,"  said  our 
boat,  while  his  guests  were  seating  themselves  at  his  board,  "  therefore,  surely  I  need  moke  no 
apologies,  when  I  place  before  you  the  best  refreshments  this  cottage  affords." 

"  History  allows  no  credit  to  Fabricius  for  epicurism,"  said  I,  smiling,  as  I  viewed  the  neat- 
neu  of  the  dishes  displayed  on  the  board,  and  scented  the  delicious  odours  arising  from  the 
choice  viands. 

The  fair  housekeeper  smiled  at  this  indirect  compliment  paid  to  her ;  but  the  physician 
added  to  it,  by  saying,  that  at  Captain  English's  home,  by  culinary  skill,  the  good  things  of 
life  were  made  the  most  of.  **  This  is  the  handyivork  of  a  good  housewife,  I'll  take  on  me  to 
warrant,"  observed  Monday,  jn  a  half- whisper  to  me. 

«*  By  Uranus,  and  all  the  celestial  planets,  I  vow  these  delicious  viands  endanger  my  life," 
soon  as  he  had  dined,  exclaimed  Mynheer  Von  Drick,  thrusting  his  plate  further  from  him 
with  one  hand,  and  unbuttoning  the  bottom  button  of  his  waistcoat  with  the  other. 

**  A  bumper  of  Burgundy  will  assist  the  gastric  juice  in  digesting  your  food,"  said  his  host 
smiHng,  and  filling  his  friend's  gkiss. 

**  Professed  gastronomers  would  not  be  satisfied  with  paying  a  single  visit  at  this  table," 
was  my  remark  to  the  hostess ;  **  your  cookery,  madam,  would  create  fresh  zests  to  their 
palates." 

**  The  gluttons  would  destroy  themselves  by  eating ;  I'll  warrant  they  would  make  a  Nor- 
wogian  dinner  of  it,"  said  my  secretary,  laughing. 

'*  Permit  me,  sir,  to  inquire  in  what  may  consist  the  peculiarities  of  a  Norwegian  dinner?'* 
adi«d  the  lady. 

"  In  extreme  gluttony,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  madam.  However,  the  better  to  satisfy  your 
cndosity,  I  will,  provided  it  is  agreeable  to  the  company,  give  you  some  little  account  of  a 
Nonregiaa  dinnery  aft  which,  when  a  f  tripiiag,  it  wai  my  \ack.  to  \>%  Ytw^^v:^ 
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Btre  the  geotlenMn  of  the  party  expreMed  a  desira  to  bear  what  the  saOor-aecretary  bad 
to  say,  and  the  lady  assured  him  she  should  feel  herself  much  his  debtor  for  the  promhed 
relation  of  what  happened  at  his  northern  feast,  after  which  he  resumed  as  follows :  — 

**  You  must  know,  madam,  that  when  I  was  a  yoongiter,  learning  the  art  of  seamanship, 
I  was  'prentice  to  Captain  Bowling,  of  the  Water  Lily ;  and  one  voyage,  when  we  were  Ml 
our  way  home  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north,  after  we  had  been  drove  about  by  galea 
from  every  quarter,  and  had  our  bowsprit  snapC  away  by  m  iceberg,  all  the  crew  of  us  were 
made  happy  as  so  many  princes  by  our  reaching  Norway,  ibr  there  we  found  safe  anchorage 
and  good  shelter  from  the  gale. 

"  Now,  madam,  to  give  every  oountry  its  doe,  I  mnit  inform  yon  that  the  Norwegians  are 
an  hospitable  set  of  people,  none  more  so  perhaps  on  the  face  of  our  globe.  Captain  Bowling 
was  invited  to  dine  with  the  governor  of  the  place  as  soon  as  we  had  got  safe  into  port,  and  he 
thought  proper  to  take  me  with  him  to  this  aoblo  oomBiodore%  house. 

**  The  governor,  as  they  call  him,  received  us  very  courteously,  and,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country,  made  us  partake  of  some  braiidy  and  cheese,  as  a  whet  to  strengthen 
our  appetites  for  dinner.  The  cloth  had  been  laid  ibr  oar  meal  before  we  arrived,  and  on  it 
was  displayed  a  plate,  knife  aad  fork,  and  a  wine-glasi,  with  a  bottle  of  claret  beside  it,  for 
each  individual  of  the  company,  while  in  the  middle  of  the  table  there  stood  a  large  handsome 
gUm  castor  of  augar^  omamented  with  a  magnifloeat  silver  cover.  Every  nation  has  Its 
peculiar  customs,  and  the  Norwegians,  I  should  observe  to  yon,  madam,  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  drinking  either  malt  liquor  or  water  with  their  meals,  nor  is  H  customary  with  them  to  faa;ve 
salt  or  inustard  on  the  table. 

**  Soon  after  we  had  done  whetting  onr  appetites,  dinner  was  brought  fn,  that  is  to  say, 
one  dish  at  a  time.    The  6rst  was  a  large  tureen  of  oherry  tonp,  which  is  well  known  to  be  a 
Ikvourite  addition  to  the  dinners  of  the  richer  people,  and,  besides,  a  profusion  of  cherries  and 
milk ;  this  had  in  it  asgo^  claret,  and  raisins,  all  boiled  together,  so  as  to  have  made  a  complete 
mucilage  of  the  mixture. 

We  were  each  of  us  helped  to  two  brimmhig  ta\\  eoop-platea  of  thb  mess,  which  we  ate 
without  knowing  if  anjrthing  more  was  to  come ;  bat  no  sooner  had  the*  tureen  disappeared, 
than  two  large  salmon,  boiled  and  cat  in  siloes,  were  ^ught  upon  the  board ;  and,  as  an 
accompaniment,  came  melted  butter,  mixed  with  vinegar  and  pepper,  which  looked  the  very 
counterpart  of  oiL 

**  Though  it  was  a  queer  mixture  to  look  at,  the  sanoe  served  well  to  make  as  relish  the 
salmon  ;  yet  when  we  bad  with  difficulty  cleared  oar  plates  of  the  large  messes  of  fish  the 
governor  had  given  us,  we  began  to  think  we  liad  taken  cargo  enough  on  board,  and  so  we 
hoped  we  had  seen  the  end  of  oar  dinner ;  but  there  we  were  wofblly  out  of  our  reckoning. 

"  There  was  now  introduced  a  large  tureen,  filled  with  eggs  of  the  goose  or  great  tern, 
boiled  hard,  almost  as  bullets,  of  which,  to  our  diaoomfltnre,  half>a-doten  were  placed  oil 
each  of  oar  plates ;  and  for  sauoe  to  them,  there  was  a  laige  basin  of  cream,  mixed  with  sugar, 
in  which  spoons  were  p&oed  for  the  whole  party,  so  we  all  had  to  eat  it  out  of  the  same 
measure. 

**  When  I  had  distressed  nature  by  forcing  upon  my  stomach  the  grearer  part  of  my  eggs, 
I  begged  to  be  excused  eating  any  more,  and  in  consideration  of  my  being  &  youngster,  was 
allowed  to  give  in ;  bat  the  captain  petitioned  in  vain  to  be  spared  eating  the  whole  of  hia 
monstrous  eggs.  '  You  are  my  guest,'  said  the  old  governor,  *  and  this  is  the  first  time  you 
have  done  me  the  honour  of  coming  here,  therefore  no  excuse  can  be  admitted,  you  must  do 
as  I  would  have  yoa ;  in  fature^  when  yoa  risit  me,  you  may  act  as  you  like.' 

"  The  captain,  finding  there  was  no  remedy  ibr  the  evil,  pat  on  as  pleasant  a  countenance 
as  he  could  under  such  circumstances,  and  with  some  difficulty  contrived  to  force  the  remain* 
der  of  bus  eggs  and  a  portion  more  cream  down  his  throat ;  bat  no  sooner  had  he  accomplished 
this  feat,  than  half  a  well-roasted  sheep  was  brought  in,  with  a  mess  of  sorrel,  dandelion, 
and  scurvy-grass,  which  was  boiled,  mashed,  and  sweetened  with  sugar. 

**  Poor  Captain  Bowling  at  sight  of  these  last  dishes  made  sundry  wry  faces,  and  to  be 
excused  partaking  of  thomrpleoded  U%  age,  and  deelaied  he  had*  already  eat  more  than  could, 
poiiibly  do  blm good ;  but, in spiteof  allhe oooid  say,- be  wesdeomed to seebisplate crammed 
iritb  jDDtton  and  saocc^  and  he  nw  Made  te  get  Ihioogii  II  «§  welts  tweoeM^  yet  etch  pciw 
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s<m*s  allowance  of  any  one  of  the  dishes  we  had  partaken  of,  waa  amply  tuffident  for  the 
dinner  of  a  healthy  man. 

"  A  larg^  dish  of  gauffrest  which  is  a  sort  of  pancake,  made  of  wheat-flour,  flat  and  baked 
in  a  Bonld,  succeeded  to  the  mutton :  these  were  about  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  the  size 
of  an  octavo  book.  The  governor  said  he  would  be  content  if  Captain  Bowling:  eat  two  of 
them,  and  he,  poor  fellow,  was  obliged  to  comply.  Norway  biscuits  and  rye-loaves  served  as 
the  bread  for  our  repast ;  the  aole  drink  wis  daret,  of  whioh  the  captain  was  forced  to  empty 
two  or  three  bottles,  put  in  succession  beside  him. 

"  Coffee  was  served  up  after  the  pastry  had  been  demolished,  and  this  gave  us  hopes  that 
the  feast  would  terminate  here ;  but  it  was  not  ao ;  much  to  the  captain's  consternation,  all 
was  not  over  yet. 

"  A  plate  of  apples  and  a  lai^a  bawl  of  mm  puneh  now  s^ipaared,  when  three  large  apples 
were  forced  on  each  of  us,  and  the  pnndi  was  handed  round  pretty  freely,  in  long  ale  glasses, 
and  a  toast  given  each  time  they  were  filled. 

"  By  the  time  the  bowl  had  got  drained  of  its  contents,  the  captain  was  hard  up,  chock  and 
block,  as  we  sailors  say,  madam ;  indeed,  he  would  not  have  then  known  which  way  the  wind 
Ubw»  eten  tbeqgh  the  compass  had  been  put  before  his  eye*;  and  yet  the  unmerdfhl  old 
governor  threatened  him  with  another  bowl.  Luckily,  however,  at  this  time  one  of  the  boat% 
crew  made  his  appearance,  to  say  the  boat  was  ready»  and  the  rest  of  her  crew  aboard  waiting 
hr  him ;  bnt  notwithstanding  this  agreeable  summons,  and  that  he  felt  he  was  n|gh  bursting 
with  repletion,  my  commander  was  compelled,  by  his  over-hospitable  host,  to  swallow  three  cups 
of  tea  before  he  departed.  '  I  can*t  help  compassionating  your  gorging  aldermen,  whenever 
I  think  of  the  misery  a  man  may  bring  on  himself  by  over-eating,' "  now  said  the  sailor,  laugh* 
ingfy.  **  Captain  Bowlii^  far  example,  was  so  greatly  inconvenienoed  by  his  debaucli,  that  W0 
had  no  little  dilAculty  in  conveying  iUm  to  the  boat,  and  we  were  absolutely  forced  to  hoist 
Urn  aboard  ship.  Three  days  elapsed  before  he  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  iavoluntaiy 
iatemperBaoe,  and  daring  this  time  he  loathed  the  very  sight  of  food ;  but  the  captain  took 
especial  good  care  never  to  venture  putting  his  foot  ashore  again  at  that  place,  and  soon  as  tbe 
l^e  Inllod,  for  fear  of  being  honoured  by  another  invitation  to  dine  with  the  old  commodore, 
he  weighed  anchor  and  put  to  sea,  dedanqg,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  much  rather  bo 
caught  in  another  gale,  than  undergo  the  misery  he  had  endnred  by  going  ashore." 

ffis  female  auditor  thanked  Monday  for  the  description  he  had  given  of  a  Norwegian  dinner, 
and  smilingly  remarked,  that  his  story  afforded  a  convincing  proof  that  hospitality  is  best 
evinced  by  leaving  visitors  to  act  according  to  their  pleasure ;  when,  in  reply,  Monday  said 
that  he  heartily  concurred  with  her ;  and  in  his  opinion,  the  old  proverb  of  *'  enough  being  as 
good  as  a  feast,"  was  a  crazy  one,  inasmuch  as  **  enough  is  a  fieasL*' 

When  the  Me  housekeeper  had  adjourned  to  prepare  coffee,  and  the  gentlemen  wero 
enjoying  themselves  over  some  fine  flavoured  old  wine.  Captain  English,  in  reply  to  a  compIl*> 
ment  the  physician  paid  him  on  the  snugness  and  comfort  pervading  this  sylvan  establishmenf^ 
of  which  be  made  one,  observed,  '*  that  the  life  of  man  is  a  kind  of  dream,  subject  to  this 
remarkaUe  peculiarity,  that  it  depends  mainly  upon  man  himself  whether  his  dream  shall  be  a 
pleasant  one ;  therefore,"  he  addled,  "  schooled  as  he  had  been  to  the  knowledge  of  this  truth 
by  adversity,  reverses  of  fortune,  and  innumerable  disappointments^  it  behoved  him  to  take  a 
page  from  the  book  of  wisdom,  and  make  the  best  of  things ;  following  £pictetus*s  wisa 
muim,  'to  bear  ond  forbear.*" 

**  Tonrs,  my  good  sir,  is  the  true  philosophy,"  observed  my  secretary.  **  Practise  at  all 
times  is  preferable  to  theory.  Out  of  the  multitudes  who  preach  from  pulpits,  or  deliver  dis- 
oonrses  in  senate-houses,  few  are  to  be  found  who  practise  their  own  precepts :  even  Seneoa» 
by  his  conduct,  belied  his.'* 

**  Tour  observations  on  philosophy  are  rigidly  true,"  rejoined  our  host ;  *'  but  as  my 
history  may  not  be  altogether  uninteresting,  I  will,  provided  the  good  company  think  fit  to 
hear  0.  now  relate  the  tale  of  my  misfortunes.** 

We  an  thanked  Captain  English  for  his  agreeable  offer,  and  expressed  ourselves  desirous  of 
tKirihg  his  history,  on  which  he  related  what  follows. 
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CHAPTER  XXVL 

«Il0Bf 

t.  To  hear  tUe  itory  of  vuor  Hie*  wbloh 

Tako  the  ear  aCranfely  I** 

•«  111  deUver  alL" 

.  -^  *<  InaoocBoe,  alive  to  riianM. 

Sinks  down  oppren'd  by  guilt's  mere 
Thoa,  when  the  orb  of  day  doth  riae, 
FloodiBg  with  light,  earth,  sea,  aad  i 
While  loM  pore  objecu  'aoape  the  glo^t 
YieldiBg  theegh  apoOeM  liea  the  anow." 


•«  Aw'd  into patienoe by  ftreah aoOBeaoTlhte 
We  live  too  aooa,  and  leam  to  live  too  late.** 

ZoMaatw  anya,  '<  Aa  opportnatty  for  doing  nfaMhief  oflbro  a  haadred  tiaiea  a  day— ftr  doin;;  good  only 
oBoe  ia  a  ye^  ;'*  therefore  be  advtoci  aian  to  mak.9  aa  early  reparatioa  for  the  wrooga  he  haa  doae  hie 
fellow««aa., 

"  Thx  parentage  of  an  humble  individoal  can  bo  interesting  to  no  persons  save  his  kindred, 
therefore  I  shall  say  no  more  concerning  mine,  than  that  my  father  was  an  English  gentleman 
In  easy  circumstancest  whore  pride  it  was  to  declare  not  one  of  his  ancestors  had  been  a  sine- 
curisti  a  parson,  or  a  law  officer,  nor  in  any  way  fingered  one  shilling  of  the  public  money. 

"  This  parent,  however,  unfortunately  for  me,  died  while  I  was  a  child,  and  a  kind  mother 
had  me  educated  for  some  few  years  at  a  collegiate  school ;  but  this  I  quitted  at  the  early  ag* 
of  fourteen,  to  proceed  to  AfHca  and  the  East  Indies;  of  the  latter,  I  visited  the  chief  city  of 
each  of  the  three  presidencies,  as  also  two  of  those  of  the  island  of  Ceylon ;  but  bad  health 
compelled  me  to  return  to  my  native  land,  at  the  expiration  of  two  year&  Of  my  travels  io 
Africa,  I  recollect  nothing  worthy  of  bemg  made  mention  on  this  occasion 

**  The  war  carried  on  between  France  and  my  native  country  at  this  time  was  waged  with 
vindictive  fury ;  and  after  I  had  got  restored  to  health,  to  gratify  my  wishes,  which  were 
speedily  to  serve  the  state  in  a  military  capacity,  a  commission  in  a  regiment  serving  in  Egypt 
was  purchased;  but,  before  I  could  join  it,  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace  were  signed,  when 
shortly  afterwards,  by  purchase*  I  obtained  a  lieutenancy  in  the  army,  and  was  soon  reduced 
upon  half-pay 

"  The  peace  proved  of  short  duration,  and  eager  for  military  service,  soon  as  war  had  been 
proclaimed,  I  paid  a  round  sum  of  money  as  a  difference  to  get  replaced  on  full-pay  ;  when, 
BOW  under  the  command  of  the  noble-hearted  Sir  John  Moore,  and  other  favourite  officers  of 
the  day,  I  passed  some  of  the  choicest  years  of  my  life.  Promotion  to  a  company  in  a  light 
hifkntry  corps  fell  to  my  lot  after  six  years'  service ;  but  to  this  corps  I  was  destined  to  belong 
fbr  half-a-8corc  years,  and  then,  as  will  be  seen,  to  be  juggled  out  of  active  service  in  the  army. 

**  With  ray  last  regiment  I  served  at  the  taking  of  Copenhagen,  in  the  Spanish  peninsula^ 
the  Netherlands,  and  in  Holland,  and  while  belonging  to  it,  I  was  selected  on  several  occasiont 
to  take  charge  of  the  depdt  oompanles,  and  manage  its  recruiting  service— dutiet  I  fulfilled  so 
highly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  commander-in-chief,  that  he  several  times 
notified  his  approbation  of  my  conduct,  and  frequently  promised  me  promotion* 

**  The  cup  does  not  always  reach  the  lip  for  which  it  seems  intended.  This  was  verified 
in  my  case ;  deceived  by  promises,  and  long  compelled  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  regimental 
dep6t,  1  was  doomed  to  see  sundry  junior  officers  promoted  by  brevet  over  my  head ;  but 
there  was  no  redress  to  be  obtained,  a  military  man's  business  being  only  to  obey. 

**  Little  minds  are'  the  most  vindictive.  A  tyrannical  officer,  whom  I  served  under,  the 
major  of  a  light  infantry  corps,  used  frequently  to  exclaim,  '  O  that  mine  enemy  had  writtea 
a  book.*  This  now  became  my  case.  I  committed  this  egregious  act  of  folly;  insam'ty,  it 
may  be  called,  in  a  military  man  who  aspires  to  promotion.  In  a  word,  a  soldier's  intellecta 
his  military  companions  estimate  according  to  his  rank  ;  therefore,  for  a  junior  officer  to  exe- 
cute any  performance  that  can  be  construed  as  arrogating  to  himself  more  knowledge  than  is 
pr^99ed  bj  Yiii  inperior,  is  a  crime  too  heinous  to  be  forgiven.    I  sinned  twofold ;  I  wrote  a 
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book  of  poetry,  as  alto  one  in  prose ;  the  latter,  too,  was  a  military  one,  and  dedicated,  by  his 
tanctSoo,  to  the  commander-in-cbief. 

**  A  mOitary  expedition,  which  called  for  the  effectiye  soldiers- under  my  command,  being 
ordered  to  Holland,  I  gladly  seized  the  opportunity  of  embarking ;  and  yet  my  health  was 
unequal  to  the  undertaking,  for  I  had  only  recently  recovered  from  a  severe  attaclc  of  dropsy. 
Tile  campaign  which  followed  was  made  in  the  severest  winter  known  in  the  memory  of  man, 
and  though  I  weathered  it,  my  sufferings  from  the  cold  were  most  severe. 

*■  Man  lives  in  blindness  to  the  future ;  yet  my  reward  was  such  as  I  anticipated.  Nothing 
was  actueved  on  this  campaign  worthy  of  winning  the  corporars  stripe  to  a  soldier's  arm ;  and 
yet  such  is  interest,  that  a  captain  under  my  own  command,  many  years  my  junior  in  rank, 
got  himself  promoted,  by  brevet  rank,  over  my  head. 

**  I  complained  not  of  this  grievance,  for  complaint  against  ii^ustice,  inflicted  by  the  hand 
of  miHtary  rule,  I  knew  to  be  unavailing  as  the  wind  wasting  its  strength  against  a  granite  rock  ; 
but  that  no  lair  effort  of  mine  might  bo  wanting  to  gain  promotion,  I  volunteered  my  services 
to  lead  a  storming  party,  and  was  in  consequence  employed  to  command  a  detachment  of 
troops  intended  as  such.  However,  just  as  we  were  on  the  eve  of  assaulting  a  certain  fortress, 
tbe  news  of  Buonaparte's  abdication  of  his  throne  reached  our  army,  and  thereby  spared  mo 
the  mortification  of  then  seeing  another  favourite  officer  or  two  promoted  over  my  head. 

**  Napoleon's  abdication  having  restored  peace  to  exhausted  Europe,  I  obtained  a  few  days* 
kaw  of  absence,  and  presented  myself  at  the  Horse  Guards,  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the 
lenrlee,  wh^re  I  sighified  my  intention  of  retiring  from  the  army ;  but  Sir  Henry  Torrens» 
the  mBitiary  secretary,  reasoned  me  out  of  my  purpose,  by  an  assurance  that  the  com- 
■andeTiJD-ehlef  felt  warmly  inclined  to  serve  me,  and  waited  only  a  feir  opportunity — an 
tssiaraace  backed  by  his  advice,  for  his  words  were  '  for  God's  sake  don't  retire,  you  little 
draan  of  the  honours  awaiting  you  r 

"  I  rejoined  my  regiment  in  Flanders,  and  remained  with  it  until  Napoleon  re«appcarcd  Fn 
Fruee,  and,  like  the  god  of  light,  broke  through  the  clouds  enveloping  him.  At  Menin,  a  flne 
opportanity  was  afforded  me  for  contemplating  the  contemptible  weakness  of  monarchic  power, 
ansopporlcd  by  the  goodwill  of  the  people.  Louis  the  Eighteenth  of  France,  who,  like  the  rest 
offab  fufOj,  eottld  not  be  taught  that  the  more  merit  prevails  over  titles  the  more  flourishing  is 
the  stale,  and  who  only  a  few  days  previous  had  appeared  firmly  seated  on  his  throne,  here  cn- 
tarad  the  Netherlands  a  fbgitive,  with  a  heart  wrung  with  grief  and  tears  streaming  from  his  eyes. 
Forsaken  by  all  bfs  leading  officers  of  state,  who,  apelng  sunflowers,  turned  their  faces  to  the 
invigorating  deity  of  the  day,  the  dccrepid  monarch  had  learnt  the  melancholy  truth,  *  that 
ooortlers  are  friends,  who  inwardly  swear  only  to  flatter  power.' 

**  Every  British  soldier  that  oould  be  spared  from  other  quarters  was  now  hurried  away 
into  BeTginm,  (here  to  be  united  In  one  army  with  the  Dutch,  Hanoverians,  Brunswickers,. 
and  Flemhigt,  to  be  commanded  by  fortune's  favourite,  and  supported  by  armies  of  Prussians, 
Wnitenibergians,  Aostrians,  Poles,  Russians,  Swedes,  Danes,  and  hordes  of  Cossacks,  all 
prepaifag  for  the  field  to  unite  their  endeavours  for  hurling  Napoleon  from  the  throne  on  which 
he  bad  mmolestedly  reseated  hhnselC 

"■  Aaaong  the  troops  wafted  over  the  British  Channel  into  Belgium  were  the  three  bat- 
taSansofmy  regiment,  therefore  the  provisional  one,  with  which  I  had  been  servhig,  being 
^vroMd  of  eompaaies  belonging  to  the  others,  was  now  broken  up ;  but  instead  of  joining  my 
own  battaUon  at  Brussels,  which  was  commanded  by  a  court  favourite,  who,  to  judge  by  his 
oondoet  towards  me,  is  illiberal  and  narrow-minded,  I  was  unexpectedly  sent  to  a  frontier 
town,  to  oAeiate  there  as  a  judge-advocate. 

**  He  who  suspects  not  is  easily  overcome  i  like  an  unskilful  swordsman  he  guards  his  head 
and  receives  a  death-wound  at  his  heart.  In  few  words,  to  sum  up  a  tale  of  complicated 
grievanoes,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  while  I  was  on  detached  duty,  Napoleon  made 
that  rapid  advance  into  Belgium,  which  precipitately  brought  on  the  battle  of  Waterloo ;  and 
that  I,  orfsled  by  the  erroneous  information  given  me  by  ever}*  superior  officer  I  fell  in  with 
on  my  roate  acroaa  the  country,  rcs^i^cting  the  head*quarters  of  an  army,  known  perhaps  to 
BO  mortal  away  firom  them  save  only  those  immediately  to  the  rear,  proceeded  to  the  divisions 
of  troopt  in  position  near  the  town  of  Halle,  Instead  of  to  the  main  army,  with  which  «vv 
happened  to  be  ierving. 
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**  TMs  ontowtfd  event  prevented  me  from  |NUticipatIng  in  the  honours  of  thit  famed 
battle ;  but  though  I  waa  no  more  deserving  of  blame  on  the  occasion  than  I  should  have  been 
if  away  In  the  East  Indies,  It  gave  my  malignant  enemies  a  glorious  opportunity  for  |>ene-. 
cttting  me,  and  this  was  so  efTectually  dene  by  promoting  officers  over  my  head — refusing  mt 
every  kind  of  justice— and  deceiving  me  by  means  of  a  iais?,  though  an  <Jfficial  asaertloi^ 
made  in  the  name  of  my  regimental  commanding  officer— a  man  whom  I  had  met  retirlor 
from  the  battle's  din  with  a  sHght  wound— that  unfortunately  I  became  their  dupe,  and  la  a 
moment  of  faidignant  anger  signified  my  wiOingness  to  quit  the  corps  and  retire  upoa. 
half-pay. 

*  Injustice  always  finds  a  pretext  to  palliate  her  actions.  And  my  case  affords  a  memo- 
rable proof  that  he  who  has  to  contend  with  a  party  or  individuals  more  powerful  than  hlmselC 
should  not  evince  fear  of  them ;  for  truly  (as  the  pastor  of  Isaorens  asserts)  people  in  power 
act  like  dogs,  biting  those  who  retire  before  them,  and  only  barking  at  such  as  pass  on  without 
changing  their  pace.  I  was  not  permitted  to  recall  the  declaration  wrung  from  me  by  fraud* 
ftal  misrepresentation ;  but  with  a  constitution  materially  injured  in  the  service  of  my  country* 
I  now  quitted  a  profession  wherein  long  and  faithful  attention,  active  zeal,  good  conduct,  and 
talent,  too  often  serve  as  subordinate  recommendations  for  obtaining  promotion  when  brought 
in  competition  with  the  fiivour  of  commanders  enjoying  their  temporary  sway.  In  fiict,  the 
tyitem  acted  upon  since  the  unavailing  battle  of  Barrossa,  of  granting  brevet  rank  at  tba 
reeommendation  of  capricious  officers  in  command  over  troops  in  the  field,  is  of  a  nature  to 
destroy  the  military  spirit  by  creating  well-grounded  dissatlsibu^oD ;  indeed,  such  had  been 
my  Ibeling  on  this  subject,  that  had  this  rank  been  proffered  me  out  of  my  proper  tuni,  I 
ahould  have  spumed  it  as  an  insult  on  all  senior  unbreveted  officers  of  my  own  rank. 

^  A  man  who,  confiding  in  his  own  wisdom,  deviates  from  the  straight  path  to  travel  <Mt 
one  be  thinks  points  more  direct  to  his  wishes,  generally  blunders  on  that  which  leads  to  jhia 
disappointment.  None  of  my  many  memorials  to  royalty  and  oomnumders-la-chief  have  been 
of  any  avafl  In  getting  my  wrongs  investigated ;  and  almost  immediately  after  my  quitting  thm 
army,  from  a  circumstance  purely  acddental,  I  was  led  into  speculations  at  the  Stock 
Exdiange,  where  I  was  doomed  to  learn  that  a  man  to  thrive  at  that  sink  of  iniquity,  ought 
to  commence  his  operatkms  without  a  moneyed  capital.  Success  at  the  Stock  Exchange 
rarely  rewards  openness  and  honour,  but  usually  is  the  follower  of  selfish  mi8rq>r«ientatioa 
and  other  low  artifice. 

**  hideed,  of  all  the  species  of  gaming,  that  of  '  time  bargains,*  by  which  the  great  fortunes 
are  lost  and  won  at  the  Stock  Exchange,  is  the  mo^  destructive.  In  its  effects  it  is  even  mor^ 
deadly  than  the  infernal  game  of  roai^  et  noir :  at  the  latter,  the  wretched  victim  can  lose  no 
more  than  the  money  he  has  ready  to  expose  on  the  gaming-table ;  but  *time  bargains'  pra- 
•dpltate  him  into  losses  which  oblige  him  to  sell,  not  only  the  property  he  is  in  possession  o( 
but  that  also  which  he  is  entitled  to  in  reversTon ;  and  when  all  has  been  done,  they  leave  hioa 
a  defiinlter  on  his  speculations,  and  pennyless  for  the  residue  of  his  miserable  life.  This  is  one 
of  the  many  frightliol  consequences  of  a  national  debt ;  and  let  the  culprits  be  who  they  majt 
glad  shall  IIm  to  record  my  opinion  that  the  administration  which  creates  a  never- to-be-pakU 
off  national  debt,  like  Brostratus,  should  be  mentioned  in  history  amidst  flames,  ruiiif 
lamentations,  and  tears. 

**  At  the  time  I  was  deprived  of  my  military  situation  and  right  of  promotion,  I  learnt  tha 
value  of  military  friendship ;  from  that  day  old  brother  officers  and  I  affected  to  have  forgottea 
each  other*s  faces.  A  novice  in  worldly  affairs  might  have  imagined  we  had  all  taken  hearty 
draughts  of  the  waters  of  Lethe ;  for  even  a  politic  general  officer,  who  dined  with  me  only  a 
day  or  two  preceding  our  last  sanguinary  contest,  though  among  courtiers  famed  for  hii 
ctrup  d'ctii,  after  this  event  could  not  discern  me  when  we  ran  against  each  other  in  tba 
streets. 

**  Misfortune  or  loss  seldom  comes  single,  but  one  succeeds  another,  like  the  billows  of  the 
•ea ;  and  in  the  tide  of  misfortune,  men  are  in  a  few  days  more  overwhelmed  by  the  waves  of 
trouble  and  danger,  than' they  can  in  the  ebb  of  many  years  free  themselves  from.  This  was 
my  case  at  the  Stock  Exchange ;  I  was  speedily  stripped  of  all  my  funded  property,  and  then* 
ia  the  vain  hope  of  recovering  my  first  loss,  I  disposed  of  my  land ;  the  produce  of  wUd^  it 

•  to  say,  passed  into  the  same  hands  is  my^other  property.    Now,  I  wu 
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tan^^t  that  misfortune  it  the  tbennoineter  that  marks  the  coldneti  of  friends.     My  moneyed 

acquaintances  suddenly  became  short-sighted,  precisely  in  the  manner  my  military  friends  had 

been  stricken  with  that  deplorable  foiling.     Fortunately,  the  voice  of  reason  now  whispered 

Be  that  the  more  a  man  is  ill-treated  by  the  world,  the  greater  is  the  necessity  of  his  loving 

UmseM^  to  enable  him  to  soar  above  it  and  its  prejudices ;  consequently,  although  the  grievous 

loaes  and  disappointments  I  had  mot  with  could  not  be  othenwise  than  distressing  to  my  mlnd» 

jci,  notwithstanding  I  felt  them  as  a  man,  I  sunk  not  under  them,  but  bore  them  as  a  man 

ought  to  bear  the  galling  burden  imposed  by  trouble.     The  door  of  death  I  knew  was  open  to 

■e  by  suicide,  and  my  opinion  was  that  man  should  either  live  contentedly  or  pass  its  portal ; 

bit  though  I  doubted  my  ability  to  exist  as  that  wise  man  did,  to  an  extreme  old  age,  under 

an  accumnlated  load  of  pain,  afSiction,  and  penury,  yet  I  reverenced,  as  I  still  do,  the  advice 

of  the  stoic  Epictetus,  where  he  recommends  patience  and  forbearance  under  all  pressures  ^ 

an^  therefore,  animated  with  the  hope  of  closing  the  drama  in  a  more  laudable  way  than  by 

fcrdUy  Meeting  the  vital  spark,  1  departed  not  out  of  life. 

"  Patience  not  unfrequently  is  rewarded  with  unlooked-for  success,  and  after  I  endured  my 
■{■fortunes  for  more  than  the  ordinary  term  of  an  apprenticeship,  a  new  era  broke  upon  me, 
vhen  my  private  affairs,  owing  to  the  death  of  a  relative,  were  somewhat  amended ;  but  they 
dlled  me  across  the  Atlantic. 

**  I  now  passed  away  several  years  of  my  life  amongst  the  most  hospitable,  although  the 
■Oit  persecuted  dass,  of  British  subjects — the  planters  of  the  West  Indies.  The  jaundiced  eye 
of  prejudice  is  levelled  at  them,  through  the  misrepresentations  of  designing  sophists,  who 
represent  them  as  barbarous,  for  employing  their  well-paid  labourers  about  six  hours  a  day ; 
yet  these  same  sophbts  are  resolutely  deaf  to  the  bitter  complaints  of  their  own  factory 
ddUren,  toiling  sixteen  hours  per  diem  in  rooms  at  fever  heat,  for  a  few  pence.  Plenty  of 
|Ood  land,  and  liberty  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way,  apparently  are  the  two 
gnoid  canses  of  the  prosperity  of  thriving  colonies ;  but  the  erroneous  system  now  pursued  is, 
graduafly  to  take  the  liberty  away,  and  deprive  the  colonist,  the  only  good  judges  of  their  own 
lAIrs,  of  their  management ;  and  for  what  ?  why,  to  place  all  under  the  guidance  of  an 
obothiate  place-hunting  oligarchy,  thousands  of  miles  distant,  who  know  not  how  to  manage^ 
their  own  poor,  and  are  compelled  to  act  as  overwhelming  petitioners  dictate  to  them.  Nor 
have  they  yet  discovered,  that  if  the  spirit  of  the  slave  emancipation  act  be  good,  their  new 
poor  law  must  be  atrocious. 

"  I  quitted  the  planters  with  painful  sensations,  for  I  felt  that  their  equals  for  generosity  I 
ihoold  never  again  meet  By  way  of  the  United  States  of  America  I  returned  to  my  native 
knd ;  but,  after  sojourning  at  home  for  a  time,  grew  weary  of  compassionating  the  condition 
of  the  namerous  blind,  who,  as  if  in  mockery  to  the  name,  had  once  termed  themselves — my 
friends*,  when  (like  Xerxes,  the  famed  Persian  monarch,  while  reviewing  his  army),  being 
vnable  to  took  at  them  without  having  my  heart  rent  by  feelings  of  pity,  I  came  to  the  resolution 
of  traversing  the  British  Channel,  to  live  as  a  rational  man,  in  peaceful  content ;  and  this 
humble  cottage,  in  which  you  listen  to  my  tale,  is  the  place  which  I  fixed  upon  for  my  residence. 
Adversity,  It  is  said,  blunts  all  the  fine  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  leaves  us  strangers  to  that 
synpaibetie  tie  and  tender  commiseration  which  glows  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  are 
ftmgers  to  its  pangs ;  but  this  assertion  is  falsified  in  my  case,  for  I  am  ever  ready  to 
compassionate  the  unfortunate,  and  relieve  them  to  the  extent  warranted  by  my  means. 

^  Hearen  be  thanked  1  the  precepts  of  philosophy  have  fortified  my  mind,  so  as  to  render 
poweriess  the  sharp  arrows  adversity  has  shot  against  me  ;  and  literary  pursuits,  combined 
with  rational  conversation,  serve  to  make  my  days  glide  rapidly  away.  It  is  almost  incredible 
what  man  nay  accomplish  by  system  and  perseverance ;  I  myself,  in  my  retreat  here,  of  poetry, 
dramatic  irritings,  and  prose,  have  composed  more  than  fifty  volumes  for  the  press. 

"  To  son  up— I  have  thoroughly  satisfied  my  mind,  that  fortune  consists  in  happiness,  not 
in  wealth ;  and  I  honestly  avow,  that  if  I  have  an  earthly  wish  nngratified,  it  is  that,  like 
Gdhser,  the  dethroned  monarch  of  the  Vandals,  I  may  receive  my  bitterest  foe  at  my  gate» 
■id  aftrd  him  hospitality  and  assistance,  when  the  heart-cutting  blasts  of  adverse  fortune 
bwe  driren  him  firom  the  pinnacle  of  grandeur  to  the  extremlty^f  misery  and  want.'* 

(^ptaia  JBngBsh  htTing  eoodaded  this  story,  was  thanked  by  hit  visitors  tor  the  pleasure 
ItitfMidtlin, 
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But  the  physician,  when  thanking  the  ill-used  veteran,  declared  he  must  have  been  born 
under  a  most  chequered  configuration  of  the  planets,  and  he  cheered  him  by  the  declaration 
that  he  had  more  to  rejoice  over  than  deplore  in  having  been  made  the  victim  of  deceit  and 
injustice ;  for  had  this  not  happened,  in  all  probability  he  would  not  have  exerted  his  energies 
in  the  manner  he  had  as  an  author.  **  In  short,"  added  he,  *'  your  misfortunes  have  ennobled 
you  as  a  man ;  they  have  taught  you  not  only  much  valuable  knowledge  of  the  world,  but 
have  occasioned  you  to  erect  a  temple  to  the  goddess  of  fame ;  one  which  may  proVe  inore 
lasting  than  the  honours  bestowed  by  royalty  on  your  illiberal  enemies.** 

**  Yes/*  said  the  physician,  resuming  the  discourse  after  a  pause,  '*  fortunately  for  mankind 
the  pen  eflects  more  than  the  sword.  It  sometimes  unsheaths  that  weapon,  and  directs  it  to 
a  righteous  cause,  conveying  an  energy  almost  supernatural  to  the  heart  that  uses  It.  It  unTOib 
those  mysteries  of  church  and  state,  which  sear  and  blast  all  hope  and  happinen ;  it  inspirit 
nations  with  the  enthusiasm  requisite  for  conquering  priestcraft  and  crushing  tyrants ;  and  it 
establishes  freedom  and  her  spontaneous  blessings  without  robbery,  or  the  shedding  of  human 
Wood.** 

The  persecuted  officer  now  said,  that  although  his  friends  had  been  pleased  to  overrate  hit 
poor  talents  when  foreseeing  for  him  a  niche  in  the  proud  temple  of  fame ;  yet  his  writings,  if 
they  were  of  no  other  utility,  unquestionably  had  proved  valuable  to  himself,  they  tiaving 
made  his  time  fleet  happily  away,  fortified  his  mind  in  the  principles  of  sound  philosophy,  and 
for  a  companion  in  life  given  him  content. 

Truth  is  omnipotent.  His  guests  were  thoroughly  satisfied  of  tlie  injustice  with  which 
Captain  English  had  been  treated ;  but  we  forbore  making  further  remarks,  as  we  felt  that 
the  less  he  was  reminded  of  his  wrongs,  the  better  it  would  be  for  his  peace  of  mind.  Howw 
ever,  after  our  taking  leave  of  the  ancient  soldier  at  his  domicile,  we  could  not  avoid,  wlifle 
we  walked  on  oivr  way  home,  expressing  our  feelings  of  regret  to  each  other,  that  public  diar 
racters,  high  in  office  under  a  government,  should  be  permitted  to  hermetically  seal  the  door 
of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  minor  servants  of  the  same  public  they  themselves  serve,  wlio 
openly  and  ardently  claim  redress  at  their  hands  for  wrongs  inflicted  on  them  by  the  iron  ty^gd 
•of  power. 

CHAPTER    X^VIL  ^ 

"  He  folded  the  fair  maid  to  hit  breast, 
«  'Tboa  art  ny  ladHo^^i'.  Mid  he, 

^  '  Aod  I.  never  lored  another  but  thee.'  ** 

**  Oh,  Pleaaare !  you're  indeed  a  pleaMUit  thing, 
•  Although  one  mutt  be  damn'd  for  yon,  no  doabC : 

I  make  a  reeolaiion  erery  aprlng 
or  reformation,  ere  the  year  run  oat. 
But,  aomehow,  thii  my  restal  row  take*  wing. 
Oh,  Love !  thou  art  the  very  god  of  evil. 
For,  after  all,  we  cannot  call  thee  devil." 

'*  And  whkt  has  wrought  this  woful  change  ? 
Fiends  wrought  it— Av'rioe,  Mate,  Revenge !" 

TuK  affectation  of  sanctity  is  a  blotch  on  sanctity  itself.  My  landlady  was  a  Roman  Catbolici 
but  being  thought  a  rigid  one,  was  allowed  to  read  the  Bible  ;  with  this  proviso,  however,  that 
she  was  to  admit  no  doubt  in  her  mind  of  the  consistency  and  morality  of  all  things  asserted 
therein  ;  and  she  availed  herself  of  the  privilege  in  a  way  which  made  me  think  her  an  arrant 
impostor.  The  devout  datne  never  sat  down,  except  at  meals,  without  having  the  sacred  vo- 
lume displayed  open  on  her  table,  usually  with  her  spectacles  extended  upon  it,  and  she  wonld 
descant  on  the  great  truths  contained  therein  with  enthusiasm. 

The  ghostly  confessor  of  this  sanctified  lady  was  a  corpulent  divine  ;  fond  of  high  living, 
and  so  great  an  admirer  of  the  fair,  that  it  would  have  been  a  satisfactory  circumstance  for 
some  of  his  fellow-men,  if  the  Jewish  economy  which  was  to  last  for  ever,  had  at  this  time 
existed ;  as  by  it,  celibacy  was  deemed  infamous,  and  the  priests  were  expressly  commanded 
to  marry,  that  the  tribe  of  Levi  might  not  fail. 

Idleness  is  the  parent  of  evil.     Having  little  to  employ  me,  my  attention  was  attracted 
towards  a  beautiful  brunette,  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  came  almost  daily  to  pass  • 
at§^r  »"  *•'—  ^  two  with  my  landlady,  who  I  was  given  to  understand  was  her  aunt. 
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To  gain  the  old  lady's  fitvonr  now  became  necessary,  and  I  accomplished  that  object  by 
nakkig  her  presents  of  liqueurs  and  little  delicacies,  as  also  flattering  her  in  no  measured  strain ; 
Uianks  to  which  generalship,  my  hostess  was  thrown  off  her  guard,  and  I  had  the  felicity  ^ 
liaYiBg  tome  private  couTcrsation  with  the  &ir  niece,  who,  in  the  simplicity  of  her  heart,  told 
MO  aome  odd  things  of  their  father  confessor,  by  which  I  augured  that  he  entertained  im- 
proper designs  on  the  young  lady. 

Rota  Blatilda,  the  fair  giri  in  question,  was  innocence  personifiod;  and,  as  I  loved  to 
indiilgemyBelf  in  a  l«fe-^-fe<e  conversation  with  her,  and  sought  every  posaible  opportunity 
tf  gratifying  this  wish,  there  is  no  calculating  what  might  have  been  the  result'  of  my  growing 
pastion,  hod  it  not  so  happened  that  a  very  remarkable  character,  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
one  of  our  gaming  fraternity  at  Genoa,  at  this  critical  period  came  to  lodge  at  our  bouse,  and 
tpetdfly  gained  the  maiden's  aflfections.  This  much-celebrated  personage  was  an  English- 
Ban  ;  but  his  name,  from  regard  to  the  feelings  of  his  home  connexions,  I  decline  mentioniogy 
and  aball  content  myself  by  denominating  him  the  Bigamist,  a  title  to  which  no  one  can  justly 
dbpote  his  right,  inasmuch  as  he  had  taken  French  leave  of  five  or  six  loving  ladies,  all  of  them 
mideDt  in  England,  and  united  to  him  by  the  tie  of  wedlock.  Some  truths  are  startling,  and  • 
of  our  bigamist's  many  marriages  are  not  a  little  so ;  but  when  we  examine  into  the 
of  other  persons,  we  shall  not  deem  him  one  of  the  superiative  characters  in  immo« 
ilBly.  Par  example,  Bayle,  the  philosopher,  emigrated  from  his  native  land  for  the  love  of  a 
■mled  woman ;  and  her  husband,  though  a  gentleman  renowned  for  his  discoveries  hi  the 
Apocalypse,  was  very  tardy  in  seeing  what  passed  in  his  house  between  the  philosopher  and 
UtowB  wife ;  but,  when  he  made  the  notable  discovery,  instead  of  using  his  influence,  as  he 
bad  promised,  to  get  Bayle  another  professorship,  he  denounced  him  as  impious,  and  procured 
Ut  expulsion  from  those  of  philosophy  and  history,  which  had  been  instituted  expressly  for 
Un«  Cnlike  Bayle,  our  bigamist  interfered  with  no  man's  connubial  bliss,  but  he  was  an 
•dvoeate  for  having  a  plurality  of  wives,  and  often  would  he  say,  that  his  love,  like  the  candle 
ef  Amiens,  was  always  burning.  Compared,  too,  with  the  famed  Marshal  de  Bassompiere, 
who,  when  he  was  shut  up  in  the  Bostile  of  France,  occasioned  his  enemies  the  trouble  of 
examining  seven  thousand  of  his  love  letters,  mostly  from  married  women,  our  bigamist 
decidedly  was  a  moral  man. 

The  most  sagacious  are  sometimes  imposed  upon,  and  it  so  happened  that  Father  Le 
Qoerque  suspected  me  *of  being  the  favourite  swain  of  fair  Rosa,  and  never  dreamt  of  the 
victorious  bigamist  having  won  her  affections ;  consequently  he  always  looked  upon  mc  with 
the  jaundiced  eye  of  suspicion,  and  bore  me  much  secret  hatred.  The  lodgers  used  occa- 
aonally  to  take  coffee  with  our  landlady,  when  the  priest  was  always  present,  and  sometimes 
very  aggravating  arguments  were  fomented,  which  tended  to  increase  the  reverend  gentleman's 
acrimony.  One  evening  in  particular,  when  we  were  all  assembled  in  the  Salie  d  manger,  I 
recollect  the  following  conversation  as  having  taken  place  :— 

*'  Signor  Winpenny/'  said  the  staid  matron,  **  will  have  the  complaisance  to  allow  me  to 
hear  the  remainder  of  what  you,  reverend  father,  may  have  to  edify  me  by  saying  on  the 
subject  of  that  wicked  race,  the  Jews." 

**  Madam,**  replied  the  priest,  *'  the  Jews,  according  to  the  best  historians,  were  guilty  of 
the  grossest  cruelties  in  Ejypt,  in  Africa,  and  in  Cyprus,  when  they  revolted  against  the 
Emperors  Adrian  and  Trajan.'* 

"The  Jews,*  said  Mynheer  Von  Drick,  interrupting  the  propoundcr  of  the  sacred 
volume,  **  the  Jews  to  whom  you  stand  indebted  for  your  religion,  which  changes  about  like  a 
weathercock,  and,  comparatively  speaking,  is  only  of  yesterday — the  Jews,  bad  as  you  mako 
them  out  to  be,  are  far  more  excusable  for  what  they  did  than  the  Roman  Catholics  for  the 
execrable  deeds  wantonly  performed  by  them  in  America  and  elsewhere  ;  for  the  Jews  were 
a  eooquered  people,  tributary  to  the  Romans,  but  the  Catholics  held  sway  where  they  tyran- 
■ixed ;  and,  moreover,  were  they  not  conquerors  of  immense  possessions  in  America,  who 
revelled  in  abundance  of  all  esteemed  things,  with  great  nations  lying  prostrate  before  them?** 

"  Young  man,**  now  exclaimed  the  malignant  father,  unable  to  contain  himself  longer  on 
perceiving  me  to  smile,  **  it  behoveth  you  to  remember  that  your  days  may  be  few  in  this 
had  of  trial,  and  that  hereafter  your  punishment  may  be  lasting.  Leaving  you,  however,  to 
Mfleeton  these  things,  affd  charitably  hoping  that  both  you  and  70\xt  mnt^  «^^  \ANSafe\  \>^vsi^ 


06  THE  ROMANCTST  KKD  KQVELIBT9  LISAART. 

may,  by  repentanee  sad  prayer,  purge  jonnelvei  of  aH  bltaplMnrifla  and  hatttibmt  I  low 
chfUIenge  Signer  Von  Drick  to  prove  hit  calummoiis  chargM  agaiiiat  the  Romaa  Calhtltai 
for  their  condnot  to  the  healhenf  of  America." 

**  Rereread  ftither/*  rejoined  the  pbydeian,  **  the  Jeenita  my  erime  eamiot  be  gmter  Mmi 
the  conscience  makes  it ;  therefore,  niake  your  mind  easy,  for  mine  siti  lightly  npoa  ae  ;  b«l^ 
to  answer  your  challenge,  the  Spaniards,  who  were  called  good  CathoUcs,  landed  ap«a  tll» 
coasts  of  two  great  dviliced  nationa  who  had  begun  toeigoy  the;  sweets  of  peaces  whM  they 
massacred  twelve  milltoos  of  their  people,  and  hunted  men  with  dogs ;  moreover^  FMiBfliid» 
King  of  Castfle,  assigned  pensions  to  tho  dogs  who  tore  their  fledi  for  their  gotd 
aci  vices. 

•*  The  heroic  oonqoerors  of  the  New  World,  who  massacred  anottarmed,  nakad^  andhfllvlHi 
people,  had  baunchee  of  men  and  women,  buttoohs,  arms*  and  calves  of  the  legi^  hi  ii9Ml% 
served  np  at  their  tables.  They  roasted  Gnatimotin,  King  <tf  Mexico.  They  eattnd  Fm 
fired  with  the  aealons  design  of  converting  King  AtabaUpa.  A  priest  called  Almagro^  worn  t£ 
H  priest  condemned  itt  Spain  for  a  highway  robbery,  oame  with  a  certain  thief,  named  Pfnm^ 
to  signify  to  his  Misfesty,  by  the  mouth  of  another  priest,  that  a  third  priest^  called  Akmiir 
the  Sixth,  a  monster  in  the  shape  of  man,  polluted  by  inoests,  assaasittatieDs,  and  murder^  hal 
given  not  only  Peru,  but  half  of  the  New  Worid,  totfae  Kingof  Spain,  and  that  Ataballpa  ahoidt 
therefore  inMnediately  submit,  under  the  pain  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  the  Apoatte  9l 
Peter  and  St  PmA,  of  whom  he  had  never  before  heard.  And  as  the  king  did  not  nndanCttid 
Latin  any  more  than  Ihe  priest  who  read  the  bull,  he  was  immediately  declared  an  nnhnBaim 
■nd  an  heretic  They  burned  Ataballpa,  aa  they  had  roasted  Guatimosin,  They 
bis  nation — put  the  next  inea  to  a  cruel  death— and  all  this  to  rob  them  of  hard  yellow 
which  has  served  for  no  other  end  but  to  depopalate  and  impoverish  Spain  ;  for  it  has 
them  negleet  the  true  earth,  the  provider  of  all  that  is  good  here,  and  which,  when  coltivaAtd^ 
empfoys  and  subsists  mankind. 

'*  Confess  now,  holy  fother,**  added  he,  with  emphasis,  **  that  had  that  chimeriea]  beiiig«  tht 
devil,  been  inclined  to  make  men  after  his  image,  he  could  not  have  made  them  more  abomhi* 
able,  or  more  infernal,  than  were  these  conquerors  and  rulers,  lay  and  clerical,  bnt  who* 
nevertheless,  are  denoniinnted  good  Catholics.** 

During  this  discourse  ungovernable  fury  was  conspicuous  in  every  feature  of  the  priest's 
foce,  and  his  eyes  sparkled  with  the  fire  of  anger ;  but  he  was  incapable  of  speaking.  For  my 
part,  I  expected  that  a  visitation  of  apoplexy  would  have 'been  made  to  the  reverend  gentle- 
man, which  might  hai'e  saved  him  the  trouble  of  further  controversy ;  but  I  was  deceived,  he 
was  made  of  tougher  materials  than  I  had  given  him  credit  for. 

My  hostess,  who  best  knew  the  character  of  the  evangelical  gentleman,  laying  her  hand 
npon  his  arm,  while  his  paroxysm  of  rage  was  great,  calmly  observed  to  him  that  the  Lord  Jesiii 
himself  reproved  Peter  for  cutting  off  the  man's  ear,  therefore  no  disciple  of  the  church  ought 
to  give  way  to  violence.  • 

**  Yes,  madam,"  stammered  the  ftxrious  priest,  <*  I  allow  that  St  Peter  was  reproved  by  onr 
Lord,  but  it  was  not  until  after  he  had  taken  revenge  on  the  offender.  Christ  let  him  use  Ua 
sword  before  he  replaced  it  in  the  scabbard,  and  thus  It  is  the  foes  of  the  church  should  be 
dealt  with  by  the  priesthood." 

•♦  Hush,  dear  learned  senor,**  rejoined  the  dame,  "  you  know  you  can  excommunicate,  and 
do  what  you  please,  to  heretics ;  but  we  are  all  heated.  Let  ns  forget  this  business,  and,  as  a 
proof  of  forgiveness,  drink  together  of  a  generous  cordbl  from  my  cupboord.*' 

Tlie  matron  now  opened  her  cupboard,  and  took  from  it  a  small  stand  of  cordial  bottles 
and  glosses,  together  with  a  plate  of  biscuits,  when  we  went  through  the  ceremony  of  drinking 
•*  oblivion  to  past  unpleasant  feelings  ;"  but,  while  ho  drank  the  toast,  malignancy  was  depicted 
in  the  priest*s  countenance,  freed  from  every  particle  ot  Christian  humility ;  and  that  revengap- 
fu!  feelings  were  harboured  in  his  breast,  no  one  who  bebeld  him  oonld  doubt. 

While  things  were  going  on  thus  at  our  lodging-bouse,  where  numerous  were  the  argumeata 
and  altercations  we  had  with  the  vengeful  father,  the  bigamist  was  slily  undermining  the 
affections  of  foir  Rosa,  who- believed  alhtbat  he  said,  and  trembled  with  horror  whenever  he 
touched  on  her  confessor^s  love  towards  her ;  eonaequentiyi  with  ao.  smooth  a  path  before  him, 
that  experienced  chanotersoon  persuaded  the  maiden  to  take  chuidtitiM  leave  of  her  paraim» 
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who  mmt  people  in  poor  ebownrtaneeg,  portly  depeodint  on  her  worthlese  annt,  and  pUco 
heneif  under  his  protection. 

When  a  maid  blasbee  oooient  to  her  gallant*i  tender  propoation,  no  tine  ihonld  bo  lost  by 
hia  in  carrying  his  plans  into  osecuiion.  The  bigamist  was  very  seniible  of  this,  and  acoord- 
iigiy  so  ivusaged  the  bmineis,  that  at  an  early  boor  of  the  morning,  following  the  fair  one's 
ssfttiesoenee*  a  poti-earrisgo  was  in  readineis  ontade  of  the  city  gate,  with  his  bag  and 
paokad  thereon,  and  shortly  after  pretty  Rosa  Matilda,  with  her  little  bnndio  in  her 
tripping  albng  to  join  her  aniious  gallant,  when  they  stepped  into  the  oarriage,  waH 
thef  wane  as  Cut  as  a  pair  of  good  horses  conld  oonvey  thea^  bennd  for  fofar  noreoosb 
thfsgaiden  of  Italy. 

Oar  bigambt  decidedly  was  a  great  sensualist,  and  also  a  most  designing  character,  wfaera 
cMaiag  ODold  avail  in  administering  to  bis  sensuality,  hot  then  almost  all  his  desires  centred 
in  bfii  Even  learning  hn  made  sabservient  to  the  tender  passion,  and  foam  his  not  having 
as^iriswl  a  thorongh  knowledge  of  Italian,  I  verily  believe  that  Us  chief  mothre  in  stealfaig 
pMtlf  Eoaa  Matilda  away  was^  that  she  aught  become  his  tntorem  in  the  soft  Italian  hmgnagOt 
shWi  aa  aaparienced  monarch  of  Spain  pronounoes  the  fltteet  to  be  tangfat  from  the  lipe  of 
bsaaty.  The  bigamistfs  cavalier  departure  was  almost  instantly  known  at  onr  house ;  but  as 
hs  Ul  taken  the  preeantion  of  leaving  a  letter  for  me.  ondoshig  SMney  to  discharge  the  lead- 
hdf^  aeoouttt»  it  created  no  partionlarly  nnfovourable  sensation,  though  the  landlady  foiled  not 
his  way  nf  departnre  as  a  shabby  transaction.  When,  however,  the  day  wm 
and  the  parents  of  Boia  Matilda  had  ndsssd  tbekr  foir  daughter,  groat  becoaM 
Ihn  iulsiy  and  confailon,  nntii  at  length  it  was  fully  undsrstood  in  what  manner  she  had  takes 
bar  departure*  with  the  bigamist  as  the  compaafon  of  her  fl%ht. 

The  poor  girl's  parents  were  now  distracted,  and  my  hostess  moot  farious;  and  as  a  tfahig 
sjasfis  Father  Le  QHefqne  was  Immediately  sent  for  to  ba  censnited.  I  was  pressat  when 
hi  ffaM^aadaevsr  can  I  forget  the  imprecatisaa  be  atteved  against  the  biganrist  Indsed 
thsissmwwid  fsntltmsa  entirely  lest  sight  of  the  pseoepts  of  Christisaity,  and  dispbyod  only 
af  forodty.  swaariog  most  drsadfol  vengeance.  However,  to  pam  from  this  la- 
lastanoe  of  the  weaknem  of  haman  aatuse  cSsplayed  in  an  evan^riioal  preaaber,  I 
^hsll  msation,  that  undar  his  connsd  and  directioa  no  time  was  lost  in  sendfaig  people  afterte 
fi^gitlfeas  but  theb  ondeavoun  proved  futile,  as  they  could  not  overtake  them,  though  they 
were  aear  doing  so  at  Plaoentia»  having  literally  entered  that  oity  just  as  the  pafr  of  lovea 
quitted  it  In  aa  opposite  directioa.  The  offloen  of  justice  oven  followed  them  to  the  froaHfor 
of  the  dabby  s  bat  the  wily  Bigamist,  who  knew  when  and  where  he  might  conskier  his  prise 
if  bsaaty  safo  bi  his  possmsloi^  never  came  to  a  halt  until  he  had  passed  this  barrier,  and 
thsraby  trhusphantly  aehievod  his  object,  langhiag,  nodonbt,  with  the  fofr  one,  at  the  disap- 
poinlmeat  and  lage  of  the  ghostly  fother. 

Happy  love  Is  a  great  dnidfier  of  lifo,  and  to  judge  by  what  their  pursuers  heard,  ApoBo 
hhnadf  could  not  have  been  more  enchanted  with  the  foir  daughter  of  Admetus  than  was  the 
bigamist  with  the  beautiful  giri  who  had  chosen  him  for  her  protector.  Tbey  journeyed 
iQgothor  dilightad  with  ell  they  saw,  and  no  doubt  the  world  appeared  to  them  a  widespread. 
iig  gardsa  of  fruits  and  flowers,  wbere  from  storms  or  thoma  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend. 
Variety  too,  which  is  coveted  in  all  ages  of  lifo,  is  doubly  pleasing  to  youth,  and  therefore  to 
Basa  MatUda,  a  lam  In  her  teens,  and  our  bigamist  who  was  yet  a  young  man,  the  journey 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  a  delightful  one ;  indeed,  the  bigamist  was  always  of  the  phU 
Insnphsr  Martin's  opinion  that  this  world  abounds  with  good  things,  and  he  is  a  mere  dolt  who 
a^gleets  to  cojoy  all  that  he  can  of  them. 

But  leaving  the  happy  pair  to  journey  on  mutually  enraptured  with  each  other,  and  find  fresh 
delights  awaiting  them  at  every  new  stage,  it  behoves  roe  to  mention,  that  the  holy  confessor 
and  his  friend  my  hostess,  after  ascertaining  there  was  no  chance  of  their  recovering  the  fugi- 
tive maiden,  or  obtaining  satisfoction  of  the  man  who  had  stole  her  away,  turned  all  their  ven- 
agahtft  me,  and  secretly  confederated  together  on  the  best  method  of  visiting  me  with 
punishment,  and,  if  poesible,  enriching  themselves  at  my  expense. 
One  evening,  as  I  was  on  my  return  homo  alone  from  a  private  concert,  much  to  my  con- 
sternation, I  was  arrested  in  the  public  street  on  the  charge  of  treason  against  the  state,  and 
iHtsally  hariedasragr  to  prison,  without  having  any  opportuully  oC  n&^'ui^  ot  woiSiai^Vst  \k^ 
iff  «gr  ifthir  jMRMa.    Oo  onr  arrival  sA  the  gMAt  I  naa  ^riOmn^  \n.\A  ^%  «B«a*"^ 
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0f  Aferoetoiitlrik)fr,itef0f«mor,  wbohad  no  wooam  gf?ea  aneeipt  for  my  body  than  lie 
conducted  me  to  a  strong  airy  cell,  litaated  at  the  upper  part  of  tlie  building.  Tbe  cell  wat 
Ut  by  a  maU  window  neit  tbe  itreet,  which  no  captlfe  could  well  hope  to  eecape  by,  ai  it  waa 
Mcured  by  a  ftroog  iron  gratings  which  paited  the  whole  length  over  the  window. 

I  put  eeferal  qoeetiont  to  the  gaoler,  but  the  suily  fellow  woold  give  no  direct  answer  la 
ny  inquirieik  but  lodted  me  up,  and  departed  as  expeditioutly  as  be  could,  leaving  me  to  my 
own  meditations,  which  were  not  the  pleassntest  i  indeed,  the  more  I  reflected  on  the  subject 
cf  my  behig  appcebended  on  a  charge  of  treason,  the  more  was  I  bewildered  at  theuaacoooni- 
abla  strangeness  of  the  event.  The  gaoler,  however,  had  left  me  no  Ught,  and  wearied  wiAb 
forming  vain  conjectures,  I  soon  stretched  myself  on  the  bedstead,  and  after  an  honr  or  two 
qpent  in  pahifiil  contemfdation  fell  fest  asleep. 

I  awoke  not  until  one  of  the  gaolerf  entered  my  cell  next  morning,  bearsDg  my  allowanoo 
of  food.  Scarcely  had  he  set  down  the  ration  before  he  glanced  his  eyes  around  the  cell ; 
looked  under  the  wooden  stretcher ;  and  next  mounted  on  the  stool,  to  satisfy  himself  that  all 
was  right  at  the  grated  window ;  when  mutteiing  something  in  a  low  voice,  he  commenced 
nxamlning  tiw  bolts  and  lock ;  which  done,  he  departed,  bolting  and  doubly  locking  the  door. 

**  If  I  am  toaugur  from  this  foUow's  condnctv**  thought  I,  **  he  must  have  received  strict 
byunotions  regardmg  me ;  and  certainly,  the  charge  of  treason  on  which  I  have  been  appro* 
bandad*  jnstifles  tim  adoption  of  strong  precautumary  measures  to  soearo  my  person.  How* 
ever*  knowing  myself  to  be  Innocant  of  any  offence  cossmittod  or  premeditated  agahist  the  go-- 
vemment  of  this  duchy,  it  follows  that  my  captivity  has  been  occasioned  by  the  agency  of  some 
Thidictive  enemy  or  enemies ;  but  who,  I  am  at  a  lorn  to  conjecture.  When  the  gaoler  next 
visits  me,  I  will  ask  him  for  pen,  faik,  and  paper,  that  I  may  invite  friends  to  see  me,  by  their 
moans  to  find  out  the  causa  of  my  Imprisonment.** 

In  many  cases  it  is  aaifor  to  form  resolutions  than  to  put  them  bito  execution.  The  gaoler 
who  probably  was  dsslrons  of  leaving  me  ample  tfano  for  contem|dation,  made  no  second  visit 
that  day,  therefore  writing  letters  or  dispatehing  messages  wore  acts  not  to  be  performed. 

•*  Confound  the  fellow,**  muttered  I,  after  some  hours  had  dapaed,  and  I  had  well  pondered 
over  the  drcamstanoe  of  my  captivity  t  *'  confound  him,  why  doesn't  he  come  to  see  what 
may  be  wanted  here  ?  Does  the  rascal  snppoea  a  prisoner  feels  no  wants  ?  However,**  added 
I,  rahfag  my  vdoe^  ''It  Is  high  time  to  prepare  and  send  off  lettan,  so  that  prompt  measures 
may  be  taken  by  my  friends  to  get  ma  rdnsed  from  this  disgusting  place,  when  I  hope  to 
ebtain  fuU  and  honourable  satlsfaoticn  for  the  Indignity  and  wrongs  hesfied  upon  me.** 

Halving  thus  terminated  my  soiikM|uy,  I  instantly,  by  thundering  at  the  door  and  calling 
aloud,  commenoad  my.  cadeavonrs  at  obtaining  what  was  neoessary  ibr  the  accomplishment  of 
my  Irishes ;  but  all  my  noise  availed  not,  ahhongh  It  waa  made  loud  .enough  to  disturb  an  en- 
tire street,  and  was  reitented  for  better  than  half  an  hour,  the  gaoler  not  choosing  to  make 
his  appearanca,  nor  aUow  any  of  his  turnkeys  to  answer  the  summons  made  upon 
them. 

**  Pretty  treatment  this,**  nmttered  I,  sealing  myself  upon  the  bed,  tired  by  the  futile  efforts 
I  had  made.  **  This  fe  coodnet  to  provoke  a  saint ;  but  I  must  not  forget,  that  he  who  would 
triumph  over  diflleultles  must  koep  himself  cod  and  collected  ;**  then,  after  humming  a  tune 
for  a  few  seconds,  I  remarked,  taking  up  my  allowance  of  food,  that  the  adage,  of  hunger 
being  the  best  sauce,  came  vary  home  to  me ;  when,  without  more  words,  I  set  to  and  demo* 
Ushed  the  day's  ration. 

1  had  ample  time  ailbrded  me  for  the  display  of  my  patience ;  for,  after  I  had  devoured  my 
ration  of  food,  day  gradually  waned  away,  until  the  shades  of  nlgbt  darkened  my  cell,  yet  no 
gaoler  made  his  appearance. 

I  now  wrapped  the  coverlU  of  the  bed  around  me,  and  extended  my  Ifanbs  once  more  on  the 
wooden  stretcher  to  take  my  nightly  repose ;  but  although  I  possessed  one  of  the  happiest 
ef  constitutions,  and  that  my  body  was  habituated  to  hardships,  it  would  be  asserting  an 
untruth  to  aflirm  that  I  e^}oyed  my  ordinary  night's  deep ;  in  feet,  my  mind,  in  spite  of  phU 
losophy,  continued  feverishly  active  for  honn  after  I  had  kid  myself  down,  and  I  obtained  no 
sleep.  Powerfol  nature,  however,  afterwards  asserted  her  prerogative,  and  I  slept  soundly 
until  awakened  on  the  following  morning  by  the  unbarring  of  my  cell  door. 

The  iiaooaih  savi^  of  a  turnkey,  who  had  come  to  pay  hfe  morning  visit,  said  nothing 
opaa  mteriog,  bathoked  about  the  cell  to  satisfy  hiasdf  that  all  waa  u  It  thooM  bo^  whaaht 
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WW  OD  the  eve  of  Ukiof  his  deptrtare ;  hut  I,  who  bod  UtherCo  eyod  the  Mlow  wHh  rflent 
oontempt,  mentioned  to  him  my  want  of  writing  material!. 

He  condescended  not  to  reply,  hut  after  regarding  me  in  a  supereflloiu  way,  tamed  himself 
towards  the  door,  the  locli  of  which  was  already  uoder  his  hand,  that  he  might  depart ;  when^ 
oferoome  by  feelings  of  anger,  I  soddenly  sprung  from  off  the  bedstead  aad  eanght  the  fellow 
by  the  neck,  when,  by  the  violeiiee  of  my  grasp,  I  forced  him  to  let  go  the  look,  and  raise  both 
his  hands,  with  the  design  of  saying  hfanself  from  strangulatkm.  **  Wretch,**  now  said  I, 
casting  the  man  upon  his  back  on  the  bedstead,  **  let  this  lesson  teach  you  how  to  briiaTe  to  a 
prieoner  another  tnse,  and  deem  yourself  fortunate  inbeing  ao  leniently  treated;  some  men  in 
my  situation,  with  their  feelings  esdted  by  your  brutality,  would  dash  your  brains  out  against 
tbe  stone- walU" 

•*  Mercy,"  ejaculated  the  terrified  rufllan,  raising  himself  upoo  his  breeeh  on  the  bed,  and 
staring  with  awe  and  wonder,  **  if  I  have  oflRnided,  I  ask  pardon;  bat  pray,  signer,  whateyer 
you  do,  let  me  go  away  ;for  if  you  detain  me  here,  I  shall  lose  my  place,  and  be  a  ruined  man.** 

Fear  enacts  wonders.  The  advantage  I  had  gafaied  over  him  had  completely  tamed  the 
turnkey,  and  I  availed  myself  of  this  drenmstance  to  propose  terms,  which  otherwise  be  would 
net  have  listened  to ;  but,  as  a  bribe  was  the  basis  of  my  oonditkms,  he  was  brought  to  oonient 
to  thenu  Accordingly,  that  same  day  writing  materials  were  brought  to  me,  and  I  wrote  and 
dispatched  away  an  episHe  to  my  secretary,  as  alsoone  to  Mynheer  Von  JMckf  which  the  now 
aecommodating  turnkey  undertook  should  be  delivered  inter  their  hands. 
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"  Well  I  know  bow  treachery  worka; 
Still  Bear  hia  prey  tho  tim  Iwrfca 
Conapinof  •  uul  dark  aad  dae^ 
Silenf  on  bloody  dawa  dodi  creep." 

•<  With  langQor  to  bla  mat  be  crept, 

.qidcUy 


ABi,  wbataoe'er  Ua  viilafia^  ( 

"  tet'B  Mt  be  daincy  of  toavMaklei, 
But  shift  awaj ;  tbera'a  warrant  in  that  theft 
Which  ateab  Itaelf  when  thete'a  no  mercy  left." 

The  brutal  ferocity  with  which  men  destroy  each  other  in  open  warfeie,  serves  to  fanpiew  the 
mind  with  a  disadvantageous  idea  of  human  kind ;  but  the  HridJouff  arte  practised  in  private 
life  to  overreach,  ruin,  and  bring  misery,  want,  and  disgrace  upon  others,  inspire  us  with  stil 
more  bitter,  more  melancholy  refleotioos.  In  times  of  peace,  innate  depravity  is  the  main 
source  of  wicked  actions  ;  but  when  war  takes  place,  the  aniasosity  of  individuals  being  freed 
by  designing  legisUtors  from  the  restrainU  fanposed  by  dvU  laws,  aflbrds  them  a  pretenoe  for 
the  display  of  demoniac  passions. 

The  contemplation  of  truths  like  the  foregoing,  degrading  to  our  species,  dannot  be  other- 
wise than  painful  to  the  mind;  consequenUy  I  felt  highly  pleased  when  at  lengfh  I  was 
interrupted  in  a  chain  of  such  unpleasant  thoughts  by  the  unbarring  of  my  cell  door.  The 
gaoler  had  come  to  give  entrance  to  a  friend  of  mine,  and  this  wni  Mynlieer  Von  Dridc.  He' 
expressed  joy  at  seeing  me,  and  said  that  he  had  lost  no  tiara  in  eomfaig  to  the  prison  aft^r  the' 
receipt  of  my  note ;  but  that  the  captain,  for  this  was  the  title  he  usually  gave  Monday  was 
out  when  he  left  their  lodging,  and  public  report  had  bruited  it  abroad  that  veir  treasonable' 
papers  had  been  discovered  in  my  trunk, 

"  It  is  inexplicable ;  the  whole  business  U  inexplioaUe,**  wai  my  reply  r  *•  tho  ehaive  fe 
ungrounded;  I  am  innocent  of  any  oflbace  against  the  government" 

"  The  captain,"  resumed  the  physician,  "  is  faidefetigable  in  your  behalf.  He  has  allowed 
himself  no  rest  since  your  apprehension,  but  has  already  been  with  several  great  personages  of 
the  duchy,  who,  however,  decline  interesting  themselves  in  the  cause  of  one  charged  i^  the 
crime  of  high  treason.  But  these  men,"  added  he  indignaoUy, «  are  the  ehfldrea  of  prosperitv  • 
believe  me.  no  a  levee  day,  at  this  paltry  court  here,  I  could  point  yon  out  scores  of  th^ 

"  You  are  a  plain,  straightforward,  honest  maa.  friend  V^  IhUk^  l^  V  wR^\  ♦XsoV 
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iMMity  ttd  tfutii  bave  long  ban  oat  of  (afthion  at  eonii,  tfaereftire  jroa  have  no  badntM  te 
go  playing  the  spy  there." 

<* I  ^  there,  iodeod  i^  rejoiotd  the  iodigiiant  UoUander ;  «it  vouM  be  an  mniltio  rasptct 
tap.  No ;  give  maa  last  and  a  oobbler^  awl-4et  me  mend  ehoeii  rather  than  be  that  viper— 
aeovrtter.  ttie  oobUer'a  ia  an  hoaast  trade,  and  the  oohbler  majr  be  an  independent  man  kt 
hm  baoiile  way,  biit  ihe  eourtier^e -trade  it  a  dieboneet  one  from  bagiaakig  to  end.  The  syoo. 
pbant  reapaivhat  hentfver  vowad.  iiia  kUanem  mint  ba  upheld  bj Iha  mdnattioiu  part  of 
tim  eommoBlty.'* 

Hant  the  worthy  yntl wani  philippic  waa  pat  an  and  tobf  the  appemyaee  of  my  iaer». 
tar^r*  who.  on  antarfngaheeeD,«spBamadbii  joy  in  miqimliiied  laram  at  ha:viag  found  oat  my 
place  of  anchorage ;  though,  he  added,  he  was  sorry  to  see  it  was  in  shallow  water,  among  tba 
land  ihaAs.  He  bow  aocioahitad  am  with  all  Mho  vain  efforts  ha  had  made  to  trace  me  out» 
and  ooaohided  by  declaring  hia  opinian  that  the  intention  of  my  peraaontora  had  been  to 
keep  the  place  «f  my  impfiionmant  A  profiwnd  secret. 

^  Bat;  captain;''  ashed  isy  Dutch  friend,  ^'bave  yioa  asade  no  diseovary  conoemtng  the 
tiasaonaUa  papara  allsgad  tm  haaa^haen  lound  in  Menslear  Whipanny'svbaggage?    For  my 
pari,  lammoilaaalBaalalaain«hoia*heattlhor«r  tfatsadsebiefi  hsdeed,  I  wnnld  bet  two 
tajone^Hmt  soaaa  Jaaehal:af  a  maman  kaft  the  bottom  of  the  aAir." 
^  AaasI  haavMig  tlmn^  «aanaodare,*  nfoinadAha  salor,  laiighhigly. 
•«  Who  ever  heard  taHaf  the  bottom  part  of  Aahlp'soaifyobahigdlsahargad  befovaaolear 
way  was  made  Ibr  hoisting  it  out  of  her  hold  ?  Howet er,  after  all  is  said,  you  sail  with  a  fafar 
breese  on  this  tack,  for  a  brimstone  hatched  iha  oonspiracy ;  but  then,  d*ye  see,  a  Jesuit  put 
his  hand  to  the  helm,  to  carry  her  through  with  the  management." 

**  A  brimstone  and  a  Jesuit  may  Mftin  the  same  beat  withont  fear  of  ttieir  honesty  over- 
loading her :  they  are  suitable  mates  for  each  others  no  in»ttipr  whjether  in  a  convent  or  a 
<x>nventicle,'*  waa  my  Dutch  friend's  obeanratioa. 

My  secretary  now  informed  me,  iimZ  having mspeeted  tftj  valet  aa  a  party  implicated  in 
causing  my  misfortune,  he  had  locked  bbnself  in  4  ohambjur  with  hvn«  and  closely  questioned 
the  fellow,  who,  however,  stoutly. denied infry  thtag,  «nftil,  aveoftuaUy,  he  clapped  the  muzsle 
of  a  pbtol  to  his  head,  and  threataaad  him  with  laataat  death  untoM  he  atoned  for  his  in- 
gratitude by  making  a  fuU.confotsiott  at  to  his  own  0Mid|ic4»  An4  aD  he  knew  of  the  plans  of 
his  employers ;  but,  provided  he  did  this,  had  promised  him  not  only  pardon,  but  a  handsome 
pecuniary  seward;  when,  fear  and  hope  operating  together  upon  hfan,  the  roan,  who  was  a 
Soman  CatheKe,  avtwad  that  Father  Le  Querque  had  persuaded  him  that  Us  master  was  a 
einfirmad  heretie,  nawerthy  of  being  suffered  to  be  at  large,  and  that  as  there  could  be  no 
virtue  wMMmt.the  tipw  feith,  hia  bcift  deeds  were  no  more  than  shinteg  sins ;  after  which  he 
hadippomised  him  fedlaheolutionfor  all  his  crimes,  however  black  or  numerous,  on  condition 
that  he  put  .certain  <papara,  wUoh  would  be  given  to  bim  for  the  purpose,  into  his  master'a 
trunk,  and  acted  in  other  respects  according  to  instructions  he  would  receive.  The  valet 
was  thus  indnoad  to  become  a  party  in  the  confederation  against  me,  and  ttom  what  he  had 
further  stated  to  my  aecretary,  it  appeared  that  not  only  our  lioetess  was  concerned,  but  that 
a  married  lady  of  title  and  etpenslve  habits,  who  occasionally  visited  her  house,  had,  under 
the  hope  of  sharing  in  my  property,  been  brought  over  to  fobricate  a  fresh  charge  against 
me  of  a  viehni  attempt  upon  her  ohastity,  which  the  priest  and  our  hostess  would  be  ready, 
by  false  evidence,  to  help  to  substantiate,  so  that,  should  the  charge  of  treason  fall  to  the 
ground,  I  might  be  convieted  of  this  last  crime. 

Monday's  statement  caused  me  much  surprise.  I  could  scarcely  credit  the  circumstance, 
that  a  finnalo  of  title  could  atoop  to  act  so  black  a  part,  and  I  remained  for  some  time  wrapped 
in  silent  meditation  on  the  sab(iect  The  Dutchman,  who  had  become  disgusted  at  the  relax- 
ation of  morals  witnessed  by  him  among  high  classes  of  the  Italian  ladies,  was  the  first  to 
break  silence,  wlii^  be  did  by  dedainung  against  women,  and  aritlocratic  honours  entailed  on 
their  issue. 

*       Did  1  not  prophesy,"   said  the  now  animated  old  gentleman,  holding  up  both  his  hands 

in  the  maaoer  of  a  |«nnhia  orator  —  "•  say,  for  I  appeal  to  you  both,  did  I  not  prophesy  that  a 

woman  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  this  mischief?    Verily,  verily,  it  could  not  have  been  other- 

^ite,  lor  mfmm  $xt  iJfee  reei  of  ell  evil.    The  geoealegist  to  an  impostor,  u  no  man  can  b« 
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fnr»  of  his  ffrife'i  virtne ;  neiihw  ean  My  man  sty  with'  certainty,  *  thcb  u  my  CMlier.'  Let 
ve  then  ask,  why  are  fools  proud  of  ^etr  ancestry?  of  that  of  which  they  are  ignomnt  f. 
Atistocratic  rank  should  descend  only  in  the  female  Une,  for  on  that  of  the  nUde  there  may 
net  remain  one  gont  of  noble  blood*  Truly  fortunate- was  it  ibr  Louis  the  Fourteenth  that 
his  happened  to  be  a  white  faee ;  as»  liad  it  not,  like  the  negres%  his-  sister,. he  most  ha?etpent 
hie  days  in  a  convent ;  and  this,  forsooth,  as  the  courtiers  would  kiave  said,  because  hia  vhrtooas- 
mother,  in  her  freakish  moments,  had  looked  too  intently  on  her  glossy  African- dwart 

I  could  not  refrain  from  smiling  at  the  vehemence  of  my  leaincd  friend  in  deliiming  his 
l^iilippic  sq^ainsc  the  fairest  work  of  the  crentioa ;  but  my  secretary  heeded  him  not^  for  h» 
was  too  deeply  absorbed  in  refltoting  upon  what  might  be  the  rooet  advisable  way  to  mufA&y 
himself  to  get  me  promptly  liberated  from  prieon,  to  allow  of  hie  aCtestieo  being  divmlwib  to- 
another  channeL 

After  some  further  conversation,  it  was  agreed  upon  by  the  trio  of  us  that  my  frienia 
iboald  bring  an  able  lawyer  on  the  following  day,  thai  we  might  conealt  with  hhn  oa  what 
m  to  be  done,  when  they  from-  necessity- departed;  leaving*  me  to  another  nights  eeUtaiy 
imprisonmenL  Next  morning,  however,  they  came  pnnotoal  te  their  time,  with- «  legul 
gentleman  as  their  companion,  who  had  already  sifted^  aa  for  aa  was  practfcable,  into  myaflklr.. 

Where  there  are  most  lawe  there  is  least  polity*  and  this  gentleman,  being  atbonougk 
lawyer,  has  discovered  there  would  be  no  posaibiUty  of  rebottiqg:  the  evidence  agaiait  me,  ami 
that  for  the  most  potent  of  reasons,  namely,  becanse  the  said  evidence  was  entirely  fonadod 
on  falsehood,  and  therefore  could  be  enlai^ged  and  strengthened  to  any  point  requisite  for 
ensuring  the  prisoner's  conviction ;  a  sort  of  evidence  which  Parma  lawyers,  in.  the  cant  eC 
their  profession,  style  the  invinoibla 

'*  The  countess,  Signor  Winpenny,"  said  this  enlightened  conmellor,  •*  has  pDittii«iy  swors 
that  you  made  a  forcible  attempt  on  her  chastity,  and,  moreover,  that  you  have  oommunioatcd 
to  her  a  plan  you  have  formed  for  subverting  the  government  of  this  duchy ;  while^  unforti»-> 
natel3%  the  Jesuit  priest,.  Le  Querque,  circumstantially  confirms  her  testimony  by  deposlB|^ 
that  she  communicated  these  things  to  him  at  the  confessional,  and  he  admita  that  it  was  1^ 
his  advice  your  crime  of  treason  was  made  known  to  the  proper  authorities,  by  whoso  order 
your  baggage  was  seized,  and  your  person  taken  into  custody.  Unfortmately,  too^  ftill  and 
corroborating  proofs  of  your  guilt  have  been  found  deposited  in  a  trunk  of  yours.  Indeed^ 
seignor,"  added  the  counsellor,  with  peculiar  emphasis,  **  it  appears  the  clearest  law  case  Iev«r 
gave  professional  advice  on  ;  you  have  not  a  loop-hole  to  escape  by." 

**  Heaven  preserve  us,'*  exclaimed  Mynheer  Von  Driok  ;  **  yes.  Heaven  preserve  us  fron 
the  machinations  of  such  a  terrible  woman ;  she  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  plague  and 
pestilence.'*  **  And  Heaven  preserve  us  from  the  disciples  ot  old  Dominick,"  obsemed  my 
leeretary.  <*  The  symbol  on  their  flag  is  a  mad  dog,  bearing  a  lit  torch  in  ite  mouth.  They  are 
all  precious  rascals ;  and  as  Mynheer  properly  says,  a  Jesuit  and  a  brimstone  may  sail  in  the 
mane  craft  without  fear  of  their  honesty  sinking  her."— *^  In  most  cases  of  common  law,'* 
resomed  the  counsellor,  disregarding  the  observations  just  made,  .*'  alibi's  and  fklse  swearing 
may  be  resorted  to  with  success,  to  mislead  a  judge  and  confound  a  jury ;  then,  again,  provided 
it  was  a  case  of  debt  sworn  unjustly  against  you,  we  could-  ensore  a  nonsuit  by  bringing  wit. 
aesses  to  prove  payment  of  the  amount,  though  you  had  never  owed  it,  or  had  a  transactioo 
with  the  perjured  claimant  In  a  Chancery  suit  where  aflldavits  are  received  as  sterling 
testnnony,  the  wealthiest  man  bringing  most  of  these  documents,  no  matter  how  false  they  are, 
may  almost  to  a  certainty  ensure  to  himself  the  estate  of  any  poor  wretch,  especially  when  be 
has  previously  got  possession  ;*thoogh  sometimes  it  will  happen  that  he  has  to  throw  his  untold 
folios  of  affidavits  overboard,  and  resort  to  common  law  for  his  verdict.  But,  Signor  Win- 
penny,*'  concluded  the  learned  man,  sorrowfolly  shaking,  his  head,  **  this  case  of  yours  seems 
altogether  hopeless  and  desperate." 

"  Your  opinion  is  extremely  unfovomrable,** replied  I,  ''yet,  learned  signor,  I  must  request 
yon  will  once  more  consider  over  this  business  iiarely  there  must  be  some  wayt^y  which  an  ■ 
fonooent  man's  conduct  may  be  justified  from  folae  chaiiges  made  against  him." 

"  Innocence  has  no  claims  upon  the  law--evideace  is  all  we  lawyers  look  to;**  repHed  be^ 
liidk  profound  gravity.  **  I^  hideed,  these  daomksg  papers  had  not  been-  found  among  yoar 
boggage,  something  pertiaps  ttlght  be  dona  te  i^ot  the  ohsffs^  ot  trasiQnk«r  TtMf^  mBi&!^' 


^t 


IM  THE  ROMANCIST  AND  NOVELISTS  LIBRARY. 

ibe  countMs  a  poor  woman,  we  could  procure  certificates  of  insanity,  as  also  that  of  her 
eoUeagne,  the  father  confessor,  for  medical  gentlemen  run  no  risk  on  such  occasions,  as  it  is  an 
established  truth  in  law  that  nemo  mortaUum  omnibus  hori$  tapUJ" 

«  Many,"  resumed  my  legal  adviser,  after  a  few  minutes  of  reflection,  *'  yea,  hundreds 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  who  are  no  more  deranged  in  their  intellects  than  I  am,  are  annually 
incarcerated  within  the  walls  of  madhouses  by  means  of  this  expedient ;  but  then,  the  lady  in 
question  being  wealthy,  it  follows  that  there  would  be  a  commission  established  in  her  case, 
and  from  what  information  I  have  gathered,  her  husband  is  not  as  yet  sufficiently  tired  of  her 
to  join  with  us  in  our  plan,  consequently  we  should  be  defeated.  Indeed,  I  must  onoe  more 
repeat,  this  is  a  bad  cause ;  a  canse  in  which  every  art  can  be  practised  against  us  to  impose 
upon  judgment,  and  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice :  we  have  everything  to  fear,  and  little  or 
nothing  to  hope.  In  short  the  cause  is  so  very  bad,  that  I  apprehend  I  must  throw  up  my 
brief." 

The  learned  lawyer,  though  be  was  burdened  with  rather  too  great  a  share  of  honesty  for 
a  Parma  advocate,  yet  prudently  took  farther  tfane  to  determine  whether  or  not  he  would  throw 
up  his  brief ;  and  during  this  Interval  of  sospense  he  obtained  an  interview  with  my  treacherous 
valet,  as  also  with  the  still  more  treaoheroos  father  Le  Querque. 

From  the  former  he  heard  a  confirmation  of  all  which  that  person  had  confessed  to  my 
secretary ;  while,  by  his  conference  with  the  priest,  he  satisfled  himself  that  he  was  to  be 
bought  over,  but  then  the  bribe  must  be  enormous :  considering,  therefore,  that  the  Jesuit  was 
too  unprincipled  to  be  relied  on,  even  although  bribed,  at  our  next  meeting  the  counsellor 
again  candidly  confessed  that  he  knew  not  what  course  to  recommend.  I  thanked  the  learned 
gentleman  for  the  zeal  he  had  displayed  in  my  cause,  and  after  making  a  suitable  pecuniary 
compliment,  dismissed  him,  saying  I  would  take  a  day  or  two  to  consider  over  the  business, 
when  I  would  make  known  to  him  my  determination. 

Scarcely  had  the  door  been  closed  on  the  long-robed  gentleman,  afVcr  his  last  visit,  ere  my 
secretary  broke  forth  in  invectives  against  the  Jesuits.  **  For  his  part,"  he  said,  "  he  didn*c 
believe  any  young  woman  could  long  retain  her  virtue,  nor  any  man  his  honesty,  who  had  a 
Jesuist  for  their  ghostly  confessor.  In  short,*'  added  the  worthy  sailor,  **  villany  and  Jesuitism 
go  hand-in-hand  together,  aod  so  closely,  that  should  Old  Nick  take  a  spell  upon  earth  among 
the  Jesuits,  no  matter  whether  he  assumed  the  sex  of  man  or  that  of  woman,  or  came  in  a 
black  or  a  white  skin,  he  would  inevitably  be  caught  in  their  trans,  and  fall  a  victim  to  their 
machinations.'* 

The  worthy  physician,  notwithstanding  the  prejudice  he  had  imbibed  against  certain  Parma 
dames  of  fashion,  with  the  kind  hope  of  softening  thereby  her  evidence  and  serving  me,  now 
departed  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  dashing  countess,  who  had  thought  fit  to  institute  a  grievous 
charge  against  me,  and  at  the  expiration  of  a  couple  of  hours  the  good  man  re-entered  my  cell, 
almost  breathless  with  agitation,  wheli  some  time  elapsed  before  he  could  compose  his  ideas 
sufficiently  to  make  known  the  grounds  of  his  fear ;  a  fear  growing  out  of  his  apprehensions 
from  her  threats,  and  the  conversation  which  had  passed  between  them,  that  the  countess,  as 
a  punishment  for  his  officious  interference  in  her  ofiuir  with  me,  might  swear  an  attempt  at 
rape  against  himself.  Fear  has  many  eyes ;  yet  this  conceit  of  the  good  gentleman  appeared 
so  ridiculous,  that  I  could  not  forbear  smiling  when  he  made  the  communication ;  but  my 
secretary  laughed  for  several  minutes  at  the  idle  apprehension,  as  he  termed  Mynheer  Von 
Drick's  conceit,  and  then  told  him  to  keep  a  lisht  heart,  and  should  the  worst  happen,  defend 
the  aclion,  either  by  establishing  an  alibis  or  pleading  corporeal  infirmity. 

The  astronomer  bore  my  secretary's  jokes  with  good  humour ;  nevertheless  he  shuddered 
on  contemplating  the  character  of  the  fair  countess,  and  certainly  could  not  have  mastered  his 
antipathy  sufficiently  to  have  paid  the  lady  another  visit  in  my  behalf.  After  his  departure, 
my  secretary,  having  cautiousIy«ctosed  the  door,  in  a  half  whisper  asked  what  I  purposed  doing 
to  get  out  of  that  vile  gaol ;  for  his  part,  he  said,  if  I  would  be  guided  by  him,  he'd  warrant  I'd 
soon  hoist  my  anchor  apeak,  and  make  sail  from  the  foul  berth  I  was  in. 

"  Since  you  tender  your  advice  so  freely,  my  friend,  and  that  I  well  know  your  sincerity,  let 
me  bear  what  you  have  to  propose,**  said  I. 

"  A  crow  bar,  in  your  honour's  hands,  may  be  made  to  clear  away  a  part  of  yon  grating, 
and  a  joond  inch  rope  might  serve  to  lower  you  into  the  street  below.* 
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"  I  understand  you,"  replied  L  **  Flight  you  think  preferable  to  captivity,  and  in  (his  case, 
where  personal  honour  is  not  ooncemed,  I  am  of  your  way  of  thinking;  be  it  therefore  your 
of&oe  to  provide  the  articles  you  have  mentioned,  and  it  will  be  my  fault  if  I  don't  make  a 
proper  use  of  them.** 

*"  Enough,  enough  has  been  said ;  the  craft  which  has  many  reaches  to  work  through  before 
she  floats  in  good  sea  room,  should,  with  the  turn  of  the  tide,  commence  her  voyage  down  the 
stream ;  therefore,  your  honour,  1*11  sheer  off,  without  waiting  to  hoist  up  Blue  Peter.** 

As  he  had  spoken  so  he  acted.  My  secretary  departed  at  the  termination  of  his  speech ; 
but,  before  two  hours  had  elapsed,  re-entered  my  cell,  when,  having  closed  the  door,  he 
eiLtracted  several  fathoms  of  rope  from  under  his  coat,  where  it  had  Iain  snugly  coiled  round 
his  body.  Moreover,  the  xealous  sailor  repeated  this  feat  so  often  during  that  and  the  ensuing 
day,  that  the  pieces  which  had  been  brought  by  him,  when  spliced  to  each  other,  formed  a  rope ' 
of  sufficient  length  to  extend  from  my  cell  to  the  pavement  of  the  street  beneath ;  after  whidi 
a  crow  bar,  smuggled  into  the  gaol  under  his  trowsers,  served  to  fulfil  this  part  of  his  engage- 
ment. It  should,  however,  be  remarked,  that  in  all  probability  the  gallant  sailor  would  not 
have  been  able  to  accomplish  this  task,  had  it  not  been  that  the  gaolers  were  grown  less 
vigilant  in  their  care  of  me  than  was  usual  for  them  to  be  with  prisoners ;  but  whether  thii 
relaxation  had  been  caused  by  the  free  circulation  of  my  money  amongst  them,  would  be 
migenerous,  and  perhaps  imprudent,  to  promulgate.  Whatever  it  arose  from,  the  negUgenoe 
was  favourable  to  my  views,  insomuch  as  it  enabled  me  to  get  the  crow  bar  and  coil  of  rope» 
and  to  keep  these  things  apparently  undiscovered  beneath  my  bed. 

Two  o'clock  of  the  morning,  after  our  arrangements  were  completed,  was  the  time  fixed 
upon  for  attempting  my  escape,  and  punctual  to  the  minute,  my  secretary  was  at  the  appointed 
spot,  where  I  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  joining  him ;  but  extremely  to  his  surprise,  instedd 
of  descending  by  the  rope  firom  my  cell  window,  as  he  calculated  on  my  doing,  I  made  my  exit 
from  the  prison  by  the  identical  door  through  which  I  had  been  conducted  into  this  place  of 
incarceration. 

**  Your  honour,**  said  the  astonished  sailor,  while  we  were  jogging  fast  along  the  street^ 
'*your  honour  must  have  come  the  old  soldier  over  the  rogue  of  a  gaoler,  for  apparently  you 
have  made  no  use  of  the  rope  which  I  smuggled  into  the  prison.** 

*<  Gold  has  mollified  a  pair  of  hard  hearts  and  opened  a  strongly  barred  door,"  replied  L 
**  The  rope  and  the  crow  bar,  however,  are  not  without  their  use.  The  gaolers  will  make  it 
appear  to  the  world  that  I  escaped  by  these  means ;  and  although  the  artful  fellows  knew 
these  things  were  under  my  bedding,  and  notwithstanding  that  the  turnkey  himself  saw  me 
pass  safely  out  of  the  prison,  yet  by  masking  their  treachery,  they,  like  some  villains  of  a  high 
grade  m  society,  who  effectually  cloak  and  mask  their  iniquitous  deeds,  will  continue  to  retain 
their  situations.** 


CHAPTER     XXIX. 

**  Maeb  my  tftle  would  tweU, 
Might  I  the  war-horie  Tirtoet  tell ; 
Yet  trace  him  thmmch  bat  one  dfty't  chanee, 
A  whirlwind  in  the  first  advance— 
A  fury  in  the  battle'*  heat— 
A  gaardian  angel  in  retreat,'— 
Who  bears  the  loter  ffrom  the  firay. 
And  sarea  him  far  a  luckier  day ; 
By  whoM  good  help,  when  fortune'a  down. 
Foil  many  a  king  hath  aared  hia  ciown.** 

««  Enoagh,  good  Hylas,  we  each  other  knew, 
A  trace  to  oompiiment,*tia  friendship'a  foe." 

**  The  horses  are  standing  ready  rigged  just  without  the  city  gates,  and  the  passport  is  snug 
in  my  pocket,**  said  the  sailor,  soon  as  we  had  passed  a  street  or  two ;  "  so,  your  honour,  let 
us  bear  a  hand  and  push  ahead  while  the  breese  frivours^  and  the  enemy  has  no  frigates 
abroad.** 

•*  Show  the  way,  lfeiidaj»  witb  the  best  speed  yon  can,"  WM  xvi  Vm^sh^xk^^* 
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It  was  a  dark  moraio^,  aod  aidcizaUi^  mm  fell $. but  tetswfre-aboiuBiUuicM  iavourable  id 
afiigitive.  Wc  passed  through  the  town  .without  meeting  .mora  than  two  .or  three  atraifgling 
persons ;  when,  by  virtue  of  Monday's  passport,  whioh  h*  .had  fMrowrtd  in  the  names  ol  two 
^  his  acquaintances  resembling  us  in  age  and  size,  we  found  no  difi^ulty  in  satisfying  the 
{[ttard,  and  getting  egress  at^thc  city  gates.  Having  now  prooeeded  a  short  distancot  wo-oame 
to  a  cabaret,  in  the  stable  of  which,  .tbanlu  to  the  sailor's  arrai^pementa  three  post-hones  wero 
standing  .ready  bridlvd  and  saddled. 

My  secretary  directed  the  attendant  u^urter  to  bring  out  his  borses»  and  the  laodlord*  who 
seemed  half  asleep,  his  dram  bottle,  when  recommending  me  to  take  a  g<MU  of  eau^dc-vk  -and 
a^outhful  of  bread  and  Panpesian  cheese,  to  fortify  my  stomatfh  against  the  damp  of  th» 
sBoming  air^  be  himself^  contrary  .to  the  .custom  of  madieal  adsiMuns,  enforoed  hit  own  noonv* 
aMndation  by  takiqg  a  double  dose  of  the  iiq^  presoribad'for  another. 

**  Foul  weather  bcfal  the  raseaUy  old  Jesuit,  and  the  letter  out  of  this  ovargrown  gamui 
liesides,**  say  I.  "  Would  that  his  ceverenfiOtthe  priest  was  beie,  .riding  between  us,  moonted 
op  this  restive  jade,  and  that  J  was. aloft  on  a  smoother  goer ;  that's  all  I've  to  lay,"  obaerved 
Jfonday,  after  his  horse  had  atarted  00^  kicking  and  plunging  tft  every  step. 

'*  Riding,  I  perceivQ,  is  not  your  fort,  and  you.«re4BOuntedon,a  vicious  animal;  theteftno 
let  .US  change  horses,"  said  L 

"  Kever  fear  me,  sir;  I'U  keejp  my  seat,  I  fraramt,*'  replied  the  sailor,  whose  mavitiaio 
pride  forbade  of  his  dismounting. 

*'  Pride  f*  says  one  of  our  adages,  '^  generally  meets  with  a  &1L"  Baforexie  had  prooeeded 
hr,  the  sailor  was  thrown  headlong  from  his  hors^f  and  thereby  punished  for  his  obatinacy, 
which  is  the  name  for  persevering  courage  when  misapplied.  Fortunately,  aa  it  praventod 
liim  from  being  maimed,  his  head  pitched  on  the  thickest  part  of  a  mnd^beap  screed  on  one 
«aide  of  the  rood ;  but,  jumping  up  as  soon  as  he  .could  eoUricate  himself  from  his  uninviting 
bed,  he  bawled  in  a  loud  voice  that  he  was  overboard,  but  trusted  1  would  take  either  his  or 
ihe  postillion's  horse  in  tow. 

The  advice  was  i^ot  thrown  awn^^..  Finding  the  loose  charger  bod  galloped  to  the  rear, 
and  that  our  attendant  was  on  the  eve  of  following  afUr  him,  I  promptly  stopped  the  foUow 
§tom  executing  the  retrograde  jnovement.by  seizing  hold  of  his  horse.*s  bsidl^ ;  .when  Monday* 
notwithstanding  his  wofui  plight,  stepped  to  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  steed,  .tmd  in  coarse  terms 
oidered  the  rider  to  dismount  and  go  on  foot  after  his. beast;  for  he  and  his  friend',  he  said» 
eliould  employ  their  time  better  than  in  searching  alter  vicious  runawt^  horses. 

The  man,  evidently  dissatisfied  at  the  order,  commeocod  starting  objections  to  complying 
^th  it ;  on  which  the  sailor,  uawilUng  to  waste  time  in  useless  discussiont  caught  hold  of  hiai 
found  the  waist,  and  lifted  him  from  hiii  horse,  when  he  himself  mounted  the  animal*  and 
oaying  that 'the  pair  of  hocks  and  money  for  their  hire  should  be  left  with  the  postmaster  at 
the  next  stage,  he  put  spurs  to  his  charger  and  galloped  away,  leaving  our  late  attendant, 
thanks  to  the  fraternal  embrace  he  had  received,  in  nearly  as  muddy  a  condition  as  himself^ 

We  now  proceeded  on  our  way  at  a  brisk  rate ;  till,  after  a  time,  checking  my  pace,  I 
jocularly  said,  "  The  Jew,  when  be  takes  in  his  neighbour  with  a  bad  article,  declares  that  a 
fair  exchange  is  no  robbery ;  and  you,  my  friend,  by  your  late  bargain,  show  yourself  to  be 
sauch  of  the  Jcw*s  way  of  thinking." 

"  Why,  sir,  to  own  the  truth,  the  capsize  I  have  had  has  taiigbt  me  that  he  who  rides  post 
on  a  bad  horse,  when  his  postillion  is  aloft  upon  a  good  goor,  is^ut  a  ninny  for  his  pains." 

*<  You  are  a  gainer  more  ways  than  one  by  this  ez£hW9ge»'*.  observed  I ;  *'  but,  joking 
opart,  *tis  well  you  were  not  hurt  by  the  fall." 

'<  A  sound  hull,  your  honour,  receives  no  ii\ittry  by  running  foul  of  a  mud  bank ;  yet  Tm 
In  a  pretty  pickle  I  most  own,  and  the  sooner  I  get  Sjcrubbed  down  the  better,"  rejoined  he» 
looking  at  his  own  dirty  condition. 

We  put  to  proof  the  good  bottom  of  our  horses ;  for  aided  only  by  several  short  delays  at 
'Cabarets  on  our  route,  to  bait  the  geoorous  .animals,  we  managed  to  reach  a  large  posting 
Ullage  on  the  road  to  Plaojootia,  to  which,  after  our  .cavalier  treatment  cf  ihe  postillion,  we 
^ieemed  it  advisable  to  proceed,  instead  of  going  in  an  opposite  direction,  under  pretence  of 
srhich  we  had  hired  the  post-horses. 

^.iA,  men  JjatUf"*  Mdi»i^i^^^ot$kt^h»m9^M^rmtlka^  rooeived  6harge  of 
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ilr  cattle  at  the  hMid—rlMi%  "thtt»har«w  briongtooldDer— ^oC  the  Pawier  Pot,  io 
Ibeiaaboarg  ef  PtmiA  oM  oityr** 

•*  You  think-  younall'  a  ibrMfdlBUaw,  aa  dovbV'  M^d  the  laQor ;.  **  neyerthelasa  you  may 
ba  wrong  for  onee  in  j^ur  lifii*" 

**  Ha,  ha,  ha !  **  laughed  aloud  the  ostler,  **  wrong  for  once  in  my  )ifo»  did  you  gay  ?  Yea, 
ieaora,  mayhap  I  may^  for  wboaaa  be  aiwafys  right?  Howaoever,  by  Saint  Benedict,  I  am 
Boi  in  the  wrong  box  this  time.  Here,  too,  are  my  evidencei,  and  they  shall  bear  me  through 
tte  tmth  of  my  story.  This,  gentlemen,**  added  he,  patting  one  of  the  horses,  **  this  is 
WhiatMng  Meg,  as  good  a  goer  as  any  mare  that  travels  the  road ;  but  then  she  has  got  a 
fIriBir  ^^  i^d  ia  a  lltUe  thiek  in  the  wind  or  so.  Then,  again,  here's  Old  Boreas,  as  nois^ 
■■d  hard  trotting  a  gekiingaa' rider,  ever  crossed  ;  but  I'U  tell  you  what,  senors,  you  were- 
in  lack's  way  not  to  have  had  the  old  tfooping  horse  hired  out  to  you,  for  if  you  had,  depend 
•tt  it  you  would  not  have  foiigotton  him  in  a  hurry.'' 

"  Why,"  inquired  the  sailor,  **  what  is  there  remarkable  in  the  animal  you  allude  to  ?" 

^  Why,  master,  to  let  yoa  into  a  bit  of  a  secret,  you  must  know,  it  is  not  long  since  I  lived 
ostler  at  the  Pewter  Pot^  aad  the  old-  trooper  there,  I  can  assure  you,  is  a  rum  one.  How 
Baranay  managed  to  train  him,.  I  an  sure  L  don't  know,  though  this  is  certain,  he  keepa  him 
lo  let  out  to  sii«nger»;  and  as  soon  as  the  old  devil  gets  some  little  distance  on  the  road,  he- 
off  bia  rider,  and  gallops  heme  to  his  stabler  where  a  feed  of  corny,  he  knows,  is  in  the 
reedy  for  him.. 

«*  Deraosy,  who  on  theaw oconsieaa  staya  on  the  watch  for  hun,.now  sends  the  trooper  - 
away  to  work  at  a  form  he  has  some  miles  from  the  Pewter  Pot,  and.  pretending  Che  horse  ia 
last,  he  frighteas  hie  unfortaaate  oustamer  by  threats  of  a  law-fuit  to  recover  its  valuer  until 
allaat  the  poor  follow  is  glad  to  compromise  the  business  by  paying  money  to  advertise-  the 
lost  animal,  and  make  up  for  a  week  or  two  of  his  hire." 

•*■  U  what  yon  say  be  cerreaty.  thia  Deianzy  must  be  a  precious  nascaly**  observed  the  sailor, 
talfaer  angrily. 

*"Tia  as  tme  aa  that  t  ataad  here,-*  rejoined  the  ostler ;  '^ howsoever,  provkled  your 
misgives  my  word»  you  have  but  to  ask-  among  the  sailor  chaps  of  Genoa,  who  some- 
travel  this-  wayv  whether  or  not  they've  heard  talk  of  Deransy's  trooping  borse»  and  III 
take  on  me  to  warrant  you'll  hear  enough  about  him." 

*  Wh^ would  you  have  me  inqnirs  among  the  sailors^  morertban  any  other  class  of  people?^ 
•aked  Monday,  somewhat  pettishlyw 

**  Lord  bless  your  honour,"  replied  the  grinning  ostler  "  anybody  may  take  in  a  sailor ;  a 
■dor  scarcely  knows  a  horse  from  a  oow— you  may  believe  it  or  not,  aa  you  please ;  but,  on 
■y  oath,  a  Dutch  skipper  bought  a  mule  of  my  old  master  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  her  to 
biacd ;  and  another  spoony  of  a  skipper  took  a  great  fancy  to  an  aged  nag,  almost  past  his 
work,  because  he  had  very  long  grinders,  which  this  sailor  captain  said  would  give  him  a  good 
start  at  an  inn  stable,  by  enabling  him  to  eat  two  allowances  of  bay  and  com  to  another  horse*» 
onei  Pincher  was  the  name  of  this  horse,  and  it  was- lucky  he  hadn't  been  bishoped,  that 
master  might  palm  him  ofF  for  a  young  'un,  as  ho  got  more  money  for  him  than  he  would  have 
got  for  a  six  year  old  gelding/* 

"  These  were  lubberly  bargemen,  and  not  sailors,  who  were  taken-in  inthis  foolish  manner,** 
Monday,  evidently  annoyed  by  the  conversation. 

'*  Ha,  ho,  ha  1 "  again  laughed  the  ostler,  disregardin<|f  the  last  observation,  and  then  adding, 
Deranzy  has  gathered  lots  of  shiners  from  the  sailors ;  the  old  trooper  is  kept  on  purpose  to 
accommodate  such  flats*  and  they  have  paid  him  her  value  twenty  times  over." 

"  Come,  my  friend,"  said  I,  smiling,  and  drawing  Monday  aside,  **  the  ostler  pushes  yon 
too  bard ;  you  will  do  well  to  call  to  mind  the  words  of  your  own  inimitable  bard, 

*'  Let  the  Mtricken  deer  gro  weep. 
The  hart  nag &lleil  play  ;" 

for,  rest  assured,  when  we  have  the  fVee  choice  left  us,  no  matter  whether  we  may  be  striekeii' 
In  mind  or  body,  the  wisest  course  is  to  play  like  the  hart,  and  not  suffer  afiUction  like  tht- 
wounded  deer." 

**  Would  that  I  had  the  lubber  aboard  a^shfp.  I'd  soon  teach  him  the  difference  betwee» 
t  saOor  and  an  ostler  fUlow^"  muttfered'  Mondays  walking  aw«9  ttOT!a)D&a^ti£Bflu«GL^^m^>n^^iii*»^- 
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9irM  fttlpf  anprriMMlM  that  Mwi  of  ny  fl^ 
duchy,  and  contideriiig  the  cireomstoiiea  of  the  hones  wj  eeeretafj  aad  I  hod  joaneyed  en 
belir  wen  knovm  here^  i  doened  It  pnwieaHmwedieteiy  to  deeaw^  end  fwamie  ear  jonimey, 
in  wieh  a  way  ae  woaid  attract  the  leait  notice,  and  leave  reaion  lor  Che  people  of  onr  halel 
to  imagine  we  were  etfll  in  the  vfllage.    . 

Aceordingly,  after  havfag  ghea  direotlena  tiiat  the  honea  should  he  taken  good  eare  of 
daring  the  tine  of  our  absenoe,  we  quitted  the  hotel,  and  on  fisot  proceeded  on  our  joamey 
towards  the  frontiers  of  the  emprese^ueen's  rule.  It  was  our  inteatioa  to  get  into  the  first 
diligence  that  might  overtake  ut ;  and  after  we  had  marched  at  a  brisk  pace  for  several  hoiin. 
that  of  Plaeentia  eane  np^  but,  to  our  disappointment,  had  its  fell  oompieoMnt  of  paasaosors. 
Presently  afterwards,  a  oomier,  who  also  overtook  ns,  slopped  Us  horse  to  mentioa  UmI,  when 
he  left  Parma,  search  was  making  there  after  a  maaway  traitor,  and  provided  that  either  of 
ns  should  be  the  man,  he  said  he  would  advise  him  to  get  out  of  s^t  of  people  oo  tlie  h%h 
road. 

The  wen-meanfag  oourier  was  no  sooner  lost  to  oor  view  than  we  profited  by  his  good 
advice,  and  taking  a  distant  hill  on  the  road  for  our  guide,  directed  our  course  for  it;  but 
walking  over  a  paHiless  oonntry,  where  hedges,  ditches,  trees,  and  ne^y-plooghed  land 
obstruct  the  way,  admits  of  little  comparison,  In  the  fatigue  it  canses,  to  journeying  oo  foot 
upon  a  smooth  road;  and  of  this  we  were  soon  made  sensible.  Besides,  sailors  are  not 
remarkable  for  being  good  pedestrians ;  and  Monday,  for  example,  had  not  exercised  his  legs 
more  than  two  hours  in  walking  over  the  broken  sofl  before  he  declared  that  he  conld  get  on 
no  longer,  but  must  come  to  an  anchor,  to  take  a  riiort  spell  of  rest 

**  Yonder  is  a  shepherd,  tending  his  sheep ;  we  will  seat  oonelves  beside  him,"  was  my 
smilhig  reply.~<*  WilUngly,  willingly,  sir,"  rejoined  the  sailor,  and  the  pair  of  us  trod  oor  way 
over  the  greensward,  to  the  bank  upon  which  the  shepherd  was  seated. 

The  fouNfooted  guardian  of  the  sheep  boldly  confronted  us,  to  oppose  onr  fiirther  progress 
towards  his  master's  seat ;  and,  with  the  hair  of  hit  back  bristled  up,  and  his  long  white  teeth 
rendered  fhrfous  by  his  snarl,  looked  no  contemptible  opponent;  but  his  master's  word  and 
whistle  hi  an  instant  tamed  this  faithfhl  slave,  who,  obedient  to  his  duty,  at  the  shepherd's  order 
turned  to  his  daily  occupation  of  lording  it  over  the  fleecy  flock,  and  left  us  to  pursue  our  path 
in  quiet. 

The  shepherd  was  a  silver-headed,  lame  old  man,  yet  he  cheerfully  rose  from  liis  seat  to 
salute  us,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  whole  three  were  comfortably  seated  beside  each  other, 
under  a  shady  tree,  on  the  verdant  bank. 

The  complimentary  expletives  resorted  to,  to  mnA  truth  In  more  fashionable  life,  were 
not  called  for  at  this  meeting ;  but,  pleased  at  the  unsophisticated  manners  of  the  shepherd, 
after  some  little  conversation  had  passed  touching  his  fleecy  charge,  I  thus  addressed 
him : — 

**  Your  days,  my  friend,  must  be  passed  away  rationally.     The  struggles  of  men  after  the 
gewgaws  of  life  disturb  you  not;  but  nature,  in  all  her  luxuriant  simplicity,  constantly  grati 
fies  your  sight" 

<*  You  say  true,  worthy  sir,"  replied  the  shepherd,  **  I  have  grown  old  amongst  my  sheep; 
and,  God  be  praised,  am  well  satisfied  with  my  lot " 

**  'Tis  an  enviable  one  to  a  man  who  can  divest  himself  of  ambition,  which  few  in  the  busy 
world  know  bow  to  do,"  observed  I. 

**  Ha,  this  is  what  Strephon  has  taught  me,"  said  the  shepherd.  '*  Till  Strephon  came  home 
from  the  wars,  I  was  not  so  content  He  it  was  taught  every  one  in  our  village  to  be  satisfied 
with  his  lot;  but  mayhap,  sir,"  added  be,  lookbg  earnestly  in  my  face,  "you  have  read  or 
heard  talk  of  Strephon  and  Hylas,  for  we  have  been  sung  together  in  a  book  called  the 
•Belglc  Pastorals/" 

**  Ha,  worthy  shepherd ;  is  it  you  then,  is  it  Hylas  that  I  see  ?**  said  Monday,  extending  his 
hand  to  take  that  of  the  old  shepherd.  **  I  have  read  the  *  Pastorals'  of  which  thou  speakest ; 
but  so  far  was  I  from  ever  expecting  to  meet  Hylas,  that  really,  until  now,  I  entertained 
doubts  whether  Strephon  and  Hylas  were  real  characters." 

<*  Real  to  be  sure,"  exclaimed  he,  with  emphasis ;  **  but  the  night  is  drawing  in,  and  I  am 
gvijjgr  home  with  my  flock ;  therefore,  if  you  are  not  better  engaged,  prithee,  kind  gentlemen. 


'  I 
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mMfyvnwdfmw  U9  m  by aoeooipMjtof  b»  to  Otmyiwi^  ihoiii mhmk diB§md npoo 
My  3P««  will  be  irelomMd  •■  wonbj  faetts  ouglit  lo  bc^** 

**  We  aoeept  of  year  tevitaUeo  with  jay.**  estiveitd  I,  *aad  beUefe  ae  to  be  ilMere. 
Uid  abepberd,  wben  I  iey»  I  would  rttber  be  the  eempeokm  oC  Btrephea  and  Hjhu  thie 
night,  to  witness  their  happy  friendship,  than  the  guest  of  a  monardk" 

The  lame  shepherd  bow  eroee  from  his  seat  to  ooUeet  together  his  ioek,  when  ^  who  had 
•ofor  perused  the  *Belgio  Pastorals,*  and  consequently  knew  nothing  of  the  story  of  Stiephoo 
and  Hylas,  availed  myself  of  this  opportunity  for  satisfying  my  curiosity  by  questioning  Bloa- 
4ay  on  the  subject 

Hylu  rejoined  us*  holding  the  I  ridle  of  a  pony,  which  he  had  caught  up  from  graiing 
.unang  hb  dieep ;  and  obeenred,  that  lamenesst  added  to  a  touch  of  the  Inftnnities  of  ag%  he 
tnuted  would  suflciently  plead  his  exease  for  riding  hoase,  when  accompanied  by  foot  oom« 
paniont  ikr  hie  betters  In  every  respect. 

The  party  of  us  proceeded  on  our  way  to  Strephon^  house,  the  lame  shepherd  seated  on 
Ma  pony,  wUeh  walked  between  Monday  and  me,  and  the  faithfhl  dog  taking  t^  management 
of  Uie  flock. 

''That  was  a  rare  happy  day,"  now  remarked  Hylas.  "  Ah,  that  was  a  real  happy  day, 
on  which  the  companion  of  my  boyhoood  returned  home  in  safety  from  his  arduous  cam* 
liaigna.  His  warlike  tales,  liis  music,  and  fine  figure,  soon  won  the  hearts  of  some  of  our 
village  lasses,  and  got  him  wedded  to  the  richest  of  them  all ;  since  which,  however,  thn 
house  of  Orange  lost  its  rule  over  our  native  land,  and  sooner  than  remain  living  there  under 
the  new  dynasty,  Strephon  and  his  family  quitted  the  country  of  their  birth,  having  sold  all 
their  property  there,  with  the  produce  of  which  my  friend  bought  an  estate  in  this  beautiftd 
duchy,  and  1  came  here  with  his  family,  still  to  tend  my  friend's  flocks.  The  dime  is  cong^ 
nial  to  us  all,  and  the  way  Strephon  came  to  fix  on  this  spot  was  from  his  having  campaigned 
here  when  a  soldier  in  the  French  army.  What  Strephon  possesses  I  know  is  at  my  ser- 
vice, but  I  abuse  not  his  confidence ;  and  although  Hylas  is  the  envy  of  all  shepherds  who 
see  him  riding  before  his  flock,  yet,  were  it  not  for  lameness,  I  would  scorn  to  ride  at  thia 
employ.** 

A  spacious  farm-house,  surrounded  by  lofty  elms,  was  Strephon's  place  of  abode ;  and  when 
our  procession  entered  upon  the  lawn  fronting  his  mansion,  the  worthy  farmer  came  out  to 
meet  it  He  was  a  tall,  military-looking  man,  apparently  verging  on  fifty,  but  athletic,  and 
handsome  for  one  of  his  age.  He  met  us  in  the  courteous  pleasing  manner  peculiar  to  meil 
trained  in  that  great  school  the  world,  yet  said  nothing  until  Hylas  had  notified  that  we  were 
travelling  gentlemen,  who,  at  his  invitation,  had  come  to  pay  him  a  visit ;  but  then  he  wel- 
oomed  us  with  great  cordiality,  and  leaving  Hylas  to  house  his  flock,  himself  led  the  way  into 
bit  house. 

In  the  snug  parlour  into  which  Strephon  conducted  us  was  his  wife,  a  good-humoured  buxom 
woman,  about  forty  years  of  age,  two  of  their  sons  under  sixteen,  and  a  daughter  more  than 
midway  advanced  in  tier  teens ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  fiimfly  party,  a  benign-looking  mid- 
dlO'Sged  roan  was  housed  there,  who  I  was  given  to  understand  was  the  celebrated  Signer 
Albani,  well  known  in  that  quarter  as  the  hermit  astrologer. 

**  Friend  Strephon,*'  said  the  hermit,  soon  as  the  ceremony  of  hitroduction  had  taken 
place,  **  with  these  good  signers'  permission  we  will  resume  the  conversation  we  were  en- 
gaged in.*' 

*<  Most  willingly,  for  I  always  feel  pleasure  and  derive  instrudlion  from  hearing  you  dis- 
course,** replied  Strephon;  "and  here,**  added  he,  ** comes  our  friend  Hylas  most  apropos 
for  the  subject,  as  astronomy  is  this  honest  shepherd's  delight"  « 

**  Your  last  question,"  said  the  astrologer,  soon  as  Hylas  had  seated  himself,  "regarded  the 
signs  of  the  zodiac,  which  apparently  you  think  astronomers  attach  great  importance  to ;  but» 
my  friend,  here  I  must  undeceive  you,  for  in  this  opinion  you  are  altogether  in  error." 

'*  Why,  then,  do  they  make  use  of  the  signs  ?"  asked  Strephon. 

**  For  the  reasons  why  medical  men  write  their  prescriptions  in  Latin ;  why  religion  is 
involved  in  deep  mystery ;  the  law  encumbered  with  useless  words,  foreign  to  the  language 
of  the  country  ivhere  it  is  practised ;  and  that  students  are  made  to  waste  the  best  years  of 


no  THB  ROMAKCIST  AND  NOVELfSrS  LIBRARY. 

thtfar  Ihres  in  letmtng  a  smattering  of  d«ad  languages,  u  U  stated  by  pedaDts,  to  prepare  tlitB 
for  the  study  of  living  tongues.** 

*  U,**  rejoined  Strephon,  **  I  may  ▼entnre  to  draw  an  iafereBoe  from  yomr  obsenrations;  the 
%!gns  of  the  todiae  are  neither  mora  nor  less  than  mysterioas  symbolsi  invented  to  shade  crftr 
astronomical  ignorance.** 

"  Preofsety  so ;  every  trade,  professton,  and  religion  has  Its  mysteries,  dttMng  in  degrees 
only  proportionately  to  tiie  desniess  or  obseurity  of  the  Folea  and  prinelplas  of  the  erefty  or 
tUth  itself,  and  the  relative  degrees  of  knowledge  or  ignorance  of  its  professors:  thus,  fbr 
example,  the  business  of  a  carpenter,  though  of  the  highest  utility,  does  not  abound  with  nys- 
ter{es,l>ecause  almost  every  man  is  eompetent  to  judge  of  what  be  sees  done.  It  is  those 
things  of  which  the  great  majority  of  muklnd  are  fneapable  of  judging  eorreedy,  such  aa  the 
drawing  up  of  law  papers,  ortheexaet  proportion  of  drugs  required  to  be  udzed  in  aalek 
person's  medicine,  which  leave  most  room  for  the  praetice  of  craft  in  tiwse  who  psepMe 
tfiem,* 

'^  I  feel  theAiQ  tmth  of  yo«nr  remarits,"  observed  Strephon.  **  In  my  oampa^gns^  many  is 
the  fine  fellow  I  have  seen  suffer— the  victim  of  a  wrong  medicine.*' 

**  It  will  generally  be  femid,''  resumed  the  astrologer,  **  that  the  most  ignorant  praetit!oners» 
aa  wen  as  those  profcisions  which  are  of  Ike  least  real  uffMty  to  mankind,  are  the  most  ressariu 
able  for  their  firauds— that  which  Is  clear  and  shnple  being  soomI  and  goed^  and  that  which  fa 
eompBcated  or  veAed  In  mystery  dangerous  and  wortUesa." 

"*  P^  as  regards  imfiridual  merit,  I  strongly  feel  the  troth  of  theso  remmktC  aniimad 
Strephoft.  *■  In  my  military  career  I  cenld  net  hat  diseevir  that  the  meet  silent^  goardedelM- 
racters  generally  are  most  shallow  hi  capaelty»  and  diow  thsieWu  to  be  the  worst  prindpM 
fphere  selfl>faiterest  is  at  stake." 

^Bthlentiy  80^"  said  the  astrologer.  **  Jnstleep  aaedi  no  foB^  and  genins  ever  casts  mystery 
aside.  Hence  tt  foUows  tfiat  Uttle^aslnded  men,  belag  incapable  of  feeNng  generous  thoughts^ 
are  perpetually  on  the  watdi  to  aggrandlie  theflH^tvee^  aad  eonieqnently  they  rise  to  the 
lilgher  stations  among  mankind." 

**  The  days  of  Fabridus  are  long  since  gone  by,**  observed  Monday,  with  a  smile.  **  Dare 
to  be  poor,  and  emulate  a  god,  is  not  a  mavim  for  this  age.** 

^  So  much  the  more  unfortunate  for  the  age^**  observed  the  astrologer.  **  But  to  return 
to  the  subject  of  empiricism,  wUch  must  ever  be  a  thriving  trade,  inasmuch  as  the  worid 
love  mystery,  or,  in  other  wordSj  to  be  imposed  on ;  else,  why  so  many  religions,  or  why  so 
many  imposton? 

<*  A  quack  doctor,  simply  to  become  rieh,  should  adopt  a  mode  of  practice  ridiculous  in 
Itself,  and  contrary  to  reason  in  all  its  essential  points ;  but  if  he  wouM  amals  a  prodigious  for- 
tune, he  must  profess  doing  things  in  his  practice  which  it  is  impossible  can  be  done.  ThuB» 
for  example,  one  man  imposes  his  worthless  mixture  upon  the  worid  as  a  balm  of  Gilead,  or 
vegetable  pill,  endowed  with  rirtoes  to  cure  all  complaints;  and  the  impostor,  in  due  time, 
accumulates  ample  riches.  Another  designing  knave  starts  up  to  out- Hector  this  quack  by 
professhig  the  power  of  divination ;  and  this  wonder  of  the  world,  this  more  than  Delphic 
oracle,  speedily  secures  to  himself  a  princely  revenue :  be  pnslenda,  by  extracting  what  he 
calls  the  acrid  humour  from  them,  to  prevent  certain  dreaded  disorders  afflicting  his  patients* 
who,  to  make  the  absurdity  doubly  glaring,  usually  are  persons  in  sound  health,  until  thtSr 
bodies  get  mutilated  by  the  cutting  and  maiming  practice  of  this  destroyer  of  his  species." 

Here  Strephon's  good  dame  interrupted  the  discourse  by  an  exclamation  of  horror,  and 
asked  the  astrologer  if  what  he  had  stated  really  was  fact  ? 

**  Yes,  signora,"  smilingly  repRed  the  sago ;  ^  when  man  loses  sight  of  reason,  nothing  can 
be  too  absurd  for  hhn,  and  thit  is  as  true  as  that  the  mud  of  the  Ganges,  stuffed  into  the 
mouth  and  nostrils  of  the  dying,  is  the  Hindoo  priest's  extreme  unction.** 

**  To  return  to  the  ifavt  subject,**  said  Strephon,.  disregarding  hia  good  woman's  question, 
at  which  the  astrologer  had  smiled*  **  You  acknowledge  to  ns  that  the  zodiac  signs  are  but 
mysterious  symbols,  hi  vented  to  veQ  over  astronomical  ignoraiwe ;  but  you  have  not  told  ns 
whence  these  symbda  originated.'* 

*^  To  be  brief,  then,  aal  sea  tha  topper  is  befaig  put  on  tholaUe^  I  will  content  mysdf  by 
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quoting  «.paa«^  from,  the  ira^y  W  '  King  Murat '  which.  I  ihink.  will  sufficiently  elnddato 
tlie  Mibject  :«- 

Bistorjr  telli, 
JL  •1ie|)u0iil  oi  llomt  Cmkmm  *tww  inHiMl 

Suiting  bit  native  laad.' 

I  shall  merely  add,  that  what  this  iDgeoious  shepherd  devised  as  fit  symbols  to  represent  the 
petty  state  wherein  he  resided,  astronossers,  since  .his  time,  have  bat  altered  and  enlarged  3 
they  not  having  been  able  to  devise  a  more  mysterious  system  than  what  these  symhohi  affiird 
fof  amusing  the  credulous  readers  of  their  almanacs." 

Ezoellent  food  and  a  hearty  welcome  were  given  Strephon's  guests  at  their  supper,  and 
choice  wine  constituted  their  beverage ;  compliments  there  were  none  shown,  for  Strephoa 
had  learnt  in  his  travels  that  they  serve  as  a  drawback  on  boqMtality 

The  meal  over,  cigars  were  introduced,  when  the  kind  host,  after  teUiag  the  sailor  he  wag 
acquainted  with  the  customs  of  England,  mixed  a  large  flowing  bowl  of  punch,  and  ladled  <»iit 
a  glassful  of  the  generous  liquor  10  each  individual  of  the  oompany. 

**  Here  is  prosperity  to  old  England  and  her  navy,"  said  Strephon,4rinking  off  his  punch. 

**  Thank  ye,  thank  ye,  eir,**  oried  the  sailor ;  **  it  seema  that  yau  know  something  of  my 
;  mayhap,  friead,  as  yoa  so  kindly  toast  the  navy,  you  m^  iiava  been  aboard  a  king'g 


**  l*ve  been  aboard  many  ships  in  my  time,  but  of  all  the  decks  I  ever  trod  upon,  that  of  aa 
•Id  English  frigate  is  the  freshest  in  roy  memory.*' 

•*  Bless  me  1"  eadaimed  the  aailor,  evidently  delighted  at  what  he  had  just  heard ;  "  I 
didnt  know  you  had  been  aboard  a  British  ^p  of- war;  however.  *tis  a  charming  place  for 
passing  away  the  younger  part  of  a  man's  life ;  isn't  it  now,  sir?" 

fitrephon  smiled  at  Monday's  observation,  saying,  different  men  had  different  ways  of 
thinkhfig,  and  the  merits  of  everything  were  dependant  on  comparison* 

"  Odd's  blood,"  asked  the  astonished  sailor,  **  what  con  be  compared  with  a  British  man-of* 
war?  Tall  and  straight,  tight  and  buoyant,  clean  and  neat,  she  walks  through  the  water;  « 
m«a-oC-war  is  the  best  of  homes  for  a  seaman  in  all  climes  he  may  visit." 

"  Two  dreary  long  years  passed  at  Sheerness  on  board  an  old  frigate,  fitted  up  as  a  hulk^ 
might  serve  to  cool  even  the  warmth  of  your  steal,"  drily  remarked  Strephoo. 

**  U  would  serve  as  a  cooler  to  any  man  living,"  replied  the  sailor,  *'  howsoever,  I  hope 
you've  not  undergone  It."— ^*  Indeed  I  have,"  rejoined  he ;  "  nor  can  I  think  of  my  sufferings 
wHhiMit  saying,  'twos  a  cruel  system  of  the  government  there  to  punish  unfortunate  soldiers* 
thehr  prisoners,  by  shutting  them  up  in  loathsome  ships,  to  linger  life  away  almost  in  hopeless 
misery.' 

Monday  now  looked  somewhat  abashed ;  but  I»  feeling  for  him,  changed  the  convert 
sstioo  ,by  asking  Signor  Albini  if  he  attached  importance  to  the  predictions  of  his  brother 
astrokigers. 

**Mo  man  in  his  senses,  and  aoquauited  with  astrology,  can  doubt  the  mflaemaeof  the  stars,'* 
re|iUed  be.  '^  I  myself  can  east  nativities,  so  as  to  foretcl  a  man's  ultimate  late,  smd  the  great 
events  of  his  life ;  but  let  the  doubter  examine  the  predictions  of  Adam  Miiller,  the  Macstrich 
prophet — for  they  have  become  fomous  as  those  of  the  famed  Nostradamus— and  astrology 
bear  out  these  prophecies.  Alexander  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia  received  Miiller 
mast  favourably  in  the  year  1806^  and  seeing  some  of  his  j>rophccies  had  been  fulfilled,  they 
aetad  <»  his  advice,  and  made  many  happy  political  changes.  Amongst  the  unfulfilled  an-* 
■onncements  of  this  great  prophet  are  these — that  many  of  the  German  states  will  chango 
thair  places— that  aroMes  from  the  west  and  firom  the  north  will  cleave  the  threefold  lily ;  or, 
in  other  words,  will  divide  France  into  four  portions — that  her  monarchs  will  give  way,  the 
old  to  the  young,  the  young  to  the  younger,  and  the  younger  to  him  who  will  be  their  monarchy 
b«t  ia  no  monarch. 

**  In  the  east  of  Europe  them  is  to  be  a  struggle  between  two  monstrous  females  — -  one  a 
haathen  Christian)  the  other  a  Turk,  and  eaoh  will  conquer  the  other ;  and  then  they  shall 
^pkfi  lo  bearing  a  large  book,  soented  with  the  richest  perfumes,  and  surmounted  with  a  massy 
golden  crown ;  which  book  shall  be  universally  read  when  Britain  knows  and  keens  her  true 
pine,  and  after  a  TMur  W .  iMMinl  4tpp^t^* 
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^  M^Hcf  ,  who  was  ignorant  of  astronomy,  looked  for  this  nniYorsal  oppbiiCldii  on  oartli^ 
whereas  he  should  have  sought  it  in  the  sky.  He  would  then  have  known  that  his  predictions 
pointed  to  events  subsequent  to  the  year  1830,  for  in  this  year  all  the  superior  planets,  including 
the  new  ones,  were  in  opposition.  Let  us  watch,  then,  the  unfolding  of  events,  and  endeavour 
to  decipher  honest  Adam  Miiller's  half  written  words,  Bera — ,  Beae— ,  Bona — be.** 

Hylas  looked  wildly  around  him  at  the  termination  of  the  hermit's  discourse*  and  cndca* 
voured  in  vain  to  repeat  the  words  Benu^  Beae—,  Bona— be.  Meanwhile  the  hostess  sat 
bcwHdered  by  the  astrologer's  allusion  to  a  struggle  between  two  monstrous  females. 

Till  the  time  came  for  retiring  to  repose,  fnendly  instructive  converMUion  passed  aronnd 
among  the  happy  company  assembled  before  Strephon's  cheerful  fire.  This  may  truly  ho  said 
to  have  been  a  feast  of  reason ;  and  yet  the  circumstance  communicated  by  the  hermit  astro* 
loger  of  his  being  able  to  cast  nativities,  inspired  a  great  portion  of  the  company  with  strong 
feelings  of  awe  towards  him,  and  caused  their  hostess  to  express  a  desire  that  her  daughter's 
nativity  should  be  cast  by  the  learned  man. 

Comfortable  beds  in  a  double-bedded  room  awaited  Monday  and  me,  and  after  we  had  hid 
good-night  to  the  company,  onr  kind  host  escorted  us  to  our  chamber ;  when,  having  closed 
the  door,  he  communicated  that  one  of  his  labourers  had  recently  returned  home  from  a  neigh- 
bouring village,  bringing  the  news  that  search  was  being  made  there  after  an  Englishman,  wh» 
had  escaped  from  prison  at  Parma,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  young  countryman  of  his ;  botb 
of  whom,  it  was  reported,  had  been  seen  and  spoken  to  by  a  courier,  travelling  a-pitd  on  the 
high  road,  not  more  than  three  leagues  off. 

With  an  enlightened  man,  such  as  Strephon,  I  deemed  it  best  to  place  implicit  confidence ; 
and  therefore  frankly  communicated  to  hbn  that  I  was  the  party  sought  after,  but  explained 
how  unjustly  I  had  been  imprisoned. 

In  return,  the  worthy  fanner  remarked,  that  it  would  be  imprudent  for  us  to  travel  any 
further  upon  the  high  road,  and  unhesitatingly  offered  himself  to  be  our  guide  over  the  country 
until  we  had  crossed  the  frontier  ;  however,  on  second  thoughts,  he  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  safest  course  to  pursue  would  be  for  me  and  my  friend  to  travel  in  company  with 
Signor  Albini,  whose  intention  was  to  depart  in  the  morning  the  same  way  that  we  had  to 
-oumey,  to  go  to  his  hermitage ;  adding,  that  his  highly  respected  Ariend  was  reverenced 
everywhere,  and  as  he  made  his  journeys  across  the  country  on  foot,  he  knew  all  the  by-ways^ 
as  well  as  the  most  retired  cabarets ;  therefore,  if  in  his  company,  there  would  he  little  or  no 
danger  to  apprehend  of  onr  getting  safely  over  the  frontier  of  the  duchy. 

We  highly  approved  of  this  salutary  advice,  and  thanked  Strephon  for  having  given  it,  when 
the  worthy  man  quitted  us  to  communicate  his  little  plan  to  the  astrologer,  so  that  he  might 
be  prepared  to  depart  with  his  fellow  guests  at  the  dawn  of  day. 

Young  healthy  persons,  who  have  contented  their' appetite  after  they  have  undergone  much 
bodily  fatigue,  seldom  require  the  aid  of  narcotics  to  drown  their  senses  in  oblivion,  and  i 
enjoyed  one  uninterrupted  sleep  from  shortly  after  Strephon's  departure,  to  when  that  worthy 
farmer  awoke  me  on  the  following  morning.  "  My  worthy  guests,  the  cock  has  crowed  to 
proclaim  a  new  day ;  now/'  said  he,  **  the  day  too  will  be  fine,  for  my  never-failing  barometer 
proclaims  as  much." 

**  These  barometers  of  yours  must  be  choice  ones,"  observed  the  sailor,  rubbing  his  drowsy 
eyes ;  **  for  my  own  part,  I  never  could  meet  with  one  to  be  depended  on." 

<■  Mine  are  the  barometers  of  nature,"  rejoined   Strephon ;  **  I  mow  and  I  reap ;  I  plant 
1  gather  in  my  grapes,  and  am  guided  in  all  agricultural  pursuits  by  them,  for  they  never  &il 
me." 

**  Bless  us  r  exclaimed  the  sailor>  raising  his  eyes  with  wonder,  "  these  are  rare  compasses 
to  steer  by.  **  What  I  no  variation  in  them  ?  But  pray,  my  good  friend,  explain  then*  nature, 
for  who  knows  but  they  may  prove  a  fortune  to  a  sailor?" 

<*  The  shepherd,  the  grasier,  and  the  former  who  would  thrive,  must  attend  to  these  baro- 
meters,*' replied  Strephon.    **  I  repeat,  they  are  the  barometers  of  all-bounteous  nature. 
The  spider  is  busied  weaving  his  silken  snares'iin  the  open  air,  and  the  horse-leech  lies  quiet 
at  the  bottom  of  the  stagnant  pool ;  therefore,  depend  upon  it,  for  these  are  unerring  prophets 
that  foir  weather  is  before  us.** 

The  astronomer  was  a  true  republican  in  hiM  idaif^  for  be  detattod  oppMnfon,  and  tof«d  to 
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IM  a  proper  equality  amoDg  mankiod ;  and  also  a  philoiopher,  enligiitened  by  the  ituwt^m^^^if 
gifU  of  learning,  without  wearing  the  yoke,  too  often  attendant  on  it,  of  pedantry  :  therefore 
he  rejoiced  at  the  opportunity  afforded  him  of  aiding  a  fellow-citizen  of  the  world  in  escaping 
out  of  a  country  where  he  had  suffered  unmerited  persecution,  and  was  being  sought  after  la 
be  made  suffer  still  greater  injustice,  which  made  him  signify  to  me  the  pleasure  with  which  he 
aadertook  the  office  of  my  conductor. 

The  members  composing  Strephon's  family  may  be  said  to  live  all  their  days,  for  they  rise 
with  the  sun  ;  consequently,  when  we  were  about  to  depart,  the  family  all  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  by  its  loved  mistress's  direction,  bowls  of  warm  milk,  and  white  wheaten  cakes  of 
her  own  making,  were  presented  to  the  departing  guests. 

**  Bena — ,  Bona— be,  and  the  good  company  of  last  night,  will  be  fresh  in  my  memory 
while  I  am  tending  my  sheep  to-day,'*  said  Hylas,  when  taking  his  leave  of  the  hermit 
astrologer. 

"  Remember  my  wishes  regarding  Augusta's  nativity,'*  were  the  last  words  of  their  hostess 
to  tbes&me. 

**  I've  sailed  out  of  fairer  ports,  but  I  never  left  bonester  people  behind  me,"  exclaimed  the 
sailor,  taking  a  farewell  look  at  the  mansion  be  had  just  quitted. 


CHAPTER   XXX. 

•  • 

"In  •pAcioot  •abtemneaa  room, 
Capp*fl  by  a  lofty  form  of  4<nae, 
By  viewleM  cbkin,  Ludk  mooo-Hke  ball, 
Sbeddmg  it*  ghastly  light  o*er  «I1. 
Thing*  staiTd  of  every  kind  were  there, 
Tbftt  liTe  in  earth,  in  seayand  air; 
From  frightful  raoa«t«r«  of  the  deep 
To  umallett  tribes  that  fly  and  creep : 
All  wtkicb,  the  hermit  said,  were  store 
For  works  of  scientific  lore.** 

"  This  region  sarely  is  not  of  the  earth. 
Was  it  not  dropt  from  Heaven  ?    Not  a  grove, 
CitroB,  or  pinr,  or  cedar,  aoC  ■  grot, 
Sea<wom  and  mantled  with  the  gadding  vine. 
Bat  breathes  enchantment." 

Strsphon  accompanied  us  a  short  distance  on  our  way,  when  he  bid  us  good  bye,  to  return  to 

bis  peaceful  abode.     "  Adieu !"  said  the  hermit  astrologer,  smiling  and  shaking  hands  with 

his  pastoral  friend ;   *'  when  the  Hon  roars,  and  the  scorpion  spits  forth  its  venom  at  my 

hermitage,  I  shall  again  seek  the  rural  abode  where  Mars  lives  !n  the  clothing  of  a  bmb." 

— "  Adieu,  worthy  friend,"  was  my  observation ;  "believe  me,  in  whatever  thorny  path  I  may 

tread,  the  remembrance  of  the  happy  evening  I  passed  at  your  cheerfhl  hearth  will  ever  be 

toothing  to  my  mind.     He  who  should  quit  your  house  In  search  of  felicity  elsewhere,  wouU 

be  insane  as  a  lunatic,  who  weds  a  scold  with  the  view  of  enjoying  domestic  peace." — <*  Adieu, 

friend  and  messmate,"  said  the  sailor ;  '*  the  navigator  who  sails  round  the  globe  will  not  find 

a  snugger  port  to  put  in  at  than  the  one  in  which  we  lay  anchored  last  night.' — **  Farewell  to 

ye  an,  my  good  friends ;  but  let  me  entreat  of  you,  when  you  can,  to  revisit  me ;  for  at  no 

time  does  my  wine  look  so  bright,  or  my  heart  feel  so  buoyant,  as  when  kind  guests  enliven  my 

house  with  their  presence :  to  Strephon  friendship  is  a  blessing  which  cannot  be  defined ;  a 

treasure,  without  which  the  world  would  appear  to  him  a  blank." — **  There,"  remarked  the 

hermit,  soon  as  the  warm-hearted  farmer  had  got  out  of  hearing,  **  if  happiness  be  a  resident  on 

this  earth,  with  our  excellent  friend  there  it  is  that  she  resides.     Fortune  favoured  him  with 

aome  of  her  choicest  gifts  at  a  time  when  he  had  learned  their  value ;  and  experience  haf 

taught  him  that  rich  wisdom— content** 

After  Strephon  had  quitted  us,  pleasant  discourse,  interrupted  only  by  occasional  halts  to 

refresh  ourselves,  served  to  lighten  the  fatigue  of  our  journey  until  sobh  time  as  an  homely 

sapper,  and  a  few  hours  of  sound  repose  at  the  humble  abode  of  a  peasant,  dosed  the  events 

of  the  day.    Next  morning  we  arose  with  the  lark,  when,  after  drinking  a  draught  of  new  milk, 

and  eating  an  oaten  cake  each,  We  proceeded  on  our  journey,  which,  as  on  the  preceding  day^ 

was  enriched  by  the  hermit's  conversation,  so  as  to  be  made  a  constant  faitellectua]  feast. 

Signor  AJbini  was  a  native  of  the  duchy  of  Ptfina,  and  bn  Ydi  "fwini^  ^^\Ml^&ft^  V^^>^ 
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oAee  te  tiM  gwctuureilt  there ;  bat  dlsai^ifitment  tn  a  love  lAir/Aiid  dUguit  eiif0nd«nd 
by  leeiBg  bb  0Miiitr}imerD  put  under  the  nile  of  any  fMroign  state  or  penooago  vHiom  it  fliiglit 
plaaae  certain 'greaVpovrers  to  nominate,  had  driven  "him  to  feok  for  happineM  away  from  -tiw 
boBy  haunts  of  man,  and  a  cave  in  a  monntain  between  Parma  and  Genoa  was  now  his  arail 
residonce.  But  this  enlightened  personage  was  no  misanthrope ;  for,  though  denominatod  m 
hermit,  he  not  only  loved  his  fellow.men,  and  would  frequent  journey  about  the  ooantiy 
bant  on  deeds  of  benevolence  towards  them,  but  iie  well  knew  how  to  ci^|oy  with  modemtlon 
all  the  rich  gifts  of  Providence ;  and,  when  at  home  at  Ms  cavern,  he  was  always  wiUbig  to 
share  these  j^ht  with  his  visitors,  while  the  study  of  astrology*  and  the  vast  wooden  -cif 
nature,  afforded  him  constant  occupation,  and  served  to  make  him  the  most  instraetive  'and 
agreeable  of  companions. 

As  we  trudged  along,  the  hermit  amused  my  secretary  and  me  by  bis  aoeoant  of  the  UtH* 
court  of  Parma,  presided  over  by  the  great  Corsican  adventurer's  imperial  widow—- the  arOfa* 
doehess  of  different  husbands.  **  Her  pageant  court,'*  said  he,  "apes  the  greet  one  <if  Paris, 
and  constantly  affords  an  harlequm  exhibition,  at  which  the  titled  and  subordinate  grades 
admitted  there,  habited  in  embroidered  coats,  the  breasts  of  which  were  bediiened  with  stars* 
medals,  ribands,  and  other  badges  of  servility,  serve  to  show  the  grossest  want  ot  manners, 
which  disgusts  the  man  of  refinement.  In  fine,  this  insignificant  court,  with  its  birth-days, 
drawing-rooms,  and  levees,  exhibits  the  frivolity  of  a  great  one,  placemen  and  pensionerg 
herding  to  it  to  grin  thanks  for  favours,  and  solicit  fresh  ones,  to  more  grievously  burden  the 
state.  However,  contemptible  as  we  are,  we  have  not  yet  acted  the  insane  part  of  some  states; 
which  have  banished  the  ablest  citizens  for  publishing  matter  not  offensive  to  truth  or  to 
religion,  but  offensive  to  their  courts. 

**  Monarchs,  ministers  of  state,  and  aristocrats,  would  do  well  to  bear  in  mind,  that  those 
who  quarrel  with  truth,  merely  because  truth  is  unpleasant  to  them,  can  make  no  pretensions 
to  the  wisdom  of  philosophy,  or  the  knowledge  requisite  for  legislation ;  they  should  also 
recollect,  that  when  the  press  swerves  from  truth,  It  loses  its  influence.  Moreover,  truth  wiQ 
shame  the  page  of  falsehood,  and  reconvince  those  who  have  been  momentarily  deceived. 
But  here  I  shall  conclude  the  sad  subject,"  added  the  hermit,  smiling  a  sarcastic  smile; 
«*  therefore  we  will  leave  the  head  governing  powers  to  the  g^tle  mercy  of  ministers  and 
courtiers,  whose  study  it  is  to  keep  truth  fiom  entering  their  ears,  and  honesty  from  approaching 
their  persons." 

We  arrived  at  the  hermit  astrologer's  place  of  residence  on  the  third  day,  without  any 
memorable  advaatare.  It  was  a  monstrous  cave,  divided  into  several  compartments,  the 
largest  capped  by  a  lofty  form  of  dome,  which  abounded  with  stuffed  or  petrified  oodles  of 
almost  every  description,  and  also  skeletons.  Specimens,  too,  were  here  of  many  kinds  of 
stone,  metals,  plants,  and  earth,  some,  as  the  hermit  told  us,  of  his  procuring,  but  that  the 
greater  part  he  had  found  here ;  while,  as  to  the  skeletons  and  petrified  bodies,  he  considered 
them  to  be  of  ^tl^yt>^^^,  reptiles,  and  birds,  which  had  found  refuge  in  the  cavern,  in  times  oC 
devastatbn,  from  storms,  inundations,  and  rancorous  foes.  The  furniture  of  the  large  coou 
partment  was  of  a  oharacter  suitable  to  the  place ;  the  legs,  for  example,  of  stools,  chairs,  and 
tables,  being  shaped  in  bone-like  fashion,  and  the  little  looking-glass  was  framed  in  the  extended 
mouth  of  a  huge  skeleton  of  a  man.  Bars  of  iron,  in  imitation  of  human  bones,  were  fixed  ia 
the  spot  allotted  for  the  grate ;  and  a  row  of  skulls,  set  in  blackened  metal,  ornamented  a 
shelf,  as  the  drinking  cups  of  the  chamber.  But  although  everything  in  the  large  division  of 
the  cavern  was  of  an  ajqiaUing  character,  such  was  not  the  case  in  the  smaller  chambers'-^ 
there  all  was  ngatngst  and  propriety ;  the  furniture,  too,  plain  and  good,  and  the  signer  ke|it 
two  elderly  servaata— a  man  and  a  woman. 

It  was  evening  when  we  reached  this  extraordinary  place  of  abode,  and  our  host,  after 
ushering  Monday  and  me  into  his  grand  sepulchre  for  aU  things,  smiled  the  smile  of  wekseme 
when  he  contemplated  our  countenances,  whereon  astonishment  must  have  been  forcibly 
depioted.  He,  however,  was  well  bred,  and  therefore  made  no  uncourteous  remarks ;  but 
briefly  observed,  that  this  wonderful  cave  was  his  own,  and  that  he  possessed  lands  on  the 
Alps,  with  vineyard^  sheep-walks,  and  a  fair  share  of  gold  and  silver  besides. 

A  Jamb,  which  in  **^*^  cheap  country  is  worth  about  one  shilling,  was  now  cooked  for  our 
iiMPKl^jarijiritbiaohfdimaiitaaccompanimenJ^a  most  hearty  meal  ^ 
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grand  fepnlchre,  for  we  prtferred  a  smaner  apartment,  and  wme  glanes,  to  tbednilb  diiplayed 
in  that  great  place  of  mortality.  Good  beds  were  prepared  for  onr  aecommodation,  and  en 
the  following  morning  I  proposed  departing ;  but  my  host  to  warmfy  invited  me  to  spend  a 
day  with  hioi,  to  view  the  rich  scenery  of  the  neighbourhood,  that  I  gladly  availed  myself  of 
his  hospitality,  when  my  secretary  and  I,  accompanied  by  oar  hermit  (Kend,  much  enjoyed  a 
ddlghtful  walk,  and  the  magnificent  views  of  the  country  which  it  stfordtd  us.  In  the  evening, 
after  oar  dinner,  my  enlightened  host  was  pleased  to  cast  my  nativity,  as  also  that  of  my 
•teretary ;  but  as  1  attached  little  importance  to  astrological  predictions,  I  took  not  much 
notice  of  what  he  foretold,  though  this  much  I  can  call  to  mind,  that  he  said  fortune  promised 
me  an  aristocratic  title  and  a  wealthy  young  wife,  with  whom  I  should  live  long  and  happy. 
But  how  could  I  do  otherwise  than  laugh  in  my  sleeve  at  the  idea  of  Andrew,  the  son  of  Andrew 
and  Diana  Winpenny,  living  to  be  ennobled? 

As  our  route  to  his  wondrous  plaoe  of  abode  bad  diveiged  from  the  road  I  proposed  journeying 
for  Florence,  but  my  host  so  strongly  recommended  me  to  proceed  there  by  the  circuitous  way 
of  Lucca,  that  I  could  not  but  agree  to  follow  his  advice  ;  and  this  I  did  the  more  readily,  at 
he  voluntarily  engaged  to  go  to  Parma,  wbara  he  poMessed  some  inflnence  with  the  govem- 
BMOt,  purposely  that  he  mi|^  interest  himialf  in  my  afBiir  there,  and^  if  possible,  get  ay 
MJiSed  property  restored  to  me. 

It  was  with  ieelings  of  real  regret  that  I  took  leavo  of  this  truly  good  man,  and  I  thoroughly 
bafiei«  that  Bfonday  felt  similar  sensatioBs.  Hehimielfsawusdapaftfai  abiredcarria0Bfroai 
A  noighboaring  village,  aflter  eiphining  how  I  waa  to  write  to  him  at  a  given  address  at  Panna 
as  ioon  as  I  oame  to  a  sfationaiy  halt,  and  how,  in  return,  lio  would  write  to  bm^  and,  if  posiible^ 
tnuunsit  me  my  baggage. 

Svarything  tended  to  makeour  jonmeyto  Ltteca  adeUghtfU  one,  inasmnofaas  weoarselves 
fdi  an  inclination  to  be  pleated.  The  weather  watbeautiliil,ti>t  reads  in  good  oondltion,  and 
mat  fdlow  travellers  were  agraeaUe  companiona. 

The  independent^spirited  man  faela  enlivened,  when,  having  quitted  a  territory  where  idle 
Uan  and  ceremonies  predominate,  he  enten  into  that  of  a  well-governed  republic,  wheee 
dQlgence,  enterprise,  and  hustle,  mark  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  What  a  happy  contrast ! 
'  Instf  id  of  satiating  the  sight  with  the  equipages  of  sloth,  and  tax-gatherers  at  their  unceasing 
•■yilof,.  gathering  revenue  for  the  support  of  profligate  idlmiess,  to  glad  the  eyes  with  beholding 
tbe  vehicles  of  traflSc,  and  the  great  community  lealously  labouring  for  tiie  general  good  1 

Tlie  diligence  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  Lucca  has  given  it  the  name  of  Lucca  the 
JadustTioas.  Their  manufiK^tures  consist  chiefly  in  silk,  and  gold  and  silver  stufis.  The  olivet 
aftd  aili  produced  in  their  territories  are  very  much  esteemed.  They  have  also  plenty  of  wine, 
hot  not  sufficient  corn  for  their  subsistence  ;  therefore  tbe  common  people  eat  cbesnuts  fre- 
Ifoently  instead  of  bread,  as  they  do  in  many  other  parts  of  Italy.  In  olden  times,  Lucca 
rapnbUe  usually  followed  tbe  fortune  of  the  neiglibonring  cities  of  Tuscany.  Happily,  how* 
ever  for  them,  in  1279,  the  people  purchased  their  independency  of  the  Emperor  Rodolph  for 
tern  thousand  crowns,  and  by  this  purchase  escaped  a  multiplicity  of  wars,  inevitable  under  the 
ambition  of  sovereign  rule,  as  also  the  payment  of  more  than  five  hundrediold  the  sum  given 
Cdt  their  liberty,  which  would,  sure  as  that  the  sun  should  ripen  their  vintage,  have  oeen 
extraoted  from  the  people  for  the  extravagant  ends  of  Italian  pageantry. 

Anxiety  is  a  bad  companion.  I  felt  anxious  regarding  the  fate  of  my  baggage ;  and,  there- 
Core,  although  I  was  extremely  well  pleased  with  this  little  republican  city,  hastened  away  from 
it  after  a  three  days*  stay.  My  secretary  and  I  departed  post  for  Florence,  denominated  by 
■any  people  the  Athens  of  Italy,  and  supposed  to  have  received  its  name  from  the  goddesa 
Flora  (for  no  other  spot  abounds  like  its  neighbourhood  with  fragrant  flowers).  The  ancient  town 
vat  destroyed  by  the  Goths,  and  Charlemagne  built  a  handsome  city  on  the  site  of  the  old  one  ; 
bot  instead  of  its  being  a  record  of  arts,  sciences,  and  learned  men,  the  history  of  Florenee 
consists  of  little  more  than  the  wars  of  the  Florentines  against  Rome,  Venice,  and  Milan, 
together  with  the  deeds  of  the  Guelphs  and  the  Gibellines,  and  the  remarkable  events  whieb 
happened  during  the  reign  of  the  Medici  family. 

Scarcely  had  my  secretary  and  I  got  housed  in  this  city,  after  a  most  pleasant  journey,  ere 
I  proceeded  to  pay  my  respects  to  a  well-known  prince,  who  had  hhred  the  palace  of  a  canline]^ 
to  deliver  to  hhn  a  letter  of  introduction  with  which  I  had  been  &NO\a^  Vj  m^  ln«si^«^^«^ 
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hermU  astrolagcr,  who  knew  the  prince  intimately,  and  had  been  honoured  with  his  company 
for  several  days  as  a  gnest  at  his  cavern. 

I  found  his  highness  at  home ;  and  he  received  me  most  courteously,  making  many  kind 
ioqniries  affcer  SIgnor  Albioi,  for  whom  he  avowed  a  sincere  regard ;  but  the  prince  being 
engaged  out  to  dinner  that  day,  yet  wishing  to  pay  immediate  attention  to  me  on  the  senor'a 
account,  proposed  my  aooompanying  him  to  the  Hon.  Blrs  0*Shufflewpll's»  where  he  was  to 
dine,  and  afterwards  accompany  her  party  to  a  masquerade.  This,  to  me,  novel  scene  in 
high  life,  promised  much  amusement,  and  I  thankfully  accepted  the  offer ;  and  accordingly,  in 
due  time,  had  the  honour  of  accompanying  his  highness  to  the  mansion  of  the  distinguished 
dowager. 


CHAPTER   XXXL 

Sir  DavkU^Kow  fiw  Um  cat— iwplie. 

Sir  Rmwv— What  catMlroplMf 

Str  DafM.-Wlqr,  ikeMtMCioptoof  aU  this  long  stary. 


I  HAD  just  writiteii  the  ibregoing  <)notation  from  the  Loggerheads,  and  was,  with  my  grey  goose 
quill  in  hand,  and  all  the  glee  and  good  will  imaginable  at  heart,  intently  occupied  in  the  task 
of  showing  the  humours  of  a  masquerade,  to  finish  the  third  number  of  my  Memoirs  (the  por- 
tion I  propose  publishing  every  spring),  to  transmit  it  to  England  from  my  villa  near  Naples, 
when  my  servant  disturbed  me  in  my  reveries  by  entering  the  apartment  with  a  letter  in  hit 
hand,  which  I  eagerly  broke  the  seal  of^  on  discovering  that  it  «ame  fhmi  the  publisher. 

Authors  in  general;  like  parents,  are  most  partial  to  their-  youngest  bantling,  and  blindest 
to  its  lisiults,  while  I,  having  a  &ir  share  of  this  weakness,  now  expected  pleasing  tidings  of  my 
two  first  numbers ;  nor  was  I  disappointed,  and  with  them  came  a  report  of  the  present  literary 
taste  of  the  British  public,  which  may  not  be  deemed  unworthy  of  commenting  upon. 

My  honest  publisher  tells  me  *  Andrew  Winpenny'  is  liked  and  sells  well,  notwithstanding 
that  I  have  mistaken  the  public  taste  by  professii^  to  expose  roguery ;  as,  to  use  his  words, 
the  lantern  of  truth  must  not  be  suffered  to  show  much  of  its  light ;  and  this  enlightened  gen- 
tleman complains  that  we  give  too  much  for  the  money,  remarking,  that  should  a  Johnson 
and  a  Goldsmith  arise,  the  one  to  publish  a  new  *Rasselas,'  and  the  other  an  improved  *  Vicar  of 
Waliefield,'  they  would  mar  the  sale  of  their  works,  should  they  vend  sixty-four  lai^  close 
pages  for  one  shilling. 

'*  Yes/*  says  he,  in  concluding  his  epistle,  **  you  give  twofold  too  much  for  the  money, 
while,  as  an  honest  publisher,  I  must  inform  you  that  it  is  customary  to  force  the  sale  of  new 
works  by  the  puffery  of  bribed  reviewers,  aided  by  newspaper  advertisements  more  numerous 
than  those  of  a  successful  quack ;  whilst  even  then,  to  ensure  a  great  cireulation  for  those 
which  are  brought  out  periodically,  and  make  them  fashionable  works  to  quote  from  for  thrice 
told  jests,  quaint  sayings,  and  bon»moi8,  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  embellish  these  with 
childish  illustrations,  make  them  replete  with  slang  words,  abound  with  Joe  miller  jests,  and  be 
almost  one  continued  dialogue." 

Having  read  the  publisher's  letter,  I  laid  down  my  pen  and  bundled  up  my  papers ;  when, 
soliloquising,  I  said,  *<  Aye,  be  it  so ;  the  British  public  has  an  undoubted  right  to  please  itself^ 
and  if  it  takes  interested  reviewers'  reports  on  trust,  instead  of  judging  for  itself,  that  b  not  my 
affair.  I  would  fain  have  related  a  few  more  thingrg,  but  since  truth  is  not  in  favour,  I  will 
light  up  no  more  of  its  bright  beacons.  Let  the  world  of  fashion  amuse  itself  with  Joe  Miller 
jests,  slang  terms,  petty  dialogues,  and  pretty  illustrations ;  meanwhile  the  Count  de  Deux 
Sous  will  consider  how  far  he  can  make  his  history  accord  with  the  fashion  of  the  times,  so 
that  the  public  may  find  a  work  to  its  taste  in  the  Second  Part  of  the  Memoirs  of  Andrew 
Winpcnny  '• 
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Raadio—  nifbtly  tiufonch  it*  aplcodid  dome. 
And  the  light  daaoe  iBTitee  the  eoortlj  ttroag ; 
Where  vfee  toe  ween  the  metron's  itole, 
Aed  ilBfai  eleeme  look*  divinely  feir, 
WhUM  SMd  intemp'renee  ftOi  the  frequent  bewl. 
And  even  boeucy  anilee  hat  to  enanafe.** 


:( 


*<  A  new  Deuoeritoe  we  fee  en  etfth. 
With  eheertal  triedem  and  inetnodre  mlrCh. 
Who  laoehe  at  life  In  motley  trapplaf  •  dram^d^ 
And  feeds  %rith  varied  fooli  th'  eternal  Jeet  t— 
He  hne  diieoTered.  what  we  ail  ahonld  knew* 
The  world  is  masked,  and  every  mask  o«r  fee.*' 


Floibmci  at  this  tine  abonoded  with  dfttiogidshed  Tiiitort,  of  whom  the  wealthleit  w«re 
natives  of  Great  Britaia  and  Ireland,  where  they  had  left  their  tenantry  to  bear  the  galling  burden 
of  home  taxation,  while  they  themselves  squandered  their  lordly  revenues  among  foreigners^ 
who  regarded  them  aaly  for  their  money ;  and  of  all  the  strangers  scjoaming  here,  perhaps, 
the  most  remarkable  was  the  prhioe  to  whom  I  had  come  recommended.  FVom  what  Signor 
Albini  told  me,  I  knew  he  was  extremely  wealthy  and  though  but  a  Httle  past  the  mdrldian  of 
Jiii»  that  he  was  in  a  state  of  mental  imbecility  almost  as  deplorable  as  Chevalier  Bruges*  dupe,  the 
imaginary  Silenus ;  while  on  the  turf  and  in  play-rooms  he  had  been  most  egregiously  duped 
by  more  designing  men,  and  it  was  notorious  his  highness  had  sunk  into  so  contemptible  a 
b%ot,  that  his  weakness  was  now  played  upon  by  the  whole  of  his  servants.  Par  example, 
the  domestic  chaplain,  who  in  reality  was  a  jovial  fellqjv,  when  in  his  highness's  presence  acted 
the  sanctified  priest  to  admiration ;  for,  as  the  servants  shrewdly  said,  he  had  an  eye  to  a 
hishoprie.  But  of  the  sly  rogues  on  the  establishment,  the  butler  made  himself  the  most 
amurisg,  for  although  he  was  a  thorough  hwh-vwad^  unflinchingly  devoted  to  his  bottle,  and 
as  free  from  a  belief  in  Christianity  as  Pope  Leo  the  Tenth  showed  himself  to  be,  if  he  really  made 
the  eelebrated  remark  to  Cardinal  fiembo,  which  is  recorded  of  him,  on  what  he  pronounced  a' 
&bte  in  religion,  yet  the  merry  fellow  knew  his  own  interest  so  well,  that,  when  at  home  with 
the  prince,  he  dways  assumed  a  sanctified  look,  and  rarely  came  into  his  master's  presence, 
«vnn  to  attend  at  table,  without  a  huge  bible  tucked  under  his  arm.  Sacred  music  was  in- 
variably the  order  of  the  day  at  the  palace,  and  the  professor  of  the  harmonic  art,  who  inwardly 
abominated  the  monotonous  tunes  he  was  called  upon  to  play,  was  compelled  to  attend  on  all 
ooeasions  dressed  out  like  a  lord  in  his  holiday  suit ;  but  thii  performer's  salary  and  perquisites, 
aU  extracted  from  the  prince's  purse,  netted  him  nearly  a  thousand  pounds  every  year,  and 
tins  aflforded  a  sweet  source  of  consolation  to  the  otherwise  outraged  musician. 

Persons  of  weak  intellects  not  unfrequently  are  very  discerning  as  to  the  faults  of  others; 
and  on  our  way  to  the  honourable  Mrs  O'Sbufflewell's  mansion,  his  highness  was  pleased  to 
oommnnicate  to  me  that  she  herself  was  an  enormously  pensioned  lady,  who  had  been  the 
dherc  osiie  of  an  illustrious  personage,  but  withal  so  bigoted  a  Roman  Catholic,  that  she  would 
live  in  perpetual  terror  of  heaven's  vengeance,  should  she  unwittingly  cat  of  proscribed  food 
OB  a  fast  day.  The  prince  likewise  mentioned  several  other  remaiiLable  characters  in  high 
Kle  whom  we  should  meet  at  our  dinner  party ;  for  example,  the  Marchioness  of  Slyham,  a 
lady,  he  said,  whose  virtues  ought  to  be  recorded  on  v«ry  white  marble,  for  that,  in  addition 
to  trafficing  her  own  fair  person  to  great  advantage,  she  had,  if  report  merited,  credence^ 
bargained  away  for  her  own  exclusive  advantage  numerous  titles  of  the  aristocracy,  together 
with  an  infinity  of  places  in  church  and  state.  But  his  longest  tale  related  to  the  celebrated 
Marquis  of  Derrymine  and  his  lady.  This  nobleman,  he  said,  had  been  one  of  the  wealthiest 
of  the  aristocracy,  and  filled  a  public  office  of  importance :  nature  too  had  shaken  hands  with 
fortune  in  favouring  him,  inasmuch  as  even  now,  though  he  was*  upwards  of  fifty  years  old* 
his  constitution  was  hale,  and  he  a  handsome  man.  The  fair  marchioness^  m^  v^C<»:«QaaD&. 
atated,  had  been  one  of  the  richest  heiresses  of  the  noilVk«tii  ^axt  ol  \k«t  ^jbSaN^XasA^  «b.^^«^ 
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still  a  lovely  woman,  though  Time  bad  marched  on  as  her  companion  almost  forty  winters. 
By  the  princess  account,  these  choice  favourites  of  the  capricious  dame  lived  in  a  sumptuous 
style,  and  were  considered  subordinate  to  none  figuring  in  the  proud  list  of  fashion ;  but  their 
conduct,  nevertheless,  furnished  a  memorable  instance  of  the  deceitfulness  of  outward  appear- 
ances between  some  married  poople;,  for  so  bland  were  tliey  together,  that  although  they  bore 
little  or  no  affection  towards  each  other,  yet  a  superficial  observer  might  well  have  imagined 
them  to  be  two  of  the  happiest  of  persons  among  those  long  riveted  in  the  chains  of  Hymen. 
Tlie  marquis,  it  appeared,  had  received  an  excellent  education,  and  been  endowed  with  k  fair 
share  of  good  sense,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  his  associating  only  with  the  higher  classes 
of  society,  he  had  imbibed  the  gross  prejudices  widely  disseminated  among  the  noblemen  of 
his  country,  and  his  judgment  was  oonsequent^y  warped  from  tba  standard  of  reason.  In  fine,  he 
was  now  one  of  those  pitiable  characters  who  verily  believe  themselves  endowed  with  superior 
talents  to  all  persons  moving  in  a  subordniate  grade  of  society  to  tbeirs,  and  who,  like  Madame 
la  Mar^chale  de  Meilleraye,  imagine  that  the  Great  Judge  at  his  assizes  hereafter  thinks 
twice  before  he  damns  such  great&ess.  Were  ft  not  for  visitatfoot  of  sickness,  persons  of  this 
sort  might  believe  themselves  formed  of  more  valuable  materials  than  others — ^moulded  from 
ebgr  sent  purposely  from  a  bettor  planet ;  but  it  was  tbb  nobleman^s  &tre  misfortuno  to  add 
b%otry  to  prido^  and  therefore  to  be  an  egregiom  diipe  to  the  prfesthood. 

By  his  highnosi^.  account,  the  marchioness^  In  addition  to  hor  fiit^  fiiir,  and  forty  yenrs  of 
growing  reoommendmions,  was  aifliblo,  sprightly,  and  aooompliftbnd.  IBNie  was  oonversaat  lb 
three  langnago%  and  moreover  a  profldent  in*  masio,  drawing,,  and  daaoHig.  The  fair  lady, 
too,  prided  henolf  ov  being  a  patroness  of  certaia-  amatory  baids,  stveral  of  isliom  batf  eelb- 
brated  her  as  a  poetess :  one  inspired  ganins  snng  ber  as  Daphne,  another  compared  her  to 
fiappho,  and  »  third  eoAoglsed  her  as  a-beaoty  equal  to  the  Cyprian  goddear^  but  no  poet 
conpled  her  name  with  that  of  Diana,  Ibr  every  one*  knew  snob  a  omnparisoif  fsaold  be  unjait» 
aa  she  possessed  no  portion  of  the  lolness  of  character  or  eonstltution  attribnted  ta  that  super-. 
laHvely  chests  goddesa* 

**  Poets  are  artfiri  shmers,**  langhingiy  said  tbe  prince.  «*  When  they  deiiy  theft*  fttir  ones, 
it  is  with  a  view  of  winning  a  spioe  of  divinity  for  themsdves :  the  bards^  fbr  example,  who 
have  snng  the  marchioness  as  a  Vennaif  profess  themselves  emulous  of  becoming  Cupids  to  the 
goddess  of  their  creation,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  her  heart  is  a  tai^get  of  solflolent  dimensions 
to  reeeive  the  whole  of  their  arrows;  and  indubitably,  tliough  she  has  been- sweetly  sung  as  a 
goddess,  this  fair  one  is  a  ufonum  to  the  uttermost  senee  of  the  word ;  for  sometimes  she  is 
endearingly  kmd,  yet  at  others  agital«d  by  the  very  reverse  of  a-  gmUk  passion.  The  mar- 
cfaioness's  conduct,"  concluded  the  prince,  Ogives  birth  to  no  jealons  feellAg  in  the  breast  of 
her  noble  spouse,  for  he,  good  man,  being  scrupoioosly  religious,  and  seeing  a  crucifix  con- 
stantly suspended  firom  his  wife's  neck)  with  a  string  of  beads  hanging  by  her  side,  cannot 
possibly  dream  of  impurity  lurking  under  such  sacred  symbols;  besides,  he  knows  hor 
confessor  to  be  an  austere  priest,  ore  who,  though  young  in  years,  standeth  high  in  the 
order  of  the  Jesuits.  However,  who  shall  read  the  heart  of  a  devot«fe,  who  deliberately 
crosses  herself,  and  telleth^  over  her  beads,  preparatory  to  and  after  every  piceadillo  she 
commits^" 

My  princely  companion  was  haterrupted  in  his  relation  by  the  arrival  of  his  carriage  at  oar 
hostess's  mansion,  where  we  were  received  with  the  greatest  urbanity,  and  shortly  afterwards, 
comfortably  seated  with  a  numerous  party  at  a  splendid  dinner,  when  the  opportunity  was 
soon  afforded  me  for  witnessing  how  greatly  penonagcs  in  high  life  can  be  delighted  with  wit 
and  humour,  displayed  at  the  expense  of  others. 

A  pedantic-looking  man,  named  Syntax,  who  bad  come  to  the  M^iterraneau  as  the 
schoolmaster  of  a  ship  of  war,  and  quitted  the  vessel  off  Italy  in  consec^ncnce  of  his  captain^s 
tyrannical  conduct  towards  him,  being  in  Florence,  and  extremely  distressed  in  his  circum- 
stances, had  awaited  upon  the  honourable  Mrs  O'ShulHewell  to  solicit  her  patronage  and 
assistance,  when  she,  on  discovering  him  to  be  an  off-handed,  extraordinary  person,  for  the 
froHc*s  sake  invited  him  to  our  dinner  party,  thinking,  no  doubt,  to  have  some  amusement  with 
him  at  the  masquerade  which  was  to  follow  after  that  scene  of  conviviality. 

Amongst  our  dinner  company  was  a  Welsh  baronet.  Sir  Watkin  Morgan,  who,  on  the  ftsh 
iofisif  removed  Avm  tables  silly  winked  to  another  faidividual  of  the  party,  while' addiV8sfn|( 
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j^jpUx,  be  uadt  *^/HaTe  you  nn^  tlgeoaoii  (o  join  me  m  driDklng  Lady  Caroline  Sophia 
Bramble's  health  in  a  glass  of  sparkling  champagne  ?*' 

.Syntax  widely  opened  ^his  large  «yet  on  heanqg  the  invitation,  then  bowing  to  the  young 
lad^  in  questioo,  who  wiis  an  orphan  preieg6  ef  oor  hostess,  gravely  deelared  that  he  who 
cMild  hesitate  at  drinking  the  lovely  Lady  Oaroline  Sophia's  health  in  champagne,  sparklbig 
left  than  her  bright  eyes,  netited  having  his  name  obliterated  from  the  long  list  of  mankind. 

Moat  of  the  oompany  laughed  .at  the  pedagogue's  unlooked  for  compliment,  but  Lady 
Sophia  must  have  been  pkuaed  with  it»  as  ahe  declared  she  had  not  of  late  heard  anything 
half  so  gallant* 

**  Pray,  reverend  air,**  laid  a  dashiiig  youag  ofHoer  of  dragoons,  now  addressing  himself  to 
^■taxt  and  at  the  same  tane  looking  faiteotly  at  his  rasty  ooat,  **  may  I,  without  giving 
offiBncfl^  ask  what  is  your  reUgioiia.per8a8Bion,  mad  in  what  tabernacle  you  edUy  the  sheep  and 
^amba  of  your  flock  by  the  delivery  of  orthodox  aennons  ?"•—**  Orthodoxy  is  your  doxy,  my 
doxy,  and  everybody'a  doxy,**  replied  Syntax  with  a  emile,  **  but,  my  gallant  friend,  if  the  todies 
and  the  cloth  were  withdrawn  from  the  table,  I  would  answer  your  question  by  toasting 
Mother  Church  in  burgundy  or  champagae.'' 

**  ^ood  exhilaratiag  wines,'*  irqioined  the  dragoon,  **they  are  fit  for  the  rich  pluralist  to 
quaff  every  day,  till  such  times  as  the  gout  brings  the  old  boy  to  a  aeber  reckoning ;  but* 
reverend  sir,  from  the  spareness.of  your  person,  I  presome  you  can  be  no  monopoliser  of  tithes : 
faideed,  to  the  disgrace  of  church  patronage,  many  of  the  names  of  our  most  zealous  divines 
raiiaia  during  their  lives  in  the  list  of  ill-paid  eurates.  **-«**  True,  sir,  true;  your  remarks  are 
vary  correet ;  therefore,  when  I  tnrn.preacher»  it  shall  be  to  hold  forth  in  a  tabernacle,  where 
love-gifts  serve  as  the  substitute  for  tithes." 

A  general  lai^gh  followed  Syntax's  reply,  but  the  bold  dragoon,  who  loved  Jokes  only  at  the 
expanse  of  others,  felt  nettled  at  the  laugh  raised  against  him,  and  in  a  half  whisper  saki  to 
tba  gentleman  next  him,  '*  What  the  jplague  can  the  fellow  be  ?  I  wouU  have  betted  five  to 
CM  on  his  being  a  balfsstarved  onrate.  **-«-*'  For  fifty  double  ducats,  he  is  a  disciple  of  Bsou- 
regular  or  irregular,  was  the  reply.-^"  Done,  'tis  a  bet,  Sir  Peter,**  rejoined  the 


"  Pray,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask,  is  not  the  pure  air  we  inhale  here  extremely  beneficial  to  the 
oBOitilittten  ?**  asked  the  apoftiag>knight. of  Syntax,  after  a  Uttle  pause  in  the  conversation, 
and  then  added,  "it. certainly  provokes  an -appetite^  wliieh  you  medioal  gentlemen  usually 
ooBsider  a  good  symptooL**—**  An  admirable  one  wbeadianer  awaits  us,'*  replied  the  peda- 
gBSae,  who  had  overheard  the  wager^  and  was  desirous  of  keeping  the  sporting  characters  in 
^glMiraBoe  of  the  employmeathy  which  he. bad  thriven  so  badly ;  **  hunger  is  a  savoury  sauce : 
the^atomach  affords  a  good  orilerion  of  the  health  of  the  patient.  Galea  of  old,  and  almost 
aB  the  intemediate  doctors,  down  to  the  great  Abemethy  of  modern  times,  looked  to  the 
MB  the  baronater  of  the  constitutfam.*' 
'  Come,  captain,**  whispered  the  knight,  **  two  to  one  that  the  fifty  ducats  are  mine.**— ^'  PU 
•you  twenty  to  let  me  off  the  bet,"  answered  the  dragoon. — **  I'll  take  ten,  sir ;  111  relieve 
ym  of  U  for  ten  donblfr  ducats,*'  said  fiyntax,  who  had  listened  to  all  that  had  been  said  on  this 
spntifie  occasion. 

The  oaptain  mused  for  a  moment,  perhaps  from  a  feelmg  of  shame  at  this  indirect  avowal 
tftm  one  of  the  party  of  his  having  overheard  him  say  all  he  had  pretended  to  whisper; 
but  with  this  gentleman  modesty -formed  no  ohaFactevistfo  feature,  and  presently  he  replied* 
"  ^XSs  a  good  hedge ;  ten.to  secure  filly ;  done,  sir ;  I  take  you  at  your  word." 

<*  J  am  neither  a  quack  doctor,  apotheeary,  sui^gson,  accoucheur,  cheaiist,  nor  physicisn,* 
replied  the  delighted  pedagogue,  ^  and  this,  my  brave  sir,  if  necesMuy,  I  will  prove  to  every 
pfllli  iniin'n  sniiiifnnrinii.  soon  as  the  ladies  have  withdrawn  their  fair  persons  from  the  society.'* 

".Pray,su-,  wbatahould  prevent  nsJadiesfoom  being  present  on  this  interesting  occasion?'* 
aAad  the  honourable  Mrs  O'Shufllewell,  and  then  laugfahigly  added,  **  Come,  come,  if  you  net 
tkan^  Mr  Syntax,  Lady  Sophia  will  have  to  retract  her  assertion  in  favour  of  your  gallantry : 
howoser,  that  I  may  act  a  iriendly  part,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  your  avocation  in  life, 
stUle  the  point  at  issue  toyeursatisfaotion,  I  take  upon  myself  to  assure  the  betthig  gentlemen 
that  you  are  not  a  member  nor  practitioner  of  any  branch  of  the  medical  profession,  and  eonse- 
q)iaafr\y 't04Mroponapa lHvUMr  Ator^haskst Jris'srager/toUio  ciiB(Uaai\'ii\di^>MiieB%  ^evF«f<^s% 
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cbarftoten  ounelvet,  the  gentlemen  present  mnst  be  satisfied  that  it  will  afford  us  ladies 
pleasure  to  witness  its  beiog  settled.  ** 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  dowager*s  speech.  Sir  Peter,  bowing  to  her,  polled  out  his  parse, 
and  handed  fifty  double  ducats  to  the  captain  of  dragoons,  who  in  his  turn  paid  ten  of  the 
glittering  pieces  to  the  schoolmaster ;  and  he,  however  pleased  he  may  have  felt  at  his  good 
fortune,  hod  the  presence  of  mind  to  receive  them  with  great  aifected  nonchalance. 

The  curiosity  of  both  the  knight  and  captain  of  dragoons  to  know  who  and  what  Syntax 
was  had  been  so  thoroughly  aroused,  that  although  they  had  been  foiled  in  all  their  attempts 
at  ascertaining  these  points,  still  their  inquisitive  spirit  towered  predominant  over  other  pas- 
sions ;  but  the  dowager  felt  resolved  to  withhold  this  knowledge  from  the  company,  because 
from  this  person's  extraordinary  appearance,  and  the  great  self-possession  she  discovered  in 
him,  the  honourable  ,lady  promised  herself  considerable  diversion  at  the  masquerade^  and 
therefore  she  thought  the  less  was  known  of  him  the  better.  For  the  reasons  specified^ 
and  also,  as  Syntax  himself  though  plied  with  wine,  evaded  returning  an  explicit  answer  to 
any  one  of  their  questions,  and,  with  skill  comparable  to  that  of  an  able  diplomatist,  was 
guarded  in  what  he  said,  all  their  experiments  at  sifting  him  proved  so  abortive,  that  when  the 
company  broke  up  from  table,  none  of  the  inquisitive  visitors  knew  more  regarding  this 
worthy  than  that  Syntax  was  his  name. 

Although  he  was  honoured  by  making  one  of  our  party  at  the  masquerade  which  took 
place  at  a  splendid  palace,  the  schoolmaster  was  left  unprovided  with  masque  or  domino^  Ibr 
our  fanciful  hostess  promised  herself  more  diversion  from  exposing  him  before  the  masqued 
crowd  in  his  own  unfashionable  habiliments  than  she  could  expect  him  to  afford  her  if  be 
assumed  a  character. 

The  Honourable  Mrs  0*Shoffleweirs  party  had  scarcely  made  its  appearance  at  the  mas- 
querade, before  masks,  in  various  characters,  strove  to  amuse  themselves,  and  the  spectators 
of  their  wit  and  adroitness,  by  making  a  butt  of  our  pedagogue ;  but  the  coolness,  equani- 
mity, and  readiness  of  repartee  displayed  by  him,  completely  foiled  their  efforts,  and  left  those 
persons  who  practised  them  debtors  to  their  masks  for  hkliog  the  Mnsh  of  shame  which  mnst 
have  suffused  the  cheeks  of  the  most  confident  among  them  at  bebg  conquered,  and  having 
their  own  weapons  made  to  recoil  upon  themselves. 

To  attempt  enumerating  the  futile  efforts  for  taming  onr  schoolmaster  into  ridicule  is 
unnecessary ;  but  still  several  of  these  may  be  mentioned.  For  example,  one  person,  whose 
misfortune  it  was  to  be  knock-kneed,  and  who  personified  a  chimney-sweeper,  taxed  our  hero 
with  having  been  a  parish  clerk  ;  hi  return  for  which  courtesy.  Syntax,  extremely  to  the  indi- 
vidual's annoyance,  gravely  declared,  in  a  stentorian  voice,  that  this  conjuror  was  a  real 
chimney-sweeper,  whose  barbarous  mother  had  sold  him  to  the  soot  trade  at  so  tender  an  age, 
that  mounting  the  chimnies  occasioned  the  urchin's  legs  to  grow  crooked,  and  what  was  even 
more  to  be  deplored,  steady  application  to  the  practical  duties  of  his  calling  bad  weakened 
and  contracted  his  intellects. 

Another  mask,  a  physician,  made  very  free  with  our  pedagogue,  whom  he  charged  with 
foUowiog  the  sorry  trade  of  a  stay-maker.  Fortunately  one  of  his  hostess's  party  whispered 
to  Syntax  who  this  mask  was,  and  the  schoolmaster,  profitmg  by  the  information,  retali- 
ated on  the  disciple  of  Esculapius.  lie  gravely  assured  a  crowd  of  masked  persons,  that  the 
gentleman  who  had  spoken  so  lightly  of  the  business  of  the  never-to-be-forgotten  Thomas 
Paine,  whose  writings  were  unanswerable,  was  himself  a  veterinary  doctor,  notorious  for  mak- 
ing away  with  his  patients,  and  charging  thundering  long  bills;  but,  he  added,  it  was  his  duty, 
as  a  citizen  of  the  world,  to  caution  the  public  against  entrusting,  dog,  mule,  ass,  or  horse,  to 
the  care  of  so  general  a  destroyer. 

A  third  mask,  a  notorious  and  unprincipled  radical,  not  worth  a  sbgle  shilling,  and  who 
had  emigrated  to  avoid  his  creditors  at  home,  declared  that  Syntax  had  been  the  leading  man 
of  a  select  vestry,  which  charged  whatever  sums  they  thought  fit  against  thehr  parish,  and 
when  called  upon  for  an  explanation,  talked  of  then*  own  infallibaity,  and  smothered  the  voice 
of  complaint  by  employing  a  proctor  of  a  sfanilar  character  to  the  one  whose  conduct  gava 
rise  to  the  famed  Rochester  charity,  to  prosecute  parishioners  with  their  own  money  for  de» 
taiation  of  their  vestry  gentlemen. 

One  of  hit  party  whispered  to  the  fcfaoohaaitet^  ear  who  the  diiiBtereited  gentleman  wi^ 
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wlieii  be  profited  m>  well  by  the  information  thtt  he  ontranted  the  radical,  to  whom  he  reeom- 
mended  economy  in  his  own  private  affairs,  and  counselled  moderation  and  good  temper,  as 
beneficial  for  mind  and  oody ;  after  which  our  pedagogue  eulogised  public  employment  in  the 
management  of  secret  service  money,  thanks  to  which,  he  said,  preachers  of  charity  sermons, 
humane  collectors  for  the  poor,  and  missionaries,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence  (as  they  term 
their  management),  thrive  tolerably  well ;  as  iar  preferable  to  the  sour  grapes  attendant  on 
the  labours  of  a  radical,  who  applies  himself  to  the  affairs  of  the  public,  only  because  he  has 
none  of  his  own  worth  attending  to. 

A  fourth  personage,  the  son  of  an  Irish  peer,  who  owed  his  fortune  to  trade,  apostatised  to 
sit  in  Parliament,  and  deceived  the  freeholders  who  gave  him  the  seat  which  paved  his  way 
to  the  peerage,  taxed  our  pedagogue  with  being  a  petty  dealer  and  chapman ;  but  Syntax, 
who  promptly  received  his  cue  from  the  mischievous  dowager,  sarcastically  complimented  the 
child  of  young  aristocracy  on  his  good  fortune  in  being  blessed  with  a  father,  whose  honeit 
labours,  aided  by  his  all-acoommodating  conscience,  had  insured  him  against  the  necessity 
of  being  a  dealer  and  chapman  himself 

Soured  by  the  schoo)roaster*s  remark,  and  the  general  laughter  it  occasioned,  this  lordliog, 
who  personified  a  fop,  protested  that  the  dothesman  from  Monmouth  street  ought  to  be  taught 
better  manners  by  being  kicked  out  of  the  company ;  and  very  unpolitely  concluded  his  aris- 
locratic  speech  by  a  siring  of  virulent  observations  against  trade  and  those  persons  who  pur« 
sue  it  for  a  livelihood. 

Syntax  listened  to  the  young  lord's  discourse  with  a  smiling  countenance,  and  on  its  ter* 
mination,  standing  upon  a  form,  looked  sapiently  around  him  at  the  crowd,  when,  pointing  hii 
finger  to  the  imprudent  scion  of  nobility,  he  spoke  thus : — **  Composure  and  dignity  mark  the 
empire  of  godlike  reason ;  but,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  although  yon  fop,  whose  sentiments  you 
have  just  heard  pronounced  from  his  own  lips,  may  possibly  possess  some  smattering  of  book 
knowledge,  yet  I  take  on  me  to  prove  that  he  lacks  wit  and  discretion ;  and  this  is  a  task  easily 
achieved,  for  he  loses  his  temper  and  abuses  trade ;  but  a  prudent  man,  before  he  vented 
an  opinion  unfavourable  to  the  most  ancient,  most  essential,  and  most  honourable  of  all  em- 
ployments, would  reflect  well  upon  what  trade  really  is. 

**  The  gentleman's  forefathers,  for  at  least  half-a-dozen  generations,  I  presume,  have  been 
noblemen,  or  independent  persons ;  as,  had  any  one  of  them  been  engaged  in  avowed  trade, 
he,  of  course,  would  not  have  delivered  his  sentiments  against  this  ancient  calling  in  the 
arrogant  terms  he  has  just  done;  yet  it  signifies  not,  for  prejudice,  like  the  spider,  makes 
everywhere  its  home,  and  the  flimsy  assertions  of  ignorance  carry  no  weight  against 
troth. 

"  With  regard  to  trade,  it  may  not  be  pronouncing  too  much  to  say  that  every  great 
and  noble  institution  owes  its  origin  to  it.  The  exchange  of  the  produce  and  manufac- 
tured articles  of  different  countries  enriches  every  nation,  and  affords  the  industrious  inhabi- 
tants of  a  poor  soil  equal  comforts  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  resident  natives  of  more  genial 
dimes. 

^  The  gold  dug  from  cxhaustless  mines  of  the  New  World  increases  in  value  from  being 
circulated  in  Europe  ;  and  does  not  the  herring  caught  by  hardy  northern  fishermen  serve 
to  flavour  the  yam  of  the  African  and  South  American,  scorching  in  tropical  climes  ?  The 
freezing  European,  too,  warms  and  invigorates  his  blood  by  partying  of  a  beverage  produced 
from  the  berry,  or  the  blossom  of  a  shrub,  or  a  tree,  growing  only  in  far  distant  regions,  and 
from  this  cause  the  value  of  land  in  China  and  in  both  the  Indies  becomes  dependent  on  the 
quantity  of  tea  and  coffee  that  is  consumed  in  Europe. 

*'  Iron  of  the  north  is  of  inestimable  value  to  people  of  the  southern  parts  of  this  planet. 
Indian  colonics  furnish  Europe  with  luxuries,  and  Europe,  in  return,  supplies  luxuries  to  the 
colonies.  In  short,  trade  is  but  another  name  fcr  wealth,  enterprise,  and  industry^  considered 
in  their  most  extensive  and  happiest  sense. 

*'  But  giving  the  young  man  credit  ior  descent  from  a  long  line  of  nobility,  let  us  now 
inquire  why  this  advantage  is  to  turn  his  imagination  from  the  true  source  whence  not  only 
bis  own.  but  all  honours  are  derived. 

"  The  thrones  of  monarchs,  from  the  remotest  page  of  history  to  the  present  day,  have 
been  upheld  by  trade    those  monarchB  having  been  the  moii  ^^«il\i^'?(>DA  ^SSfer^^^  ^^^^ 
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grestest  encouragement  to  this  onlverMl  eorieber,  Bgfpt»  for  tMe  feventeeo  hundred  yvtn 
•he  flourished  under  the  Ptolemiee*  ttood*  indebted  to  trade  fep  her  preponderating  irralth. 
Carthage,  and  then.  Venioe  in  her  tiini^  cumuieiiie  made  the  riehett  of  states.  Rhodei^ 
Tyn,  and  Genoa*  owedtheh:  proud  daye  to  the  sane  gekten  sonree.  The  riches  of  tradfa% 
CrcBsus  must  not  be  thought.  Ikbuloue,  and  even*  Jason's  much  Taunfed  voyage  in  seaivbof 
the  golden  fleece  waa  but  a'commero&d  adrentura* 

**  Howerer,  ta  pase  from  remote  to  mora  modem  tlme&  It  net  the  wealth  of  Holltaid'db> 
pendent  on  her  trade  ?  and  do  not  some  of  the  wealthicet  of  the  nobility  stand  indebted  Ibr 
their  honours  and  their  property  to  common  tradfen?  Ta  a  iPord,  trade  is  honouraUe ;  coo- 
quest  is  robbery*^ 

'•'Those  persona  wlio  rise  to  the  highest  henoKirfbynieaiia'ef  trade,  are  beneAiotme  ttf  fbe 
Inmian  race ;  these  are  men  who  dissemittste  the  boimtiAsI  spirit  of  industry  wherever  ttey 
Mve ;  but  coa^oerors,  such  as  MFlIliam  the  Norman  and  those  ibllbweni  of  hisg  enm»bled  and 
tmriehed  by  the  aueoesefol  adventurer,  ae  barone  with  bifronial  manners,  were  bat  to  many 
infamous  robbers,  and  he  who  boasts  of  his  descent  fremone  of  these,  prides  himself  •  on  an 
anoestor  who  waa  a  leader  ofmurderera  aad'thieves4 

•*  I  feel  sensible  that  I  have  too  long  trespaseed  on-  your  patlenee ;  therefore,  Ihdier  and 
gentieBien,  knowing  brevity  to  be  the  flower  of  oratory,  I  shall  make  the  best  amendr  in  my 
fpewer  for  the  indolgenoe  yon  have  shown  in  listening  to  what  I  have-said  by  resorting  tb  It 
in  what  I  have  to  say.  To  sum  up  then,  in  a>few  words,  where  an  oration  worthy  of  Demoa- 
thenes  might  well  be  made,  I  cannot  be  too  pitfiy  or  oondse. 

*'The  man  who  buys  or  sells  a  house  is  a  trader;  as  also  It  the  man  who*  purchaiet  or 
Tends  the  produce  of  the  soil,  whether  living  or  dead  stock.  The  man  who  cheapens  an 
mticle  of  rniment,  or  a  thing  of  any  description,  is  a  trader ;  as  likewise  is  be  who  cavflt  re* 
apecting  the  marriage  settlement  of  an  intended  wife,  or  the  portion  to  be  given  with  a 
dbnghter.  In  fine,  more  or  less,  we  are  all  traders,  from  the  monareh  and  his  queen  down 
to  the  scavenger  and  milk-maid ;  consequently  he  that  abuses  trade  rails  against  himself 
and  against  all  his  forefathers,  is  a  defhmer  of  his  sovereign,  of  the  aristocracy  of  his  country, 
of  the  clergy,  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  of  the  learned  proftsslons,  and  of  the 
whole  of  the  worid's  population,  male  and  female ;  therefore,  for  these  potent,  these  unan- 
swerable reasons,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  my  kind  auditbn  will  coincide  with  me 
in  opinion,  that  the  man  who  rails  against  trade,  even  though  he  may  be  a  nobleman,  a  cour- 
tier, and  a  fop,  ought,  as  base  metal,  una  vrve  to-be  cried  down.** 

Shouts  nnd  the  clapping  of  hands  proclaimed  the  general  approbation  with  which  Syntax's 
speech  was  received ;  yet  the  young  lord,  stung  to  the  quick  by  the  vigour  of  talent,  depth 
•f  observation,  and  jest  in  the  style  of  this  speech,  indignantly  muttered  something  about 
treating  the  impertinent  orator  to  a  good  horsewhipping,  though  so  far  was  he  from  attempt- 
ing to  execute  his  threat,  thnt  ho  had  scarcely  given  it  utterance  before  he  was  observed 
•neaking  nway  from  the  merry  en»w<). 

Fun  and  frolic  was  now  the  order  of  the  night  and  a  crowd  of  masks  thronged  around  the 
pedagogue,  boisterously  signifying  their  desire  to  crown  him  with  a  crown  of  laurels  and 
honour  him  with  a  triumphant  chairing ;  the  schoolmaster,  however,  who  knew  that  danger 
and  glory  are  near  neighbqure,  and  a  fall  from  his  elevated  seat  might  very  well  happen  to  him, 
with  some  difficulty,  and  partly  by  means  of  the  following  speech,  diverted  his  merry  admirers 
from  their  design.  *'  Give,  oh  my  friends,"  said  Syntax,  **  give  the  laurels  of  glory  to  those 
who,  like  Csesar  of  yore,  lack  hair  to  cover  their  brows ;  for  my  part  I  need  them  not.  Na- 
ture has  furnished  me  with  raven  locks,  even  to  profusion.  Laurels  would  sit  loosely  on  ray 
head  ;  crown  me,  if  crowned  I  must  be,  with  wreaths  of  blooming  roses,  or  clustering  bunches 
of  delicious  fruit,  gathered  ripe  and  luscious  from  the  vine.  Love  and  jollity  sweeten  the 
cares  of  life,  and  public  honours  are  but  so  many  plagues,  which  Dioclesian  knew,  when,  to  be 
a  gardener,  he  abdicated  his  imperial  throne,  though,  to  obr«in  the  sceptre,  he  had  worked 
hit  way  through  every  grade  of  soeiety ;  hot  the  ever  successful  Dioclesian  had  now  learnt  that 
one  philosopher,  and  he  too  «n  heathen,  waa  of  more  use  to  the  world  than  all  the  oott> 
qnerors  that  ever  existed.*^ 

The  rreat  self-oommaad  Syntax  had  shown  at  the  masquerade,  as  also  the  ready  wit  and 
gvackoem  of  rapaittedlqiilayad  by  him  there  In  torntngthe  tables  open  fait  atsittasts,  aflbrded 
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n»«BaU  divenion  lo  the  Hooeorable  Mm  O'fihdfilfweH  and  her  party  of  friends,  but  moii 
epytabUy  to  tlie  kidjibenelf*  On  their  retam  from  the  anembly,  ihe  gave  a  dedded  proof  of 
\mi  approbatioB  of  hie  cundiict,  for  she  imrited  the  willing  pedagogue  to  take  a  bed  at  her 
mawBon ;  aid  en  the  foUewfag  moming,  after  haNcing  indulged  herself  in  iwBBodenite  laughter 
dMing  their  bteakfttft  at  what  she  termed  Mr  ByntaxVi  masterly  eondnct,  the  coosiderattt 
lady  had  aome  priTate  taUi  with  him  respeetiag  what  eould  be  dene  to  serve  our  pedagogtu^ 
when,  baring  been  made  acquainted  with  a  part  of  the  schoolmaster's  history,  Ao  actually 
fromisfril  te  exert  her  iateoMe  fai  the  proper  ehaanel  for  gettfaighim  ie*iqppeuited  as  sohobl* 
■Mler  to  a  ahipv«f 'war. 

Fortmiatdy  for  %»tai;  ibe  honeurable  dowager  had  no  eeearfen  Ukgkn  herself  any  faithar 
tranhteeft  his  •aeoimt,  aar  had  he  the  misery  to  undengo  of  danemg  attendanoe  for  months 
jMshapi^  bafon  a  vacant  mapreaiiaad  aitaafcioB  cenld  be  foaad  for  hiM»  as  it  so  happened  that* 
Kick  wfoajnaMhanVoMBMd  Maedoaald,  who  had  been  pveseaft  at  the  asasfuerade  and  heari 
tkm  whole  of  the  jidbeahaaster%  .awtoa  to  hoaonr  of  trade,  was  so  highly  dd%htad  with  jl« 
that  (When  he  had  sahseniiMnitly  'leavnt  some  partieidars  of  JByntai^s  hietmy,  he  cauaed  hinpatf 
to  he  intradnoad  to  the  pedagogue,  and  at  4heir  meeting  the  johoohnaater  rose  himself  aliU 
Idgher  inihewwohaot's  ettfaMtioo  by  the  Jadhdeua  iohaervation  that  trade  tends  to  premat« 
IhaJntoimuMan  sf  illitsnf  nstinns  iwirrmn  fhn  usnfiil  ntseir  nf  hunirjffdgf  andmirnrti  inimrfrinmi 
eatorprise;  in  shorts  Hr  Maedonald  was  so  eatoemely  pleased  that,  after  eeme  preliminary 
aapaaraatloBi  adtii  hfoik  wherein  8yntos*sfooetieusbuBMHiraotalitsleaifbd  his  good  soaseln 
fanpressing  the  merchant  with  a  fovaaraWe  opiaioa^if  his  nadarstondiHt  ^bis  worthy  gentlsMm 
nada  aur  m  sbwawr  sahaahaasler  over  namlytam  one  of  Aha  happieat  of  man,  by  angagbig 
hi>  jfthis  aeritoef  aahisjieflratary,  at4i  haankwa  aalasy* 


CHAPTJBAU. 

^  Brthofe*th«t  dwpMC  frel  te-iU  exptcit 
The  ia^toiiirtBew  efihetagbriag  toeast; 
When  thooMttid  UMMigbta  besia  to  end  in 
WiMb  MeU  frMi  «U  fii«  refteeaMUid  in  BM 
Ke.irordft«Kttce  theeooretMmltsabow 
Nor  Truth  dcaiw  ell  eloqaaaoe  t»  woe." 

**  Hm  tjgjhtmn  pMr*n  tbatwMMctiil-ktv  dii^ptay 
Decrati  M  lo  •iMteiB  a  leoath  of  wom, 

Aaaapom  tba  flowV  of  life,  <fa»  Mitt  dear 
Xo  bloMa  tegtOMi^  Me  aw«y»  aad  '**-*' 


«  tailife  iWetftlMiMt  te^Hnaad  Mr, 
That  death  with  ftatkat  atpect  withsied  tfaaie.'* 


to  high  life  among  the  ailhwBt,  who,  oould  rishea  and  power  ashieve  that  deaEred 
abjeat,  weo^  be  BMmopoUaers  of  the  world*s  pleasures,  aflbrd  a  seairtJer  harvest  for  the  gleaoar 
tlma  thane  created  by  persons  in  amore  humble  sphere;  forwhieh  reason  painters  and  writen 
pasfar  liapialing  the  lattor;  neverthdees,  ciamplee  are  to  be  found  which  form  an  exoeptioa 
to  this  rule ;  and  the  foUowing  tale,  which  is  rdated  here  beoaase  It  bears  upon  a  subaeqasnt 
adventure  that  will  be  found  recorded  in  these  memofai,  may  be  considered  one  hi  question. 

finsetto,  a  lovely  yoimg  lady,  the  daughter  of  an  ancieat  baron,  whose  inoome  was  inade« 
qaato  to  the  support  of  his  aristocratic  dignity,  had  for  some  time  been  the  leading  toaat 
among  the  foafaionable  beans  at  Florence,  and  her  estreme  beauty,  oambmed  with  the  maagr 
virtoes  for  which  she  was  deservedly  eatolled,  had  proeufsd  her  several  very  eligible  offera  eC 
marriage ;  but  the  baron,  dhiging  to  the  hope  that  Rosette's  charsu  might  obtain  for  him  ason. 
in-law,  from  whose  wealth  the  mortgage  on  his  domain  might  be  redeemed,  and  the  old  baronial 
aaitte  pnt  in  a  state  of  ivpair,  had  long  refosed  his  sanction  to  her  union  with  any  one  of  her 
Mfttors,  and  this  hacanse  no  individual  among  them  waa  wealthy  enongh  to  spare  the  large  sum 
saqaisite  to  enable  the  noble  haron  to  execute  his  aelfish  intentions.  However,  blind  love  and 
the  fickle  goddess,  Fartune,  two  deities  who  make  laughing  stocks  of  mankind,  at  length  pro* 
aoiad  what  her  parent  deemed  a  fit  suitor  lor  Basetta^i  ikir  hand,  yet  ha  was  unsuitable  to  tha 
yaath  and  ineMnatianof  tha  fovely  maiden. 

SIto  i«itf«Mtt  ia4|m*i»  WW  ■■  aMieot,  fprwre  eo«M«^ 
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a  widower,  who  had  twice  participated  in  the  Joyi  aflTorded  by  Hymeo.  Pecaaiary  matters  had 
brought  Baron  Florimond  acquainted  with  the  counsellor,  to  whom  he  had  mortgaged  hit  cattle ; 
but  scarcely  had  the  usurer  beheld  the  lovely  Rosetta  before  her  wit  and  beauty  captivated 
his  heart ;  when,  notwlthstandhig  the  snow  which  covered  his  head,  and  the  ebillness  of  sixty 
winters,  which  had  benumbed  his  flesh  and  weakened  his  pulsation,  the  old  gentleman  found 
the  ice  begin  to  melt  which  the  frost  of  age  concealed  about  his  heart,- and  the  fiery  passion  of 
a  youthful  lover  gambol  in  his  breast. 

'  The  hoary  counsellor  strove  to  the  utmost  to  conquer  his  growing  passion,  for  which  end 
he  summed  up  all  hb  philosophy,  and  from  mom  till  night  quoted  stoioal  maifans  and  moral 
IMlages ;  but  he  might  have  spared  himself  this  trouble,  as  all  his  endeavours  proved  unavailing 
agafaist  the  potent  artillery  of  young  Cn|rid.  Day  or  night,  a-bed  or  up,  the  venerable  gentle- 
man,  save  when  asleep,  oould  find  no  rest ;  for  juvenile  thoughts,  such  as  pierced  old  Vulcan* 
when  he  betrothed  Venus,  in  s{rfte  of  the  exertions  of  philosophy,  would  spring  up  in  his 
bosom,  while  the  image  of  the  lovely,  blooming,  virtuous  Rosetta,  remained  perpetually  In  hie 
s^ht  The  worthy  counsellor  was  tike  a  loadstone  attracted  by  the  magnet.  He  perseverlogly 
continued  his  visits  to  the  conquering  fidr,  till  at  last  hfs  passion  burnt  so  furiously,  that  he 
fdt  himself  irresistflrfy  oompeUed  to  declare  it  to  her  father.  This  he  did,  accompanied  by  a 
request  to  be  permitted  to  pay  his  devoirs  to  th»  maid.  The  baron,  though  hiwardly  rfjoioed 
at  the  counsellor's  proposition,  yet  had  the  address  to  dictate  terms  an  which  he  would  grant 
Ms  only  child  to  the  embraces  of  the  fiery  old  lover  and  these  being  compiled  with,  he  com- 
nanded  the  damsel  to  entertain  him  as  her  intended  husband. 

The  grave  counsellor  now  become  a  child  again,  ridieulously  re-aeted  at  three  score  and  sis 
all  the  follies  of  a  youthfixl  lover,  and  made  his  court  to  the  bloomfog  virghi,  by  discoursing 
about  love,  fire,  and  fiame ;  yea,  he  scribbled  verses  in  praise  of  her  wit,  beauty,  graces  and 
other  accompHshments ;  and  he  talked,  as  have  other  mad  lovers,  even  before  the  wise  David 
with  Balshei>ar,  of  her  eyes  being  suns,  and  her  fiesh  comparable  to  alabaster.  To  his  morti- 
fication, however,  Rosetta  was  to  him  a  perfect  stole— >a  female  philosopher.  In  reply  to  his 
gallantry,  she  represented  the  ill  eflTects  springing  firom  unequal  marriage,  and  foretold  that  his 
flame  would  speedily  evaporate,  or  else  precipitate  him  into  a  fit  of  jealousy;  while,  she  said, 
no  matter  how  innocent  might  be  her  conduct,  or  vigilantly  circumspect,  the  contrast  between 
bis  advanced  age  and  her  youth  would  ineritably  aflbrd  the  malignant  a  pretence  for  aspersing 
her  character.  Besides,  tiie  maid  candidly  declared  to  the  dotard  that  she  could  not  entertain 
a  passion  for  b!m,  and  gave  it  as  her  opinion  that  marriage  devoid  of  love  mast  be  an  intole- 
rable double  yoke ;  but  still  such  is  the  phantasy  of  love,  GoCaobalk  remained  obstinate. 
His  heart  was  fixed  on  obtaining  the  maid,  and  he  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  her  arguments ;  while 
as  he  persisted  in  his  views,  and  vehemently  urged  Baron  Florimond  to  forward  them,  the 
commands  of  the  father  became  terrible  to  the  poor  daughter. 

Here  must  be  mentioned  that  among  the  oonquests  Rosette's  virtue  and  beauty  had  obtained 
for  her,  was  Lieutenant  Bhicher,  a  young  Prussian  military  officer  of  a  noble  family  and  good 
expectetlons,  yet  owing  to  his  being  the  cadet  of  his  house,  he  possessed  little  or  no  fortune. 
Subsequent  events  folly  proved  the  shicerity  and  constency  of  this  gentleman's  affection  for 
Mademoiselle  Florimond,  and  also  that  she  was  impressed  with  reciprocal  sentiments. 

By  Rosette's  consent,  her  father's  approbation  for  her  marriage  with  the  young  PrussiaD 
had  been  solicited,  but  the  baron  was  not  of  the  Grecian's  way  of  thinking,  who  preferred  a 
num  without  a  fortune  for  his  son-in-law,  and  rejected  the  one  who  had  only  wealth  to  recom* 
mend  him  to  a  woman's  affections ;  therefore  he  peremptorily  spumed  the  needy  soldier's 
suit,  and  as  resolutely  assisted  that  of  the  rich  counsellor,  his  rival,  whom  the  jade  Fortune 
seemed  to  have  brought  at  this  critical  epoch  to  make  his  overtures  expressly  to  mar  a  fond 
couple's  happiness. 

Rosetta,  until  the  detesteble  proposition  of  old  Gotscbalk  was  made  to  the  baron,  had 
entertained  hopes  he  would  relent  in  his  severity,  and  consent  that  she  should  bestow  her 
band  on  the  man  whom  she  loved  and  wu  loved  by ;  but  when  she  found  her  covetous  parent 
resolved  to  sacrifice  her  happhiess  to  his  private  interest,  she  prudently  and  virtuously  inti- 
mated to  her  young  lover,  that  duty  and  obedience  to  her  father  fbrbade  of  her  longer  ehe- 
rishing  the  soft  passion  and  delusive  hopes  which  delighted  his  heart,  for  that  she  had  the  sad 
tMB^  to  eoiomankate  et  her  parent's  having  determfaied  on  her  marriage  with  agnor 
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OctielMilli,  and  eT«ifti«d  on  the  day  for  iti  solemnization,  which  he  had  warned  her  to  be 
prepared  for. 

Poor  Lieutenant  Blucher,  whoee  hopes  were  thereby  annihflated,  was  driven  almost  to 
madaeas  on  the  receipt  of  Aosetta's  letter*  containing  this  mdancholy  infonnation ;  yet,  wbeit 
reaaon  had  resumed  her  sway  over  him,  he  wrote  to  her,  earnestly  entreating  that,  previout 
to  her  marriage,  she  would  grant  him  a  forewell  meeting. 

By  her  father's  consent,  Rosetta  complied  with  the  request,  and  their  meeting  took  place 
hi  the  baron's  house,  on  the  night  previous  to  the  lair  maid*s  marriage.  The  scene  which 
BOW  passed  between  the  lovers,  Is  represented  to  have  been  moving  to  an  extreme ;  but  to 
peia  over  its  detail,  poor  Blucher,  at  their  separation,  received  Rosette's  farewell  with  an 
•motioa  of  spirit,  comparable  to  what  a  criminal  does  his  sentence  of  death.  The  young  lover 
posted  anray  from  Florence  at  an  early  hour  of  the  day  which  was  to  make  Rosetta  an  unwil* 
Bog  bride ;  but  the  counsellor,  infinitely  more  happy  than  his  rival,  fifter  subscribing  to  certain 
doenments  that  had  been  prepared  by  the  baron's  lawyer,  escorted  the  blooming  maid  to  the 
altar  of  Hymen,  and  thence  carried  her  home,  his  third  spouse,  to  the  identical  country 
fh^*f^"i  to  which  he  had  triumphantly  borne  her  two  predecessors  on,  to  him,  similar  happy 
tticu/hn*  i  and  here  some  merry  scenes  and  pastimes  among  the  villagers  were  made  to  take 
piaoe,  in  the  hope  of  thus  diverting  a  bride's  sorrowful  heart 

The  counsellor's  flame,  as  his  charming  bride  bad  foreseen,  burnt  too  furiously  before  mar- 
liige^  to  leave  fire  enough  for  it  to  endure  long  with  a  man  of  his  years.  SatUted  with  the 
Mjoyments  of  love,  he  soon  after  the  hymeneal  knot  had  been  tied*  returned  home  to  his 
tawB  bouse. 

Tiae  chaste  Rosetta  now  set  a  pattern  for  all  youthfol  fomales  who  wed  aged  partners. 
Flidthlnl  to  her  church  vows,  she  comforted  the  old  man,  her  husband,  to  the  utmost  of  her 
ibflity,  declaring  it  was  her  delight  to  contrive  by  every  method  to  afford  him  pleasure,  and 
that  she  desired  not  to  visit  at  any  place,  or  partake  of  any  amusement,  at  which  be  was  not 


The  benefit  of  treasure  should  be  felt  in  the  enjoyment.  Gotschalk  could  not  be  other- 
wise'  tiian  sensible  of  his  wife^  amiable  conduct ;  yet  avarice,  the  deep-rooted  passion  of  his 
heart,  speedily  ejected  that  of  love.  He  now  secretly  bemoaned  the  price  at  which  he  had 
pnrehased  a  husband's  right  to  his  incomparable  lady,  and  bis  regret  at  what  he  conceived  an 
laprofitahle  bargain  daily  increased,  until  it  so  mastered  his  prudence,  that  frequent  half* 
sniothered  exclamations  betrayed,  even  to  bis  lady,  the  dissatisfied  state  of  his  mind. 

Rosetta,  with  a  prudenoe  beyond  her  years,  appeared  not  to  notice  her  spouse's  discontent, 
bet  sibe  redoubled  her  attentions  to  him,  and  submitted  without  repining  to  all  the  mean  ways 
he  had  recourse  to  for  saving  money.  In  short,  her  patience  astonished  every  person  who 
knew  anything  of  Ootschalk  and  his  domestic  arrangements ;  yet  unkind  fortune,  not  propiti* 
Med  with  these  trials,  shortly  after  her  marriage  put  to  proof  also  the  virtue  of  our  heroine. 
To  ezplafai  this.  Lieutenant  Blucher,  owing  to  his  eldest  brother  being  killed  in  a  duel  and  hia 
iseoiid  perishing  at  sea,  had  fallen  into  possession  of  a  handsome  estate  and  a  viscount's  title ; 
on  which  the  young  nobleman,  actuated  more  by  love  than  discretion,  returned  to  Florence, 
where,  passing  under  an  assumed  name,  he  contrived  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Madame 
Gotschalk,  when  he  told  her  of  the  wealth  and  title  which  had  devolved  upon  him,  and  offered 
to  share  both  with  her  ;  proposing  she  should  bless  bis  love  by  eloping  with  him,  as  a  prepa* 
ittory  step  to  that  of  chaining  a  divorce  from  the  counsellor. 

The  ladyls  purity  of  mind  triumphed  over  the  seductive  temptations  of  true  love  and  exalted 
fink*  She  reproadied  her  faithful  lover  for  the  art  he  had  practised  to  gain  an  Interview,  and 
ist  only  spumed  at  his  proposition,  but  insisted  on  never  more  hearing  from,  him  on  a  subject 
to  insulting  to  a  virtuous  married  woman. 

THe  viscount,  though  baffled  in  his  views,  yet  could  not  but  respect  Rosetta  for  her  great 
fhUie,  and  he  endeavoured  to  move  her  from  the  resolve  she  had  oome  to,  but  virtue  waa 
stronger  implanted  than  even  love ;  therefore,  after  all  his  exertions,  he  was  under  the  palnfol 
iseessity  of  parting  from  his  beloved,  with  an  understanding  that  he  was  to  see  her  no  more ; 
kr  the  virtuous  lady  not  only  forbade  hhn  to  cultivate  her  husband's  acquaintance,  from  appre- 
kcMkm  that  the  fonninr  sparks  of  her  affection  might  rtkindk  in 
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hif  eaae  hopelaM  bj  deolaring  it  to  be  her  fixed  roiolotloii  to  meet  no  okd  withoutfthei 
of  him  whom  the  viscount  was  forbid  knowing. 

Viscount  Blucher*!  aiTectiim  for  her  was  too  sincere  io  allow  of  his  fisappointiig  Boaettt 
la  her  wishei^  thereiore  he  quitted  Florenoe^  leering  tlie  fair  one  satisfied  with  his  departttN^ 
for  she  hoped  it  would  leave  her  to  the  enjoyaents  of  repose  ;  but,  alas  I  her  hopes  wv 
delusive,  and  her  virtue  had  to  undergo  a  new  aod  severe  ordeal— to  withstand  the  Avj  of  « 
lihertine*s  desnre ;.  one  who  was  suUied  by  every  impurity,  and  assisted  in  his  bnso  views  upoa 
bar  by  the  man  that,  at  Hymen's  altar,  had  swora  tAHDongh  lifoio  be  her  proteolar.  The^otf 
^  dissatisfaction,  unless  it  he  destroyed,  will  ripen  into  the  fruit  of  dangcor  and  trovblo.  Mms 
Ewarthyburg,  whose  fortune  was  prodigiousi  and  who  himself  stood  high  in  hsmat  ut  n 
imperial  court,  Irom  beholding  her  at  ehuroh  unfortunately  bocasoe  onamoured  of  the 
^  Madame  Gotsehalfc ;  when  hairing  made  himself  aoquainted  with  the  efaaraeter  of  ker 
band,  the  crafty  prince,  un^er  pretence  of  negotiating  a  namey  loan  for  a  friend,  get  imndnaii 
to  the  usurer ;  after  whlob  he  often  invited  him  to  his  palace,  where  he  designedly  lost  OMMf 
to  him  at  cards,  and  by  this  mss  <2c  ptisrr$  his  highnem  woo  the  mlser%  heart  and  gdned  §mck 
influence  over  him  that,  in  all  things  not  injurious  to  bisfinaaoes,  JUs  will  beeamelasr  with  Hit 
counsellor*  Gaming  is  said  to  be  a  magical  stream.  Monneur  Ootsehalk  found  It  a  prafltahto 
one,  and  therefore  was  always  ready  and  wilUng  to  try  hia  fortune  at  cards  with  the  prinoa  for 
bis  opponent  It  soon  followed  that  his  highness  espressod  a  desire  to  visit  the  oaMMaDor* 
who  gladly  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  for  becoming  more  intimate,  and  no  doobt  bfll 
the  counsellor  now  eipected  to  ensure  two  tides  of  good  luck  when  Ulherto  coo  asdy  Imi 
offered.  Be  this  as  It  may,  his  doors,  which  were  shut  to  almost  everybody  else,  weBefondHy 
thrown  open  to  Prince  Swarthybuig^  who,  when  fairly  admitted  inilo  tha  fostren  wlilcli  lield 
the  tfeasnro  he  lustedafter,wasby  no  means  tardy  in  arqnainting  tim  fair  okjeet  of  Irfs  faring 
frith  the  love  he  felt  for  hei^  and  he  aolicited  her.aooeptanee  of  some  vahiable  preseatu,  Uttia 
doubting bntthat  she  wonld sorrenderhor lovely  person  after aolmrt  riege.  Thie  wahvoMa 
able  opinion  of  Rosetta  was  formed  from  the  misconduct  of  some  court  ladles  he  had  omI 
frith,  and  whidi,  were  women  all  of  one  character,  might  have  joetifled  Idm  fa  tanniriiv  that 
hwr  youth  and  beauty,  contrasted  with  the  advanced  ageaadaitveawasinriee  of  tlmconMnllai^ 
wonld  play  the  part  of  traitors  withhi  doors,  to  obtain  a  plane  for  lumin.  that  fort— tlw  haait 
of  hia  mistren ;  for,  libertine  like,  he  thought  such  guards  as  honoar  aad  dntjoould  makooolf 
a  feeble  defence  against  the  assaults  and  stratagems  of  a  prinea  of  his  grsat  qu«lifictllea% 
assisted  by  the  traitors  jast  enumerated* 

The  most  sanguine  are  not  always  the  most  successful  in  thsir  pannits.  The  prince  hmq 
diaoovered  he  had  calculated  on  too  easy  a  victory ;  and  womaa*i  aifaiitest  attribute,  modealg^ 
lie  little  knew  the  strength  oi;  because  the  artificial  distmctiens  of  court  rank,  which  give  her 
a  bokl,  forward  manner,  and  mix  the  modest,  immoral,  and  uachaale  frith  the  virtuona  and  tiM 
refined,  had  misled  his  judgment.  He  knew  that  public  virtne  ie  not  a  concomitant  featstt 
with  an  hereditary  government,  and  that  under  a  monarchy  the  main  object  Is  not  to  pteeairo 
the  purity  of  woman's  manners^  but  to  punish  her  Crimea  aad  irrsgalaritiei  %rithont  endoM 
vouring  to  prevent  them. 

Aristocratic  titles  are  great  seducers  of  female  virtue^  and  from  this  cause  women  in  a 
republic  are  more  virtuous  than  under  a  monarchy,  where  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of  a  die* 
gttsting  court  is  of  a  tendency  to  corrupt  them.  In  a  republic^  wliere  ftUsome  titles  exist  Aot* 
woman  is  man's  dear  companion,  equal  to  him  in  everything  save  physical  strength  and  poll* 
tical  power.  Tlie  prince,  counting  on  his  high«sounding  title  for  a  victory,  was  astonishad  at 
finding  his  addresses  treated  with  disdain,  his  presents  reftiaed,  and  his  company  seduloasly 
avoided.  What  was  now  to  be  done  became  the  consideration  with  him,  as  although  eheekod 
in  his  object,  yet,  while  a  chance  remained  of  success,  he  felt  determined  not  to  relinquish  his 
views  on  the  lovely  woman. 

'*  What  r*  said  this  potent  aristocrat,  when  ruminating  on  the  lubject  of  Roeetta's  virtuo^ 
**  what  madness  can  have  got  into  the  foolish  woman's  head  ?  Disdain  my  person,  indeed  1  Ra« 
fuse  my  costly  presently  and  resolutely  avoid  my  society  1  The  woman's  brain  must  be  turaedU 
or  'tis  impossible  she  could  act  thus»  to  prove  true  and  feithlail  to  a  superannuated,  nngratefiil* 
curmudgeonly  miser*    She  is  mad;  stark  staring  mad.    ThisifAiittemj^therladieitnat 
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mf  overtiiret;  manM  or  aBgie»  noble  or  pWbeiaDi  tliey  SMet  my  advances,  of  whicAi  my 
oonqufifts  over  the  fair,  and  the  criin.  eon.  oaiea  I  hare  been  a  party  to,  Aumish  faieontrovertttilo 
tertimony ;  however,  she  shall  be  mine,  I  siioar  to  heaven  she  shall  be  mine ;.  her  aflbeted 
ijitae  shall  not  preserve  her  (rom  my  embraoae ;  yea,  to  morti^'ber  piide  and  make  my  tri- 
umph most  conspicuoos,  her  covetous  husband  shall  himself  bring  her  bloahing  to  my  arms. 
I  min  bribe  the  wretoh;  from  him  I  will  pnrehase  the  dishonoor  of  hia  wife.' 

With  Prince  Swarthyburg,  in  mattersof  intrigue  with  the  fair  sea*  bis  aetlona  followed  oloee 
tta.hia  resolves.  He  now  lost  no  time  in  inviting  the  oounsellor  to- hia  mansion^  where,  after 
Hbt^  bad  partaken  of  a  deUcioua  banquet,  at  whioh  he  plied  the  uiurer  with  champaign,  he 
jwyoaed  their  adjourning  into  hia  cabinet,  where,  be  jocosely  said,  he  would  gratify  hia  eyes 
wi^  a  most  tempting  sight.  The  wily  prince  having  thus  ratsnd  the  misery  onriosity>  oon* 
cUiated  him  to  a  small  dhambert  whioh  he  entered  by  meana  of  a  bey  taken  from  hia  pocket, 
wban-baving  iastenedthe  door,  he  gently  lifted  a  baiae  doth  from  off  ar  table  it  had  been  apread 
^lar.  Heavens,  what  a  sight  for  an  avaricioua  man>l  On>  the  table  w«re  dispfaiyed  five  tboa- 
mod  pieces  of  gold,  laid  out.  and  sorted  in  lota* 

**  Mjr  friend,*'  now  said  the  prinoe,  drawing  a  ohair  fbr  the  astonished  miser,  **  prithee  seat 
4faelf»  and  examine  whether  these  cohis  are  of  genuine  goki,  and  of  a  just  weight ;  good 
aOMf  scales  lie  on  the  table  before  you>  with  which  you  may  prove  a  nmple  fkom  eaeh  lot**'  | 

Ue  miser's  eyes  had  been  fiaed  upon  the  god  of  bis  heart,  but  on  behig  requested  to  essay 
Iba  abining  metal,  he  gased  alternately  at  the  prinoe  and  the  money,  then,  after  his  lurpriio 
luid  somewhat  subsided,  weighed  and  examined  various  pieces  of  the  gold,  wUch  done,  be 
jpirely  declared  his  thorough  conviction  that  the  coins  were  all  of  foil  weight  and  pure  gold; 
vUo  fbr  hia  own  part,  he  added,  he  desired  no  better  fortune  tfaan'tbat  the  ricb  treasure  sbonld 

**  My  good  friend,  whether  this  gold  shall  remain  mine  or  beoomo  thine,  depends  on  thy 
pHeamre ;  you  have  only  to  will  it  so,  and  the  shining  metal  shall  be  transferred  to  your  oof- 
Sks*"  eagerly  rejoined  the  prince. 

Gotschalk's  heart  leaped  with  joy.  He  was  highly  delighted  and  wonderfully  surprised  by 
Ua  hi^ness's  declaration  ;  yet  was  he  by  no  means-backward  in  asking  by  what  service  dm 
ggoldwas  tobe  purchased ;  for  he  knew  the  world  too  well  to  imagfaie  thata  prince  accustomed 
to  deal  with  the  minions  of  corrnptioo  would  bestow  such  a  sum  as  lay  before  him  without 
nceiving  an  equivalent.  In  answer,  his  noble  host  candidly  confessed  that  he  was  passionately 
So  love  with  the  counsellor's  wife,  and  as  openly  avowed  that  he  had  made  tender  proposals- 
and  offered  costly  presents  to  her,  all  which,  he  said,  had  been  spumed  with  contempt. 

The  artful  prince,  after  hia  avowal,  hinted  suspicions  that  Madame  Gotschalk  was  in  the 
babit  of  privately  meeting  some  youthful  gallant,  for  he  said  it  was  too  much  to  suppose  that 
a  beautiful  young  female  should  be  true  and  constant  in  her  love  to  a  man  who  had  weathered 
near  seventy  winters ;  nevertheless,  he  added,  though  possibly  the  lady  might  indulge  herself 
In  propensities  suitable  to  her  years,  still  he  was  willing  to  pay  a  high  price  for  the  gratifica^ 
lion  of  his  whim,  therefore  he  had  to  propose  the  cxchan;^c  of  a  substantial  weighty  substance, 
namely,  the  gold  spread  out  before  them,  for  the  transitory  pleasure  to  be  enjoyed  by  familiar 
converse  with  Madame  Gotschalk  ;  and  provided  this  was  to  be  obtained  with  the  consent  and 
through  the  management  of  his  good  friend  the  counsellor,  he  declared  one  moiety  should 
BOW  be  paid  over  to  him,  and  the  remainder  of  the  money  as  vcon  as  the  affair  had  been  hap- 
pBy  accomplished. 

Counsellor  Gotschalk,  whose  eyes  were  still  dazzled  at  sight  of  the  golden  idol  glittering 
before  him,  and  whose  heart  throbbed  with  rapture  at  the  bright  prospect  of  making  it  his  own, 
flwde  answer  that  his  highness  had  now  resorted  to  a  fair,  though  an  unusual  course,  to  obtain 
ttegrntifi^cation  of  his  wishes ;  for  that,  unquestionably,  since  the  wife,  her  honour  and  chastity^ 
m  the  husband's  own  proper  goods,  it  was  a  better  and  more  lawful  way  to  g^n  possession 
•f  them  by  hia  consent,. than  basely  to  purloin  these  things  by  means  of  corrupting  the  wife ; 
which,  if  done  without  the  husband's  acquiescence,  would"  be  underhand  dealing,  and  not  a 
fegal  purchase.    Moreover,  be  said,  bis  highness  had  bid  him  handsomeiy,  and  therefore  he  waa 
HHUng  to  dose  with  the  offisi;  bat  conditionally  that  their  treaty  shoold  be  kepi  a  profound 
aacset,  not  only  froar  the  world  at  large,  but  also  from  Madame  Gotfehalk^t  wbfm.%  lv:f&a^ 
lanplaa  might  otbenriN  defeat  their  project ;  and  he  farthat  aAdadi^Bal^  '(RvA^t^\i^&>c^^'< 
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agreed  to  these  preliminaries,  he  on  his  part  consented  that  the  prince  should  accomplish  his 
full  desire  with  his  juvenile  spouse ;  and  promised  he  would  assist  him  to  the  utmost  ia 
carryiog  into  effect  this  condition  of  their  agreement* 

At  this  termination  of  their  discourse  the  two  worthies,  in  the  joy  of  their  hearts,  embraced 
each  other,  and  the  pruice  solemnly  promised  to  perform  bis  part  of  the  engagement;  when 
the  bargain  being  concluded,  the  mean-souled  usurer  speedily  returned  home,  triumphantly  at 
a  hero  after  gaining  a  glorious  victory,  with  two  thousand  five  hundred  newly  gained  pieces  of 
gold  in  his  possession ;  but  in  his  sleeve  laughing  at  his  noble  friend  for  his  egregious  folly  In 
having  given  him  the  money.  Indeed,  so  great  was  the  miser's  felicity  on  the  occaakm,  that 
it  deprived  him  of  prudence,  inasmuch  as  he  displayed  his  gold  before  his  spouse,  boastiag  that 
he  had  gained  it  by  his  adroitness.  . 

A  day  or  two  subsequent  to  that  of  their  amicable  negotiation,  Gotschalk  visited  Princo 
fiwarthybuig,  when  all  things  being  in  readiness,  he,  at  a  late  hour  of  the  day,  sent  his  ring  to 
Rosetta  by  a  trusty  person,  together  with  a  message,  informing  her  that  he  had  been  takea 
alarmingly  ill,  and  requesting  to  see  her  without  the  smallest  delay. 

The  obedient  wife,  soon  as  she  had  received  the  ring  and  heard  the  message  sent  her,  con- 
cluded that  her  husband  must  be  in  a  dangerous  state,  and  anxiously  hastened  away  with  the 
messenger,  that  she  might  perform  the  kind  offices  duty  required  towards  him.  On  her  arrival 
at  the  palace,  Madame  Gotschalk  was  couducted  to  a  ittately  chamber,  in  which  there  was  a 
auperb  bedstead  fhmished  with  gold  and  crimson  curtains ;  when  the  servant  having  ushered  her 
into  the  room,  withdrew  unnoticed ;  meanwhile  she  hastened  towards  the  bed  to  seek  her  bus* 
band,  and  Prince  Swarthyburg  entered  the  room  behind  her  and  closed  fast  the  door.  The 
light  of  truth  now  burst  upon  her,  but  the  heroiue,  finding  she  was  betrayed,  and  seeing  the 
amorous  prince  was  hastening  towards  her  with  open  arms,  precipitately  seized  hold  of  a  smaU 
Turkish  dagger  hanging  at  the  bed  bead,  and  flourishing  it,  warned  him  not  to  approach  her 
person,  but  show  respect  to  her  honour  by  pennittiog  her  to  retire. 

Love  is  deaf  to  the  voice  of  prudence.  Prince  Swarthyburg,  blinded  by  his  passion  and 
thinking  her  threat  an  empty  bravado,  and  that  he  could  easily  overcome  so  fair  an  antagonist, 
laughingly  approached  and  rudely  seized  upon  her  person,  when  Rosetta,  after  struggling  for  a 
time,  finding  that  her  assailant's  brute  strength  would  inevitably  overcome  her,  yet  feeling 
resolved  at  any  price  to  protect  her  honour,  plunged  the  dagger  she  held  into  the  prince's 
body,  and  hastily  withdrawing  it,  lodged  the  gory  steel  in  her  own  bosom.  The  noise  made 
by  the  struggling  pair,  and  the  fall  and  groans  of  the  wounded  sufferers,  alarmed  the  servants 
of  the  house,  who  from  all  directions  came  running  to  the  chamber  door,  but  finding  it  locked* 
while  groans  and  cries  for  assistance  issued  from  within,  they  burst  open  the  door  and  rushed 
into  the  room,  where  they  beheld  the  frightful  sight  with  horror  and  amaze :  in  short,  such 
was  their  confusion  that  for  a  time  nothteg  proper  was  done  by  them  to  assist  the  unfortunate 
sufferers.  The  butler  was  the  first  person  to  recollect  himself,  when  he  caused  his  master,  who 
was  nearly  insensible  from  the  loss  of  blood,  to  be  laid  on  his  own  bed.  But  poor  Rosetta, 
who  appeared  to  be  dying,  he  had  conveyed  to  a  bed  in  an  adjoining  chamber ;  meanwhile  a 
messenger  was  dispatched  to  communicate  to  Gotschalk  the  sad  catastrophe  which  had 
befallen  his  wife,  and  others  were  sent  to  procure  medical  aid. 

The  officious  domestics  called  at  every  medical  man's  house  they  came  nigh,  and  the  doctors 
of  the  neighbourhood  consequently  thronged  to  the  Swarthyburg  palace,  bnt  unfortunately 
their  efforts  to  succour  Madame  Gotschalk  were  altogether  unavailing:  she,  poor  lady» 
breathed  her  last  in  little  more  than  an  hour  after  she  had  inflicted  the  deadly  wound  in  her 
bosom.  With  the  prince  these  scientific  characters  had  better  success :  he  gradually 
recovered  ;  for  the  fact  is,  that  although  he  had  fainted  from  excess  of  hemorrhage,  his  wound 
had  never  been  dangerous.  However,  to  give  science  its  due,  it  must  be  mentioned  that 
these  learned  men  held  a  protracted  consultation  on  his  case,  and  issued  a  bulletin,  pronouncing 
that  his  Highness  Prince  Swarthyburg,  if  kept  quiet,  and  provided  no  unlooked-for  bad  symptoms 
ahould  arise,  in  their  opinion  was  likely  to  do  well. 

The  messenger  dispatched  to  the  counsellor  found  him  at  home ;  indeed,  on  his  wife's 

arrival  at  the  paUce  he  had  quitted  it  by  a  back  door,  to  hasten  to  his  own  abode ;  bnt 

whether  he  took  thb  step  from  scruples  of  conscience  stirred  up  by  the  apprehension  of  hearing 

bis  wife  ca))  for  aaiistanoe  against  her  ravisher,  when  he  had  resolved  to  afford  her  none,  or 
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that  he  felt  eager  to  minutely  eiamine  if  his  lut  moiety  of  gold  was  pore  liKiaalit^  and 
eorraet  In  amount,  doet  not  appear,  yet  the  messenger  found  him  loclied  up  in  his  cabinet^ 
whence  he  was  so  tardy  in  making  his  appearance  that  he  judged  it  expedient  to  communicate 
lib  distressing  tidhigs  through  the  liey-hole,  when  the  jingling  noise  of  money,  as  if  being  toit 
into  bags»  reached  his  ears  before  the  door  was  opened  for  his  admittance. 

The  nsurer's  curiosity  had  not  been  sufficiently  roused  to  make  liim  aak  any  questions  while 
ke  wis  in  hte  cabinet,  but  when  the  servant  and  he  were  posting  together  along  the  streets,  he 
much  anxiety  to  learn  all  the  particulars  attending  his  wife^  calamity.  From  the 
of  his  questions  evidently  his  chief  object  in  evincing  this  curiosity  must  have  been  that 
ef  satisfying  himself,  whether  he  was  legally  entitled  to  the  last  half  of  the  precious  metal  for 
whidi  he  had  bargained  away  his  wife's  honour.  However,  some  compunctions  of  conscience 
seemed  to  disturb  the  gentleman  when,  on  his  arrival  at  the  palace,  he  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance  that  his  spouse  had  just  then  expired ;  bnt  weak  must  these  compnno* 
tioas  have  been,  for  upon  a  question  being  put  touching  the  poor  woman's  Ameral,  he  sneaked 
esray  after  Intimating  his  expectations  that  his  highness,  who  had  oocasiooed  her  death,  would 
lake  on  himself  the  charge  and  management  of  her  funeraL 

By  the  inquest  on  the  body,  it  was  made  to  appear  that  Madame  Gotschalk,  in  a  paroxysm 
ef  insanity,  had  mortally  stabbed  herself  and  severely  wounded  Prince  Swarthyburg ;  but  as 
tide  politic  prince  gave  her  a  costly  burial,  the  journals  of  the  town  extolled  the  nobleness  eC 
Irfs  osodneti  in  showing  such  foi^voness  and  respect  towards  a  maniac,  who  had  placed  hii 
life  in  imminent  jeopardy. 

Prince  Swarthyburg's  cure  verified  the  prognostications  of  the  learned  doctors.    He  got 

ipletely  well,  but  owing  to  the  many  precautions  taken  by  his  medical  attendants  his  hi|^ 
was  Boade  to  suffer  the  mortification  attendant  on  being  confined  to  his  palace  for  three 
although  he  felt  sufl^ently  recovered,  and  ardently  wished  to  have  gone  abroad,  at 
less  than  half  that  time. 

A  true  lover  glories  in  avenging  the  wrongs  done  his  mistress.  The  prince  had  scarcely 
aiMie  his  appearance  abroad,  ere  he  was  disagreeably  surprised  at  receiving  a  hostile  message 
firom  Viscount  Bluchcr,  who  had  postcMl  to  Florence  on  hearing  the  foregoing  sad  tidings,  and 
now  called  on  the  lamented  woman's  aggressor  to  give  him  personal  satisfaction  for  his  infa* 
mens  conduct  to  Madame  Gotschalk,  whose  death  he  affirmed  had  been  caused  by  him. 

His  highness,  indignant  at  the  foul  charge,  vet  unwilling  to  incur  the  danger  attendant  on 
a  duel,  threatened  the  viscount  with  a  visitation  from  the  police,  as  also  on  action  at  law ;  and 
the  noble  Prussbn's  second,  with  these  threats  resounding  in  his  ears,  departed  from  the 
priooe's  residence  without  obtaining  any  satisfaction  on  the  behalf  of  his  friend. 

Happily,  the  resolute  man  holds  a  rod  over  his  enemy.  The  prince  had  not  long  got  rid  of 
his  unwelcome  visitor  before  he  sallied  out  of  doors  habited  in  a  splendid  uniform,  but  scarcely 
had  he  put  foot  in  the  street  to  step  into  his  carriage,  before  the  Prussian  viscount,  who  had 
com'e  there  attended  by  some  friends,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  his  servants  protecting  their 
master,  suddenly  grasped  hold  of  his  highness  by  his  coat  collar,  and  snatching  his  sword  from 
the  owner's  side,  broke  it  into  two  pieces,  when  disdainfully  throwing  the  weapon  into  the 
stieet,  he  told  the  prince  he  was  no  better  than  a  common  murderer,  while  that  to  his  cow- 
ardice he  now  stood  indebted  for  the  prolongation  of  his  wretched  existence ;  which  having 
said,  he  deliberately  spit  in  his  highness's  face  and  gave  him  an  unmannerly  kick  or  two  on 
the  seat  of  honour. 

After  he  had  thus  gratified  his  revenge  and  shown  his  detestation  of  Prince  Swarthyburg's 
conduct,  the  spirited  viscount  turned  from  his  discomfited  antagonist,  and  followed  by  his  par* 
tisans,  quitted  the  scene  of  action,  without  casting  a  look  behind  him. 


V. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

''Ahaie!  vhatperlhd««iivli«i 
The  man  that  medtdlea  with  oold  ir«B : 
What  plaivy  misehleff  and  nrtrtiapt 
1V>  dof  him  itUl  with  afk«r>«lapa  I 
For  thooirh  dame  Portttne  aeeaia  to  Hnile^ 
And  leer  npon  him  fior  a  vhf]e» 
Shell  alter  ahow  hija,  ia  the  niok 
Of  aU  hia  glorica,  a  dog  tridL." 

"In  an  eoorta  of  joatioe  here 
A  witneaa  it  not  aaid  to  awear, 
Beteuke  am  oath ;  that  ia,  im  plaia  tarma* 
To  forge  whatever  he  aflrmai*^ 

Tax  vigeDoni't  astauh  on  the  prince  having  taken  place  In  tbepoblie  atraetp  in  preieneeof 

the  prince*^  servants  and  other  persons,  it  naturally  beeame  a  subjeet  of  general  oonirinallHi 

among  the  gossips  of  Florence,  and  every  one  formed  thefa'  owb  snnniae  as  to  what  m%iit 

yesnll  ftom  the  nausual  aflUr.    Some  asserted  it  as  theb  opinion  that  a  langniaarydiuliivafil 

take  plaoe  between  the  noUe  parties ;  others  said  they  thought  the  viseonntlB  penen  mmld  be 

naiaed  upon  and  he  have  to  endure  a  tedious  imprisonment ;  while  not  a  §&w  of  theae 

in  the  stream  of  futurity  hinted  their  apprehensions  that  his  asaaasbiatiOQ  wo«ki  be  tlM 

ofhifletoerity. 

FVom  this  point  of  conjecture  the  busy  reasoners  would  travel  back  to  the  cauw  of  llii» 

gross  ouifBge  committed  by  the  Prussian ;  and  on  this  head  sundry  reports  wefo  fakhm- 

trioosly  circulated ;  some  of  which  were  grossly  sUnderous  of  poor  Roeetta's  charaetei^  and 

framed  to  move  compassion  for  her  unfortunate  spouse ;  but  others  i^re  severe  against  the 

priaoB  and  pi^judioiai  to  the  character  of  the  counsellor,  whoee  diabdieal  conduct  in  barteriog 

away  his  wife's  honour  for  gold  got  noised  abroad,  and  many  believed  the  report  founded- 

la  foot 

The  characters  of  living  men  depend  much  upon  fortuitous  chwnmatanoes,  yet  the  mart: 

designing  are  usually  represented  as  the  most  honest.    The  creatures  of  Prince  Swarthybmgw- 

finding  that  their  patron's  influence  stood  in  need  of  propping^  made  it  their  special  businesa 

to  extol  hhn  in  the  newspapers,  coffee  houses,  and  all  public  plaoest  ^  ffra^  virtue,  and  an- 

much  to  decry  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  nobleman  who  had  aiaanlted  hit  perfeon. 

This  ministerial  course  for  hood- winking  the  crowd  was  pursued  during  some  days»  when  the- 

public  mind  having  been  prepared  for  the  event,  Viscount  Blucher  was  arrsstedand  taken  out 

of  his  bed  at  a  lone  hour  of  the  night,  to  be  incarcerated  in  prison.    The  parasitea  eiveft. 

carried  injustice  beyond  thb  act  of  the  government,  as  they  wen  guilty  of  the  unpardonable 

crime  of  slandering  poor  Rosetta*s  spotless  character,  thereby  to  cast  a  folse  lustre  on  that  eT 

their  depraved  patron.    The  visoouot's  apprehension  naturally  set  the  gossips  to  work  anew^. 

when  the  character  of  Gotschalk  was  made  to  suffer  in  no  sUgtit  degree  -,  and  assuredly,  to  the 

virtuous  mind  his  crime  appears  unpardonable ;  nevertheless  there  were  people  in  Floreaee 

who  took  the  melancholy  truth  into  consideration,  tlutt  greater  personages  than  the  eewe 

aellor  have  grown  rich  by  pandering  with  their  spouses,  and  these  Uberal-miaded  geetry»  with 

a  generosity  worthy  of  commendation,  considered  that  all  degrees  of  vice  and  virtue  eoght  l» 

be  pronounced  upon  by  comporisoo. 

Now  it  so  happened  that,  on  the  day  following  after  theneUe  Prussian^  arrest,  I  wee  ami- 

gaged  to  dine  with  a  lady  of  quality  whom  I  had  met  at  Un  OfShuflIewett*s»  aadBfend^f  toak 

his  dinner  at  a  famed  restaurateur's,  where  it  was  his  luck  to  get  seated  at  a  table  adjoining 

to  one  occupied  by  a  party  of  four  military  ofiScers,  whose  conversation  was  one  continued 

abuse  of  Viscount  Blucher,  intermixed  with  hyperbolical  praise  of  Prince  Swarthyburg. 

The  sailor,  whose  ideas  of  liberty  were  more  enlarged  than  general  report  allows  those  oT 

Italian  soldiers  to  be,  listened  to  these  remarks  in  contemptuous  silence,  till  at  length,  the 

subject  having  exhausted  bis  patience,  he  attempted  to  divert  his  attention  from  it,  and  amuse 

himself  in  a  manner  more  congenial  to  his  feelings,  by  whistling  a  sea  tune ;  but  scarcely  had 

Recommenced  upon  tbiB  innocent  recreation  before  it  became  evident,  from  the  fierce  looks 
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MHimedby  the oAoeif»  that  Us  pailine  wu  not  pleadbf  to  them;  Monday,  howeter,  ragarA- 
laaa  of  the  consaqnaneei,  moat  peraeverin^y  kept  on  wfaaatling  the  old  nantica!  aoog— Rob 
Britannia ;  and  whenever  the  oiBeeis  recurled  their  nraitachoefl,  or  otherwise  attempted  tD 
JMc  fiercer  than  before,  he  whistled  proportionately  louder.  The  ions  of  Mars»  from  tone  tD 
ftfaMb  exhibited  fresh  symptoms  of  their  diaapprobatMMit  yetaa  nqf^e  of  these  were  personallf 
nfcisiTe  to  the  saibr,  he  took  no  eognixance  of  theny  bnt  oafanly  cracked  Albert^  Mid  sipped 
Bnisoady,  when  he  was  not  engaged  in  whistling. 

TUs  was  the  state  of  affiiirs  between  the  parties*  their  angry  feelings  being  ripe  and  rea4f 
tar  combustion,  when  an  officious  character,  one  of  those  persons  who  make  it  their  business  tD 
pidL  |ip  aoqnahUancee  at  tayenis,  that  they  may  partake  of  good  eheer  at  their  expense,  and 
who  had  become  aoquauited  with  Monday  in  this  way,  entered  the  room,  when,  spying  out  hii 
convenient  entertainer,  he  approached  his  table  to  salute  hiss,  and  was  invited  to  a  shira  of 
Monday^  Burgundy.  The  sailer,  who  in  his  haaardons  career  had  frequently  felt  the  want  of 
l^onereua  wine  and  wae  of  an  hospitable  disposition,  having  seated  the  parasite  near  to  fahn, 
fifed  hia  glaas,  whieh  was  emptied  in  a  trice ;  but  the  second  bumper  not  going  oflT  so  i^SkAf, 
ha  mUf  **-  Come,  dsnr  olT  your  beeUtap,**  whksh  being  done,  he  refilled  both  thdr  glassealD 
ihe brio,  and  gave  ibr  a  toast,  *The  Prussian  count,  who  brought  the  stiff-necked,  hunkni 
i%ged  prince  to  his  bearings.' 

«•  To  the  last  drop  wfll  I  drink  off  that  toast,**  njoined  the  Gorsican  guest,  as  he  lifM  the 
^fmm  to  his  lips^  when  having  qoafEed  off  its  contents,  he  turned  the  measure  upside  dswa, 
fiifing  the  rim  en  the  back  of  his  thumb  naS,  and  after  noticing  that  not  a  jreitf  of  tlM  UqMr 
mnined,  langhfaigly  observed,  that  having  done  justice  to  the  toast  of  his  entertainer,  Im 
ahDold  return  the  salute,  by  drinking,  '  PerditioB  to  all  such  cowardly  naaab  as  Mnco 
4warthybui^.  * 

«<  Bravo,"  returned  the  aaOor,  refilling  their  glaises  nntfi  they  ran  over,  "your  toast  meritf 
«M  wine  and  overflowing  oaeasnre.'* 

"  Zounds,"  exclaimed  one  of  the  officers,  who  was  a  terrible  looking  man,  with  mustaohoet 
yv^feoting  from  his  face,  like  a  cat^s  whiskers,  *<  who,  in  the  name  of  perditien,  have  we  here, 
#Hft  darea  calumniate  the  cfaaraeter  of  Prince  Swarthyburg  hi  my  presence?"  thsA  addnasfflK 
liimadf  pebitedly  to  the  sailor,  he  added,  "  you,  sir,  who  have  prosumed  to  couple  the  tarai* 
■tlffMnlnil  and  buckram^rigged,  with  this  noble  prince's  name,  answer  me  these  two  qiiastionf, 
god  with  rincerity,  if  you  possess  the  requisite  courage,— are  yon  one  of  the  partisans  of  Vli- 
filocher?  and  do  yon  approve  of  his  hifiunous  conduct  to  his  highness  the  prince?^ 

**  Yon,  mister  haky-moutb,  are  free  with  your  questions,  but  suppose  I  may  not  choose  to 
tliem ;  then.  111  warrant,  you  would  soon  dap  your  helm  about  and  sheer  ofl^  beflite 
inaoleoce  made  me  fidl  foul  of  your  craft ;  howsoever,  all  things  considered,  I  will  answer 
first  question,  by  telling  you  I  know  no  more  of  the  viscount  you  pAlaver  about,  than  ymt 
di-ef  Pan!  Jones  or  Jack  Hatfield ;  who,  d*ye  see,  are  both  hard  up  in  Davy*a  looker  s  bnt  •■ 
Id  ttds  Prtiadan*s  conduct  towards  the  lubber  of  a  prince,  you  may  take  your  Davy  tU  efep 
no  stopper  on  my  mouth ;  and  thus  much  will  I  say,  no  matter  who  comes  athwart  my  hawae 
Ibr  doing  it,  that  he  ia  a  brave  hearty  iiellow,  and  acted  in  this  ailkir  like  a  true  man ;  yet, 
thongh  I  mean  no  reflections  on  him,  for  doubtless  the  thought  never  croised  his  mind,  had  it 
my  case,  I  would  have  ploughed  a  few  seams  oo  the  prince*^  back,  just  to  have  given  the 
a  job  in  caulldng  and  paying  them." 

«  You  are  a  low,  vulgar  fellow,  I  find,  unworthy  of  a  gentleman's  notice,"  superciUous^ 
Dhserved  the  officer,  reseating  himself  at  table. 

**  Words  don't  kill  nor  capsize,  else  you  would  sink  all  before  yon,  fifr  Tinselcoat,  or  wlial- 
ever  is  your  name,"  retorted  the  sailor. 

'<  Hell  and  fury,  wfaafft  that  you  say,"  cried  the  martial  hero,  starting  up  from  his  chair  and 
isixing  hold  of  the  hilt  of  his  sabre.  "  You  are  an  impertinent  rascal  to  speak  contemptuou^y 
«f  tlie  imperial  uniform ;  but,  by  all  that's  sacred,  you  shall  eat  your  words,  or  this  steel  make 
room  for  heaven's  light  to  find  a  passage  through  your  body." 

^  Let  go  your  toasting  fork,  or  Pll  wipe  down  your  back  with  this  oaken  towd,"  replied 
the  sailor,  flourishing  his  large  stick. 

Instinctively  the  officer  stepped  back  several  paces,  and  drew  bis  glittering  blade,  the  sight 
dC  which  set  the  whole  room  in  a  fennent^  every  dttic  fm  ttorai  ximML»  vmI  vi^iri  v^rvs^ 
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4r«  harrying  towards  the  wotme  of  aetioo.  Mondmy,  however,  tmdalinted  at  the  hbaine  ftf* 
pantioDS  of  his  enemy,  otressed  upon  him  so  fiercely,  that  the  gamit  soldier  foond  it  neeeanfj 
to  make  a  farther  retrograde  movement,  as  many  greater  heroes  hare  done,  without  awaiting 
ihe  oereroony  of  beating  n  retreat ;  till  at  length,  being  pent  np  in  a  corner  of  the  room, 
with  the  blade  of  his  sabre  Jying  shivered  to  pieces  on  the  iloor,  he  eonld  neither  escape^  nor 
longer  protect  himself  from  the  merciless  blows  dealt  him  by  the  gallant  sailor,  who,  faigidy 
to  the  diversion  of  iliany  civilians  of  the  party,  kept  bawling  out,  while  he  was  employed 
chastising  tbo  martial  hero,  **  So,  mister  hairy  month,  you  mean  to  make  the  light  of  heaven 
afaine  through  my  hull,  don't  you  ?** 

The  disconcerted  gentleman's  brother  officers,  whom  astonishment  at  beholding  Mondgfu 
hnpetnosity  of  attack  had  prevented  from  acting  sooner,  now  interfered  in  behalf  of  their 
distressed  comrade,  and,  by  seizing  the  conqaering  hero  by  the  shoulders  and  skirt  of  his  coat, 
made  him  in  his  turn  retrograde  from  his  foe;  but  the  Corsican,  although  he  was  a' common 
.parasite,  to  his  honour  be  it  mentioned,  was  a  valiant  fellow,  nobly  stepped  forwai4  at  this 
moment  of  necessity  to  assist  bis  entertainer,  and  by  sharp  kicks  and  keen  blows^  dealt  out 
with  great  good  will,  soon  succeeded  in  convincing  these  soldier  officers  that  active  interfer* 
ence  in  a  private  quarrel  of  others  is  a  service  much  more  likely  to  be  rewarded  with  blows 
than  by  honorary  medals. 

Monday  had  struggled  to  the  utmost  to  save  himself  from  making  the  retrograde  movement 
:his  foes  iiad  conmielled  him  to  resort  to ;  and  now,  as  soon  as  he  was  freed  f^om  his  rearward 
MnUants,  he  bravely  faced  about,  reflourishiog  his  stick,  and  called  aloud  upon  his  paortisaB 
.  ^to  back  lum,  while  he,  he  said,  would  beat  the  dust  out  of  a  few  uniform  coats. 

"  Corsica  against  Florence,*'  was  the  reply,  and  pell-mell,  helter-skelter,  went  to  work  both 
the  sailor  and  his  supporter. 

**  British  oak  for  ever,"  bdlowed  out  the  former  at  almost  every  blow  he  made  teD ;  while 
"revenge  and  old  Corsica,"  was  the  cry  of  the  latter  hero,  when  he  performed  similar  martial 
exploits. 

Open  warfiure  is  highly  extolled  and  admired  by  the  heroes  who  are  victorious  in  It ;  and 
the  more  sanguinary  the  battle,  so  proportionately  is  the  pride  of  those  personages  inflated  by 
empty  air,  foul  as  that  blown  from  the  trump  of  Fame,  for,  notwithstanding  what  the  tongue 
•of  sophistry  may  assert,  honour  and  glory,  dishonour  and  shame,  are  mere  names,  dependant 
Ibr  their  effieet  on  report  and  the  fashion  of  the  times. 

The  sailor  and  the  Corsican  had  hitherto  carried  on  this  warfare  much  to  their  advantage^ 
and  three  or  four  prostrate  antagonists  bore  conclusive  evidence  of  the  severity  with  which 
their  blows  had  been  administered  ;  but  treacherous  Bellona,  who  alike  favours  just  and  unjust 
4saiiies,  and  changes  nboni  from  side  to  side,  to  retain  her  warriors  the  tighter  in  their  leading 
etrings,  now  infhsed  an  additional  stock  of  courage  and  sagacity  into  the  most  numerous 
party,  and  they,  consequently,  l>eing  assisted  and  guided  by  a  divinity,  simuHaneoudy  fell  upon 
our  two  sturdy  champions,  and  by  their  united  strength  overwhelmed  and  forced  them  to 
measure  their  lengths  upon  the  sandy  floor. 

It  would  have  £sred  badly  with  Monday  and  his  colleague  had  the  conquerors  been  left  te 
treat  them  according  to  their  sovereign  pleasure ;  their  hopes  and  situation  would  then  have 
been  somewhat  on  a  par  with  those  of  citizens  in  a  besieged  town,  at  the  moment  of  a  trium^ 
phant  enemy's  entrance  through  a  breach  on  its  wall.  In  short,  to  judge  of  the  brntaHty 
shown  in  their  assaults  on  the  prostrate  pair,  there  can  be  little  question  but  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  waiters  and  some  other  persons  who  forcibly  interfered  to  separate  the  conqberors 
from  tlie  conquered,  the  former  would  have  sent  the  souls  of  the  latter,  unprepared,  on  the 
great  voyage  of  futurity,  before  they  had  fully  satiated  their  vengeance  upon  their  bodies. 

A  stout  heart  is  not  to  be  dismayed.  The  sailor  was  scarcely  on  his  legs  after  bis  over- 
throw, ere,  rubbing  his  eyes,  which  were  considerably  swollen  and  blackened  by  the  blows 
which  had  just  been  inflicted  on  them,  he  exclaimed,  **  Cowardly  lubbers  as  ye  are,  would 
that  I  had  the  handling  of  you,  one  by  one  at  a  spell,  I'd  teach  you  to  give  a  wide  berth  to 
your  betters ;  I'd  make  you  glad  to  dance  from  the  presence  of  a  brave  man ;  I'd  put  metal 
Into  your  legs,  as  Boney  did  to  those  of  the  Austrians,  when  they  capered  away,  wliile  he  took 
Tlenna  from  them." 

**^^SdieM,*  ^tanoMred  the  Corsicao,  feeling  over  his  month,  where  several  teeth  had 
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bMB  tneMf  ejeeted  froto  thdr  pbcei,  "this  eomet  of  mjRddKng  with  other  man •  t|iiaiVQb ; 
tills  b  the  way  we  poor  CorsicanB  get  treated  by  FlorentSoe  aad  Aostrian  aoUiert." 

**  To  the  guard-booie  with  these  diitarbers  of  the  public  ptace»  these  vagabond  iellow8»** 
iaid  the  senior  of  the  officers,  addressing  a  serjeant  who  had  just  entered  the  room  with 
half  a  dozen  rank  and  file  of  soldiers  at  his  heels.  **  1  take  on  me  the  responsibility  of  the  nea- 
Mre ;  it  is  my  order  that  you  take  these  fellows  into  euttody." 

**  Your  honour's  commands  shall  be  obeyed,**  replied  the  obsequious  serjeant )  ''is  it  your 
hoiMNir's  pleasure,  colonel,  that  they  riiall  be  locked  up  in  the  black  hole  ?" 

<*  Should  they  prove  obstreperous,  but  not  otherwise,**  rejoined  the  officer ;  **  but  away  with 
thaiD,  seijeant." 

-  <*  My  lad,  give  the  chaps  their  hats  now,"  said  the  serjeant  to  one  of  the  waiters;  when  th*8 
having  been  done,  he  turned  to  his  prisoners,  saying,  *'  come,  my  lads,  march  away  to  your  new 
quarters." 

**  This  comes  of  meddling  in  other  men's  quarrels;  this  is  the  way  that  poor  CooBioans 
get  treated  here,**  ejaculated  the  Corse. 

**  This  is  a  sample  of  liberty,**  observed  Monday,  looking  disdainfully  at  the  armed  soldiets : 
*  'tis  a  pity  these  worsted-laced  gentlemen  have  not  something  better  to  employ  them  than 
boarding  unarmed  vessels  and  taking  defenceless  prisoners.** 

•**  Away  with  the  ruffians,'*  shouted  several  of  the  officers ;  **  put  handcuflTs  on  them  if  they 
raisL** 

-  By  the  Serjeant's  command  the  soldiers  now  pushed  their  prisoners  towards  tho  door ; 
but  as  the  sailor  evinced  some  backwardness  to  move  in  that  direction,  he  was  goaded,  ^  pos- 
Uriori,  by  the  point  of  a  bayonet,  which  acted  more  forcibly  than  any  vrordy  aigumont  could 
bave  done,  and  convinced  him  that  resistance  would  be  downright  madness;  therefiDre, 
making  a  merit  of  necessity,  my  secretary  marched  away  peaceably  among  the  escort  But 
stiUf  when  quitting  the  chamber  he  had  dined  in,  he  farther  insalted  his  enemies  by  pro- 
daiming  aloud  that  Prince  Swarthyburg  was  a  good-for-nothing  humbug,  and  it  should  go 
bard  with  himself,  but  he'd  find  some  way  of  obtahiing  satis&ction  for  the  treatment  he  had 
net  wHh  on  the  lubberiy  rascal's  account 

The  Corsican,  who,  by  wofhl  experience,  had  been  taught  that  the  miracle  of  a  poor  man's 
obtafadng  redress  for  vrrongs  inflicted  by  a  great  one  is  not  performed  every  day,  marched 
along  the  streets  leading  to  the  guard  room  in  no  small  tribulation,  which  the  pahi  and  melan 
cboily  reflections,  occasioned  by  the  loss  he  had  sustained  of  several  teeth,  tended  not  a  little 
io  aggravate. 

-  Monday  made  occasional  attempts  to  rouse  the  sufferer  out  of  his  doldrums,  as  he  termed 
Us  depression  of  spirits,  sometimes  telling  him  not  to  be  taken  aback  so,  but  cheer  up»  for 
that  he  woald  take  on  himself  to  warrant  one  day  or  other  they  would  have  their  revenge ; 
and  at  others,  advising  him  not  to  take  so  much  to  heart  the  loss  of  his  masticators,  for  that 
be  would  hand  him  over  some  shiners,  by  way  of  a  compliment,  for  his  services  In  the  fight 
they  had  maintained  together. 

Language  meant  to  condole  a  sufferer,  unless  it  be  baited  with  the  lure  afforded  by  affec- 
tion, or  that  of  profit,  as  may  best  suit  the  occasion,  usually  fails  in  eflBacting  the  desired 
object ;  but  Monday's  well-timed  hint,  regarding  the  present  he  purposed  makiag  his  compa- 
idoD  in  mafortune,  seemed  to  afford  that  individual  some  consolation. 

The  subaltern  officer  of  the  guard  received  his  prisoners  from  the  serjeant  in  a  con- 
temptuous manner,  scarcely  condescending  to  honour  two  such  ragamuffins,  as  they  appeared 
to  him,  with  a  single  look.  *<  What  are  these  fellows  sent  here  for  ?**  was  the  question  of  this 
redoubtable  ensign. 

*'  Please  your  honour,  they  are  sent  here  by  Colonel  Hofflemans,  for  creating  a  riot  at 
Bonvoison's,  the  restaurateur,  where  they  ill-treated  four  or  five  of  our  officers,  and  the  colonel 
amongst  the  number.*' 

<*  You  must  be  dreaming,  serjeant,"  rejoined  the  ensign,  <*  these  fellows  are  fit  company  for 
a  petty  cabaret,  and  nothing  better:  at  Bonvoison's  such  ragamuffins  are  not  admitted. 
However,  to  the  guard-house  with  them,  and  see  to  it  they  don*t  escape." 

The  ensign's  suspicions,  though  not  of  a  flattering  nature  to  the  prisoners,  were  quite  par- 
donable, as  neither  of  the  heroes  bore  the  smallest  appearance  of  behi^  ^xlW^vdaxu   T^<&  ^^^<k 
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•  • 

in  addition  to  black  and awoUeA cye^  cxhfiiital  1 1^ of  pantitoia aocbivni  la ipmt^«id • 
eoat  stripped  of  one  of  its  sUrts;  betides  wbiob,  it  was  rent  op  tba  bafik»  to  tbe  verj  OBOm 
The  other  discomfited  hero's  appearance  was  sUU  mora  deplorable.  In  addition  to  fait  dis- 
figured month  and  a  firightfullfr  scratched  nose»  owiqg  to  Us  cravat  having  been  torn  ia  ptaoiA 
in  the  struggle,  he  exposed  a  bared  nedK,  aod  throogh  the  hdea  cut  in  his  siaaU  dothes  pto- 
truded  his  naiied  koees :  moreoier»  the  garments  of  both  these  combat aata  had  got  mitwihlj; 
,  dirtied  in  the  conflict 

When  they  had  got  themselves  seated  amidst  the  aeldlen  in  their  goard-room*  Moodqr 
and  the  Coreican  had  ample  leisare  tioM  tot  FftM?Af*rfr*g  npon  the  mutability  of  hnmaa  aftin  ; 
but  the  sailor*s  reflections  not  nnfreqnenUy  were  fattermpted  by  the  groans  and  lameotatlant 
of  his  companion.  *'  What  a  wretch  am  I  beeome^**  the  oliop4Uleii  hero  would  involnntMlly 
exclaim.  *  My  handsome  teethhnocked  out  of  my  mootht  my  best  salt  of  okythes  tom  Um  ' 
rags,  and  my  person  imprisoned  in  a  common  military  guard*room ;  whfle  I,  unfortunate  aaa 
as  I  am,  stand  threatened  with  a  still  owre  deplorable  fate ;  and  for  what  am  I  brought  to 
this  misery  ?  merely  for  partaking  of  a  pint  or  two  of  wine  with-  o  qyarrslsomo  Fngiishwan 
AUis  1  alas  1  see  what  my  love  of  good  fore  has  branght  me  too.  Oh  I  that  I  had  boea  aatisied 
to  earn  my  bread  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow,  as  my  goo<iL  hooeft»  bajDd*woiking  patents  hvrm 
done  before  me." 

**  Come,  cheer  np,  messmate,**  the  saflw  would  say  at  the' termination  of  each  solilofaf  of 
the  foregoing  nature,  **  a  light  heart  is  a  man's  best  companion  through  the  stormy  voyage  of 
life ;  it  serves,  like  a  lit  candle  in  abinnacle^  to  show  him  which  course  he  diould  steer  to  knep 
dear  of  rocks  and  breakers,  in  reaching  the  port  oi  his  destination ;  beddes,  it  brightens  the 
couDtenanoe  and  keeps  old  fother  eare  at  a  wide  oflbig :  in  short,  a  Ught  heart  is  better  than 
SI  weighty  bag  of  money*  for  the  Utter  may  get  canted  overboard  and  busied  for  over  ia 
Davy's  locker,  while,  d'ye  see,  messmate,  the  former  stays  snug  in  a  man's,  own  keeping,  and 
provided  he  parts  company  with  it,  he  has  none  hut  hhnself  to  find  foult  with.** 

The  sailor's  reasonhig«  thoqgh  straightforward*  and  soiBciently  dear  to  be  understood  bgr 
any  one,  apparently  made  little  or  no  happy  impression  on  the  discomfited  Cerse ;  on  the  oon^ 
trary,  when  he  made  mention  of  the  heavy  bag  of  money,  that  unfortunate  gentleman  sighed 
and  lamented  more  grievously  than  before ;  but  grog;  that  solacer  of  a  sailor's  heart*  proved 
successful  in  effecting  a  purpose  which  reason,  with  all  her  much-vauniod  powers,  had  foiled 
hi  accomplishing.  To  persons  unacquainted  with  the  soldier's  character,  it  may  be  difficult 
to  conjecture  how  this  balmy  comforter  could  be  made  to  find  its  way  to  prisoners  confined  ia 
a  military  guard-house ;  but  the  mystery  lies  in  a  narrow  compass.  Soldiers  love  the  dear 
creature,  therefore  they  are  at  all  times  ready  to  tolerate  the  iodulgeaqe  afforded  by  tippling* 
and  underhandedly  to  render  their  assistance  in  procurhig  the  loved  artido  of  drink*  provided^ 
at  least,  they  are  permitted  to  imbibe  an  honest  share  of  it. 

The  drummer  of  the  guard  was  the  faidividual  who  performed  the  notable  commission  of 
purchasing  pipes,  tobacco,  eov-die-vM^  sugar,  and  a  lemon,  for  the  sailor ;  but  from  prudential 
motives,  well  understood  by  his  Serjeant,  he  brought  these  artides  Into  the  guard«room  at  a 
time  when  one  of  the  corporals  was  absent  with  the  relief  of  sentries,  and  the  other  busily  em- 
ployed assisting  the  Serjeant  in  handcuffing  a  black-hole  prisoner,  who  was  doomed  to  thlf 
extra  punishment  for  having  disturbed  the  ensign  by  the  loudness  of  his  singing. 

The  mysteries  of  guard-keeping  should  be  passed  lightly  over*  therefore  Ishdl  contest 
irvself  by  saying  the  party  enjoyed  themselves  over  their  punch  during  two-thirds  of  tho 
night,  when  the  Corsican*  having  drunk  himself  into  a  comfortable  state  of  inebriation*  forgot 
a!l  his  troubles  hi  sleep,  and  the  sailor*  not  sorry  to  see  his  fiiend  in  this  condition,  wrapped  a 
soldier's  coat  round  him,  then  habited  himself  in  another,  and  extended  his  firame  on  tho 
wooden  stretcher*  to  take  his  night's  repose  near  to  his  fdlow  combatant  As  to  the  seijeant* 
liquor  rarely  affected  him  more  than  by  makmg  bis  nose  assume  a  somewhat  redder  hue*  and 
his  eyes  become  brighter  than  ordinary :  both  which  effects  were  wrought  to  admiration  by 
the  sailor's  exhilarating  mixture. 

Wisely  is  it  orddned  that  excess  of  pleasure  shall  be  the  parent  of  the  opposite  extreme; 
Were  it  otherwise  the  worid  would  abound  with  drunkards  and  gormandizers ;  but  the  go«t» 
headache,  apoplexy,  palsy,  and  some  more  of  the  mementos  of  the  wcakpess  of  the  humaa 
constitution,  have  a  wonderful  great  tendency  to  check  and  prevoat  tfaefo,  aad  some  oth«r 
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steh  inooDiideTite  char aeten,  from  fodnlghig  to  an  exeen  Id  tbeb  propeniltiet^  and  sometioiaft ' 
thty  tarn  jolly  fellowt  into  miUuopt  and  teetataDert. 

Oar  Coraiemn  next  morning,  alter  a  yawn  or  two*  awoke  to  a  thorough  sense  of  hU  woes, 
aggravated  by  a  miserable  liok  headache,  arising  from  the  Aimes  of  the  punch  he  had  so  freely 
partaken  of  overnight.  **  Oh  I  that  I  was  dead^'*  he  was  heard  to  exclaim  in  the  best  manner 
btomntilated  mouth  permitted -of  his  artfenlaUng  the  words,  at  the  same  time  glancing  bit 
eyes  ut  his  rent  giirmcnts,  and  the  whole  of  the  novel  scene  around  him — **  Oh  !  that  I  wat 
dettd,  rather  than  be  exposed  to  all  this  misery." 

Indeed  the  poor  gentleman^  exclamations,  denotire  of  his  sufferings,  were  nuioy  and 
laveatabie,  yet  they  extracted  no  pity  from  the  soldiers,  who  were  busily  employed  furblsiuDg 
tfaalr  wms  and  putting  thef r  accoutrements  In  order,  preparatory  to  the  relief  of  guard ;  tbcve-^ 
fare,  hod  our  prisonera  been  disposed  to  have  faidnlged  themselves  longer  in  sleep,  they  could : 
not  hava  done  so,  ibr  they  were  called  on  to  strip  themselves  of  the  great  coats  Monday  had 
hired  for  the  night,  and  which  their  owners  required,  that  they  might  get  them  rolled  up  and 
atnppod  in  parade  order ;  while  the  morning  was  too  cold  to  permit  of  their  sleeping  without 
tUa  covering. 

On  the  preceding  evening  Monday  had  intrusted  the  drummer  with  a  letter  for  me,  and 
this  noisy  diild  of  Mars,  at  the  time  he  took  the  piece  of  money  meant  os  a  remuneration  for 
the  trouble  he  would  have  in  going  to  the  post-ofBce  with  the  epistle,  most  solemnly  promised 
iQ  e»cnte  the  commission,  and  afterwards  told  his  employer,  with  a  staunch  oath  to  back  his 
HMvance,  that  he  had  done  it ;  consequently  the  sailor,  being  under  the  impression  that  I  - 
sksold  shortly  pay  him  a  visit,  oir  beholding  the  desponding  condition  of  his  companion, 
alnpped  him  on  the  shoulder,  saying,  **  Messmate,  cheer  np,  for  presently  a  Mend  of  mine  will 
ptX  into  port  here,  who,  1*11  warrant,  will  be  an  overmatch  for  our  enemies^  and  get  as  safe- 
OBt  of  iimbo." 

Monday,  like  the  dupes  to  Pitt's  shiking  ftand,  was  egreglously  out  in  his  calculation,  for' 
the  drftmmer,  who  considered  no  promise  binding,  unless  made  to  his  military  superior,  and 
with  whom  assertions  weighed  lightly,  as  they  do  with  most  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer 
sad  diplomatists,  had  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  deposit  the  letter  in  a  post-office,  but  having 
a  sadden  call  for  a  morsel  of  paper  to  light  his  pipe,  he  had  unscrupulouslv  made  use  of  the 
letter. 

«'  Your  friend  is  very  tardy  in  making  his  appearance,**  wu  the  olt-repeated  observation 
made  by  the  unfortunate  Corsican,  till  at  length  came  the  new  guard,  but  no  tidings  of  me. 

**  I  never  passed  a  pleasanter  time  on  guard  than  I  have  now  done,'*  the  sailor  overheard 
the  red  nosed  scrjeant  say  to  his  successor  on  duty ;  "  Pve  been  treiCted  to  as  much  good 
twill  as  I  could  barrel  up  under  my  bcAt ;  and  1*1!  tell  you  what,  comrade,  provided  I  couid  be 
anm  that  the  two  guard-room  prisoners  were  to  remain  here  so  long,  Vd  volunteer,  or  change  - 
e  torn  of  duty,  to  relieve  you  in  the  morning,  and  so  get  another  oleasant  day  of  it 
to-morrow. '* 

The  new  seijeant  felt  quite  enlivened  by  tfie  hint  he  had  received,  and  soon  ax  the  old 
guard  bad  been  marched  oif,  he  harried  to  the  guard-room,  when,  wishing  to  commence  hia 
tarn  of  duty  in  the  pleasant  way  he  anticipated,  he  smilingly  addressed  his  prisoners,  saying, 
**  Cbmrades,  if  *tis  agreeable  to  yon,  I  shall  feel  no  objection  on  mv  nart  to  tsJ^e  a  glass  or  two- 
with  yon,  to  drink  to  oar  better  acquaintance.** 

••  Yaw  r*  ejacalated  the  siek  Cbrdcan,  **  I  wMi  to  my  soul  that  I  was  dead.** 

CoBplahit  excites  contempt,  and  the  seijeant,  on  hearing  the  preceding  apostrophe,  stared 
at  the  disconsolate  prisoner  with  astonishment  depicted  in  Ms  countenance,  till  at  length  he 
ind,  load  enough  to  be  heard  by  those  near  him,  "A  pleasant  guard,  indeed^  with 
a  spoon  of  a  fellow  for  a  companion.* 

**  Yaw,**  again  ejaculated  the  Corsican,  groanbg  aloud,  •*  I  wish  to  my  soul  that  I  van 


**  You  may  be  dead  and  damned  into  the  bargain,  for  what  I  care,**  said  the  seijeant,  un- 
fln^ng  the  pack  from  his  shoulden. 

Monday,  anable  to  contain  himself  longer,  burst  into  a  hearty  fit  of  laughter,  and  soon  as 
he  had  given  vent  to  it,  he  toM  the  Serjeant  that  his  hint  was  by  no  means  a  bad  one,  and 
dcsfMtcbed  the  dramner  awvy  with  money  to  replenish  the  bottle  and  v^o^^t^  %\s«it^  v^^^^ 
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of  polonaii  tansago  and  bread.  To  be  guarded  againit  any  charge  of  a  breaeb  of  military 
dnty,  the  Serjeant  now  took  his  two  corporals  out  of  the^  guard  room,  under  some  qiecioiis 
pretence,  and  thus  afforded  the  drum  boy  an  opportunity  of  bringing  in  unwitnessed  the  €am 
devU;  when,  having  returned,  and  finding  eTerything  prepared  for  the  repast,  the  brave 
•eijeant  seated  himself  at  the  board,  and  filling  his  glass  from  the  bottle  oi  eau  de  vie,  which, 
that  his  soldiers  might  not  by  any  accident  bear  cTideooe  of  its  name  against  him,  he  thought 
fit  to  call  holy-water,  he  said,  "  Comrades,  this  is  now  the  way  to  carry  on  the  war.  TallL 
of  behig  dead,  indeed,  while  a  man  can  drink  lioly*water  and  feast  on  pdonais  sausage.  He 
who  can  do  this,  as  the  saying  goes*  may  live  a|l  the  days  of  his  life ;"  then  having  spoken  thus, 
he  happened  to  perceive  that  the  state  of  the  Coraican's  mouth  prevented  his  eating  with  any 
pleasure  to  himself,  when  musingly  he  added,  that  mercury  was  a  bad  companion  for  the 
mouth,  and  to  judge  from  the  loss  of  his  teeth,  he  supposed  the  poor  gentlmnan  had  taken 
too  much  of  it;  but  then,  he  said,  every  man  had  his  particular  fhncy,  though,  for  his  own 
part,  added  he,  refilling  his  glass  brimming  (hll,  he  loved  to  stick  to  the  bottle. 

In  the  midst  of  his  repast  the  gallant  seijeant  was  disturbed  by  a  message  firom  hfa  oAioer» 
directing  him  to  send  a  corporal  and  four  rank  and  file  as  an  escort  to  convey  our  prisonen 
before  a  certain  magistrate,  and  he  being  a  wary  old  soldier,  was  well  aware  that  military 
orders  cannot  be  too  promptly  complied  with,  and  therefore  merely  drank  off  his  glass  of 
§tmde  vU  and  refilled  it,  which,  by*the-bye,  was  the  fourth  time  of  going  throofh  thai 
ceremony,  beft>re  he  let  his  prisoners  know  what  instructions  he  had  received  regardmg  them. 
«*  A  man  does  well  to  keep  himself  sober  and  have  all  his  wits  about  him  when  summoned 
to  appear  before  a  magistrate,"  observed  the  seijeant,  while  his  prisoners  were  engifed 
brushing  their  dhiy  garments;  ''then,"  resumed  the  considerate  soldier,  alter  some  pans^ 
**  these  civil  magistrates  make  no  sort  of  allowance  for  a  man  being  a  little  firesh  or  so  with 
liquor,  but  they  commit  him  to  prison,  or  squeeze  money  out  of  him  as  a  fine,  for  befaig  a 
rogue  and  a  vagabond,  when  they  would  let  a  sanctified- looking  scoundrel  get  his  discharge^ 
in  return  for  a  teston  or  two,  handed  over  to  the  magistrate's  clerk." 

**  Yaw,'*  ejaculated  the  Corsican,  with  an  attendant  groan,  at  the  same  time  examining  his 
phis  in  a  morsel  of  broken  glass,  which  served  as  part  of  the  shaving  apparatus  of  one  of 
the  corporals. 

*'  Comrades,  I  suppose  you  won't  venture  to  take  any  more  of  the  eau  de  vie,"  said  the 
Serjeant,  grasping  a  tight  hold  of  the  corked  bottle,  when  his  prisoners  were  on  the  eve  of 
beinj^  marched  out  of  the  guard  room. 

**  No,  Serjeant,  it  is  extremely  at  your  service,'*  replied  the  sailor. 

**  You  are  a  gentleman,"  rejoined  the  non-cominissioned  officer.  **  I  hope  you'll  get  well 
out  of  this  scrape.     Bad  luck  to  the  magistrate  if  he  commits  you  for  trial." 

'*  Did  gentlemen  ever  before  suffer  such  an  indignity  as  this,"  muttered  the  Corsican,  at  a 
time  when  the  sailor  and  he  were  being  marched  along  the  public  street,  laughed  and  hooted 
at  by  a  set  of  rabble,  in  consequence  of  their  vagabond-like  appearance. 

"  After  a  gale,  a  gallant  craft  may  be  seen  under  torn  canvass,"  remarked  the  sailor, 
laughing  and  pinning  together  the  doth  of  his  pantaloons,  so  as  to  hide  the  linen  beneath, 
and  make  the  rent  there  less  conspicuous. 

The  distance  to  the  magistrate's  office  was  not  very  considerable,  and  as  Colonel  Hoffle- 
mans  and  the  rest  of  the  witnesses  had  arrived  there  before  them,  our  prisoners  were  not 
long  detained  waiting  before  their  examination  was  commenced  upon;  but  the  witnesses 
against  them  made  it  appear  that  our  heroes  alone  were  in  fault,  and  what  they  themselves 
said  was  totally  discredited,  consequently  the  magistrate's  clerk  whispered  his  worship  that  tha 
evidence  against  the  prisoners  was  conclusive,  and  the  magistrate  accordingly  directed  that 
their  mittimus  should  be  nmde  out.  The  Corsican  endeavoured  t»  remonstrate  against  this 
unjust  decree,  but  the  state  of  his  mouth  prevented  his  being  well  hoard.  However,  this 
signified  little,  as,  had  he  possessed  the  lungs  of  a  Stentor,  and  the  eloquence  of  the  corrupt 
turn-coat  Burke,  the  exertion  of  their  powers  could  have  answered  no  salutary  purpose,  in 
pleading  against  the  enforcement  of  a  sentence  given  to  make  friends  of  the  great.  Monday 
was  sensible  of  this  truth,  therefore  all  he  did  was  to  utter  violent  philippics  against  his 
assailants,  the  soldier  officers,  and  their  patron  prince,  Swarthyburg,  but  this  tended  only  to 
aggravate  the  case,  and  occasion  the  magistrate  to  have  them  carried  away  to  prison. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


*■  Th«  woild  to  ftdl  of  ftnaa*  vto 
Aad  kin  wwoBsasoeedbiglyaB; 


**  He  nw  aanm  fSsllow  captirw,  wbo  i^pwrtd 
To  bo  It»ltano»  m  th^  were  in  Utot ; 
From  Umb  at  loMt  fheor  dMiiny  ke  btici* 
Wkkh  WM  •  nf 


Tbs  prison  to  which  Monday  and  hit  eompankm  in  mitfinrtime  warn  oonveyad,  wu  list  te 
Temote  from  the  magiitrate'i  offioe ;  and  as  the  civil  oflloor  employed  to  take  them  there  peiw 
mitted  hb  prisoners  to  hire  a  coaeh  on  the  oceadoD,  they  were  speedily  housed  in  their  iieir 
plaee  of  faicarceration,  without  having  fgidn  been  exposed  to  the  mortification  attendant  o« 
betag  omrehed  like  Mons  through  the  streets.  The  gad  was  erowded  with  a  rare  motley  set, 
tat  perhaps  there  could  not  have  heen  selected  from  among  the  number  any  other  two,  dfl- 
igored  fai  their  persons  and  habiliments  so  greatly  as  were  our  heroes.  Misery,  however,  emi 
peint  the  finger  of  derision  at  greater  misery,  and  their  IbDow  prisoners,  although  fiunfiiariMd 
to  tfie  sight  of  ragamufllns  of  all  descriptioos,  yet  laughed  and  Indulged  themselves  In  many 
rode  remarks  at  the  appearance  of  their  new  companions.  The  Corsican  not  feeling  pleased 
with  Us  lodgings,  or  the  reception  he  met  with,  frequently  gave  utterance  to  exclamations 
danotlve  of  his  wretchedness,  and  when  jokes  or  inuendees  from  those  about  him  reached  Ms 
mn,  he  involuntarily  ejaculated  his  favourite  word  paw ;  but  Monday,  though  he  could  scarcely 
fttbear  smOing  at  the  deplorable  state  of  his  associate,  bebig  more  accustomed  to  meet 
oioward  reverses  of  fortune,  knew  how  to  philosophise  in  a  prison,  and  could  borrow  a  portion 
<if  Momus*  mirthy  to  dear  aWay  the*  vapours  which  find  their  way  to  the  unwilling  inmates  of 
fnch  places. 

**  Variety,**  now  said  the  sailor,  laughing  and  tapping  the  Corsican  on  the  shoulder,  <*  variety, 
my  friend,  in  all  countries  and  climes  is  most  charming :  the  same  food  every  day  becomes 
Tory  palling  to  the  palate  ;  and,  d*ye  see,  a  perfect  saint  for  a  messmate  would  soon  be  thought 
but  a  lubberly  sort  of  a  companion." 

"  Yaw,  what*s  that  you  say  ?"  ejaculated  the  Corsican,  with  a  vacant  stare  and  his  mouth 
half  open. 

"  Possession,"  humorously  resumed  the  sailor,  "long,  secure  possession,  would  moke  the 
face  of  a  Venus  look  altered  and  unalluring  :  it  would  cause  spots  to  be  seen  on  the  whitest 
skin, — on  a  skin  previously  thought  spotless  ;  and  even  Diana,  with  all  the  much  vaunted  graces 
nf  her  figure,  would,  in  the  eyes  of  a  satiated  swain,  appear  not,  a  jot  better  than  an  old  Indian 
iquaw  or  a  dumpy  woman." 

**  Yaw,**  once  more  ejaculated  the  Corsican,  fixing  his  eyes  on  Monday,  with  his  month 
vrideopen. 

There  was  a  something  irresistibly  ludicrous  in  the  Corsican's  appearance,  wQdly  staring, 
as  he  did,  with  his  mutilated  mouth  stretched  open.  Monday  could  not  command  himseif, 
but  burst  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter,  and  many  of  his  fellow  prisoners  who  beheld  the  sight, 
laughed  as  heartily.  The  Corsican,  on  witnessing  this  display  of  feeling,  looked  angry,  but 
the  sailor,  without  appearing  to  notice  his  discomposure,  provokingly  resumed  his  discourse. 

*'  Yes,"  said  he,  *'  variety  indisputably  is  charming.  Variety  is  to  be  admired  even  in  a 
prison :  for  example,  we  have  companions  of  all  sorts  to-day,  but  yesterday  we  had  only 
slaves  of  soldiers  for  our  messmates.** 

**  Yaw,"  whispered  the  Corsican,  "  we  had  best  say  nought  to  the  disparagement  of  the 
troops,  else  we  shall  get  into  still  more  grievous  trouble/' 

**  I  care  not  a  rope's  end  for  the  lubbers,*'  resumed  the  sailor ;  **  all  1  mean  to  infer  is,  that 
a  seaman  is  better  off,  imprisoned  in  a  common  gaol,  amongst  a  mixture  of  people,  many,  no 
doubt,  jolly,  good-hearted  fellows,  than  shut  up  in  a  guard-room,  with  sol<JUers  only  to  .keep 
them  company." 

**  Yaw,"  muttered  the  Corsican  parasite,  significantly  pladng  a  finger  on  his  mouth.  .Mean- 
while several  of  the  prisoners  were  seen  to  griu  at  Monday^  last  observation* 
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'*  ft  doenft  ngnHy  yftwing  a  man's  speeches***  continued  the  tar,  smiling  and  apparently 
resolved  to  continue  the  subject ;  '*  111  take  on  me  to  warrant  there  are  more  clever  fellows  to 
be  found,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  in  any  gaol  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  world  than 
in  any  regiment ;  for,  d*ye  see,  messmate,  none  save  the  most  booby-hcaded  of  lubbers  would 
make  a  voluntary  slave  of  himself,  to  have  his  back  wiped  down  with  a  cat  *o  nine  tails  for  any 
trifling  offence,  and  be  shot  at,  right  and  left/ibre  and  aft,  and«xposed  to  be  blown  up  by  mines 
-of  gunpowder,  of  the  enemy,  or  abused  worse  than  a  negro  by  Jackanapes  of  officers  placed 
over  him,  and  all  for  what,  let  os  aA  ? — why,  a  few  pence  a  day,  a  little  worsted  to  imitate  silk 
on  his  garments,  and  the  prospect  of  getting  a  bit  of  ribbon,  or  some  trumpery  cross  or  medal, 
hong  out,  sign-like,  on  the  breast  of  his  livery  OOat ;  which,  no 'doubt,  makes  the  mountebank 
•iUttk  himself  a  geDtlemaii  doo  of  no  Uttlo  ooosequenoe.* 

Manyi  of  the  prisoneit  latfghed  at  the  sailor's  ohservatioBS*  and  some  few  cheered  fafni  or 
otherwise  fi^^nified  their  approbatioo  of  hit  deelared  sentimentsi  '*  Uowover,"  riMnMd,lw, 
Mon  as  the  laughter  had  subsided,  '*  although  it  displays  no  sign  of  a  man's  wH  or  taltBt  to 
.onliit  hMMiel^-yot  I  maintain  thara  ate  many  good  fellows  in  the  army,  and  soma  hm  ladi  4f 
t^ent  also ;  for,  d'ye  see,  messssatas*  a  vast  number  are  made  to  take  service  by  the  coaieri|it, 
.lattaatha-Bsilitia  laws ;  wbila  not  a  £iw  gat  themselves  enlisted  when  the  fames  of  greg^  oc  the 
.'j«iee  nf  thegraye,  have  fired  their  bnaias  and  turand  their  understanding  adrift. " 

**  One  would  think,  sir*  that  your  undeiBtandiDg  was  adrift*  aa  yott  eaU  it,'*  whiqieradi  the 
Oaiileaii^  alarmed  at  hit  eompsvioa'a  pertinaoity  in  continaing  to  discourse  in  this  maimer. 

'*U  doesn't  sign^  palavering;"  resumed  Monday,  '*here  we  are,  sure  enough,  in  date 
ttnbO)  with  a  few  oouoea  of  had  bread  and  aa  much  water  as  we  can  swiU  for  ourday'eaUaw- 
•anoa ;  then,  let  me  ask,  what  have-we  to  dread  ?  They  cant  well  do  worse  by  us — iherolMre, 
massflsate,  Ughteo  your  heart  of  its  heavy  cargo,  and  cheer  up;  for  depend  on  it,  altar  fold 
fusather  cones  fohr ;  and  never  fear,  though  we  ride  at  anchor  in  a  foul  berth,  but  that,  whan 
the  wind  shifts^  we  shall  swing  round  to  a  better  station." — **  Swing,*'  muttered'  an  iU-kwUng 
miow,  to  whom  Monday's  technical  terms  were  unintelligible  ;  "  who  the  cUable  is  it  that  talks 
of  swinging.  It  shows  bad  bveedii^s  to  prate  about  what  we  are  all  likely  to  come  to  ?  -  The 
4ropk  as  every  one  knows,  has  been  erected  for  our  accommodation.** 

The  Corsican,  with  fresh  symptoms  of  alarm  in  his  countenance,  stared  at  the  last  speaker 
in  silence ;  but  the  sailor,  after  having  mused  for  a  few  seconds^  exclaimed,  <*  Confound  suoh 
accommodation  I  say."—**  Keep  your  uxigue  to  yourself,  and  provided  yon  have  got  the  need* 
lol,  pay  your  garnish  before  you  preach,'*  rejoined  the  first  speaker. 

**  Right,"  said  the  sailor,  looking  sternly  at  him,  '*  garnish  paid  or  not  paid,  a  wise  head 
holds  a  silent  tongue,  in  eonkpany  such  as  we  have  got  here." 

The  ruffian  who  had  shown  himself  foarful  of  the  gibbet,  and  desirous  of  partioipating  m 
the  garnish  money  expected  from  the  newly  arrived  prisoners,  clenobed  his  tooth  and  grinned 
with  anger  at  Monday's  last  remark,  hue  threatening  mischief  was  now  averted  by  an  degant, 
^ralUdressed  man,  who»  leading  the  sailor  and  his  companion  away  from  the  scene  of  contention, 
thus  addressed  them :-« 

**  Gentlemen,  it  ill  becomes  me,  who  have  been  the  occasion  of  your  present  trouUe,  to 
stand  by  a  passive  spectator,,  and  see  you  insulted  in  your  misfortune.** 

*'  You  are  extremely  courteous  and  pohte,*'  answered  the  sailor,  **  but,  sir,  you  need  not  have 
^ven  yourself  any  concern  about  my  being  insulted  by  yon  lubberly  landsman,  for  depend  od 
it  1  should  treat  him  to  as  good  as  be  brought  However,  1  must  observe  that  I  think  yea  WK 
altogether  wrong  in  your  reckoning,  as  how  can  you  have  been  the  occasion  of  bringhig  me 
into  trouble,  when  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  oast  eyes  on  you  ?** 

*'  Your  conduct,  worthy  sir,  affords  proof  that  a  generous  heart  may  instigate  its  owner  to 
brave  danger  and  despbe  imprisonment  in  ophokUjig  the  character  of  a  perfect  stranger,*' 
replied  he. 

**  Your  speech  ia  a  perfect  riddle  to  me,"  said  tbe  sailor,  looking  fixedly  at  the  stranger, 
^  I've  neither  braved  danger  nor  sufibred  imprisoafflent  on  your  account,  and  he  whcSma  told 
^^a  I  have  done  either,  has  been  speaking  you  under  false  colours.** 

I  can  undeceive  vou  in  a  moment  merely  by  telling  my  name ;  I  am  Viscount  Bhiehfi^  the 
Prnssian,  on  whose  aoanunt  von  have  undergone  everv  indignity,  and  are  now  suflerhif  im* 
prisooment." 
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.^mA  I  doat  taIm  a rapiAi  mmI  whit  INw  Mflbrtdf  ¥o<iiwiwbi»  od  Hm  ivofdolt  MtUiMilor, 
lare^s  my  aeMmitB  ben,  and  a  brave  vmhi  be  it  for  a  Mrflfbt,  tbDngfarjnit  aotr  a  littla  oait 
dHm  in  tpirita,  as  yon  Me«  on  finding  biniMlf  hard  up  In  Itebo  fatre^  wbamlly  dnarvw  wiilgfc 
your  bands,  for  he  upheld  yoar  character  attbe  eipent  ef  bit  •pereoa,  whkdi  fata  baen  battered 
mad  hraiaed  in  the  eoibat  ;  and,  aioreover,  be  deiervee  watt  el  me,  as  be  >dfcl  fall  beat  to  help 
Ma  oot  at  a  dead  lift,  aad  I  shoald  be  false  faearled  not  to  aland  larwatd  and  airasr  tt** 

**  Lai  ns  adjoam,  my  good  friends^"  said  the  Tiaoount,  **  I  ba^  a  small  apaiinient  to  nysel^ 
ad  there  we  shall  be  letirad  and  saore  at  oar  eaae  tfaaa  we  aia  iMra." 

«•  WilUngly,  willingly,  noble  sir,"  repKed  the  sailer.  MaanwkUe,  aa  tbey  walked  away,  tba 
Corslcan's  countenance  brightened  ap  ait  the  prospect  of  bis  faaviaf  Mada  a  rioli»  poweiM> 


"  Sa,  i^r  friend,"  said  the  viseomit  to  tfae  aaSor,  soan  as  the  tfarea  ware  seated  by  m  good 
Arawtthrefresbaseatsoa  a  taUa  belbre  theai,  **Ilia»e  been  givaa  to  andssaCaadit  Isyoor 
opfiiso  tbat  I  ought  to  faaae  laflieted-a  seveae  horsewhipping  on  Maoe  Swaithybaqj^  i» 
addillos  to  the  cihastlseBMBt  I  bestowed  aa  btan.'' 

''Tb  true,  1  did  express  nyself  rather  firaely  aboat  yonr  iMinoar,  bet,  an  thawoid  of  i^ 
iMIghtfbrwBrd  aallar,  I  mesBt  neither  laina  aor  falleetioa'  aay  Tcaarka  lieing'lntsaded  novr 
ti  aiaUmk  fire  to  the  insaHiag  orww  of  affiosra  tfaan  aaytbiofrtalie.'' 

**  The  viscount  laoghed  at  the  tar's  honest  warmth  in  his  behalf  and  having  signiAed  fala 
MBaaof  the  obligation  be  felt  aaderto^hhn,ae«mqaioated  the  aifonsistaaoa  that  eoe  of  tha- 
asvporals  on  goard  where  bis  gaesta  bad 'been  ooaiasd  had,  aome  years  before  been  a  soUlsr 
«ader  hb  command,  in  a  Piiwsisa  eorps,  end  that  this  oian  bad  relatad  Uie  whole  story  to  hit 
awaat,  of  the  quarrel  atthefestaarateai^a,  as  alao  manypartieakia^ooQeming  tiie  prisunesli 
bshavioar  while  they  were  •oooAned  fntlie  gnard-faoaso)  in  nply  towbieh  Mewiay  snqasiaiid 
the  aiaoonat  wHh  his  suspieioneTslative  to  the  letter  he  had  entmstad  to  the  dnuHser,  wfalofay 
haaaid*  conld  not  have  reaohed  Hadeathiation ;  for  that,  profided  it  had,  he  folt  aatisfied  Ur 
friend  and  patron,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  would  ere  tbat  time  have  hononred  Um  with  a 
lUt,  preparatory  to  exeitlog  bis  Inftneaea  topiaoais  bisand  the  Corsloaa  geotleman'k  libera* 
tiesi  from  prison. 

Viseoont  Blucher  now  made  an  oflbr  of  dltpatehlag  his  servant  with  a  letter  or  mossago, 
whieh  Monday  availed  himself  of,  and  instantly  wrote  to  me  by  that  peasoa,  detailing  what 
bad  befoHen  him ;  but  the  man  soon  returned,  aaying  he  had  left  the  letter  at  my  hotel  for  me^ 
as  I  was  absent  in  the  oonntry,  and  in  faot  that  was  the  case,>for  I  had  gone  from  home  ta 
keep  an  appointment  a  few  miles  from  FViranee. 

The  servant  having  stated  what  he  had  to  say,  Monday  addreased  the  ^visooont  as  follows  t 
"  My  lord  he,  who  in  the  same  cruise  has  had  to  beat  five  hundred  leagues  to  windward,  be 
Upe  wy  teeth  of  a  trade  wind,  may  be  supposed  to  carry  agood  ongo  of  patienee  on  baard 
falaaaft.  Besides,  after  all,  it  signifies  littlewhetfaer  amaaisadayor  twomoreor  lessjaasbed 
op  in  limbo,  provided  he  is  accommodated  with  ezeellent  rations,  sodety  and  qnaitera,  aochai, 
tbai^  to  your  lordship,  we  have  found  here.  However,  our  rigging  is  a  little  sbatcersdv  and 
oar  fauHs  are  a  little  battered;  therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  may  gel  safo  into  port  in  a  day 
or  twOb  that  we  may  lie  up  to  npair  and  refit,  after  the  damage  we  have  rseeived.** 

At  the  preceding  hint  for  change  of  raunent,as  he  supposed  it  to  be^  Viscount  Blnoher 
piassiid  BAonday  and  the  Conicaa  to  sdect  dotbes  for  themselves  firom  his  wardrebe,  iasteacl 
of  wearing  the  torn  ones  they  had  on ;  but  the  latter  gentleman  iUd  not  think  proper  to  not 
diffiRently  from  his  oompaaloii,  who,  for  hia  part,  obatioately  refoeed  to  change  his  raiment, 
Mgrfaig  he  had  seen  far  worse  squaBs^than  what  had  brought  bim  into  quarantine  there,  ami 
Ibat  be  didn't  doubt  but  the  wind'woakl  veer  round,  and  be  get  under  sailagain  fai  a  fow 
watohes,  when  his  old  shivered  canvass  would  serve  to  carry  hhn  to  the  port  where  he  kept  hia 
supplies. 

A  good  friend,  a  eheerfbl  fire,  and  chofoe  wine,  are  great  sootbera  of  oars;  and*  combined  toge- 
tiier,inay  make  a  prisoner  happier  in  a  gaol  than  some  spendthrift  prhioes  are  fai  their  sumptaooa 
palaces.  This  would  literally  have  been  the  case  with  the  sailor  and  his  fellow  combatant, 
bad  it  not  been  tbat  their  pevsoDi  ware  eatramely  sore  and  tender  froas  the  bruises  they  had 
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iilftwiM*l(Ms^Mieelh(  yntn  iw*wiHiiH»liiMrtiww?0wirtMmtri  v^m^^jUUbf^tkBdtgtptm^ 
Away  with  tlMm  toltnUy  well,  and  mi  «iie  alglit  snecMdiBt  iU  t^  ihpti^g>thai  en  «  gtiMr 
iBlKttie«»  ipvMd  ovir«  w<mMi  b^drtetd^  wb«i»  la  deftiaaa  «f  thairteaiiti,  Aha  gad  af <daep 
lavoorea  taflm  witD  aaitrt  oi  aBuMfrapcM  rapata* 

After  tbeir^rcakittlt  oait  taolniin|^  tha  visoottniaad  hat  gvaita  a^jaariaiUa  tha  oafit-yaHl 
of  rheh*  iirisoo^  wlicre  Manday  joined  a  party  a^  teawif,  wkdoh  araaplayad  agaiatt  tiM  lolly  ti^ 
that  difMed  tham  ftom  tha  fraa  part  of.tha  towaTt  oaaimnaity;  ^Imi  tha  Cornaaa,  fealiag  lev 
Inetined  than  the  sailor  ta  uaa  violaat  acaroiat*  made  one  at  ahickaa  haunl»  tha  party 'a  oante 
Mof  dealt  to  thani  upoa  an  aid  taiget  fiaed  on  prape  lor  thia  puipeae,  and  round  wfaioh  tha 
tmaioiw  plajwre  laated  thewMalvaa  hoar  thay  hctt^oaidd. 

The  viicount  was  desiroos  of  avoiding  mnch  intimacy  with  strangers  of  a  vary  iwfttjoi 
faah  to  hineetf,  and  tharefora  Ia  daeliaed  playing  atthar  at  ianoais  or  oaRb»  bttl.aatarad 
into  QonTersation  wish. a  sturdy  old  genticmant  who,  it  appeaiad»  was  a  P^>**^t***i  eapt^a  at 
Jnfaalvy.  He  had  ssrrad  battev  than  lorlytyaaia^aad  lost  a  lag,  aa  aye^  aad  anann,  fighti^  for 
tha  Bwperorof  Gerttaay ;  in  return  for  which  ha  hadobtaiaad  tha  gnuitaf  a  SrifliBg  paMte» 
biR  ttMiMrttt'  oftar  be'  had  baao'  bag  snhig  for  it|  and  uafonkunataly,  tha  haaiy  soldier  waa 
new  ■itliWng'impgisowant  for  a^  debt  inennad  fay  bisa  in  laeiaf  certain  waU<4iiowa  aOoial 
dharaoters,  whom  he  imd  tend  it:  aaaeaary  to  brilM  era  lia  «e«ld  gat  bia  hari  aamsd 


The  aaptabv  aMMNigb  ha  waa-poor  as  tha  usher  of  A  parish  aohaol,  and  ignoiant  aa  a  junior 
schoolboy  of  the  pauper  rsoe,  yet  was  apinicnatad,  and  obstinata  as  a  ntnle.  Rendered  proud 
and  fieroe  by  the  rank  ha  held  fai  the  Austrian  senaae»  be  considered  himself  a  personage  of  no 
mall  importance  ;  and,  as  sach,  that  it  would  be  derogatory  to  his  dignity  to  yield  up  bia 
opinion  to>  thai  of  any  living  mortal  whatever ;  consequently,  force  of  anfument  and  supaiiotHy 
of  baowledga^  or  of  talent  whaa  opposed  to  him,  car^d  ao  conviction,  for  this  veteran  and  bia 
opinions,  like  an  aged  tree  and  its  rootsf  were  so  inseparably  united  that  they  could  only  liva 
and  die  together* 

The  viscount,  when  he  first  entered  into  conversation  with  this  crusty  veteran  of  tha  Ana* 
trian  old  school,  bad  no  further  object  in  view  than  that  of  whiling  an  hour  away,  ezpaiienoa 
having  taught  him  that  man  who  have  been  much  more  buffeted  about  the  worid,  whether  by 
sea  or  land,  are  usually  intelligent,  and  raowrkable  for  a  certain  peculiarity  of  character,  wbicb 
renders  their  society  agreeable.  This  veteran,  however,  completely  dlsqipointed  Bhicber*a 
expectations^  as,  besides  the  mulish  obstinacy  shown  by  him,  he  was  garrulously  predsa  hi 
praising  all  the  military  tactics  of  Austria's  old  school,  and  unceremonbusly  abusive  of  tha 
of  Prussia*  which  last  theme  could  not  be  otherwise  than  offensive  to  one  of  ita 


-TIm  viscanat  havbtg  taxed  his  patience  to  the  utmost  to  listen  with  complaisance  to  tlie 
thrice  toM  haroio  deada  of  numerouvAustrian  sokUers,  the  human  butchers  of  their  day,  ever 
ripe  and  ready  for  pOlaga  and  slaughter,  from  the  time  of  the  wily  field-marshal  Louden  and 
the  infomona  Francis  Trenck  down^to  the  days  of  Oenerol  Mack  and  the  renowned  Archduke 
Cbaries,  had  at  length,  but  nearly  at  the  expense  of  a  coat  button,  so  tightly  was  it  held  by 
this  veteran,  to  force  himself  away  from  him,  completely  astounded  and  wearied  by  the  strength 
of  longs  and  unceasingly  provoking  conversation  of  the  white-headed  hero,  and  after  all  he 
foUawad  after  him,  to  renew  the  discourse ;  consequently,  the  marquis,  wishmg  to  avoid  hearing 
mare  of  bis  conversation,  was  under  the  necessity  of  returnuig  to  his  apartment 

.  The  nobleman  had  not  been  long  in  his  chamber  before  Monday  and  the  Corsican  joined 
bbi^  the  former  having  had  his  waistcoat  pockets  jncked  and  his  coat  purioined,  at  the  time  be 
waa  displaying  his  skill  at  teanis,  and  the  latter  gentleman  being  cheated  of  the  few  corns  ha 
paesessed ;  for  sharp  as  he  was  and  eager  to  win  money,  the  rooks  with  whom  he  played 
proved  too  knowing  for  him. 

The  vexation  and  mishaps  they  bad  experienced  at  first  made  the  viscount  and  his  guesta 
indifferent  company  for  each  other ;  yet  after  the  sailor  had  got  accommodated  with  tha  use 
of  a  laced  military  coat,  which  he  selected  from  the  clothes  tendered  for  bis  service,  as  be  said 
for  the  jiovelty  of  the  thing,  lor  that  his  old  comrades  would  not  know  him  aadar  tneb  colours^ 


Um  pm$f  bmiMii  fiwHiirtjiiiuii j, i— mch  ihafc.— ay Mo^ww  bmdiod  •kottf  BtMft. 
thrit,  fiiWBtfai^ f  tJM^^ iutffnBnH<ii>d, aigfc fHmM aria» frogi tha  CIoiiicMt'^ hwiiV  mi 
«IM« tli«n  oMtfiurirat kesfdl to eictiias  *'Oii»-aiy'iBOBayb" 

nis  wn  IkM  iteto  of  MUagB  fMi  tk9  priioMn.  when  towards , night,  «iliUe.tli0]F  wow 
et^oyiog  their  wine,  I  entered  their  apartment.  An  iawrtnntarjr  amile  plagred  nn  JBiy.oowite^ 
ikaaee^  as  I  gianoedr  my  ejFM  at  ny  satter-  seoietary,  is  n  Pnunan  Imasar  ilreflk  Ho  wm 
iotffOdueed  ne  to  Wt  eenpanioni  In  oaptivity ;  and  I,  who  on  receiviaff  Monday's  tetter,  bad 
floated  away  to  my  noble  friend  Ikodiike,  and  got  falm  to  vie  his  interest  with  the  iMrop^ 
aothorities  in  the  behalf  of  my  aeevetary  and  his  fellow  oombatant,  was  to  lar  from  nflbntt^ 
empty  eondoleaee  only,  that  I  had  the  giatlQeaiioo  of  notifying  the  sneeemfiil.  rtfuK  of  mj 
endeavours  in  their  behalf,  by  the  prodootioii  from  my  pocket  of  an  order  lor  their  iliwilu^p 

ftWB  pi'ttOlla 

»  Hana,**  abo«ted  the  eaOof,  liqiptegthe  Oerrfean's  baek,  <«did  laot  «y  the  doani  of 
tUi  gaol  woqM  toea  be  open*ibr  as.** 

fbo  Gorriean,  how^wrert  who  natoraUy  mipaeted  the  visoeant  would  speedily  N  libeMka^ 
and  had  been  made  an  offer  of  behig  taken  into  his  servioe,  now  ngnified  a  4ssiio  of  mauiahc 
wtch  that  nobleman ;  hot  tmlbn  my  secretary  and  I  quitted  the  prison,  I  proienlad  t^ 
Oorsican  wlUi  a  porse  of  daeats,  whioh  had  a  talismanie  effect  in  ^meilng  his  spliits  ami 
brighteafng  vip  bis  oonniflBanoe  i  fanemaeh,  indeed^  was  hb  heart  elevated  by  the  gift,  that  ho 
laughed  aloud  «n  the  sailor^i  saying  to  hhn,  ^  L^gl^n  your  heart,  meismate,  and  try  ia  itofr 
tfaotc  ducats  safli  away  from  the  light-fiagarad  gentry  who  rooked  you  so  cleverly  at  oasdSt** 


CHAPTER   V. 

'*  How  iwe«l  the  moonlirht  seen*  to  tle^, 

dleu' 


la  yon  aanre  oloiuileu  b*d ! 
Ko  nmaa  nard«r  now  «wiik«i» 

To  rear  bic  fearfal  head !  f 

Per  midaighc  repine  haftea  to  eiair 
, , ..  The  glorie*  of  the  akiea : 

And  when  the  living:  aapphiref  bam, 
<  He  tune  him  reead  end  diea."  .^ 

<'  By  Aino^e  tide  I 
htfAj,  I  awear,  aaaaio  ae then 
Kigecc'at  the  love  1  here  avow, 

80  sure  than  blood  of  man  be  shed,  .: 

80  aim  Chat  Uood  he  on  thy  head." 

T&a  morning  following  his  liberation  from  prison,  Monday  accompanied  motniiayfaga  vittt 
to  Viscount  Blacher,  whom  we  found  ready  prepared  to  quit  Florence,  the  order  fbr  hlft 
liberation  having  been  sent  to  the  gaol ;  but  it  was  coupled  with  the'conditlon  tHit  be  Instaatlsr 
quitted  the  Austrian  and  Tuscan  dominions  in  Italy ;  while  so  eager  was  he  to  get  oat  of  the 
power  of  his  vindictive  foe,  that  his  carriage  was  standing  at  the  prison  door,  with  tiie  noble- 
man's luggage  packed  upon  it,  ready  for  departure.  The  scene  was  now  made  divenlBg  by 
Monday's  friend,  the  Corsican,  who,  highly  to  his  own  satisfiustlon,  was  equipped  in  a  new  and 
most  fashioaablo  suit  of  clothes,  with  a  watch  displayed  in  his  fob,  and  a  row  of  betautiftd 
teeth,  set  to  admiration,  in  his  head.  * 

"  Adzooks,"  exclaimed  the  sailor,  as  he  scanned  him  over,  **  the  craftsmen  have  hem 
busily  at  work  with  you,  messmate :  if  it  were  not  for  the  build  of  your  hull,  and  the  cut  of 
your  jib,  an  old  shipmate  would  not  be  able  to  make  you  out  at  a  fair  offing.** 

The  Corsican  laughed  on  hearing  Monday's  salutation,  and  by  doing  so,  made  a  full  eiii* 
oition  of  his  mouth's  new  inmates ;  after  which  the  viscount  remarked  that  his  friend  had  been 
abroad  shopping,  and  no  doubt,  he  added,  it  would  afford  him  pleasure  to  find  that  Ms  par- 
chases  gave  satisfaction  to  his  nautical  friend. 

'*  Yes,"  said  the  Corsican,  *<  t  have  visited  the  streets  here  to  fornith  myself  with  SDme  of 
the  handy  works  of  a  famed  dentist,  as  also  to  fit  myself  with  clothes  and  other  artides  ileces- 
aacy  for  the  comfort  of  man*s  person ;  but  Viscount  Blncher  has  done  more  for  me  than  theso 
characters  united.    To  his  lordship's  kUidness  am  I  faidebted  for  a  Talaabld  goM  repealir» 


IM  THE  mmMimn  jam  vo^wlsnto  iwrart. 

i*n^i  "^  ■"^"t  "^ I  "'^ "-  ff  fn^mtt  giwtff  idTilign  U  im.  Ml  Unh^p  km 

•dmi  anwte  his  pitwnaga,  and  I  tm-om  the  evt  of  dflpvtfaof  whlitiiB  Ibr  fierilB.'' 

<*  A  Arieod  who  has  proved  himself  sachp  ought  not  to  be  forsakeB  when  he  needs  «  ioImr 
flf  serHoe,  and  as  this  gentleoMn  has  ▼ohntaray  fMight  ler,  and  sofRsred  bodOy  isg  ury  la  wp-' 
peitfaig,  my  cfaaraeter,  he  shaU  aocoonpaay  me  to  Beriin,  and  there  I  ihaU  make  it  my  aflair 
10  get  him  provided  with  a  situatioa,  to  make  him  eomlbrtable  In  Ufa,  Captain  Monday* 
Impplly  for  iiinit  requires  not  my  senrloes;  hot,  provided  lie  dki»  it  wonld  delight  me  to  nndcr 
wimi  st&I,  as  a  token  of  gfatefiil  remembranoe  of  his  seal  hi  my  hehalf,  I  mast  Uy  him  to 
Moept  of  thls^**  added  hc!,  prsaentiag  to  my  seeretary  a  handsome  gold  watch* 

«  Thank'ya.  thank'ye^  visoonnt,**  exelidmed  the  sailor;  **  I  am  bad  at  oompHmenti,  ^o  I 
Vigfat  spin  a  kmg  yam  of  thanks ;  howsoever,  tfaas  muoh  I  most  say*  that  although  I  shall 
«ver  esteem  yonr  gift,  I  am  made  happier  by  yonr  promise  of  getting  a  snug  bertii  Cv  agr 
IMSimate  hero,  tinn  I  should  be  at  year  loidshlp's  ghrhig  me  a  box  of  pnsenta.'* 

The  Corsican  now  commenced  a  set  speech,  which  from  Its  fiMrmal^  was  libdy  to  hflitt 
Imb  tadiondy  long,  but  the  sattor  intenwptod  him  by  exdafaning,  **  Avasi»  biother  t  nvast 
Imtifng;  least  said  the  soonest  mended,  aa,  d^e  eee,  there's  no  hoistuig  In  what  haa  hooQ 
Ha  mil  n  overboard ;  and  mayhap  a  man,  In  hie  hurry,  might  cant  a  part  of  his  eargo  oUtfC  a 
yni-hole^  which  It  would  grieve  him  to  aee^jAcked  up  bynn  enemy.** 

^tJsq^taln  Monday  gives  seasonablo  advtee^'^said  the  visoonnts  "  wo  too  frequently  hMtt 
0mm  to  repent  of  speakfaig ;  but  very  rarely  of  keeph^r  our  own  ooonseL  Urn  okl  pnmtlb 
leMvn  to  the  wisdom  of  a  still  tongue  is  aa  true  as  tis  good.'* 

**  Your  caution  is  dictated  by  wisdom,"  replied  the  Corsican ;  **  without  secresy  suoesia  U 
BOt  to  be  looked  for ;  but  the  memory  of  the -heart— gratitude,  shall  forsake  me  oidy  With  my 
last  breath." 

The  party  of  us  now  hastened  out  of  the  prison,  Ike  head  gaoler  respeetfhlly  accompanying 
10,  as  we  surmised,  to  act  the  part  of  a  spy.  A  few  words  were  now  exchanged  by  Monday 
and  me  with  the  pair  on  the  eve  of  starting  on  their  journey ;  alter  which  they  entered  their 
post  carriage,  'and  away  it  went  rattUng  at  great  speed  along  the  streets. 

**  Probably  you  may  feel  somewhat  duU,  now  that  you  have  lost  the  society  of  your  friendly 
l^w-prisoners,"  observed  I,  as  we  walked  towards  our  hotel ;  **  therefore  the  best  thing  yoa 
can  do,  is  to  accompany  me  to  a  dinner  party,  at  which  I  am  engaged,  at  the  mansion  of  a  Ciir 
widow,  who  gives  a  concert  after  her  dinner.** 

**  Willingly,  willingly,  tir,  I  shall  be  proud  to  bear  you  company  anywhere ;  howsoever,  I 
must  be  plain  to  say  that,  although  I  love  a  good  old  English  tune,  I  have  no  ear  ibr  Uie 
lefined  music  practised  at  many  musical  entertainments.  Even  a  boatswain's  pipe  souQds 
PMOter  to  me  than  the  notes  of  an  opera  singer.** 

*  You  are  as  bad,  Monday,  as  a  bag[^per,  who  delights  only  in  the  sounds  extracted  from 
Ida  dranes;  but,  joking  apart,  your  taste  would  not  be  thought  refined  by  the  company  I  shall 
litrodnoe  yon  to." 

"  Depend  on  it,  your  honour,  I  shall  not  promulgate  it  among  them.  They  may  beBevo 
no  to  be  as  much  enamoured  of  the  music,  as  many  who  have  dull  cars  for  such  harmooy 
affMst  to  be  on  these  occasions^  that  they  may  fall  in  with  the  tide  of  fashion." 

The  proper  time  having  arrived,  and  my  secretary  and  I  being  attired  in  the  height  of  the 
fiishion,  we  stepped  into  an  elegant  carriage,  in  which,  by  moonlight,  we  crossed  a  bridge  ovttr 
the  Amo,  and  proceeded  to  a  superbly  elegant  mansion,  beyond  the  suburbs  of  the  capftid. 
Mora  we  were  ushered  into  a  magnificent  apartment,  the  walls  of  which  were  of  wahuoot 
ornamented  by  richly-gilded  pannels,  which  bemg  reflected  from  numerous  mirrors,  that  wore 
illuminated  by  the  wax  lights,  burning  in  oosUy  glass  chandeliers,  gave  the  apartment,  or 
rather  suite  of  apartments,  a  truly  brilliant  appearance.  A  Udy,  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
the  mistrem  of  the  mansion,  received  us  with  marked  attention,  and  on  my  introducing  my 
friend,  she  was  profuse  in  her  civilities  to  him ;  consequently  Monday  had  now  to  undergo  the 
ceremony  of  introduction  to  neariy  a  score  persons  of  high  ftshion. 

The  most  exalted  personages  invited  to  oar  entertainment,  and  these  usually,  to  show  thdr 
caosequenoe,  make  their  appearance  the  las^  having  arrived,  the  dinner  was  announced  ;  at 
iflMi  the  seat  alloltod  me  waa  eft  the  upper  end  of  the  bonr^  next  to  our  fidr  hostess^  while 
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mrOle  <»Aer lUfeof  ne  tat  a 7011II1I11I  NeapoUtan daotw^  whote  nobb  ipottit«  it  appeaMd. 
was  absent  from  his  oooit,  on  a  mtssioD  to  a  oortham  state.  Mooda/s  lot  trss  to  be  seated 
betireen  a  youthfol  lady,  the  wife  of  a  military  officer,  aod  an  elderly  dowager,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  a  baron  of  the  German  empire,  who  had  esgoyed  a  profitaUa  pest  and  sundry  distill 
gaithed  honours  under  th^t  ancient  government. 

A  plain  men,  not  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the  tables  of  the  great,  cannot  feel  otherwto 
iBbmt  at  a  loss  when  he  happens  to  be  at  a  feast  where  almost  every  sort  of  made  dish  that  omi 
be  named  is  on  the  board,  and  where  ladies  of  fiuhion  are  seated  near  him,  to  whom  he  Is 
deareus  of  shoning  himself  complaisant  and  well-bred.     **  Madam,  or  my  Isdj^,  will  yon  persslt 

to  serve  you  to  a  IKtle  of  thisf**  sounds  as  a  stupid  invitation  to  the  ears  of  a  person  coo- 
it  with  the  name  of  the  article  of  food  alluded  to ;  yet  how  is  it  ponble  that  an  aidf- 
lUualf  macquainted  with  the  fiishionable  culinary  art,  and  unaccustomed  to  frequent  taUaa 
whereon  these  delicacies  are  displayed,  can  be  acquainted  with  choice  dishes,  d  raUmumdt, 
A  fapmde,  tiaibt^  or  d  soi^icoit;  indeed,  this  is  not  only  mocslly  impossible,  but  it  Is  also 
lely  unlikely  that  he  should  know  anything  partiodar  regarding  trmfiksf 
sauee,  fowls  d  la  eomdi,  or  even  that  more  oidinary  dish^  denominated  jMlit 

My  secretary,  to  use  his  own  sxpresiion,  was  out  in  his  reckoning  on  every  oooasion 
ki  attempted  to  name  any  one  of  the  flsade  dishes  at  table.  His  question  of '*  Will  yon  ple«0 
to  take  a  little  of  this  soap  ?"  was  invariably  replied  to  by  a  request  to  be  made  aoqnaintafl 
arltii  the  name  of  the  soup;  while,  with  regard  to  the  tn^ffiat  he  was  still  more  unfortuiatB^ 
iv  having  only  imperfectly  heard  tlieir  name  pronounced,  he  mistook  it  for  the  EngUsh  woid 
'^Jkff  and,  to  the  diverrikm  of  the  company,  persisted  in  calling  the  article  of  food  by  tUa 


**  Confound  the  trifles,  and  other  outlandish  dishes,"  repeatedly  Uiought  he,  when  vainly 
'inmling  his  brains  to  recollect  their  proper  names.  **  One  would  imagine,"  lie  told  me  ha 
was  once  on  the  very  eve  of  saying,  **  that  these  messes  had  been  brou^t  here  only  to  ha* 
wflder  a  man.**  However,  though  the  sailor  bestowed  no  benison  on  the  cook  in  return  for 
file  delicacies  of  his  dishing  up,  he  may  be  said  to  have  made  amends  for  his  lack  of  courtesy 
liy  the  hearty  manner  in  which  he  feasted  from  the  choice  things  of  this  scienUfie  man's  pr^ 
lisring :  he  was  also  assiduous  in  his  attention  to  the  wines ;  the  sparkliug  chompagne^  the 
old  bargundy,  and  the  bright  darot,  being  highly  approved,  and  repeatedly  partaken  o4  kf 
ion  of  Neptune. 
That  wine  cheers  the  heart,  enlivens  the  countenance,  and  adds  flippancy  to  the  speech^ 
now  verified  in  its  effects  upon  Monday,  who  laughed  heartily,  joked  freely,  and  nid  as 
abundance  of  pleasant  things  to  the  ladies  seated  near  to  him  ;  but  Uie  youngest  of  these  fur 
enes  being  a  novice  in  high  life,  although  proud,  was  timid  and  shy,  which  occasioned  her  to 
recrive  his  attentions  with  hauteur  and  apparent  indifferonce ;  thereifore  the  sailor's  self-esteem 
being  hurt  by  this  conduct,  he  after  a  time  retaliated  upon  her  by  bestowing  undivided  atten* 
tien  upon  the  dowager  baroness,  who  in  rotum  for  the  compliment  listened  to  his  speeches^ 
aad  laughed  at  his  double  entendres  with  great  seeming  sati^bction. 

An  affair  of  gallantry  is  soon  made  up  in  Florence.  The  antiquated  dowager,  flattered  by 
the  attentions  paid  her  in  public  by  a  handsome  young  British  captain,  made  no  kind  of  difll- 
enlty  in  overlooking  his  igaorance  of  the  names  of  soups  and  dishes  of  eatables  ;  but  this 
lady's  liberality  is  in  no  way  surprising,  when  we  take  into  consideration  that  widows  of  a 
eertain  age,  and  sailors  of  all  ages  from  the  verge  of  manhood  upwards,  are  generally  allowed 
to  possess  no  very  cxtraordioary  delicacy  in  affairs  of  love ;  indeed,  vulgar  report  allows  these 
dmracters  to  be  the  easiest  to  content  of  all  Cupid's  votaries,  and  this  to  an  extreme,  where 
the  widow's  gentle  bosom  begins  to  be  disturbed  with  doubts  as  to  tlie  efficacy  of  her  charms  ; 
as  also  when  the  sailor  entertains  fears  that  spinsters  and  widow  ladies  may  have  grown  scarce 
sinoe  he  departed  on  his  last  cruise ;  in  short,  judging  from  their  conduct  to  each  other,  the 
company,  long  before  it  broke  up,  consider^  this  affair  of  gallantry  between  Monday  aod  the 
baroness  as  having  commenced  under  pronuSing  auspices. 

The  fuh'  mistress  of  the  mansionv  who^  it  must  be  mentioned,  was  the  widow  of  one  of  the 
wealthiest  bankers  m  all  Italy,  wis  still  a  most  lovsly  woman*  mairiafs  ftor  time  having 


144  THX  UMIAlfClST  AMD  MOVBLlflTS  U9EART. 

wiltriiny  iriiiid  hBtktuatf.  Tha  kuker  bad  wedded  tfiii  me  4>ftofiBoeii  trhmi  M  1»,  a 
■Mra  bod,  ead  eeeieeljr  had  the  bad  fitiended  inelf  befon  the  enviaiis  fidei.  jealeue  efUe 
happiiieif,  mmiiiooed  the  men  of  btuineti  to  oloee  bit  efieoinit»  wbea  be  left  bebind  bioi  Me 
«r  tbe  dinet  and  weeltUert  widowe  to  depbm  bit  kMk  , 

Selioa,  for  thit  wae  the  fur  one**  naiae,  while  ahewaa  habitedia  her  wideiv'e  weedt.  iMd 
beeatbefeeatofadiBiralieii,eadaian]rwere  the  ttyatpiraate  after  thie  great  end  love^iniae; 
bat  wbea  the  yeer  ef  her  moaming  had  patted  away,  aad  men  coohl  pretntM  to  eddieee  Ibe 
ebatle  widow  hi  the  eednetivelengnege  of  lote,  open  boetility  towardteeeh  ether  waadeelaced 
by  Maay  of  the  preteadcrt  to  her  aifectiont,  Varioot  dodt  were  fMight  oa  her  eceoim,  and 
«o  nore  than  one  occation  the  weapont  of  war  wen  made  to  weelren  the  ttraam  of  tiii  i  iiiU, 
however,  the  ladyli  heart  wae  aet  to  be  won  by  the  gallantry  of  any  bvare  eavalier,  aad  ^  thii 
they  beoama  to  tatiiied  that,  in  taooeiKon,  her  admirert  retigned  their  bopilaii  pamit  aftar 
the  widow. 

Moeh  to  the  atteaJthweat  of  the  fmbiooable  world,  two  or  tlirea  yeart  ieeted.airy  after 
flelhia  had  got  freed  from  her  importnaate  gaUantt,  daring  which  mere  etdU  end  weaHhr 
fiBtlemaa  efcad  theamelvei  to  liar,  aad  yet  the  blooming  widow  wee  aoi  to  be  wen  ayer  to 
BMuriage*    The  nerenthw  beeot  were  bowSdered  in  oonjeetaring  what  ooohl  be  the  eaMa;o( 

tUa  eitnmdhMfy  aeadofit;  toMdeehmd  it  at  their  opinion  that  the  wet  a  pnidi^wbibatlM^ 
ptaaeaaiid  her  aae<|Hettei  bat  the  female  gottlp%  after  baviag  ftrmed  a  tbeatiad  kOa.^HN 
jajtarea  aad  eoeeetiively  ahandeneH  them  all,  ultimately  came  to  the  iU^iatiiied  eoaelaeian 
4hat  the  hibenred  under  tome  grievoat  bodily  bifiraiity,  of  a  nature  to  prereat  her  eaibaiAdvc 
in  wedlock,  end  tome  prying  damet  mytteriously  pretended  to  know  all  the  pertiaaUri'^.4^r 
naledy*  Bat  efter  the  latter  intklioat  end  fiUte  report  had  got  into  general  etreolation,  the 
ditoovery  wet  made  thai  her  petsion  for  music  abtort>ed  her  entire  thoughtt,  and  thortly  aflet^ 
wards  it  got  bruited  about  that  the  had  declared  to  a  confidant  her  determination  wat  nafir 
to  marry,  aalem  she  thould  meet  with  a  man  she  could  love  in  a  first  rate  muticiaBi  wheA  to 
him  the  would  uneonditiooally  yield  up  her  liberty  and  her  wealth. 

TUt  declaration,  so  flattering  to  gentlemen  musicians,  having  got  spread  abroad,  iupired 
a  crowd  ofiheie  admired  characters  with  the  sweet  hope  of  revelling  in  all  the  ecstatic  dal%btt 
which  happy  love  and  abundant  weelth  can  produce.  Moreover,  all-conquering  time»  though 
with  its  vatt  power  it  cannot  lessen  a  musical  professor's  opinion  of  hit  own  skill,  taught  the 
jBUsical  gentlemen  who  visited  her  that  they  had  no  chance  of  triumphing  over  the  baokar't 
widow,  and  yet,  disappointed  as  they  were,  excellent  dinners,  choice  wines,  and  good  company 
had  the  effect  of  making  them  flock  to  Selina*s  gay  parties. 

The  handsome  and  accomplished  musidens  of  Florence  having  (ailed  in  making  their  tolot 
produce  the  much  wished  for  duet  of  hearts,  musical  gentlemen  on  the  wings  of  hope  came 
flocking  from  surrounding  states,  armed  with  the  sweet  instruments  requisite  for  captivating 
the  female  ear,  if  not  making  a  conquest  of  the  female  heart,  and  still  Selina  oonld  not  be 
moved  to  the  passion  of  love.     She  not  only  admired,  but  she  was  absolutely  captivated  by 
the  sweetly  passionate  airs  and  cantatat  of  many  of  these  imitators  of  Apollo ;  but  whether  it 
was  that  the  performer  was  not  sufficiently  handsome,  or  that  his  music  did  not  come  home 
to  her  feelings,  is  not  to  be  ascertained,  yet  assuredly  her  heart  remained  frozen  to  all  their 
fiery  professions  of  afiWction.  After  a  time,  however,  one  of  her  musical  swains,  a  Polish  noUe- 
Bian,  of  a  diminutive  person  and  mean  appearance,  gained  an  ascendancy  over  the  widow,  but 
be  was  bdebted  for  this  advantage  to  his  extraordinary  fine  tremor  voice,  coupled  with  the 
inimitable  manner  hi  which  he  sung  hit  cantatas,  and  not  to  any  softer  passion  lurking  at 
Selina*s  heart 

Thit  wat  the  state  of  aiTairt  at  the  time  I  became  acquainted  with  the  fair  widow,  but 
there  was  a  something  in  my  person  or  manner  which,  even  at  our  first  meetings  seemed  to 
afibrd  pleasure  to  the  hitherto  fastidious  lady ;  and  though  I  wot  no  musician,  it  soon  became 
evident  that  her  heart  could  no  longer  be  deemed  impregnable,  but  in  all  probability  would  be 
aurrenderad  at  discretion^  should  a  proper  summons  be  sent. 

Soon  as  the  company  had  broke  up  from  our  dinner,  the  concert  wat  commenced,  but  in 
neroy  to  others,  I  shall  not  attempt  an  account  of  the  indescribable  grimaces  and  vocal  noisea 
that  were  made  by  the  several  performers ;  indeed,  I  verily  believe  that  the  distorted  feoaa 
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«Ml  gcfmiitng  toimdfl  teen  And  iitUMd  «t  m  int  nto  oonoort,  witli  LnoMnr^ 

seribed  by  PortSni,  for  an  •ccompmriwwnt,  ooold  not  diftnM  ao  waamioil  penoD  maah  more 

ttai  our  conoert  dktre«ed  my  naaosioal  Moratwf. 

The  baronesi,  who  sat  next  the  maritime  haro^  oeoaaoDafly  diatortad  bar  aoontaMttoe  hy 
jaiaiog  hi  choruases ;  but  Monday,  whoee  mniioal  abiUtiea  eitaoded  no  farther  than  to  anabte 
Urn  to  ring  a  lea  aong,  nefvr  onoe  diifignred  the  Iboe  bountiful  natnra  bad  ghea  bin  by 
atinlnfaig  hia  voiee  and  mouth  in  attempting  to  warble  in  choma  to  the  acreama  ao  inot- 
dtentely  admired  in  iingertoT  the  Italian  ichooL,  «*Ohl  bow  eau|«iritely  ane  ii  thai  Bote," 
tba  BoMe lady  wonki  exclaim,  while  apparently  the  wai  loat  in  raptoroiia daifght,  "it  really 
daptifea  me  almoit  ef  the  power  of  braalbJng*'* 

«*  Why,  as  to  that,  my  UMly,  it  may  be  very  fine  to  those  who  anderstand  it  i  bat,  hi  booeat 
trvtb,  1  am  naable  to  IhthoaB  so  deep,*  was  theaailor^  not  nnfreqaent  reply,  wbaa  the  titled 
lady  Bsade  remariu  to  hhn  of  this  kind. 

Ta  pnMwre  love  we  most  please ;  and  the  baroness,  wfao^  il  vdgbt  bo  ooi^jeetnred»  wonld 
1mm  Mt  shocked  at  the  vBbsbionable  honesty  of  the  aaflor*a  aoawen  to  her*  never  oMo 
evfneed  the  smallest  symptom  of  disapprobation  of  them,  whieh  oan  aleno  be  atlrlbiited  to  tba 
fcaWity  with  which  people  aceommodate  themsdves  to  any  enstonM»  maanara,  language  or 
obatMter,  however  nnoonth,  fai  one  of  the  opposite  sex,  whose  Ihvomble  opinion  tbey  fed 
JaiimiB  of  retafaihig*  This  condescending  dame,  who,  to  enoonragotbo  aaflor  te  biagallaatqr 
tasassda  her,  had  overlooked  his  ignorance  of  the  namea  ef  nmde  dishes  at  their  tables  with 
Hbo  aagneity  was  pleased  to  torn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  unfeshioaablo  remaika  on  mnslo  and  Ha 
paiefesaors,  both  vocal  and  instmmental. 

<•  Yon  will  at  least  admire  the  peHbrmanoe  of  Signer  VioUni,"  rsmariied  the  baroneai^ 
tapping  Monday's  arm  with  her  fan.  Not  a  breath  was  now  heard :  even  the  asthma  of  ag% 
via  smothered,  that  no  interruption  might  arise  to  the  exquisite  harmony. 

■*  What  a  perfonnanoe,**  exclaimed  numerous  voices,  soon  as  the  aound  of  Vldfaii^  Cro- 
mona  fiddle  had  died  away,  after  having  filled  the  company  with  delight.  **  Waa  ever  solo  so 
aingnlarly  beautiful  7  with  what  taste  and  precision  it  has  been  executed :  surely  it  snrpasieth 
aO  the  music  of  the  violin  before  heard  of  or  conceived.* 

These  and  other  such  strong  declarations,  denotive  of  admu«tion  of  VidinTs  soto,  resounded 
f^om  the  tongues  of  the  assembled  dilettanti ;  but  though  the  voice  of  all  proclaimed  hia  nil* 
matebcd  excellence  as  a  musician,  envy,  with  her  myriad  of  stings,  waa  busily  at  work  in  the 
brains  of  many,  with  whom  she  made  thought  act  as  an  antithesis  to  speech. 

**  Selina's  heart  is  lost  for  ever ;  her  person  and  possessions  are  at  your  fnend  the  signer^ 
disposal  whenever  he  chooses  to  ask  for  them,**  said  the  baroness  in  a  half  whisper  to  Monday, 
on  her  observing  the  widow's  eyes  to  be  fixed  on  me.  **  A  more  g^lant  prize  was  never  iaken 
in  tow,  let  whoever  may  carry  her,**  answered  he :  **  howsoever,  baroness,  something  whispers 
aie  thi^  the  signer  is  not  bound  for  the  land  of  matrimony.** 

**  A  beautiful  woman,  with  a  princely  fortune,  is  a  prize  not  to  be  obtaiOed  every  day,*'  ra> 
joined  she ;  then  laughingly  asked,  '*  suppose  now  that  a  large  fortune  and  a  wealthy  lady  should 
feU  in  your  way,  should  you  then  consider  the  voyage  of  matrimony,  as  you  facetiously  term 
wedlock,  a  desirable  one  to  embark  on  ?'* 

"TIs  a  voyage  there  is  no  considering,  or  foreseeing  the  end  of,  nor  yet  telling  what  goods 
may  suit  the  market  when  a  man  gets  lAiug  into  port,  to  lie  wind-bound  there ;  therefore,  my 
lady,  all  I  can  say  to  your  question  Is,  that  should  such  luck  befal  me,  I  would  take  time  to 
reconnoitre  the  coast  and  leafn  the  qualities  of  my  intended  consort;  when  provided  all  was 
'  right  above-board,  and  I  approved  of  her  cargo,  trim,  and  build,  then,  baroness,  d*ye  see,  I 
woukl  not  hesitate  to  man  her,  fiiir  weather  and  foul,  through  the  voyage  of  matrimony,  taking 
an  chances,  whether  it  might  prove  stormy  or  only  breezy,  a  long  or  a  short  one.'* 

The  baroness  now  simpered  and  smiled  like  a  young  spinster,  but  extremely  mai  i  prcpo9 
fat  her,  she  had  only  sufficient  thne  afforded  her  to  say  that  Monday  was  master  of  the  droW 
lery  of  his  profession  berore  she  met  with  an  interruption  in  her  tite^'Ute  conversation  bf 
being  called  upon  to  make  one  in  singing  a  duet. 

The  god  of  love  is  a  jealous  deity.  I  was  happily  seated  between  Selina  and  the  fair  ducheas» 
who  both  of  them  possessed  charms  sufficient  to  captivate  a  bashaw's  heart,  and  doubtless  every 
rival  of  mine  in  the  room  felt  jealous  of  my  good  fortune;  when  the  diminutive  nobleman 
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■MolioMdfer the  esoeUeaee of  Ms  tremor  voiee»  aetiMted  bf  his  ovflffDiai»«iiaMBl'to 
■Bfoveniable  fury  at  wKnenhig  the  Aur  widow**  freedom  of  manner  towardi  me»  and  voder 
the  influence  of  hb  bb'nd  passion,  he  approached  eloM  to  this  iady^  ear,  hi  «  wfaiaperto  tOK 
her  with  fieUenefl  of  condoet  in  listening  to  a  man  who  woi  almost  a  stranger,  when  a  lofor 
weil  worthy  of  her  affeetione  was  present. 

Perfection  te  not  a  hnman  attribute.  The  loivly  duchess  felt  deUghted  at  witnesdng  ^le 
ehecli  given  to  lier  rival  in  the  midst  of  her  gaiety,  and  was  mischievous  enough  to  smile  to 
the  eonpany  in  a  way  strongly  denotive  of  her  feelings ;  but  the  fair  widow,  althoogfa  at  first 
she  was  embarrassed  hy  the  strange  interruption  to  her  disconrse,  speedily  reoovered  her  self- 
command,  when,  turning  to  the  arrogant  musician,  she  asked  hfan  whether  she  most  attribvie 
Us  imperUnenoe  to  inssntty  or  inebriety. 

<*  Madam,"  ntjehMd  "this  noMeaan,  in  a  voice  even  more  tremnlons  than  nsnal,  **  ym 
ladies  know  not  the  value  of  a  lover  until  you  have  lost  hiaiL  You  can  east  substanes  away 
•Ibr  shadow.  A  stranger,  though  he  may  be  of  no  man's  land,  is  now  preferred  by  wilfully 
Mind  beanty  UvanoUeman,  great  by  bhtb,  rich  in  acquhnements,  blest  with  weahh,  and  Mad 
fa  the  emcerlty  of  his  aiibotion.'' 

There  was  a  something  in  the  Pole's  speech  too  cuttfaig  to  her  feelings  for  Selina  to  pass 
It  over  in  sflenoe ;  hot  befa^^  a  lady  of  mu(^  discretion,  she  bridled  her  passioos ;  neverthalsm, 
in  spite  of  the  reflnement  of  edneation,  which  makes  dissimulation  sit  easy  on  a  tlioraogh 
paced  votary  of  fimhion,  the  more  than  ordinary  sparkling  of  her  eyes,  the  convulsed  motion 
•of  her  Hps,  and  the  nervons  sgitadon  of  her  playfhl  fingers,  of  which  she  was  nnooosoions, 
plamly  evinced  that  she  was  agitated  by  feelings  of  anger ;  and  yet,  in  the  hope  of  dls^fnisfaig 
Sbem,  she  spoke  the  following  speech  more  placidly  and  slowly  tlian  it  was  customary  for  her 
to  speak. 

"  If,  my  lord,  you  allude  to  yourself  when  making  yonr  coarse  remarks  on  the  Talne  of  a 
lover,  yonr  vanity  is  extremely  to  be  admired ;  but  if  in  your  comparison  between  shadow  and 
flobstanoo  yon  infer  that  you  are  the  substance,  and  Signer  Winpenny  is  the  shadow,  then 
of  an  mortals  your  vanity  must  be  the  most  hiordinate.  Bring  you,  indeed,  a  iHghtftd  aboru 
tion,  a  mere  apology  for  a  man,  into  comparison  with  the  signer,  who  stands  sis  feet  h%h,  and 
Is  generally  admired  for  symmetry  of  make  and  fineness  of  countenance  1  the  very  idea  is 
preposterous.  High  blood,  rich  acquirements,  and  tried  affection,  attached  to  one  like  yoa, 
ore  laughable  recommendations.  You  are  contemptible  in  my  eyes  t  I  despise  you,  and  deiive 
to  see  you  no  more  at  my  house." 

**  Madam,  when  your  temper  cools,  you  will  regret  the  precipitancy  of  your  conduct," 
vejotned  the  baron  ;  then  addressing  me,  he  said,  '*  you,  signer,  whatever  may  be  yonr  name, 
who  have  occasioned  this  lady  to  act  so  foolishly,  you  shall  be  made  to  repent  of  your  temerity." 

**  Away,  begone ;  go,  Baron  Cantata,  to  strain  your  voice  elsewhere  ;— the  ladies  are  tired 
of  its  squeaking  noise,"  was  all  the  retort  that  I  made  to  the  hero's  threat.  The  little  baroa, 
spluttering  with  rage,  too  great  to  allow  of  his  articulaUng  what  he  wished  to  say,  now 
retired  from  the  apartment  without  even  noticing  the  ladies ;  but,  shortly  after  his  departnre, 
a  noble  friend  of  his  approached  to  whisper  in  my  ear  that  Baron  Warsac  waited  in  an 
adjoining  apartment  to  UJic  satisfaction  for  the  insolence  of  my  behaviour. 

**  He  is  welcome  to  wait,**  rejoined  I,  without  turning  my  head  to  the  noUeman  I  addressed. 
•■  But,  signer,"  said  he,  ^  surely  you  don't  intend  this  reply  should  reach  the  ears  of  my  friend 
the  baron." 

**  I  have  spoken,  sir,  and  I  have  no  more  to  say,"  was  my  adkwer. 
■J_  The  baron*!  friend  wisdy  attempted  no  frurther  altercation,  but  instantly  quitted  tlie 
apartment,  when,  quite  indifferent  to  what  had  passed,  I  turned  to  the  fair  widow,  who  was 
intently  engaged  relating  anecdotes  of  a  certain  songstress^  who  had  that  evening  warbled 
some  sweet  ditties  to  delight  our  company. 

"  Good  character,"  said  the  widow,  for  I  take  her  discourse  np  from  this  time, "  is  oon^- 
dered  a  drawback  upon  a  female's  claims  on  the  public  as  an  actress  or  vocalist ;  yet  I  grant 
that  in  the  other  sex  this  rule  usually  is  reversed.  If  we  inqniro  into  the  charaeteis  of 
actresses  and  shigiog  women  of  olden  times  and  the  present  day,  we  shall  find  that  tho 
depraved  have  met  with  the  greatest  share  of  patronage :  ibr  example,  one  actress  has  been 
linown  to  fill  a  theatre  to  crowding  with  enthusiytic  admirers  whenever  she  was  known  to 
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iMtjaMA  AfiOnil  tlwl  the  migiA  TCfilMt  blm  hyiawaftltlitardap^MidllMi* 

A  tomipt  prati  exIolWd  her  the  higher  flir  morelfly  and  the  viitve  of  dnsthy,  tfll  uhiiMCely^ 

«lbiB  ehe  bad  eanried  depiavity  to  Itt  meet  terrifte  length  by  vCterly  rofaihig  and  briagteg  to 

-madness  a  simple  yonth  who  would  have  married  her,  as  ff  It  was  thereby  inleaded  to  staap 

the  true  spirit  of  the  agc^  she  was  reworded  for  her  heartless  Infhaiy  by  marriage  with  a 


*  A  aeeond  oonrteiaa,  tailed  by  the  name  of  an  aetress,  after  beeoaring  remaritablo  far  her 
^tpiafltj,  engages  a  bam  for  the  stage  to  exhIUt  herself  upon,  and  then  all  the  leading 
thentree  are  forsaken,  that  foshlon  may  show  Its  discrimination  by  sending  Its  Totaries  to  thb 
bcni  vntil  it  be  made  to  overflow.  Meanwhile  the  fascinator  is  ever  bnsy  wKh  her  pahrtt 
aad  patches,  and  every  artifloe,  to  lore  the  yonng  and  ttie  old  faito  her  snarei^  while  such  ara 
ber  eipensive  habits,  that  a  gaol  becomes  the  general  resort  of  her  ill-starred  dupes. 

^  Again,  a  iSdr  siren  of  the  stage  captivates  the  ear  of  a  nobleman,  who,  lancying  himself  Ia 
lovcb  flurries  the  vocalist ;  but  she,  being  incapable  of  estimating  the  advantages  attendant 

00  high  life  under  a  monarchy,  where  the  tolling  crowd  live  for  little  else  than  to  uphold  th» 
nobiltty,  like  Lais  of  Corinth,  prefBrs  a  Ule  of  fireeden  to  nuptial  bondage,  and  therefore  breaks 
the  hyoieneal  tie ;  when,  by  flying  to  the  protection  of  another  man,  she  becomes  a  now 
haroine  to  the  stage  of  spouters,.aiid1ier  voioo  Is  now  deemed  more  barmooious  than  it  waa 
before  her  matrimonial  ySnur  jnm. 

^  Of  these  sort  of  precedents*  famdrsda  might  bo  quoted  i  many  where  the  folly  of  naatil* 
mony  has  been  consummated  between  peers  of  the  realm  and  harlots  of  the  stage,  and  not  a 
few  where  lords  r.nd  wealthy  idiots  have  got  themeelves  Iwdiied  by  fiddlers  and  buflbons,  until 
forced  to  fight  duels  with  them  by  way  of  reiteration  for  insults  olTered  to  their  wives  and 
who  enoawaged,  aooght  for,  and  courted  enoary  liberty;  but  It  is  not  my  otjeet  t» 
insa  the  nserits  of  pubtte  taste,  nor  should  I  have  speelfied  the  eaaet  I  have,  had  it  not 
been  that  I  sought  some  eiplanation  necessary  to  viadloate  my  own  eoaduct  to  ay  frieada 
for  iwvfaig  invited,  or  rather  hired,  the  depraved  character  to  stag  bora  for  their  amusement, 
wteaj  siren  notes  have  given  birth  to  the  present  disooarse.** 

Seikia  had  scarcely  oomuded  the  last  sentenee>  before  Barao  Wsnae^  fton  behind  wj 
chair,  where  he  had  posted  himself  unobserved  by  me^  taxed  mo  wMh  pHsBhmimousaondnet 
jB'lMndng  refused  compliance  with  his  asessage,  to  whloh,  without  altering  my  posHioB  so  as  to 
see  my  adversary,  I  replied,  bysayhig  that  the  baron  would  act  wisely  hi  tslUng  ourfoir  hostess^ 
ktat  before  he  hasorded  an  q>inioii  on  what  osight  bo-gentlfsnanly  coBduot 

Mf  speedi  proved  too  galltng  to  the  petulant  baron,  who,  withoat  allowing  himadf  a 
for  reflection,  sdied  bold  of  my  ear ;  but  ahnost  instantly  after,  as  If  actuated  by  a 
of  his  own  rashnem,  strove,  aa  foot  as  his  diasinutive  legs  oonld  carry  him,  to  naake  off 
from  the  field  of  his  exploit 

The  noble  Pole  bad  roused  the  lion.  1  started  firom  my  seat,  and  hi  a  few  strides  came  up 
svith  his  lordship,  when  seising  hhn  unceremoniously  d  potUriori,  I  hoisted  him  at  arm's  length 
Ift  the  air,  and,  h^ly  to  the  diversion  of  the  company,  bore  the  captive  triumphantly  through 
tba  erowd ;  till  having  oarried  him  Into  an  anti-chamber,  I  suspended  the  nobleman  by  the 
waistband  of  his  pantaloons  on  a  large  hook  projecting  from  the  wall,  and  then  proclaimed 
thai  any  person  who  relieved  him  from  his  position  would  make  an  enemy  of  me ;  which  done^ 

1  retraced  my  steps  to  the  concert  room. 

The  terrified  Pole,  when  left  to  his  own  reflections,  strained  his  tremor  voice  in  singing  a. 
of  a  difiierent  nature  to  those  with  which  bo  was  accustomed  to  deUgbt  his  auditors^ 
though  he  roared  and  screamed  to  obtain  assistance,  exclaiming  that  a  nail  was  pens* 
to  his  back  bone,  which  would  be  the  death  of  him,  still  no  one  ventured  to  incur  my 
by  relieving  him  from  his  perilous  situation. 
Tim  banker's  fair  widow  had  not  yet  forgiven  him  for  his  Insolence  towards  her,  therefore 
rim  folt  ao  compassion  for  the  baron ;  bat  at  length,  when  his  agony  was  algh  causing  him 
ta  folBt,  and  every  person  in  the  house  had  gratified  their  eyes  with  a  sight  of  the  sufferer,  1^ 
at  tiw  lovely  duchess'O  intercessien,  extricated  hhn  frtm  hie  painful  positioo,  when,  setting  tha 
Kttla  Pole  down  on  the  fioor,  I  cautkmed  him  to  be  more  careful  bow  in  fhtare  he  asada  uaa 
ffkfo  tongue  and  his  handii 
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,  Pmtk#>  bitter  jMiaa  precept  .  Ob  e  ibrmnr  occivMoft  we  have  eeen  Jbow/ 
Baron  Warsac  treated  good  advice,  but  now  that  he  trembled  in  the  pretence  of  bia  cpjan* 
selior,  he  made  no  scruple  in  attending  to  hia  recommendation.  Indeed*  without  uttering  « 
single  word  in  reply  to  me>  he  contented  himtelf  with  feeling  over  hii  bruised  baek,  and  thcB» 
Tuefully  glancing  his  eyes  around  the  room»  shuffled  away  ai  fiiit  as  he  was  able. 

After  this  little  exploit,  I  was  looked  upon  as  the  hero  of  the  company,  and  every  lady 
present  became  solicitous  to  engage  me  in  converse ;  but  this  attention,  however  highly  I 
might  prize  it,  evidently  baulked  the  .young  duchess  and  the  fisir  widow  in  their  view^  inas- 
nuch  as  it  prevented  those  ladies  monopolising  my  conversation  to  themselves;,  therefore, 
after  a  time  of  tantalization  to  them,  the  (air  duchess,  rather  than  afTord  an  opportunity  to 
rival  beauties  to  ensnare  the  gallant  she  felt  desirous  of  insuring  the  attentions  of  to  hers^ 
i»l|ed  for  her  carriage*  and  by  this  movement  of  the  leading  parsonage,  broke  up  the 
assembly. 

CHAPTER    VL 

<*  Doubt  BOt  my  ittinff  answer  to  reqoito 
The  wMOUKht  oourtooy  of  mich  a  knight.*' 

"  Tto  adnod  stste  for  luokloM  wighft, 
Wliea  tired  aod  oTercome  in  fight. 
To  apy  fo«t  on  bk  left  and  right. 
And  cloM  behind,  with  all  thchr  Slight, 
Whilo  broatbing  enmity  and  mpite, 
Preatlng  on  hiai  in  tbm  dire  flight ; 
Thoy  veil  n^y  make  bhn  wiah  for  night. 
And  loathe  the  rays  of  solar  lighu" 

Wbili  we  were  ridfaig  home  after  the  oonoert,  Monday  laughingly  remarked  that  tha  little 
Polish  baron,  musical  as  he  was,  had  learnt  some  new  quavera  that  night,  when  cnttiDg 
€apers  in  the  air  for  the  diversion  of  his  mistress. 

"  Few  men,**  said  I,  disregarding  my  secretary's  remark,  "are  Csvoured  as  Captain  Monday 
is  in  his  amours.  His  reception  by  the  ladies  disproves  the  old  saying  relative  to  the  first 
comer  having  the  best  chance  with  them.  My  friend,  like  Csbmt  of  yore,  has  only  to  show 
his  fiice,  and  conquest  awaits  him.*' 

"  Your  honour,  I  find,  is  in  a  jocuUr  vein,"  rejoined  he.  "  Talk  of  my  good  fortune* 
indeed,  in  coming  athwart  of  an  old  hulk,  a  crazy  catamaran,  not  worth  taking  charge  oil*' 

'*  You  are  a  dainty  gentleman,  perhaps  a  little  over-fostidioui,''  observed  I;  "  but  pro- 
bably you  may  not  yet  have  reflected  on  the  circumstance  that  a  life  passed  on  the  ocean, 
through  a  long  and  prosperous  career,  would  not  in  old  age  leave  you  master  of  half  the 
property  that  the  widow  lady  in  question  can  bestow  on  you  by  pronouncing  a  few  words 
at  the  altar  of  Hymen.** 

"  Mayhap  not,  your  honour;  but  then,  what  young  fellow,  able  to  steer  a  free  course  in 
life,  would  willingly  get  grappled  to  such  a ;weather-beatcn  old  craft?  For  my  own  part,  I 
would  rather  pick  oakum  and  eat  junk  in  freedom  than  man  such  a  crazy  frigate;  twoold 
be  comparable  to  going  to  sea  in  a  worn  out  Nore-Iight  vessel,  with  barnacles  three  indies 
deep  sticking  on  her  hull." 

I  laughed  at  the  oddity  of  the  comparison,  and  then  inquired  whether  he  had  yet  mada 
the  discovery  that  money  was  the  sheet-anchor,  as  well  as  the  loadstone,  of  mankind. 

**  Why,  as  to  that,  sir,"  answered  he,  **  I  can't  sny  but  it  is,  and  moreover,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  I  should  have  been  for  running  bump  alongside  the  ricketty  old  girl  and  trying  to  grapple  with 
her  in  the  voyage  of  matrimonial  life,  had  it  not  been  for  the  cantata  she  sung ;  but.  Lord  bleis 
us,  what  sailor,  tight  in  wind  and  limb,  would  lash  himself  to  an  old  siren  who  makes  ugly  laceSt 
and  blows  away  like  any  porpoise,  while  she  is  squalling  bravuras  and  other  such  balderdash 
rounds  ?  No,  no ;  let  me  only  steer  clear  of  ancient  singing  women  and  the  frightful  fooes  they 
make,  and  I  dont  care  a  pinch  of  oakum  with  what  widow  or  lass  I  may  come  to  close  quar» 
ters ;  whether  she  may  be  black,  tawny,  or  white ;  for  Tse  warrant  we  should  make  headwajf 
together,  braving  the  rough  storms  of  life ;  in  short,  any  woman  but  a  songstress  m^htdo  for 
James  Monday.' 

I  Uughed  at  the  tar's  description  of  an  elderly  lady's  appearance  when  she  is  engaged 


tiliilaMiaii  tiM  wdrld  by  her  takots  at  a  Tooallit,  yvt  reflection  Woii^fc  tHiMiah  AmI  dMrlad 
eomtenances  of  even  the  loveliest  feonles  when  they  are  in  th^  act  of  singing,  and  I  conse* 
qioently  fblt  th«re  bad  been  some  troth  conveyed  by  my  friend's  observationi. 

•*  It  doesn't  signify  preaching  more  on  the  subject,"  resnmed  he^  after  a  pause,  *•  bat  if  old 
dowagers  must  sing,  why,  your  honour  may  depend  on  it,  they  should  do  so  behind  a  screen, 
m  then  people  might  listen  to  the  song  without  seeing  the  distorted  oountenanoe  of  the  song* 
itresB ;  indeed  I  think  I  may  stretch  further  on  this  tacli,  and  say  that,  young  or  old,  neither 
man  nor  woman*^  (kce  should  be  seen  fn  the  act  of  singling,  or  playing  upon  a  wind  instrument ; 
ht  d^e  see,  sir,  they  make  baboon  faces  and  always  spoU  the  cut  of  their  Jib»  while  they  ara 
blowing  or  screaming  to  bring  forth  musical  sounds.'* 

*•  The  eccentricity  of  your  opfaiion,"  said  I,  "  will  ensure  my  reoonectlon  of  it  at  all  times 
wben  I  witness  the  performance  of  vocalists,  or  players  upon  wind  instruments.'* 

"  Your  honour  may  take  your  spy-glam  and  quix  them,  but  never  need  fear  putthig  them 
out  df  countenance,  as  depend  on  it,  they  can't  look  uglier  than  they  do  when  blowing  their 
wftid  histmments  or  singing ;  besidest  folks  of  this  character  carry  an  abundant  cargo  of 
aaanrance,  else  they  could  never  muster  reaolutk>n  to  stand  up  making  monkey^like  foces  beforo 
crowds  of  people." 

The  carriage  had  now  arrived  at  the  door  of  our  hotel,  therefore  Monday's  illiberal  remarks 
were  put  an  end  to,  and  we  entered  the  house  to  retbe  to  our  pillows. 

**  Your  honour  was  merry  with  me  on  our  way  home  last  night,"  remarked  the  sailor  at  our 
breakout.  **  A  rich  old  baroness  giving  a  small  matter  of  encooragement  to  a  yonthftil  sailor, 
aeems  to  have  inspired  you  with  feeUnga  of  surprise." 

*'  Not  at  all,  Monday ;  the  thing's  quite  natural ;  I  am  by  no  meant  astonished  at  the  lady't 
conduct ;  but  when  January  weds  May,  interest  must  be  paki  for  the  disparity  of  age."  ' 

**  "Us  all  weQ  what  your  honour  says^  and  provided  the  wind  alwnyt  blew  soft  and  ftiir^ 
mayhap  it  m%ht  be  better  for  a  mariner  to  become  the  husband  of  a  crazy  old  craft,  with  a 
fkb  cargo  on  board,  than  for  him  to  undertake  providing  for  a  spanking  new  vessd,  carrying 
more  sail  than  ballast ;  but  then  d'ye  see,  sir,  the  ancient  vessel  wonid  strain  at  every  puff  of 
wind,  and  so  become  leaky,  and  be  a  constant  trouble  to  her  owner ;  besidet,  she  might  require 
more  manning  than  her  freightage  would  pay  for ;  therefore,  all  points  foirly  overhauled.  If  I 
am  to  saU  with  a  consort  of  my  own  choosbig,  she  shall  be  well  built,  folr  to  look  at,  and  not 
strained  In  her  timbers." 

**  Sodi,  for  example,  as  the  fab*  Sophia  Bramble,"  observed  I,  with  a  smite. 

«*  A  seaman  might  sail  for  and  wide  round  the  globe,  and  east  anchor  in  many  a  port,  beforo 
be  came  athwart  of  a  more  compact  little  frigate  than  the  one  your  honour  alludes  to.  With 
that  lovely  lass  a  man  might  think  himself  lucky  to  swing  in  the  same  hammock  until  Father 
Time  cut  the  suspending  cords,  and  they  foundered  together.** 

**  Bravo  P  exclaimed  1 ;  "you  are  in  the  heroics,  my  friend.  However,  to  the  bold  seaman 
no  vessel  is  too  rich  to  be  boarded,  and  when  boarded,  surely  she  may  be  carried :  favouring 
opportunity  is  all  the  gallant  heart  requires,  and  the  prize  must  be  carried.  But,  Monday. 
should  this  be  the  tack  you  want  to  siul  on,  we  must  watch  for  a  favouring  breeze." 

Here  the  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  a  military  officer,  who  with  due 
'ormality  notified  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  Baron  Warsac,  calling  upon  me  to 
make  a  full  apology  for  my  unwarrantable  condact  on  the  preceding  evening,  or  in  default  of 
doing  this,  to  meet  him  at  the  next  dawn  of  day,  armed  with  a  sword  and  pistols,  and  attended 
by  a  friend,  to  render  the  satisfaction  doe  an  afnsnrieved  nobleman. 

«  He  who  pKzes  life  ought  not  to  be  the  first  to  violate  peace,"  replied  I,  "  it  is  the  baron 
who  should  apologise  to  me :  but  long  stories  impede  business.  I  have  no  more  to  say  than 
that  I  shall  not  foil  meeting  the  baron  at  the  place  and  in  the  way  he  has  requested ;  so,  sir, 
our  buriness  being  over,  I  wish  you  a  good  day." 

The  martial  gentleman  apparently  was  disappointed  at  my  declaration,  for  he  made  an 
attempt  to  prolong  the  conversation  respecting  the  quarrel ;  but  I  stopped  him  in  bis  remarks 
by  repeating  that  I  had  no  more  to  say  on  the  subject,  and  once  more  bid  hhn  a  good  day; 
upon  ^hich  the  officer  made  his  bow  and  departed. 

Punctual  to  my  appoiotmect,  I  was  on  the  ground  bethnes  ia  the  morning  to  reader  satis- 
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tette  to  ^tm  r^Uih  bwQBt  wfaOe  Mondajr^  «viko  m  tht  preotdtogvigliilMdh  ftilfiMtta  ip  i^f 
fword  nd  plftoUt  aocomiMUiied  me  ia  the  otpiMHj  of  atoend. 

«*  'Tts  a  hazy  moniiiig»"  laid  the  taUor,  after  we  had  heea  kepi  waHlafr*  cooling  -war  beeb 
In  the  wet  graat  for  upwaidf  of  a  quarter  ef  ao  bmir ;  ''io,  magrhap  a  ilgnal  viaj  be  waBtini^ 
to  enable  the  enemy  to  make  out  our  etatioa  i  therefore^  yoor  haneun  hero  goes  i  m  firt  off  a 
idstol,  which  1*11  warrant  wOl  bring  him  abreaH  of  ui,  if  eo  be  be  it  withla  beattag  of  the 

ihoL** 

**  Stop,"  cried  I,  catching  hold  of  tlM  cocked  piftol,  Ibr  there  wia  no  time  for  reaMndng^  at 
Monday  with  Hibernian  ppomptitode  waa  snillngbia  aotioQ  to  hb  werdi»  « yon  fiirget  what 
you  are  about :  do  you  with  to  alarm  the  oomiAry  aod  oeileatc^e  poUoe  aroond  ut»  to  prevent 
Uie  duid  taUog  plaoe»  and  thuibring  a  jvfleetion  vpon  the  oharaoter  of  your  princlpai  in  this 
aiEur?" 

«« Odd't  bk>odr  eiclaiaed  the eailor»  **I  neverthoagbt  of  the  natter  in  tMf  Vgfait  how- 
aoever,  be  lie  who  he  maf»  I  thould  doiire  jm  better  apart  than  lo  come  athwart  the  man  that 
^arad  hi  my  prceenca  caat  a  refledieii  on  jonr^baooars  itfil,  on  eeoond  fimnghtti  H  mateaia 
littia  what  I  oaold  da;  an  enemy  might  at  iieU  aspect  to  harm  a  chtnrdi  steeple  by  Mag 
twan  shot  at  it  at  to  injure  your  character  for  courage  by  anything  he  could  hatch  or-faivent 
to  its  disadvaotage.** 

Presently  after  this  disooatae  Uie  Httle  baroD  aad  fals  seeond  made  ^eSr  appeanmee,  wbaa 
Monday,  steppfaig  ftirward  to  the  hitter,  faiqQfared  wMoh  af  them  It  was  diooM  measttfe  the 
gnmnd,  and  whether  the  distaaoeshoaid  ha  sfaLor  eight  paoesi  aawUdiihe  martisS  geaflo- 
man  very  judiciously  turned  hlmtelf  about  to  eoasuH  his  prlaolM  when  their  oenHneaeeied 
to  a  propositioa  that  the  dael  should  be  fought  at  Iw^va  or  foortaen  paces,  as  night  be 
dedded  by  atats^np. 

^'Tis  a  lubberly  distance  this,"*  said  the  sailor,  wliea  he  was  employed  metsaribg  off 
Iburtaeo  paces  after  the  ton  had  taken  place;  ** however,  it  matters  Utde :  Fll  bet  two  to  me 

with  any  nan  that  at  twenty  paces  my  prfamipal  hits  the  ban*Seye^ef  a  flrir^fied  engattwo 
shots  out  of  every  three  that  he  fires  at  It.**  "^ 

"XedKofrfet  'tis  murder  to  light  with  saeh  a  naa,**  fliiitterea  the  baroa,  looting  altflgetfaar 
aghast  at  this  piece  of  infermation. 

«  All's  ready,**  now  eselaimed  the  sailor,  ^  the  geatleBMn  may  as  well  lake  up  tbeh*  grooai 
at  once ;  while,  d'ye  sec,  brother,'*  added  he,  speaking  to  the  other  seoood«  "If  so  be  thsfr 
your  pistols  are  not  so  good  as  oars,  that  all  may  be  right  and  square,  for  I  know  Signer  Win- 
penny  wouldn't  desire  to  take  an  advantage  of  his  enemy,  yon  shall  have  one  of  our  barking 
Irooa,  and  III  warrant  *em  as  pretty  a  pair  as  ever  did  the  woit  of  eieciztioa  ashore  or 
aboard  ship.'* 

The  military  second  declined  profiting  by  the  taitorit  offbr,  taying  he  and  the  baron  vreie 
quite  tatisfied  with  the  pistols  they  had  brought  with  them ;  and  now  the  nobleman,  to  whom 
Monday't  recommendation  of  bis  pistols  teemed  to  aflbrd  no  kind  of  tatitfkction,  sedng  that 
bis  antagonist  had  taken  up  his  position  for  the  combat,  slowly  advanced  to  perform  tl^  %ft 
ceremony,  and  duly  received  a  loaded  pistol  from  his  second. 

On  seeing  the  principal  performers  had  taken  tip  their  ground,  Monday  inquired  wliether 
he  was  to  give  the  preoonctfited  signal  for  firing,  bat  Baron  Warsac,  whose  fury,  or  else  Ut 
fears,  made  him  tremble  violently,  called  aloud  to  the  sailor  not  to  be  in  such  a  tre> 
mendous  hurry,  for  that  there  was  plenty  of  time  before  them  for  the  s^or  and  he  to  kOl 
each  other,  should  they  be  so  blonHy.minded ;  to  which  Monday,  shrugging  np  his  duralder^ 
replied,  *'  Why,  as  to  that,  baron,  a  man  ca&  be  killed  but  obce ;  aad  for  my  own  part,  I  t^jpt, 
when  two  gentlemen  are  met  together  to  settle  a  quarrel,  the  sooner  one  of  them  flfqwitdMig 
the  other's  soul  aloft,  the  better  it  is  for  them  both." 

Monday's  observation  was  intended  to  try  the  baron's  mctCM,  and  assuredly  it  iBd  not 
accord  with  that  nobleman's  sentiments,  for  so  far  was  be  from  declaring  his  approbation,  that 
he  thus  addressed  the  officious  sailor,  but  In  a  voice  nearly  inarticulate. 

**  The  dispute,  sb,  between  Sis:nor  Winpeany  and  me,  needs  not  yottr  interference^  'and  { 
desire  to  hear  no  opinion  of  vours  regarding  it.** 

JToor  lordship  wants  «e  sheer  off  vrith  a  sound  favH,  tha^s  all,"  retorted  Monday, 
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^  PelliM',*  italtoMd  tha  btiWt  ^'b  ifc  btAttfaig  fluch  u  yoa  to  dare  mike  ralgar  remarks 
oa  a  Dobleman  ?** 

*'  Gentlomeo,'*  niMr  laid  I,  addreaiiic^  the  seeondi,  **  why  do  yon  permit  thli  imnecessary 
pgocrattination  of  boaiiieM  ?    I  call  upoo  joa  to  bring  our  afflur  to  a  eonclosioD.** 

*«  Soon  as  I  ha«o  coonted  ten,  I  Aall  let  drop  ray  handkerchief  as  the  signal  for  you  both 
to  fire,**  said  Monday,  pladng  himself  in  a  position  suitable  for  the  pippose." 

<«  Take  up  your  ground,  flpenUeman^  and  look  oat  sharply  for  the  promised  signal,"  said  the 
other  aooond. 

The  Polish  nobleman,  vsfao  maiiifestod  great  uneasiBess,  so  fkr  from  complying  with  the 
kMtractioiis  }wi  gifon,  now  retrograded  some  three  or  four  paces  b  an  oblique  direction,  and 
lilaring  htmseif  in  a  line  with  his  acoond,  ealled  ont  to  me  that  the  qnarrd  was  between  os 
only,  and  for  his  part,  sooner  than  blood'  shoald  be  shed,  he  would  waim  his  intention  of 
reoeiving'isetisfacUon,  and'be  content  4o  shake  hands  with  me  and  make  up  the  bunnesik** 

"lie.  who  prises  Ufe  ought  not  to  bo  forward  in  challenging  others,**  replied  !  ^  '^nerer- 
thdess,  make  me  an  apology,  baron,  and  yoor  temerity  shall  be  looked  over;  you  may  then 
4apari  quietly  in  a  whole  skin.* 

^  It  is  enough,**  replied  he,  making  a  merit  of  neeesaHy  and  coorteonriy  walklog  up  to  me. 
"  I  regret  all  that  has  passed,  and  hereby  own  my  error,  and  make  the  follest  apology  for  the 
aasault  1  committed." 

»  Enoogh,  baron,  I  am  oontent,**  rejoined  L  ' 

We  duettists  now  idieok  hands  with  each  other,  after  which  the  whole  party  walked  over 
several  fields  to  the  high  road,  where  the  horses  and  senrants  were  detahied  waiting ;  but  it  so 
hrpwisd  that  while  wo  were  engaged  talking  on  the  way,  the  baron,  who,  so  for  from  befaiga 
prudent  man  who  says  less  than  he  thinks,  unfortunately  was  a  passionate  man  who  says  more 
tban  thought  or  prudence  would  dictate,  somehow  grossly  insulted  Monday  on  account  of  his 
•oadnot  on  the  field  of  warfore ;  and  that  hero,  who  made  no  sort  of  allowance  for  the 
Aiistoeratic  superiority  of  his  companion,  in  consequence  called  upon  him,  noble  as  he  was,  to 
ratrace  his  steps  to  the  ground  he  had  quitted,  that  he  might  afford  the  tar  personal  satis* 
.for  the  insult  just  given.  The  baron  replied  to  the  challenge  by  telling  the  sailor  ho 
totaDy  unworthy  of  his  notice,  and  therefore,  he  said,  he  had  no  alternative,  but  must 
positivtly  refuse  accepting  his  challenge ;  on  which  Monday  observed  that  he*d  warrant  to 
being  hhn  to  before  he  stretched  far  on  that  tack,  and  then  commenced  whistling  an  old 


Hie  noble  Pole  paid  little  attention  to  my  secretary's  remark,  but  our  horses  being  iki 
readiness,  the  baron  and  I  were  on  the  eve  of  riding  back  together  to  Florence,  and  had  already 
mounted  our  steeds  for  the  purpose,  when  Monday,  suddenly  and  unceremoniously  clapping  a 
piMol  to  the  nobleman's  head,  desired  his  lordship  to  bring  to,  as  he  must  overhaul  his  bill  of 
ladiag.  The  Polish  nobleman's  second  seemed  inclined  to  interfere,  but  I  made  the  obser- 
vation that  my  friend  had  been  insulted  and  refused  honourable  satisfaction,  and  therefore  he 
veas  entitied  to  take  it  in  the  way  he  thought  fit  This  declaration  caused  the  gentleman  to 
Ctiongc  his  tone,  and  when  I  proposed  we  should  ride  home  together,  he  contented  himself  by 
saying,  that  on  reflection  he  must  avow  that  Boron  Warsac  had  no  claims  to  his  support  on 
an  occasion  such  as  the  present,  and  having  said  so  he  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  off  in  my 
company. 

Insolent  boldness  and  base  fear  are  inseparable  companions.  Monday  still  pointing  jl 
fktol  at  the  baron's  head,  so  terrified  him,  that  he  compelled  him  to  dismount,  when  he 
oommanded  the  disconcerted  nobleman  to  strip  off  bis  coat  and  waistcoat,  but  he  showing 
ntactance  to  obey  the  order,  the  sailor  administered  a  few  strokes  of  his  horsewhip  with  no 
little  effect  on  his  person,  upon  which  his  lordship,  after  cutting  a  few  graceless  capers  and 
nailing  in  vain  on  the  groom  who  was  holding  their  horses  to  assist  him,  made  a  merit  of 
BBoessity  by  disrobing  his  august  person  of  the  before-nomed  articles  of  raiment. 

**  There's  no  knovring  what  a  man  may  come  to  in  the  voyage  of  life,  for,  d*ye  see,  I  must 
turn  voict  de  chambre  without  having  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  business,'*  said  the 
•ailor,  snatching  the  nobleman's  coat  and  waistcoat  from  his  hand,  and  turning  them  inside 
out ;  which  being  done,  he  restored  them  to  the  owner,  telling  him  to  re-rig  himself  and  be 
*eady  to  make  sail,  unless  he  wanted  to  have  his  baok  seasoned  to  the  yrUv^ ^^  \sx^^  \ibs&. 
more  handy. 
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The  barao,  diigiifted  with  his  own  coat,  would  lain  have  avflded  wearing  it  in  iti  prennt 
itate,  but  the  tailor's  horsewhip  and  threatening  attitude  inspired  him  with  so  great  a  degree 
of  terror  that  his  disgust  gave  way  to  his  fears,  and  be  dothed  himself  in  the  now  unsightly 
garment,  the  eourteoua  sailor  telling  him  he  was  not  the  only  tum<«oat  in  the  world,  and 
bidding  him  mount  his  charger  and  make  the  beet  of  Hm  way  borne,  unless,  as  be  jocularly 
said,  be  bad  occasion  to  go  Tfslting  first 

While  the  noble  Pole  was  engaged  in  the  peribrmaiioe  of  the  ceremonies  of  his  toilette,  my 
oompanion  and  I  had  made  some  progress  on  our  way  home ;  bnt  shortly  after  Monday's  com* 
pelUng  the  discomfited  hero  to  remount,  our  ean  were  aetounded  by  the  noise  of  horses  on  the 
gaUop,  and  loud  shouts  made  by  the  sailor ;  tfll  pieoently  the  baton  passed  by  us  alftill  speedy 
with  Monday  and  a  groom  gaUopiug  in  bis  rear,  though  without  any  prospect  of  then*  over* 
taking  the  nobleman,  whose  hlgb-mettled  horse,  it  was  now  evident,  had  run  away  with  bhn. 

<*  'Tis  a  noble  craft  that,  she  cuts  along  like  the  wind,"  shouted  this  sailor  wbfle  he  was 
j^amfaig  along  the  road  near  to  me ;  but  so  great  was  the  Telocity  with  which  he  Jouneyed,  that 
no  time  was  aflbrded  me  for  hearing  more  of  his  remarks. 

"Johnny  GUpin  himself  rode  not  more  Airioasly,"  thought  i;  on  seeing  the  baron**  hat 
Uowiag  far  bebiod  bim  alpng  the  higbwi^. 

•',  S&en  dlw»  hasten  pick  up  your  master's  hat,**  called  the  military  gentleman  to  the  baroii*il 
groom* ' 

**  Old  Maieppa,  the  baron's  countryman,  somewhat  like  your  firiend  here,  was  taught  to  ride 
by  an  uncourteous  master,"  said  I,  smiKng,  and  then  putting  spurs  to  my  horse,  added,  *  good 
^ortsmen  ought  to  be  in  at  the  death  ;**  when  away  we  went,  gallopfaig  along  the  read,  natl 
liaving  arrived  at  a  suburb  of  the  town  without  seeing  anything  of  our  advanced  gnard,  wa 
pulled  up  our  horses  and  ent^|«d  at  a  foot  pace. 

After  we  had  rode  along  several  streets  the  military  geatleman  quitted  me,  and  shortly 
after  I  had  reached  home,  Monday  entered,  in  a  very  dhty  condition,  when  laugfafaig,  he  tow 
ne  he  had  frightened  every  bar  of  music  out  of  the  whipper-snapper  baron  s  **  and,"  added  he^ 
**  we  bad  as  merry  a  ride  into  Florence,  as  your  honour  or  any  one  idse  could  desire  to  see. 
The  road  near  to  the  city  was  covered  with  people  who  hurrah'd  us  to  the  top  pitdi  of 
their  voices,' which  well  they  might,  for  the  race  was  a  prime  one,  the  baron  not  being  many 
lengths  a  head  of  me ;  but  then,  your  honour,  d*ye  see,  I  should  never  have  gained  ground  on 
him  as  I  did  after  being  80  far  astern,  had  it  not  been  that  his  horse  by  shying  had  unshipped 
the  little  fellow  from  the  saddle  and  thrown  him  forward  on  his  charger's  neck,  around  whioli 
he  clung  like  a  monkey,  and  thereby  afforded  diversion  to  every  one  that  beheld  him,  rigged 
out  as  he  was  iu  turned  dothes,  with  his  head  uncased  and  his  hair  standing  upright. 

**  After  we  bad  galloped  through  five  or  six  streets,  the  baron's  ill  star  so  ordered  that  we 
came  upon  a  crowd  assembled  about  a  dancing  bear,  and  there  being  no  way  of  stopping  bit 
horse  before  the  people  could  get  themselves  out  of  the  way,  the  urchin  noble  rode  bolt 
against  them,  when  his  steed  fell  to  the  ground,  and  he  himself  was  precipitated  over  the  heads 
of  many  persons  and  fell  upon  the  bear,  whose  dancing  he  spoilt,  for  he  knocked  Bruin  com- 
pletely over. 

**  The  general  confusion  was  now  great,  yet  every  one  tried  to  get  at  a  wide  offing  finom 
the  bear,  who  reared  at  a  tremendous  rate :  but  luckily  he  was  muscled  or  it  would  have 
been  all  over  with  the  baron,  for  Bruhi  no  sooner  had  recovered  his  footing  than  he  seised  his 
assailant  in  his  rude  paws  and  prepared  to  press  him  to  his  breast  in  a  warmer  embrace  than 
lover  ever  contemplated  receiving. 

**  It  would  now  have  been  soon  over  with  the  noble  Polish  baron,  as  his  tremor  voice  had 
already  got  stilled,  but  fortunately  the  pole  of  his  keeper,  by  being  administered  with  power- 
fhl  eflTect  on  the  beast's  carcass,  compelled  Bruin  to  relinquish  his  hold  of  the  little  great 
man,  when  some  kind-hearted  folks  of  the  crowd  having  dragged  him  legs  foremost  to  fiJr 
anchorage  ground,  I  stepped  forward  to  finish  the  job  by  putthig  the  baron  into  an  hackney 
carriage  and  taking  him  to  his  home,  where  I  left  him  in  as  pretty  a  pickle  as  any  lord  need 
to  be." 

•*  Really,  Monday,  you  are  a  pretty  fellow  to  treat  nooillty  in  this  manner,"  remarked  I, 
and  here  the  conversation  terminated. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 


'  H«rtaa|nw  nn  rooad  Hk*  s  ivkMlf  cat 
8ptk«  «ft«r  MMilitr* th««  wm m m^tiiL" 


Or  my  intgrMiiaji  btmt  of  pi«y» 
Are  aimllcs  M  toad  for  tte  dislreM 

Ofladlw  wki «Maoi  ksvo tteir •««  wmyJ 


I  HAD  notlong  retanied  from  the  duel  before  a  letter  was  brouglit  me  eipren  from  the  Duchwi 
ef  Mahredo,  in  which  ihe  stated  an  earnest  desire  to  see  me  fmmediataly  at  her  mansloft  od 
parCienlar  bonness,  and  I  hastened  away  to  meet  the  fair  challenger,  whoUa  <ni  mj  Mii|( 
fatroduced  into  her  drawing  room,  I  ibnnd  seated  on  a  sofa,  habited  In  a  most  eosCly  dress. 

*'0h,  Monsienr  WInpenny,'*  she  anxiously  exclaimed,  '*the  scandalous  worfd  have  baea 
busy  traducing  my  character,  and  I  have  been  impatient  to  see  you  that  I  may  benefit  by  your 
idvfce  t  come,  take  a  seat  on  the  sofa,  while  I  lay  before  you  proofii  of  the  wortd*k  wickecfaMM 
and  my  own  imminent  danger.** 

I  seated  myself  as  directed,  when  the  duchess  handed  me  several  anonymous  letters  "  Sea,^ 
^iU  she,  in  an  impetuous,  agitated  manner,  **  see,  my  dear  WInpenny,  the  perilous  situatfoA  Hi 
fftiteh  I  am  placed ;  and  tell  me,  O  tell  me,  how  to  satisfy  the  world  of  my  innocence.** 

I  perused  the  letters,  three  in  number,  which  were  worded  dUTerently,  but  they  all  breaffiad 
the  same  sentiments.  In  each  the  duchess  was  charged  with  too  great  an  Intbnaoy  with  m% 
and  threatened  with  having  her  conduct  exposed  by  letter  to  her  absent  partner.  **  Madaan^** 
aidd  I,  soon  as  I  had  examined  the  letters,  **  fear  not  the  effects  of  vindictive  threats ;  your 
taocenoe  will  triumph  over  jont  calumniators ;  you  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  tbelir 
aullce ;  the  shield  of  virtue  is  invulnerable  to  base  weapons.** 

'  **  Oh,  dear  signer,  you  see  not  the  extent  of  my  danger :  accused,  and  from  varhmff 
foarters,  of  an  improper  intimacy  with  a  fordgner— pardon  me  for  saying  it  in  your  prestos; 
—the  handsomest  man  In  all  Florence;  what  is  to  become  of  me?  I  shall  be  repudisMv 
abandoned,  and  ruined." 

**  Pardon  me,  your  grace,  but  really  you  allow  your  fears  to  get  the  better  of  your  Jadg« 
■ent.  I  pray  you  quiet  your  groundless  apprehensions  and  re-examine  these  letter^  wKicfaL 
you  win  find  have  all  been  written  by  the  same  hand.  Yes,  I  see  through  it ;  'tis  a  scheme 
•f  some  worthless  person  to  extort  money  from  you.** 

•*  Truly,"  rejoined  her  grace,  after  an  affected  scrutiny  of  the  letters,  "truly  there  appieart 
to  be  grounds  for  your  observation ;  but,  my  dear  signor,  character  once  blown  upon  will 
never  again  be  thought  pure :  it  is  comparable  to  a  ^11  blown  flower,  which  cannot  shrink 
back  into  bad." 

"  Your  character,  fair  lady,**  said  I,  '*  will  not  suffer  from  the  arrows  of  deftunation ;  but 
prudence,  the  irresistible  buckler  of  virtue,  must  remain  your  shield  in  the  duke's  absence. 
Csssar's  wife  must  leave  no  opening  for  suspicion.'* 

"Telemachus  had  not  such  an  adviser  as  thou  art.  The  Fates  have  only  to  spare  your 
fife  to  old  age,  that  you  may  serve  as  a  Mentor  to  teach  prudence  and  the  sister  virtues  to 
young  females,"  laughingly  said  the  duchess. 

'*  May  J  ask  you,  fair  lady,  do  you  recommend  me  to  wait  until  grey  hairs  have  disfigured 
my  head,  and  deep  wrinkles  furrowed  my  brow,  ere  I  attempt  speaking  words  of  prudence  to 
tho  loveliest  part  of  the  creation,  when  such  vouchsafe  to  appeal  to  me  for  counsel  ?*' 

*'  Yes,  my  dear  signor,  such  shall  be  my  recommendation ;  there  are  times  and  seasons  for 
an  things ;  and  believe  me  prudential  advice  breathed  from  lips  such  as  yours  can  only  lead 
to  an  effect  the  reverse  of  that  contemplated  by  you :  it  would  make  giddy  the  previously  sage 
dame.** 

**  If  I  thought  that  honest  advice  would  have  such  an  effect  on  your  grace,  it  would  be  my 
duty  to  fly  your  presence,**  said  I,  rather  gravely. 

How  this  scene  would  have  terminated  had  we  remained  UUpd-itttXDWJSfiLNBW^^X^j^^Ktt^ 
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Utit  to  determine ;  but  at  this  critical  epoch  oar  mutaal  friend,  the  banker's  widow,  was  an- 
nounced, and  on  entering  the  apartment  she  started,  apparently  with  surprise,  at  finding  me 
closeted  with  her  grace ;  when  I,  seeing  the  ladies  were  far  from  being  at  their  ease  together^ 
•oon  made  my  bow  and  retired. 

In  due  time  to  participate  m  the  pleosuiet  of  the  table,  Monday  and  I  made  our  i^ipearaoce 
together  at  the  (air  widow's  mansion.  No  other  company  than  the  antiquated  baroness  had 
been  invited  to  meet  us ;  as  the  cause  of  which,  the  Mr  hostess  declared  that  the  crowd  of 
the  preceding  day  had  fatigued  and  harassed  her  spirits ;  therefore,  she  said,  she  now  sought, 
by  the  sweets  of  conversation  with  two  or  three  ratlottal  fHeqds»  to  sOlace  and  restore  them  to 
their  accustomed  vigour.  The  baroness  professed  herself  to  be  much  of  the  same  way  of 
ihinliing,  observing  that  when  she  was  engaged  In  convene  wift  a  sensible,  entertaining  com* 
pasilnni  time  never  appeared  too  long  with  her ;  but  that  among  a  crowd  of  peoj^c^  iht 
invariably  found  the  very  reverae  was  the  case.  However,  the  sailor,  to  whom  these  reosarkt 
•f  the  Boble  la^y  were^diiefly  addressed,  either  did  not  sufficiently  feel  thehr  Cbfce^  or  else  1m 
himself  mnst  have  been  of  a  different  way  of  thinking  (o  what  she  expressed  henel^  whieSi 
wrm  made  evident  by  his  lukewarm  manner  of  assenting  to  the  baroness's  observathms. 

A  small  select  party  possibly  may  not  be  so  merry  a  meeting  as  is  a  larger  assemblage  ef 
OMipany,  but  then  their  real  enjoyment  is  greatest.  The  saitor,  for  ezampAe^  wae  quite  9t 
home  on  the  present  occasion,  as  be  felt  no  vexation  arise  from  his  ignonmee  of  the  naoMt  oC 
nide  dishes,  but  hnighed  heartily  and  Jolted  freely  with  the  ladies  whenever  his  attention 
mia  diverted  from  the  eaoeUent  cheer  before  hUa.  Jhe  ladies  also  made  themiehmi 
extremely  agreeably  their  behaviour  behig  divested  of  that  oeremonions  etiquette  so  gfloe* 
nUf  feaorCed  loin  polished  society,  but  which,  hidttbitahly«  Isnf  a  tendency  to  mar  Mcfefl 


When  we  a^jenmed  from  the  dinmg  to  the  drawing-room,  the  saikr*e-lal  was  to  be  »nM 
ei«'8ettee  next  to  the  baroness^  and  beiag  exhilarated  from  the  effeete  of  wine,  and  Mpmpk 
titoaertiftcatfaBef  aeelag  his  gentle  compamoo'  distort  her  eountenanoe-  by  the 
attendant  on  Italian  singing,  he  began  to  form  a  more  iavonrable  opinioa  ef  the  lady 
wlyit  he  had  heretofore  entertained.  For  my  pait,  sealed  as  I  was  on  another  setteeb  with 
thehanker^  lovely  widow  as  my  companion,  I  had  either  to  answer,  er  waive  replying  1% 
SHMNos  artlul  interrogatories  pat  by  this  fair  one.  She  was  extremely  Inquisitive  regarding 
the  dnchess ;  but  although  she  threw  out  numerous  hints,  and  freely  deehoed  her  sespicioat 
lehtive  to  that  noble  1ady%  entertaining  a  partiality  for  me,  yet  from  my  lips  she  oonld  extract 
SO  Mirmatlon,  but  meraly  heard  a  repetition  of  that  which  I  had  previensly  said;  wheo^ 
kenever,  the  cunning  widow  positively  found  she  could  glean  nothing  of  a  satisfectory  naluie^ 
to  hdp  gratify  her  ardent  curiosity,  she  gradually  changed  the  sutyeot  of  conversation»  mitt 
Ae  hrong^  it  upon  the  subject  nearest  her  heart. 

«  After  all  has  been  said,  mydear  signer,*'  now  observed  the  fiidrividow,  heaving  « low  s^hy 
and  looking  most  tenderiy,  ''there  is  nothing  In  this  life  comparable  to  happy  marriage. 
IfHiat,  for  example,  Is  wealth  to  a  single  woman  more  than  an  endless  source  of  care?  Ift 
exposes  her  to  all  the  InsidioMs  arts  of  the  fertune-henting  adventurer,  to  the  chtoanery  of 
the  hiw.  and  to  gross  impositioes  of  every  denomination ;  in  short,  saeh  are  the  snares  laid 
ftnr  them,  that  the  wealthy  spinster  and  the  well«endowed  widow  need  possem  the  eyes  ef  CD 
ia^nu  to  watch  over  and  provide  for  their  own  safety." 

'    *  Generally  speaking,  my  fair  friend,**  answered  I,  "  yonr  observations  convsgr  no 
portion  of  truth ;  nevertheless,  madam,  there  are  to  be  Ibnnd  many  single  ladiea  who 
asanege  their  worldly  aHairs  quite  as  prudently  as  the  safest  ef  men,  wliile  of  theee^  permit 
no  to  add  that  the  Phosnix  is  now  before  me." 

**  And  to  even  the  sage  Signer  Whipeany  can  stoop  to  be  a  flatterer,"  said  the  vidovrt 
nsittngly ;  **  would,  however,"  added  she  in  a  whisper,  "*  thsft  he  would  take  the  berdsa  ihmi 
weak  shoulders,  and  i^oe  it  on  those  of  the  strong.  Wenld  that  he  wonld  ease  me  ef  my 
loed,  and  thns  make  me  the  happiest  of  women. 

**  If,  my  dear  madam,**  said  I,  after  bowing  thanks  for  her  compliment,  **  if  your  riches  are  e 
burden  to  yen,  there  are  many  ways  of  benefiting  the  community  by  thefr  distribution— for 
example,  contributing  money  to  charitable  asyhims  ibr  orphans,  the  bUnd,  the  dea^  thedumb^ 
the  poor,  and  tito  helpless." 
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^  Would  Sdnor  WiDiMimy  have  me  re^gn  nynoBejr  up  to  the  merey  of  r^iacsioiit  goyep- 
norg,  treataren,  trustees,  and  stewards  of  these  charities— to  men  who^  in  many  instances^ 
tliamselves  contribute  nothing  towards  their  support*  but  who,  most  of  them,  ilouiUi  ia 
.their  private  aflbirs,  after  they  obtain  office  under  these  iastitutioos?  " 

^  I  admire  your  sagacity,  madam :  the  greatest  rogues  are  usually  sanctified  feHowik  wito 
chatter  about  diyiue  aid  and  divine  providence  while  they  are  committing  their  inflonous  robberlei^ 
and  such  it  often  is  who  worm  or  preach  themselvea  into  the  management  of  charitable  Amds  ; 
hooeft  men  seek  not  the  office ;  they  wouldfeel  compunctions  of  Qoosoienoe  arise  to  disturb 
their  digestion,  when  enriching  themselves  by  saUiies  and  perquisites  extracted  from  tho 
Ihnds  gathered  for  the  orphan,  the  decrepid,  and  the  blind;  nor  could  men  whose  hearts  bad 
a  aparfc  of  honesty  or  charity  unquenched  in  them  for  an  instant  tolerate  the  tricka  resorted 
to  for  wasting  money  intrusted  to  theh*  stewardship  in  unnecessary  bu0dings  and  repaint 
from  which  they  thoaselves  reap  a  share,  nor  allow  tradesmen  to  give  short  weight  jaad 
measure,  and  act  nefariously  in  their  charges,  that  they  may  pay  these  unworthy  servants  Ml' 
pet  oenta^e  as  hush  money  to  wink  at  and  paw  over  their  viUany." 

**  Experience,,  my  dear  signer,  of  which,  young  as  you  are,  you  have  attained  a  princelf 
ahare,  has  taught  me  that  charity  should  be  her  own  ahnoner,  as  who  can  be  trusted  when 
nligion  itself  is  made  to  cloak  over  robbery,  and  when  public  meetiugs  are  got  up  Iv 
ftandnfent  ends?** 

**  Yes^  my  dear  madam,**  observed  I,  **  you  are  quite  correct  in  your  observations ;  andt 
Mieve  me,  the  most  pious  in  profession  are  generally  the  most  profligate  in  practice.  ConJd 
you  imagine  that  there  are  bishops  in  the  world  who,  while  th^  pretend  to  follow  in  the  steps 
of  the  fisherman  apostle^  compel  people  to  pay  fees  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  to  the  oovetOQg 
priait  of  the  parish  wherein  they  died,  although  they  have  to  be  buried  elsewhere,  and  fbe  tlm. 
fival  parson  ?  But  these  time>«erving  bishops  are  so  extremely  mercenary  that  they  will  not 
•voa  eonaecrate  a  place  of  worship  unless  for  a  fee  of  about  six  thousand  ducats  ;  howeveiv 
for  my  part,  I  value  the  Indian  mode  of  consecration  with  cow-dung  at  as  high  a  rate  as  that 
of  tiiese  priestly  worshippers  of  mammon.'* 

*  Where  you  attafaied  it  I  know  not,"  said  the  smiling  widow;  *<but  I  well  know  you  havt 
aitnogB  oi^nkmof  tho  goodaen  of  a  certain  priesthood.  However,  as  to  charitable  instita. 
tfaoi^  does  not  Bochefoncault  say,  they  would  not  be  carried  so  for  unlem  pride  kept  oompanj 
with  eharity?  But,  my  friend,**  added  she,  **are  we  not  wandering  from  our  subtject,  and,  like 
tim  dmdiesa  of  your  acquaintance,  becoming  somewhat  inconsistent  ?  " 

^  tt  fo  the  abuse  of  charity— a  subject  which  would  warm  an  anchorite— has  led  our  tongues 
folo  thfo  labyrinth ;  but,  dear  madam,  unless  my  memory  is  unusually  treacherous,  we  were! 
dherniming  upon  the  best  mode  of  easing  you  of  a  part  of  your  golden  burden.*' 

"  Yes,  dear  signer,  you  are  right,  that  was  the  subject  of  our  oonversatlon ;  still  you  mis* 
vaderstand  me ;  I  feel  no  sort  of  desire  to  cast  away  my  wealth,  burdensome  as  it  is ;  all  I 
oovet  fo  anaffiictionate  companion,  one  who,  through  life,  would  direet  a  fieeble  woman  how 
beet  to  conduct  herself  and  take  on  himself  the  management  of  her  possessions.** 

**  Tour  desire,  madam,  is  no  longer  to  be  misunderstood.  You  feel  inclined  to  enter  into 
the  tie  of  wedlock ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  suitors  for  your  hand  are  numerous,  you  have  ample 
•oope  afforded  you  for  pleasing  yourself  in  the  selection  of  a  husband.** 

*'  There  is  only  one  man  on  earth  I  could  be  happy  with,  and  that  individual  is  wilfully 
hind  to  my  fovourable  qpinion  of  him,**  said  the  foir  widow,  fixing  her  eyes  intently 
on  me. 

"  Are  you  quite  sure  you  are  correct  ia  the  ooinion  yon  have  formed  of  this  person?** 
•iked  I. 

**  If  you  doubt  the  accuracy  of  my  judgment,  you  shall  decide  the  question  yourself,"  said 
tiie  widow,  bUishiog,  and,  after  a  little  hesitation,  adding,  **to  use  scriptural  language,  as 
Nathan  said  unto  David,  *  Thou  art  the  man.'  ** 

The  whole  of  the  conversation  just  related  had  been  carried  on  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  and 
idtfaerto  free  from  ioterruptioo,  a  circumstance  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  baroness  and 
Monday  having  been  equally  intent  on  their  Uu-d-iSu  conversation ;  but  justas  I  was  about 
to  reply  to  the  fair  widow's  puzzling  observation,  the  sailor  appealed  to  me  respecting  the 
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*ooreoC]ieii  of  tone  infonnAtion  he  had  been  stating  to  the  bnrottei%  ind  bj  doing  to  aOMed 
flM  an  opportunity  for  e^adhig  making  a  reply  to  Selina*!  qoettlon. 

Hie  Ihir  widovr  evidently  felt  nettled  at  the  ill-timed  intermpUon  to  her  dlicourae,  and  fio 
doubt  wifhed  the  tailor  had  been  elsewhere  on  his  travels,  but  pride  and  delicacy  forisado  oC 
her  resuming  the  subject  of  the  discourse  again  that  night,  and  1  cautiously  forbore  tonchiqg 
en  the  tender  theme. 

'  For  the  reasons  now  specified,  our  party  passed  over  without  any  ^datrcusemsnl  laUng 
]ilace;  but  the  lovely  vHdow  was  so  much  disconcerted  at  what  had  passed,  that  when  I 
took  leave  of  her  for  the  night,  formality  and  constrain^  ^*^t^  very  discernible  in  her  manner 
towards  me« 

On  our  way  home,  the  sailor  hazarded  a  few  jokes  regarding,  as  he  termed  tne  oaroneOt 
the  crazy  old  craft  he  had  kept  company  with  Uuit  evening ;  but  finding  me  thonghtful  and 
inattentive  to  hit  observations,  he  became  silent ;  while,  for  my  part,  I  uttered  not  a  syllabio 
concerning  dther  of  the  fair  ladies  whom  we  had  just  quitted. 

Philosophers  cannot  deny  that  there  is  much  seeming  Inconsistency  even  In  wisdom. 
For  example,  the  wisest  man  attends  much  more  readily  to  the  commands  of  a  lovely  young 
ivoman  than  to  those  of  a  more  mature-aged  lady,  even  though  the  eldest  fiur  one  should  poasets 
the  largest  share  of  wisdom;  but  perhaps  some  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  tUs 
apparent  inconsistency  to  the  masculine  strength  of  wisdom,  which  emboldens  it  to  ezpota 
itself  unnecessarily,  purposely  that  it  may  shine  the  more  triumphant,  and  owe  its  victoiy 
iolaly  to  Its  own  powers. 

I  had  no  sooner  breokfosted,  the  morning  after  our  dinner  party,  than,  in  consequence 
of  a  biUei-dovx  from  the  duchess,  I  posted  away  to  her,  when  I  was  received  by  her  graoo 
for  more  affectionately  than  fastidious  dames,  who  judge  of  everything  from  outward 
appearance,  would  deem  becoming  in  any  lady,  save  a  wedded  one,  to  receive  her  husband. 
The  less  ceremony  the  more  welcome  is  a  hackneyed  observation  in  life,  and  I  had  not  been 
long  seated  on  her  sofa  before  the  duchess  busied  herself  in  the  task  of  bringing  anew  to  my 
ear  the  old  proofs  of  her  danger  and  the  world's  wickedness ;  but  the  demon  of  rotschlef 
bovered  near,  and  she  had  not  proceeded  far  in  her  story  ere,  without  any  announcement 
of  her  arrival,  Selina  suddenly  entered  the  apartment,  and  on  beholding  the  duchess  and  me 
seated  together  on  the  same  sofo,  upraised  both  her  hands,  exclaiming,  **  Good  heavent  I 
what  is  this  I  see  ?    Here  is  a  Haiion  which  shall  no  longer  be  kept  a  secret." 

There  is  a  point  of  oflbncc  at  which  even  modesty  grows  bold,  and,  casting  aside  her 
imperial  robes,  steps  forward  to  defy  the  defier.|  Highly  irritated  as  she  was  at  this  second 
rude  interruption  by  the  widow,  none  acquainted  with  human  nature  can  deem  it  surprising 
to  learn  that  the  lovely  ducheu's  courage  had  now  reached  that  climax.  Rising  majestically 
from  the  sofa,  **  Madame,**  said'  she,  <*  your  intrusions  upon  me  arc  altogether  unpardonable, 
and  must  be  the  result  of  design.** 

>  By  her  countenance  I  saw  Jthat  a  storm  was  now  brooding  in  Sclina's  bosom,  and,  wishing 
to  avert  it  in  its  progress.  I  hastOy  said,  **  Fair  ladies,  let  mine  be  the  pleasing  task  to  mediate 
between  you.  Perfection  is  not  a  human  attribute ;  we  have  all  our  weaknesses,  but  it  behoves 
us  not  to  expose  the  trivial  follies  of  each  other.  Let  charity  be  the  companion  of  lovelinesa 
—division,  my  charming  friends,  destroys  power^you  have  hitherto  been  dear  to  each  other, 
pr^ythee  continue  so,  and  live  happily.** 

**  The  advice  of  a  philosopher,  although  he  may  be  of  the  school  of  Epicurus,  shall  not  be 
thrown  away  upon  me,*'  said  the  satiric  widow. 

"  Madam,  I  have  spoken  hastily,  and  freely  do  I  confess  my  error,**  said  the  now  politic 
duchess ;  then  adding,  "  Selina,  let  us  both  drink  from  the  cup  of  Lethe,  and  remain  faithfU 
firicnds." 

**  My  visit  of  this  morning  was  intended  merely  as  a  call  en  pastant.  to  inquire  concerning 
the  health  of  my  dear  duchess,  and  this  being  accomplbhed,  I  shall  take  my  departure  ; 
however,  I  must  avow  that  my  unexpected  meeting  with  Signer  Winpenny  here  is  «  lucky 
event,  as  I  have  something  of  moment  to  communicate  to  him,  and  therefore  I  must  beg  of 
him  to  accompany  me  home  in  my  carriage  ;**  then  smiling  sigpnificantly  at  the  duchess,  she 
added,  "for  opportunity,  as  your  grace  knows,  is  everything  with  us  women.** 
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Toi  pUy  iht  tmfd»  of  Mgh  Hfe  with  m  fiilr  pretpcet  of  socceNt  ptrlMpt  deopor'ooniiktg  and 
tamae  it  requiiito  than  what  penont  in  rabordinate  ttatioos  havo  oeiaufen  to  retort  to  la 
iMr  ordinary  tnoiaotiont ;  and  therebj  hoping^  to  sootho  the  widow's  mind,  to  that  the  might 
be  detorrod  from  injuring  the  lovely  duchess  in  the  ettimttion  of  otliert,  I  veadily  eontented  t» 
baoooM  taer  cqoettrian  eompanion ;  while  iicr  grace,  thongfi  inwardly  bnminif  with  vexation 
and  vindictlvo  feelings  towardt  the  widow,  on  bidding  her  guests  good  morning,  said  sho 
withod  us  a  delightfnl  ride,  and  hoped  her  dear  friend  Sclina  would  profit  by  opportunity, 
afawn  experience  had  made  her' to  well  acquainted  with  itt  use. 

Selina'b  carriage  had  scarcely  borne  us  iVom  the  door  of  the  ducal  hotel,  befbre  the- jealeot 
widow  reproached  me  with  the  crime  of  entertaining  a  partiality  for  a  married  woman,  and 
upon  my  requesting  her  to  recal  the  ungenerous  accusation,  she  not  only  refused,  but  strenu* 
OQlly  insisted  on  the  justness  of  her  charge,  and  in  support  of  her  assertion  provokingly 
adduced  the  circumstance  of  my  having  paid  my  first  visit  olf  that  morning  to  her  rival  the 
duchess. 

An  angry  woman  can  give  free  licence  to  her  tongue,  and  Selina  now  indulged  herself  in 
tefUBons  remarks  upon  the  duchess's  character  and  fiedlings,  and  likewise  on  the  p€nckant  of 
biofaiHors  for  married  women ;  but  when  these  ebullitions  of  jealous  feolings  subsided,  -she 
wjdi  no  littlo  tact  returned  to  the  subject  nearest  her  heart,  and  artfhlly,  though  by  gradual 
brought  the  discourse  back  to  the  point  at  which  it  hod  met  with  intermption  trom  the 


:  "  The  affectation  of  ignorance  serves  admirably  well  for  eliciting  treasured  secrets  frens 
another,**  observed  the  widow ;  then  after  a  sigh  or  two,  added,  **  and  as  designing  chamoters 
iMoally  arc  both  reserved  and  inquisitive,  I  presume  it  Ir  to  possessing  these  qualities  that 
phOpsophcrs  stand  indebted  for  a  portion  of  their  fame ;  but,  to  illustrate  what  I  am  saying, 
1  must  eall  to  your  mind  the  ambiguity  of  your  replies  to  my  candid  communications  at  our 
last  dinner,  and  remind  you  that  ray  last  question,  the  same  as  the  memorable  one  of  the 
praphet  to  King  David,  remains  unanswered.  Now,  my  dear  signer,  pr'ythoe  at  once  ease  my 
mhid  ;  tell  me  explicitly,  and  without  circumlocution,  arc  you  willing  to  relieve  me  of  the 
burden  of  wealth  and  the  cares  of  celibacy,  by  taking  mo  for  better  or  worse  as  your  partner 
in  joomejing  through  this  vale  of  happiness,  if  it  be  traversed  in  your  company  $  but  other- 
wise to  me — ^what  many  of  the  world  pronoimce  it  to  be — a  vale  of  misery." 

"  An  honest  question  demands  a  candid  reply,  and  the  offer  you  make  me  of  riches  and  feli* 
dty  merits  my  warmest  gratitude ;  circumstances,  however,  not  now  to  be  explained,  render 
it  Improper  that  I  should  benefit  by  your  partiality  for  one  so  undeserving  of  it ;  therefore, 
ny  dear  madam,  in  denying  myself  the  happiness  you  would  bestow,  I  can  only  add  that  I 
am  to  be  pitied,  as  being  a  victim  to  the  stem  necessity  which  imposes  so  painful  a  duty 
on  me.** 

*«  I  see  how  it  is,*'  said  the  widow,  bridling  up  with  rage  and  disappointment;  "  I  am 
rejected  for  the  worthless  duchess,  with  whom  you  have  already  formed  a  liaison.  You^ 
however,  ere  long,  will  find  cause  for  repenting  of  this  false  step :  a  crim.  con.  trial  will  fix 
the  serpent  upon  you,  and  then  her  love  will  turn  into  wormwood,  when  her  deadly  sting  will 
either  drive  you  to  distraction,  or  bring  you  to  a  premature  grave." 

I  "  My  dear  madam,  I  have  formed  no  tiaistm  with  your  innocent  friend,  the  duchess ;  yon 
wrong-ns  both  by  entertaining  so  uncharitable  a  supposition.** 

»  •*  If  the  evidence  of  the  eyes  was  not  conclusive,  that  of  the  tongue  to  corroborate  it  must 
be  to,"  rejoined  the  widow.  "  Have  I  not  myself  seen  and  heard  amply  sufficient  to  justify 
tiie  duke  in  bringing  his  action  against  you?  While  now,  as  if  to  persist  in  your  folly,  you 
positively  reject  the  proffered  hand  of  the  wealthiest  woman  of  this  capital." 

**  Madam,  tautology  is  not  to  my  taste ;  still  must  I  repeat  that  I  entertain  no  improper 
views  on  the  Duchess  of  Malvcdo,  and  I  am  again  called  on  to  assert  that  my  declining  te 
re-enter  the  hymeneal  state  has  no  relation  whatever  to  my  honourable  acquaintance  with  her 
gnce." 

••  Come,  come,  signer,"  said  the  fair  widow,  assuming^  her  most  bewitching  smile,  '*  for 
once  forget  the  stoic,  and  condescend  to  be  a  plain  man.     Apollo  was  less  haughty  than 
thou  art,  and  Jupiter  would  have  despised  snch  wisdom  as  thine.     The  ^<>d*  ^w^  ^^e^^aw^ 
save  only  the  san^oinary  Miner va,  dcJightcd  in  the  cnjoyrociklt  aSotdfi^  \>i  VkN<i.    ^xvi^'Cwss^^ 
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ttjdiMrt«BOi;belraif  wiw;  lat  ui  eopyfron  the  trnMortal  pumru u4t rmMm  tatha 
Moifey  of  iMdWck,  pMi  kappU j  mT  throoffh  life,  natil,  pivAliac  by  thft  adviM  of  Giiii]|i»|» 
Irii  BistfBM,  v»  fonlinttt  fraptorod  with  ooch  other »  itmi  w^i  aft  Im  lUverod  ow  k«fa^ 
Mid  TkM  vketted  hit  aejiho  to  oat  oar  throMl  of  Ufe."  I 

<<  I  foe»  nwkM*  yoa  indolgo  yoonolf  ioa  potftkvoin  thb  aonriof ,"  MfplM  I ;  «y«K«« 
wifflB  at  «M  SapplMK  but  I  truatwtU  aottwitli  a  fer  bafpiar  feto  tbaa  did  thai  femai 


«« My  fete,  Uke  that  of  Sappho^  b  ineotiag  with  aa  oognli^  ooU-teariad  aarafai." 
g»  BOW  angry  widow;  **]wt  1  luiow  better  than  to  deetioy  Myielf  mt  hia  aeooot.    The 
wwndad  aoorpioB  atingoth  itidf  to  doath».  hot  aiy  iUog  ihaU  bo  raiarvad  to  atiof  te 
fnoger.  | 

«•  The  tHiag  iallioted  by  a  lovely  woman  fe  felt  fiuihar  aad  smto  avoftly  than,  what 
«an  be  aware  of,"  reowdwl  I,  with  a  anilOi 

^  And  that  of  an  anfeeling,  worthlen  man,  deeper  than  it  ought  to  be^**  wai  tbo 
fstorta 

The  earriage  had  aow  arrivad  at  the  gateway  of  Saliaa'a  maaiioiv  bat  oo  our 

fiwBB  it»  I  daeltaMd  Iho  ladyli  iafltatias  to  enter  her  boote,  at  lihowiio  one  that  aha  g«vo  Ml  to 
#nowith  her;  eo  wUeb  her  indignant  anger  ao  oompietaly  mailerod  bar  prodenceb  tiMtaM 
gaveaireeloeBeatahertangae,  and  hi  her  deelamafion,  among  awmy  other  thfaig%  wiailadl 
even  within  the  hearing  of  her  footman,  that  my  love  for  the  Dacheis  of  Malvedo  moit  ba  iCt 
iniona  natore^  ainee  I  waa  in  snob  a  prodigiona  hurry  to  hmten  JNwk  lo  that  treaabeioas 
woman;  bat  ihe  vohemently  added,  abo  woald  aaqnalnt  the  doha  with  hia  wtf»'a  waatOQ  tMi* 
•dnet,  and  thai  be  fovangad  on  me,  aMo  aha  brouiBfat  oeadign  poniihaMiit  on  the  flnrhaifer 
hor  ahamelem  and  kfemoas  depravity. 

To  reaaaw  with  an  kmanaed  woman  would  betray  aia^dieity  bordwhy  iq|Mm  madfiw,  imd 
ti  thk  troth  I  wai  ftiily  aeniible ;  ao  I  contented  myielf  bv  bowhig  to  the  widow,  wbaaa  feft* 
tares  were  not  a  litltodiitorted  by  the  l^iriooipai^  which  i^Eitat^  her  frasM;  andbdhr* 
dbe  ooold  ttUl  her  raging  tangue,  or  rooover  any  degreo  of  oompoaan^  1  feeed  aboai^  mAi 
€trlmmie  walfcod  away  at  a  bririi  paee^  glad  to  get  oat  of  hearing  of  bar  nnfiaihig  efedL 
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UaannbeiM  maladki  his  Joiata  invade, 

Uy  iiafa  ID  Hit.  aad  piaM  lh«  4lra  Mackade ; 


Bat  BBextsi^aub*d  avlice  atill  maaiat, 
Aad  dreaded  lotaw  »gsraT9le  hfa*  paUw;; 

ae  torn*  with  aaxioiu  be»rt  and  crippleid  haada 
ii  band!  of  debt  and  mortgagvi  of  faoda; 
Or  tiawa  Ma  onfiira  vitb  aaapieioaa  eyaa, 
Ualecka  hia  gold,  and  coaau  u  till  ha  diaa.** 


■<  abort  waa  tha  eoaiict ;  furioaa,  blindly  nak, 
Tk'aMailant  gave  bia  boaoia  to  tha  gaab : 
He  bled,  and  fell.*' 


Tte  most  feithful  narrator  of  facti  has  oeeosionally  to  malce  digressions  &om  liis  story,  and 
as  it  relates  to  a  character  that  has  shown  conspicuous  in  these  pagcs^  and  will  long  bo 
remembered  in  Florenoe,  where  his  misfortune  was  the  general  theme  of  conversation,  I  most 
now  mention  the  lamentable  catastrophe  which  belcl  Counsellor  Gotschalk.  This  hard*, 
hearted  miser,  who  no  otherwise  regretted  the  death  of  his  amiable  wife  than  beeanse  it 
deprived  him  of  the  friendly  services  of  Prince  Swartbyburg,  now  that  he  hod  lost  tho  partner 
of  his  besom,  and  was  become  a  martyr  to  the  goui,  gave  up  his  time  and  thoughts  to  luwrioos 
projects  and  teltiag  over  his  money. 

The  eounsdlor's  house,  as  every  person  in  Florence  well  knows,  stood  at  the  comer  of  a 
centra!  street,  near  to  the  choicest  morlict,  and  although  on  old-fashioned  mansion,  was 
good  and  snbatantial.  It  was  erected  a  little  way  further  back  from  the  footpath  thaa  tho 
neighbouring  houses,  but  what  it  lost  to  the  street  one  way  was  made  up  for  in  room  by  a 
large  wooden  firsfc- floor  iiow  window,  which  piojecied  unit  angraccfully  some  distance  Qver 
tb0  poblh  footpmibm 
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Ifitchief  enten  through  the  gfitet  ai  secority.  One  day^  whea  the  diiaer  wit  engif^it 
Kit  beloved  oecepotioB  cf  eountiiif  over  his  money  in  the  room  of  w hioh  the  aforetild  howm 
irindow  constitated  a  pert»  and  whidi  wat  hit  Hnclum$(ncUmimt  cowtatting  all  that  he  |n£Mi 
in  Uto,  an  ammonitioQ  waggon  broke  down  in  the  street  fronting  hit  ho«te,  and  wat  to  ieiii 
ondy  damaged,  that  it  became  necessary  to  procore  another  veUoIe ;  but  while  tUt  wat  bw^ 
got|  the  ammnni^on  wat  eipoted  to  rain  feUing  in  a  heavy  shower. 

The  non-commitsloned  officer  in  charge  of  the  party  very  prudently  caused  the  gunpowdei^ 
eli^  eight  barrels,  to  be  taken  ont  of  the  broken  waggon  and  placed  nnder  the  pnjeetion  of 
the  eounsellor's  window,  to  prsserve  the  ammunition  dry  until  hit  sokUert  came  with  a  Umtk 
waggon  s  but  here  human  vanity  might  take  a  profitable  lesson,  for  one  wat  aflforded  of  th» 
nncertainty  of  life  and  the  instability  ot  woridly  possessions,  most  forcibly  showii^  that  man 
gathers  ridies  together  without  knovrfaig  who  shall  enjoy  them,  and  hi  the  height  «f  his  prot- 
peiity  is  cut  off  by  death  with  the  swiitness  of  lightning. 

Ttte  miser,  whose  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  accident^  heeded  net  whether  the  ammo* 
nition  wat  wet  or  dry,  but  having  taken  a  cursory  view  of  the  scene  of  confusion  from  hi» 
wfaidowt,  returned  to  his  beloved  occupation  of  counting  money,  without  concerning  hims^  to 
prevent  the  seijeant  havuig  the  powder  stewed  away  under  hit  window;  but  there  teemt  t» 
tat  s  malevolent  tpirit  to  blind  man  to  the  danger  which  is  to  overwhelm  and  bring  him  to 
irfn»  and  which  even  causes  him  to'  run  headlong  to  the  perilous  spot  he  ought  to  shiuk 
Beirever,  this  may  be  wisely  ordained,  inasmuch  as  uncertainty  stripe  death  of  the  terroft 
fringing  from  anticipation  of  Its  vitit,  and  enables  the  surly  conqueror  of  mortality  to  subdwv 
withent  appalling  ut.  Jutiut  CtBtor,  perhaps,  never  uttered  a  witer  opinion  than  the  in» 
ffhcnby  he  pronounced  the  most  sadden  and  the  least  foreseen  death  to  be  the  best. 

It  is  impracticable  to  show  whether  Monsieur  Gk>tBchalk  was  of  Cwtar't  way  of  thinkings 
Ind  at  he  was  as  much  a  Christian  as  a  miser  can  well  be,  most  likely  he  wat  of  the  i^potlte- 
epiniDa,  namely,  that  pronounced  In  church  prayers  against  battle*  murder,  and  sudden  deatlk. 
Be*  CsBtar  and  the  stoics  advocate  sudden  death,  while  the  saints  of  all  timet  and  tlM  apottlat 
iC  jreie»  becked  by  the  timid  of  every  age,  give  the  preference  to  a  death  which  it  preceded  by 
long  Bngering  misery*  Adieu,  then,  to  metaphysical  reasoning,  which  leavet  man  in  the  tani» 
nnie  of  ebtcurity  in  which  it  finds  him. 

It  remains  to  be  told— yet  exactly  how  the  ditatter  originated  hat  never  been  ditcovered«» 
tlml  tlie  aforesaid  eight  casks  of  gunpowder  exploded,  and  instantaneously  sent  tlie  wretdied 
miser,  hit  bow-window,  and  the  sentinel  placed  over  the  ammunition,  travelling  in  different 
diieotiottt  in  the  air,  blown  into  innumerable  pieces. 

The  journalists  of  the  day  differed  much  from  each  other  in  their  newspaper  accounts  of 
this  lamentable  accident ;  some  reported  it  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a  spark  blown  from 
the  pipe  of  a  passing  waggoner ;  others,  that  a  flash  of  lightning  had  done  the  misdiief ;  and 
in  more  than  one  ministerial  paper  it  was  broadly  hinted- that  the  government  had  got  tidings 
ef  itt  having  been  caused  by  the  radicals,  who  were  then  growing  in  strength,  and  not  unfipn» 
quently  employed  themselves  setting  fire  to  corn-stacks  and  other  agricultural  property ;  for 
somehow  it  will  happen,  that  men  goaded  to  the  extremity  of  misery  by  meant  ef  oom*lawt» 
te  npliold  the  great  stall-fed  legislators,  lay  and  clerical,  occasionally  break  cat  in  this  way» 
wmfgri  an  the  diabolical  artifices  oi  the  law,  and  whole  armies  of  policemen,  to  upheld  whom 
in  intolent  authority  over  themselves  they  have  to  do  the  threefold  work  of  tlavet,  and  yefe 
(tach  it  the  curse  entailed  by  eotn-laws)  cannot,  by  the  waste  of  sinew  and  of  ilesh»  earn . 
miliiiiiil  bread  to  satisfy  the  ravenous  wolf  within  them. 

Tlie  tnperstitk>us,  who  rarely  tee  thingt  in  the  light  of  reaaon,  got  np  their  edition  of  tlm>« 
dbtttcr,  and  on  the  ttrength  of  a  dame't  tettioMmy.  who  wes  addicted  to  dreaming  of  numbers  • 
ki  the  lottery,  which  had  brought  iier  and  many  gossips  of  her  aequaiatanoe  to  niin^  asserted  • 
it  to  have  been  the  ghost  of  Gotschalk's  wife  that  fired  the  gunpowder;  indeed,  the  witeh 
took  her  affidavit  that  she  saw  the  spirit  do  the  deed  with  a  bhie  IsmsbenUflomed  tapef;  and 
limi  the  spectre  was  habitM  in  a  gown  of  virgin  pwity.     This  report  being  of  a  maneileut 
■Btvre,  spread  for  and  wide,  end  a  dissenting  dergyman  or  two  assisted  to  promulgate  ihn 
arfraele,  which  wat  handled  to  admiration  in  weU*delivered  disoourset,  of  a  nature  to  tnoreate 
the  pfeacher*s  reputation  and  fill  hit  tabemade.    However,  to  cootider  this  affair  dia^^oMiteiw 
Ately,  nad  not  caet  too  great  a  tlnr  on  the  old  woman*«  tesliiMiiidf.  Vt  «\iwa\<^^>»«i^«t\A.wte^ 
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that  thb  is  nol  the  first  inftance  where  a  ghost  has  been  chained  with  inoendSarisin ;  for  in- 
stance, have  we  not  the  testiuMmy  of  a  fisberaian  to  the  astoon^Bng  cirenmstanoe  of  its  havlag 
baeo  Napoleon  Buonaparte^  ghost  which  fired  the  magazine  of  powder  at  the  great  espkota 
at  Ottend.  saying,  when  it  did  the  terrific  deed,  **  With  one  siMurii  win  I  shake  the  rsigninf 
dynasty  llrmn  the  throne  here?"  and  truly  the  Orange  fiunlly  were  soon  after  cAlss'dL 

The  oonnseOor's  heir-at-law,  a  small  Bulgarian  fiurmer,  came  hastening  to  FlorsQoe  wfcfi  • 
joyftal  heart,  but  Us  sanguine  expeetations  were  dreadfblly  baulked  when  he  investigated  into 
his  new  faihcritanee.  To  explahi  this,  the  bulk  of  the  misery  treasure  had  been  dsposHed  in 
eliests,  stowed  in  liis  JoiicfKai  aandonm,  but  these  chests,  unfortunately  for  the  foraor,  oimC 
have  stood  empty,  no  doubt  for  the  miser  to  count  his  money,  at  the  moment  of  the  esplQBion« 
and  therefore  the  Bulgarian  touched  not  a  single  stiver  from  this  source. 

Thousands  of  gold  and  sflver  coins  were  sctttered  about  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dastifei 
mansion,  and  people  found  occupation  for  many  days  searching  for  the  precious  memorinb  M 
^e  miser's  wwilth,  but  not  one  of  the  ifaiders  of  the  strewed  treasure  brouglit  a  siogia  pjooo  to 
the  heir-at-law,  and  yet  lie  caused  many  advertisements  to  be  inserted  in  newspapers* 
ing  them  what  they  ought  and  were  expected  to  do.  These  people  knew  the  man 
tlioosands,  and  therefore  considered  It  fidr  game  to  reap  from  the  crop  so  unjustly 
and  so  unexpectedly  scattered ;  but  what  tended  to  aggravate  the  heir-at-law^ 
ment  was,  that  all  persons  who  had  pecuniary  tnmsactioos  open  with  the  counseUor  for 
advances  on  their  landed  or  other  securities,  held  back  from  furnishing  evMenoe  against  Ihsa- 
selVes ;  while  his  bonds,  notes  of  hand,  and  other  documentary  papers,  having  been  JuJiuiiiJ 
by  the  explosion,  there  was  no  written  evidence  of  money  due  to  the  estate  of  the 
yet  numerous  persons  knew  he  had  enormous  sums  lent  out  at  the  time  of  the  awfol 
trophe.  Consequently  the  Bulgarian  farmer,  though  he  was  heir-at-law  to  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  In  Florence,  touched  no  other  property  by  his  death  than  a  few  acres  of 
starved  land,  and  a  dikpidated,  badly  furnished  country  chateau,  for  the  ruins  of  the  town 
mansion  are  unworthy  of  being  mentioned. 

Having  brought  the  counsellor's  tale  to  a  conclusion,  I  shall  mention  what  acemed 
to  Prince  Swarthyburg,  as  the  ill-natured  said,  owing  to  the  catastrophe  which  befel 
the  miser.  Public  opinion,  which  can  engender  movements  to  change  customs  and  shake 
raonarchs  from  their  thrones,  grew  outrageously  violent  against  the  prince,  who,  aiter  suffering 
many  indignities  from  the  populace,  was  glad  to  make  a  merit  of  necessity  and  remove  from 
Florence,  which,  being  a  court  favourite,  he  was  enabled  to  do  under  the  honourable  plea  of 
employment  on  a  diplomatic  mission  to  a  northern  state ;  for  no  matter  how  worthless  the 
character  of  a  court  parasite,  he  has  only  to  keep  well  with  the  monarch  and  his  ministry,  and 
the  public  will  be  made  to  uphold  him  by  the  imposts  they  pay. 

The  catastrophe  which  befel  Gotschalk  made  so  much  noise  in  the  higher  circle  of  society 
on  the  day  it  happened,  that  even  the  feelings  of  love,  hatred,  and  revenge  seemed  stilled  by 
its  influence,  and  I  heard  nothing  of  or  concerning  the  fair  widow,  and  the  still  more  charm- 
ing duchess.  Love  and'  revenge,  however,  are  passions  not  easily  smothered,  and  on  the 
morning  following  the  accident  a  billet-doux  rpachcd  me  from  the  foir  duchess,  wherein  she 
stated  tha^  she  had  just  heard  the  designing  widow  had  sent  for  that  famous  dueOist,  the 
Chevalier  Bras  de  Loup,  who  was  an  old  admirer  of  hers,  and  proffered  him  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage, conditionally  that  before  the  nuptial  ceremony  took  place,  he  revenged  her  wrongs  by 
either  slaying  or  wounding  me  in  fight.  This  infarmation  given,  the  fair  writer  went  on  to 
say  she  was  in  a  state  bordering  on  distraction,  for  that  her  character  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the 
merciless  Selina,  and  my  life  was  on  the  eve  of  being  exposed  to  the  assaults  of  the  most 
successful  of  duellists,  who,  moreover,  had  a  potent  reason  for  slaying  me.  Finally,  she  en- 
treated I  would  hasten  to  her  instantly,  otherwise  she  should  come  to  me  on  the  wings  of  hope, 
satisfied  that  I  had  too  much  generosity,  if  not  affection  for  her,  to  forsake  a  female  at  such  a 
critical  moment,  whom  I  knew  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  me. 

I  mused  for  some  seconds  on  the  contents  of  the  duchess's  letter,  when  Monday,  who 
unobser\'ed  by  roe  had  entered  the  apartment,  interrupted  my  reverie.  *'  Your  honour,**  said 
the  sailor,  laughing  and  holding  out  an  open  letter  for  my  perusal,  **  if  so  be  that  a  man  was 
bound  for  the  harbour  of  matrimony,  d'ye  sec,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  his  getting  into 
a  safe  MbeHered  port,  where  he  might  drop  his  anchor,  and  lie  snug  against  every  wind.**    « 
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I  miled  at  the  tailor'ii  observations,  and  taking  the  proffered  letter,  per  used  iu  contents. 
**  Well,  Monday,"  ^d  I,  soon  as  I  had  finislied  reading,  *'  it  is  not  every  day  that  a  weultliy 
dowager  baiioneu  proffers  her  possessions  and  her  person  to  a  penniless  .seaman,  on  the  easy 
condition  of  his  becoming  her  lord  and  master.  Surely,  my  friend,  you  can't  do  better  tbaii 
marry  the  old  lady.'* 

"Tis  said  marriages  are  made  alofl ;  but  d'ye  see,  year  honoor,  many  a  Uack  squall  lowers 
ibooi  9L  high  quarter;  besides,  to  own  the  truth,  I  can't  well  stomach  the  idea  of  making  siul 
jfAlost  the  fnll  current  of  my  inclinations.*' 

*'  Well,  act  as  you  approve;  I  have  no  advice  to  offer  on  such  a  delicate  subject  as  that  of 
malrimony,**  rejoined  L 

A  tenrant  now  entered  the  room  to  notify  thai  a  gentleman  waited  in  the  ante-chamber, 
desirous  of  seeing  me ;  on  which  I  directed  he  should  be  shown  into  our  apartaient,  and  a  tall 
penonage^  wearing  prodigious  mustachoes,  was  accordingly  admitted,  when,  having  made  hia 
IwWf  be  spoke  thus: — *'  I  have  done  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you,  siguor,  as  the 
liearw  of  a  message  from  Chevalier  Bras  de  Loup.  He  calls  upon  you,  signer,  to  render  him 
satisfaction  at  the  point  of  the  sword  for  ungentlemanly  conduct  shown  by  you  to  the  inoom« 
pmUt  Madam  SeKna  Rosa  Conova,  to  whom  my  friend  the  chevalier  is  on  the  eve  of  being 
nllad  in  marriage." 

*  Ib  charity,  signer,**  replied  I,  "  1  might  wish  you  a  better  office  than  that  of  carrying 
MMngea  for,  and  serving  as  the  second  to,  a  man  who  knows  not  what  he  would  quarrel  about* 
Inpertinenceb  however,  shall  be  rebuked ;  tell,  therefore,  your  principal  that  I  know  him  not» 
nor  sImH  I  pay  any  attention  to  his  hostile  message ;  but  should  he  molest  me,  he  may  rely 
19OB  H  that  I  shall  punish  him.  Now,  signer,  your  business  with  me  is  over,  and  I  wisb,you  a 
good  day." 

The  stronger  was  so  far  from  profiting  by  my  instructions,  that  he  made  use  of  several 
fsnating  etpressions,  thereby  insinuating  that  my  conduct  was  ungentlemanly ;  but,  without 
replying  to  him,  I  calmly  turned  to  Monday,  and  requested  him  to  rid  the  apartment  of  a  man 
who  knew  not  how  to  conduct  himself.  My  secretary,  on  this,  desired  the  mustachoed  gentle* 
man  to  walk  down  stairs ;  but  he  acting  obstreperously,  and  defying  the  sailor,  was  rudely  seized 
by  Urn  by  the  shoulders,  and  pushed  outside  the  door,  whence,  after  a  struggle  of  several 
tainntos,  be  got  helped  on  his  journey  down  stairs  by  a  kick  on  the  seat  of  honour. 

After  the  preceding  feat  of  his,  I  remarked  to  the  sailor,  that,  since  it  was  not  his  design  to 
marry  the  baroness,  perhaps  taking  a  journey  would  not  be  objected  to  by  him ;  to  which  be 
refilled  that  he  never  had  felt  more  desirous  of  quitting  a  port  where  he  was  wind-bound 
than  he  now  was  of  making  sail  from  Florence,  for  that  the  current  of  his  inclinations  set 
Holently  against  marriage ;  while  on  the  opposite  tack,  such,  he  said,  was  his  desire  of  doing 
B  good  turn  and  obliging  everybody,  that  his  heart  misgave  him,  and  he  feared  if  he  tarried 
longer  in  port,  he  should  fall  into  the  dowager's  trap  of  matrimony,  and  have  to  ride  at  double 
anchor  in  all  weathers.  *'  Therefore,"  added  he,  snapping  his  fingers,  "  your  honour  has  but 
lo  hoist  Blue  Peter,  and  111  warrant  to  get  under  weigh  the  moment  the  signal  gun  is  fired." 

**  ibince  you.  have  made  up  your  mind  not  to  be  a  rich  Benedict,  and  are  ready  to  take  a 
joamey,  you  will  not  be  sorry  to  hear  that  I  purpose  quitting  Florence  for  Bologna  at  sun- 
rise to-morrow." 

**  Tour  honour,"  replied  the  sailor,  "  I  am  accustomed  to  obey,  and  not  to  question  orders 
given  by  my  commodore.    Blue  Peter  and  the  signal  gun  are  all  I  look  for  or  expect." 

We  now  sallied  forth  to  execute  some  business  essential  to  be  done  previous  to  our  quitting 
lair  Florence,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  sailor,  happening  to  look  behind  him, 
perceived  Chevalier  Bras  de  Loup  t^d  his  mustachoed  second  following  after  us.  '*  Adzooks," 
add  he,  **  your  honour  is  likely  to  have  another  little  affair  to  settle  before  we  make  sail  from 
this  port." 

I  walked  on  without  commenting  on  what  Monday  said,  till  a  tonch  on  my  shoulder,  and 
the  stentorian  voice  of  Bras  de  Loup  calling  upon  me  to  render  satisfaction  for  ungentlemanly 
behaviour  to  Madam  Selina  Rosa  Canova,  as  also  to  himself,  by  gross  insults  given  to  his  friend, 
attracted  my  individual  attention. 

*•  As  you  ore  resolved  to  rush  on  your  fate,  the  sooner  you  receive  it  the  better,"  replied  I, 
in  a  resolute  tone.     "  Your  friend  and  you,  I  see,  are  provided  7i\th  vwQx^'i,  ;k\iWK^  '»vstvj.>^ww% 
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>Are  Buffieietit  for  our  purpose,  therefore  lend  the  way  to  Bomo  retired  spot  wheve  the  poaisli- 
ment  due  for  your  insolence  may  be  inOicted  by  meaps  of  your  own  steel.*' 

Indabitably,  ereii  the  professed  duellist  would  prefer  seeing  syoptoas  of  baekwardnett  in 
a  man  he  sCaodB  pledged  to  Bght,  than  witness  in  him  that  fiery  readiness  of  mann^  which 
awaits  not  form  or  delay  in  proceeding  to  the  deadly  work  of  execution*  Bras  de  Loup  and 
his  friend,  who  both  were  Austrian  officers,  had  come  habited  in  their  regimentals,  aceordiog 
to  Honday*s  opinion,  that  they  might  cut  the  m<ire  formidable  appearance  before  the  enemy  s 
but  they  looked  disconcerted  at  my  extreme  readiness  for  mortal  combat ;  nevertheless  Braade 
Loup,  who  was  a  brave  man»  ahowed  no  tardiness  in  leading  the  way  to  a  retired  spot,  alter 
having  briefly  declared  that  deeds,  not  words,  were  called  for. 

The  place  selected  for  combat  was  a  retired  walled  garden  near  the  banks  of  the  Amo,  and 
soon  as  weiirrived  there,  the  sword  of  my  opponent's  second  was  delivered  into  my  poascssioo. 

'*  Signer,*'  now  said  the  fierce  chevalier,  *^  I  wvn  you  that  I  am  an  excellent  sw^rdsmiu^ 
and  should  you  prize  life,  wise  will  it  be  for  you  to  apologize  and  yield  your  pretensions, to  the 
beautiful  Madam  Canova ;"  yet  while  he  spoke,  the  chevalier  calmly  took  up  his  g^ijjuL 

"  Take  back  your  advice,  and  recollect  your  observation  that  deeds,  not  won^  ^oe  called 
for,**  was  my  answer;  then  adding,  **  now  stand  on  your  guard,  signer. "  ^  ., 

Bras  de  Loup's  person  was  that  of  a  fullrsized  grenadier,  and  hie  limbs  were  musculac  as 
those  sculptured  for  a  gladiator.  His  would  have  been  a  picture  worth  contemplating^  ^d  an 
able  artist  delineated  him  in  the  position  he  took  to  stand  on  his  guard  against  me ;  yet  wea 
Bras  de  Loup's  figure  and  muscle  inferior  to  mine,  for  I  am  astonishingly  athktic^  and  more 
than  nx  feet  high. 

**  He  haa  been  victorious  in  eight  duels,  and  killed  three  of  his  opponents,"  ohMrved  .the 
mustacbped  second. 

*<  rU  warrant  Signer  Winpenny  will  bring  him  to  his  dead  reckoning."  ejaculated  my.  secre» 
tary,  while  we  duellists  were  measuring  weapons  against  each  other. 

The  event  proved  that  Monday  was  not  mistaken  in  my  skill  and  prowess,  though  (le  kneif 
not  the  school  in  which  I  had  attained  my  sdeoce,  as  after  we  had  parried  a  few  passes  on 
either  side,  poor  Bros  de  Loup,  whose  violence  of  manner  afibrded  me  advantage  over  him» 
was  laid  extended  and  insensible  on  the  ground,  with  a  terrific  wound  almost  through  his  body. 
**"  One  vessel  has  struck  its  colours,**  now  said  the  sailor,  taking  up  my  blood-stained  sword, 
which  X  had  cost  upon  the  earth  that  I  might  render  assistance  to  m^  fallen  opponent,  *'  and 
here  I  stand  ready  and  willing  to  engage  the  other ;  so,  come  on,  signor,  if  you  wish  to  obtailT^ 
revenge  for  what  has  passed  between  us." 

Monday's  words  seemed  to  imply  a  want  of  feeling,  when,  in  reality,  he  was  endowed  with 
an  ample  share  of  that  most  noble  attribute ;  but  then  the  false  pride,  too  oft  attendant  on 
martial  courage,  had  whispered  him  that  satisfaction  was  due  to  the  man  he  had  grossly  insulted  ; 
and  moreover  this  pride  made  him  think  that,  a«  the  principals  in  the  quarrel  had  fought  out 
their  afifair,  It  would  be  acting  unworthy  of  a  British  sailor  to  neglect  this  opportunity  of 
offering  to  perform  the  lika  ceremony  with  the  enemy's  second. 

The  mustachoed  gentleman's  mind  was  occupied  by  far  difiierent  thoughts  than  those  of 
engaging  in  mortal  combat,  and  he  heeded  not  the  sailor's  bravado,  but  leaving  his  enemies 
to  staunch  the  chevalier's  wound  how  best  they  could,  disappeared  like  lightning  from  the 
garden.  However,  we  were  soon  relieved  fW>m  our  unpleasant  task  by  his  retam,  accompa- 
nied by  a  grave-looking  personi^ge,  clothed  in  black,  as  also  a  young  man  dressed  in  the  same 
ominous  cofour.  **  The  wound  is  mortal,  qnd  the  poor  gentleman's  hour  of  death  is  near,"  said 
the  ancient  surgeon,  soon  as  he  had  examined  the  wound  and  gone  a  few  paces  from  the  suf- 
ferer, who  lay  groaning  upon  the  earth ;  then,  after  an  awful  silence,  the  grave  practitioner  of 
the  healing  art  resumed  thus :— '*  This  duelling  Is  unpardonably  sinfhl ;  and  inasmuch  as  oar 
laws  are  extremely  severe  on  occasions  where  murder  has  been  committed  in  this  bartncoua  war, 
my  advice  to  the  parties  implicated  In  the  sad  aflUr  is  to  fly  the  country  without  any  debiy. 
for  all  the  world  knows  that  the  only  possible  way  of  defeating  the  law  is  to  get  beyond  ira 
/each." 

**  Will  you  undertake  the  care  of  this  wounded  gentleman,  and  be  answerable  that  every 
thing  proper  is  done  lor  him?"  asked  I. 

**  Oi?e  me  a  refbrence  to  the  peraon  who  is  to  remunerate  me  ibr  my  professional  services 
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and  the  expenses  I  shall  incur  in  burying  him,  and  then  you  may  all  three  of  yon  post  away 
«  fist  as  you  ean,  for  life  t  see  is  ebbing  fhim  my  patient,**  was  the  doctor^  eaastie  r^ply. 

The  must achoed  gentleman,  groaning  aloud,  handed  a  eard  of  address  to  the  furgieoii, 
fft^liig  he  confided  in  him  to  do  everything  proper  for  his  unfortunate  friend. 

"  I  will  do  all  that  professional  skUl^prompts  to  preserve  the  breath  of  life,  and  raltotk 
the  body  wHh  now  and  pure  blood  ;  but  if  the  hings  refhte  to  do  their  ottee,  my  task  shall 
be  tQ  bury  your  friend  where  his  bones  shall  lie  nndistUTbed ;  for,  thank  the  fetes,  we  Vve  not 
iaa  eomitry  where  graves  and  chamel  houses  are  robbed  for  the  profit  to  be  derived  from  a 
Inr  bones,**  rejoined  the  follower  of  Galen. 

*  Sir,*  said  the  sailor,  in  a  half  wMsper  tojme,  **  111  warrant,  your  honour,  we  shafl  get 
agroimd  once  more  in  the  billows,  unless  we  bear  a  hand  and  make  sail  from  this  qukiksand.** 

I  was  of  the  sailor^s  opinion,  and  no  sooner  had  the  chevalier's  second  satisfied  his  nrind  that 
Ui  friend  would  be  taken  proper  care  oi;  than  turning  my  fhee  from  the  ghastly  seeoe  of  glory, 
at  a  brisk  pace  I  quitted  the  garden  with  Monday,  who  looked  aoxiouriy  aboot  hito,  URowfstg 
dose  behhidme. 

Not  a  word  was  ipbken  fbr  soma  time ;  but  the  sailor,  after  we  had  passed  thrragh  several 
tbwUjomte  silence  by  saying,  **  Would  it  please  your  honour  that  I  should  see  after  yoor 
property  at  the  hotel  ?* 

»   *t  win  send  Instraetions  respectteg  tiiat  by  post,**  waamy  reply. 

*'  We  coothined  our  Journey  at  a  brisk  pace  for  the  dlftanoe  of  five  or  six  miles,  when  we 
crihred  an  inn  at  a  small  village  and  ordered  refreshments.  While  ttw  meal  was  getUng 
liafiy,  T  wrote  a  lettet  to  my  vaUt  dt  dkttnAre,  in  which  I  endosed  an  order  en  my  banker 
kt  money  to  enable  him  to  defVay  all  just  charges  against  me,  and  notified  that  I  shooM 
speedily  transmit  him  instructions  where  to  proceed  with  my  baggage ;  which  being  done,  I 
paonad  a  note  tc  the  ftdr  duchess,  informing  her  of  what  hod  happened  to  me,  and  stating 
ffatt  previous  to  my  last  duel  I  had  come  to  the  dedsion  of  quitting  Florence,  Ibr  that  her 
koDiNir  and  reputation  demanded  this  sacrifice  on  my  part,  and  were  dear  to  me  as  tbej 
^t^fitt  to  be  to  every  frtend  of  hers  who  felt  desirous  of  bearing  of  her  domestic  happiness 
add  general  welf!»re  in  life,  with  ardent  wishes  for  a  long  conthraation  of  which  I  concluded 
my  epistle. 

'-  This  letter  to  the  lovely  dudsess  I  enclosed  in  the  one  to  my  valet,  to  whom  I  transmitted 
erders  to  deliver  it  into  her  grace's  own  hand,  and  the  packet  I  myself  pnt  into  the  village 
poit  ofllce ;  but  when  this  was  done  and  our  meal  over,  the  shades  of  evening  were  begmntng 
ts  Overspread  the  earth,  wherefore  I  resolved  to  remdn  all  night  at  the  village  hin,  and  com* 
ioe  our  journey  on  foot  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

# 

'*  Wboe'er  peroelrvi  with  equitable  brow 
Tbe  •trsage  vfoMlmdas  of  ttdngB  belov ;  • 
How  little  labour  Mnetimea  wealth  Mcureo, 
How  leM  of  genial  fleetin^feoie  entores  ; 
How  aatfom,  faittve  aad  wiae,  hamuie  eaid  j«at. 
Erect  the  ocaJfold*  monoflKOt,  or  boat ; 
Whoe'er  keeps  lach  ezaieplet  in  hb  rfew, 
SiMril  lira  to  tamht  what  is  BMrlfodoe.*' 

**  Pride  ofkea  geidea  thea«tbor*a  pea, 
Bookoiaii  effected  ere  a«  men ; 
Bot  he  who  ttadiea  netore'e  Iawf» 
Frooi  oartain  trmiko  hie  meai—  drer-  " 


*  "tTbk  Boomfol  truth  ii  everywhore  oonfMsM, 

Slow  rUee  wurth  by  poverty  depreaa'd," 

**  Taa  vegetable  productions  of  luxuriant  nature  look  beautiful,  and  richly  scent  the  atmo- 
ipbere  this  rooming,"  said  I  to  my  secretary,  when,  at  an  early  hour,  we  were  journeying  on 
Ibot,  upon  a  bank  of  the  Amo,  after  a  good  night's  repose  at  the  village  inn. 

"  Yes,"  replied  the  sailor,  "  the  rising  sun  gives  life  to  the  prospect,  while  the  renovating 
dew  makes  the  flowers  and  herbs  send  forth  their  fragrant  and  aromatic  perfumes.'* 

•*  I  perceive  you  arc  an  admirer  of  fair  nature,"  remarked  i,  smiling ;  "  say  then,  my  frlcod^ 
would  not  this  morning's  walk,  with  Lady  Sophia  Brwnbk  tot  :|Q\w  ^o\K^w^wx>\wi  wiftt:R.;05» 
iiduMt  of  treats  to  jrou  ?" 
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■'■  A  man  ftiM«ilottr  thanordiDaiy  wounttd  into  hk  A^As  tt  my  obtervalioif  bBft  pn- 
leoUy,  atfomiiig  a  careleu  manner,  he  npiitd  by  layiiig  be  might  whistle  all  hie  Ob  fcr« 
vfaid  to  bring  him  aloogiftde  that  little  gaUe>\  and  yet  nefver  gat  one  ;  but,  for  bla  part»  lie  folt 
aattafied  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  coomiodore  wbeae  Hag  he  tafled  noder. 
ff  "fA  tmoe  to  your  waggery,** aniwefod  l>  **  I  talked  of  fove;  but  lay,  is  net  jqa  penon 
••head  of  us  the  dUtre«ed  poet  to  whom  we  were  introduced  ?* 

«*  By  the  out  of  his  kern,  the  aquare  build  of  his  patched  coat,  the  lubberly  swlagluf  cf  his 
■rms,  and  the  poet^like  manner  in  which  he  heels  his  head  over  Co  leeward,  I  could.  uUno* 
swear  te  the  man ;  but  add  to  these  land*marks  his  pigeon  toes,  and  I  will  gtto  «p  tskiofi^ 
•beervaiieBs  if  it  is  not  that  unfortunate  slave  of  all  work,  as  he  christened  hSmsetf,'*  rspUed 


Here  the  poet  happening  to  look  behind  him  discovered  us,  and  immediately  caaw  to  ml 
halt,  that  he- might  join  company. 

"  You  arc  abroad  by  times,  sir,  this  fine  morning,**  lald  I,  saluting  him. 

.V  The  traveller  who  has  been  out  of  bed  the  whole  of  the  nighty  may  well  coflnente  his 
jmuney  at  an  early  hour^of  the  mom,'*  was  his  reply. 

By  further  discourse  we  now  ascertained  that  the  poet  purposed  travelling  some  distance 
OB  the  same  rood  we  were  journeying^  and  after  walking  a  little  way,  during  which  tlU-  Ha  of 
AfpoUo  remained  so  absorbed  in  gloomy  thought,  that  untfl  a  question  had  been  several  timet 
pot  to  him,  it  rarely  occurred  that  his  attention  could  be  drawn  so  as  to  elidt  a  ajMrreot 
■Mwar,  1  jocularly  remarked  that  the  solar  rays  of  the  mom  seemed  to  have  InpiraA  Iwlk 
my.  oonpanioaa  with  the  patsion  of  love,  evinced  by  their  tadturaitj  and  ftbaeabc  cC 


The  poet,  after  making  a  futile  attempt  to  appear  gay,  declared  in  reply,  that  syrapafty  ^ad 
mado.  a  violent  attack  on  his  animal  spirits,  when,  upon  Monday's  asking  him  for  an  esplastattoB. 
ofthis  seeming  enigma,  he  informed  him  that  it  was  the  sympathy  between  his  pocket  and 
animal  spirits.  However,  perceiving  the  sailor  to  bo  puzsled  by  what  he  had  saM,  he  added 
that,  with  permission,  he  would  enter  into  some  explanation  of  this  phenomenoft ;  and  on  enr 
espressing  a  desire  to  hear  him,  he  delivered  himself  as  follows : 

.  *'  Philosopbers  and  early  writers  on  the  sublimo  and  beautiful  say  that  sympathy  is  a  AUow 
feeling  of  toeUnatfon  and  affection,  a  rapid  but  undefinable  communication  of  one  heart  witk 
another ;  in  short,  that  conformity  of  nature's  own  qualities,  ideas,  and  tempers,  by  wlilcb  two 
kindred  spirits  seek  each  other,  grow  attached,  and  in  a  manner  melt  into  one.  U,  however,  a 
poor  poet  may  make  known  his  discovery,  where  will  be  found  the  physician  or  the  sur9een». 
wliose  business  it  is  to  fed  for  the  sympathetic  pulse,  that  can  deny  its  importance,  or  mainCaii 
that  a  dose  cooneaion  exists  not  between  the  pocket  and  tho  animal  spiriu?  Thdr  expetfasents 
and  their  experience  must  have  made  them  very  sensible  to  this  sympathy,  for  their  spirits 
have  risen  and  fallen  in  proportion  as  their  purses  ebbed  and  flowed ;  indeed,  this  flncttmting 
fund  of  life  and  spirit  influences  the  musdes  of  the  face,  the  features,  and  the  tongue ;  while  it 
gladdens  the  heart  and  gives  animation  to  the  eye.  Kings  themselves  worship  the  fdl  purse, 
for  they  know  dl  things  arc  attdnable  by  gold,  and  that  it  can  turn  conscience  about  Kke  a 
weathercock.  In  fine,  money  is  a  tdisman,  which  in  my  pocket  at  this  time  would  liestow 
happiness  and  a  fine  flow  of  animd  spirits." 

Tho  sailor  and  I  laughed  at  the  poet's  desoHptioB  of  sympathy,  yet  a  spice  of  the  ennBing- 
dlq>layed  by  Lc  Sage's  hero,  in  his  interpretation  of  the  language  ctf  birds,  was  perceptible  in 
his  conduct  However,  on  our  arrivd  at  an  inn,  I  proposed  to  the  bard  that  he  should  break* 
fast  with  mc,  when,  judging  firom  the  pleasantry  of  his  manner  in  accepting  the  invitation,  I 
was  iodined  to  think  there  must  have  been  some  sympathy  between  his  animd  spirits  and  Ott 
expected  med. 

*^  Love,^  obser\'ed  I,  after  the  sailor  and  the  poet  had  broken  the  shdisof  half  a  doien  eggs 
at  our  breakfast,  besides  devouring  abundantly  of  other  food,  **  love»  it  is  sdd,  weakeni  the 
appetite ;  but  I  hope,  signers,  you  will  now  endeavour  to  disprove  the  trath  of  this  bold 
assertion.'* 

**  Excrdse  and  the  momiog  dr  made  me  ravenous  as  a  shark' before  I  fell  in  with  break- 
ftst  here ;'  indeed  I  could  have  stowed  away  in  my  hold  a  pound  or  two  of  sdt  junk,  and 
thought  it  excellent  food,**  observed  the  saUor. 

it  passed  a^ay  at  bide-and-tcek,   an  api^el\t«  uu^oXMaAl  Vi  \wAi^<m  ""S^iftaic^'^ 


JifiMOIRS  OF  ANDREW  WINPENNT.  l$$ 

tfanar,  aad  a  two  haan'  walk  this  aiomtng;  mtut  plead  my  i^logy  for  diipUying  tlM  grcadi- 
JMM  «f  a  conaonat  at  our  breakfiHt,"  said  the  poet. 

**  I  oanaott**  said  J,  '*  call  to  miod  that  either  shaits  or  cormorantt,  thougfh  they  are  great 
lovers  of  human  flesh,  are  etuimerated  anoag  Cupid's  choice  votaries  i  but,  joUng  apart,  a 
good  appetite  is  a  real  hlesiiog,  and,  without  giving  offence,  I  think  I  may  veiitiire  to  say  we 
all  three  stand  upon  a  par  in  the  enjoyment  of  such.** 

Tha  sort  of  i^mpathy  between  the  purse  and  the  animal  spirits,  which  the  bard  had  so  ela- 
.^asately  defined,  seemed  likewise  to  exist  between  his  stomaeh  and  spirits,  inasmneh  as  after 
totakfiut  he  became  quite  a  different  man  to  what  he  had  been. 

Oor  meal  being  over,  we  resumed  our  journey,  and  had  jogged  on  some  considerable  way* 
when  Monday,  addressing  the  poet,  said,  **  Messmate,  I  hope  no  offence,  but  thus  much  must 
make  boU  to  say,  that  a  night  passed  at  hide*and-seek  on  shore  would  to  me  be  more  tiresoma 
than  taking  watch  and  watch  aboard  ship  for  a  whole  week  in  a  stiff  gale,  with  all  haiidf 
piped  upon  deck  once  or  twke  every  twdve^bours.** 

•  *^  tfe  "Who  angles  is  desirous  of  catching  fish,"  observed  the  bard,  smilhig  archly,  *■  but  if 
my  adventure  of  last  night,  or  indeed  my  whole  history,  can  afford  satisCsction  to  you,  signon^ 
JjmSm  ^eerfolly  enter  into  the  reUtioo.** 

r.  J^nday  and  I  now  stgnified  our  desire  of  hearing  the  poet's  story,  and  he  commenced  thus: 
**  (t  is  M^  ^  observation,  that  the  life  of  an  anther  rarely  affords  matter  worthy  of  record,  ami 
j|^Tg*r  the  lives  of  some  few,  as  that  of  the  immortal  Byron,  who  travelled  abroad  a  little,  ami 
lb(ft^  aeparated  from  his  wife,  which  made  him  the  prince  of  egotists,  may  form  an  eieeption 
1^  ||M:eorreetness  of  the  adage,  still  it  is  grounded  on  too  solid  a  basis  to  be  shaken  by  a  soli- 
tary case ;  bat  that  poverty  is  the  destined  lot  of  some  first-rate  men  of  genius,  is  proved  by 
XJlprpates,  Otway,  and  many  more  authors,  who  died  of  want  To  the  liberal-minded  it  will  be 
mf^tffr  of  indifference  who  were  my  parents,  or  what  was  my  pedigree,  for  such  know  that  tho 
mjltiynltt  discovers  no  difference  in  quality  or  colour,  between  the  blood  of  an  ardidnke  and. 
thgl  of.  a  meaner  pauper,  nor  even  between  that  of  a  despotic  sovereign  and  a  Uackamoer  t 
•either  eaa  the  chemist,  by  any  analysing  process,  find  the  one  to  be  richer  than  that  of  the- 
other.  It  follows,  then,  that  hereditary  titles  are  gross  frauds  on  the  public  and  must  ever  be 
aok  fior  they  cannot  be  made  to  change  the  nature  of  a  knave,  nor  brush  up  the  inteUeets  of  a 
|ipl;  Qfwertbeless  they  serve  as  grindstones  and  presses  to  crush  down,  and  extract  wealth. 
k$9^^  t|M.  great  mass  of  the  community.  After  receiving  a  good  education,  I  was  cast  penni- 
kt^  OB  the  world,  when,  instead  of  acting  a  prudent  part  by  following  the  businem  of  a  hus- 
)midm«n  or  a  cobbler,  it  was  my  misfortune  to  trust  for  a  livelihood  to  my  education  and 
Utomvy  taints,— ^things  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  juggling  of  authorship.  The 
aa^gjgitor  whose  vessel  has  ploughed  the  circumference  of  the  globe;  the  soldier  who  hat 
ssrvpd  a  Tew  campaigns,  and  the  traveller  who  has  visited  pestflential  regions  of  Africa,  meets 
.<lritti  posple  ready  to  sympathize  with  him  for  the  privations  and  sufferings  he  has  endured ; 
]bu^  alas }  the  poor  author,  whose  travels  extend  onJy  to  the  purlieus  of  the  town  of  his  resi- 
dence* «id  his  campaigns  to  his  bookseller's  house,  may  suffer  fifty  times  more  misery  and 
privaifon  than  these  (avoured  individuals,  and  yet  no  person  dreams  of  sympathlshig  with  hfan. 
For  my  part,  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  I  have  run  the  gauntlet  of  authorship.  I  have 
been  a  reviewer  of  books  which  1  have  read,  and  of  others  that  I  never  entertained  a  thought 
ef  j^emsing ;  yet  it  is  reviewers  who  decide  people  whether  to  patronise  or  consign  new  works 
to  oblivion ;  for  In  the  world  how  few  there  are  who  think  for  themselves !  I  have  been  the 
editor  of  a  Sunday  paper,  which  succeeded  proportionately  to  the  number  of  dreadful  acci- 
dents, police  examinations,  scandalous  reports,  and  obscene  puns  with  which  it  was  made  to 
abound.  I  have  had  my  brains  fine-drawn  by  writing  for  magazines,  and  I  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  spawning  forth  the  insiped  matter  of  a  court  jd^mal,  wherein  common  sense  is 
outraged  by  descriptions  of  court  droses,  and  statements  of  the  horses  with  which  overpaid 
princes  have  travelled  ;  as  also  by  the  on  ditt,  dinner  parties,  balls,  and  other  fulsome  reports, 
vamped  up  to  gratify  the  vitiated  taste  of  fashion.  But,  thank  Heaven,*'  added  the  poet, 
musingly,  "  I  have  not  very  often  been  guilty  of  the  last-named  meanness,  though  the  lesser  one 
of  puffery  was  a  fruitful  source  of  gain  to  me ;  and  of  all  trades  that  of  the  puffer  is  the  most 
excusable,  inasmuch  as,  more  or  less,*we  all  practise  it.  Puffing,  hio^«^^T«Sa«;«Tv«^\A^ 
great  length,  as  an  instance  o!  which  I  shall  qaote  from  some  ol  \)tie  ^fraroai^  ^«a  \\s^  ^^ 
eerUia  doctor'g  breakout  bacoik :-«        ' 


163  THE  ROMANCIST  AND  NOVELISTS  LIBRARY. 


CHAPTER    X. 

*'  The  piping  swaia  and  bleating  flock, 
Koond  throogh  the  woodi  from  rock  to  rock; 
Bat  Dot  a  whiiper  atira  the  ahade* 
Where  luiki  the  iniddioos  amboacade.** 

"  'Twill  aeem  thia  awfal  rout. 
And  ny  mind**  dread,  distreM,  and  doubt, 
Might  well  hare  icept  ma  wskefnl  tliere ; 
Kat  hard  fatigue  aleepa  anywhere. 
Nature'a  own  medicine  I  none  so  aorc 

For  the  miad'a  grief  aa  labour'a  cnve.*' 

• 

Aptir  the  poor  bard  bad  quitted  us,  Monday  commeoced  philosopbiziog  on  the  instabilfty  6( 
fortune  and  the  uncertainty  of  merit,  especially  literary  merit,  meeting  with  its  jnst  recom- 
pense; whcta  I,  having  acceded  to  the  justness  of  his  observations,  he  resumed  as  MIows  :— 
"  The  fair  sailor  can't  make  head  way  in  a  dead  calm,  nor  against  a  strong  current ;  but  stem 
is  the  thing  for  shooting  a-head  on  all  tacks,  against  all  tides,  and  in  all  weathers ;  *tEi  flm 
against  water,  and,  for  a  time,  carries  all  before  it.'* 

**  Monday,**  said  I,  "  what  In  the  name  of  wonder  can  steam  have  to  do  with  poetr3r  ?  Ike 
invention  has  not  yet  been  so  refined  upon  as  to  enable  it  to  inspire  the  pontic  hrain.'^Ll 
**  That's  the  point  I  am  steering  for ;  steam  Is  comparable  to  court  interest,  which  Is  a  smooth- 
»>tng  machine,  that  carries  all  before  it,  while  poetry,  d'ye  see,  is  a  plain  sailor,  nnable'to 
make  head  against  the  calm  of  contempt,  or  the  strong  current  of  prejudice.  But  stcanfi,  wfHi 
all  its  vast  power,  will  never  make  a  good  poem,  nor  the  good  poet  ever  be  sureof  meetfng  Ut 
just  reward.  In  all  things  else  chance  Is  the  predominating  deity ;  but  not  so  in  poetry,  Ibr 
here  the  hero  lAust  do  everything  himself,  while  in  war  he  is  one  of  the  party,  a  mere  depend- 
ant on  the  mercenaries  serving  beneath  him.** 

"  My  friend,  you  will  never  rise  in  favour  at  court  if  you  go  on  in  this  manner,**  now 
observed  I,  laughingly. — **  I  am  not  cut  and  fashioned  for  the  people  there,  nor  seasoned  for 
the  atmosphere,"  answered  my  secretary ;  then  resuming  the  old  subject,  he  said,  *•  Chanee» 
in  defiance  of  prudence,  application,  and  ability,  gives  the  victor}'  itv  battle,  causes  success  or 
failure  in  business ;  and  chance  it .  is  which  weathers  or  brings  shipwreck  in  the  storms  of 
life ;  but  did  chance  ever  yet  make  a  good  poet  ?  The  memory  of  one  great  poet  is  worth 
mare  than  that  of  all  the  butchers  of  war  that  ever  existed ;  for  what  were  these  last  hot 
devastators  and  murderers,  whose  sanguinary  acts  charity  would  wish  should  be  forgotten? 
And  what  was  the  former  but  a  benefactor,  whose  instructively  pleasing  works  are  bequeathed 
for  the  amusement  of  all  ages  ?  Yet,  alas !  such  is  the  inconsistency  of  the  world,  that  for  the 
human  butchers  statues  are  erected  even  in  his  own  time,  and  such  is  his  egotistical  van:ty,  that 
he  intrigues  with  and  sways  committee  men  to  erect  the  granite  pillar  while  he  is  living ;  'these 
pillars,  however,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  some  day  stand,  with  suitable  inscriptions,  as  mcmorhdt 
of  so  many  philosophers.  The  great  bard's  monument  is  his  own  sublime  work  of  the  imagl- 
natiou,  yet  statues  shall  be  erected  to  him  when  his  dust  hath  long  disappeared,  and  thns  wiU 
it  be  with  the  immortal  Byron,  the  bard  who  must  be  highly  honoured  in  future  ages,  and  la 
opes  when  Westminster  Abbey  and  Its  monuments  are  no  more." 

A  public  vehicle  now  overtook  us,  and  my  secretary  gladly  terminated  his  lecture  to  fiH  a 
seat  in  it ;  when,  without  any  memorable  occurrence,  we  continued  journeying  in  this  way 
until  we  arrived  in  safety  at  the  place  of  our  destination,  and  we  soon  got  housed  there  in  a 
comfortable  hotel.  Bologna  is  a  large  wealthy  city,  with  a  population  of  a  hundred  thousand 
souls,  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Appenines,  surrounded  by  walls,  forts,  and  ditches,  and  has 
a  dozen  gates.  The  city  has  the  credit  of  having  given  birth  to  many  famous  painters,  and  an 
innumerable  number  of  cardinals  and  popes. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  sojourned  some  weeks,  if  not  months,  in  this  venerable  city  ;  but 

after  a  stay  of  a  few  days,  my  valet,  to  whom  I  had  written  on  my  arrival,  came  posting  here 

with  m>' lu|y|U£»,<^^  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  tender  epistle  from  the  fair  duchess  of  my 

acauaiotif^    ^^tibich.  hha  notified  her  intentioti  of  vvsiting  Bologna,  and  prepared  me  \p 

mediate]}',  givjog  mc  to  undcT«laxiditv^\i^^Te\^\\\«^Vxi^^%VQr«rGi^^\!^ 
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would  serve  as  a  pretence  for  her  taking  the  journey,  but  that  her  real  motive  was  that  of 
placing  herself  under  my  protectioo,  for  that  she  found  life  a  burden  away  from  me.  "  Soho,** 
said  I,  soliloquizing  over  the  lovely  woman's  letter,  "  here  is  a  temptation  with  a  vengeance 
for  a  young  man  ;  yet  I,  who  could  slight  the  tender  overtures  of  the  banker*s  rich  widow, 
must  act  firmly  on  this  occasion,  and  not  embroil  myself  by  resuming  intimacy  with  this 
charming  duchess,  otherwise  her  penchant  will  be  her  ruin»  and  fix  the  fair  creature  on  my 
bands.  I  have  recommended  prudence  to  the  lovely  woman  as  a  shield  and  a  buckler,  there- 
fore I  will  arm  myself  with  the  god-like  quality,  and  by  quitting  the  site  of  danger,  evade  a 
temptation  which  I  might  not  be  able  to  resist,  and  which  is  greater  than  any  that  assailed 
M  St  Anthony." 

Having  formed  my  resolution,  I  summoned  Monday  to  my  presence,  and  signified  to  him 
my  intention  of  departing  that  same  day  on  our  journey  for  the  eternal  city,  as  Catholic 
priests  have  denominated  that  place  of  ruins,  whence  they  have  long  issued  their  edicts  for 
enslaving  the  minds  and  bodies  of  millions  who  dared  not  be  known  to  think  for  themselves, 
although  endowed  by  the  great  bestower  of  all  things  with  powers  of  mind  equal  to  those  of 
their  spider-like  enslavers.  My  secretary,  schooled  as  he  was  to  obedience,  yet  was  somewhat 
startled  by  the  avowal  of  my  sudden  resolve,  but  this  I  attributed  to  an  attachment  he  had 
fomed  to  a  little  Bologncse  brunette ;  however,  after  a  few  hems  and  a  sigh  or  two,  he  reso- 
lotely  declared  that  sailing  orders  must  be  obeyed,  and  posted  away  to  prepare  everything  for 
tbs  journey,  which  accordingly  we  commenccd,'and  even  proceeded  one  stage  of  it  that  da^'. 
Tlie  fbllowing  morning  we  started  betimes,  and  after  passing  through  several  Lombard  and 
Bomaa  cities  of  great  antiquity,  yet  now  of  little  consequence,  arrived  at  Ancona,  which  pos- 
MKCS  a  beautiful  and  convenient  harbour,  and  is  a  free  port.  The  population  of  this  cit^ 
aBounts  to  more  than  twenty  thousand  souls,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  governing  power  is  dis- 
played by  its  allowing  every  person  to  worship  the  Almighty  in  his  own  way,  without  persecu- 
tion or  extra  imposition  of  taxes,  which  is  rarely  done  by  governments  where  priests  hold 
mdiia  influence. 

From  Ancona,  where  we  tarried  several  days,  and  which  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
distant  from  Rome,  we  set  off  in  high  spirits  at  the  prospect  of  soon  reaching  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  Romans ;  nor  did  we  waste  time  anjrwhere  on  the  journey  until  we  came  to 
Loretta*  where  we  loitered  a  short  space  to  view  the  chapel  of  our  lady,  which  stands  in  the 
middle  of  a  church ;  but  neither  Monday  or  I  could  be  coaxed  by  the  clergy,  who  vend  it  in 
mall  packets  ready  for  the  purpose,  to  purchase  any  of  the  dust  of  the  holy  house,  said  to 
havo  been  brought  by  four  angels  from  Galilee  to  Tersato,  and  four  years  afterwards  to  Italy, 
by  Cbe  same  miraculous  conveyance,  when  all  the  neighbouring  trees,  flowers,  and  shrubs  most 
revtrentially  bowed  their  heads,  and  remained  in  that  lowly  posture  till  they  withered  and 
deeayed.  At  Temi,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  would  fain  have  persuaded  us  that  our  Saviour's 
heart  and  a  portion  of  his  blood  is  still  preserved  in  the  church  there,  but  this  was  a  lame  tale 
to  tell  to  two  experienced  seamen. 

We  had  nearly  passed  the  Appcnines,  and  were  looking  out  for  a  place  of  rest  at  Nam!, 
for  night  was  coming  on,  when  our  postillion,  apparently  in  a  great  fright,  exclaimed  that  he 
law  a  troop  of  banditti  approaching  from  a  place  of  ambuscade  behind  a  clump  of  trees,  and 
piesflntly  a  set  of  ferocious  fellows  galloped  up  and  surrounded  our  carriage,  one  of  them 
pointing  a  pistol  at  the  driver*s  head,  and  catling  upon  him  to  stop,  which  he  instantly  did. 

My  party  were  provided  with  loaded  pistols,  and  I,  jumping  out  of  the  carriage,  called 
npoo  Monday  and  my  valet  to  back  mc,  and  commenced  the  fight  by  bringing  one  of  the 
robbers  to  the  ground  with  a  pistol  ball  lodged  in  his  body.  But  these  sort  of  combats,  like 
aaost  others,  are  a  tumultuous  scene  of  confusion ;  and  all  I  can  remember  more  is,  that  I  saw 
mj  valet  cut  down  by  a  sabre  stroke,  when  almost  at  the  same  instant  I  myself  fell  by  -a 
smilar  wound,  which  rendered  me  incapable  of  knowing  more  of  passing  events. 

When  sense  was  restored  to  me,  the  first  circumstances  I  can  bring  to  mind  were,  that  I 
was  lying  stripped  of  all  my  habiliments,  except  my  linen  and  trowsers,  on  some  damp  and  dirty 
straw  spread  on  the  ground  at  a  corner  of  a  dismal  dungeon  of  solid  stone,  which  received 
no  more  light  than  what  found  its  way  through  two  iron  bars  at  the  top  of  the  dungeon.  Mv 
tfoand,  combined  with  the  dampness  of  the  place,  caused  me  to  tremble  with  Q(\ld^«sv&^«!^^ 
I  might,  for  I  had  no  other  covering  to  comfort  me  than  tY\e  tew  iViVck^  >Q.^TiTK^  \y^  «^^ 
ragged  hone-chtb.    I  lay  puzzling  myself  to  know^rYiai  aSV  Ie^ai  iea»a\\  i^x.  vi  v 
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were  my  senses*  that  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  dream,  till  presently,  being  .torment«Lby  an 
intolerable  headache  and  the  fever  of  thirst,  I  felt  over  my  head,  which  in  various  plants  wms 
clotted  with  blood,  and  then,  on  looking  about  me,  discovered  a  pitcher  of  water.  .Now  it 
was  that  I  began  to  come  to  a  true  sense  of  my  condition : — *'  I  have  been  pillaged  by  ban« 
ditti,*'  said  I ;  "  I  recollect  it  all." 

My  sensations  at  this  moment  were  frightful ;  but  though  I  had  been  initiated  in  a  USu  of 
pleasure,  I  had  also  been  schooled  to  bear  pain  and  trouble  ;  therefore  I  could  in  aone  mca« 
sure  balance  the  good  against  the  bad,  so  as  to  receive  visitations  of  fortune  as  things  of  course. 
I  felt  feeble  as  well  as  thirsty  and  in  pain,  bu^  from  my  water-jug  slaked  my  thirst,  which 
somewhat  comforted  my  frame ;  when  I  extended  myself  at  my  length  on  the  damp  straw, 
and  covered  my  frame  with  the  horse-cloth,  to  try  and  call  to  mind  what  had  happened.  It 
was  a  vain  task  ;— I  could  not  for  the  soul  of  me  recollect  how  I  received  my  wound ;  but  I 
was  like  a  man  who,  when  he  is  recovering  from  the  effects  of  a  concussion  of  the  brain,  comes 
last  to  a  sense  of  the  accident  by  which  it  befel  him. 

"  I  see  that  I  am  in  the  power  of  villains,**  thought  I,  as  I  called  to  mind  Captain  Quirorga 
and  his  mode  of  providing  for  prisoners ;  and  then  I  said,  soliloquising,  "  would  that  they  had 
left  me  to  linger  on  the  road  instead  of  bringing  me  to  this  dismal  dungeoua  for  the  worst 
would  be  over,  ^nd  I  should  have  no  more  to  apprehend  from  their  hostility ;  here,  howeyert 
have  I  been  brought,  that  they  may  glut  their  vengeance  on  my  person,  or  obtain  a  weighty 
sum  for  my  ransom.**  ^ 

After  musing  for  a  time,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  come  to  any  satisfactory  conclusioOt 
the  weakness  of  my  condition  occasioned  the  balmy  equalizer  of  mortality  to  overwhelm  me 
with  its  power.  How  long  I  remained  asleep  I  know  not,  but  I  awoke  in  consequence  of 
receiving  several  most  uncourteous  kicks  on  my  side ;  when  looking  from  under  the  horse-rug, 
I  discovered  a  ruffianly  fellow  standing  near  me.  **  Ah,  signer,  so  you  are  alive,  are  you  ?  **  said 
the  man,  grinning ;  '*  I  told  our  captain  there  was  too  much  metal  in  you  to  die  of  that  wound, 
else  doubtless  we  should  have  given  you  a  home  thrust  or  two,  and  left  your  body  near  the  road, 
where  some  good  Catholic  might  have  marked  the  place  of  your  death  by  a  cross  of  his  erec- 
tion."— "  I  admire  your  charity,"  replied  I :  "so  you  spare  a  man's  life  in  the  field,  to  shut  him 
up  in  a  dungeon,  where,  unassisted,  he  may  be  starved  to  death  or  die  of  his  wounds,  for 
what  you  care  J" — "  A  cool  berth  and  a  pitcher  of  clear  water  are  tilings  befitting  such  a  hot- 
brained  gentleman  as  you  arc.  But  hark'ee,  provided  you  wish  to  war  against  nature,  well 
send  a  doctor  to  plaster  up  your  head.  '* 

The  fellow,  I  perceived,  was  not  without  humour,  and  that  he  possessed  a  certain  portion 
of  good  nature,  therefore  T  ventured  to  question  him,  but  all  he  chose  to  say  was,  that  he 
would  go  and  procure  me  something  to  eat.  I  now  waited  in  suspense  for  nearly  an  hour, 
when  my  door  was  unbarred,  and  my  old  visitor  re-entered  my  dungeon,  and  bid  me  get  up 
and  follow  him,  provided  I  felt  inclined  to  eat.  This  I  did,  though  with  difficulty,  till  having 
entered  into  a  dilapidated  chamber,  in  which  was  some  broken  furniture,  he  told  me  to  ut 
down  i^while,  and  he  would  have  me  looked  to  and  provided  with  food. 

This  was  a  pleasing  communication,  and  I  had  not  been  long  seated  before  he  returned,. 
nccoinpanicd  by  a  club-footed,  dwarfish  young  man,  of  a  pleasing  physiognomy,  though  far 
from  ^ooc) -looking,  and  disfigured  by  a  profusion  of  lank  black  hair  hanging  over  his  shoul- 
ders. "  Jacobus,*'  said  my  old  gaoler  to  him,  **  while  I  am  away  at  the  stable,  do  you  esiamine 
and  dress  this  signer's  wound,  which  done,  supply  him  with  clothes,  and  give  him  some  soup 
With  a  little  bread  in  it." 

The  dwarf  having  signified  his  acquiescence  to  the  order,  my  gaoler  retired,  whistling  at 
he  went ;  when  the  little  man,  without  saying  one  word  to  me,  busied  himself  in  the  eqjoined 
task.  The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  bring  from  a  neighbouring  closet  the  things  necessary 
for  washing  and  examining  my  wound,  a  business  he  then  performed  with  tenderness  and  care, 
but  nut  a  word  was  uttered  by  either  of  us  while  he  was  so  engaged.  This  task  being  accom- 
plished, ho  revisited  the  closet  and  brought  several  old  coats  and  waistcoats  from  out  of  it, 
which  having  thrown  down,  he  drily  told  me  to  fit  myself.  It  was  no  time  for  ceremony, 
therefore  I  effected  this  task  in  the  best  manner  I  could,  and  consequently  soon  snt  clothed  in 
an  old  red  coat  and  a  black  waistcoat,  which  were  the  only  articles  of  clothing  I  could  find 
hrge  enough  to  thrust  my  body  into,  while,  after  all,  the  coat  fitted  me  like  a  strait  waist- 
V0at,     The  c  >«ad  a  strange  shyneat  about  bim,  and  tv^V^  Vw^k«d  isi  the  lane  oC 
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ma  he  addreited,  but  whose  manner  bad  hitherto  been  grave,  imil^  whea  he  beheld  tne 
imprisoned  in  the  scarlet  coat,  and  after  passiog  the  back  oC  his  hand  across  his  mouth, 
quaintly  remarked  that  it  was  a  tight  fit  111  and  mortified  as  I  felt,  ttill  the  aptmcss  of  the 
obaervation  touched  my  fancy,  and  looking  first  at  myself  and  then  at  the  little  object  before 
Be,  I  replied,  *'  Tight  as  a  laced  drum."—"  He  who  has  been  thirty-six  hours  without  food, 
■mat  needs  be  hungry,"  now  said  the  dwarf;  **  therefore  in  mercy  I  will  fetch  you  a  bason  of 
.  broth  before  I  clothe  your  legs  in  leather.'**  The  proposition  was  truly  acceptable,  for  the 
irolf  of  hunger  gnawed  at  my  stomach,  but  my  caterer  promptly  returned,  bringing  with  him 
a  baaoQ  of  soup  and  a  large  slioe  of  bread ;  when  saying  this  would  be  sufficient  for  a  man 
ia  my  state,  he  desired  me  to  eat  and  comfort  my  heart,  while  he  went  to  look  out  (or  a  pair 
of  boots  suitable  to  the  rest  of  my  habiliments.  Hunger  seasons  the  coarsest  food;  I  sipped 
up  aU  n^  soup  and  demolished  my  bread  in  such  quick  time,  that  they  had  disappeared 
before  the  dwarf  returned,  yet  he  speedily  came,  with  a  huge  pair  of  brown-topped  boots  in 
hJB  band.  '*  I  am  no  son  of  Crispin,**  said  he.  with  a  sly  grin,  while  he  handed  me  the  boots, 
<*  yet  this  I  will  take  on  me  to  say,  that  if  your  body  is  a  little  straitened  for  roonir  you  shall 
luive  no  cause  for  making  such  a  complaint  of  your  feet.  These  boots  formed  part  of  the 
iloek  in  trade  of  a  company  of  players,  and  were  made  for  an  overgrovm  follow,  who,  had  we 
ttol  put  his  pipe  ont,  was  to  have  performed  the  part  of  Goliah  before  some  cardinals  at  the 
carnival  at  Rome.**  I  felt  all  the  better  for  the  dressing  of  my  wound  and  the  food  I  had 
paitaken  o^  and  without  speaking  now  thrust  my  legs  into  the  boots,  for  no  pulling  was 
r«i|iiired  to  get  them  on.  ag  they  were  comparable  to  the  boots  of  a  fisherman,  much  larger 
tluui  me  in  the  kigi. 

Again  1  caught  the  dwarf  grinning  at  me,  when  smilingly  I  said,  that  he  ought  to  undergo 
Che  Jewish  rites  and  set  up  as  a  slopseller  at  a  sea-port,  where,  provided  he  could  bring  the 
laikirs  into  the  humour  of  being  rigged  out  in  the  way  he  had  rigged  me,  he  would  infallibly 
Moa  make  his  fortune. 

Prejudice  sways  the  mind  of  man.  My  speech  outraged  the  good  Catholic*s  feelings,  for 
though  he  was  one  of  a  band  of  robbers,  to  be  counselled  to  become  a  Jew  was  intolerable  to 
bim,  and  he  stared  at  me  with  wildness  in  his  looks,  till  presently,  crossing  himself  with 
fervour,  he  broke  hito  the  following  ejaculations :— **  What !  submit  to  the  Jewbh  rites, 
•od  beoome  a  Je.w  ?  By  Saint  Joseph,  the  husband  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  her  son  Saint 
Obh'a,  no  true  Catholic  was  ever  so  insulted  before.  A  Jew,  indeed !  By  the  Virgin,  where 
should  I  then  go  for  confession  ?  Who  would  grant  me  absolution  ?  A  Jew,  who  believes  not 
Jo  a  future  state,  and  whose  only  dream  of  hereafter  relates  to  the  resurrection  and  dancing 
•bout  of  a  pile  or  two  of  human  bones." 

Tis  bad  policy  to  trifle  with  a  man's  religious  feelings,  especially  when  you  arc  in  his 
power ;  therefore,  as  this  dwarf  chose  to  forget  that  Christ  was  a  Jew,  I  saw  no  sufficient 
reason  for  impressing  this  grand  truth  upon  him  ;  but  to  turn  the  conversation,  smilingly  said 
that  he  looked  too  honest  for  a  Jew.  Jacobus,  who  apparently  had  been  tutored  in  the  school 
of  secrecy,  was  now  silent,  but  I  could  see  that  he  contemplated  with  satisfaction  his  handy- 
work  in  clothing  me  in  the  fanciful  way  he  had.  However,  my  first  gaoler  returned  soon 
after  the  lost  discourse,  when  having  laughed  heartily  at  my  uncouth  figure,  he  threw  me  a 
blanket  from  the  closet ;  then  telling  me  to  keep  quiet  and  comfort  myself,  but  as  I  prixed 
my  existeoce  not  to  attempt  getting  away  from  the  chamber,  he,  t<^ethcr  with  the  dwarf, 
retired,  carefully  locking  and  bolting  the  room-door  behind  them. 

'*  Well,**  said  I,  when  left  to  my  reflections,  and  contemplating  my  figure,  "  there  is  comfort 
to  be  found  on  almost  all  occasions ;  for  example,  it  is  evident  the  banditti  don't  entertain  the 
design  of  sacrificing  me  to  their  vengeance,  as,  if  they  did,  they  would  not  have  troubled  them- 
•clves  to  clothe  me  in  the  mountebank  manner  they  have.  What  a  figure  I  cut !  Diana  Win- 
penny  herself,  were  she  alive  to  behold  him,  would  not  recognise  her  own  son.  I  suspect, 
though,  that  his  old  commander,  Lieutenant  Jones,  would  readily  know  his  opt  pupil  even  in 
this  disguine.*' 

Nobody  came  to  disturb  my  meditations,  so,  at  length,  wearied  out  by  them,  1  extended 
myself  on  a  cow-hide  which  happened  to  be  on  the  floor,  and  fell  asleep,  in  which  state  I 
remained  until  the  shades  of  night  had  darkened  my  prison  room.    Why  is  it  that  w\^\\\.^Vw^>aJA 
have  a  tendency  to  shade  the  mind  of  man  with  gloominess,  aa  VX  ^eV\%  \.\ve  YiwV^wwSin.  ^;«Va!s»' 
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is  m  qiMftkm  beitting  fhe  learned  to  dedde.  Night  maker  all  man's  difflealties  and  dangers 
appear  more  tenWIe  to  Urn.  Night  alee  givet  birth  to  gfaoeti  aod  hobgoblins  ;  and  whtt  I 
awoke,  which  I  did  before  day  daWned,  my  reilectiont  were  most  gloomy,  and  kept  me  awakb 
for  hoars;  aC'lehgtli,  however,  wearied  by  them,  I  M\  asleep  onee  more,  and  T ^ftodtlinied 
sleeping  nntil  the  unbarring  of  my  door  am»ke  lAe  from  a  ftighcfhl  dream.  "  Oh,  Jaoobns;  yo« 
are  a  most  welcome  rfsitor,'*  said  I,  on  seeing  the  dwarf  enter  with  a  bason  of  somethfag  lOMk- 
Ipg.  It  was  soup,  with  a  profusion  of  cabbage  and  a  moderate  allowance  of  bread  mhced  there-' 
in ;  but  never  have  I  enjoyed  a  break£Mt  more  than  I  did  this.— **  I  love  to  see  our  oookeiy 
done  Justice  to,  and  If  it  were  not  for  your  wound,  I  would  fetch  you  another  bason  of  soup,** 
said  Jacobus. — **  My  good  fellow,  run  and  feteh  it,"  exclaimed  I ;  **  by  my  soul,  it  wfll  be  doing 
me  a  great  service,**  -     ..  - 

The  obdurstte  dwarf  laughed  at  me,  and  replied,  that  the  doctor  knew  best  what  was  good 
for  hb  patient,  but,  for  his  part,  he  would  not  kill  me  with  kindness ;  when,  without  nora 
words,  he  withdrew,  lodging  and  bolthig  my  door.  I  had  now  abundant  time  left  me  for 
moralising,  for  the  whole  day  elapsed,  and  night  again  darkened  my  chamber,  wUhout  my 
being  revisited,  but  happily  the  fever  arising  from  my  wound  had  subsided,  and  I  wan 
tolerably  free  from  pain.  An  hour  after  nightfoO,  Jacobns  re-entered  my  room,  benring  « 
1ft  flambeaux.  The  sudden  glare  daisied  my  eyes.  **  Come,  arise,*  said  he  i  **  e«r  oaptaiii 
and  some  of  his  party  have  come  home,  and  he  has  sent  me  to  bring  you  before  theifa.^  "   " 

I  always  prefer  meeting  the  worst  to  a  tedious  anticipation  of  it,  therefore  I  yromi^^Wna& 
from  my  hunible  couch  to  follow  my  conductor,  who  led  me  across  a  yard,  and  thnNi(;li'ft 
stable,  when  we  entered  a  ruinous  old  place,  like  a  chapel,  lit  by  several  torrties,  and  a  blaAlg 
Are  at  the  remotest  end  of  the  room.  Five  ferocious  fellows,  each  armed  with  pistols  and  a 
sword,  sat  on  logs  of  wood  before  a  table  formed  of  loose  planks,  laid  on  two  tilted  casks ;  aAd 
on  this  a  large  piece  of  boiled  beef  and  a  dish  of  potatoes  were  srookfaig.  "  Sigtior,*  saM  Um 
chief  robber,  addressing  me,  "  I  am  not  sorry  to  see  yon  in  the  land  of  the  living ;  a  adblenitti» 
such  as  you  are,  must  pay  nobly  for  your  ransom,  or,  by  Saint  Donrinick,  we  shall  have  to 
make  an  autthde-ff  to  roast  your  body." — '*  You  are  mistaken ;  I  am  no  nobleman ;  indeed,  so 
for  from  being  one,  I  am  an  adventurer,  whose  career  has  been  of  the  daring  character  of  yonr 
own.''_*«  He,*  replied  the  chief,  <<  who  is  detected  hi  a  lie  here,  shall  be  stoned  as  was  Satat 
Stephen ;  therefore,  young  man,  be  cautious  what  you  say.  I  had  tidings  given  me  of  yow 
being  upon  the  road,  and  none  save  a  nobleman,  or  one  with  the  wealth  of  such,  could  lavish 
away  money  in  the  way  you  are  reported  to  do.** 

'*  Captain,  excuse  me,**  observed  I,  **  but  a  man  such  as  you  are  should  not  judge  of  others 
by  appearances.  The  world,  we  know,  are  the  dupes  of  thent*" — **  Come,  no  preaching;  you 
say  you  are  an  adventurer,  and  what  are  the  majority  of  noblemen  but  so  many  adventurers, 
upheld  by  phickbg  that  goose  called  the  public  ?"  There  is  nothing  like  humouring  the  man 
who  is  in  power,  and  when  he  jokes,  the  sign  is  a  good  one,  for  fow  men  are  of  the  dispoeitlon 
of  Nero,  who  committed  murders,  with  a  Joke  in  his  mouth  to  season  them.  Accordingly,  to 
humour  the  captain,  I  laughed  at  what  he  had  said,  tellhig  him  I  had  been  a  buccaneer* 

The  chief  knew  not  what  I  meant,  but  behig  a  religiouB  man,  who  rarely  spoke  without 
faivokiog  some  saint,  he  swore  by  Saint  Gregory  of  Naiiente— he,  he  said,  whose  wifo  brought 
forth  another  Saint  Gregory  of  Naziente,  that  I  was  as  comical  a  fellow  in  my  speech  as  in  my 
dress  $  which,  having  saki,  he  joined  with  his  comrades  in  a  boisterous  laugh  at  my  expense* 
and  then,  as  if  to  make  amends  for  the  indignity,  invited  me  to  make  one  at  his  board,  adding, 
that  when  the  meal  was  over,  he  would  hear  my  story,  and  decide  on  the  price  of  my  ran- 
som. 

.  The  state  of  my  appetite  made  this  an  acceptable  invitation,  and  having  thanked  the  cap* 
taSn,  I  lost  no  time  in  seating  myself  upon  a  log  of  wood,  which  my  friend  Jacobus  placed  for 
me  at  a  suitable  spot.  The  party  were  in  good  trim  for  eating,  and  we  soon  made  the  beef  a 
mere  shadow  of  what  it  was  when  we  commenced  upon  our  meal.  It  would,  however,  l>e 
remiss  not  to  mention  that  Jacobus,  who  officiated  as  cook  and  waiter,  more  than  once  took 
the  liberty  of  reminding  me  that  he  was  my  doctor,  and  it  was  his  desire  that  I  should  refrain 
from  taking  much  nourishment ;  while  of  the  wine,  of  which  a  large  well -filled  Jar  was  pro* 
vided,  he  positively  insisted  I  should  not  be  a  partaker ;  and  strange  to  say,  the  captain  declared 
Jto  miut  be  A^wJ  ah«Piifo|.fl  j  ^f^jsk  only  from  the  water  Jug, 
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M  9j  tlMilfii«  Mat  Daadahis^*  Mid  tlw  obief,  wbra 
m,  *^.  m$  have  fairly  danoUibed  Um  ronod  of  beef ;  and  neiTy  Jacobm,  my  boy,  briog  ui  cigan^ 
tlM4  4ee  May  p«ff  eare  away  wbfle  we  listen  to  thia  buccaneer  tignor^  itopy," 

-  .lHo  ilwsrfa  at  tbia  aanunooi,  prodaced  a  packet  of  cigan,  and*  wUbont  eeremony,  took  bto 
aetl  on  A  log  wiCb  tbe  rest  of  us,  wben  Captain  Manfieda  signiBed  hia  desire  that  I  should 
rqjuif^Bathe  relation  of  my  tale,  which,  accordingly,  I  did.  There  la  no  small  art  required 
In  n^ma»  giving  a  it  cc^ouring  to  his  history,  especially  when  be  has  played  pranks,  and  rou  it 
such  as  mine.     In  their  histories,  as  in  a  snit-at-law,  experienced  persons  make  truth 

rn  as  their  beacon,  that  is,  they  always  keep  it  in  view,  to  use  to  their  advantage  j  acoordp 
iagly,  1  kept  pretty  true  to  my  tale,  except  when  I  di^^uised  the  dreumatance  of  my  being 
wesilthy,  to  make  it  appear  that  I  was  still  an  adventurer,  dependent  on  his  own  exertions.  The 
banditti  langbed  heartily  at  certain  parts  of  my  history,  and  some  of  the  exploits  of  my  old 
bttcnaneering  companions  afforded  them  mudi'  gratification.  *<  By  Saint  Simon  the  foher» 
mnn»"  ^baerved  their  leader,  *'  those  buccaneers  the  signer  tells  of  were  a  noble  set  of  feUowi* 
They  lived  as  men  ought  to  do.  Their  lives  ftimish  a  pattern  worthy  of  being  followed.  I 
MQpelf  should  glory  in  being  the  oommander  of  a  crew  of  buccaneers,  who  sail  over  the  bounds 
ImiiCtoemm  ta  oapture  rich  merchant-vessels  sailing  to  and  fro  in  all  quarters.  ^ 

r:  She  elMef  questioned  me  pretty  dosely  touching  my  finances.  ^*  You  say,**  said  he^  "  that 
yon  baTe  loat  your  money.  If  so^  take  service  with  us ;  you  are  a  brave  man,  worthy  of  being 
in  mw  band.**—-**  I  might  do  so,  but  that  I  am  not  of  your  country ;  and  my  foreign  dialect, 
IWibiBed  with  the  broken  way  in  which  I  speak  your  language,  would  bring  the  chances  of 
war  iigainst  me,  so  that  when  you  all  escaped  your  pursuers,  I  might  be  detected,  and  have 
my  Mck  bnwight  to  tiie  halter.**  **  By  Saint  Antony,  there  is  reason  in  what  you  say  ;  w«^ 
hmrever,  cannot  lot  a  man  like  jrou  free  without  ransom ;  you  yourself  your  friend  who 
enaped  us,  and  your  Ibol  of  a  servant,  whom  we  left  to  die  of  his  wounds  by  the  roadside^ 
iMtmeen  yon  all,  have  wounded  four  of  my  party.  liVliat,  then,  am  I  to  do  to  satisfy  these 
wounded  men,  let  me  ask  ?" — **  The  fortune  of  war,  noble  captain,  is  various,  and  not  to  be 
averted ;  one  man  gets  a  wooden  leg.  another  a  purse  of  money ;  but  the  brave  can  be  gene* 
ie«a;  therefore  let  me  propose  to  you  to  liberate  me  on  my  parole,  and  I  wSl  pledge  myself  te 
net  ft  yen,  or  who  you  may  appoint,  on  a  given  day,  say  a  fortnight  hence,  to  deliver  royatlf 
«p  en  frilnre  of  paying  any  reasooable  sum  you  may  fix  upon  as  my  ransom  money."—"  And 
hem  are  you  to  obtain  this  money  ?*'  asked  tbe  chiet  '*  How  is  a  man  without  resources  te 
make  himself  master  of  a  round  sum  ?  You  say  you  have  lost  your  all  by  our  capture  of  you,** 
— **  I  shall  meet  with  old  acquaintances ;  there  are  many  such  in  Rome,  who  will  either  lend 
ne  money,  or  else  join  with  me  in  achieving  adventures  by  means  of  which  It  may  be  obtained  ; 
for  noble  captain,  as  you  know  by  my  story,  I  am  a  man  who  can  work  his  own  way." 

The  captain  smiled,  and,  turning  to  bis  comrades,  said,  **  By  the  Apostle  Paul,  the  man 
Veaks  lair  i  shall  we  admit  bim  on  parole  ?  Shall  we  let  him  go  at  large  in  home  for  a  week 
or  two,  to  gather  together  a  thousand  ducats  for  ransom-money,  as,  d*ye  see,  comradea,  we 
liave  taken  the  poor  devirs  all  ?**  The  four  bandits  whispered  among  themselves,  after  hearing 
their  captain's  proposition,  and,  to  own  the  troth,  I  augured  no  good  from  their  manner. 

**  He  it  was  wounded  Jacques,"  after  a  time  obser«ed  the  surliest-looking  fellow  of  tbe 
Jterty.  *'  He  is  a  very  devil  in  fight,**  said  a  second.  **  Come,  comrades,'*  said  the  captain, 
ee  perceivings  the  indecision  of  hi^  followers,  "  you  know  that  I  rarely  am  an  advocate  for 
jpering  man's  life,  for,  as  tbe  saying  goes,  the  dead  tell  no  tales  ;  but,  comrades,  we  should 
beer  in  mind  that  this  is  a  brave  fellow,  who,  though  not  a  bandit,  baa  been  of  a  professioa 
nearly  akin  to  it — he  has  borne  arms  as  a  buccaneer,  which,  it  seems,  is  what  we  call  m 
eonair;  and  he  cannot  escape,  though  we  let  him  go  free  in  Rome ;  therefore,  all  things  con- 
sidered, by  Saint  Bamabus,  I  am  for  giving  him  a  fair  trial ;  a  fortnight's  graoe  on  his  parole, 
then  to  pay  us  a  thousand  ducats,  or  become  one  of  us.** 

The  captain's  pleasure  was  acceded  to  by  his  followers,  nevertheless  I  could  perceive  that 
their  assent  to  his  proposition  was  not  given  with  much  cordiality.  It  was  now  resolved  that  I 
sbonld  be  permitted  to  depart  on  the  following  day,  after  having  been  sworn  to  tbe  performance 
ef  certain  conditions ;  and  the  bandits,  who  it  appeared  had  been  abroad  for  several  sne- 
cessive  nights  on  the  dangerous  business  of  their  trader  and  were  deairoua  nC  it^v^tvui^^ftK 
doeks  upon  bullocks*-hJdef  on  the  room-floor,  aad  pttpaied  t\ifemMi\<«ea  !<»  >Ait  toN%.  I&mb^ 
wUk  Jaeobas,  by  tbe  cbiePB  order,  recoDdactcd  me  to  m^  «Ml  c\MSiAwt,^iVA!t«^  V^ 
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aUittiont  ammg  whom  he  Uved ;  but  that  dr«n  aA^rdtd  no  ciitarioa  lago  byt  m  aefom  and 
impostors  suited  their  clothes  to  the  port  they  had  to  play.** 

'*  fixactlgr  so^V  n^oiiMsd  the  Israelite.  "  This  it  U  maizes  ne  beliete  you  to  be  no  other 
than  »  searamotteh." 

I  ooaLd  not  refrain  laughing  ^t  the  opinion  which  the  Jew  had  formed  of  oe  firom  my 
dreas.  **  By  Saint  Judas,*  said  I,  **  it  is  well  for  you  that  I  am  not  a  proud  Spaniard,  n  hot 
Welchman,  or  a  quarrelsome  Irishman,  or  I  might  teach  you  a  way  of  dancing  without  music 
lor  having  pMsnmed  to  call  me  a  searamottch.". 

The  Israelite  either  was>  or  affected  to  he,  surprised  at  Judas  having  got  hunself  canonized* 
and  looking  archly  at  me  he  inquired  if  it  were  Judas  Iscariot  that  I  meant  ^  for  if  so,  it  must 
have  been  the  doing  of  Pope  Sixtus^  who  waa  elected  to  the- papal  chair  because  he  was  weak 
in  hiteOeet«  *<  The  saints,**  answered  I,  *'  served  old  companions  of  mine  to  swear  by,  but 
whether  they  kept  a  roster  of  them,  or  knew  anything  of  their  surnames,  are  questions  I 
never  asked** 
.  "  And  who  are  these  companions  of  yours  ?  Wero  they  merry*  Andrews  and  actors  T  asked 
he^  with  apparent  carelessness^ 

'*  lam  not  at  confession,  signer  pork*hater/'  said  I,  "  therefore  what  you  glean  from  ray 
allusions  ia  all  you  shall  get  from  me." 

<  "  Pock^hateft'*  muttered  my  companion,  aa  he  walked  along,  and  then,  after  whistling 
for  a  time,  he  told  me  as  a  secret,  that  a  terrible  set  of  banditti  frequented  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  once  robbed  and  detained  him  prisoner  for  a  time,  when  having  given  this  informa- 
tion, he  asked  me  whether  I  had  ever  fallen  in  with  them. 

The  son  of  Diana  Winpenny  was  too  wary  to  make  a  stranger  Jew  his  confidant,  therefore 
be  professed  ignorance  of  this  banditti,  and  asked  eome  idle  questions  concerning  them,  te 
which  the  Hebrew  laughingly  replied  that  I  need  be  under  no  apprehension  for  my  safety,  as  no 
robbers  would  think  of  molestfng  a  gendeman  of  my  appearance.  **  But  probably,**  added 
he,  casting  a  significant  glance  at  my  raiment,  *•  the  police  of  the  city  you  are  going  to  may 
not  be  quite  so  complaisant.'* 

After  thia  my  Hebrew  companion  treated  me  to  wfaie  and  cakei^  and  a  cabaret  on  the  road- 
side, and  rather  perseveringly  sifted  me  for  mformation  regarding  myself;  but  I  was  cautious 
and  said  nothing,  save  what  was  foreign  to  the  truth;  when,  after  esptunally  recommending 
me  to  put  up  at  a  certain  lodging-house  of  which  he  named  the  landkwd,  and  sabring  his  own 
name  was  siiia,  and  that  he  shouki  shortly  pay  me  a  visit,  he  bid  me  adieu  at  a  branch  road 
we  came  to,  and  turned  away,  saying  he  had  business  to  transact  at  a  neighbouring  village. 

It  was  dusk  when  I  entered  the  eternal  city,  but  though  a  stranger,  with  only  a  small 
trifle  of  money  in  my  pocket,  I  deemed  it  best  not  to  make  use  of  the  Jean's  name  by  going  to 
the  lodging-house  of  his  recommending ;  therefore,  being  faint' and  weary,  I  came  to  a  halt  at 
the  first  cabaret  in  my  way.  Here  the  widow  woman,  my  landlady,  apparently  was  much  of  the 
same  opinion  regarding  my  profession  aa  the  Jew  had  expressed  himself  to.  be ;  but  although 
scaramouches  might  serve  to  amuse  her  by  their  exploits  on  the  stagey  she  certainly  did  not 
approve  of  such  people  as  iomates  of  her  honse ;  or,  at  least,  until  she  had  ascertained  they 
possessed  the  means  of  discharging  their  reckoning ;  of  which  delicate  sensibility  towards  her 
own  interests  the  lady  gave  me  so  many  intelligible  hinU  before  she  thought  proper  to  parade 
anythii^  in  the  eating  way,  that  at  last,  to  satisfy  her  scruple  and  thereby  gratify  my  appetite, 
I  fonnd  it  necessary  to  let  her  see  the  pieoea  of  money  with  which  Jacobus  had  fiir- 
nisbed  me. 

fi»i  The  sight  of  my  coins  produced  a  magical  effect  on  my  hostess.  She  was  now  trouble- 
somely  affable  and  kind,  and  cheerfully  ransacked  her  laider  to  gratify  my  palate,  and  this 
I  did  extremely  to  my  satisfaction  i  when,  as  a  suitable  accompaniment  to  a  hearty  meal,  I 
enjoyed  a  bottle  of  the  wine  of  Italy,  and  then  retired  to  the  comforte  of  a  bed,  which  though 
a  bad  one  contrasted  with  my  late  miserable  couch,  vns  to  me  a  bed  of  down. 

After  an  excellent  night*s  repose,  and  being  iurther  refreshed  with  a  cup  of  coffee  in  the 
morniog,  I  proceeded  to  the  postmffioe;  where  fortunately,  when  at  Bologna,,!  had  ordered 
my  banker  to  send  me  a  letter  of  credit  on  hie  correspondent  in  Rome^  and  I  had  now  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  this  letter  awaited  me.  But  the  step  I  had  taken  was  a  prudent  one, 
inasmuch  as  great  gangs  of  banditti  swarmed  throughout  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Iuly,^and 
kept  up  so  good  an  understanding  with  couriers  and  even  innkeepers  on  the  roads,  that  many 
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of  the  wealthiest  travellers  got  pillaged  by  them,  and  not  unfrequently  an  unfortunate  gen- 
tleman was  murdered,  especially  when  resistance  was  offered  against  the  attack  of  these 
fcrmidable  outlaws.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  precaution,  I  had  dispatched  my  heavy 
luggage  for  this  capital  by  the  common  rouiage  of  the  country,  and  the  banker  now  informed 
me  of  its  having  arrived,  and  also  that  Monday  was  in  Rome,  quite  well,  but  most  anxious 
fir  my  fate.  Having  obtained  my  secretary's  address,  I  hastened  away  to  find  him,  and  truly 
rejoiced  was  he  to  see  me,  whom^he  feared  to  be  among  those  only  that  have  been.  According 
to  his  account,  he  quitted  not  the  field  of  warfare  untii  my  valet  and  I  were  both  lying,  as  he 
believed,  dead;  when  considering  valour  unavailing,  he  jumped  upon  the  fallen  bandit's  horse> 
and  galloped  away  from  Manfreda*s  gang,  happily  to  reach  Rome  in  safety. 

Betimes  next  morning  I  proceeded  to  find  the  residence  of  Signer  Ambrose.  This  tavern- 
keeper  was  well  known,  otherwise,  from  the  vagueness  of  the  direction  given  me  and  the 
many  markets  here*  I  might  have  been  puzzled  to  find  his  house.  Boniface  was  standing  at 
his  street  door  when  I  made  my  appearance,  and  to  him  I  addressed  my  inquiries  concerning 
himself.  He  was  a  remarkable  man  to£bchold ;  among  other  peculiarities,  having  a  vast 
protuberance  of  body,  supported  on  spindle  shanks,  and  his  nose  was  the  very  counterpart  of 
that  of  Falstaff's  friend,  I3ardolph.  The  landlord  looked  archly  at  me  for  some  seconds,  whea 
relaxing  his  features  into  a  submissive  smile,  he  said  he  had  the  honour  of  being  the  individual 
I  sought  after,  and  my  most  obedient  humble  servant  to  boot.  There  was  an  indescribable  some- 
thing in  the  man's  appearance  and  manner,  of  a  nature  to  provoke  laughter  even  in  the- 
gravest  person ;  I,  however,  checked  my  rising  inclination  to  indulge  in  this  passion,  while  in  a 
half  whisper  I  communicated  to  Signor  Ambrose  all  that  was  necessary  to  be  known  to  him». 
and  gave  my  card  of  address.  The  landlord}  started  on  learning  who  I  was,  till  suddenly 
reoonecting  himself  he  gently  pushed  ms  away  from  a  window  at  which  we  were  standing, 
while  impetuously  exclaiming,  **  Away,  signor,  away,  and  hide  thyself  in  tby  lodging  till  thoa 
aaest  nie»  for  a  strange  event  has  happened,  and  Carl  the  bandit  is  now  in  my  house  inquiring. 
after  thee." 

It  was  evident  from  the  landlord's  manner  that  I  was  sought  after  with  no  benevolent 
intention ;  while,  on  my  side,  I  felt  far  from  desirous  of  meeting  with  my  old  gaoler,  Cari  ;. 
tkerefore  I  readily  profited  by  the  advice]  given,  and  without  wasting  words  in  idle  speech, 
tcmed  my  steps  from  Signor  Ambrose's  house  to  make  the  best  of  my  way  home ;  yet, 
tbongh  I  hurried  along  at  a  quick  pace,  I  kept  puzzling  my  brains  to  think  what  could  have 
happened  to  create  this  stir  after  me.  *'  These  thieves  are  a  restless,  suspicious  set  of 
laanls,"  thought  I ;  *<  no  doubt  they  want  to  touch  my  ransom  money  before  the  stipulated 
thne ;  happily,  however,  there  are  two  parties  of  us  concerned  in  this  bargain,  and  by  my 
credit  aa  an  old  buccaneer,  it  shall  go  hard  with  me  ere  I  sufier  myself  to  become  their  victim 
a  leeond  time." 

I  got  safe  home,  and  soon  alter,  as  I  sat  at  my  window,  ruminating  on  what  the  landlord 
had  said,  I  spied  out,  passing  along  the  street,  one  of  the  most  notorious  of  the  old  Genoa 
gambling  fraternity  ;  when,  pleased  at  the  opportunity  for  gaining  a  partisan,  who,  for  pecu* 
niary  advantage,  might  be  depended  on  in  any  desperate  service,  I  dispatched  a  servant 
after  him. 

Monsieur  le  Baron  San  Lucas,  for  this  was  his  high-sounding  title,  expressed  considerable 
joy  at  our  meeting,  and  after  a  little  conversation,  by  which  I  discovered  that  the  jade  fortune 
had  of  late  treated  the  noble  baron  most  scurvily,  I  prevailed  on  him  to  stay  dinner  with  me  > 
when,  at  our  meal,  he  made  known  that  the  bigamist  and  several  more  of  our  Genoa  gaming  so* 
eiety  were  at  this  time  in  Rome.  After  passing  a  few  hours  with  me  and  borrowing  a  few  pieces- 
from  my  purse,  the  noble  baron  took  his  leave  for  the  night,  and  soon  after  midnight,  when  I 
had  retired  to  my  bed,  who  should  enter  my  chamber  but  honest  Jacobus.  I  was  so  much 
surprised  at  seeing  the  dwarf,  that  I  shut  and  re-opened  my  eyes  to  be  satisfied  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  my  vision ;  and  when  the  servant  who  introduced  him  had  withdrawn,  and  Jacobus 
closed  the  door  after  him,  he  thus  addressed  me  :— **  You  seem  to  be  much  at  your  ease  here, 
signor,  wallowing  away  the  night  in  a  bed  of  down,  and  no  doubt  you  find  it  more  agreeable 
than  a  cow.hide  couch,  such  as  we  accommodated  you  with  in  the  old  castle ;  but  fortune  is 
apt  to  smile,  when  she  has  tried  our  patience  with  her  frowns." 
fc  ,  "  My  good  fricDd,''  exclaimed  I,  interrupting  the  dwai^  "  \«j\kaX.  vo^  \>si^i«m«i  ^\\«fts«a. 
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has  lnt>aght  ymt  here  ?    How  is  it  too  have  contrived  to  quit  the  gang  of  bandits  ?   Hare  jmi 
fled  from  them,  or  are  you  employed  here  on  some  service  of  theirs?" 

**  Softly,**  rejoined  he,  *'  speak  softly,  signor,  for  doors  are  no  security  'agdnst  the  passage 
of  aerial  spirits  and  human  sounds ;  white  who  knows  what  inquisitife  people  may  be  near  ?~ 

I  felt  the  force  of  Jacobus's  remarl(,  and  in  hatf  whisper  requested  of  him  to  seat  himself 
on  my  bed,  and  in  a  low  voice  tell  me  his  tale.  He  seated  himself  accordingly,  and  commnni* 
cated  the  circumstance  of  the  bandits  tiaving  captured  and  imprisoned  a  noble  count  and  his 
beautiful  daughter,  whom,  he  said,  it  would  be  a  glorious  action  to  get  extricated  from  their 
power,  OS  Manfreda  had  taken  a  liking  to  the  young  lady,  who,  but  for  some  friendly  aisistanoe^ 
never  would  get  spotless  from  where  he  held  sway. 

«*  Wetl,"  said  I,  "how  happens  it  that  you,  one  of  the  robbers,  should  be  so  deeply  in- 
terested for  this  unfbrtonate  fair  one  ?" — **  I  am  their  ambassador,"  rejoined  hoj  smfling';  **the 
count,  her  father,  offers  an  immense  sum  as  ransom  money,  if  I  find  brave  men  to  liberate  bim 
and  his  beloved  child.'* 

In  addition  to  this,  the  dwarf  gave  me  to  understand  that  Mimfreda  had  become  suspidoua  of 
me,  and  sundry  schemes  had  been  laid  for  trying  the  sincerity  of  my  promises  to  the  bandits ; 
one  of  which  was  that  of  habiting  a  man  of  theirs  in  the  garb  of  a  Jew,  and  employing  him  to 
travel  with  me,  who  was  to  blow  out  my  brains  if,  on  sifting  me,  he  discovered  treachery 
towards  them.  Happily,  however,  he  remarked,  by  my  courteous  discourse  I  had  escaped 
this  great  snare,  and  by  not  going  to  the  inn  which  this  person  recommended,  fortunately  got 
housed  where  my  enemies  had  not  as-  yet  succt-eded  in  tracing  me  out,  although  Cari  was 
now  in  Rome  for  that  purpose. 

I  thanked  the  good  dwarf  for  the  friendly  service  he  had  rendered,  and  assured  him  it 
should  not  be  my  fault  if  he  ever  had  cause  to  repent  of  trusting  to  my  honour  and  gratitude; 
and  I  inquired  whether  Ambrose  was  a  man  with  whom  a  knowledge  of  my  plaoe  and  abode 
was  likely  fo  be  attended  with  danger.  In  reply,  the  dwarf  informed  me  that  Ambrose  had 
married  a  cousin  of  his,  and  was  in  ever}'  respect  to  be  relied  upon  ;  nevertheless,  on  taking 
leave,  he  added  that  benefits  raise  esteem,  and  it  would  be  advisable  for  me  to  lose  no  time  in 
making  him  a  present,  as,  in  all  likelihood,  services  of  his  might  be  turned  to  a  good  aecount. 

Baron  San  Lucas  by  appointment  came  to  breakftist  with  me,  when  he  appeared  8ome> 
what  dispirited,  which  I  justly  attributed  to  his  having  gamed  away  overnight  the  money 
which  he  borrowed  from  me.  But  I  kept  him  with  me  the  whole  day,  the  better  to  discuss 
matters,  and  secured  a  bed  at  my  hotel  for  him  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  proceed  to 
business,  should  anything  arise  from  Jacobus's  next  visit  to  require  his  immediate  services. 
AYhcn  the  hour  of  midnight  approached,  my  companion  proceeded  to  his  chamber,  while  in  mine 
I  awaited  the  dwarfs  arrival,  and  he  come  punctual  to  his  time,  but  to  my  surprise,  disguised 
in^fcmnlc  attire,  which  trailed  upon  the  floor,  serving  to  hide  his  club  foot. 

"  We  are  environed  by  enemies,  otherwise  I  should  not  visit  you  in  this  feminine  g^arb,** 
said  Jacobus,  after  having  fastened  the  door ;  *'  howsoever,"  added  he,  smiling,  **  where  to 
effect  good  is  the  object,  surely  there  can  be  no  great  stigma  attached  to  the  assumption  of  a 
disgui<^." — "  My  worthy  friend,"  replied  I,  "you  have  assumed  the  dress  of  an  angel,  bnt 
what  is  of  infinite  importance,  you  are  acting  tlic  part  of  a  guardian  ani^el  towards,  n^e." 

Jacobus  now  smilingly  observed  that  it  would  be  well  for  mankind  if  all  that  wore  petticoats 
partook  of  the  angelic  character,  as  then  the  world  would  be  a  scene  of  infinite  more  harmony 
than  it  was.  We  now  entered  upon  the  subject  nearest  Jacobus's  heart,  and  I  avowed  my 
readiness  to  undertake,  if  feasible  means  could  be  devised  for  accomplishing  so  desired  an 
object,  the  liberation  of  the  count  and  his  daughter,  even  though  at  great  personal  peril. 
^  The  dwarf  signified  his  approbation  of  my  resolution,  telling  me  he  expected  no  less  from  a 
cavalier  of  my  courageous  character,  and  inquired  how  many  associates  I  could  muster,  of 
assured  fidelity,  resolution,  activity,  and  strength.  Having  satisfied  his  inquiries,  and  after- 
wards  perceiving  him  somewhat  meditative  and,  as  I  thought,  undecided,  the  idea  struck  me 
that  he  might  deem  our  means  inadequate  to  the  proposed  end  ;  wherefore  I  questioned  him  to 
know  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  apply  to  the  public  authorities  of  the  city,  to  obtain 
their  sanction  and  assistance  to  destroy  Manfreda's  band. 

The  dwarf  laughed  at  the  question,  and  told  me  I  should  never  have  dreamt  of  the 
Baggmtioa  Jbadm**^^^'  f  ^oew.  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  the  magistracy  or  the  police  of 


•  • 


afttMowa  CM'.-itNiMiw  wuxBfsma.  179 


Mnifreda»  who  MM  4hMQ»lfti^fiiporttMk  to  bUibootf ;.  aod^incokHw  gftVA  me  to  iiodoMtaMd, 
ttwftoboiM  t  ley «  etefteMoat  of  ]ir^ocied  pluaa  aBamei  tbo  booiUtti  Mvo  tbe  naguiMbes 
ImMi  iho  eome^neaoe^  «io«ld  bo  tbeir  .being  laede.aoqeiiittted  wiiii  the  em^^oDd  my  rftew^ 
MtkNkr  Tke  dvvevf  ftifthepflUlod  tiiefc.ho  bad  beea  sent  te  by  4)U  i«|rtww>  aai  ^oubl  loore 
BMBOid  e»  eorly  hoor  of  Um  mofoiag  to  nj/nik  tbo  beaditti;  ivbtle  tbat,  as  Gatl»  fson  tbe 
■ooMeatel  okooasslanee  of  ny  net  hwvm  engasnd  a  lodging  jqmU;  but  gono  to  Ibttot  a 
friend^badiiol eoooeedod  in  dleoovciing aae ;  in  ail  larobobtlilj  bo  ewold  bo  roealled  m  tbe 
ooMie  ofa  day  or  two.  Maaiwhile  Im  caatkand  eee  to^oep  nyaelf  .elaie  hid  up  end  get  my 
partlseiit  reedy,  anned  wilb  good  pi^ls  and  enords^  so  tbaik  .on  bearing  iroaa  hini  wbicb  I 
nsigbieapeettotiola  a  fear  days,  byitlM  post  of  tbo  ooaalay*  vlifeb  be  doeased  t^  eefcst  cab- 
»ayeaMe»  I  end  «y>  party  ebonid  bo  pvepand  to  stent  on  ot»  bold  eotoifdse»  ia.tvfaataier.iiliy 
ka  m^htpeint  oal  i»Me  4ettor. 

I  iras  sonewhat  surprised  at*  tbe  dwarfs  ao  loagsr  aneiling  bimseU  of  tbaaeraiaeaof  .bta 
Maeaiaa,  to whon,  inooaipllaaoe  wtib •bje bias^  1  bedlareasnitted » pooaaieqr toboft  of  mj 
fKMMifp,  atid  I  now  ashed  wbether  In  wa»  dublaaa  of  tbo  bisdiovd's  ldldiS^  Jaaobas, 
howavct,  thoroughly  saMsflsd  my  mfcid  oo>  tbia4nad»  by^  answotiogtfaat.be  bad  ao^geanada 
of  easpidoB,  bat  pmdenee  wMspoMd  hbo.  aot  to  piase  aaaeeesseey  confidonce  in  maa  or 
woman  ITie  asore  eifeetaaiJy  to  goofd  against,  any  adstake  fai  theiaseoutko  of  osK-snbar- 
prises  fvowtfoaght  Beeoo  Ssb  Luces  ioioaBy  chamber' aad  mtaodaaedban  t».i«Bobtts, 
wbettan  explaoatioB'of  everything  re^iaito  to  bo  donoweo  entered  ki*a;.ead  as  I*  aeeonl« 
log  to  the  custom  of  voyal  personeges  ead  nolarioue  eharpen»  when,  en  their  Sraiela  iBct^mio, 
had  taken  Mm  preceutlon  of  assamtng  another^,  aame  oaaeniing  ksr%  .it  waa  arvaagedthat 
toy  lotter  of  goidanee  shoald  bo  addwssed  to  ase  by  tbia  asy  asm  ds^iaenM..  At^ho  seme 
tfme,  fbr  the  satisftotion  of  all  pardee,  it  was  near  agfoed  aa.  tibal,  in  the  event  of  oar 
naking  a  priso  of  any  part  or  all  Hw  bandif  s  tctaania^  every  peraon  oonoemed  ba  tbo  enter- 
prise, tim  dwarf  Ineluded,  should  have  en  e%uol  sham  of  tbe  spoB.  Every  preliminary  man- 
anre  hoeing  been  fixed  upon.  Jacobus,  eftse  wisbiag  me  sm  egaeeabl%  Ibougka  short  uopeieen- 
nettt  in  the  castle  of  plenty,  ^ook  hIadepaKare,  laaatag  Urn  banm  extimaely  eetoaislmd  at 
Hhe  dddlty  of  his  character  and  strangooeas  of 
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-  Room  !  «ba  elly  llMft  m  tag 
|Uig»*d  abtohMe,  th«  mi*trMS  of  tb«  tiorld^ 
Rome  1  the  dty  where  the  Gaa1« 
Satered  at  mia-iiM  fbroMb  b»v  «pw»  aets*» 
Aad  thxaogb  her  stieeu  ailent  «Bd  deeoUte 
Marching  to  tUy,  thonght  they  iaw  (oda,  aotnen ;/ 
Tbe^ity  that  by  cenpaaBaor»  fmiimide» 
And  leva  of  s4aiTft  towered  above  tbe  doudi. 
Then  fell." 

As  I  could  not  indulge  luyself  in  walking  about  Rome,  I  occaslonsUy  went  abroad  in  a 

dose  carriage,  when  I  could  not  fail  being  astonished  at  beholding  the  (Uthinen  of  the  eternal 

dty,  about  one  third  of  which  Is  thinly  inhabited,  the  remainder  being  used  for  garden  gromds 

or  retired  villas.     Four  or  five  handsome  streets  are  all  this  renowned  city  can  boast  of,  and 

these,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  Corso,  are  never  deansed,  save  by  tbe  wind- end 

rain.     The  numerous  temples,  aqueducts,  and*.  I    ftless  ruins  of  magnificent  buiWIngs,  speak 

of  the  might  and  grandeur  of  ancient  Rome ;  but,  after  all,  the  numerous  rich  churches  and 

the  superabundant  number  of  palaces,  contrasted  to  the  poverty  of  the  people,  so  strongly 

denote  the  imbecility  of  the  papal  government  that  I  felt  no  surprise  at  the  population  being 

now  diminished  to  one  twenty- fifth  of  its  former  number.     Indeed,  the  wonder  is,  how  any 

considerable  population  should  remain  in  a  city,   where  the  ftindamcntal  principle  of  giving 

people  plenty  to  eat,  that  they  may  increase  and  multiply,  is  absolutely  violated — where  tbo 

governing  power  monopolise  and  tax  the  grain,  where  industry  is  deemed  a  crime— -and  In 

which  the  shops  are  shut  three  or  four  times  a  day  for  prayers  in  church,  or  the  shopmen  to 

amuse  themselves  in  theatres. 

i     Diabolical  cunning  and  hypocrisy  impose  their  heavy  yoke  here,  and  Rome  is  the  duBest 

of  cities  except  in  tbe  carnival  time,  when  balls,  horse-racing,  and  religious  spectacle' 
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toUraM,  while  49  mk»  the  rMnlttiioe  €0«|iitai  Iba  lottwjrii^dmwih  Aadl«o^jdi«^ 
pookcRt-tf  the  lewer  daiate  theft  eely  belf-Ahe  neeetMU7<|nentkr  oC  bteeAoMi  be  i^istoftAiby 
thee».  At  thii  teeioB  the  indelioecgr  ef  Italian  deneiBi^  4iag«eta  1Be6tiMreif»en^.•«l4lllt 
eiuiaehe  ect  the  pert  of  fmeleeea  the  tbeetrioel  eftege;  but  the  prietU  beet  theiaifcelleir«i 
eelera  io  their  cherehM.  Without  en  esplenetion:  beinir  effbided  Uai»  e  atreeger  iroeld  wtUkf 
pueele  hie  braiiii  te  know  whet  oertein  cerenooies  ia  eatebhihed  oae*  end  tensed  veiigierie^ 
oen  portend  For  exempli  et  one  piece  the  pope  is  to  beseenecetterinf  eabeeijifMithe 
iieeds of  eerdinels,  bishops,  end  others  of  the  ekr%y ;  et  enother,  the  deorepid  Athttiie 
busily  et  worli  Uessing  the  pselms ;  end  every  yeer  this  representetiTe  of  Fetert  who  !• 
cberged  with  denying  Christ  once  in  his  life,  but  whosejife  of  continued  pride  end  oeteotsiliea 
is  a  eoMtent  deakl  of  the  Saviour  of  maiip  may  be  seen  washing  their  leet  (estouidiiivtKeai 
le  called),  end  eerring  twelve  priests  et  table.  Priesthood,  however,  is  very  eeeofsnodeliqgs 
as  a  proof  of  which,  a  venereble  ecclesiastic  passes  a  portion  of  his  time  stsoding  at  lhe;deer 
of  S4  Antheoy's  chnreh,  where  crowds  of  true  believers  in  the  pope's  infaliibiUty  briag-  bMm 
end  beasts  deooreted  with  ribbons  to  be  blessed  by  this  reverend  nan,  who  expects  no  grseftw 
nwerd  thea  a  was  oendle  for  preserving  a  bird  or  beast  from  siokness  or  eeddeot  dmiBg^tha: 
ensuing  year.  Another  seintly  looking  passon  invites  the  pessenger  into  a  ehurch  dodiBatcd^ 
Me  £t  Peal,  to  behold  the  mireeulous  crudfiz,  which  priestly  tnuUtion  tells  offired  its  nightlself 
to  a  young  man  to  kiss.  But  of  the  Romen  ceremonies  the  fsHa  ds  wnrth  or  feeUt,  uliHi* 
deed,  which  lasts  eight  deys,  is  seid  to  be  the  most  disgusting;  at  this  the  multitude.  Ska  eua 
inCitttated  crowd  flocking  to  see  the  fooleries  of  a  ooronstion,  got  up  to  blindfold  lht.lglie*- 
nmt,  yeer  efter  yeer,  flock  to  chepels  and  chamel  bouses,  to  witness  and  admire  the  shift  ^ 
sextons  in  decorating  human  bones  in  the  form  of  hearts,  crosses,  skulls,  end  trieuglee.  -The 
Host,  too,  is  often  pereded  about  the  streets  here  in  grand  review,  in  consequence  of  t^  onSers 
Issued  by  often  a  superannuated  old  man,  chofged  eccording  to  some  sly  knaves  with  mpe^ 
eeedng  divinity  end  personi^g  infallibility,  but  more  helpless  then  infancy  end  weeker  tha» 
womanhood.  On  our  way  from  a  church  ceremony  to  where  my  carriage  was  in  waitings  my 
attention  wes  attracted  to  a  poor  eged  woman,  who  sat  by  the  road-side  bemoening  ber  ai»» 
^Mtune,  and  every  now  end  Uien  venting  curses  against  the  Franciscan  friars ;  when  feeling 
curious  to  know  what  had  occasioned  her  trouble,  I  presented  her  with  a  piece  of  silver  and 
mede  the  requisite  inquiry.'  **  Signer,**  sakl  the  ancient  dame,  **  I  thank  you  for  the  gift« 
which  is  quite  a  God-send,  for,  by  St  Anthony,  I  was  without  a  zulio.  The  Frencisoan  frtan 
have  been  the  ruin  of  me,  end  mey  St  Anthony  moulder  away  their  bones  for  it.  They 
promised,  if  I  ascended  the  top  of  their  church  on  my  bare  knees,  that  I  should  be  lucky  iu 
this  year's  lottery,  and  fool  that  I  was,  I  believed  them.  With  great  pain  and  diffieulty  I 
knelt  my  way  up  the  stone  steps,  the  labour  of  which  confined  me  to  my  bed  for  a  whole 
fortnight,  but  the  time  for  drawing  the  lottery  was  near,  end  I  expected  to  make  my  fortune ; 
therefore  I  sold  my  little  property  and  expended  the  produce  in  the  lottery ;  but,  alas  I  not 
one  number  of  mine  has  been  drawn  a  prize.  Curse  the  Franciscan  friars,  I  say,  and  all  that 
belongs  to  them.     May  St  Anthony  smite  them  to  the  very  bone.'* 

Notwithstanding  my  situation,  I  devoted  one  day  to  visiting  Tivoli,  whidi  aflTorded  me 
much  pleasure^  It  is  about  eighteen  miles  from  Rome,  and  tradition  says  was  founded  by 
one  Tiburto  Argian,  neariy  five  hundred  years  before  the  existence  of  Rome ;  consequeatly^ 
■eo  long  before  Rhea  gave  her  illegitimete  twins,  Romulus  and  Remus,  to  be  nursed  by  the 
herlot  Lnpe*  whose  neme  enabled  the  flatterers  of  power  to  give  those  boys  a  she-wolf  for 
their  nurse,  as  they  bed  previously  given  the  god  Man  for  their  father.  Tivoli  is  deservedly 
-celebreted  for  the  purity  of  its  air,  and  also  for  having  been  the  place  of  residence  of 
Augustus  Caear,  who,  after  committing  more  cold-blooded  acts  of  tyranny  than  perhaps  any 
other  man  of  his  years,  peisonally  administered  justice  here  from  the  porticoes  of  the  Temple 
of  Hercules. 

Roooe,  with  all  its  priestly  pomp  and  vestiges  of  departed  grandeur,  has  little  to  recommend 
it  to  the  foreigner  as  a  place  of  resideace,  inasmuch  as  the  air  about  this  capital  is  unhealthy, 
and  the  Italians  here  are  dirty  and  execrable  cooks.  From  the  time  of  Cicero,  who  boosted 
of  the  large  snails  he  could  give  the  friend  who  visited  at  his  villa  as  the  chief  food  at  their 
supper,  even  to  the  present  day,  when  a  hedge  hog  and  a  mess  of  thistles  are  considered 
damtkt  6t  hr  tLSudtM^  tiie  people  of  Rome  seem  to  have  had  vitiated  appetites;  and  he  who 
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bu  onlj  to  dine  at  an  Italian  eating-bonsa,  when,  thonld  ba  Mmaelf  be  an  epicwe  of  a  beCtar 
icbaol^  tbe  coaneneti  of  the  viands  and  the  wratabednau  of  the  eookary  would  moat  likeljr 
drive  bhn  benee  with  an  unsatitfled  ttomacb.  Tbe  attendanoo  at  hoaief  of  this-  sort  it  even 
wofie  than  tbe  victoala.  The  haif-famlabed  guest  may  bawl  prmtofihy  times,  while  the  indiK- 
lent  waiter  to  each  call  answeis  aduMo,  without  increasing  bb  speed.  Happily,  boireTer,  tbe 
winaa  are  cheap  and  good,  and  the  gralifleation  they  aflbrd  makes  the  traveller  almost  forget 
the  bad  attendance,  the  coarseness  of  the  victuals,  and  the  execrable  eookery.  Out  though 
people  are  epicures  in  different  ways,  few  are  tbe  Engliriraien  who  would  be  content  to  dine 
on  anafls,  hedgehogs,  and  thistles  with  an  Italian,  on  frogs  with  a  Frenchman,  or  on  horse- 
flesh with  a  Tartar. 

Throngfa  the  agency  of  Baron  San  Lucas,  I  busied  myself  in  preparing  things  for  our  pro* 
jected  enterprise ;  but  as  a  set  of  needy  gamblers,  in  their  pressing  difficulties,  would,  to  raiae 
laoney,  pledge  to  the  last  portable  article,  I  would  not  entrust  them  with  swords  and  pistdi, 
but  made  the  baron*s  apartment  a  place  of  deposit  for  them ;  while,  that  we  might  be  sure  of 
1— Blciing  our  party  every  day,  my  colleague  and  I  so  arranged  matters  that  a  hincbeon  shonld 
be  provided  daily  at  his  lodging,  when  a  small  retainhigCee,  and  instructions  what  to  do,  should 
bt'giveB  to  each  person.  Here  the  fastidious  may  exclaim  against  a  distressed  fraternity  of 
gaiKBters  as  being  a  despicable  set,  but  truth  and  justice  ought  to  step  forward  io  their  ' 
dafonee,  and  loudly  proclaim  that  the  fees  given  to  barristers,  the  pay  and  perqalritea  of  hired 
wmiors,  the  salaries  of  statesmen,  tbe  tremendous  revenues  of  bishops,  and-tbe  pluralities  of 
eaalisiastical  gentlemen,  are  neither  more  nor  less  than  aetohiing  fees,  without  which  tbeao 
floiiSUB,  almost  to  the  last  man  of  them,  timugb  numerous  as  large  armiea,  would  turn  tall 
and  prove  folse. 

On  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  my  firiend  the  bigamist  was  in  durance  vile  for  a  debt  incurred 
In  iupporting  little  Rosa  Matilda,  who  had  now  quitted  him  to  stay  with  a  relatite  of  hers,  a 
resident  of  the  Roman  capitol,  as,  contrary  to  bis  usual  custom,  but  happily  for  her,  he  bad 
not  married  this  young  lady,  and  she  was  reported  to  do  like  many  other  beauties,  that  is, 
etody  b^aviour  rather  than  virtue.  Of  course  I  paid  the  bigamist's  debt,  and  engaged  him 
in  my  service ;  but  seven  days  elapsed  after  the  dwarfs  last  visit  without  my  receiving  any 
ooflsmunfeation  from  him ;  however,  this  delay  was  serviceable,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled  me  to 
have  asy  associates  ready,  not  one  of  whom,  save  the  baron,  knew  more  of  what  he  was  to  be 
employed  upon  than  that  it  would  be  a  service  of  danger,  likely  to  be  rewarded  with  a  hand- 
9tnat^  division  of  money,  and  this  made  the  needy  set  bum  with  impatience  for  the  moment  of 
action. 

The  baron,  who  occasionally  called  at  Ambrose's  under  the  pretence  of  taking  some  re- 
freshment, had  ascertained  that  Carl  took  his  departure  on  tbe  second  day  after  Jacobus's  last 
visit,  and,  in  consequence,  he  and  I  began  to  think  the  dwarf  was  rather  dilatory  in  his 
arrangements,  and  that  the  delay  boded  no  good ;  indeed  the  baron*s  mind  grew  restless  on 
the  subject,  and  he  would  sometimes  utter  language  like  the  following  i — **  Signer  Winpenay, 
that  odd-looking,  strange-mannered,  hermaphrodite  sort  of  a  character  of  your  acquaintonce* 
who  has  put  us  to  the  trouble  of  preparing  for  a  service  of  knight-errantry,  I  (bar  repents  bim 
of  the  engagement  he  has  made,  and,  moreover,  what  is  worse,  that  he  may  add  treason  to 
oowardioe,  and  bring  an  infinity  of  trouble  upon  us.'* 

FVar  h^  many  eyes,  and  the  noble  baron's  apprehensions  proved  ill-grotinded.  On  the 
nhitb  day  after  his  departure,  the  post  brought  roe  an  explicit  letter  from  the  faithful  little 
Ibflow.  Ir  it  he  directed  me  to  assemble  my  party  at  Temi,  a  town  a  few  leagues  from  Rome, 
and  convenient  to  the  robbers'  haunts,  by  a  given  hour  on  the  ensuing  day,  and  pointed  out 
how  we  should  proceed  there  singly  by  public  vehides  or  other  accommodation  that  might 
oflRer,  each  to  be  habited  in  a  large  cloak  over  a  peasant's  dress,  and  have  our  weapons  care> 
frilly  hidden  from  sight.  At  Temi,  to  avert  suspicion,  we  were  to  divide  ourselves  at  four 
wine-houses,  which  were  named,  and,  at  a  given  hour  after  nightfall,  proceed,  one  or  two  at  a 
time,  and  warily,  to  hide  ourselves  as  one  party  in  a  vineyard  to  the  rear  of  a  chapel  on  tbe 
road-side,  and  at  this  place  remain  in  close  ambush  until  Jacobus  made  his  appearanoa 
among  us. 

The  dwarfs  letter  infused  spirits  into  the  baron.     It  inspired  him  with  oou6deuce^  inaa- 
Much  as  it  held  out  a  good  prospect  of  success,  and,  to  ma  Yha  w^fc^Xnooil^^^  fs^^v^^^o^ 
afoSa    He  now  boded  bim  prpcariog  the  requliito  ek^tikaii^tii  ^^^'oSM^SbA'^aa^l^i^  ^'^ 
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Our  patience  was  put  to  the  proof.  We  were  kept  waiting  upwardi  of  two  hours  in  the 
damp  rarine  after  the  captain's  arrival  at  home  with  his  handits,  five  in  number,  during  which 
time  our  ears  were  frequently  saluted  by  boisterous  shouts  of  merriment,  issuing  from  the 
bacchanals  regaling  themselves.  However,  at  length,  when  bursts  of  hilarity  no  longer 
reached  us,  and  wc  had  concluded  that  the  carousing  party  must  have  retired  to  the  sweets  of 
repose,  Jacobus  once  more  made  his  appearance  amongst  us,  A  new  day  was  now  beginning 
to  dawn,  and  I  could  see  the  little  fellow  shook  with  fear  when  he  approached  me,  but  taking 
hold  of  my  arm  and  bidding  my  friends  to  follow  behind  us,  he  led  me  along  a  little  distance  ; 
then  pointing  out  to  me  the  main  entrance  door  of  the  old  chapel,  he  said,  **  That  is  the  door, 
within  side  which  most  of  the  banditti  are  lying  down,  but  unknown  to  them  I  have  unbolted 
and  unlocked  it,  therefore  approach  silently  and  rush  into  the  chapel  with  your  party,  where 
you  will  do  well  to  bind  with  cords  all  the  foes  who  may  survive  the  dread  fight.  Meanwhile 
depend  on  me  to  follow,  to  give  you  further  advice,  when  this  great  work  of  vengeance  has 
been  achieved.** 

**  Enough,  my  cautious  friend,*'  replied  I,  *'  I  feel  it  would  be  improvident  in  you  to  appear 
among  the  thieves  until  oor  first  brush  is  over ;  but  be  sure  not  to  be  out  of  the  way  whei[i  I. 

call  for  you.** **  They  would  slay  me,'*  said  the  dwarf,  *'  I  should  have  no  chance  for  my  Uii% 

if  they  found  me  acting  in  collusion  with  you  in  the  fight;  but  depend  on  me,  signor^^r 
appearing  in  fit  time.'* 

Having  spoken  thus,  my  little  conductor  instinctively  retrograded.  Meanwhile  I  advaooed, 
followed  by  my  armed  partisans,  and  almost  instantly  commenced  on  the  task  of  forcing  open  the 
chapel  door ;  but  unfortunately,  one  of  the  bandits  had  laid  himself  down  to  take  bis  repose 
against  it,  and  this  unexpected  impediment  not  only  occasioned  us  delay  in  entering  the  chapel, 
but  also  served  to  alarm  some  of  the  banditti.  '*  To  nrms,  to  arms !  we  are  surprised*  Where 
is  Captain  Manfreda?**  cried  out  the  fellow  lying  against  the  door,  when  he  found  it  on  the 
move,  and  instantly  two  or  three  of  his  comrades  came  to  his  assistance.—**  Push,  push  away, 
my  friends— we  must  force  the  door,  or  we  shall  get  the  worst  of  it,'*  I  now  exclaimed,  straining 
every  nerve  of  my  body  to  eflfect  this  desired  object  **  Push  heartily,  my  backers ;  force  the 
door  oflT  its  hiog^  or,  by  heavens,  the  odds  will  turn  against  us,*'  vociferated  the  baroo* 
**DiabU,foutre^  stand  aside  of  the  hinges,**  bawled  the  Frenchman,  while  with  a  huge  atone 
be  broke  the  door  away  from  its  bottom  hinge.  This  feat  accomplished,  it  waa  scarcely  the 
work  of  a  minute  with  us  to  force  our  way  into  the  chapel,  when  the  bandits  near  the  door 
made  a  hasty  retreat*  and  some  others  who  had  been  laying  in  diflfererent  pUoe%  apparently 
stupified  with  liquor,  followed  their  flying  comrades*  example.  However,  ere  we  assailants  had 
well  breathed  ourselves,  Manfreda*s  gruflf  voice  was  heard,  cheering  his  men  to  the  scene  of 
warfare,  and  almost  instantly  he  and  Carl  entered  the  chapel  by  way  of  a  door  at  the  remotest 
part  from  us.  *'  Blood  and  fury,**  roared  the  chief,  on  beholding  the  scene  before  him.  "we 
are  betrayed  !~By  St  Paul,  the  murderer  of  James  and  Stephen,  I  will  have  revenge.  Who  is 
yon  big  fellow  I  see  ?  Hell  and  the  devil,  it  is  the  buccaneer.  Dastards,  cowards,  as  ye  are» 
why  do  you  stand  sculking  there  ?**  Then  added  he,  on  seeing  several  of  his  party  sheltered 
behind  a  partition,  **  But  come  on,  resume  your  courage,  and  we  wiU  exterminate  yon  tniter 
and  his  party.** 

**  Villain,*'  he  now  bawled  to  me  in  the  voice  of  a  Stentor,  at  the  same  time  advandm;  at 
the  head  of  a  few  men,  and  brandishing  his  huge  sabre,  ^  stand  or  fly,  it  matters  not  to  me» 
ibr  by  St  Dominique  I'll  send  your  soul  unwashed  to  eternity.**—**  Take  that,  you  braggart,** 
said  T,  firing  my  pistol  at  his  head ;  but  somdiow  £ste  baulked  my  vindictive  intention*  for  the 
hall  merely  grazed  his  cheek, 

**  Is  it  so  V  said  he.  **  Now  by  St  Bartholomew  I  swear  to  see  your  skin  stripped  from  your 
carcase  ;  dead  or  alive  you  shall  be  fioad  ;'*  and  almost  at  the  instant  of  speaking  he  dealt  so 
tremendous  a  blow  that,  had  I  not  vaulted  a  little  on  one  side,  my  head  must  infallibly  have 
been  cleaved  in  twain.  **  Surely  it  must  have  been  the  spirit  of  my  mother  which  saved  me,** 
thought  I,  and  before  Manfreda  could  reflourish  his  tremendous  weapon,  my  sword's  point  had 
passed  through  his  huge  body.  The  fall  of  their  leader  struck  a  panic  into  the  rest  of  his 
party,  and  mmts  qui  pru  seemed  to  be  the  understood  motto  of  everj-  man  of  them,  for  they 
turned  about  and  fled  with  the  speed  of  so  many  Mercurys.  Quick,  however,  as  they  were, 
MaoMmar  DMsbembt^u  etmuived  to  overtake  their  Uentenant  in  his  flight,  when  he  stopped  h» 
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fbrther  progress  by  a  sabre  cut,  which,  though  not  a  severe  one,  made  him  glad  to  accept  of 
mercy  and  become  a  prisoner.  Two  others  of  the  panic-struck  fugitives  also  failed  in  accom- 
pUshhag  their  wished  for  object,  but  these  owed  their  misfortune  to  pistol  bullets,  which  left 
them  no  alternative  but  to  surrender  themselves. 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

"  la  vain  her  toafiie  would  liaTs  «z]msted 
The  feeliDg*  thronging  in  her  breaat : 
Her  wilder'd  jiMtgnieBt— doubt—belief— 
Unlook'd  for  hope  !  her  words  were  hrief.^ 


»« 


'*  Beshrew  nsy  floel, 
Bat  I  do  love  the  faTOor  and  tiie  foroi 
<if  this  BMst  fair  occasion. '' 

Thi  victory  we  had  gained  may  be  termed  a  glorious  one,  inasmuch  as  we  conquered  superior 
nmnbers ;  our  party  consisting  of  eight,  while  that  of  the  banditti  was  nine,  fbr  Manfreda  it 
appeared  had  detached  three  of  his  men  on  other  duties,  and  consequently  returned  home  wifh 
only  five  under  him,  which,  added  to  three  at  home,  made  his  number ;  but  we  had  taken  the 
enemy  by  surprise,  at  a  time,  too,  when  most  of  them  had  indulged  freely  In  the  bottle ;  there- 
fore our  conquest  is  the  less  to  be  wondered  at. 

Five  of  the  bandits  had  escaped,  and  the  four  whom  we  retained  in  captivity  were  all 
iroonded,  but  none  desperately  save  the  captain.  However,  recollecting  the  dwarTs  advice, 
ve  DOW  bound  the  prisoners  with  cords,  which  were  laying  in  the  chapel, 
f  >  Though  DO  one  on  either  side  was  killed  in  the  fight,  yet  besides  four  of  the  enemy,  three 
of  the  inmates  here  suffered  from  wounds  who  belonged  to  my  party,  and  I  was  one  of  them, 
having  received  a  cut  from  a  sabre  on  my  left  shoulder  and  had  my  cheek  grazed  by  a  bullet, 
vhlch  carried  away  somo  flesh  and  a  portion  of  the  whiskers.  Baron  San  Lucas  was  another 
snfftrer  ftom  the  steel  of  our  foe,  and  his  was  an  unlucky  wound  for  a  gentleman  of  his  pro- 
fession, inasmuch  as  the  sabre  which  dealt  it  to  him  cut  off*  his  thumb  and  two  adjoining 
fingers.  The  ci-devcmt  stock  broker  was  the  third  victim  to  the  horrors  of  war ;  and  his 
wounds  were  three,  one  of  them  so  severe  that  I  once  apprehended  we  should  have  to  bury 
him  on  the  site  of  his  glory.  Fortune,  however,  blind  as  she  is  said  to  be,  behaved  herself 
with  propriety  on  this  occasion,  for  the  banker's  clerk,  the  French  soldier,  Monday,  and  the 
Methodist  parson,  who  all  escaped  unhurt,  are  men  who  had  been  exposed  to  great  perils  in 
^eir  several  callings,  and  therefore  merited  some  favour  at  her  hands :  while  her  having 
•pared  my  friend  the  bigamist,  shows  she  must  have  been  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  justice,  as  he» 
from  his  lawless  engagements,  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  have  had  his  feelings,  if  not  his 
body,  often  lacerated. 

When  we  had  effected  the  business  of  binding  the  prisoners,  I  Involuntarily  stood  musing 
for  a  time  upon  the  scene  before  mc,  but  the  groans  and  appeals  of  the  suflerers  for  assistance 
«oon  roused  me  out  of  my  reverie,  when,  aided  by  my  unscarred  friends,  I  set  to  work  in 
affording  them  what  aid  I  could  ;  this,  however,  was  but  trivial,  as  we  possessed  nothing  fit  for 
dressing  wounds,  while,  to  my  surprise.  Jacobus,  who  alone  could  procure  what  was  requisite 
for  this  purpose,  had  not  yet  made  his  appearance  among  us. 

**  What  has  become  of  the  dwarf?     Why  does  he  keep  in  the  background  at  a  moment 

like  this?**  eagerly  inquired  the  impetuous  Dashembcau "  Confound  the  urchin ;  I  wish  be 

was  here  to  do  something  to  my  hand."  exclaimed  the  baron.— "By  Heavens!  Oh,  by 
Heavens,  my  account  will  soon  be  closed ;  1  have  a  heavy  settling  day  before  mc.  I  shall 
bleed  to  death  for  the  want  of  assistance,**  vociferated  the  terrified  stockbroker. 

These,  and  many  more  plaints  of  a  similar  nature,  reverberated  in  my  ears,  till,  like  the 
complaining  sufferers  of  my  party,  I  ardently  longed  for  the  dwarf  to  make  his  appearance ; 
when  presently,  on  hearing  a  stir  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  chapel,  I  turned  my  head, 
and  was  gratified  by  the  sight  of  Jacobus,  cautiously  entering  with  a  drawn  sword  in  one  hand 
and  a  pistol  in  the  other.  "  My  friend.*'  sjiid  I,  "  we  have  all  been  anxiously  looking  for  you ; 
your  services  will  now  be  inestimable,  to  dress  and  staunch  the  bleeding  of  our  wounds ;  but 
say,  why  do  you  come  thus  armed?  Are  we  to  infer  from  yout  a.^^M^J^^^^^^'^'^^^'^^^ 
war  is  not  ret  over,  bat  that  more  foes  remain  for  us  to  lace?**—**  WwiNCii  ^<iW^  >».<  ^^^^^»^ 
be,  ''wore  foes  indeed!  no,  no,  signor,  you  have  sctl\cd\)tx«NqYko\^\>%xA%  s^:^\^.^ 


186  THE  ROMTAKCIST  AND  NOVELISPTS  LIBRARY. 

wite  to  linger  here,  as  the  ftx|fitives  may,  perhapa,  return  with  bandita  of  other  parties  to  help 

them." 

**  Mj  good  fHend,"  rejoined  I,  ''lay  aside  yoar  weapons  of  strife,  and  be  as  expeditlom  as 
possible  in  performing  the  duties  of  a  surgeon  by  dressing  our  wounds  and  assuaging  oar  waU 

ferings.*' 

'Without  uttering  another  word  Jacobus  now  put  away  his  warlilce  weapons,  and  with  a  key 
taken  from  his  pocket  opened  an  old  chest,  that  served  as  a  window-scat,  from  which  he  took 
some  surgical  instruments,  together  with  lint  and  torn  pieces  of  linen ;  which  done,  he  com- 
menced dressing  the  wounds  of  my  party,  and  at  my  desire.  Baron  San  Lucas*s  case  was  the 
first  attended  to ;  after  which  the  wounds  of  our  ci'devtat  stockbroker  were  dressed  and  pro* 
nounced  of  an  alarming  character ;  as  to  mine,  they  were  found  to  be  sh'ght.  Having  per- 
formed the  leech's  business  to  the  wounded  of  my  pai*ty,  the  dwarf  was  called  on  to  do  the 
same  to  the  suffering  set  amongst  his  old  comrades,  and  this  to  him  was  a  most  onerous  office. 
Captain  Manfreda,  thoi:^h  desperately  wounded,  peremptorily  reused  to  ha\'e  hfi  wound 
examined,  wMIe  such  were  the  terri6c  looks  he  east  at  the  dwarf,  that  Jacobns  Was  seared  by 
them,  and  dared  not  approach  near  him.  The  little  fellow  was  accustomed  to  behdd  bla  com- 
mander wHh  awe,  and  this  was  now  augmented  by  some  dread  imprecations  of  the  dytfig  tnte, 
wMeh,  eonpled  as  they  were  by  invocations  to  diflTerent  saints,  whose  names  Jacobus  held  nMt 
sacred,  had  the  greater  effect  in  filling  him  with  consternation. 

But  although  ManfVeda  remained  undaunted  at  the  prospect  of  death,  and  obstinately 
revised  proflbred  assistance,  this  was  far  from  being  the  ease  with  the  lieutenant  and  others 
who  were  wounded,  for  they  gladly  availed  themselves  of  Jacobus's  services,  who  dressed  Mkd 
bandaged  their  wounds. 

**  Jacobus,"  said  I  hi  his  ear,  soon  aa  he  had  got  through  his  business  of  surgeon,  **  my 
good  friend,  much  remahis  for  us  to  accomplish  yet ;  before  we  proceed  to  the  work  of  piDa^, 
the  more  noble  semlce  of  chivalry  shall  be  performed.  Lead  me,  therefore,  at  once  to  the  pr<sbn 
rooms  of  the  count  and  his  daughter,  of  whom  you  were  speaking  previous  to  our  attack  of  the 
bandittL* 

I'  The  dwarf  smiled,  and  saying,  **  Safe  bind,  safe  find,**  was  a  wholesome  motto,  called  npOn 
the  effeetive  members  of  my  party  to  assist  in  conveying  the  bandits  to  dilTerent  lock-np 
cells,  bound  as  they  were  with  cords — a  piece  of  service  we  did  for  every  man  of  them,  except 
Manfreda,  whose  desperate  condition,  combined  with  the  dwarfs  fears  of  him,  induced  us  to  let 
hhn  remain  where  he  was.  This  being  done,  the  dwarf  re- armed  himself  ylrich  his  sword  and 
pistol,  and  followed  by  me  and  Dashembeau,  led  the  way,  which  I,  when  a  captive  here,  bad 
traversed,  through  the  stable  and  court-yard  to  the  ruined  chateau.  This  scene  forcibly 
reminded  me  of  my  so  recent  imprisonment  here ;  and  the  dwarf  having  unbolted  the  door  of 
an  inner  room,  which  Manfreda,  in  his  haste  to  depart  hence  on  hearing  the  noise  of  fire-arms 
of  our  attack  in  the  chapel,  had  neglected  to  look,  I  beheld  the  count*s  lovely  daughter  and 
her  maid,  who,  both  in  great  terror,  had  retired  to  the  far  end  of  the  apartment. 

"  Signora,*'  said  Jacobus,  bowing  respectfully  to  the  young  lady,  and  pointing  to  me, 
".dry  up  your  tears  and  banish  your  alarm,  for,  thanks  to  the  blessed  Virgin  and  this  young 
Englishman,  whose  powerful  arm  has  brought  Manfredti  to  the  vei^e  of  death,  freedom  and 
happiness  again  await  you." 

The  news  was  too  great  and  too  unexpected  to  be  comprehended  by  the  terrified  maiden. 
**  Where  is  the  dreadful  robber  ?*'  she  exdaimingly  asked,  with  a  wildness  of  manner  border- 
ing on  distnaction.  '*  Ts  he  coming  here  again  ?  Will  no  eourageous  person  protect  me  from 
the  arch  villain?  is  there  no  champion  for  a  defeneeless  maid*s  honour?  Where,  O  wher«  is 
my  father  ?     Does  he  liTe  ?     Ts  my  dear  parent  still  living?*' 

**  You  are  free,  young  lady — you  are  safe,"  rejoined  the  dwarf;  "  Captain  Manfreda  is 
wounded  so  severely  that  I  belicTe  he  must  die,  and  his  band  are  all  scattered  or  in  captivity. 
To  thb  gallant  Englishman  and  a  few  of  his  friends  do  you  owe  your  honour  and  your  free- 
dom.     Your  father,  too,  is  on  the  eve  of  being  freed,  and  I  will  conduct  you  to  him.** 

■*  Is  this  a  dream,  an  illusive  dream  ?  surely  it  can  be  no  other,"  said  the  doubting,  terrified 

maid.     **  Are  ye  not  the  partisans  of  the  robber  chief?    Have  you  not  come  here  to  deceive 

jne?    What  am  I  to  credit?     How  can  I  believe  your  tale,  when  the  wretch  himself  was  so 

reeaUir  w^^*^       ^    '  ti  he  was  here  breathing  terrible  tbtcifta  afgusA  tK^  Vtonous^and  ^|M» 

w  to  execote  hit  diaboliml  pu^pow,**  ** 
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■*  MademoiMlIe,'*  said  I,  **  calm  your  finn — tranquillize  your  gtntla  heart,  rind  let  fod-like 
be  the  imnete  of  your  bosom,  for  we  bore  come  bere  not  to  deeoite  you,  but  es  tbe 
igen  of  good  tidings.  Manfreda  and  bis  batad  are  conquered.  Justioe  bas  coo^mh- 
aionated  your  snflferings,  and  extended  her  arm  to  punish  the  robbers  in  good  time  for  your 
prewnration.  Come,  young  lady,  accompany  us,  that  you  may  be  present  at  the  liberation  of 
the  oDunt,  jour  flitbec** 

Hie  fkir  damsel  looked  at  me  with  attonisfament,  blended  with  curiosity,  but  reason  was 
now  hat  dnsipatiBg  her  terrors,  and  clasping  ber  hands  together  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  ib« 
eielaimed  that  besren  was  just,  and  had  listened  to  her  supplications :  then,  addiessing  me, 
ehe  aald,  *  Ognor,  you  hare  not  the  appearance  of  a  bad  man  and  a  robber.  I  believe  all  that 
yon  tell  me,  and  am  ready  to  Beeompaay  you  to  the  prison  of  my  poor  parent,  where,  pr». 
Tided  yon  have  fold  me  true,  my  heart  will  experianee  the  fUiohy  of  beholding  him  restored 
to  the  blessing  of  liberty.* 

•*  My  present  task  is  a  moat  deleetable  one,  fur  lady,**  replied  I,  tendering  her  my  am. 
o  IiBud,  Jaoobus,  lead  the  way  to  the  count's  prison,  that  we  may  restore  him  to  freedom  and 
the  mrma  of  an  affeetionate  dau|(fater." 

The  young  lady's  apprehensions  regarding  me  wens  apparently  now  set  at  rest,  for  nnbeaU 
taliiigly  she  took  my  proffered  arm,  and  we  followed  behind  the  dwarf  to  the  miserable  don* 
gcon  which  had  served  as  my  place  of  inearoeraition  on  the  first  night  of  my  captirity  among 
the  bondittL  Onr  eondnetor  now  unbarred  the  door  of  this  place,  which,  fortunately,  had 
not  been  lef%  looked,  and  on  opening  it  we  beheld  the  count,  who  was  an  elderly,  sihrer-headod 
gudenum,  and  also  his  serrant,  etrefched  on  dirty  straw,  in  one  comer  of  the  dismal  dnn- 
geon,  with  no  other-eorering  over  their  garments  than  a  torn  bone-eloth,  which  I  reooigniaad 
M  that  which  had  protected  me  from  a  portion  of  the  dampness  of  the  horrid  cell. 

The  nobleman  was  startled  by  the  noise  we  made  in  opening  bis  door,  yet  belteving  us  to 
be  n  party  of  the  bandit's,' and  not  dreaming  of  any  relief  being  near,  he  averted  his  eyes  firon 
ut,  wliile  exclaiming,  "  Why  do  yon  come  here  again  to  torment  ?  I  am  ready  to  suffer  death ; 
bat  never,  never  will  I  purchase  life  and  liberty  by  consenting  to  the  saerifiee  of  my  child* 
Olve  her,  indeed,  to  the  embrace  of  a  robber!  no,  never ;  she  has  lived  virtuoua  as  an  mgd, 
and,  if  Providence  so  wills  it,  she  must  die  the  death  of  an  innocent  martyr,  for  guilt  she  ehnll 
never  atoop  to.* 

**  My  flrther,  my  beloved  fkther  T  f^rantiely  exclaimed  the  fkir  maiden,  msbing  to  ber  paMot 
and  embracing  him,  as  he  sat  upright  on  the  damp  straw  of  his  bed,  **  give  your  fears  to  the 
wind 7  for,  heaven  be  praised,  we  are  free.  Thb  brave  gentleman  and  bis  frien^  it  appears, 
have  overcome  the  banditti,  and  made  most  of  tbem  pri«onen.  Rise,  therefore,  riaa,  and  let  ua 
fly  ihr  away  from  this  detested  place." 

The  noble  eouut  was  now  almost  as  incrednloos  as  his  fkir  daughter  had  recently  been,  fat 
bv  preaence  went  ht  to  satisfy  him  that  fbrtune  again  smiled  upon  them.  He  returned  Imv 
embrace  with  warm  parental  delight,  and  concisely,  but  grate^lly,  expressed  his  thanka  tm 
divine  Providence  for  this  unlooked  for  happy  change  in  their  affairs ;  after  which  he  roan 
from  bis  miserable  bed,  and  turning  to  me,  with  an  expression  of  complaivance,  intennixed 
with  doubt,  asked  if  be  might  confide  in  the  evidence  of  his  eyes  and  can  by  believing  that 
his  and  his  daughter's  captivity  and  danger  were  over. 

It  would  be  easy,  yet  it  is  needless  for  me  to  relate  how  I  satisfied  the  noble  counts  mind 
on  these  points ;  but  the  task  of  explaining  bis  astonishment  on  being  made  acquainted  witb 
the  events  which  had  taken  place  within  the  last  two  hours,  it  would  be  folly  in  me  to 
undertake.  He  had  heard  the  firing  of  pistols,  as  also  had  his  daughter  and  their  servants  | 
but  this  among  a  set  of  robbers  was  no  novelty,  and  they  attached  no  importance  to  it,  but 
conjectured  that  they  were  discharging  their  fire-arms  to  reload  them. 

The  delighted  parent  and  his  affectionate  daughter,  together  with  their  servants,  aceom* 
psnied  my  party  back  to  the  chapel,  where  we  found  everything  much  in  the  same  state  as  we 
had  left  it,  but  the  sight  of  the  wounded  shocked  the  gentle  lady  and  her  maid.  **  We  must 
go  on  with  the  business  we  have  in  hand,  lest  any  misdiance  should  arrive  to  mar  our  pro- 
ject now,**  said  the  considerate  dwarf)  in  a  whisper  to  me ;  and  immediately,  of  his  own 
accord,  be  led  the  rescned  prisoners  to  the  window  near  which  stood  t\i<^  «xw^\«^\^.T>KG^L i&x«»^ 
spoken  of,  and  putting  a  couple  of  logs  on  the  floor  at  the  aide  o^  vl,  xex^citfi^ftdL  ^^  Ttf^c^a 
hit  dmugbter  to  seat  tbemnlres,  and  hare  the  patience  to  irtajt  until  \»  tn«Bdak«A^»' 
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fio&Umrttlq  filtciiAonilhfai.  .Xbe^eMMit  and  hit  party  MidOy  did  at  iSbej  van  toldi  hov. 
anrac^  whila  thia.wai  pam^.tim  dcead  ioUiac-«hiaC  vho  bad  baen  ijFiag  molianlom,  a^ptt^ 
Jiaartf  I  wn  n  djinf  laaj,  eoatrivad  to  nsaa  btmaalf  partially  from  tba  floor*  wbaii»  zasting.iua 
b^f.^n  otta  Jnndt  ha  ipipVwMigiy  baiougbt  tba  connt't  daughtar  to  appMaflb;Jiaar«  and,  at 
^«wtdii|bstfba/Viigin.Mary  and, all  tba  laaatt'  sakat,  battow  bar  paxdon  upon  htm  bc&ce  bia 
fluttering  toul  took  itt  flight  to  tba  rcgioos  of  futurity.  The  young  lady  tbuddantd  at  aigbt 
of  her  much  dreaded  tormentor,  and  a  lit  of  ticmbUng  came  over  her  on  hearing  his  appeal 
to  her  eompattioa ;  but  while  her  mind  wat  abeerbed  with  doubts  and  betitation  at  tba  robber-* 
chieTt  address,  the  count,  her  fiithcr,  who  wm  i^  ifioral  man,  influenced  in  all  his  aotions  by 
the  precept^  of  Christianity,  addressed  her,  saying,  **  Antoma«  my  dear,  this  dying  aoan  baa 
been  a  great  sinner,  and  a  source  of  grievous  troji»ble  to  us  both ;  but  a  just  Providenoe  hea. 
g&Ten  us  the  victory  over  him,  and  enabled  us,  almost  miraculously,  to  escape  the  dread 
object  of  his  machinations ;  therefore,  my  child,  we  should  remember  that  our  duty  aa  Chris, 
tians  commands  us  to  forgive  our  anemias;  and  let  us  ppr^ctise  the  sweet  duty  of  forgiveness 
towards  this  unprincipled  wretch,  whose  soul  will  have  to  flee  benoa  heavily  burdened  with 
arimaft  yat  atay  he  not  reoeiva  some  consolation  from  his  hatring  the  pffomisa  of  pardon 
tem  ifm  Up0i<^  4Hie  ba  bes  oru^y  wnyiged ;  yea*  and  moieover  sought  to  brings  the  .worst 
^Mwible;fl|aiae«  nMtecyr 

'..iXbe  dat^filc  daughter,  on  hearing  her  pwwt  tpaak  thtt%  rosa  Gsom  her  Met  mad  .walked. 
I^irarda.tbft  «pptWBlly  ^i^iring  chief,  until,  having  iq>pioaebed  wiUdo  mAw  ^waas-.of  bim, 
|Ha.wild«?taRifiG ImM, ^adpevaen  deq^y  stsiaad  with  blood, atniob. her  with  fiBSfh^fepev j««Mr 
mtteb  that  she  could  approach  no  nigher  to  him;  but  having  stopped,  thft'&ir.in^Vd^  in,a> 
Uktumgiimt^  tfl^mmanaed  aa  addrest  to  the  baidaaed. bruAc^  promitiiig  him  h«c* pardon, 
and  her  prayais  40.  heaven  UkpFita  to  pardon  him. 

.  ^Xbs  soaae  suttraated  evjery  opa's  attention,  and  fortunate  was.it  that  it  did  to^IWi  at  4bis 
ciitiial  epoch  the  psfnorseless  chieftain>  seeing  the  maid  would  appnNMb  no.  oeaaeY  to  bim» 
•ad.beifig^af  tueled  by  a  demoniac  spirit,  suddenly  drew  ibrth  a  pistol  which  bad  bw>n,tosrctcd 
beneath  bis  vest,  and  utteting  a  borfid  oath  deaotive  of  bis  intention  to  set  tbek  soula  jour* 
Mying  tflgelbex  the  journey  of  futurity,  fired  it  at  the  fbrgiviag  dutiful  girl.;  but  most  pro^i- 
dntial^^  the  jreleiitless  vilUin>  design  was  defeated,  for  Monfiaur  DashembeeH,  who  waa 
atandlng  close  behind  the  spot  where  he  was  seated,  at  the  instant  when  he  pulled,  tba  ^trigger 
gC'biatpiatol  with  a  bk|w  of  his  sword  lowered  his  haiMi  to  the  ground,  and  cooMquef»tty  the 
ball  paised  bamdess  in  a  direction  remote  from  tbe  lovely  .maid. 

.'This  new  affeir  owated  considerable  confusion,  for  tba  lady  ialnt^  her  maid  aflfcted  tia.do 
80}  and'tba  aawtwd  kl^  lackey  were  much  alarmed  on  Antoaia.*s  aacouiit  i  mininfrMfL  Um 
fiMma  leader  of  banditti  swore  dreadful  oaths,  but  Dasberobeau  and  I  seiaed  hQld<of^iio».«ad 
dalpiiaiiia'WattBdsiand  blaspbaqiy  eearied  him  to  a  dungeon,  where  we  left  bimi.kM^sd,  and 
bolted. -.  On  fftumiag.  fropi  my  taik»I  was  extremely  amut^d  at  witnessing  Ibe.MVll  .vith 
wbhAk  my  fincnd  tba  bigamiit  bestowed  his  attentions .  upon  both  tba  fiunales;  Ji^  abArt»  swell 
wfei'hiaastiduUy,  that  to  judge  by  it,  even  had  I  not  known  bis  aharactar  before^  I  m^ghi  wall 
iMga^-auaaisedbin  to  be  tbi^t  warm-hearted  sort  of  gallant  who  unserHpjiU^nsly  trould  f  e»tur» 
to^BthiBMBll  bound  in>  matrimoa^  trammels  with  almost  any  peetty  wom^  he  oovld  dalnda 
by  bis  ,artful  speech,  without  troubling  bioiself  to  reflost  upon  the  Aumbe?  of  (aiK  oftea  b« 
aaight  alyandy  be  unitad  to. 

.  >  ^  Qslkntryi  aignoc,  as  you  well  know,  ia  aa  admirable  thi^g  for  amusjag  a  gentlevum  at  a 
laisuae  hour*"  aaid  tbe  dwarf  to  n%  smiling,  and  pointiqg  to  the  officious  b^misti.  **  but," 
Wtttintwid  he,  **  at  this  time  it  b  out  of  plaee,  as  pressing  burinem  remains  ior  ua  to  do-T 

'*  Yott  are  rights  Jacobtis,"  replied  I,  whcsi,  uogallant  as  it  was,  I  disturbed  tba^bigemit^ 
in  his  devoirs  to  the  £ur,  by  telling  bim  the  dwarf  needed  bis  asnstance;  but  as  wa  irare  all 
»«cb  fatigued,. and  aeveml  pf  the  party  in  a  bad  state  ftom  their  wouad%  Jacobus  wisely  eug- 
gested  that  before  wcattemptod  more  .busineBf»  we  should  refresh  ourselves  by  food  j  "  for 
aottality,'^  ssid  he,  *'  like  a  lamp  that  is  kept  burning,  needs  rqieatcd  feeding." 
.  This  wboleseme  advme  met  with  general  approbation,  and  while  the  rest  of  us  seated  our- 
selves  in  the  best  way  we  could,  Jacobus  and  the  bigemist  viiited  tbe  larder  and  wioa-cellar, 
from  which  they  expeditiously  produced  a  good  supply  of  bread,  cold  meat,  and  half  a  dozen 
bottles  of  wine,  the  sight  of  which  cheered  the  spirits  of  all  persons  present.  My  friend,  the 
baron,  who  delighted  m  presiding  at  festive  parties,  was  unable  to  officiate  as  president  on  this 
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WU«-WMtiag  MMl  that  ng*«  viMooAaad^ 
Attd  crowcla  wuh  aimm  cIm  reoorda  of  iMBUad ; 
iKor  goM  bU  awitfd  Om  UnliM  tvMMU  <r«ws. 
For  n>IA  tk«  hiieliof  j«4|e  dUtoita  the  Uwa. 
Wealth  bMp'd  oa  weallh,  nor  tratli  Mr  laiit 


laiity  lMi]pa ; 
•atkbtnaMvaariN." 


•  r twt  «b«.  4%Mnirt^  «H«1  villi  the  lair  >M^  db  tfAoair*  -«t.h*uiflM^  paftmna'tbe 
dirtiM«r  tiMi«iCifi*i«ii  ia«»aikliiiMe4ttid«»  gallani •  MWMr^  IInM  V«aiic«r  D«di«iiaMra 
madlkm^eUdmmt  pTMefaa^VigntAed  tMr  tborovgh  approbation  of  faia  pvoiplttq^  ia  pfniag 
thm-wm^'wkidbt^inmd'-^  aa'asMllaatqaalitj,  whila  tha  cavot  jotttlatly  aekubvladgadthat 
lia  bailiiavar  aaea  a  ba^tar  praaAmt  in  tha  ftatiTa  chair ;  and  eran  Antoala,  tha  abarmiB^ 
Amunkk,  a«anada  to  aaiU  at  wifneaiing  hia  gallant  attanUont  to  bar  ms* 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

**  Tha  kaowiac  and  tha  bold 
Tan  la  tha  fati*fal  aaaMacito  «f  i^ld; 


H 


Mr  ]Mi«isaaav  Uto  aayttli;  Mt  too  anzbua  to  put  tha  flniahing  strolee  to  iwf  btiftioata  to 
IMtaritbf'iNV  raaaaloinf  Wngarataftaal  than  waa  ^baolnitly  naacMoy Ibr  rafttcbiag  our- 
■dvaa ;  whila  tha  count  and  hia  lofdy  daoghtcr,  who  had  drunli  deeply  hero  of  the  eop  e^ 
bilban^  Mi  wbaoa  minda  warn  not  to  ba  fiaad  fimn  finiful  apprebannona  long  as  tbay  tarried 
in  4lM  dacwtad  plaaa»  burnt  with  tha  Avar  of  impatianaa  to  depart  ftom  an  old  etBde,  the  phee 
oTftMn  ^a  eirrifla  banditti,  of  whom  tbey  ooojaetttied  there  might  be  many  mott  than  thejr 
has  eneavniafad* 

Tor  the  foregoing  reatooi  am»  braakihct  was  loon  hurried  over ;  but  to  the  ^eappouitueiit 
of  our  noble  guests,  instead  of  their  then  departinf^  as  they  expected  to  have  dona^  they  ware 
tv^uasn^  by  US  to  aandt  in  the  chapel  for  a  time ;  when,  leaving  them  to  their  meditations,. 
witli  tho  wottndad  d-dlracttf  banker's  clerk  to  bear  them  company,  the  remainder  of  us.  agree- 
ably  to  a  Mmmoas  from  Jaeobua,  proceeded  with^m  to  search  after  that  hidden  treasure,  tha 
pwaapedt  of  obtiiblng  which  had  brought  us  on  this  daring  enterprise. 

-HftlMato  oar  eysa  had  not  been  gratifled  by  the  sight  of  anything  of  a  nature  to  fawfttd 
im^ar  tlik  dMigarswe  had  aneountefad,  for  tha  horses  in  their  stablea,  and  the  warlike  waa^* 
pons  Upd^  the  robbers'  personSt  were  all  the  disposable  property  we  had  discovered  withinsida 
tb«  drdiry  wnlla  bars ;  whila  now  that  my  partisans  found  time  for  reflection,  and  consequently 
contemplated  the  suhjeet  of  thabaraneM  of  tha  place,  tbey,  some  of  them,  snrmtsed  they  had* 
becti  MNntght  here  on  a  Qnisotle  enterprise  to  destroy  a  powerful  horde  of  robbers  at  tha 
immhieWiirit  of  their  own  Mvea,  but  why  or  wherefore,  except  that  it  might  ha  to  serve  come 
tMsterchd  ef  mlne^  tbey  could  not  pouibly  conjecture.  These  apprehensions  naturidly 
mndd  my  lUIOwueolnbatints,  who  bad  not  so  much  confidence  in  the  dwarf  as  mys^  fotf 
moct  ik^iifllv* ;  yet,  from  pivdential  motives,  no  questions  of  a  natnrs  to  gratify  this  pta^ 
rfeai  iMmI  asked  by  tham  long  aa  we  remained  seated  with  the  count  and  his  fomiily.  Soda; 
bowtfveivaswa  had  quitted  tbaaa^  every  individual  of  ns  kept  pretty  close  to  Jaeabus,'  in  tha^ 
tspMUtUMi  of  beating plaasbig  inteUiganaa  from  his  lips;  but  he  conducted  us  to  tha  stable; 
and  a^itb  provoking  abatinaey  fod  ovary  one  of  the  bones  beforo  be  condescended  to  answer 
any  «i#  'hl»  qgmlianaia  on  Aa  luldaet  wa  bad  most  at  heart* 

^  We  aro  bit,  by  all  that's  saeied,  I  believe  we  aro  bit  1 "  exclaimed  the  ^v-devaiU  pre^her, 
no  loogar  ibia  to  oontain  his  foelings  of  dimppointment  on  seeing  the  dwarf  employed  foeding^ 
tbe  boNes,  evidently  in  readineas  to  take  a  Jouroey  with  them.— •«  Bit  !'*  repeated  the  impa. 
tient  Dnebambean.  «*  Zounds,  by  my  honour  as  a  gentleman,  1*11  make  a  buUet-hole  in  tha 
matfVesreaii  ftv  Ida  roul  to  escape  by,  should  the  urchin  have  led  us  hero  for  nothing  more 
tinm  hii  awn  pastima*** 

■■  Who  tha  devil,  pocmasing  one  grain  of  tense,  would  have  engaged  in  an  entexprtie  of  thic 
sort,  uiAem  with  the  pvospeet  of  love  or  of  gain  ?**  muttered  the  bigaaiirt. 

Baron  San  Lucas;  Uke  tbe  rest  of  my  companions,  no  doubt  entertained  painful  appro* 
henaionaof  the  dwmf's  probity  and  veracity,  yet  he  wid  nothing  of  his  suspicions,  for  the 
baron  vraa  an  experienced  character,  nearly  arrived  at  the  rubicon  of  lifo,  whom  god-lika 
reason,  except  in  gambling  transactions,  governed  as  a  good  master  governs  a  servant.  Not- 
witbatanding  that  Jacobus  must  have  heard  most  of  the  preceding  remarks,  he,  without  no- 
tieiDg  them*  and  with  imparturbablagravityy  perseveringly  went  on  in  the  task  he  had  imposed 
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on  bimselt^  tin  hiving  fed  every  sifted  in  Hie  ttable,  li«  hunuiroiiKlf  i«imriced>to 
that  substantial  loads  were  necessary  to  8tT«n|flb«n  ;«nd  eoiiifart  the  tesldca  of  tboM  aBimab 
which  had  to  be  outwardly  burdened  by  carrying  an  wieldly  loadi  IW  the  •cttmmiodfttiMi  of 
manic ind  ;  and  therefinre,  now  <bat  he  had  attended  to  tbt  "tat  »stgntkl  dot;y  tto^uind  of 
him  on  this  occasion,  namely,  that  of  providing  Ibr  imaafc  nwrlogij  hnnn-pirpawid  to  aicmia 
the  business  for  whioh  we  had  oo11eeted,*tDgeth«r  and  ibagbt  m  temlf  ,  hf  ynttfaig  os  in 
possession  of  the  greatly-ooveted  treasure.  Here  one  eeneral  burst  of  satufketion  saluted  the 
dwarf's  ears,  for  we  all  supposed  he  purposed  leading  us,  without  more  words,  to  the  treasure. 
We  were,  however,  egregiously  mtstalran,  fov  the  Hcile  feUow  had  no  thoughts  of  putting  us 
into  possession  of  the  robbers'  hoards  of  wealth  #ithout  previously  stipulating 'certain  con* 
ditions  for  himself.  It  is  true  he  formerty^told  me  that  he  wenM  ieatirely  depend  on  my 
honour  and  gratitude  for  his  levanl;  yet  now  thai  b^saw  whtft  a  turbulent  set  of  gentlemen 
I  had  concerned  with  me  in  this  eutefprise,  be  vei^  piwlertly  thought  It  ineambcnt  on  him, 
before  we  had  got  poesemipB  of  aaj  spoils,  to  ensare  (he  consent  of  evvy  individual  present 
to  his  partieipation  in  the  profits  of  our  enterprise,  es  nlie  ««r  yeemhes'that  he  should  reoelve 
an  equal  ihare  of  the  booty  with  the  TMt  of  ni,  and  thet  4t  shonld  be  ^diMtfibolad  tritb  tiM 
moct  r%id  impertSality.  These  pvondses  lieviag  been^^allei  tev  wiere  iBade«nd'a»oni  tMigr 
«B  about  him,  when  Jaeobua  conducted  m  into  en  sHlgdliiing  stable,  asid  as  a  steee  te  heep* 
ing  horsed  forage  in ;  and  here  be  set  himself  end  oae  ior  two  nsoae  stf  <lhe  party  ift  voiIl.  m 
clearing  away  a  quantity  of  straw  which  liad  iMen  deposited  neat  the  waMef  the  iaoer  side 
of  the  building ;  which  done,  he  swept  somelaeee  gsaatl  ftom  over  atsap-dner-tkefa^wyehii 
had  served  effectually  to  hide  from  view  ;  and  then,  after  procuring  a  light,  (bew  a  hey  froea 
his  pocket,  whieh  lie  asid  lie  had  tsAten  "from  Ms  «aplain's  ^pmwtm. 

ne  dwarf  unlocked  the  trap-door,  wliloh  ^rae  viary  walghtp^aad  I  emirteA  him  to  Itt  H  a^^ 
^en  he,  obsendng  that  one  of  ns  would  be  snAoient  to  dmeeod  with  hiant  to  bead'  19  the 
epoDs,  commenced  his  descent  down  avhoit  biaiitn  laMer;  and  I,  after  4elfiag4be  bangn  la 
remain  with  his  friends  where  they  wck,  end  take  eesa  of  what  I  might  hand  ap4a  thsi^ 
etepped  upon  the  ladder,  and  followed  the  dweiC  The  waiabame  af  the  bMMJits*  taeaear^ 
which  I  now  entered,  bore  no  other  resemUlanoe  ta  the  <hr  eelehtatrd  eaia  of  hiedditi'a 
exploits  than  that  it  was  a  rteeptaeVe  for  treesare  *.  this  was  a  ghmmy  eellar,  in  whseh^  how- 
ever, were  a  number  of  old  chests,  moady  hi  a  aiotMering  saiidifbe^  faot^  eatriaiBly  to  my 
flight,  all  more  or  less  stored  with  plate,  Jewellery,  specie,  or  other  eahi ableei  Jatfdwi^  who 
wisely  was  bent  on  making  the  most  €^  the  present  time,  wMioal  wuttmg  woaAs  hi*ioavaiBa 
tion,  set  himself  seriously  to  woik  in  unpadtiag  one  of  the  lavgart  chetfcs  efvaiaable^  and 
hfmding  the  contents  to  me  fast  as  he  unpeeked  ^em;  whale  Z,  welh  aeal  aad  fpad^wili 
oqual  to  his  own,  pasted  the  same  up  totbebaron,  who  stood  on  the  ii^toe  of  iifipatieBtespeo* 
tation  at  the  trap-door  to  rec«ve  the  articles  thus  piaeared  for  hiau  Ihe  oAee  a«  wwa 
nov  engaged  in  was  a  most  delectable  one;  but  to ahorten  the  atory,  ilTemains-onlf  te  any 
that  chest  after  chest  was  despoiled  of  its  contents,  until  the  gloaniy  oeUer  had  nothing  lefi  in 
It  of  a  nature  to  ftirther  tempt  <our  avarice.  We  now  mounted  the  ladder  ta  t^|oin  my  parti- 
aana,  but  just  previous  to  our  doing  so,  the  simSarity  of  poor  Aladdin's  stale,  whea  the  tra|^ 
door  was  closed  on  him  by  the  wHy  African,  foxvibly  struck  my  iamgiaatmn,  and  I  ahaddeted 
*  at  refiecting  on  what  would  be  my  miserablevnd,  should  the ftaieiaity|of  gaanelai a  ahnati  taka 
it  in  their  heads,  for  the  sake  of  more  booty  for  themselves^  te  pnwddafor  iqy  aBetataxy  and 
me  in  the  same  way. 

We  now  busied  ourselves  in  dividing  the  greet  tieaauie  we  had  taken  inlo  nine  portiona, 
as  nearly  equal  in  value  as  we  could  make  them;  but  while  we  ware  employed  hi  thieiaee^ 
nating  task,  the  gamesters  and  myself  were  made  to  langh  moat  heartily  at  aaarOaalio  ^pwsftioii 
put  by  Jacobus  to  the  d^decant  parson,  asking  whether  or  not  he  now  coatideMdhiaurif  aad 
his  friends  to  be  bit. 

The  precious  metals  glittering  before  our  eyes,  and  on  the  e««  af  heuig  divided  betiaeen  aa, 
had  the  effect  of  putting  the  fraternity  of  gamesters  rate  suoh  eatteme  gaad  hamoiir»  that 
Jaeobus  might  have  jested  with  any  one  of  ^be  party  withewt  oxpashig  hhaself  lothe  uUk  of 
giving  offence,  however  free  his  Jests  might  be ;  hut  he  'had  other  haaiaem  m  head,  and 
therefore  contented  himself  by  mailing  a  fow  remarks,  ere,  eeeompaaied  fay  Moaaiesir  Daah. 
embeau  and  the  gaUant  bigamist,  he  proceeded  to  the  ohapel,  le  beiag  Arom  Ihenaa  o«ir 
leverely  wounded  companion,  that  be  might  he  {waaent  at  the  diiiiiiiii  cf  tin  hooiy  wa  Iwd 
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nude,  to  see  juitice  done.  Aeoordingly,  tbe  ci-devant  banker's  clerk  was  assisted  on  his  way 
to  tbe  stable*  which  contained  our  treasure,  when  the  mere  sight  of  it  rejoiced  his  heart  with  a 
joy  which  made  him  almost  forget,  his  wounds.  At  the  suggestion  of  Baron  San  Lucas,  it 
was  now  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  my  companions,  that  I  should  select  for  myself  whichever 
heap  of  tbe  treasvre  I  chose ;  and  it  was  also  settled  that  the  baron  should  be  allowed  the 
second  choice ;  while  that  lots  should  be  cast  by  tbe  remaining  six  persons  concerned,  to 
decide  bow  they  should  each  be  entitled  to  draw. 

Notwithstanding  that  these  preliminaries  were  agreed  to,  the  preacher,  who  it  was  said  had 
never  entered  a  pulpit  unaccompanied  by  these  companions,  produced  a  pair  of  dice  from  his 
pocket,  when  instead  of  lots  being  drawn,  at  his  suggestion,  these  well-known  implements  of 
dishonesty  were  resorted  to,  to  determine  each  individual's  turn  for  selecting  from  the '  piled 
heaps  of  treasure.  Friendly,  however,  as^^^they  were  inclined  to  be,  some  bickering  took  place 
among  the  gamesters,  from  suspicion  of  the  dice  being  loaded  ones ;  and  this  was  natural, 
becanse  tbeir  owner  won  the  priority  of  choice ;  but  it  passed  off*  in  tolerable  humour,  when, 
by  a  cast  of  tbe  said  dice,  the  last  lot  of  treasure  was  apportioned  to  honest  Jacobus.  Thus, 
thtU  which  satisfied  me  that  there  mnst  have  been  some  unfairness  in  the  business,  served 
to  reeoacUe  the  parson's  feUow-gamesters  to  the  undue  advantage  he   had  taken  over 


Soc4^  M  tb«  diiiaion  of  the  booty  had  been  made,  the  dwarf  furnished  us  with  a  number 
of  atcoqg  oor«  aacka,  and  every  man  of  us  expeditiously  stowed  away  his  own  portion  of 
Ibe  naope^r  and  jewellery  upon  his  person,  and  his  plate  in  one  of  the  sacks ;  when  thrs  having 
beta  doii^  V8  tied  the  mouths  of  our  seeks  tightly  up,  and  each  put  a  private  mttk  on  his 
own,  and  then  we  busied  ourselves  in  saddling  the  horses  and  packing  the  bags  of  treasure  in 
Si  Mgbt  C9HPt»  vb«Qli.atood  near  the  stable. 

CQUDt  Aoselma  and  hia  fair  daugbter,  to  whom  I  now  notified  our  readiness  to  depavt, 
««l»  -bigbly  pli*aaeH  at  the  news,  and  no  time  was  lost  in  putting  the  severely  wounded  gen- 
tlemaaJiola  the  eart,  as  also  fair  Antonta  and  her  nuiid,  with  our  hags  of  treasure;  when 
Jacobus  with  a  eartwhip  in  his  hand  and  a  smock-frock  slipped  over  his  dress,  undertook  the 
oflQea^oC  dfixec  to  the  heavily-laden  vehicle,  to  which  he  had  yoked  a  couple  of  horses  f  and 
tbe  femaiocleie  jof  u%  including  the  count  and  his  servant,  mounted  on  horseback,  prepared  to 
£aUow  haluad  the  cart. 

Antania,  the  gentle  Antonia,  was  a  considerate  creature ;  and  though  her  heart  bounded 
with  4«lfgl}t  at  the  prospect  before  her  of  quitting  this  much-dreaded  haunt  of  banditti,  where 
she  bad  been  cruelly  treated,  yet  the  dictates  of  compassion  moved  her  now  to  inquire  of  us 
what  had  beeome  of  thjB  wounded  robbers ;  for  she  hoped,  she  ardently  hoped,  she  said,  they 
were  ia  a  place  of  safety,  where  their  wounds  would  be  properly  dressed,  and  their  other  wants 
attended  to. 

T|ia  evangelical  preacher,  who  chanced  to  be  near  the  considerate  lady  when  she  made 
these  remuarka,  and  whose  main  avocation  in  life  had  been  to  preach  up  that  charity  to  others, 
which,  like  too  many  preachers  of  the  gospel,  he  rarely  thought  of  practising  himself,  promptly 
replied  to  her  by  saying,  the  captured  robbers  were  all  of  them  locked  up  in  a  place  of  safety,, 
where  In  due  time  the  officers  of  justice  would  ferret  them  out,  to  convey  them  to  prlyon^ 
where  their  wants  and  woiinds  would  ^be  administered  to  until  the  day  arrived  when  tb^ 
must  expiate  their  crimes  on  a  gibbet. 

"  She  hoped  not ;  she  hoped  they  "would  not  be  brought  to  that  miserable  end  ;*'  said  the 
lair  gu^  with  a  sigh,  for,  added  she,  "^though  their  crimes  have  been  great,  their  punishment 
has  already  been  severe  ;  and  mercy  shown  to  them  might  be  the  forerunner  of  repentance^ 
by  means  of  which  their  souls  would  be  saved  hereafter,  and  they  themselves  might  live  worthily 
tbe  residue  of  their  days  here.*' 

**  By  my  honour  as  a  soldier,**  observed  the  gallant  DiLshembeau,  who  had  listened'wKh 
ifient  attention  to  the  two  preceding  speeches,  and  bowing  to  Antonta  while  he  spoke,  **  the 
yooag  lady's  sentiments  are  highly  to^be^admired— their  beauty  assimilates  with  that  of  her 
fiur  peraoQ  ;  the  poor  wretches  she  condescends  to  compasaonate,  have  been  conquered,  are 
more  or  leas  wounded,  and  all  of  them  pent  up  in  a  close  prison.  What  are  we  to  do  with 
them  ?  To  let  them  go  f^ee  would  be  attended  with  peril  to  ourselves ;  and  if  we  leave  them 
imprisooed  here^  in  all  human  probability  their  fSite  will  be  to  starve,"  ^ 
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"  They  are  all  of  them  outlawed  robbers  and  murderers,  irreligious  men,  the  enemies  of 
society  at  large,"  murmured  the  cidtvatU  parson.** 

'*  I  heartily  wish  they  were  away  at  some  far  distant  place,  where  they  might  get  married 
and  reform,**  said  the  bigamist,  while  looking  significantly  at  Antonla's  waiting  woman. 

**'  The  poor  devils !  what  in  the  name  of  charity  can  we  do  with  them  ?**  obeenred  the 
baron. 
^.  **  Jacobus,**  asked  I,  "  what  is  your  advice  on  this  occasion  ?*' 

**  What !  a  set  of  heroes  ask  counsel  from  one  like  me  ?**  said  the  dwarf  smilingly ;  "  well 
then,  since  the  fates  make  me  your  oracle,  I  charge  you,  gentlemen,  to  give  yourselves  no  kind 
of  trouble  concerning  the  prisoners.  We  will  leave  them  here  safely  locked  and  bolted  witbtn 
their  oliambers.  They  have  a  supply  of  provision,  and  may  enjoy  the  advantages  to  be  derifiad 
from  society :  let  them,  therefore,  either  wile  away  the  term  of  their  captivity  in  oonvei 
or  ohew  the  sweet  cud  of  reflection,  and  moralise  on  the  subject  of  their  past  lives, 
while,  worthy  signors,  leave  the  task  to  mc  of  finding  some  person  to  liberate  then*  alter 
Jttfficient  time  has  been  afforded  us  to  remove  ourselves  to  such  a  distance  as  wiU  ensora  w 
Jigainst  danger  from  them.'* 

The  dwarfs  advice  was  approved  of,  and  I  consequently  signified  to  him  that  everythiiif 
regarding  the  prisoners  should  be  left  entirely  to  his  management;  upon  which,  witlMMt 
JBore  words,  he  cracked  his  whip,  and  away  went  the  horses  with  the  cart  of  treasare ;  but  as 
it  aMved  off,  I  observed  that  fair  Antonia's  eye<  were  intently  fixed  on  the  dilapidated  chateau, 
and  tears  of  joyful  gratitude  trickled  down  her  lovely  cheeks ;  while  in  christian  humility  Imt 
iiands  renkained  pressed  together  in  an  attitude  of  prayer,  and  her  lips  moved  in  gratefol  thaaks 
to  the  beneficent  distributor  of  all  good. 

To  avoid  as  much  as  possible  attracting  attention,  the  horsemen  followed  behind  the  cart 
In  parties  of  two  or  three,  and  so  far  off,  that  in  circuitous  parts  of  the  road  the  WMt 
advanced  of  us  only  kept  it  in  view.  In  this  manner  we  journeyed  some  few  miles,  when  «hr 
little  conductor  struck  into  a  wood,  where,  amongst  the  thickest  of  the  trees,  he  bron^glit  us 
an  to  a  holt,  and  the  horsemen  dismounted  from  their  steeds. 

'*  All  except  one  t>f  you,  signors,  must  remain  here  to  guard  our  treasure,  while  I,  escorted 
-by  that  brave  individual,  proceed  to  Tcrni,  to  procure  the  habiliments  lying  there  belonglBg 
to  the  smock-frocked  tribe  of  heroes  now  environing  me,**  said  Jacobus,  soon  as  we  had  put 
our  feet  to  the  ground. 

••  You,  my  good  friend,  are  our  guide,*'  replied  I,  "  therefore  your  will  is  a  law  with  vol 
Say,  which  of  the  party  do  you  wish  should  accompany  you  ?** 

The  dwarf  rejoined  by  obxerving  that  we  were  all  brave  men,  and  it  signified  litHo  whidi 
of  us  became  his  companion  ;  on  hearing  which  the  bigamist  tendered  his  services  to  him ; 
but  this  offer  all  at  once  changed  Jacobus's  sentiments,  inasmuch  as  it  made  him  remark  that 
so  gallant  a  Lothario  with  the  ladies  might  possibly  lead  them  into  difficulties  at  Temi ;  and 
therefore  he  added,  provided  it  was  ap:reeablc  to  that  gentleman  to  do  so,  he  would  thank 
Monsieur  Dasherabeau,  the  Gallic  hero,  to  become  his  comrade.  The  Frenchman,  who  was 
ready  and  willing  to  do  anything  which  might  be  required  of  him,  unhesitatingly  acceded  to 
Jacobus's  request ;  yet  on  doing  so,  laughingly  observed  that  he  supposed  his  little  friend  stood 
in  fear  of  the  fugitive  thieves ;  when  Jacobus  honestly  avowed  that  he  would  face  any  other 
man,  or  even  a  ghost,  in  preference  to  again  falling  in  with  his  old  comrade,  the  bandit  CarL 
Jacobus  and  the  valiant  Frenchman,  mounted  on  two  excellent  horses,  now  took  their  depar* 
ture,  to  get  possession  of  the  clothes  of  myself  and  my  fellow  combatants,  which  on  onr 
i^uitting  Rome,  habited  in  countrymen's  dresses,  it  should  be  observed  we  had  forwarded  to 
an  inn  at  Temi,  to  be  kept  there  until  applied  for.  Yet  just  previous  to  his  departnre^  the 
honest  dwarf  and  I  so  arranged  that  he  was  to  send  post  horses  and  a  carriage  fh>m  Tsml  to 
a  certain  petty  inn  of  his  appointing,  on  the  road-side  leading  to  the  kingdom  of  N^>1eSy  for 
Jacobus  and  I  had  decided  on  journeying  to  the  Neapolitan  capital  in  the  company  of  Count 
Ansclma  and  his  daughter,  who  were  going  there  on  their  way  to  Toulon.  In  spite  of  the 
wounds  of  my  party,  we  were  now  a  merrj*  set ;  and  jokes  and  laughter  made  time  fleet 
rapidly  away  with  us,  while  Jacobus  was  absent  on  the  business  of  his  mission.  The  couBt 
too,  who  had  almost  got  rid  of  his  fears  for  the  safety  of  his  beloved  child,  and  that  fair  maid 
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likewise  in  a  great  measure  participated  in  our  pleasure ;  tbongfa  to  bave  expected  tbem  to 
be  as  gay  as  ouneWes  would  bave  been  ridfetrioas^  Inasoiuob  as  we,  tbe  conquerors  of  the 
banditti,  bad  extremely  enriobed  ourselves  by  tbe  late  adveBtrnv,  wbile^  on  tbe  contrary,  tbese 
noble  personages  bad  been  despoiled  by  tbe  banditti  of  all  tbe  wealtb  with  which  they 
travelled.  However,  my  associates  fully  agreed  with  me  not  to  accept  of  any  ransom  money 
from  them. 

Tbe 'business  for  which  my  partisans  bad  engaged  themsdves  In  my  cause  being  now 

happily  accomplished,  every  man  of  them  was  free  to  depart  for  whatever  place  he  chose, 

with  his  share  of  the  booty  along  with  blm.    Consequently,  hi  a  short  consultatloo  which  we 

held  together  out  of  the  count's  hearing,  it  was  agreed  upon  amongst  us  that  all  except 

Jacobus,  my  secretary,  and  me,  who  purposed  being  the  c^unfft  companions,  as  also  the 

bigamist,  who,  it  seems,  bad  taken  fire  at  the  charms  of  Antonia's  pretty  waiting  maid,  and 

thereibre  woald  fain  become  one  of  my  party,  ahonld  proceed  in  their  own  way,  and  according 

to  their  own  desire,  for  the  Roman  capital.    Had  such  a  guarantee  been  necessary  to  ensure 

the  return  of  our  measengers  with  all  due  expedition,  their  two  sacks  of  booty,  now  vemiliiBK 

fai  our  custody,  unquestkmably  would  have  commanded  that  eflbct    I»  however^  knew  that 

the  dwaif  bad  iteady  done  too  much  in  the  cause  fai  which  be  bad  voluntarily  embariEod,  ta 

penntt  of  hit  acting  a  sbnffliog  part  by  my  party ;  and  m€fnov»  I  felt  satisfied  that  ahonld 

he,  contrary  to  the  good  ophiion  I  had  formed  of  him,  be  disposed  to  act  treaehereudy,  and 

tarn  informer  againtt  us,  for  any  reward  he  might  get  promised  him  by  the  SMgistimqr,  that 

the  preaenoe  of  his  gallant  GalUe  companion  would  frustrate  his  des^n.    Nevertheless*  tboiq^ 

Dj  mind  was  easy  on  this  subject,  yet  I  eonld  not  avoid  feeling  apprdwaaive  of  cvfl»  vrhieh 

night  tajut  from  Carle  and  his  fellow  robber,  who  esoaped  fimn  us,  or  fnm  some  nnforeseeii 

cause.    My  fears,  however,  on  this  bead  were  only  triflings  when  compared  with  those  of  my 

gamester  oompaniops,  for  tbese  gentlemen,  on  every  occaskMi,  were  accustomed  to  enter  into 

a  calcaIatlo&  of  the  odds  and  chances  for  and  against  them  i  therelbre,  as  they  mostly  asso- 

cbted  «p1th  the  most  nopriBclpled  part  of  the  community,  they  coUdd  not  do  otherwise  thoa 

become  extremely  suspicious  of  the  dwarfs  Jntentlom,  and  consequently  unoommonty  desirooa 

of  getting  themselves  removed  to  a  phMO  of  safiety  with  their  treasure^    But  this  last  djeet 

could  not  be  aooompUshed  untfl  Jacobus  returned  to  us ;  ibr  ^  wounded  had  to  be  taken 

care  U,  and  the  party  goii^  to  Rome  requhred  the  cart  for  this  purpose.    The  ei^devmd 

paraon  and  lawyer,  whose  practices  in  and  knowledge  of  life  made  hhn  believe  every  man  to 

be  a  rogue,  aUowed  sundry  very  invldiotts  expresskms  to  escape  from  his  lips;  as  likewise  did 

our  severely  wounded  gentlemen  s  but  this  was  by  no  means  euiprisbg,  as  he  ao  daukt 

recollected  hlf  ownold  propensities,  and  therefore  coidd  not  be  supposed  to  hove  an  impttsft 

belief  in  tbe  honesty  of  others.    One  remark,  howeverv  was  made  dnrii^  our  demilftory  ooi»- 

versatloo,  which  merits  being  mentioned,  beoanse  It  was  of  a  nature  to  make  Ihe  firatendtgr 

of  us  blush,  provided  blushes  oould  hove  been  extracted  firom  our  cheeks^  and  this  woo 

uttered  by  Coi^nt  Anselma,  who,  being  ignorant  thft  he  was  amoofat  gamester*,  and  feeling 

himself  called  upon,  firom  something  previously  said,  to  utter  an  opinion  upon  play^aseo, 

quoted  that  of  tiie  femous  Aristotle,  where  he  ranks  gamesters  with  thieves  ioA  plunderers 

The  oonnt*8  remark,  though  tt  fidled  hi  sufibsing  that  gentlemania  cheeks  with  bhuhes»  yet 

so  lar  nettled  his  tender  feelings  of  honour  as  to  make  the  Mga^ibt  cease  his  attentkms  to 

the  fair  JUU  de  ekambrt,  that  he  might  re|>ly  to  the  slanderer  of  his  professhm,  and  this  ho 

did  by  observing  that  a  great  proportion  of  all  dasses  of  society,  men  and  women  al&e^  wen 

addScted  to  the  passion  of  play. 

'*  It  matters  not,**  replied  Count  Ansdma,  <'  which  may  be  the  sex,  or  what  nsay  be  their 
walk  in  life  ;  with  professed  gamesters,  plunder  is  their  -sole  ahn.  Yet  I  allow  that  bi  gambig,  aa 
wdl  aa  In  other  vices,  there  may  be  different  degrees  of  guilt ;  as,  for  example,  the  youth  who 
commences  bis  career  at  the  gandng  table,  is  a  pigeon ;  but  alter  the  faifemal  erew  omoid 
bun  have  In  good  earnest  plucked  hhi  rich  plumage ;  when  they  have  divided  among  them 
hia  extensive  manors,  his  ancient  forests,  and  hhi  paternal  mansions;  then,  when  these 
leschce  have  sucked  away  all  bis  substance,  and  notUng  more  remains  to  gorge  their  maws» 
he  himself  Is  taught  to  become  a  cdd  calculating  diarper ;  one  of  a  firatemity  who  deoo* 
miaato  themeolves  hononrable  men,  yet  scruple  not  at  defrauding  every  lione|t  person  that 
pboes  coofldemee  to  thenh    80  mveh  for  the  mde  gamefter,  but,  oloal  with  the  youn^  female 
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rotMTj  to  thif  dettroetive  art»  ttw  OMe  b  ttfll  more  haittM^  hr  Ugh  gaming  nmit  «ll0ii 
be  accompanied  with  great  lostet;  and  after  all  the  refovroefp  regular  and  irragolar, 
honest  and  fraadnlent,  are  diiaipatedy  game  debts  mutt  be  paid.  The  whnter  it  no  ttraager 
to  the  necesMties  of  the  case,  hints  at  commutations*  which  dare  not  be  refused,  and  thns 
the  last  valuable  jewel  of  female  poaieaiion  if  unaToidably  resigned.  This  indeed  is  the  worst 
of  all  evils,  but  an  evil  to  which  every  female  gamester  is  inevitably  exposed.*' 

Coont  Ansdma*s  attack  upon  gamesters  was  too  general  and  by  fiur  too  caustic,  to  be 
listened  to  with  paUenee,  even  by  one  of  the  most  placid  of  the  gambUng  fraternity ;  and 
the  baron,  though  he  was  a  philosophic  character,  one  who  was  always  on  hia  guard 
against  passion,  yet  considered  it  incumbent  on  him  to  aid  the  bigamist  in  rsbnttfnf  llie 
violent  stigma  now  cast  on  their  joint  profession.  To  do  which,  he  addressed  the  eeont* 
saying  that  in  his  opinion  the  term  **  sharper,*'  which  the  noble  count  attached  to  the  nian 
who  amused  himself  by  play,  was  nnjusti6ably  severe ;  for,  after  all  had  been  said  tkat 
•ophistry  could  urge  on  the  subject,  it  must  be  granted  that  the  suooessAd  player,  no 
natter  whether  with  dioe,  or  at  games  phiyed  with  cards,  stands  Indebted  to  cAianca  flur 
more  than  to  skill  fSor  his  socoess. 

•*  I  respect  every  gentleman's  epinion,"  njoined  the  count"  We,  however,  are  all  lUble' 
to  f&T,  and  my  opiaioQ,  baron*  as  I  have  stated,  is  entirely  at  Tarianee  with  yeoist  k  is 
limQar  to  that  of  Aristotle. 

•*  Gad's  bloDd,"  eschdmed  tmf  aeeretary,  ^  the  count  and  Aristotle  an  perfoetlsr  i^t 
Chunester^  for  all  the  world,  are  like  land  erabs  and  lawyers,  whicdi  spare  no  €areaa%  mat 
let  go  their  bold,  whUe  there  is  enough  left  for  another  bite.** 

Umbo  last  attacks  eame  home  to  tlm  feeBngs  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  aJJi— fl ; 
-  fent  luokfly,  belbte  any  reply  could  be  made,  approadiing  horsemen  were  heard*  when  Jaeifboa 
and  the  Ftenohman  Immediately  came  hi  sight.  Their  airival  almeet  magically  banUtod 
from  every  bnsast  the  Isiitable  sansatkms  occasioned  by  ^e  counts  and  Monday^  vMSfo- 
aonioos  speeches^  and  In  place  of  them  substituted  the  livdy  leeHngs  of  Joy— of  a  Joy  wUbh 
Mighted  every  heart  among  us.  Jaeohas  had  achieved  the  obfeet  of  his  Journey,  and  the 
apparel  bdonging  tomy  party,  which  he  and  his  companion  brought  back  with  tbem,  gars 
them  much  the  appearance  of  two  enterprising  oommerclBl  gentlemen,  denominated  tAkt, 
;nr  bagmen,  when  travelling  with  bulky  commodities,  to  display  before  country  shopkeepeh^ 
i^ho  may  eondeaeend  to  permit  of  tbeae  goods  behig  unpacked  on  their  premises.  Bfim  Is 
sever  In  better  humour  than  when  the  eloud  of  suspicion  has  just  been  temoved  from  Um  s 
cansequently  almost  every  fodhlduBl  present  warmly  greeted  the  new  comers,  and  ini^y 
riiert  questions  were  put  to  them.  They  however,  vrithont  replyfaig  to  whnt  was  said,  c^ 
-tiie  paekagw  of  dothes  upon  the  earth ;  when  Jacobus,  after  briefly  remarking  that  dflfgemse 
free  the  mother  of  good  luck,  told  us  we  shonld  act  wisely  In  habiting  ourselves  In  our  propter 
garments  as  qufc)kly  as  possible*  We  were  none  of 'us  inclined  to  act  In  opposKIon  to  the 
dwarfs  good  advice,  yet  with  all  the  haste  we  could  make,  it  was  an  allkir  of  many  mbmlies 
to  complete  the  toilet  duty  of  the  party ;  inasmuch  as  the  badly  wounded  gentleman  regnfrM 
assistance  to  eflbct  his  metarmorpheee,  while  the  removal  of  our  specie  fW>m  the  crowds 
(rackets  of  the  peasants'  garments  we  had  worn  to  achieve  our  bold  adventure  in,  to  those  of 
trar  own  proper  garments,  was  a  task  which  we  could  not  be  too  precise  in  performing.  But 
notwithstanding  all  our  care ;  the  dropping  of  money  from  our  over^crammed  pockets,  and 
oooaslonally  the  picking  up  of  coin  by  parties  to  whom  it  appertained  not,  as  also  the  oft- 
repeated  examination  of  the  pockets  of  our  discarded  clothes,  and  other  ludicroips  events 
Which  happened  on  this  occasion,  gave  rise  to  many  jests  and  much  laughter,  which  more  or 
less  serred  to  enliven  every  person's  countenance. 

"  Ood  helps  them   that   help  themselves,"  said  the  ci-4e9ani  preacher,  whUe  be  was- 
employed  pinning  up  his  well  Hned  pockets  with  pfan  given  him  by  the^2ed^dbai&r«. 
**  Fbr  my  part,  I  verily  believe  that  our  two  absent  friends;  who  took  retaining  fees  from  the 
baren,  and  then  kept  away  from  this  glorious  adventure,  will  hang  themselves  fkom  Teiatfaa 
when  they  heboid  what  fine  feather  wo  are  hi.* 

"  Trusting  too  much  to  others  Is  the  rufai  of  many.     It  is  well  that  those  traanti  bcM^ 
ae  set  an  to  destruotldn,'**  seriously  observed  the  dwar( 
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^  PiroTidad  he  knows  not  how  to  retain  what  he  getf»  a  man  may  keep  hit  noae  all  Ua  liia- 
to  thn  grindftone^  and  die  diatNiiod  te  a  ihflifa«  at  hMt.    For  my  own  part»  I  ardent^  with 
wa  won  fitf  awav  and  Midv  haoBd  wifth  our  aiaal  hooiv.*'  oBauooilT  leBUikad  tha  mnanRMr 
stodLbroker. 

•  Wo  ahaUhavowharawithal  to  keep  tha  bailiff  aad  tha  oonitaUo  away  fMT  tha  naaiadar 
cf.MT  ttteeb  If  wo  ean  only  take  cave  of  U.**  Mid  the  pievouky  woanded  cleriL 

"Whatiigniiieswiihiag  and  hoping  r  exolahaed  tha  hnpatfant  dwait  ««Ho  thatliMft 
Vftm  hofrn  wiU  die  laatia^  Gobm^  let  w  bo  aiovii^,  my  frienda.  Sgaor  Wmpen^y  and  thn- 
party  I  ihaD  aceompaDy  have  only  a  short  distance  to  joomey  to  the  ina^  whom  by  thli 
timo  fMt  horses  and  a  carriaga  nuisl  be  waiting  us  ;  therefiNra  all  wo  aaad  do  wiU  bo  to  laka 
our  horses,  to  carry  us»  our  bags  of  money,  and  the  ladioi.'' 

Ianohai*i  adYioe  was  striotlv  aMcndird  to.  The  hieamisL,  mvsdL  tha  '*«"«^*  his  bma  asfu 
■J  seeiotaryy  and  Jaoobusb  were  speedily  moontod  on  oar  chaigOKB»  being  tho  fMur  whg 
bags  of  treasnre,  each  with  hk  sack  stowed  hi  front  of  liim,  and  the  oonnt  and  Uf 
■ap  wlkk  tho  lair  ones  behind  him»  for  en  this  oooasiw  ovsn  Um  bigamist's  gallantry  gaon 
wij  to  hia  love  of  the  needful,  inasmuch  aa  ho  made  no  ofEnr  of  aooommodoliag  tho  UaxJUU- 
dt-  tAmmhn  with  a  seat  behind  .him,  though  ho  took  espodal  good  care  to  cany  his  bag  of 
iisr  a  compaainn.  The  cart  and  the  horses  harnessed  tliereto  were  left  Imt  tho  aeeooi* 
of  my  wounded  partisan,  as  well  as  to  carry  tho  booty  of  those  who  pwpoaed  go&ts 
totlM  ovotlasting  city,  now  mainly  upheld  by  Jews^  but  at  what  time^  and  In  what  manner^ 
tlioboron'a  party  ooatemplatod  entering  the  town  of  ruins^  wasa  subject  into  whioh  bom  of 
■f  pmi^  troubled  themselves  by  inquiring.  Tho  dwarf  apparently  was  eitremajy  aasioaa  lo- 
OBff  departan»  as  scarcely  had  we  got  seated  on  horseback,  with  oor  treasnro  packed 
ashore  he  laconically  observed,  that  **  lost  time  is  never  Ibund  again."  and  put  spurs  t/ik 
atoed»  without  troubling  himself  to  go  through  tha  fimnalitias  of  bidding  adieu  to  our 


"  Hals^  my  lad,"  shouted  Dachembeau,  **  why,  you  an  off  like  a  shot  fired  tnm  one  of 
Oootaeo^  leather  guns.  Ton  are  afraid  of  Carloi  I  suppose ;  howtvert  good  hwk  travel  with 
700^  tat  yon  are  an  honest  little  Hellow." 

I— dins  heeded  not  what  waa  said,  while  his  sadden  departure  made  it  iaoumbent  on  tha 
of  his  party  to  act  with  promptitude  like  his  own,  fearful  we  might  otherwiso  hiso  si^ 
in  the  forest ;  consequently  no  long  adieus  were  uttered,  but  we  clapped  spun  to  oor 
and  SBOowed  after  the  dwarf;  the  two  iemales  riding  behind  the  count  and  his  man,, 
to  them  by  a  firm  hold  round  their  waists.  Jacobus  had  told  us  strictly  true.  Tho 
to  the  road  side  inn  was  only  trifling;  but  Ipr  propriety^  sake  the  females  dismounted 
wo  came  to  it,  and,  escorted  by  the  count,  terminated  their  little  journey  by  walkiifg 
then,  where  we  found  a  post  carriage  had  arrived  and  was  kept  awaiting  us.  Wo  now 
ttowod  onr  three  bags  of  treasure  away  in  the  vehicle,  and  procured  several  boys  to  follow 
behind  with  the  horses  we  had  made  free  with  belonging  to  the  banditti ;  when,  after  Jacobaa 
had  ooDunissioned  one  in  whom  he  could  confide  to  release  the  bandit  prisoners,  away  wo 
wnl,  Ugbt-haarted  and  merry,  on  our  road  to  Naples. 


CHAPTER    XV. 

'•  Tbe  bark  tliat  qtdta  tradli'*  ftJthftil  thon. 
To  Mfi  on  filMlw9l'»twMk«i«n  Mil* 
Fo«ls  winds  and  wsT«a  incieaae  tbe  mora 

It  widom  f looi  the  ahelterinv  Ire ; 
TiU  a«iwaid,  «e««vd  iiiH  impelM  __  ,^ 
Tlie  billows  ara  to  mnnnuins  owolled.*' 


"  I  wondor  m—  da^  trMt  the»— 'ves  with 
Methiaks  they  should  inrte  thon  wtthoot  kBiTW." 

^  Toe  were  h»  a  prodigious  bur  ry  to  get  away  from  oor  comrades  and  well  onA.  oC  \3m&  ^asma.  \ 
wm  wooid  have  thought  ymt  >ka%ht  ciwt, fidtoiwng  «ft«  i^bakmAniilwa^-  <^saaiw^>i^ 
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bf^inht  liogUiiKlr  to  tha  dwar^  wlmi  tlw  ptttyof  nt  W9H  tkmimithly  tmUd  faioiirpoae 
carriage,  joarneying  away  from  the  inn,  with  the  oount't  two  ienranta  stationed  ontaide  of 
tho  Tendo. 

**  The  tun  ihoiie,  and  I  was  lor  makiiiK  hay  while  it  did  ao ;  fcr,  between  ouraelrea,  I  eon. 
jeehured  there  was  a  itorm  gathering  near  oa,**  waa  the  re||lj  hoaioroody  made  to  the  big»» 
mist's  obiervation«  / 

**  h  waa  a  prudent  resolve  of  yonrs,  and  acted  on  with  beooming  spirit,  wUeh  provea  yoa 
are  not  a  man  to  pat  off  to  another  time  what  ought  to  be  done  dfaieetly.  Bat  tell  aae^ 
Jaeobnsy  waa  it  the  fear  of  yonr  old  comradea  who  escaped  from  na  that  made  yon  dap  apnra 
to  youtr  horse,  and  set  off  hi  a  gallop^  as  if  yon  were  an  agent  emnloyed  by  the  good  Maifw 
cmy  ?**  rejoined  the  bigamist* 

**  Yonr  Ideas  all  oentre  in  love ;  bnt  every  man  to  hia  trade :  tis  the  true  way  to  llve»** 
aaid  the  iacetious  dwarC 

The  bigamist  was  a  good-humonred  fellow,  or  perhaps  he  might  have  taken  fire  at  Ja- 
eaibtts*s  invidious  remark,  aa  no  person  approves  of  having  a  direct  attadi  made  on  the  asoat 
vuhwrable  and  faulty  part  of  thoir  character.     He,  however,  after  a  moment*fe  reflection,  evi* 
dently  to  turn  the  subject  of  conversation  from  hfanself,  asked  what  had  been  the  Fhwwii 
man*s  ahn  when  talking  of  a  shot  fired  from  a  leathern  gun. 

The  question  was  a  puzzling  one,  which  Jacobus  was  incapable  of  answering ;  whiles  ^ 
my  part,  I  knew  no  more  of  the  Onstavus  alluded  to  and  his  leathern  guns  than  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  another  planet ;  but  the  count,  who  was  a  remarkably  well  informed  man,  findfaig  ■» 
one  replied  to  the  question,  informed  us  that  Gustavus  of  Sweden,  in  the  battle  he  fought  at 
JLeipsie,  in  16S1,  against  the  imperialists  under  Count  TUly,  made  use  of  field-pieoes  qoi^ 
stmcted  of  hardened  leather,  bound  round  with  iron  hoops ;  in  which  battle  the  8oots»  for 
the  first  time,  fired  in  platoons;  and  doubtless,  he  added.  Monsieur  Dachembeau  had  aDodad 
to  the  combat  in  question*  I  had  seen  suffldent  of  the  dwarfs  character  to  judges  from  the 
evasive  answers  made  by  him  to  the  bigamist's  questions,  that  there  waa  aome  mystery  at* 
tached  to  our  hasty  departure  from  our  companions  in  the  forest,  which  he  did  not  approve 
of  making  known  to  the  party  of  us ;  yet  wishing  to  satisfy  my  own  curiosity  on  this  hmd,  I 
took  an  opportunity,  the  first  time  we  descended  firom  the  carriage,  of  privately  aaUng  hte 
what  had  been  the  real  occasion  of  his  extreme  hurry  in  getting  away  horn  partisans  wha 
had  acted  most  faithfolly  towards  us.  Jacobus  blushed  to  the  very  eyea  at  my  queatlon ; 
when,  after  pausing  for  a  minute  or  two,  he  replied  by  saying,  **  Signer  Wfaipenny,  this  la  n 
wortd  abounding  in  villany,  and  though  I  avow  that  In  most  cases  honesty  la  the  best  polley» 
and  the  most  satisfactory  to  the  feelings,  nevertheless,  in  my  opinion,  he  who  retallatea  not 
when  the  opportunity  is  afforded  him,  on  the  sharper  he  has  been  duped  by,  la  a  aony  foof 
for  his  pains.**  Here  the  dwarf  paused,  and  I  rq;arded  him  with  artonlahment,  for  I  was 
altogether  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what  prank  he  could  have  been  playing ;  preaently,  how- 
ever, he  resumed  speaking  by  saying,  "  He  who  cheata  with  the  dice  merits  beh^  kicked  and 
havhig  his  head  broke  ;'*  but  for  his  part,  not  being  a  fighting  diaracter,  he  had  satisfied  Um- 
aelf  for  the  Injustice  done  him  by  our  comrade,  the  cudeoani  preacher,  in  awarding  him  the 
refuse  lot  of  treasure  by  means  of  his  fklse  dice,  in  taking  advantage  of  an  ezchauge  which 
somebody  had  made  of  the  marlis  placed  on  their  two  bags,  and  thereby  left  for  hia  more 
designing  friend  the  treasure  we  had  allotted  for  him.  Jacobus,  instead  of  that  lot  he  had 
made  choice  of  for  himsdt*' 

'*  He  must  rise  betimes  in  the  morning  who  would  get  the  better  of  you  in  a  bargain,** 
said  I,  laughing  heartily  at  what  the  dwarf  had  told  me.  *'  Your  generalship,  my  frlend» 
would  not  disgrace  a  Ulysses.  I  see  how  It  is ;  you  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  you  by  being  oar  charioteer  to  exchange  the  marks  which  had  been  placed  on  the 
two  sacks  of  treasure,  and  then  you  hastened  us  away  fh>m  the  forest,  that  your  trick  might 
not  be  discovered  before  our  departure.**  The  dwarf  re-echoed  my  laughter,  but  neither 
denied  nor  acknowledged  that  he  was  the  individual  who  exchanged  the  marks  in  question ; 
consequently,  though  his  not  spealdng  to  the  point  afforded  a  proof  of  his  prudence,  yet  hia 
silence  was  likewise  confirmatory  of  his  cunning. 

"  You  have  done  well,  Jacobus,'*  now  said  I,  **  In  getting  to  vrindward  of  the  parson,  who 
oaquesthaably  i$  the  greatest  knave  of  all  my  partltans.    But,  mif  friend  something  whiter* 
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m»  that  h€  wfl!  fellow  aftnr  m  to  Naplei^  tlnre  to  eti  }r(M  to  a  teftra  aoeomt  tar  Hit  mm* 
torly  trick  you  hmve  put  upon  him." 

*■  Let  him  follow  if  he  pleuei ;  the  road  lies  before  him,**  replied  the  dwarf,  kioUiig  arddj 
while  he  s|K>ke ;  **  I  ask  only  to  g;et  there  a  day  hi  advanoe,  and  then,  should  he  find  and 
know  me,  to  call  me  to  the  reckonfaif  yon  tpeak  U,  ndne  will  bo  the  fonltv  and  I,  sfanpletoa 
as  I  shoald  be,  must  t>e  exposed  to  the  preacher's  tender  mercy." 

**  Yon  are  too  deep  for  me,  Jaoobos ;  I  cannot  delTO  hito  yonr  meaiAig.  A  remarkabia 
llgtire,  sQch  as  yours  is,  must  be  known  agafai  by  whoever  onee  sees  it." 

*'  Ton  are  an  experienced  character;  one  who  has  come  the  buoeaneer  over  and  brought 
to  ruin  Manfreda  and  his  band ;  time,  however,  that  solver  of  mysteries,  will  show  whether 
even  Slgoor  Winpenny  may  not  for  once  in  his  Hfe  be  mistaken.** 

Here^our  private  conversatfon  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  count's  lovely  daughter,  who,  in 
her  eagerness  to  journey  on,  reminded  us  that  the  rest  of  the  company  were  waiting  form ; 
and  she  knew,  she  smilingly  added,  we  were  both  of  us  much  too  gallant  to  wilfolly  occasiott 
any  delay  to  the  party  which  might  bring  nlghtfoll  upon  them  before  they  got  housed, 
and  consequently  terror  to  the  female  portion  of  it,  who,  after  what  they  had  reovitly 
undergone,  were  ill  prepared  to  brave  new  dangers.  This  summons  was  imperious  upon 
ns»  and  we  instantly  handed  the- fair  damsel  into  the  carriage  and  resumed  our  journey. 

An  extensive  knowledge  of  the  worid  gives  a  man  many  advantages  in  society ;  but  to  shino 
fai  !t  beyond  others,  an  excellent  education  must  bo  combined  with  great  practical  experienoe. 
Tile  count,  far  as  book  knowledge  and  oratorical  education  went,  was  va^iy  my  superior ;  but 
In  practical  knowledge,  youthful  as  I  was,  yet  I  entirely  outstripped  him.  '  His  eoaversa- 
tien  was  highly  Instructive,  while,  fortunately  for  me,  I  was  not  exposed  to  the  neoessity  of 
showing  ignorance  before  his  lovely  daughter  and  him,  for  though  I  knew  nothing  of  the  dead 
hmguages,  and  like  many  other  persons  thought  them  of  almost  as  little  real  use  aa  the  dead 
themselves  are,  yet,  as  I  was  of  a  cheerfol  character,  and  had  constantly.  In  proportion  to  my 
advance  In  woridly  prosperity,  endeavoured  to  make  my  personal  acquircmenta  keep  pace  with 
my  upward  progress  bi  society,  and,  among  other  accomplishments,  applied  myself  sedulouily 
to  the  study  of  several  modem  languages,  I  was  certainly  an  entertaininf  oompnnioo  for  any 
mixed  soetety,  though  unqualified  to  be  the  associate  of  persons  of  vast  eruditfion,  when  they 
made  leamlng  the  subject  of  their  discourte. 

For  these  reasons,  and,  moreover,  as  the  bigamist  was  a  good-humoured  genthNnan,  Men* 
day  and  Jacobus  always  facetiously  pleasant,  and  the  fair  Antoofai  fosdnating  to  an  extreme,, 
while  we  an  had  suiBclent  cause  for  gratification,  our  journey,  during  which  we  constantly 
strove  to  be  agreeable  to  each  other,  was  one  uninterrupted  scene  of  pleasure ;  but  to  specify 
particulars,  or  dwell  on  the  places  we  stopped  at,  is  unnecessary,  for  adventures  we  met  with 
■one,  and  our  stay  on  the  road  was  short  as  possible,  our  asafai  object  being  to  get  beyond  the 
dominions  of  the  church,  and  this  we  happilj[  effected.  The  first  and  only  town  we  nude  any 
material  stay  at  was  Sczzo,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  here  we  halted  until  our  saddle- 
horses  came  up  with  us,  which,  after  the  first  stage  of  our  journey,  had  been  left  at  a  post* 
honse^  to  be  rode  to  this  pUioe,  by  regular  stsges,  by  post-boys  of  the  country. 

It  happened  to  be  the  time  of  the  horse  foir  when  our  nags  arrived  here,  and,  for  sundry 
good  reasons,  we  deemed  it  expedient  to  dispose  of  them,  which  job  we  elfocted  most  expedi- 
tiously, and  at  tolerably  fair  prices ;  but  then  we  were  indebted  for  this  serviee  to  an  auc-  ' 
tiooeer,  who  was  assisted  in  selling  the  horses  by  certain  puffers ;  without  which  last,  no  man 
hi  his  senses,  whether  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  or  elsewhere,  would  think  of  sendhig  valuable 
property  of  any  kind  to  be  got  rid  of  by  auetion.  While  we  were  detained  at  Sezso  on  the 
foregoing  business,  we  all  went  to  see  a  play  acted.  Moses  was  the  hero  of  the  piece,  and  the 
eoojuring  tricks  he  was  made  to  perform  tu  outdid  those  of  all  the  fomed  jugglers  I  ever  saw 
or  heard  talked  of;  but  this  was  not  extraordinary,  for  when  religious  atbira  are  nada  a 
mockery  of  on  theatric  boards,  absurdity  Is  carried  to  its  extreme  bounds.  Mosea,  on  this 
occasion,  was  represented  as  an  unprincipled  sinner,  guilty  of  all  crimes ;  but  then  the  actors 
so  completely  murdered  their  several  parts,  that  the  veriest  Jew  wouW  have  folt  aahamed  at 
acknowledging  his  law-giver  and  prophet,  or  any  of  the  rabbis  and  other  IsraeKtea  about  him- 

It  WIS  gratifying  to  witness  the  happy  lives  Count  Anselma  and  hia  daau^ieus  w««>«^ 
together.     The  avowed  wish  of  one  served  as  a  law  with  the  otti«t»  wVan  ^)Qft  «&m&  ' 
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of  Mflii  ■fHWtty  wu  to  Mtteiiwuaw  mbm^  teitcf.  Aatooi«»  komrir,  wm  freqimtly 
•deprived  of  the  lenricet  of  her  waitiDg-maid,  for  the  galhiU  Ufinitt  with  lovo  diicoyne 
b^gqAed  Hbm  iBAtdHi  otr.  Mid  kept  her  emiy  6om  ber  niitreM  wheoevtr  he  eoold  i  yei  to 
grtai  wm  hit  ptrtUty  iowwdi  the  (air  fex.  that  at  thoaa  honn  whca  ^"gt'^rn  was  cosagad 
with  her  faidj,  he  vw  WMlljr  vmy^  geUaiUing  with  eoiae  other  lair  one.  Tho  dwarf  idtm 
jested  with  thii  gay  Lothario  on  hia  (oiUei^  for,  be  it  obterTed*  ho  had  two  leading  irntg 
nanely,  he  wot  much  addialed  to  ovar-feaitiiig  the  body,  aa  well  aa  to  ooortiag  the  foir ;  and 
we  were  all  made  to  laogfa  at  our  dinoarv  after  the  nJe  of  the  bortei^  by  Jaoobua  bmnorooily 
obterviDg  to  this  mbiwI  geotlemaiw  who  waa  foasting  at  a  prodigiotis  rate»  that  he  himself  wif 
not  espeiieiieed  io  these  thingf»  bat  he  had  board  it  said  that  **  over^indnlgeQce  in  love  and 
feasting  causes  the  body  to  waste  away  like  a  ssow^^iall  in  tnmmer,  and  bdnga  on  dijeetlTO 
meUneholy^  wUeh  leadt  to  mfaiaral  waten^  pffdicine,  and  repentance. " 

Eloqneiiet,  In  oma  of  bright  parts,  has  great  pewer»  insomuch  as  to  hiduoe  people  to 
beUevn  (Unga  which  have  neither  actual  nor  possibly  eiUsteoce.  This  grand  truth  we  have  too 
frei|Mntlsr  seen  veiified  by  the  eonduct  of  certain  treacherous  senators;  but  when  talented 
men»  possessing  thegift  of  eloquenosw  use  it  to  uphold  trud^  and  tirtue,  it  is  as  profitable  to 
hear  their  disomvrsn  as  the  discourse  sounds  beautiful  to  the  e«r.  This  was  strictly  tho 
case  with  Cow»  Angdms;  he  waa  highly  talented  and  most  eloquent,  while  his  eloquence 
was  lesortcd  to  for  Mother  end  than  to  promote  virtue,  and  uphold  it  in  its  beauty.  I  shall 
noiin  a  hnrry  feigel  hia  remssph  to  me  when  at  Sesso,  on  an  occasion  where,  perhaps^  ho 
was  kd  fteithfay[  wie  not  so  SM>ral  as  I  ought  to  be,  or  as  some  prhnitive  christians  are  lepre^ 
sented  to  have  been.  "  My  IHend»"  said  the  worthy  count.  **Iet  no  man  have  it  in  his  power 
to  say  with  truth  of  yo«»  that  you  are  net  a  man  of  simplicity^  candour,  and  goodness^  for  119 
man  can  hinder  you  frosi  hefeg  good  and  pure  at  heart** 

Wkh  the  praduoe  of  Ihs  sale  of  our  horses  in  ndne  end  mj  partisans'  welLUned  pockets^ 
the  party  of  «a  pMoosdod  to  the  Moapolitdn  capitaT  the  day  followiog  thai  of  our  having  dii. 
posed  of  the  anhnalai 

Count  Anselma,  who  was  well  known  in  this  delightfully  situated  city,  immediately  on  our 
arrival  prooniodo  supply  of  moneyt  and  insisted  upon  repaying  me  his  portion  of  our  travd> 
Ung  expcsses,  whieh  I  would  foin  have  le(t  him  my  debtor  for  j  but  hb  feelings  of  indepeop 
dence  permitted  not  of  his  owing  an  unnecessary  pecuniary  cbUgation  to  any  person  whatever* 
Tlie  Marquis  of  Meralvo,  one  of  the  brothers  of  the  oount*s  deceased  lady,  vras  a  residene 
here,  and  they  were  co  terms  of  brotherly  affection  together  j  Uierefore  the  count,  with  hia 
family,  went  to  reside  at  the  marquis's  mansion,  while  I  and  my  three  associates  took  op 
our  quarters  at  a  celebrated  tavern,  and  immediately  set  ourselves  to  work  selling  our  abun* 
dant  store  of  pfade  and  jewellery,  whwh,  however,  that  dangerous  suspicions  might  not  arise 
in  the  minds  of  the  purahasers*  we  prudently  took  the  precaution  of  doing  in  small  Iots»  and 
among  many  diffsrent  jewellera. 

It  was  now  the  carnival  time,  and  royalty^  wtiich  knavery  has  pronounced  can  do  no 
wrong,  was  busily  employed  at  the  work  of  tomfoolery. 

There  was  a  corso  in  the  street  of  Toledo.  It  consisted  of  two  cars  full  of  masks:  the 
fint,  drawn  by  e«ght  superb  horses,  representing  a  Russian  sledge,  in  which  were  the  Ud|^ 
and  twdve  nobles  of  the  court,  all  apparelled  as  Cossacks  s  the  second,  also  drawn  by  eight 
horses,  belonged  to  a  pdno%  who,  with  his  saitew  were  dressed  as  English  jockies.  The  prin* 
cipal  spert  of  these  distinguished  personages  was  to  frighten  the  horses  of  the  equipages  ai 
they  passed  along  by  flinging  at  their  heads  balls  made  of  flour  and  plaster,  and  to  break  the 
panes  of  the  whidows  of  the  first  and  seeood  floors  of  all  the  houses  which  happened  to  be  '■ 
closed.  These  princely  divenions  of  an  anointed  ruler  and  his  august  family,  however,  were 
attended  with  serious  accidents.  A  lady  was  thrown  out  of  her  carriage  and  run  over;  a 
geoUeman  was  likewise  thrown  by  his  horse,  trodden  under  foot,  and  killed ;  but  then  royalty 
was  amused,  and  the  Keapolitaa  soldiers,  the  cavalry  in  particular,  in  maintaining  order, 
afforded  a  glorious  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves,  which  they  did  with  their  aceua* 
tomod  bravery  and  urbanity,  striking  to  the  right  and  left  with  their  sabres  the  foot  passen* 
gers  who  crowded  to  see  the  masquerade,  aad,  in  imitation  of  their  betters,  magnanlmoody 
leaving  the  maiiaed  and  wretohedjof  the  poor  to  repine  unpitied  in  the  streets  and  on  the 
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CHAPTER   XVL 

"  Tif  c«hB,  «lMr  BifM,  tbe  streeti  bo  more 
Are  thfosg'd ;  Mie  gnod  proe«Mioa'»  e^er. 
Bot  hie  thee  forth  the  city  wall, 
Ab4  see  what  will  ftay  rfgbt  appal:-- 
The  maiaaed  and  wretehed.** 

**  Te  neA^wko  prar  year  hieed  fir  kfUM  ae  weter. 
What  hare  they  fiwrn  year  diildien  la  zetum  2 
A  heritaire  of  ierntnde  and  woe*, 
A  bhadfold  beeduef  wheve  year  hli«:la  Uewe.** 


«*  And  aow  betng  femiiilD^  afray*d, 

WkhMneamdl  ^dfcev  MdMravpalnl^eBd 
He  looked  in  almoet  aUreapepta  a  aaaid*'' 


ft 


Tm  morniiig  foilowkig  owr  arrival  at  Na^  I  liaanl  andaaw  itffidttl  of  «b9  ariMtabto  ooa- 
■aq|Deiict8oftha4»r8o;  bat,  to  ptm  firom  the  iwfqhiag  Htunm,  adt  a  HtHa  to  my  ^ifiyiiwi,  fcr 
I  aotidpatad  nothing  of  bblMeitioiiaytlwdvraitiftttr  ear  hreaMttt,  told  no  Im  litait  %^ 
kave  to  remove  his  quarters,  for  that  ha  had  a  ftieadltr  tha  iiei|:MKwrhaOd  of  fboi«#ti-a4o 

..kMlftedoo  his  beoauiiBg  Us  gnait.  I  tflLod  Om  UtOo  Mkm  toot  omth  to  arttllilglf  rflow  of 
Idi.  aaparathig  frona  dioio  to  oaaaliar  a  laannr,  and  fsoiid  hOfo-iperMadad  Uav  irn-H^  lit 

4hprtn'%  A^  Icwt  for  a  dayor  t«io;  ha^  )Nfwa«tr,  haoAMMy  ft^Ued^  that  «^OMr  tOid^T'  to 
worth  twoto*w»rToiwi,'*  aifcd^  in  daflaaao  of  aiyatraatieato  thoaotaary,  caUad  isr  a  oar- 

tliVb  «han»  aflar  teUi^  no  ha  ihoald  a^aodUjF  hafO  the  Miaity  of  aaah^  mm  w^bMt  flKMvd 
•■fij  hi  itr  witb  tha  vi^iolo  af  Wo  troMuio. 
.    ,   JMoht  had  so.thoffoa^y  takan  aio  hyaorpflao  hi  tUa  iutanai  that  lli«9»t  tv^idlk 
tnror  tome  other  business  with  him,  which  I  had  deputed  Baron  San:L«aat  ta»  tfiwn  lor 

-|ii0i»R0MOi  te aomahow  tha  Itttie Mlow'a  ai«adty  iflad  t#iistwarthfaidiO hiri  «0  wbriied 

•  ayoa  99k  thai  1  not  only  sMis  hiia  my  aonfidaiit,  hut  aiao  took  hioadviao  on  aiaarf  oeoamMfes. 
noawyai,>aa  ha  had  pwttaiaad  to  aaa  ma  agahi  very  aoon,  I  aasfly  oanioled  a^oalf  4hr  tho 
JhAofBDymamory^andpamadlhe^MfayiiMttagroadblyhi  tiMi  sode^  of  tho  llgamlst, 

>lNiiOb Mho myaeli;  faadaator  Men  tho  Kooaof  Kafttes,  and  theiafiwo  wo  «oir  idiltod  -moHy of 

4lMPVimd  want  to;  the  opon^at  night. 

f. r:!^ Sly ^pifBMiscs^aad. thayH  MIcwr  yoo,**  is  avidelirated -efld  adig% ;  Imt tho Idgimitt ffihst 
ttthar  have  disbelieved  or  despised  it.  He  was  perpetually  following  afler  plaaiiifo,  and  'at 
Hn  i^H^  this  night  BMide  ■awanygalhuHotttrtores  to  Mr  ladks,  that  hia  great  attentiona 
aoidaniVj  omsod  sevasal  Mhapolltaii  haautias  tobalievo  th^  damns  hod  dradhls  boart  Hiis 
•  of  his  ia  ahnoat  mn^  comMry,  'hut  moot  ospeeldily  €ha  ^inaolaof  Iftly,  idiere 
areorer  JMdy  athmid  to  battle  their  daggers  in  Mood  fiir  an  odeqaato  rawardi  was 
ai  amitiiBa  to  axposa  hfaa  to  coasidstablo  danger  t  but  tfwHB  aro Ibmtlao  who  think  somvch 
of  tho4ploMttres.atiadiad  toaa-aAar  of  gallanfty,  that  theyh^owa  thooghta  to  spare  ragard- 
iog  tha  4>crsonai'8afrty  o'  tho  gtHadf  who  aAntds  tha«  tbwa  pkasmeat  or  ^Mihaps,  like 
oertain  sanguinary  commanders  in  war,  they  deem  their  trtomfib  gloiioaa  to  pfWportion^to 

.  Urn  number  of  heroes  who  oro  aoada  to  Uoad.  Be^  tttfaiiihoiweveVi  at  It  any»  the  Ingatnist's 
oltoniinnato  them  ooeasionad  ws  to  be  Invited  by  two  haMea  Of  hasMNy  amtfcshtooto  oaard. 
party  held  at  one  of  their  hooam  that  olght  t  md,  gsllittt  Mows  as  wwwore^  wo  unheeiUt- 

rdojgljl  oaaepOsd  tho  ioviawioo* 

.Vooeaanpaaoad  thrfiOr  H eapi>Htaaa  to  Iht  viBa  at  wiriab  tha  fdto  w«a  gWo*,  aad  wore 

thy  Tiding  with  them  to  thair  aarrlaga^  It  wmi  a  ta^talblly  Mad  «p>  vmldeaoa^  )ast 
of  the  town,  on  -Aa  ftdemo  alda,    Tha  youngosOof  Iho  ladles^  tho  olijaatof  the 

iMgaaiiii's  atteations^  waa  o  beaotIM  bruaito,  about  •wootyyaaMi  Of  agai  mtmad  iigndra 
SUva ;  while  her  companion,  Signora  Franeesihmtl<  w«a  mmeto  aidar,  sho  bahi^  on  toowMgo 

t^ditoM adUlwrt|r^dni>  totoltta moogh  flra^ utmtk£ti%  lomTttt^rVtrnwa^  'l^tsix^ 
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the  company  invited  to  this  entertminment,  like  ourselves,  had  been  at  the  opera,  and  on  seeing 
us  depart  from  it,  followed  after  us ;  therefore  we  were  soon  assembled  and  seated  at  card- 
tables,  but  my  fortune  it  was  to  be  placed  at  a  different  table  to  that  of  my  gallant  friend. 

Cheating,  more  or  less,  is  universal  among  gamesters.  Though  the  bigamist  and  myself 
were  tolerable  proficients  in  the  arts  and  mysteries  of  play,  yet,  having  another  object  in  view, 
we  permitted  ourselves  to  be  tricked  out  of  ten  or  a  dozen  gold  pieces  at  this  visit ;  and  more* 
over,  by  assuming  the  maiihcrs  of  mere  novices  at  cards,  made  ourselves  great  favourites  with 
the  sharping  train  present  at  this  party ;  for,  however  severe  the  term  sharper  may  seem  when 
applied  to  noblemen,  chevaliers,  and  other  persons  in  high  life,  justice  and  truth  demand  it 
should  be  used  towards  all  individuals,  from  the  monarch  to  a  scavenger,  who  take  undue 
advantages  of  those  they  play  with,  which  assuredly  is  done  by  an  infinity  of  people  of  fashion 
in  Naples,  and  was  remarkably  conspicuous  this  night  in  the  conduct  of  our  opponents  at 
play  at  the  villa  of  Signora  Silva ;  but  none  are  blinder  than  those  who  don't  chooae  to  a^e, 
and  we  wilfully  shut  our  eyes  to  the  impositions  piaotised  at  our  expense. 

Signora  Silva,  whose  hbtory  we  previously  had  known  nothing  of,  a  young  chevalier,  pre- 
sent on  this  occasion,  intimated  to  us  was  the  cUrt  anuB  of  a  certain  duke,  who^  for  the  extent 
of  his  posseiiiops  and  unbounded  influence  at  the  court,  was  second  to  no  private  individual 
In  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  He,  however,  according  to  this  gentleman's  report,  although  dmch 
ftttedhad  to  her,  had  of  late  become  eztrtmely  jealoua  of  the  lady,  for  which  she  bad  baraelf 
only  to  blame,  as  the  duke*li  jealousy  had  arisen  from  her  frequently  giving  large  parties  mt 
lier  houses  and  acting  with  much  levity  in  her  general  oonduct. 

This  iafimnatioa  was  of  an  encouraging  nature  for  my  friend  the  bigamist,  who  was  by  hi 
too  mneh  a  man  of  the  world  to  live  burdened  with  an  over-senipidoua  oonseieiieey  end  he 
eoosequiiitly  determined  to  profit  by  it  to  the  very  vtmoet  of  his  ability.  However,  what  Ins 
aoir  been  aidd  will  be  snfident  for  my  purpose,  therefore  I  shall  state  no  ftntber  partisiilttt 
of  what  fmmd,  at  this  fair  lady's  party,  but  oontent  myself  by  saying  that  my  friend  made 
great  progress  in  his  new  amour ;  and  we,  after  tiaasuig  an  agreeable  night,  retumad  boaae 
together,  highly  satisfied  with  the  aoquaintanoes  we  had  made^  and  bent  on  pvahing  our  good 
.  Ibrtaie  to  the  utmost. 

**  My  friend,"  arid  I,  before  we  retired  to  oor  pHlowa,  *'  the  fSrirtst  roeei  are  envi- 
vooed  with  thons,  and  trouble  of  some  kind  is  sore  to  aeooinpaay  or  elie  follow  oo  Iha  heek 
of  every  ^nour.  Too,  for  example,  have  repeatedly  drunk  from  the  hymeneal  eap,  tmt.no 
donbt  the  penal^  you  have  paid  for  the  sweet  draughts  imbibed  by  you  has  been  moHre  than 
eonnnensutate  to  tiie  pleasure  you  have  enjoyed  from  them.  Marriage,  however,  eannbl  nov 
be  your  oliject,  therefore  you  have  no  fresh  risks  to  run  on  the  seore  of  bigamy ;  bat,  let  me 
ask,  is  not  the  duke^  anger,  deputed,  as  it  will  be,  to  the  hands  of  a  bmvo^  adanger  cHUmofe 
to  be  dreaded?" 

*< I  Ibrget  dangers  when  I  embark  in  affairs  of  gaUantry,**  replied  the  gay  Lothario; 
.,  ■*  whilst  as  to  wedlock,  it  is  always  my  dernier  resource ;  yet  when  the  garrison  wonld  not 
capitulate  without  that  formality,  or  that  a  fortune  was  to  be  gained  by  it,  I  hitherto  haive 
aempled  not  at  entering  into  the  desperate  tie.  For  the  future,  however,  when  I  immt  to 
matrimony,  the  knot  shall  be  looedy  tied ;  it  riiall  ritber  be  done  by  a  moek  priest,  Uht  our 
friend  the  methodist,  or  else  there  shall  be  some  iaw  in  the  ceremony,  such  as  the  inawlinn  of 
a  folse  name.  In  the  present  instance,  with  Madam  fiilva  all  is  plam  sriHng ;  I  shall  omty 
the  fortress  and  laugh  at  his  grace  into  the  bargain." 

•'  'Tis  well,  my  friend,"  rsjoined  J,  laughingly>  for  reason  used  against  poasion  ia  like 
.  human  breath  blown  against  the  wind.    *^  Madam  Silva,  I  hope»  will  prove  an  angel  to  yon  ; 
that's  all  I've  to  add ;  so,  good  night ;  pleesant  dreams  to  you." 

Desire  and  doubt  admit  of  little  rest.  The  bigamist  sallied  forth  in  the  moniii«  to  visit 
Ins  new  charmer;  but  I,  who  had  not  yet  diqioeed  of  all  my  plate^  renwmed  at  home  to  meet 
aevfwal  jewrilera  whom  I  had  appointed  to  wait  on  me;  and  just  as  I  had  tiinii—liii  mj 
business  with  these  gentlemen,  somewhat  to  my  furiMise  a  Mktf-4nur  was  put  into  mj  hndub 
.  in  which  I  waf  requested  to  aoeompany  its  bearer  to  meet  a  lady  who  had  aome  |Wifflimilir 
business  of  a  private  nature  to  transact  with  ma. 

»  H<H  ho^"  saki  1  tomyaelf  ai  IfoUowed  behind  too  inewengir^  «<1  aeebovitiai 


?/«* 
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fVanceschetti  is  one  of  those  amorous  ladies  who  think  there  should  be  no  time  lost  in  affairs 
of  lore,  and  consider  it  admirable  policy  to  strike  while  the  metal  is  hot" 

Impressed  with  the  idea  that  an  affair  of  gallantry  awaited  me,  I  arrived  at  a  small  house, 
pleasantly  situated  in  a  vineyard  a  short  distance  from  the  town,  and  here  was  ushered  into  a 
parlour,  in  which  a  slender  little  young  woman,  who  was  remarkable  for  a  profusion  of  carroty 
hair,  which  hung  in  ringlets  about  her  fitee,  was  sitting  with  her  needle-work  before  her,  bu** 
on  my  entrance  the  damsel  arose  from  her  seat,  and  received  me  with  a  low  curtsey. 

Red  hair  is  very  unusual  among  the  people  of  this  country,  and  altogether  the  young 
lady's  appearance  surprised  me.  I  could  not  call  to  mind  having  seen  her  before,  and  felt 
disappointed,  inasmuch  as  it  was  Madam  Franceschetti  whom  I  ezpeeted  to  have  met  here : 
however  I  said  nothing,  but  returned  the  lady's  salute  with  a  bow ;  after  which  we  continued 
nlent  for  a  time,  for  she  seemed  in  no  hurry  to  break  to  me  the  purport  of  her  assignation ; 
while,,  on  my  part,  I  wished  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  secret  before  I  committed  mytelf 
by  speaking. 

(*  I  understand,  signor,  that  you  have  recently  come  from  Rome,"  said  she,  at  length 
breaking  silence,  and  speaking  in  a  peculiar  squeaking  voice. 

"  Yes,  signora,  you  are  rightly  informed ;  but  pray,  may  I  ask  how  it  happens  you  know 
anything  of  me  and  my  movements  ?** 

'*  Fane  trumps  forth  the  movements  of  eztraordinayy  personages,— especially  when  they 
travel  encumbered  with  large  sacks  of  plate,"  rejoined  she  Jeeringly. 

**  The  devil 's  in  the  woman,*'  thought  I ;  "  what  can  all  this  bode?" 

**  It  isn't  every  one  can  carry  quantities  of  plate  and  jewellery  through  the  territoriea  of  the 
cbuieh  with  impunity,'*  said  she,  resuming  the  discourse. 

**  Well,**  thought  I,  "  I  suppose  this  is  some  trap  laid  for  me.' 

*'  Naples,  continued  the  lady,  *'  is  a  gay  city,  and  a  dangerous  one  for  a  gallant  young 
stranger  to  take  up  his  abode  in.  There  are  beautiful  women  here  who  might  make  hin  forget 
those  of  Parma,  as  also  certain  fiur  ladies  at  Rome." 

**  Confound  the  girl,  she  is  a  downright  sorceress,*'  muttered  I  aside. 

**  Aotonia,  the  dsughter  of  Count  Anadma,  is  as  amiable  and  virtuoua  as  aha  will  be 
wealthy  and  is  beautiful.  You  will  act  wisely,  signor,  to  privately  arrange  your  other  love 
alBurt,  and  sedulously  pay  your  devoirs  to  this  fair  one,  who,  provided  woman  can  aoake  man 
eompletely  happy,  b  the  maiden  above  all  others  to  be  coveted." 

For  a  young  female,  in  a  private  assignation  with  a  man,  to  recommend  another  of  her 
acK  as.  worthy  of  his  notice,  struck  me  as  so  extraordinary,  that  it  made  me^forget  every  other 
dmonstance  attending  this  strange  interview,  and  I  unconsciously  stared  at  the  fiioe  and 
golden  locks  of  the  speaker  till  I  completely  disconcerted  her  and  brought  blushes  into  her 


••  The  most  judicious  person  may    sometimes  err,  and  the  wisest  be  mistaken,"  now    • 
obeerved  my  companion,  laughing  and  gently  lifting  fh>m  its  place  the  carroty  wig  which 
diagoised  her. 

'*  Good  Heavens,"  exclaimed  I,  "  'tis  Jacobus !  How  have  I  been  deceived,  not  to  have 
fceognised  my  little  friend,  who  forsook  me  only  yesterday  ?  But  how  is  it  that  he  has  got 
rid  of  his  club-foot?** 

**  My  club-foot  and  male  attire  were  both  put  on  for  the  purpose  of  disguise.  I  am  a 
woman,  signor,  who  has  nothing  artificial  about  her  save  these  curls  ;  but  in  confiding  this 
leeret  to  you,  I  implicitly  rely  on  your  honour  never  to  hint  at  or  promulgate  anything 
eoneeming  me,  for  I  would  not  for  the  world  have  any  one  of  your  late  associates  trace  me 
out  I  told  you  that  time,  the  reaolver  of  mjrsteries,  would  show  whether  or  not  I  could 
deceive  you  in  my  personal  appearance,  and  having  been  successful  in  imposing  upon  the 
shrewdest  of  the  party,  I  shall  feel  no  flaart  of  being  discovered  by  any  other  individual  belong- 
ing to  it.  My  share  of  the  robbersf  treasure  has  enriched  me  beyond  my  hopes,  and  the  object 
I  have  in  view  is  to  live  on  the  interest  of  my  money,  enjoying  life  in  a  rational  manner,  and 
divested  of  those  fears  I  should  be  in,  was  the  mock  parson  or  any  fugitive  of  the  robbers  to 
mee  me  out." 

I  could  not  fail  admiring  the  sagacity  and  good  sense  ahown  by  this  able  v«^«oca&mi  ^ 
ehvwters;  bul^  after  apeute,  I  addressed  her,  aaying,^«« Bow  taa  1  \a  Vww  ^Cn9^.^duak\a 
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I,  loo^  WM  iDtrodliMed  at  eoitrt»  th*  dfoimttanoe  having  been  dupenwd  vitb,  out  of  eonpU* 
SMQt  to  the  marquisv  of  my  never  having  been  at  a  king**  levee  in  mj  own  eoontrjr ;  and  om 
IfeSa  oeeanon  I  had  the  honour,  as  that  degradation  to  manhood  is  termed,  of  kisnng  th» 
lung's  hand. 

Amongst  the  buccaneers,  gamblers,  banditti,  and  other  notorbusly  unprincipled  charaetcfs 
with  whom  stem  necessity,  chance,  or  interested  motives  had  occasioned  me  to  associate,  I 
had,  short  as  was  my  career,  witnessed  villany  in  abundance,  both  masqued  and  unmasqned  ; 
but  all  the  villanous  depravity  which  bad  fallen  under  my  observation  fell  infinitely  short  of 
that  practised  at  this  corrupt  court.  Indee<t  so  great  and  glaring  was  it,  that  even  Count 
Anselmo,  notwithstanding  the  aristoeratic  honour*  he  tqjoyed,  and  the  consequent  bias,  they 
inspired  him  with  for  his  fellow  peers  and  the  kingly  makers  of  them,  more  than  once  has 
honestly  confessed  to  me,  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  other  form  of  government  could  be  devised 
of  so  exceptionable  a  nature  as  one  which  upholds  a  host  of  sycophants  by  places  and  sinecures, 
all  of  them  overpaid,  and  a  great  proportion  unnecessary  to  the  state.  **  In  England,*  he  would 
say  to  mcy  **  provided  truth  emanates  from  the  press,  yon  must  be  a  happy  people ;  for  all  your 
jninisterial  papers,  as  also  your  whigs  and  tories,  assert  that  you  have  no  people  to  pay  or 
places  to  support,  except  what  are  absolutely  requisite;  therefore,  if  a  childish  paraphernalia 
is  exhibited  aft  court,  you  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  it  is  not  at  the  peopled 
expense ;  but  here,  what  between  the  knavish  equeries,  aids-de-camp,  grooms  of  the  stole  and 
bed««hamber,  lords  in  waiting,  an  all-grinding  priesthood,  and  an  infinity  of  other  leech-like 
characters,  who  grin  like  so  many  monkeys  before  the  &ce  of  royalty,  though  they  laiigh  mt 
and  impose  upon  royal  personages,  and  who  have  nothing  material  to  do  more  than  show  an 
excess  of  servility  to  their  superiors  in  power,— which  meanness  usually  revenges  itself  by  the 
display  of  insolent  vulgarity  to  those  beneath  them, — the  country  is  drained  of  its  treasure, 
while  those  who  contribute  to  the  taxation  are  exposed  to  insults  from  those  wretches  in 
place*  many  of  whom  are  so  ignorant  of  common  gentility,  that  they  scorn  to  answer  the 
letters  on  business  of  their  fellow-men,  though  nobler  than  themselves,  because  not  aoeh 
arrant  paupers.  I  am  involuntarily  made  to  laugh,**  the  count  would  say,  in  concluding  thu 
aubject,  *<  almost  on  every  occasion  when  I  see  either  of  their  Neapolitan  Migesties  taking 
their  accustomed  equestrian  exercise,  for  then  these  gallant  grooms  and  others  (who  some  of 
them  aflect  bluntoess  of  manners,  and  others  great  condescension,  as  their  hidden  daggers  to 
atob  with  when  away  from  the  royal  presence)  are  on  their  good  behaviour,  showing  their 
smiles  and  curvetting  their  horses  in  the  most  attractive  manner ;  yet,  after  all  has  been 
adduced,  undeniably  these  are  the  very  worst  of  the  vermin  of  a  court.** 

I,  who  knew  nothing  concerning  what  description  of  persons  usually  attend  the  British 
court,  felt  a  degree  of  national  pride  rise  within  me  on  learning  from  so  well-informed  a  per- 
sonage as  Count  Anselmo  that  they  are  most  of  them  independent  characters ;  and  it  was  alao 
gratifying  to  me  to  learn  that  in  England,  according  to  the  assertions  of  certain  of  her  leading 
journals,  there  are  no  unnecessary  pensions  paid  or  places  supported  by  the  state.  Never* 
tbeless,  though  this  news  afforded  me  pleasure,  doubts  of  its  truth  forced  themselves  upon 
my  imagination,  and  I  even  thought  it  possible  that  editors  of  the  stamped  press  might  be 
bought  over  to  help  to  deceive  the  people ;  for  when  a  corrupt  administration  can  squander 
away  millions  of  a  slaving  multitude's  money,  and  get  tyrannic  senates  to  approve  of  their 
conduct,  as  we  read  in  history  has  sometimes  been  done,  why  should  it  be  marvelled  at  if  such 
personages  act  invidiously  to  the  interest  of  their  dally  customers,  in  return  for  adequate 
ministerial  doucewrM?  These,  my  doubts,  however,  I  think,  were  attributeble  to  the  sentiments 
which  my  poor  mother  Diana  had  ofVen  expressed  in  my  hearing,  of  the  excessive  venality  of 
persons  in  power  in  my  native  land.  She  would  say  that  an  absolute  monarchy  would  be 
infinitely  less  expensive  thsn  our  government,  for  that  then  there  would  ex'ist  but  one  chief, 
while  that  now,  what  with  the  requisite  ministerial  minority  of  lords  and  commons,  it  was 
saying  too  little  to  assert  that  Great  Britain  was  under  the  government  of  a  thousand  absolute 
men,  no  matter  by  what  name  they  were  called, — all  of  whom,  and  their  kindred  and  friends, 
must  be  fattened  on  the  great  community.  Believing,  therefore,  there  was  some  truth  in  what 
my  mother  had  said,  how  could  I  conjecture  that  such  a  thorough  change  as  Count  Aitaalm^y 
had  represented,  could  have  taken  place  for  the  better  ?  how  could  I  credit  that  so  woodeiftil 
A  lefbrm  could  have  happened  in  so  short  a  time,  and  this  without  a  terrible  revolution  ? 
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Bert,  •gfSikt  U  A  proof  that  edoeatlMi  monlds  and  iSlil^oiii  tfio  hvmaa  mad.  UaquMtioa*' 
abljT,  bad  the  prinea,  her  paramoary  united  himaelf  in  iredloek  fo  DUna  Wupmtty^  or  oiwi 
had  I,  in  her  time,  received  a  tithe  of  the  bononia  oftd  pemiooa  hertoved  temaay  of  the 
spariout  oApring  of  royalty,  my  mother  would  have  preaebed  a  very  dilbreat  doctriae  is  ttf 
hearing  to  that  whiefa  now  made  an  infidel  of  me  regan!ing  the  aaefti«u  of  minieleKiBlpapin« 
or  the  opinion  of  my  friend,  the  count,  on  the  iub)eet  in  qiieetioB.  i 

Power  naturally  followi  property.    Although  I  had  no  title  to  make  a  ionrieh  with    . 
btfive  my  name,  I  was  made  much  of  by  all  the  courtien  with  whom  my  noUe  HtlmA  and  I    V 
attociated ;  while,  as  I  lived  in  the  city  of  Naplea  in  lordly  ttyle^  hMpiBg  iiirad  horaca^  aer* 
vanti,  and  a  carriage,  the  houses  of  those  personages  were  readily  opened  to  me,  and  I  wm  a 
welcome  guest  wherever  I  went :  one  whose  avowed  wishet  were  respectfully  attended  to  by 
all  the  persons,  noble  and  aimple,  who  called  themadves  my  friends, 

**  O  Fortune  I  thou  art  an  admirable  attendant,**  I  would  ftoqoeiitly  ay  to  mysdl^  vbea 
I  wu  receiving  courtly  attentions  from  first-rate  personages,  which  no  virtua,  iko  talents^ 
nor  the  most  exalted  nor  brightest  genius  on  his  side,  eonld  have  obtained  firom  them  finrthe 
poor  man,  ^  thou  art  all  that  is  excellent  and  lovely  in  the  eya  of  mankind,  and  a  well  art 
thou  known,  that  beroa  and  other  robbers  make  rivers  of  blood  to  fidw ;  chastity  ceata  off  her 
robe  of  purity  with  contempt ;  and  priats  glory  in  roasting  and  damning  their  btotha  m•l^ 
to  get  thee  yoked  to  their  chariot- wheels.     Have  I  not,  therefore,-^lms  not  the  son  of  Diana 
Winpenny  done  well  in  braving  all  kinds  of  dangers  to  win  thee  ?    And  now  that  thou  art 
his  attendant,  should  he  not  make  the  utmost  he  can  of  tba?**    Thus  Would  I  ofttt  apastvo- 
phise,  hugging  myalf  with  falings  of  infinite  delight  a  I  refleoted  on  the  grat  ability  I  had 
shown  in  playing  the  cards  of  life.  Bat  is  it  not  a  with  the  majority  of  persona  whoa  earfers 
have  been  fortunate?    Do  they  not  attribute  everything  good  that  ha  befrUan  them  to 
their  own  prudence,  valour,  or  sagacity  ?— quite  forgetting  in  tbea  paroxyams  of  tbdr  vanity, 
that  life  b  no  mon  than  a  game  of  cards,  wherein  chana  giva  the  honours  and  deeida  the 
game.   And,  after  all,  the  mat  fiivoured  condition  of  life  ha  nothing  to  be  proud  of ;— a  hair,  a 
fly,  or  an  ioact  is  able  to  destroy  this  mighty  being, whoa  Ufii  is  of  mch  importanes^  Great  aad 
wealthy  personages,  Ac,  many  of  those  called  the  wisest  of  men,  have  committed  determiaed 
siucide  to  rid  themselva  of  it ;  others  have  plunged  hadkmg  into  the  yawning  gqlf  of  futurity 
an  prefiirence  to  submitting  longer  to  live  in  the  univeral  samenenof  lile,  which  is  but  to  eat, 
drink,  and  sleep,  and  must  earlier  or  later  ceaa  to  be.    In  this  manner  did  I  frequently  apoa- 
trophin,  invoke  fortune,  and  reaon  with  myself;  yet  I  exerted  my  best  endavours  to  enjoy 
that  life  which  innumerable  persons  of  both  sexa  and  of  every  country  have  found  to  be  a 
burden,  and  have  gladly  rid  themwlva  of, — ^that  life  which  Hume,  the  philosopher  of  modem 
times,  and  Seneca,  of  ancient  days,  boldly  maintain  that  man  ia  not  prohibited  from  depriving 
bimalf  of,  there  being,  a  the  former  ays,  no  text  in  Scriptua  which  forbids  it ;  while  the 
latter  obarves,  that  many  of  the  sufferings  endured  in  life  are  wora  than  datb,  which  is  not 
foared  by  infants,  boys,  nor  Innatia,  and  therefore  should  be  viewed  with  indifferena  by  wia 
men, 

I  have  just  made  the  observation  that  I  now  did  my  best  to  cuH  the  swaisst  flowers  of 
hit  i  and  with  the  lovely  and  bewitching  Antonia,  and  her  learned,  liberal,  and  philoaophio 
lither,  for  my  companions,^whieh,  mora  or  less,  they  wera  every  day  of  the  wak,— -how  is  it 
possible  that  I  could  fiul  in  making  my  time  glide  pleaantly  away  ?  Besides,  could  more 
than  tbia  have  been  required  to  render  me  happy?  wa  I  not  on  the  true  classical  ground  of 
Italy^the  land  of  antiquities,  of  mighty  recollations,  and  of  the  fine  arts— yea,  and  in  the 
near  neighbourhood  of  the  awfully  nu\}estic  Vesuvius,  the  grat  wonder  of  all  aga  of  the 
world?  To  this  country  belong  the  romantic  scena  dcecribed  by  poets  and  travellers}  tha 
bautiful  moonlight  nights,  the  glowing  aiura  of  the  sky,  the  dark-blue  sa,  the  purple-tinged 
monntaina,  the  forats  of  orange,  lemon,  and  olive  trea ;  and  hera  is  found  a  full  portion  of 
fanala  beauty,  and  men  lawless  and  impassioned.    In  Napla,  however,  the  fur  are 

*' Soft  M  hsr  clime,  sad  swmy  M  ber  skies." 

The  count,  his  lovely  daughter,  and  mysdf,  frequently  made  eseuisioas  together  Into  the 
aeighlMuring  country,  one  of  which  I  can  never  forget.  We  wera  away  on  thia  delightlul 
>uBt  for  aeveral  days,  and  mat  highly  were  we  gratified  by  the  bautifully-divenifted 
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JlM.p«Mte^  ilMir  XMkjr  bcd«»  iOmdi  tUmrcd  viOi  ndnt  of 

•  A—li-flf  ihi—il  JfMi  jwd  wUdwgiitMrj  ghm     On  •ur  — ifariiy  w^l—  fcm»i  a^^  ^«T|yy|yn^ 
.  ftir  AhImI>»  is  tfig  wawnth  of  e  fsMifiil  bcaii;.  miJe  the  mawk  thtft  tfie  pnMst  wen  tibe 

luppMtt  days  of  bar  life,  an^  flbi  SbU  tbjudLf ol  to  FkoridaiM  Ipr  hlwigg  litr  vilh  so  vumj  of 

•  4Mi|  whem  It  bmig  >nii— TnJ  bgr  aBniu««ito  of  a  vaty  aiiniUr  kiod  to  tboie  of  tho.  Jordy 

•  aaldaa,  aapwaw  J  ayaalf  in  mfualiiad  tarma  of  aatia&etion  on  ttie  oontinvad  happinaaa  I  aoir 
'  OB^Jayvd.    Ooopt  iwarii^  liawaaw^  wbo  had  owrarhcafd  our  obtorvationf,  milingly  ifaribad, 

Ikat  alttMNigbyoath  waa  tho  pamliar-jwunn  for  onjojoieo^  ftiU^  with  the  feelipiga  wo  poa« 

.  tiiiBd,  wo  oo^  to  <«Midar  ««naliaa  «iiioag  tha  moat  fortimata  penont  in  life;  white,  to 

ahow  that  happioeu  it  oot  4ha  aompaBioAof  /pramiauc*  he  inatiooed  to  ua  bow  AbdabaluDaa 

tha  Noownad,  who  wignad  lar  iAf  yaaw  odiph  of  Cordora,  and  was  almost  eoastaat^y  ipia- 

•  toifaiia  In  hatdo  ami  ptosparoMoifthiatffiug^  kept  a  journal,  spedljii^  therein  all  tha  ktfpf 
4ty  whieh  ha  had  spaat  duiing  hia  lo^f  and  hriUiant  eareer ;  and  on  somming  tbam  op  Jiist 
yoftona  to  hk  daalh»  tha  monaioh  feimd  they  amounted  only  to  Jmaritau 

To  fatum  to  tha  higamiat    Though  thia  gallant  friend  of  mine  was  a  gay  dceaiYer,  so 

•  glvan  to  iatrigw,  that*  like  tha  woman  of  Egypt,  he  would  unscrupulously  have  carriad  on 
klagallmrtry  in  tiw  pwblia  aamatrrisi,  yet  it  was  in^racticahla  lor  him  to  give  general  satis* 
iwtion  to  the  asany  feir  ones  of  his  acquaintance,  and  Antonia's  waiting-maid  happened  to  be 
mut  of  thoae  who  felt  BMvtified  by  his  n^leet  of  her,  Hb  attedlions  to  this  damsel  until 
very  jeoently,  had  been  mont  marked,  but  now  S^pora  Silva  and  several  other  ladita  of 
ftshfcm  engrossed  all  hia  time.  For  soma  days  the  maid  fretted  much  at  the  giqr  gtntlcnMm'a 
na^ect  of  her,  till  having  aaeertained  in  what  manner  he  employed  himself  she  became  aofrj 

•  frith  him,  naturally  looking  upon  his  eonduet  as  a  gross  insult  to  her  charms. 

It  Is  said  that  "  women  repay  flattery  with  fevour,  and  reserve  vengeance  for  insult  ,^  and,. 
m  will  abortly  1»  seen,  tha  troth  of  this  observation  was  abundantly  proved  by  the  conduct  of 
llotfi  the  feir  females  in  question ;  but  whether  the  much  coveted  fevours  granted  to  my  frind 
by  IKgnora  Silva,  or  the  vei^Eeanee  taken  on  him  by  Antonia's  maid  servant,  are  things  whidi 
shall  decide  if  woman's  love  or  her  hatred  it  is  that  in  the  sequel  proves  most  beneficial  or 
most  injurious,  I  must  leave  to  the  opinion  of  others,  for  I  dare  not  hazard  giving  my  own  oit 
ao  dubious  an  ooeanoo* 

Assuredly  had  our  bigamist  ehanged  his  religion  fer  that  of  Mahomet,  or  of  any  other  creed- 
maker  who  has  shown  himself  tolerant  on  this  head,  and  taken  up  bis  abode  in  a  country 
where  no  punishment  attends  having  a  plurality  of  wires,  saving  what  those  wives  themselves 
may  occasion  the  husband,  he  would  have  stood  on  a  proud  pinnade ;  but  there  is  no  gaining 
a  permanent  hold  of  happiness. 

Bendes  the  dangers  brewing  from  Angelina's  vengeance  at  the  signora's  fondness,  an  unfetre* 
aeen  peril  threatened  the  bigamist  in  the  midst  of  his  triumphant  career.  The  methodist^ 
as  Baron  San  Lucas  had  foretold  he  intended  doing,  at  this  epoch  came  raging  and  fuming  to 
Naples,  determined  to  bring  this  mutual  friend  of  ours  to  a  severe  reckoning  ibr  the  injury 
he  felsel  J  conceived  he  had  done  him. 

The  first  thing  the  ei*devant  parson  did  on  his  arrival  was  to  call  upon  me  to  make  known 
his  grievances,  when  I  told  him  he  laboured  under  a  mistake,  for  that  I  felt  satisfied  tho 
bigamist  had  not  exchanged  bootiea  with  him. 

This  piece  of  information  at  first  somewhat  startled  the  preacher,  but  on  my  persisting  in 
the  opinion  I  hsd  given,  be  eventually  seemed  to  come  iqto  my  way  of  thinking.  However, 
the  conduct  subsequently  pursued  by  this  gentleman  shows  that  what  I  bad  said  felled  in 
aatisfying  his  mind  regarding  his  friend's  probity  towards  him ;  but,  if  the  comparison  may  bo 
made,  as  usually  happens  in  a  love  affSur  carried  on  with  a  wedded  lady,  the  guilty  party  is 
the  very  last  suspected,  so  was  it  in  this  instance  with  Jacobus,  alias  feir  Julia,  whom  the 
iqjured  individual,  shrewd  as  he  was,  yet  never  even  hinted  at  as  being  suspected  by  him. 

To  hear  advice  and  follow  one's  own,  is  the  general  way  with  the  world,     llie  preacher'a 

conduct  formed  no  exception  to  the  rule,  for  be  soon  procured  an  interview  with  the  bigamist, 

who,  to  be  near  his  favourite  signora,  had  removed  from  my  hotel,  and  taxed  blm,  in  pretty 

^   ']>bin  terms^  with  having  taken  the  unwarrantable  liberty  of  exchanging  trosares  with  him : 
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,ma  iwmiflug  Hbt  iha  higmmh^  wu  ivMiogr  wMth  at  tkk  eiug*  M  his  hoDoW,  bt^ 
no  doubt,  firom  beisg  actuated  by  a  conTietioo  of  the  troth  of  that  laying,  **  when  Gioek 
aifeeli<9rackvibcacoaMetheta|g«f  war,"  subdnad  hie  arrogant  tiMW,ii»oaiuiBh  as  to  intimate 
ldvo|iimofi  thai  bia  Mend  probably  had  dona  it  by  way  of  a  joka,  and  would  be  laui^d  raad^, 
when  called  upon,  to  account  with  him  for  the  difference  in  his  favour  between  the  two  baapa 


Tha  bigamist,  who  Mt  gnrtifled  at  thas  unexpaotadly  sediog  his  iellow*gamestar,  was  c»» 
aaMiingly  astonished  at  hearing  tbe  charge  that  was  made  by  him ;  yat,  as  the  other  eoocluded 
Im  flpaeob  by  saying  t^  businasB  eomplaiaed  of  might  have  bean  intended  Ibr  a  joke,  ba^ 
silar  a  little  reflection,  considered  that  tbe  complaint  Itself  was  meant  as  nothing  uoro  than  • 
Jake ;  and  therefbre  aauUngly  observed,  that  an  exchange  aould  be  no  robbery,  let  them  be 
"wbo  they  might  that  made  it ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  stOry  itt 
^lisatiBn,  nor  had  he  a  pecuniary  difference  to  account  fer  with  any  man  bteathing. 

IViflittg  differences  lead  to  great  feuds.  The  bigamist's  speech  inflamed  tbe  parson  wilk 
£ufi  hickily,  however,  ibr  both  parties,  bis  anger  raged  too  violently  to  admit  of  his  speak* 
ing,  and  before  he  could  properly  articulate  what  he  had  to  say,  a  ray  of  returning  reason  bal 
cleared  the  ominous  cloud  on  his  brain.  J9e  fiur  waa  he  now  from  answering  in  an  angry  tone^ 
tliat  he  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the  trick  which  had  been  played  upon  him,  and  told 
how  he  discovered  it  not  until  he  was  absolutely  bargaining  with  a  jeweller  in  the  Romaa 
ci^tal  for  the  sale  of  his  articles  of  i^te. 

The  bigamist,  now  seeing  that  a  senrvy  trick  had  been  practised  on  his  old  colleague^ 
assured  him  of  bis  total  ignorance,  until  that  moment,  of  any  such  exchange  of  properties  aa 
faa  told  of  having  been  made ;  and  on  a  little  reflection,  said  that  it  could  have  been  executed 
by  no  other  individual  than  the  dwarf,  as  Mr  Winpenny,  under  no  circumstences,  could  be 
auspected ;  for  that,  in  addition  to  his  known  raspectability  of  character,  he  was  very  wealthy, 
smd  had  been  allotted  the  primary  choice  in  the  division  of  booty. 

A  word  to  the  wise  is  sometimes  enough,  and  the  bigamist*s  Speech  instantaneously  opened 
the  parson's  eyes.  He  now  expressed  astonishment  at  his  own  stupidity  in  not  having  attri- 
buted the  trick  played  him  to  the  real  perpetrator  of  it,  for  that  Jacobus  was  the  guilty  party 
he  declared  his  conviction  ;  and  after  giving  vent  to  several  violent  exclamations  denotive  of 
hts  ftelings  at  the  liberty  which  had  been  taken  with  him,  he  requested  information  as  to 
where  the  dwarf  was  to  be  found,  saying  at  the  same  time,  that  he  himself  had  disposed  of  tha 
plate  which  had  been  substituted  for  his  to  the  best  advantage  he  could,  and  had  brought 
with  him  a  certified  statement  of  the  money  it  had  sold  for,  that  he  might  come  to  an  imme» 
diate  settlement  with  the  unauthorised  exchanger  of  their  respective  booties. 

The  preceding  inquiry  led  to  a  further  explanation,  in  making  which  the  bigamist,  whose 
gallantry  had  hitherto  left  him  no  leisure  for  reflection  on  the  subject,  had  to  express  his  asto« 
nishment  at  having  neither  seen  nor  heard  anything  of  Jacobus  since  the  day  of  their  arrival 
ia  Naples  ;  but  if  he  felt  surprised,  it  may  well  be  imagined  how  much  greater  was  that  of 
his  friend,  whose  consternation  at  the  news  absolutely  struck  him  mute  for  a  time.  However, 
as  nothing  better  could  be  devised  at  this  consultation,  the  aggrieved  man  posted  away  from 
it  to  pay  me  another  visit,  this  appearing  to  the  two  friends  to  afford  the  best,  if  not  the  only 
chance,  of  procuring  information  by  which  the  dwarf  might  be  found  ;  and  it  so  happened  that 
Julia  Ruberto,  who  had  dalled  upon  me  on  business  relative  to  the  banditti,  one  of  whom, 
Carl,  she  had  the  day  previous  seen  lurking  about  in  Naples,  was  with  me  at  the  time  thia 
visitor  was  announced. 

Julia  would  fain  have  beat  an  honourable  retreat  on  this  occasion,  but  there  was  no 
allowed  her  for  doing  so,  and  she  was  therefore  compelled  to  face  the  man  she  had  h 
He  came  almost  breathless  into  the  apartment,  yet  seeing  a  lady  seated  near  tbe 
where  she  had  promptly  taken  up  her  station,  to  be  at  a  respectful  distance  froas  ttar 
come  visitor,  he  paused  and  bowed  to  her  before  he  made  inquiries  of  me,  iaaHar 
voice,  respecting  Jacobus,  and  where  he  was  to  be  found. 

Self-interest  has  a  foscinating  power,  and  contracte  the  mind.     It  saw 
putting  Julia  extremely  upon  her  guard,  while  it  made  the  d-^Uvami 
earnest  in  the  business  he  had  in  vi«w ;  but  all  the  infonnatioa  ha 


goa  THE  ROMANCIST  AND  NOVSLISTS  LIBRARY.    . 

Jacobus  ll«d  quitted  Naplcf,  and  I  could  not  inferm  him  where  the  litUo  gwdemttoaa' 
retired  tOb 

**  The  Tillain !  would  that  I  could  come  athwart  him,  and  my  sword  should  find  its  waj  to 
bis  heart,"  muttered  this  ci  devant  pastor  of  a  ehristian  flock,  when  be  found  he  could  gleam' 
DO  useful  tidings  firom  me. 

**  I  recollect,  friend,**  said  I  (for  I  felt  a  strong  inclination  to  play  a  little  with  both  the 
gentleman  and  the  lady's  feelings),  *<  that  you  expressed  some  su^icion  of  the  dwarf's  probity 
at  the  time  he  kept  us  dancing  attendance  upon  him  in  the  robber's  stable.  How  then,  is  tbo 
name  of  charity,  let  me  ask,  did  it  happen  that  you  neglected  to  inspect  the  marks  on  your 
bag  of  plate  previous  to  your  allowing  the  old  guardian  of  it  to  part  company  with  you,  and 
this,  too,  although  you  had  once  declared  yourself  apprehensive  that  the  whole  party  of  us  had' 
been  bit  by  him  ?" 

'<  The  double-faced  villain,  his  organ  of  acquisitiveness  must' be  very  large;  he  would 
take  in  the  very  apostles  if  be  had  to  deal  with  them.     Believe  me,  sir,  I  was  not  fool  enough 
to  neglect  examining  the  marks  on  my  sack,  but  the  wil^  knave  overreached  mCi^  ibr  he  had  ' 
taken  care  to  exchange  them  with  those  on  his  own  bag  of  the  spoils." 

<«  I  recollect,"  said  I,  "  your  saying  the  banditti  we  overcame  were  all  of  them  robbers 
aad  murderers— irreligious  men,  and  the  enemies  of  society  at  large ;  whilr  the  dwarf  in  - 
question,  it  appears,  was  one  of  them.** 

*'  He  it  was,"  replied  he,  **  that  caused  us  to  spare  our  prisoners'  necks  from  the  halter  ; 
and  who  can  say  he  had  not  some  sinister  object  in  doing  so  ?  He  may  yet  betray  and  iiriBg 
the  whole  of  us  to  destruction." 

'<  Never  fear,"  answered  I ;  **  we  have  divided  the  booty  among  us,  and  every  man  must 
take  care  of  himselt*' 

«*  Those  who  can't  Uke  care  of  the  wealth  they  obtain,  can  hardly  be  trusted  to  toke  care 
of  themselves,"  muttered  the  dissatisfied  parson. 

*«  If  I  remember  correctly,"  observed  I,  "  yon  once  remarked  to  me,  that  in  the  affairs  of 
this  world  men  are  saved,  not  by  fiiith,  but  by  the  want  of  it." 

"  *Tis  as  true  as  any  gospel  that  ever  was  preached,"  rejoined  he  with  a  groan. 

**  To  use  our  friend  the  stockbroker's  language,"  said  I,  after  a  protracted  pause,  and 
speaking  in  a  sarcastic  manner,  '*  some  of  us  may  be  doomed  to  keep  our  noses  to  the  grind* 
stone  the  whole  of  our  lives,  and  die  poor  and  distressed  after  all." 

*<  'Us  the  fate  of  every  gamester  to  live  in  the  miseries  of  Tantalus,  and  that  of  most  of  them 
to  die  in  the  poverty  of  Lasarus,"  whispered  he  in  my  ear.  '*  For  my  part,  I  have  had  a 
cursed  run  of  bad  luck,  which  has  eased  me  of  a  great  portion  of  my  spoils." 

By  the  preceding  speech,  I  found  the  subject  was  too  cutting  to  the  complainant's  feelings 
to  allow  of  my  jesting  more  upon  it ;  and  after  declaring  his  determination  to  ferret  Jacobua 
out,  and  either  extract  a  supply  of  the  needful  from  him,  or  bring  him  to  his  last  mortal  reek- 
oiling,  he  made  his  obeisance  to  the  carroty-haired  young  lady,  entreated  of  me  to  assist  his 
views  in  finding  the  absentee,  and  took  his  departure. 

"  Well,  Julia,"  said  I,  soon  as  our  visitor  was  gone,  "  you  have  maintained  jrour  part  to 
admiration,  and  imposed  on  us  all ;  but  tell  me,  signers,  does  not  compassion  move  yoor 
heart  towards  this  poor  man,  who,  to  use  the  gamester's  language,  has  got  himself  nearly 
oktmtd  out  9  and  notwithstanding  your  bump  of  acquisitiveness,  you,  no  doubt,  purpose  ooming 
down  with  a  round  sum  to  help  him  on  in  the  world.** 

"  If  I  do,  may  the  sun  of  good  fortune  smile  on  me  no  more,"  said  the  hard-hearted  hit 
one.  <*  What  I  part  with  my  precious  money  to  uphold  a  gambler,— 4i  man  whose  thoughts 
are  upon  odd  and  even  till  his  last  coin  is  gone  ?  Aristotle  and  Count  Anselma  are  much  of 
my  way  of  thinking— gamesters  are  no  better  than  common  thieves  and  plunderers." 

'*  Ilien  you  really  feel  no  compassion  for  the  man  you  have  tricked  out  of  a  part  of  hia 
treasure ;  but  you  denominate  him  a  thief  and  a  plunderer,  quite  forgetting  your  own  handy- 
work,"  said  I,  laughingly. 

"  Fair  play  is  a  jewel,  and  one  good  turn  deserves  another,"  r^oined  little  Julia;  '*  he 
cheated  me  by  means  of  false  dice,  and  I  retaliated  on  him  by  exchanging  our  marks.  We  ar» 
now  quits,  and  my  object  shall  be  to  iteer  clear  of  his  notice." 
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"  You  will  tot  with  yoor  aoeastomed  prudence,  I  make  no  questton,"  said  I ;  **  but,  Julia, 
you  tell  Die  Carl  is  in  the  town,  therefore  you  have  two  open  foes  to  guard  against." 

**  Yes,  til  tme  Carl  is  here ;  yet  never  fear  fir  me,  as  I  si.".!!  take  good  care  to  steer  clear 
of  them  both.  You,  however,  signor,  I  must  counsel  to  go  armed,  and  be  constantly  on  your 
guard,  for  depend  on  it,  whoever  Carl  may  discover  belonging  to  our  party  will  not  be  let 
walk  the  streets  of  Naples  in  safety.  Now  adieu  for  a  time,  and  may  good  fortune  attend 
you ;  but  expect  not  to  see  me  again  at  your  hotel  until  Carl  and  the  preacher  find  other 
employment  than  that  of  searching  after  me.** 

Julia  now  took  her  departure,  but  whether  she  bad  any  plan  in  view  for  getting  so  dai»- 
gerous  a  neighbour  as  Carl  out  of  the  way,  she  did  not  explain  to  me ;  though,  judging  from 
her  known  sagacity,  I  make  no  question  that  she  meditated  something  not  over-beneficial 
towards  him. 

I  went  to  a  magnificent  dinner  this  day  at  the  Marquis  of  Meralvo'a  mansion,  after  which  the 
company  stood  up  to  dance, and  with  me,  at  least,  the  night  was  passed  away  most  delightfully* 
However,  fate  so  decrees,  that  while  some  are  r^oicing  others  shall  be  sorrowing ;  and  on  my 
return  home  I  found  a  messenger  awaiting  me  from  the  bigamist,  who  wished  me  to  visit  hint 
immediately.  From  what  this  man  told  me,  it  appeared  diat  the  bigamist  and  his  friend  had 
been  set  upon  that  night  in  the  public  streets,  either  by  thieves  or  assassins,  and  both  of  them 
got  wounded. 

I  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  my  friend's  lodging,  where,  in  a  double-bedded  chamber, 
I  found  the  two  unfortunate  gentlemen  extended  on  mattresses,  with  a  brace  of  nurses  in 
attendance  on  them.  Their  wounds  had  been  dressed,  and  the  sons  of  Galen  into  whose 
clutches  they  had  fallen,  had  taken  their  departure  from  the  house ;  therefore,  notwithstanding^ 
the  ii^unctions  which  these  gentlemen  had  left,  that  no  person  should  be  permitted  to  speak 
to  their  patients,  I  hazarded  holding  an  interview  with  him. 

The  bigamist,  whose  wound  was  in  the  thigh,  and,  as  it  turned  out,  of  trivial  importance, 
had  received  from  his  medical  attendants  numerous  eautions  about  bis  wound  ;  he,  however, 
not  being  a  man  to  be  terrified  by  squibs,  and  knowing  something  of  the  nature  of  wounds, 
was  not  alarmed  on  the  occasion.  He  told  me  that  his  friend  had  returned  to  him  after 
vislUng  me  on  the  preceding  d«y,  and  that  they  had  dined  together  at  a  certain  restaurateur's, 
celebrated  for  the  excellent  cookery  of  fish ;  when,  as  they  were  on  the  way  home  after  dinner, 
flushed  vrith  wine,  they  had  been  set  upon  by  two  ferocious  fellows,  who  had  given  them  their 
wounds^  and  would  undoubtedly  have  slain  them  outright,  as  they  had  nothing  more  than 
their  sticks  to  defend  themselves  with,  had  not  some  persons  opportunely  arrived  to  their 
assistance,  at  whose  appearance  the  thieves  and  assassins  fled. 

I  asked  him  whether  he  or  his  friend  had  sufiiciently  noticed  the  villains  to  know  them 
again  by  sight ;  on  which  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  their  persons  had  been  wrapped  in 
large  cloaks,  and  their  faces  hid  in  masks,  which  had  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  any  par- 
ticular observation  of  them. 

The  poor  parson,  who,  in  our  combat  with  the  Roman  banditti,  may  be  said  to  have  eome 
off*  with  flying  colours,  for  he  escaped  nearly  unhurt,  was  now  lying  a  pitiable  object,  suff*ering 
from  a  dagger  wound  in  his  side ;  but  though  he  often  groaned  under  his  torments,  his  danger 
subdued  not  his  rancorous  spirit,  for  he  not  only  swore  bitter  hostility  against  the  villains  who 
had  occMioned  him  this  evil,  but  also  frequently  indulged  himself  by  uttering  exclamations  or 
anger  against  Jacobus,  to  whose  cunning  in  surreptitiously  exchanging  treasures  with  him  he 
attributed  even  this  last  misfortune. 

I  promised  the  diMomforted  gentlemen  that  I  wou}d  use  my  best  endeavours  to  get  the  * 
villaina  'who  had  maltreated  them  apprehended  and  brought  to  justice,  and  requested  them 
to  command  my  services  in  every  respect ;  after  which  I  took  my  departure  from  the  hotel, 
to  eoart  the  sweets  of  sleep. 
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CHAPTER    XVIIL 

"  That  yonng  and  old  may  in  thy  praiM  comhine, 
Tue  viitom  nf  humanity  be  tbhie: 
TrottaUtohcttT'a;  b«c  tbo*,  t^y  carea  ei^ag* 
To  calm  the  paMl'toa  and  aaltdiie  thy  ra|^ : 
From  K««tle  aiaiiDen  let  thy  glory  grew, 
AmA  afeNOi.owitcation,  the  avre  aovvoa  of  w 


wot." 


•« 


Her  breast  waa  peaceable— 
A  4iMet  MMPcieaee  wakea  one  ae  amwmou  I 


Cbriatiana  haive  barat  each  other,  qoite  perauaded 
Thet  aa  the  apoedee  %eulA  have  dOM  ae  chef  did.** 


BRtxu  in  the  morning  I  re? isited  my  woanded  friends,  whom  I  found  doing  wtU,  bot 
extremely  mortified  at  being  kept  confined  to  their  beds  at  a  time  when  they  wen  dcdrous  of 
being  employed  abroad,  one  of  them  to  fulfil  an  assignation  with  Signora  Silva,  and  the  other 
to  search  after  the  truant  Jacobus.  Hoirever,  I  shall  pass  over  their  complaints,  end'eoiiteilt 
nayself  by  stating  that  I  left  the  unfortunate  gentlemen  in  the  lunds  of  their  surgeoiiB,  end 
proceeded  to  consult  the  noble  marquis  and  my  friend  the  count,  on  what  could  be  done  to 
discover  the  perpetrators  of  the  gross  outrage  which  had  been  committed  on  the  persons  of  my 
two  friends. 

I  found  both  the  noblemen  at  home,  and  one  of  the  Neapolitan  ministers  of  state  was  with 
them  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  who  most  obligingly  took  an  interest  in  the  business,  and  seift 
for  that  servile  character,  the  chief  commissioner  of  the  police,  when  he,  having  heard  what  t 
had  to  say,  and  written  down  the  description  I  gave  of  Carl,  took  his  departure,  to  set  bis 
myrmidons  at  work  in  all  quarters  to  ferret  out  the  daring  culprits. 

Not  to  dwell  unnecessarily  long  on  this  part  of  the  story,  the  result  of  this  proceeding  was 
that,  extremely  to  fair  Julia's  contentment,  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  Carl  and  the  other  robbdf, 
already  mentioned  as  having  escaped  from  us,  were  captured  by  the  police  when  in  bed  to* 
gether  at  a  lodging-house,  which  was  well  known  as  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  notorious 
characters  of  the  lower  kind ;  and  although  the  evidence  against  them  at  their  trial,  which 
took  place  almost  immediately,  was  not  very  conclusive,  yet  partly  through  the  good  offices  of 
my  powerful  friends,  and  partly  owing  to  the  bad  characters  of  the  men  themselves,  they  weitt 
condemned  to  a  year's  service  each  in  the  galleys,  and  sent  there  accordingly.  Thmx  sentenee 
undoubtedly  would  have  been  more  severe,  had  it  not  been  for  the  charitable  intcrfkrenee  of 
Coimt  Anselma,  who  notwithstanding  he  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  them  to  justice, 
yet  on  finding  the  gentlemen  they  had  wounded  were  doing  well,  compassionated  their  snfifbr- 
ing3.  He  knew  they  had  been  stript  of  their  hard-earned  treasure,  and  he  recolleeted  that 
the  man  Carl  had  treated  him  and  his  daughter  more  kindly,  when  confined  in  their  dungeons, 
than  had  the  captain  of  banditti,  or  any  other  person  of  his  party ;  theriefore,  through  the 
medium  of  counsel,  he  contrived  to  soften  matters  on  the  trial,  so  as  to  prevent  a  more  sevcM 
sentence  being  passed. 

.  I  must  avow  that  I  was  rather  surprised  at  the  lenity  shown  by  the  worthy  nobleman ; 
and  by  the  parson's  desire  I  inquired  of  him  into  his  motives  for  acting  as  he  had  done,  when 
his  answer  spoke  so  strongly  the  innate  benevolence  of  his  lieart,  that  I  should  act  remissly^ 
were  I  not  to  insert  it  in  these  memoirs. 

**  Tell  your  friend,"  said  he,  **  that  I  have  acted  from  motives  of  charity  and  fauznanity  ;— 
of  that  charity  which  the  christian  religion  strongly  inculcates,  and  it  has  been  a  main  part  of 
his  business  to  preach.  I  could  not  help  compassionating  the  fate  of  the  poor  wretches,  and 
in  the  hope  of  their  reform,  I  have  done  them  this  little  service.  It  is  true,  every  one  eould 
not  have  accomplished  the  object  which  I  have  done ;  but  certainly,  whenever  wc  can  so 
manage  it,  our  good  services  should  go  hand  in  hand  with  our  feelings  of  compassion,  inasmuch 
as  charity,  which  is  to  think  well  of,  and  do  well  to,  every  other  human  being,  is  the  most 
amiable  and  most  exalted  of  virtues, — a  virtue  which  happily  the  most  beneficent  author  of 
human  nature  has  placed  within  the  reach  of  every  individual.** 


jtftm&'wmmm  mm  kitliMltliMiAMMtly  M^APliWiilMAto 
WtUmMibmmhm  wnukU  Mwwif  rfiht  hiait  laha  4wftd  toJtfm 
wiqr  rf  ^hinkinf^  ty  yttMUg  hit  foOil—  of  Jwiit  t<r  tli>  pwoif 
is  wlitiHug  «  peemunf  piiiBt  hr  hkmmtJ,  to  cnnlile  hiai  to  :g0t  hock  to  tkm  «I«m1  otj. 
Hm  oppMi  WW  oot  mde  »  WB.  Oomt  Anttkaa  fOMtl«eted  that  tw  libtialoii  Jwd 
,  Md  iM  Mibwribfi  a  koodnnM  MIS,  M  iid  I  UImvim.  TIm  higraiiit  abo 
U»  frkod,  and  J^lia,  MOag  glad  4o  gH  tidof  fatm,  mtnimkhtftmdwg  hnfommdm^ 
THJan,  aov  opened  Imt  puna,  aod  geoBiomlyt  bat  ander  an  aetnaedaaaaa^  adminiiteradto 
liit  w— U,  Tbot  awoayt  ut  a  good  ioaid««a  waa  eolleaCcd,  wilb  wiuah  tho  IwokeiMioini 
gaawaler  (a  deugMtioo  jvdj  bedttiaf  Urn*  aa  lie  eonfeMad  that  o  nw  of  iU  look  had  eaaed 
bim  of  all  his  wealth)  returned  to  Rome  to  invoke  the  andlatiaf  fiMiiiM»  for  noaa  ibaiLlhe 
thomaadth  tiiDe»  al  the  gaafikig-taWe.  Pbeviova  to  hia  goiof  ,  lww«v«r»  the  bigaoMifc  gave 
Uf  old JHeiid  a  Amicr,  at  whfiah  I  «aa  jinmrt.  On  this  oeewioft  the «n£wtiwate claqgrnum, 
dovhtkai fraoi  hetaig  etangky  aaeflaa  of  hk  ova  avaxieioaa  foUy« aa giaediaeia after  weaUh it 
it  Iflida people  to  thogaauig-tAla,  aalikaviae  to  embark  in.otbar  daipamte  baaardi^and  ova* 
■ftatii  ia  tbo  fbrtniaato  of  paoperiam,  and  aot  unfraqnantly  of  flBieide«  preaehad  us  «  Torj 
t  diloaorie,  pmottag  out  tbat  peepiiatj,  Bpoewhy,  aiid  wiadom  iaqperioiisly  demand 
abaold  make  a  ataple  proviiiea  i»r  their  ehildrenf  the  priaeipal  money  of  whieh 
betouebed  by  tbeaa,  to  aeoure  their  ofipriagi  tlumi^  lifii  against  the  miscncaof 
ponarty,  a  eendition  to  vbieh  mnnmetaUa  ovik  may  briag  etvaft  tbeariaeet  and  the  beet  of  oa 
laoldaga. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  panon'a  own  fiafiags,  and  I  knov  tbey  wteee  graat»inafmueb 
m  be  waa  a  dmnkard;  agambler,  aad  a  aaan  of  an  nnfoffgiving,  taaeonaiis  disposition,  yet  thia 
^atauiss  of  his  docs  bim  iaflnite  bononr,  and  for  the  sake  of  mankind  at  large  I  sincerely 
hope  he  may  put  the  sentiments  and  matter  it  eontainB  into  print,  whiohy  indeed,  he  dedared 
kk  intntion  of  doing.  This  one  aet  wonld  aaake  ample  atonement  for  all  the  peceadillos  ot 
bk  Ufo,  and  his  most  ungenerous  foes,  when  they  read  hk  work,  ao  forficom  bawling  ont  with 
the  ignotant,  **  O,  tbat  mine  enemy  had  written  a  book,*"  would  be  ready  to  go  and  bang 
tbemselTcs  for  vexation  at  thus  being  made  sftisthU  of  the  benefit  thk  gentksun  had  oon* 
telcd  OB  the  world. 

I  myself  would  attempt  the  task  of  deelaring  aoaM  of  tiie  aentimenti  I  beard  firom  bk  lips, 
k  not  that  I  should  mar  a  good  anbjeet  by  doing  ao;  therefore  I  shall  pass  to  other 
after  briefly  but  ardently  expressing  my  hopes  that  tbe  fortunes,  lifo  annuities,  and . 
aehemes  proposed  by  him  in  the  speech  1  heard  nuiy  soon  be  established  by  all  govern* 
for  the  proteetion  of  the  ehildren  of  affluent  persons  from  tbe  nsiserks  of  want  in  their 
old  age.  When  this  has  been  done  through  his  recommendation  and  advice,  our  ci^devmU 
pioaebcr^  name  will  stand  on  a  prouder  pinnaele  than  do  any  of  those  of  tbe  ooontlcss^buhopa 
and  awainis  of  ehurcb  plnralUts  for  long  generations,  whohavob  like  tbe  locusts  which  bred 
fonaine  in  Egypt,  thanklessly  devoured  tbe  best  prodnee  of  the  land* 

JnUa  Ruperta  was  highly  delighted  at  the  priest*!s  departure ;  she  had  now  got  rid  of  the 
threo  persons  she  lived  in  terror  of,  and  therefore  could  ei^oy  her  wealth  in  peace  of 
mind,  and  go  abroad  with  pleasure  and  comfort  to  herself 

'*  Well,  my  little  maid,*'  said  I  to  her,  the  first  time  we  met  aaeh  other  after  the  parson*s 
departure,  **  I  presume  I  may  congratulate  you  on  tbe  liberality  you  have  shown,  sinoe  it  was 
aoBtrary  to  your  declared  aentimenis  ?  "— ^'  A  branch  may  be  k)pped  off  to  give  vigour  t9  the 
tree,  and  I  could  have  no  rest  while  the  sectarian  prMicber  was  watching  to  destroy  me/' 
her  reply. 
**  The  dark  clouds  of  mystery,  like  these  of  tbe  weather,  not  unfirequently  obscure  our  vkw;; 
liir  Julia,  certainly  there  wa^  a  something  unaccountably  strange  in  tbe  cireumstanoa  of 
Carl  and  bk  assocUte  &lling  fool  as  they  did  of  my  two  colleagues.**—**  I  have  heard  it  whis-' 
pared,"  said  she,  with  a  significant  smile,  **  that  one  of  them  received  an  anonymous  letter 
kiforming  him  that  tbe  parson  was  in  Naples,  and  probably  tbey  expected  to  get  possession 
of  some  of  the  banditti's  lost  treasure  by  attacking  bim." 

'*  The  secret  k  out,"  said  I,  **  the  mystery  k  cleared  up.     A  blind  person  may  see  which 
y  tbe  wind  blows.     I  reverence  your  cunning,  foir  Julia,  and  beg  to  repeat  once  more  that 
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iSbam  ptnoM  mmi  liw  betioMf,  Mid  be  widm  awmke,  wlw  would  ftt  .to.«BBdw«d.of  imk**. 
'**Th«p«noii  U an  «iqiriiieip1«df«ilow  in  every  reqpest,"  ittumed  the  red-haired  daiite!;*'lie 
bas  no  more  reel  religioo  in  him  then  a  fiih,  or  a  bird,  or  a  f»ur-legfed  bcait.  Will  you 
-Miere  it,  ligBer,  be  told  me,  when  we  were  hmj  peeking  o«r  beKt  of  treeeure  in  the  cirt, 
ipreparatory  to  itarting  from  the  old  ehateao,  that  rdigion  is  a  tinde,  in  which  tbe  fluelmt 
Impottorft  thrive  the  bett  In  proof  of  which  daring  anertion  he  mentioned  that  in  olden 
dayt  the  priests  of  Egypt  were  wont  to  make  choice  of  a  bull  for  their  god ;  those  of  .the 
Ouddeans,  of  the  ish  oennes;  the  ScaadinaTisn  nation,  of  Odin,  styled  the  Father  of 
Slaughter ;  and  that  the  Celts,  the  descendants  of  the  Scythians,  chose  the  misletoe  as  theirs  ; 
while  that  the  Christian  built  his  fabric  of  theology  upon  a  miraculous  conception,  disbeliefed 
to  this  day  by  tbe  nation,  now  aeridely  scattered  peoplei  whom,  nineteen  centuries  ago^  it 
"was  destined  to  bring  to  salvation." 

**  His  doctrine  must  be  revolting  to  your  Catholic  feelings,  fiur  Julia,"  said  I. 

<«Name  it  not;  it  is  altogether  so,**  was  her  reply.  Then  presently  she  added, — ^*<  Will 
'  you  beliere  it,  signor,  he  said  that  the  religion  of  the  present  Romans  u  entirely  derived 
Drum  that  of  their  beethen  ancestors,  which,  he  asserts,  is  seen  by  the  use  they  make  of  inoeiise, 
holy  water,  tapers,  and  lamps  in  their  worship,  as  likewise  in  the  practice  of  pompe  and 
prooesnons,  pretended  miracles  and  pious  frauds,— in  the  making  of  Totive  offerings  and  ffittt, 
-and  the  erecting  of  rural  shrines ;  also  in  the  orders  of  tbe  priesthood,  nuns,  monks,  begfing 
friars,  &e.  ;  in  the  use  of  boys  clothed  in  sacred  habits  to  attend  the  officiating  priest;  all 
which,  according  to  hb  declaration,  were  practised  by  the  Pagans,  and  are  practised  by  the 
Popes  in  imitation  of  tbem.  It  should  be  observed,  too,  that  the  Mahometan  and  all  other 
Teligioos  fall  equally  under  his  censure  with  that  of  the  Christian.  The  parson  told  .me  the 
Alcoran  was  not  written  until  thirty  years  after  Mahomet's  death,  aud  that  therefore  it  must 
nbound  with  lies ;  ibr  at  that  time  the  Mahometan  empire  bad  been  founded,  and  it  was  com- 
piled as  a  state  religion,  to  give  it  support." 

'*  It  b  well  for  him,"  I  observed,  **  that  the  Inquisition  reigns  not  in  its  pristine  power; 
for  if  it  did,  he  might  probably  find  himself  tied  to  a  stake  some  ill-starred  day,  ready  to  be 
burnt  with  Jews  and  other  unfortunate  persons,  as  so  many  peace-offerings  of  an  inveterate 
clergy  to  God,  of  whom  they  arrogate  to  themselves  many  of  the  attributes.*' 

"  Yes ;  and  the  scoffers  at  our  divine  religion  ought  to  be  brought  to  condign  punishment,*' 
aaid  the  rancorous  little  bigot,  crossing  herself  while  she  spoke.  **  One  thing,  however,  I 
must  say,"  added  she,  in  a  subdued  tone,  as  if  struck  with  a  sense  of  shame  at  her  illiberality 
*<  and  this  is,  that  our  religion  aside,  his  general  remarks  were  excellent.  One  of  thein,  in 
-speaking  of  Mahomet,  I  well  recollect.—*  Thoee,'  said  he,  '  who  make  great  ehanges  in  tbe 
universe,  do  it  not  by  gaining  over  the  chiefs  of  parties,  but  by  winning  the  crowd  to  their 
wishes.' " 

*<  This,**  said  I,  *<  is  the  secret  reason  why  he  is  an  enemy  to  the  hierarehy  established  in 
bis  country.  He  would  have  every  preacher  of  the  gospel  left  to  his  exertions  to  gather 
together  as  many  of  the  crowd  and  as  much  of  their  money  as  he  is  able.  '  Those  who  ohgcct 
to  support  a  national  church,  because  they  differ  from  its  tenets,*  I  have  heard  him  say,  *  have 
truth,  reason,  and  justice  on  their  ride;  inasmuch  as  truth  says,  to  compel  men  to  support  anj 
religion  is  wrong.  Reason  says,  to  compel  them  to  support  the  religion  of  a  different  sect  b 
tyranny ;  and  justice  exclaims,  it  shall  continue  no  longer.'  ** 

like  the  brijliant  set  in  gold,  so  is  good  sense  in  appropriate  phrase.  During  tbe  time 
the  events  recorded  in  these  pages  were  pasring  at  Naples,  I  had  almost  every  day  the  grati- 
fication of  being  edified  by  the  liberal  and  enlightened  conversation  of  my  noble  friend.  Count 
Anselma ;  and  what  was  of  still  greater  moment  to  a  young  man  in  my  situation,  as  it  tended  to 
afford  me  tbe  highest  posrible  terrestrial  happiness,  was  the  being  blest  every  day  by  the  society 
of  the  highly  accomplished  and  beautiful  Antonia.  I  shpuld  have  been  a  deplorable  dunce  in 
matters  of  worldly  wisdom  had  I  neglected  to  profit  by  the  flattering  advantages.  I  made  tbe 
most  of  them  I  could,  and  so  effectually  wormed  myself  into  the  good  graces  of  both  the  fother 
and  daughter,  that  nothing  more  now  remained  wanting  on  my  side  to  ensure  to  me  posees 
sion  of  the  lovely  Antonia  and  the  large  fortune  she  was  heiress  to,  but  that  to  which  assuredly 
my  birth  had  given  me  no  pretenrions  namely,  an  ancient  and  noble  pedigree.  My  income 
■■thinlrf  to  my  own  management,  aided  by  not  a  fow  of  the  smiles  of  fortunc'^was  at  thia 
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,  )iiiMl>rio0d3r»fladwb«tfeim«,an4»fivtiftfNii  iatei^it'inwuy  oo  iriyHwrtt 
oqutaV— DOt  from  pUea^  uBMurts,  or  unjust  leases  of  Un^  property/ mder  anj  eeprU 
«^|kiiie  fovernflMBt  tiader  the  son. 
•    Pettetion  is  not  the  lot  of  bttmnlty ;  eonesqiteiitly  the  wisest  ead  best  of  men  lunreilifo 

'  'poonlisr  wdJuMBses,  end  m j  frtead  the  eouat  wae  not  free  from  smb ;  but  his  fidlings  wire  in 
•  'mehncr  eontimdietory  to  ceeh  other,  es,  fiir  eiampte,  be  cntertaioed  e  strong  biee  towodii 
the  aasioDt  aristoeraey,  whom  ho  looked  to  Isr  ererytbing  Tirtnone ;  wbile^  with  an  eno- 
•noons  judgmentt  eompereble  on  this  heed  to  that  of  the  great  Baoon,  be  oon^ered  them  ae 
Cho  earf>lems  of  time ;  and»  more  Justly,  the  new-faogled  nobility  as  the  mere  ereatums  of 
power,  whose  nobility  is  beetowed  for  qualities  whiefa  favour  the  personal  Tiews  of  their  ehief 

ruler. 

Bis  other  pecnliar  weakness  was  that  of  showing  too  mueh  eoodesoennon,  whieh,  thongfa 
*tts  amiable,  b  a  most  dangeroue  thing ;  fiir  few  deservo  oor  eonUdcnee,  and  those  most  eager 
r  to  gain  it  are  ever  the  first  to  betray  it.  This  last  named  weakness,  however,  I  made  subser- 
vient to  my  purpose,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled  me  to  obtain  minute  information  of  the  eonnt's 
:  fiunily  secrets,  amongst  whieh  the  partieulars  of  his  large  revenue  were  the  most  interesting 
In  me. 

Had  I  derived  my  descent  from  an  aneient  and  a  distinguished  ftmtly,  unquestionably  I 
aofigfat  now  have  earned  the  lovely  and  wealthy  prise  of  beauty  in  glorious  triumph ;  but  the 
low,  vulgar,  stupid  name  of  Winpenny  stood  an  impediment  in  my  path  to  sueeess;  indeed*  it 
vns  so  sorrily  thought  of,  that  I  knew  not  how  to  get  it  grafted  on  a  good  genealogical  tree. 
The  count  was  partial  to  me,  tnsomneh  that,  could  my  origin  be  diown  to  be  noble,  be  would 
have  preferred  me  to  any  other  nsan  for  a  son-in-law,  which  he  candidly  avowed  to  me.  But 
then  Winpenny  was  so  intolerably  low  a  name,  that  there  was  no  posnbllity  of  his  stomaching 
-  it.  He  could  not,  he  said,  have  one  of  the  camaiik  as  hb  son-in>law  and  heir,  even  though  ho 
might  have  inherited  the  wealth  of  the  wealthiest  Jew  contractor. 

As  to  Antooia,  I  knew  that  she  loved  me,  but  she  was  a  most  dutifol  daughter,  who  would 
hsve  suffered  her  charms  to  wither  away  to  old  age  in  celibacy,  rather  than  act  in  opposition 
to  her  father*s  avowed  wishes;  therefore,  with  both  the  parent  and  child,  the  confounded 
aime  of  Winpenny  stood  an  obstacle  in  my  way  to  good  fortune  ;  it  was  like  a  dangerous  rock 
right  a-bead  of  a  ship  in  full  sail,  which  she  can  pass  neither  to  windward  or  leeward  ot 

I  was  put  to  my  wit's  end  to  get  over  thu  difficulty,  and  eventually  stood  indebted  to  the 
bigamist,  who  knew  many  of  the  shuffling  tricks  practised  in  fbrthering  matrimonial  allianeesy 
Jbr  suggesting  the  practicability  of  getting  myself  perched  upon  some  ancient  genealogieal 
tree,  under  a  diff*erent  name  from  that  of  Winpenny. 

Thu  hint  infused  new  spirits  into  me,  and  to  profit  by  it  I  lost  no  time  in  seeking  out  the. 
■Met  skilfol  genealogists  in  all  Naples.  To  him  I  explained  my  case*  and  intimated  that 
lie  might  fix  his  own  terms,  provided  he  carried  roe  triumphantly  through  the  difficulties 
attached  to  my  name  and  the  want  of  a  proud  ancestry,  when  he  gave  me  to  understand  that 
my  case  was  by  no  means  an  uneommon  one ;  and  having  taken  a  large  fee,  as  earncet  mon^ 
of  my  intentions,  promised  he  would  lose  no  time  in  examining  certain  old  records,  from 
which  he  would  endeavour  to  make  a  pedigree  for  me,  and  further  said  I  should  hear  some- 
thing satisfactory  from  him  in  a  fow  days. 

The  genealogist*s  promise  waa  soothing  to  my  hopes,  and  I  met  Count  Anselma  and 
his  lovely  daughter  in  exuberant  spirits  at  their  dinner  the  day  I  received  it.  However,  to 
shorten  the  tale,  the  pedigree-maker  sent  for  me  within  the  term  of  his  promise,  when,  not 
n  little  to  my  pleasurable  astonishment*  he  Ibund  an  ancestor  for  me  in' the  Neapolitan  Coimt 
de  deux  Sous,  a  most  renowned  commander,  who  fiourished  before  the  time  of  the  Freneh 
.  Bmperor  Charlemagne. 

Having  reflected  on  the  nature  of  this  communication,  the  pleasure  it  occasioned  me  begm 
uTgive  way  to  appreheiuioiis  that  it  was  too  good  to  be  realised ;  not  that  I  cared  a  sou  concern- 
ing the  vaunted  fame  of  Count  de  deux  Sous,  nor  the  honour  of  being  a  deseendant  of  such  n 
hero,  but  because  on  the  numagement  of  this  affair  hinged  my  prospeet  of  becoming  the 
Ihisband  of  the  beautiful  bdress  Antonia;  and  in  my  anxiety  on  the  snbjeet,  I  bluntly 
inquired  of  the  genealogist  how  thb  Neapolitan  Count  de  deux  8ou%  who  lived  a  thou* 


?    .    .  .  •  .  ... 

Tbc  genealogiit  could  not  tonbear  smiling  st  mj  ignorann>»tM(b1inf  l^gJMd  fai  teiait^ 

,atpi,  <ffd  i«id»  <htHHlh  lfc»  nwUlk  I  ImmI  <it  ay  :iliip—ii>  bttlNi  *f  air  V^wM  ftind't 
io^iicBM  m  tke  KfipotfiM  M«rt»  ttw  pcdiguM  fan  AaUMd  «il  tm  mnnmiU  4n  «ndbito 

:  ipnw  f«li4  Willi  rthn  wmrU  «MiMr  thna  m  nbUd  it  tmifllit  Ui  nlpfanfaal.  « JoiMd/'.ndMi  K 
j^^t^faii^  kUUndstqgitfatrmth  J07,  •*  ntmawMHaoM  •etm  f  ooospiwaayoMr  fcrow^  nMio 

.  but  olMenre.  Mfnor.  liov  ekomAy  ihn  nanin  WiifiMMiy  nypKnrtiMtMio  dnas  Stmm»  Iteara 
thn  titlef  rmomtnd  from  oldnn  tinMH»  or  tlin  pedignts  wfaseb  hnve  to  mnml  hg  fanek,  llkit 
m  balfflo  elMTly  Mtehti^ilMd  nt  I  hope  to  saknoni  yoor  okin  to  thn>noantthip«rtfain 
once  ikmous  commaDder.     Winpenny !    tho  name  apeaks  for  itself;    it  must  havo  bnan 

'dorifed  from  danx  Sous  pa^pMr.  nod  thia  eeMirated  oount,  I ahall  IwoUn  to  aho«r» from  his 
oft^repaated  soeoaas  in  batllt,  wna  onllod  tfao  Violnrioni^nnd  aometiaies  le  gapmAT 

**  Bnt,  nay  goodair,  I  nniat  oooa  mort  ask  bow  it  ann.bn  pmaliaaUt  to  nakn npodigine 
for  me,  aa  the  daaeandant  of  tbb  llalinn  nMrrior?" 

**  A  man'apedigmcb''  npUedhni  •«^in«Bany  ■nafaMss.hag  nothiag  to  do  with  hia  ansaili^  ; 

'  it  is  a  thing  fiibrieated  for  him  by  some  able  genealogist,  who  grafts  bis  name  npoAi  n 
bameb  of  a  lenfleM  tcee,  and  thereby  brings  the  old  wood  to  n  stain  of  foliagai     Thmfraud 

.  of  tha  transnetion  oonfors  a  benafit  on  monarchy  and  the  nriatoatncy,  inaannieh  aa  st  |^vnn 
anothnr  of  tinie'aohl  pillan  for  the  pridonnd  anpport  of  both i  and,  what  ia  mot%  is 
taaenre  the  intereated  purposea  of  harpies  about  tho  emlrt*  who  tend  the  ^d  title 
higher  rate  than  they  oonld  a  new  eon,  wiiile  it  mablai  the  lawyers  to  apin  thair' 
yam  to  great  adTantiige,  and  the  monarch  to  metamoiphoae  a  foeourite  into  a  Tery  aneisnt 
peer  of  his  iealffl«  which  is  a  font  not  eaay  to  be  aeaampliahad,  although  a  monarch  nan 

.  make  new  peers  thick  as  drone%  and  eomparabla  to  them,  asltring  in  idleness  cm  tlao  laboiir- 
ing  community.*' 

"  I  how  submissiv^y  to  the  august  mysteriea  of  your  laamed  paofossioo*'*  asad  I ;  ^«neTar« 
theless,  as  the  pedigree  you  intend  to  honour  me  with  requiree  being  made  oat  in  ITiigladl^ 
I  cannot  see  how  you  can  efieet  the  desirnd  object.*' 

*'  Distress  not  your  mind  by  donbta  on  tho  subject,"  N(joined  he ;  **  your  jmaaluginl 
tree,  for  as  it  can  be  done  here,  will  be  completed  to-morrow,  and  by  it  will  be  shown  that 

,  one  Moaes  deux  Sous,  the  direct  and  only  descendant  of  the  fomed  count,  aervad  under  the 
banner  of  William  the  Norman,  bastard,  who  made  a  eooquest  of  England,  and  in  thefowih 
jgeneration  this  mao*s  descendants  changed  their  name  to  SiWerpenny,  and  a  cBntury  after  to 
Winpenny,  which  they  have  borne  ever  since." 

**  AU  this/*  said  ^  **  may  look  very  well  on  the  genealogical  tree  of  your  planting ; 
but  what  documents  can  be  forthcoming  from  England  to  crown  your  labours  with  tba  dasinid 

.  success?" 

'*  Pardon,  me,  signor,  for  saying  so,  but  you  know  nothing  of  these  things,**  answered  the 
pedigree-raaker.  **  The  strength  of  your  claim  will  be  bottomed  upon  your  foreign  oxtna- 
tion,  while  your  pedigree  itself  will  be  the  less  Mmtinised  into  from  its  ccsning  fr^m  'a 

.  foreign  land.  I  need  only  to  add,  that  my  correspondent  is  one  of  the  leading  geneabgitts 
in  England,  where  his  influence  is  predominant  at  the  heraldic  ooliege,  and  he  will  flll  up 
your  pedigree  from  the  time  of  the  first  Moses  deux  Sous  to  that  of  your  birth ;  when,  on  the 
traosnussioo  of  this  document  to  Naples,  your  court  friends  here  will  readily  succeed  in 
purchasing  the  restoration  of  the  deux  Sous  title  to  the  rightful  heir  of  the  fonrily,  wfaiefa  Ss 
yomself ;  though,  in  all  probability,  to  guard  againat  jealousy  among  the  peers,  your  title  • 
•ount  will  be  dated  only  from  the  grant." 

*'  Then  be  it  so,"  said  I,  with  a  smile.  "  I  suppose  I  must  stomach  thia  little  indignity ;  hot, 
my  friend,  are  you  really  of  opinion  I  shall  get  ennobled  in  this  easy  way  ?  " 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it,**  replied  he.     "  Everything  tells  in  your  favour— you  have 

.powerful  friends,  and  are  ready  to  pay  a  high  price  for  your  title.     Besides,  you  are  a  forugner 

and  extremely  rich,  therefore  there  can  be  no  foars  entertained  by  the  government  of  your 

soon  beeomiug  one  of  those  pauper  peers  who  bring  dii^aee  upon  the  arbtoeracy,  and  wfag 

jtaad  place  and  pension  to  uphold  their  lawful  families ;  .and  assuredly  aa  that  the  land  mtisi 


iDBMCllDes  lb  lUldv,  0oo«er  or  faCer  every  iMtMgii  md  bnuMh  of  it  1m  to  Bt'  fHpfkirted  kon 
the  public  pane,  to  the  iojttil^of  fthe  people^  iHMrefere  eMh  Aow  titk  ie  •  oorMon  the  gieet 
oommunity. " 

'  Tlicre  wts  sttttiftd  nmton  entfto^ied  is  what  the  geoMitogiel  Imd  nU;  eon^tieiitly*  after 
ttttfllriiuig  blm  wifli  the  niiiics  of  niy'pelreiits,  tof^faer  irhh  tbeee  olny  gfuid|iafieiitt  on  tbo 
jpetemal  side,  and  stating  tbe  parishes  in  which  these  unasramiag  peopio  were  bom,  ouurriMl* 
laA  died,  I  departed,  leaving  a  elieiJk  on  my  iNttiWr  for  a  habdeooM  sam,  that  the  genealogist 
iBlght  do  what  was  needfbl  with  hu  London  eotrespondent,  as  also  iatisfy  biiaaelf  that  in  Ui 
inunaetions  with  me  he  had  to  deal  wifh  a  Rberal  eharfteter. 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

^  HesTdM!  what  is  this  f 
Locd  kave  wamof  apoo  oar' 

«' Wkal  Uaflk  aiaglclsa  edMoKs  «p  this  AMd  t 
Wbat!  4.0  y  trentblef    Ira  ye  all  afraid  I 
\  Alas  f  I  blame  ye  not,  for  ye  ire  aBoital, 

Ao4  tnanA  eyes  oaaiiocand«fetb««  d«Til— i 
Avaant,  than  draadlol  miaistar  of  hell ! " 

Ht  friend,  the  bigamist,  during  the  time  many  of  the  preeeding  events  ware  pawing,  waa 
fVVeUing  away  his  hours  in  all  the  felicity  that  Signora  Silva*s  cheerful  acquitscenoe  in 
Hb  amatory  views  coutd  occasion  him,  and  soeh  was  his  auoeessi  too,  with  otlier  females,  that 
I  leeollect  saying  to  him,  <*  My  friend,  you  ate  over-fortunaie.  I  am  alarmed  at  your  eon-* 
slant  prosperity ;  and  therefore  shall  give  yoa  the  advice  of  Amasia  to  Polycratcs,  to  procure 
ibiBe  mortification  or  suflfering  to  yourseif.*' 

My  caution,  given  in  jest,  the  superstitious,  judging  by  what  followed*  might  have  mia. 
taken  for  inspiration.  Peril,  however,  ia  an  attendant  on  our  most  blissful  eqjoymepU,  and 
sorely  an  evil  spirit  must  have  been  at  work,  not  only  to  terminate  my  friend  and  the  signora'a 
reciprocal  delights,  but  also  to  make  tbis,  by  htm»  beloved  foir  one,  the  means  of  inflicting  a 
enpematural  punishment  on  the  poor  bigamist* 

1  liave  said  that  the  signora  was  the  mistress  ci  a  eertain  wealthy  and  potent  duke,  who» 
%BL  eonsequence  of  the  levity  of  her  eondoct,  and  her  enteruining  much  company,  had  become 
jeilous  of  the  lady ;  and  I  must  now  add,  that  about  this  time,  as  was  reported,  from  his 
bi(ving  received  private  information,  but  oooel  naive  as  to  his  culpability,  and  which  it  waa  be- 
lieved came  from  Antonia's  serving-maid,  the  vindictive  Angelina,  his  grace's  revenge  was  parti-, 
eidarly  directed  against  my  gallant  frtend,  whose  attentions  to  the  signora  fired  his  breast  with 
such  fell  feelings,  that  he  came  to  the  resolution  ofliaving  him  assassinated. 

The  duke's  black  intention  got  bruited  abroad,  and  the  report  came  to  my  ears,  when  I 
lost  no  time  in  consulting  with  my  friend,  the  bigamist,  on  what  should  be  done  to  guard, 
against  the  impending  danger.  The  result  was  his  coming  to  a  determination  to  fly  from  Naples, 
to  hide  himself  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Salerno,  until  an  opportunity  might  offer 
of  his  embarking  at  that  port  for  Toulon,  where  he  knew  it  to  be  my  intention  to  proceed  soon 
as  my  business  and  that  of  Count  Anselma  at  Naples  should  be  terminated,  and.  where  he.. 
himself  purposed  residing  for  a  time,  to  keep  up  an  intimacy  with  me  and  the  count's  family. 
'  To  serve  my  friend,  who  folt  rather  dispirited  at  the  necessity  there  was  for  his  flight,  and 
purposing  to  remain  a  day  or  two  his  guest  there,  I  accompanied  him  to  a  village,  which  most 
be  a  few  leagues  beyond  Salerno.  Tbe  day  following  our  arrival,  as  we  sat  discussing 
some  prime  wine  afrer  a  late  dinner,  tbe  bigamist,  exceedingly  to  my  consternation,  suddenly 
started  from  his  seat,  and  with  horror  depicted  in  his  countenance  retreated,  stepping  back^ 
wards  to  the  far  end  of  the  apartment,  his  eyes  constantly  filed  towards  a  vacant  spot  near  the^ 
door,  and  he  deeply  absorbed  in  attention,  as  if  listening  to  the  speech  of  some  one,  though, 
be  it  observed,  I  heard  nothing ;  and  in  tbis  manner  he  remained  stationary  during  some 
minutes,  trembling  violently  from  top  to  toe,  wboA  suddenly  he  shrieked  aloud  with  terror ; 
then,  presently  assuming  a  little  courage,  exclaimed,  **  Heaven  \i%  praised^  she  u  gone." 

I  now  got  my  friend  to  resume  his  seat,  and  questioned  him  as  to  what  waa  tbe  matter  ; 
when  he  said,  •*  What !  is  it  poMtbie  ?  and  did  you  not  see  the  «^««Ue  ^  K\^gDAtv^^^^%^  ^1^. 
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came,  babitfd  in  tb«  ordinary  droit  of  the  signorai  but  with  bofom  bare,  and  a  bkcdin^ 
wound  in  her  right  breastt  while  her  hand  grasped  a  bloody  dagger.** 

*<  My  friend/'  replied  I,  **  surely  you  are  jesting;  you  cannot  be  in  earnest.** 
*•  Jesting,"  refined  he,  **  who  dares  jest  with  immortality  ?    Heard  you  not  Uie  angry 
ghost  speak  to  me? — yes,  you  must  have  heard  her;  <  Ungrateful  wretch,'  said  she,  lookL^ 
sternly,  '  why  did  you  forsake  me  ?*  ** 

«  FHend,**  said  I,  putting  on  the  appearance  of  greater  courage  than  I  felt,  '<  your  imagU 
nation  must  be  deranged.  You  are  like  Brutus,  when  he  fimcied  he  beheld  the  gigantic 
spectre  in  his  tent;  but  the  dead  can  do  us  no  harm,  therefore  let  us  not  be  appalled  by 
deceptions  of  the  imagination,  of  which  this  is  one.** 

**  The  malignant— >the  wicked  spirit,**  exclaimed  the  poor  fellow,  convulsively  shuddering 
as  he  spoke;  '*  it  was  the  real  ghost  of  the  departed  signora.  She  is  dead,  and  I  shall  speedily 
IbUow  after  her.    Mark  the  time,  Winpenny ;  mark  to  a  minute  what  the  time  is.** 

I  affected  to  make  light  of  what  was  said,  yet  I  looked  at  my  chronometer,  which  was  in 
good  order,  and  an  excellent  one,  and  the  time  was  exactly  eight  o'clock.  Moreover,  I  lost 
no  time  in  dispatching  a  messenger  to  Naples  with  a  letter  for  Count  Ansel  mo,  privately 
soliciting  to  be  informed  if  anything  extraordinary  had  happened  to  Signora  Silva,  and  he 
returned  next  day  with  the  news  of  that  famed  courtesan's  death,  which  had  happened  exaetly 
at  the  time  the  bigamist  stated  that  he  had  seen  her  spectre,  and  in  the  very  way  it  had  given 
him  to  understand  the  signora  perished. 

This  affiur  of  the  ghost  exceedingly  bewildered  my  imagination,  for  although,  during  my 
diversified  career  of  life,  I  bad  been  embroiled  with  many  terrible  characters,  and  beheld  maiqr 
terrific  sights ;  yet  it  was  with  mankind  only  that  I  bad  got  embroiled,  and  men  it  was  who 
enacted  the  desperate  deeds  I  had  witnessed.  However,  not  to  add  to  the  bigamist's  alarm, 
which  had  already  become  too  frightful  for  his  peace  of  mind,  I  avoided  as  much  as  posiibla 
all  conversation  with  him  regarding  the  apparition ;  and,  as  soon  as  with  decency  I  could,  left 
him  in  his  village  retreat,  awaiting  his  passage  to  Toulon,  that  I  might  return  back  t» 
Naples. 

I  made  Count  Anselma  my  confidant  in  every  particular  regarding  the  bigamist's  intimacy 
^th  the  late  Signora  Silva,  and  the  apparition  he  had  seen  of  her,  for  things  which  i^paar. 
incredible  should  be  communicated  to  none  save  the  wise.  He  was  extremely  interested,  bat 
not  much  surprised,  at  the  tale,  which  last  circumstance  somewhat  startled  me,  bceause  havinig 
ttiyself  given  no  credit  to  ghost  stories,  but  always  considered  them  the  fiUiles  of  weak  or  d*- 
aigning  persons,  I  expected  from  him  a  similar  opinion  d  supernatural  appeanwees  of  thia 
•cvt 

"  Your  poor  friend's  fiite  is  fixed,**  said  he,  soon  as  I  had  finished  my  tale.     ■<  He  will, 
shortly  be  numbered  with  the  dead,  for  apparitions,  such  as  he  has  seen,  come  not  to  deceive.  ** 
**  Count,*  replied  I,  **  until  now  I  believed  not  in  the  apparition  of  disembodied  spirits  to 
mortal  eyes,  but  what  my  friend  has  seen  in  my  presence  cannot  be  forgotten  by  me.** 

"  He,**  rejoined  he,  **  has  beheld  what  few  are  permitted  to  see :  departed  spirits,  however^ 
or  rather  guardian  and  bad  spirits,  for  the  scripture  tells  us  there  are  both,  are  sometinies 
permitted  to  manifest  themselves,  and  preternatural  impressions  are  oceasionaUy  communi- 
cated to  us." 

"  I  am  almost  satisfied  these  are  truths,"  observed  I. 

**  We,*'  resumed  the  count,  **  have  the  authority  of  scripture  to  prove  that  departed  unem- 
bodied  souls  sometimes  revisit  mankind.     In  the  first  book  of  Samuel,  the  witch  of  Endor 
calls  up  a  bad  spirit  to  personify  that  old  personage's  ghost,  which  says  to  Saul,  '  Why  hast*' 
tiiou  disquieted  me,  to  bring  me  up  ?*    Then  we  have  testimony  here  of  the  reality  of  appa* . 
ritions,  as  it  respects  the  souls  of  departed  persons,  in  the  appearanoe  of  Moses  and  Elieas  with 
Christ  in  the  mount  at  hb  transfiguration.** 

"  Is  it,  count,**  asked  I,  *<  your  opinion  that  it  was  the  spirit  of  Signora  Stlva  which  my 
friend  beheld?*' 

**  No,**  replied  he,  '*  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  it  was  not  her  spirit  I  apprehend  thers 
axe  few  speculative  delusions  more  universally  received  than  this,  that  those  things  we  call 
tpeeties,  g^iosts,  and  apparitions,  are  really  the  departed  souls  of  those  persons  whom  th^  ai# 
^mA'  <gAiPWMMt    We  se^  or  believe  we  see  our  dead  friends  and  relalions  aetuallj  cIoUm4 
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irith  their  old  bodies,  though  we  know  thoie  bodies  to  be  rotting  in  the  grave.  We  se«  them 
drened  up  in  the  Tery  clothes  which  we  have  cut  to  pieces  and  giTen  away  amongst  different 
persons.  We  hear  them  cpeaking  with  the  same  voice,  though  the  organ  which  formed  their 
ibrmer  speech,  we  are  sure,  is  gone  and  perished.  These  similitudes  of  things  fix  it  upon  our 
thoughts  tbat  it  must  be  the  same.— that  the  souls  of  our  late  friends  are  actually  come  to 
remit  us,  which  to  me  is  most  incongruous  and  unlikely ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  they  must 
hare  a  mean  opinion  of  the  future'  state  and  the  exalted  condition  of  the  blessed,  that  can 
imagine  they  are  to  be  interrupted  in  their  joy,  and  even  disquieted,  by  the  power  of  a  despi- 
cable  witch,  as  Samuel  is|  represented  to  .have-  been,  when  speaking  the  words  quoted;  and, 
secondly,  they  must  have  mean  thoughts  of  the  state  of  the  wicked  hereafter,  who  can  think 
that  the  spirits  in  prison  can  get  loose  to  eome  and  attend  upon  the  trifles  of  life." 

**  Then,**  asked  J,  **  since  it  was  not  the  spirit  of  the  late  signora,  pray  what  was  it  tbat 
did  appear  ?  " 

« It  was  one  of  the  world  of  spirito  whieh  inhabit  thb  globe^  and  which  are  termed  invU 
sible,  yet  occasionally  are  permitted  to  become  manifest  to  our  sight.  If  apparitions  of  the 
departed  could  appear  at  pleasure,  there  would  be  no  place  for  mankind.  Unembodied  souls 
would  then  be  perpetually  coming  back  here  to  harass  their  executors  for  injuring  their 
mphans ;  and  in  this  ease,  how  could  Henry  the  Eighth  of  England  have  reigned  in  peaee  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  after  having  seised  upon  the  revenues,  rents,  ]ands9  monies,  and  estates 
bequeathed  by  unnumbered  eharitable  persons  to  found  and  nuuntain  hoqtitals^  oollcgeSt 
ehorehes,  and  religious  houses?  Resentment  all  dies  with  the  breath  of  life  ;  and  wbatevw 
the  apparitions  whieh  we  call  souls  have  pretended,  or  we  have  pretended  for  tbem,  the  souls 
of  the  departed  are  perfectly  uneoncemed  at  it  all." 

**  Then,  Count  Anselma,  if  I  understand  you  right,  you  think  thai  neither  the  souls  of  the 
Mssisd  or  the  eursed,  the  happy  or  the  miaendde,  are  concerned  at  these  appearanoes ;  who 
then,  let  me  ask,  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  invisible  world?** 

^  Tberejmttst,**  answered  the  oount,  '<  be  a  world  of  spirits,  or  of  spirit,  from  whence  wo 
leoeive  the  frequent  notices  in  private^  which  are  so  perceptible  to  us,  and  which  we  are  so 
uneasy  shout.  These  may,  without  any  absurdity,  be  supposed  eapable  of  awiiming  shap% 
eemymtBg  with  mankind,  either  in  the  ordinary  way,  either  by  voice  and  sound,  though  ia 
iqypeanuices  and  borrowed  shapes,  or  by  private  notices  of  things,  impulses,  forebodings,  mSs- 
jiviqcB,  and  other  imperceptible  communications'  to  the  minds  of  men,  as  God,  their  great 
OB^loyer,  may  ordain ;  and  when  all's  said,  'tis  but  soul  conversing  with  soul,  spirit  oommii* 
Bleating  to  spirit,  one  intellectual  being  to  another,  and  by  secret  conveyances,  such  as  souls 
•onverse  by.  Neither  is  the  apparition  of  these  spirits  any  absurdity :  these  may  be  intimate 
wkh  us,  i^ipear  to  us^  be  eoncerned  about  us,  without  anything  intelljgible  to  mortal  Thus 
ibey  are  gusvdian  angcb  to  the  very  letter,  without  b«ng  obliged  to  attend  at  every  man's  ear 
or  elbow.  Mankind  arethus  truly  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  God  always;  and  Phnridenesb 
whieh  constantly  works  by  means  and  instruments,  has  the  government  of  the  world  aetuaO  j 
in  Us  administration,  not  only  by  infinite  power,  but  by  immediate  disputation. " 

"  Cottnt,"  observed  I,  **  yon  have  sdd  that  this  terrestrial  globe  is  frequented  by  bad  spirits 
as  wdl  as  guardian  angels,  and  surely  that  which  has  appeared  to  my  friend  must  be  one  of 
the  infernal  kind." 

'*  Assuredly  so;  it  was  a  diabolical  spirit,  that  eame  to  harass  and  affright  your  frienc^ 
periwpe  expecting  it  should  briqg  him  into  a  fit  of  desperation,  so  aa  to  destroy  himself,  as  the 
woman  it  appeared  in  the  shape  of  had  done  befiwe.  He  too,  poor  man,  was  the  more  affected 
at  the  sight,  inasmuch  aa'he  was  conscious  of  crime,  for  he  had  not  only  acted  dishonestly  widi 
ber,  but  it  seems  had  been  dishonest  to  her,  whieh  had  led  her  to  be  her  own  executioner. 
Many  are  the  authenticated  histories  of  apparitbns  of  this  description— of  the  apparitions  Oi 
persons  whose  souls  have  just  previously — yea,  at  the  very  instant— escaped  firom  their  prisoof 
of  elay,  some  of  which  have  appealed  to  friends  of  the  deeeaaed  at  exoeeding  great  distances-^ 
•▼en  thousands  of  miles  firom  wheie  the  spark  of  life  waa  ^ected  from  the  mortal  frame ;  and 
noreover,  people  renowned  for  their  wisdom,  of  all  eouotries  and  in  all  ages,  have  believed  in 
tiM  reality  of  these  spirits.  By  their  own  engelie  and  spErftuoos  penetiatloii,  I  beliete  the 
good  spirits  know  everything  of  vs  needfiil  to  be  known,  end  sre  eapaU^.of  bdng  affected  i& 
gor  bidud(  ie  es  to  eoMen  OMttsdv«i  for  Mr,(ood  oamsj  «mmaW\  w^  t^M>  ^^mw  ^ 
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clemoa  of  iril,  from  tho  bogimting  of  tbo  world  to  the  pftseiit  day— 4«n  when  he  nutte  a 
murderer  of  Cain  and  tormented  Job  almost  to  death-^has  Mmetiines  booa  permitted  to  haunt 
people  for  thetr  Crimea— to  worry,  terrify,  and  perplex  tbcm ;  yea,  and  by  evil  ooanae!,  to 
endeavour  to  bring  them  to  deatmctioo ;  but  he  ean  do  no  m'ore^  and  good  advice  ho  nvrer 
girefc" 

**  Alas  !'*  I  involuntarily  exclaimed,  "  my  poor  friend*!  fate,  I  lee,  is  irrevocably  fixed." 
^  Tea,**  said  the  count ;  **  from  time  to  time  he  will  bo  tormented  by  this  fiend,  and  even- 
toally  perish  in  the  way  that  has  been  foretold.**    Then,  having  mused  for  a  time,  he  added, 
**  There  are  many  well-authenticated  talcs  of  apparitions,  whieh  bear  me  out  in  my  reaaeiung, 
bot  it  ia  unnecessary  to  go  into  them.     One,  however,  that  of  a  ghost  that  assumed  the  appear- 
ance of  a  deceased  lady  who  had  been  the  mistress  of  a  Lofd  Littleton,  and  came  to  terrify 
and  warn  him  of  his  death,  whieh  took  place  at  the  predicted  minute,  may  be  glanced  at,  as 
being  applicable  to  our  ease ;  as  also  may  that  of  the  ghost  which  tormented  Ckssio  Bnr« 
rooghs,  until,  aeodrdiag  to  its  prediction,  he  was  slain  fai  a  duel,  fbr  these  nrnst  have  been 
iendish  spirits,  like  unto  the  one  whieh  your  friend  lias  seen.     Another— that  of  an  apparition 
which  personified  Sir  George  Villicrs,  the  Aither  of  the  first  Duke  of  Buekingham,  and  ap- 
peared several  times  to  Mr  Gowes,  an  officer  of  the  king's  wardrobe  in  Windsor  Castle,  telling 
him  certain  secrets  known  only  to  the  duke^  and  direeting  him  to  go  to  his  grace,  and  wtm 
him  that,  unless  ho  did  something  to  conciliate  the  publie  fSiTonr,  he  would,  a  quarter  d  a 
year  from  that  time,  be  slain  by  a  dagger,  which  he  accordingly  was — must,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  been  a  guardian  spirit,  fbr  it  came  for  a  good  purpose ;  but  that  it  was  Sir  Geoige 
Villiers'  spirit  cannot  be  nuuntained,  as  Sir  George  had  been  dead  many  years ;  and  how  could 
his  soul  have  been  disturbed  for  this  worid's  af&irs^  or  he  have  known  of  bis  sonls  conddct 
•Iter  his  own  death?    The  fhmous  Lord  Clarendon,  in  his  *  History  of  England,*  relates  all 
the  particulars  of  tins  apparition ;  and  refiming  yon  to  it  for  lyirther  information,  I  shall,  after 
commenting  upon  a  remarkable  dream  of  more  recent  oeeurrenee,  turn  to  a  gayer  subjett. 
The  dream  was  that  of  Mr  Williams,  of  Seorrior  Honse,  near  Redruth,  in  Cornwall,  and  hap* 
pened  in  the  night  of  the  Ilth  May,  1812,  when  he  Ares  several  times  dreamed  he  was  in  the 
lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  saw  a  man  shoot  with  a  pistol  a  gentleman,  said  by  oiie 
cf  the  crowd  seen  in  his  dream  to  be  the  Chancellor.  Mr  Williams  told  hb  dream  rrerywhefe, 
and  minutely  described  the  appearance  and  dress  of  Ae  man  that  he  saw  in  his  dream  fire  the 
idstol ;  and  it  so  happened  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  May,  a  man  named  BelHngham 
had  shot  Mr  Pereival,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     Six  weeks  aflcr,  Mr  Williama 
hiring  buuness  in  town,  went  with  a  friend  to  the  House  of  Comrooni^  where  he  had  never 
been  before,  and  instantly,  on  coming  to  the  steps  at  the  lobby,  he  said,  **  This  place  is  aa  dsi- 
tinetly  within  my  recollection,  in  my  dream,  as  any  room  in  mj  bouse  ;**  and  he  made  t^ 
•ame  observation  when  be  entered  the  lobby,  and  pointed  out  the  exact  spot  where  Bellingham 
had  stood  when  he  fired,  and  wj^ich  Mr  Pereival  had  reached  when  be  was  struck  by  the  bail, 
where  he  fell.     The  dress,  too,  of  Pereival  and  Bellin^iam  agreed  with  the  deaeription  gif  en 
by  Mr  Williams,  even  to  the  most  minute  particulars.     Now,  my  young  firiend^  Judging  ^mn 
fhis  dream,  and  some  other  remarkable  ones  on  record,  as  also  firom  the  clearness  with  whi^b 
we  behold  things,  persons,  and  places  in  our  sleep,  which  are  far  distant  firom  us»  and  BMwa- 
OTei^  reflecting  on  the  infinitely  superior  brightness  of  our  ideas  and  reasoning,  when  dreami^gi 
to  what  we  are  capable  of  while  awake,  I  am  inclined  to  belie?e  that  the  embodied  aoul  qoila 
its  earthly  case  or  prison,  when  the  body  is  asleep,  to  wander  firee  and  fitf,  eajoyi^g  itaalf  in 
apbituality  with  aerial  companions  from  the  world  of  spirits.*' 

**  This  last  idea  of  yours  is  a  noble  one,  my  lord,**  said  J,  *'  and  it  will  ofWn  fill  mj 
tm^pnation.  Tell  me,  however,  since  you  say  there  are  good  and  bad  spirits,  which  laat  can 
do  us  no  bodily  harm,  whether  it  is  advisable  to  speak  to  an  apparition  ?  " 

**  Tea,"  answered  he,  "  in  my  opinion  we  ought ;  and  I  am  borne  out  in  it  by  that  ^ 
au»y  worthies  who  have  written  on  the  sul^ect.  It  would  be  well  of  us  to  ask  it.  '  In  tlie 
same  of  God,  what  business  hast  thou  here?*  Theae  worthies  an  mostly  agreed  that  tha  aiil 
WgmJU  vary  rardy  appear,  and  that  almost  all  apparitions  are  of  friendly  and  assisting  viii|il 
vhiah  eome  of  a  kind  and  beneficent  errand  to  us  ;  theiefbr^  that  we  need  not  be  teniiadlit 
IbffS  aa  we  are,  Whsn  an  evil  spirit  does  appear,  it  is  limited  by  h  superior  power,  amdm^ 
do  ma^  *- — -    *-'    *  jpedai iieencet  and  this,  methinki,  ihoiuld  tska  off  the  terror  fSrom  mv 
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UlMiwoddcitpiMlmt  vlMbblMt, 
tiingf  and  pooyle  to  lim  in  tka  ■^giwl 
d«U  afflNilys  wotUlj  iaiefcrti4'* 

iii»  mwpwHiiMi  wUh  Ur;  thmfaii  tHa  w— t*^  iMiniiitwiiiliiwi  wm  ailiidiid  tiy  fur  w» 
€«lrfal)!lMeaadto»f«7«rsiibJMltlHn«i9tpa0lraeoiildlw?«b^  orthailAlM. 
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CHABTBR  XX. 


*  He  who  has  bat  imsiidooe* 
T»  aU  «M&f»  «lw  aajr  Maki 
And  pacaaMMchiawa&tabai 
Ta  all  tha  warld  aaay  nuika  him  claim.'* 


**  Tis  Botbar  fbia  Mvpaiatag  fairv 
CanOMtetf  vhh  Iwr  d«rlL-brgfrn  hair; 
Tb  aoahar  4a«fe  Maa  ayas' aOM 
Vw  paaaOiM  bnm,  aat  aiihaa  lath  ; 
Tl»  aoc  har  tip*  aT  ruhy  britbt, 
Fartiac  aa  iMib  of  paaeia  whica; 
Form,  atMaly  aa  tha  auwatate  pia^ 
Ami  graeam  aa  cha  cKUtarlaf  Tiaa. 
*Tia  «Htt  aaptaaiina  aaiaioaii. 
At  oaoe  reoaUiac  la  my  mladi 
TiRMo  ftOMle*  traitt.  which  •'»  dM 
To  be  the  idol  of  my  dream ; 


Whra  aU  my  thoughts,  ia  one  hriaht 
aa?a  ^litBiad  oat  a  tUag  talova?* 

M^  finoad  tbt  Mgfimirt  fopeatedly  wrote  to  ne  dunBg  tha  tiino  b«  wm  datainodl  at  hia  pkc^ 
fi£  fttnat  la  tha  eoiuttry»  waiting  bis  pawiga  to  Toulon  ;  but  when  tbe  vonal  ba  purpotad 
d^pvtiqcinwaf  oatbeareof  aaiHag,  I  quitted  Ki^laa,  wkh  tba  intention  of  tteyiog  avaj 
ftf  two  or  tbfio  daj%  to  maka  whU  I  mueb  feared  would  be  a  Ibrewell  Yiait  Ur  bini.  * 

Bo  waa  even  more  than  utuaUgr  delighted  at  leaing  ma,  but  I  soon  diseoveied  that  tmff<mn 
got  #oiild  no  longer  be  a  suitable  motto  fer  hia  cbaraetar.  Indeed^  eare  marked  bis  coua» 
twwmee  s  yet  sbe  was  a  visitoB  X  bad  never  apea  tbere  previoua  to  tbe  appearanoa  before  bia 
of  the  aeeursed  apparition,  wbicb  ao  unaourtaomly  disturbed  this  friend  and  me  at  table,  and 
oeeaaioDed  the  lemarks  te>  be  wiitteu  on-good  and  bad  spinta  wbioh  appear  in  tbe  preceding, 
cluqptar  of  tbese  memoira. 

*  Ho  told  me  tbat  tbe  malignant  spirit  had  paid  him  a  seeond  visit,  and  that  she  came  at 
widnigbt,  when  he  was  lying  in  bed,  wide  awake,  with  a  candle  burning  on  bia  table.  Tb9  ; 
door  of  tbe  chamber^  he  said,  waa;fastened,  and  he  saw  not  how  theghoat  fiot  appeared  ia 
tim  room,  but  her  threats  and  r^roachca  were  tbe  same  as  belbra ;  and  moreover,  on  this  last 
oocanon,  the  terrific  scene  was  stiU  aggravated  by  her  rqpeatedly  ilourisfaH«  the  gory  dagger 
in  her  hand. 

With  pain  it  was  that  I  beard^my  fidend  describe  tlaa  unearthly  ofajeet*^  second  visit,  Car  I 
deplored  his  misfortune  from  my  very  heart ;  wha^  however,  could  I  say  of  a  natoire  to  cheer 
tip  his  spirits,  when  tbe  sulidect  of  his  complaint  was  beyond  tbe  power  of  mortaf  to  rediem  ? 
The  aturdiest  buccaneer  that  ever  inhaled  the  hrcath  of  lilii,  tbe  moat  undaunted  bandit  that 
•vur  abed  his  feUow.man's  blood,  yea,  even,  tbe  stipended  leader  of  arnuas,  wboae  goda  are  hit 
khig  and  himael^  would  certainly,  in  my  poor  friend's  situation,  hanrafrU  their  eourage  sink 
within  them,  on  btbolding  th«.  di«ad  apparition  which  had  now  twiae  appaaifd  tadistwh 


2SV  '  THE  KOKAKCrsr  AND  NOVELISTS  LIBIAItT. 


'  Ridioilnp  MCv  €OflipttiiOB  cMOMncnd  ot  flw  to  do  cmyuiiii^  in  iii]f  po^P^f  to  noB  «bV'  * 
poor  rafTeref^  i^iritf,  and  bj  tlMi  aid  of  wido,  teodow  tidti,  and  dlrwioM  of  Tiriom  Mtrih/ 
I  ttnyve  to  dftet  tbii  porpoM,  bat  to  bring  them  to  thdrordiiMi^glnidard  wis  iflqiraetiid^^ 
Bowoter,  it  ii  eoniolator^  to  mo  to  kaov  that  I  periwmod  my  dvniji  iod  oar  taking  leat^  dt 
mjr  friend  on  board  the  rmelyjaat  at  Ae  was  getting  vnder  weigh,  I  iHoaglif  impressed  on'Ali^' 
mind  the  wisdom  of  confiding  in  Profldence,  to  giro  him  the  vldory  over  his  tormentor,  Ad^  * 
as  the  eoont  bad  advised,  reoomnwnded  him,  shoahl  this  evil  gsnios  of  his  again  appear,  to 
eall  trpon  it  in  the  name  of  his  eitator,  to  tell  what  butinen  it  had  to  disturb  him. 

I  hastened  back  to  Naples  with  the  speed  of  a  Mercury,  soon  as  I  had  seen  the  vessel^  with  - 
my  friend  on  board,  borne  scVersl  leagues  awaj  from  Salerno  with  a  ftnrouring  breeie ;  bot^ 
to  eonelndo  hb  tale^  it  venudns  only  to  be  told,  that  about  two  Weeks  from  the  time  of-  tbo'  * 
▼eisel^s  tailing,  I  rseeired  a  fetter  from  her  captain,  in  which  he  stated  that  my  friend  had-  - 
nnlbrtnnately  perished  in  the  sea,  wherein  he  had  been  precipitated  by  the  •host  o(P  their  sbii^  • 
main^sai],  which,  when  the  mil  was  flapping  in  the  ssa,  had  accidentally  caught  hold  of  him 
round  his  leg ;  when,  though  the  boat  was  lowered  down,  and  every  means  resorted  to  to 
save  him,  it  was  impossible  to  do  so,  he  never  having  risen  to  the  water's  surfiice  after  frdling 
overboard. 

The  captain,  in  his  letter,  further  stated,  that  a  will  had  been  found  among  the  gentleman^ 
papers,  whereby  be  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  property  to  a  lady  therein  mentioned  by  her 
maiden  name,  although  by  a  memorandum  appended  to  tha  tattament,  it  appeared  she  was  his 
wife,  as  also  the  fourth  spouse  he  had  taken  to  himself. 

This  enigma,  he  observed,  I  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  clear  up,  and  that  it  was  to  bo 
hoped  I  could  do  so,  more  particulariy  as  the  gentleman  had  named  me  his  sole  executor,  and 
left  me  a  legacy  of  two  hundred  pounds  conditionally  that  I  undertook  the  trust.  The  pro- 
perty the  unfortunate  gentleman  had  on  board  hu  vessel,  he  concluded  by  saying,  had  been 
aealed  up  after  an  inventory  had  been  taken  of  it ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  Toulon,  for  hu  letter, 
it  should  be  observed,  was  written  at  lea,  he  intended  to  deposit  the  will,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
perty of  the  drowned  gentleman,  with  a  cefebiated  banker  whom  be  named,  to  await  there 
cither  my  arrival,  or  until  I  transmitted  a  power  of  attorney,  enabling  some  person  to  act  in 
my  behalf. 

The  news  of  the  poor  bigamlst*s  untimely  ate  diffused  a  damp  on  the  spirits  of  his  old 
anociatcs;  but  Count  Anselma  and  myself^  though  we  deplored  his  loss,  had  frit  so  thoroughly 
ssiisfled  that  hb'  days  would  be  few  in  the  land  of  the  living ;  and  also  that  rinee  the  appa- 
rition's  visitation  life  itself  was  more  painful  than  pleasurable  to  him,  that  we  sbda  consbled  .' 
ourselves  at  his  death.     Angelina,  however,  that  jealous  and  mischievoos  JUU  de  dkambn,  hf 
,the  ungovernable  grief  she  showed  on  hearing  of  the  catastrophe  by  which  the  bigtmiat  eamo' 
to'  hb  death,  gave  us  cogent  reasons  for  bdievhig  her  to  have  been  the  authoress  of  ilfsanoflr^- 
mous  communications  which  have  already  been  alluded  to  at  having  been  eonteyM  to  Iho 
duke,  and  consequently  the  primary  cause  of  the  lamentable  deaths  of  Signora  Silva  and  my 
poor  friend.    But,  as  the  count  observed  to  me,  ill-requited  love  and  scornful  treatment  oflen  * 
drive  the  fomale  mind  to  a  state  of  firensy ;  while  suspicion  not  affording  Justifiable  cause  for 
conviction,  we  deemed  it  the  best  policy  to  let  the  maid^s  only  punishment  be  her  foellqg|i» 
and  provided  she  was  guUty  of  the  mischief  which  led  to  my  Mend*s  death,  heaven  knows  her 
affliction  would  be  amply  severe. 

In  concluding  this  melancholy  story,  which  b  true  in  every  particular,  and  could  bo 
vouched  for  by  many  of  my  acquaintances,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  explaining  what  are  my 
motives  for  never  having  mentioned  by  their  proper  names  either  the  bigamut,  the  methodiit 
parson,  or  several  other  persons  who  appear  in  these  memoirs.  The  pbin  fret  b*  they  are  alt 
real  characters,  and  I  have  felt  actuated  by  delicacy  towards  their  friends  and  relatives,  whbh 
has  made  me  forbear  giving  their  names,  and  yet  I  feel  confident-  that  doing  so  would  vastly 
increase  and  promote  the  circulation  of  my  memoirs ;  for  many  people  love  to  obtain  infor- 
mation which  enables  them  to  telk  of  thei^  neighbours,  and  this  they  might  then  do  of  many, 
owing  to  their  connexion  with  the  enterprising  gentlemen  of  whom  I  am  treating.  However^ 
even  modesty  should  be  confined  within  limits ;  therefore,  notwithstanding  that  I  keep  their 
mkmes  secret,  to  prove  to  the  world  that  two  at  least  of  my  heroes  are  not  imaginary  duracters, 
J^lmUmo  sa  # "  as  to  jiKBtion  that  the  bigamist  was  own  brother  to  a  certain  well*knowa 
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Uig^  bdaqgiog  to  oae  of  th«  cocponto  cMnptoie*  pi  tii»  fifty  of  l«ondoa;  and  that  tbo  ^ 
mUftodiat  paiaon,  who  had  baaii  a  pattifbgglng  lawyer  bcfinw  th4  ipint  iik>vo4  him  to  bocome  . 
a  mmiatT  of  tha  gcMpal»  was  thought  highly  of  as  a  praaehar  in  tha  naigliboorhood  of  th« 
British  matropoUt,  until  such  tima  as  his  profcoaUy  £at  tha  bottla,  and  his  notoriaty  as  a 
ganblar*  had  randered  it  impraeticabla  for  him  to  uphold  tha  evangelical  oharaotar  any  loiigar  ;. 
he  hoTiog  Tiolatod  decorum  so  greatly,  as  on  more  than  one  oecasioa  to  go  intozicatad  into 
his  pulpit,  and  been  proved  to  have  pledged  property  belonging  to  the  chapel  he  officiated  at» 
to  lailw  fresh  stakes  for  the  haaard-table  of  a  petty  gaming*bouse  near  9^t  James's  palace. 

Tha  bigamist  s  untimely  fate,  cut  off  aa  be  was*  too,  in  the  floweir  of  his  age,  gave  rise  to 
moah  serious  conversation  in  the  domestic  circle  of  which  I  bad  the  happiness  of  making  one  ;. 
and  Count  Anselma's  remarks  on  the  event  were  listened  to  by  every  person  with  greedy  ears« 
M  Human  life,"  be  would  say,  when  discoursing  on  the  subject,  **  resembles  a  lamp,  which  , 
may  be  extinguished  by  a  sudden  blast,  or  by  tbc  gradual  exhaustion  of  that  which  supports-  . 
it.    Sinee  therefore,  my  friends,  life  is  at  the  mercy  of  every  breexe— since  a  pestilential  blast,.  . 
or  any  one  of  thousands  of  other  things  which  might  be  enumerated,  can  instantly  extinguish  . 
it,  one  of  the  great  duties  of  man  is^o  diTest  himself  of  pride  and  study  humility — humility^ 
which  may  be  thus  defined  :-«We  are  truly  bumble  when  we  permit  others  to  discover  £iults- 
in  us  which  we  ourselves  are  not  willing  to  own,  and  when  wo  receive  their  rebukes  and 
eofieetions  with  patience,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  profit  by  them.     Self  love  conceals  from  our  , 
view  many  of  our  frailties;  and  while  we  indulge  this  passion  we  eannot  but.  be  surprised  that 
they  should  be  discovered  in  us  by  our  fellow-creatures ;  but  true  humility  will  make  ua- . 
diatniat  and  think  lowly  of  ourselves,  turn  to  God  for  his  grace  to  conquer  our  evil  disposi*  , 
tioos,  and  bear  with  patience  the  corrections  of  our  fiillow-creatores.*' 

The  language  of  good  sense  and  virtus^  flowing  as  it  did  from  the  lips  of  a  benevolent 
philoaopher,  carried  with  it  irresistible  conviction,  and  each  day  that  I  listened  to  Count 
Aaaelma's  discourse  left  me  a  better  man  than  it  had  found  me.  The  sweet  conYcrse  of 
Aatooia  also  wrought  a  blessed  change  in  my  mind ;  consequently,  how  could  my  improve- 
ment he  other  than  rapid,  when  the  siren  though  innocent  strains  of  the  daughter,  and  the 
wise  diseourse  of  her  parent,  were  two  powerful  causes  at  work  to  produce  the  same  effect. 
on  me? 

Impatience  has  been  defined  as  arisiiig  from  a  want  of  fortitude  to  suffer  pain ;  but  this- 
definition  must  be  an  erroneous  one,  lor  I,  who  now  lived  in  a  continued  round  of  pleasure,. 
yet  grew  impatient,  when  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  for  the  purpose,  and  still  my  much 
eoifelad  pedigree  arrived  not  from  England,  and  more  than  once  I  called  upon  my  friend  the 
genealogist  to  consult  him  on  the  subject  of  its  non.arrival.  He  was  a  humorous  fellow,  and. 
oa  these  occasions  would  say  to  me,-*-**  Sigoor  Winpenny,  for  so  I  must  call  you  a  little 
whila  longer,  time  is  necessary  for  producing  all  the  good  fruiu  of  the  earth,  and  if  the  poet  ia- 
to  bt  evedited,  those  of  heaven  likewiser— 

**  For  Tfaee,  wUek  kill«,  •«ff  mil  things  rleht  tad  even ; 
Time  it  BMU't  dread^TiBM  bctefi  tiM  Ui«i  efliesTeB.* " 


The  poet  sod  the  genealogist  both  told  true.  After  a  little  more  delay  my  pedigree  came, 
and  an  admirable  one  it  was.  The  English-pedigree  maker,  however,  to  enhance  the  price  of 
this  article  of  his  manufacturing,  arrogated  to  himself  a  wonderful  degree  of  credit  for  the 
masterly  manner  in  which  he  had  filled  up  the  genealogical  tree  with  Winpenny,  Drom  the  time 
of  one  David  Winpenny,  whom  he  made  it  appear  was  the  descendsnt  in  the  fourth  generation 
of  dkat  Moses  Deux  Sous  who  followed  the  fortunes  of  William  the  Norman,  who  conquered* 
Sagland,  and  was  the  individual  that  chsnged  the  family  name  from  Deux  Sous  to  SiWer- 
pcnny,  unto  that  of  the  present  representative  of  the  fiunily,— the  claimant  of  the  Deux  Sous. 
conntship. 

By  the  parish  registers  he  had  searched,  this  gentleman  said,  it  certainly  appeared  that  the 
Winpenny  family  were  of  some  antiquity;  though,  from  information  derived  from  other 
sources,  he  found  they  had  never  been  known,  even  by  tradition,  save  as  a  poor  famil]^  many 
of  tho  members  of  which  had  been  burdensome  on  their  parishes.  This  last  circumstance, 
however,  my  genealogist  remarked,  might  be  deemed  favourable  to  the  claimant  of  a  title» 
inasmuch  as  needy  persons  cannot  thwart  the  views  which  their  wealthier  t^ls^x'^^^  xda.^  ^^^ga.« 
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tafeUutwaj;  wlflt^  oo  the  Mobwy,  lieh  flad  ipovwM  itli*l«ft  mm 
cgeh  odurt  fiin  md  fiay  ^  fanpe^t  tlwb  pwgWM  «»  gffMdUar  alMve  tfattr  o>#%  dNM^ 
•iidiiiAmll:r>fa»««"T««y.  But  tidt  it  >  wih^ept  tMmi  pwHiji  6#  hiiiy  dJwMiW,  ^tig)i 
one  thing  I  mmt  liot  ftyrgvl  to  landoB,  m  it  tiodi  to  ihov  tb«  imI  firi«»of  f>fflfNi'  Mtf 
pnd»  flf  •uwiU^  "  iMBdft  tfait  Aadfmr  Wkjpcanjry  waj  iijilwf  fclhtt,  wis  ttill  fiWag ,  ytt  «i 
nqr  geoeafel^  trM  he  wM  aMurhtd  d0«B  M  ane  of  th«  depflfetcri  aeiahen  of  the  Wtaptn^ 
§maSly,  tnti  of  eounee  ecrtiieae  of  hie  dieetb  eod  hmiel  eceoai^aued  the  pedigree^ 

The  tnit^  of  6iit  Teloehle  iJeiuiuiml  eflbrded greet  pieeeoee to  my  ftiendb  eadi ae; 
eedl  prclhiiiDeiyBtniigetteBti  hed  pievioiislj  beftt  mede  ihr  eHMbUng  fl^ 
to  be  giten  ee  es  c^velent  tor  the  proud  hoooor  etfeehed  to  my  beieg  omde  e 
reedj  at  my  benkerX  I  had  Bttk  remaining  to  do  moee  thflof  agn  eheyjee  fer  the 
oertidii  heq»iei  in  ofllee  had  to  leeeire  Ibr  tbcfar  miiieie»  and  fer  Ibie  end  pefquiiitm  toi 
other  agents  in  the  business.  Very  little  delay  took  piaee  in  getting  my  title  mede  oni^'  hot 
pmeis^y  as  my  Neepolttaa  genealogist  had  prophesied,  my  Demm  Sons  eewitshlp  wee  dated 
only  limn  the  time  of  the  royel  grant  to  me,  wherees  hod  it  been  ante  dated,  in  iisniwinitj 
toihe  petition  that  wss  made  out  in  my  behaM^  grounded  cm  tlie  antiquity  ef  my  ftunSy- 
yedigree^  I  should  not  oidy  hsve  been  the  most  aneient  eowit  of  the  ktngdora  of  Nsfle%  hot 
hsire  poseemed  the  oldest  titles  by  half  a  dosen  centuxiss,  that  all  Burope  eeuM  boast  ct,  ae 
-edsth^  at  the  iiressnt  dey.  However,  all  things  considered,  I  vecily  beliere  that  riinnl 
Aheebna  and  the  Marquis  of  Meiahro  were  eoncet  in  telling  me  that  it  wis  best  as  i»«ut  | 
for  otherwise  the  jealensy  among  tho  nobility  would  have  been  unbeesable^  and  no  neubJe  or 
o«penm  would  hare  hem  spared  by  them  in  sifdng  into  my  pedigiue,  to  distofei  n  Alv 
which  might  invalidate  my  title ;  wherees  now  no  peer  would  care  m  solitary  sous  about  It. 

«  WeU,"*  mid  I  to  myoeir,  the  «rst  tiase  my  beeaM  wm  dedlaened  witb  tlw  etet  of  my 
•order,  and  ray  person  clothed  in  a  suitsUe  way  to  attend  et  n  royal  levie.  to  him  the  hmidoT 
my  eottsin,  the  monereh  who  bed  ennobled  me^    «weil,*  eidd  i,  "here  do  I  iteml,  thO' 
'Creature  of  powefu.4he  eoonterpert  of  a  craAy  lawyer,  who  bee  pioeured  himself  to  bo  eft* 
aoMed  as  a  lecompenee  for  the  eervice  he  hes  rendered  mankind  by  the  strsngth  ai  his  hngi^. 
his  uneonqoeraMe  insolenot,  sod  the  pfiability  of  hb  principles.    This»  however,  is  hemms^** 
added  I,  patting  my  star ;  **  this  is  one  of  the  baubles  by  means  of  which  the  great  blintdfioild. 
and  prey  upon  the  multitude?  but  I  forget  myself  I  am  a  count,  and  must  be  upon  sqr  good 
behaviour.     I  ought  to  take  a  leaf  from  the  book  of  worldly  wisdom— 4he  book  of  lilh  s|iswseil 
bishope  and  lawyer  kaavis,  who  mainly  aanst  in  upholding  the  aristocratic  fthris^  and  with 
saaetiied  ftces  gravely  pronounce  every  institutioa  and  law  excellent,  which  beings  ^iit  ha. 
the  great,  and  pimem  heavily  on  the  poor.* 

It  u  a  rule  et  courts  to  shower  down  honours  where  they  ere  not  wanted.  Tboealy  dlA* 
culty  a  man  has  is  to  pvocurs  one  lofty  title,  and  a  string  of  infcrior  case  ibllowa  aaa  rnatH^ 
of  course.  For  my  part,  after  I  had  been  well  received  at  court,  I  was  mdh  eatiy  afcad  • 
several  inferior  titles,  which  were  represented  to  me  as  aeoeasary  appendages  to  garnish  my 
grand  dish  of  honours ;  but,  contrary  to  general  custom,  I  ielt  satis  ftsd  with  the  poseession  of 
a  single  title,  and  thought  meanly  of  my  fellow  nobles,  who  coveted  knighthood,  ribbons^  pr 
servitude  to  royalty  in  any  shape ;  besides,  I  prized  my  money  above  subordinate  dittl^e* 
tion%  and  therefore,  though  in  delicate  terms,  declined  profiting  by  these  overtoxes,  thua 
balkiog  the  expectations  which  certain  courtiers  bad  formed  on  my  purse.  I  was  also  solU 
cited  to  accept  of  military  rank,  or  take  office  under  the  crown ;  but  I  rejected  the  temptadon 
with  a  smile  of  pity,  for  I  knew  better  than  to  relinquish  the  enjoyment  of  happiness  fbr  thU 
pursuit  of  power. 

My  title  of  count  being  thus  happily  attained,  Count  Anselma  felt  proud  of  acknowtsdgiaqg 
me  to  the  world  as  his  intended  son-in»law,  an  honour  which  hitherto  his  aristocratic  dignity 
had  forbid  of  his  doing  me ;  and  such  of  his  relatives  as  he  deemed  worthy  of  this  attenthm 
were  made  acquainted  with  his  intentions  regarding  me,  and  several  invited  to  the  wed<fiitg. 
Meantime  suitable  preparations  weze  made  fbr  this  ceremony,  and  the  lovely  Antoma  received 
ma  in  th#  character  of.  her  intended  husband,  while  with  candour  worthy  of  her  other  vutum^ 
she  avowed  the  pertiality  she  felt  fbr  me.  May  I  not  therefore,  as  her  pare  mind  inhabits  a 
pttit  body,  oonfilently  look  for  happiness  firom  my  alliance  with  the  miU^  amiable^  innocefll^ 
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'Tlie  mM«  eottBt**  gmtitude  to  ine,  like  tluit  of  fait  dhnighter,  wm  gmi  in  return  in  mj 
iMTiog  rendered  them  the  serriee  I  happily  cUd  in  extrieating  tbem  from  their  cepti? i^ 
MDOBg  the  banditti ;  Imt  neither  this  serrioei  nor  the  wealth  I  wat  master  oC,  would  ever  haTe 
giailed  the  eount*8  eonaent  to  my  union  with  his  daughter,  had  X  not  oontnved  to  impose 
mjtifit  upon  the  world  as  heing  the  representatiTe  of  a  f ery  ancient  fiunily  ;  ^  Count  An- 
•tlma,  as  has  been  already  stated,  though  in  other  respects  a  philoaophar»  was  an  aristoeffat  in 
the  strictest,  yet  probably  in  the  most  fiivourable  sense  of  the  word.  Bui  if  he  was  proud  cf 
the  noble  blood  that  flowed  in  his  Tei^  he  did  not  fbrget  that  nobility  of  mind  and  conduct 
smist  be  combined  to  command  the  esteem  and  respect  of  mankind ;  yet  waa  he  hliad  la 
the  truth,  that  to  confer  ai^  hereditary  privilege  u  to  do  an  injustiee  to  posterity,  aa  tiao 
that  it  if  improper  to  permit  degenerate  chUdren  to  enjoy  privileges  whieh  parents  reetiitd 
na  rewards  of  talent  or  virtue;  In  ilne^  he  was  tiie  eouhterpart  of  the  polished  eourtier  of  tie 
tin  regime,  whose  virtues  and  Ibibles,  not  vices,  are- alike  comlHned  in  his  penen. 

Integrity  stoops  not  to  flattery.  The  count,  who,  from  the  eommentemeot  of  our  ae^pMnit* 
«MC|  had  been  observant  of  my  habits  and  disposition,  now  tluit  I  was  on  tlw  eve  of  besomiig 
his  son-in-law,  gave  me  some  salutary  advice  for  the  guidance  of  my  conduct-;  when,  amoajg 
olber  things,  he  earnestly  cautioned  me  against  the  vice  of  gaming,  saying,  the  mete  eflfaetually 
to  tmpreai  upon  mb  his  abhorrence  of  this  destructive  halyit,  that  it  would  bo  wfii  if  tii»adiat 
^  Richard  the  Krst  of  England  was  enlDreed  everywhere^  by  whieh  persona  winning  or  lossnig 
MOie  than  twenty  shillings  within  twenty^four  homrs,  were  to  be  puUiel^aiad  nakedly  whipptd 
$m  three  successive  days.  Moreover,,  be  truly  observed;  that  as  wa  aw  none  of  ua  s|iiiiH| 
judicious  and  wise  at  idl  times,  which  is  remarkably  exemplified  in  the  eonduetof  «Ml»«f 
genius,  who  readily  become  dupes  to  the  low  and  ignorant,  his  advice  to  me  was  to  take 
council  in  everything,  and  endeavour  to  distinguish  the  best,  so  as  to  pursue  it. 

Count  Anselma's  discourse  gradually  made  an  altered  man  of  me.  It  instilled  into  me  t^ 
new  education,  teaching  me  fi^  different  customs  from  those  which  I  had  hitherto  followed  ; 
but  as  the  desperate  cards  of  life  had  been  played  by  mc,  and  I  had  gained  all  that  I  required^ 
little  credit  is  due  to  me  for  listening  to  the  goddess  of  prudence,  who  whispered  that  it 
was  wiser  to  seat  myself  peaceably  in  the  lap  of  affluence  than  re-engage  in  haaardoua 
adventures. 

My  affairs  were  now  all  happily  settled,  my  agent  at  St  Thomases  having  remitted  me  billa 
for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  eight  of  which  had  been  recovered  for  me  at  Porto  Rico,  and 
twelve  thousand  for  my  claims  at  Jamaica;  and,  thanks  to  the  kind  offices  of  Signer  Albini, 
my  baggage,  so  unceremoniously  seised  upon  and  detained  at  Parma,  was  now  once  more  safe 
ill  my  own  custody,  while  from  his  correspondence  I  have  reason  to  hope  I  shall,  ere  long»  be 
gratified  by  again  seeing  this  great  and  learned  gentleman. 

The  virtuous  sentiments  now  infused  into  my  mind,  could  not  fidl  of  making  it  a  matter  of 
great  satisfiiction  to  me  to  see  some  of  my  eld  fliends  and  associates  well  provided  for,  as  they 
sow  were.  My  secretary,  for  example,  has  fitted  out  a  ship,  and  become  a  merchant  at 
Kaples,  where,  with  such  capitalists  as  Count  Anselma  and  myself  for  his  backers,  he  needt 
only  to  continue  diligent  and  prudent  to  be  very  successfiil;  but  the  fair  orphan.  Lady 
Csroline  Bramble,  is  still  the  star  of  attraction  to  him,  and  judging  from  some  sly,  lover-liks 
oommunications  which  have  passed  between  them,  I  verily  believe  that  the  Honourable  Mrt 
0*ShufflewcJl  will  see  her  ward  the  wife  of  a  merchant,  although  she  d<»6igned  her  to  be  the 
ledj  of  a  peer.  My  friend  Baron  San  Lucas  has  been  taught  wisdom  by  the  tricks  the  jade 
fcrtune  has  played  him,  and  is  now  in  the  receipt  of  a  comfortable  life  annuity,  purchased  with 
lus  share  of  the  spoils  taken  from  the  banditti.  But  of  all  the  parties  of  whom  I  have  to 
nake  mention,  perhaps  the  fiite  of  my  fiur  Parma  flame  gives  me  the  greatest  satisfsction  i 
§ot  Rosa  Matilda,  I  rejoice  to  say,  is  restored  to  a  life  of  virtue  and  of  happiness.  She  is  now 
the  wife  of  a  wealthy  English  country  squire,  who,  being  on  his  travels  at  Rome,  was  intro* 
duoed  to  her  on  the  Corso,  fidl  desperately  in  love  with,  and  got  wed  to  her,  after  a  brief 
courtship.  As  to  Julia  Rul>erto,  I  would  gladly  have  taken  her  as  an  inmate  of  my  family ; 
but  home,  her  sweet  native  home,  pleaded  too  forcibly  with  her  to  admit  of  any  arguments  ef 
adne  altering  her  decision^  which  was  to  return  to  Venice,  and  accordingly  she  did  so,  after 
bmaorously  telling  me  that  the  lobbet'e  wealth  had  now  made  %\ad^  oil  \kKt\  -^^  \s«!c«^^bi» 
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sUnding  the  artful  gipsy's  profttdons,  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  old  Venetian  lorer  was  the 
loadstone  which  directed  this  movement  of  hen. 

The  eaie  of  my  poor  mother's  husband,  and  those  of  the  three  children  she  bore  to  hin 
after  my  birib,  I  took  into  consideration,  and  consequently  have  made  arrangements  by  wbk'h 
the  former  will  receive  a  stipendiary  allowance  of  money,  and  the  latter  be  placed  out  to 
learn  useful  employments^  when,  provided  they  are.industrioua,  they  might  pass  honestly  aud 
comfortably  through  life. 

To  oonelhde.  The  law  papeta  having  been  duly  prepared,  and  every  other  prelinunary 
measure  taken  necessary  to  our  marriage,  the  happy  day  lor  this  long  and  much-desiied 
4)er«Bon7  has  at  length  arrived,  and  tbia  blessed  morning  has  given  me  for,  a  bride  one  of  the 
loreUest  and  wealthiest  maidens  in  all  Italy.  Our  intention,  and  that  of  Count  Anselma,  is 
in  a  £iw  days  to  ambark  for  Toulon,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  be  possesses  a  very  tncieat 
castle  and  a  large  domain ;  and  at  Toulon  I  shall  execute,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  trust 
vepoaed  in  me  by  the  poor  bigamist.  Meanwhile,  during  my  a^Mence  from  this  country,  Count 
Ansslma's  man  of  business  will  do  what  is  ncoesMury  with  regard  to  my  property  at  Genoa 
4md  elsewhere. 

nanka  to  Frofideiice,  my  cup  of  bliss  is  unusually  well  filled;  and  though  the  burden  of 
tUea  18  heaped  upon  me  and  I  am  a  Benedict,  wedded  to  a  seeood  wife,  with  the  llour  8&u* 
ommtship  to  uph«»ld,  yet  snraly  none,  save  a  philoeopher  of  the  Bfartinian  school,  neolutely 
^imniaad  to  be  dissatisfied  with  «verythuig»  would  deny  that  J  hav*  |iow  a  moat  pTMnisiqg 
ptoipest  befi»re  ne  of  passing  through  life  in  felicity ;  and  that  I  may  dmerve  happiaass,  my 
mudf  4niU  be* «  Fontsnua  advisct  frooa  bis.af|pulGhrai  marblc^o  ktum  aifusj^-      -t. 
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WOMAN'S     REVENGE; 

OR,   THE  TRIBUNAL   OF   BLOOD. 


CHAPTEB    L 

In  the  heroic  age  of  the  Germanic  empiret  war  and  the  chace  were  the  lole  oeoapations  of  the 
Ught,  warlike  games  and  the  tournament  his  only  recreatioiM.  Reedy  and  prepared  was  he 
to  pnctise  and  support  magnanimity,  **  to  uphold  every  virtuous  aetton,  and  more  particularly 
tiwreto,  one  noble  was  commanded  to  welcome  and  receive  another,  kindly  and  without  hanrdt 
iiad  all  were  taught  to  know  each  other  as  good  men  and  friends  in  knightly  honour.*' 

The  twelfth  tournament  article  was  to  the  knight  as  the  ordinance  of  the  Divinity ;  obe- 
dlenoe  to  it  gained  him  reputation  on  earth,  honour  and  fame  promised  him  the  beatitude  of 
heaven.  State  laws  were  made,  through  which  **  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rioh  might  frequent 
the  nsts,**  and  the  caprices  of  fortune  were  not  tuflbred  to  lame  the  atreng  arm  of  tlie  least 
wealthy  by  tedious  delay. 

For  near  five  hundred  years,  princes  and  knights  gave  iilts  and  tournaments ;  one  of  the 
moat  celebrated  was  the  thirteenth  held  by  the  knights  of  the  Rhine,  at  Worms,  In  the  year  1209. 

Great  was  the  number  of  princes,  knights,  and  nobles  there  anembled ;  seven  days  were 
pttSied  in  racing,  running,  foot^tllting,  and  sword-fighting. 

Banquets  and  carousals  crowned  the  evening  of  each  brilliant  day.  The  tables  groaned 
beneath  the  weight  of  dishes ;  costly  viands  and  wines  delighted  and  satisfied  the  taste ;  the 
mass  of  gilded  plate,  the  ostentatious  cupboards  loaded  with  gold  and  silver  cans  and  beakers, 
delighted  the  eye ;  the  minstrels  and  musicians  charmed  the  ear ;  every  sense  was  gratified. 

The  dance  cheated  sleep  of  his  balmy  rights,  and  the  half-WEking,  Intoxioating  dose,  which 
threw  the  giddy  mortal  on  his  couch,  represented  -to  him  once  more  in  a  magic  mimir,  the 
picture  of  enjoyed  pleasures. 

These  days  of  luxury,  these  nights  of  inebriation,  however,  passed  away,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  the  princes,  nobles,  and  knights,  prepared  for  their  return :  the  father  wished  again  to 
be  with  his  wife  and  children,  the  lover  wHh  his  mistress :  government  mreB  recalled  others 
home  to  prepare  for  war  and  battle. 

For  two  days  had  the  lovely  Ida  stood  trembKng  on  the  mossy  pinnade  of  Felsenburg 
Anglaw,  to  meet  the  lord  of  her  heart,  the  valiant  knight  Hartmuth  count  of  Heldsnstein. 
Did  she  behold  in  the  rays  of  the  morning  sun  tiie  gleam  of  poHshed  armour,  aasv  she  a  plumed 
crest  waving  in  the  wind,  her  heart  beat  high  in  her  proud  bosom  t  for  she  supposed  it  was 
her  lover.' 

The  young  count  had  been  drawn  to  the  tournament  by  the  knight  0«ttlned  d  Anglaw, 
the  uncle  of  Ida.  He  vowed  when  he  took  his  leave,  that  before  twelve  daya  should  elapse,  he 
would  return  to  her  arms.  Fburteen  days  were4dready  past,  yet  he  oame  not ;  melanoboly 
forebodings  clouded  the  heart  of  Ida. 

Often  had  knights  gone  to  touraamento  in  health,  and  recunied  hoase  la  sicknesa ;  .often 
were  bruised  and  broken  limbs,  or  even  death,  the  result  of  their  contentions.  AU  thia  Ua 
already  thought,  all  this  goaded  on  her  apprehensions. 

Her  gloomy  fancy  already  beheld  the  servants  carry  her  Hartmuth  on  a-hier,  saw  his  death- 
pale  countenance,  his  closed  eyes,  his  stiff,  cold  limbs,  saw  all  that  a  diakahed  imaginatioii  ean 
discover,  that  inconsolable  aflGection  can  so  vividly  paipt,  nd  fsfkn^  ift  iadki.^aiafc.>aa^  ^tw^ 
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withered  on  her  cheek»  affliction  seared  ithe  smile  from  her  dimpled  mouth.    But  her  love 
deceived  her* 

Count  Hartmuth  remained  vrell  satisfied  at  Worms,  thought  seldom  of  Ida,  and  never  of 
his  promise.  From  day  to  day  he  procrastinated  his  journey,  and  for  ever  placed  nevr  impe- 
diments in  the  way  of  Gottfried's  wishes  to  return,  till  at  last  the  latter  pressed  him  to  left  the 
first  sun*beam  of  the  ooming  day  be  the  signal  of  their  departure. 

**  My  nieoe  will  lay  all  the  blame  upon  me,*'  said  Lord  Gottfried  to  the  count ;  "  the  lover 
ean  easily  throw  off  the  trifling  suspicion  that  may  lie  at  his  door ;  a  gentle  pressure  of  the 
hand,  a  coaxing  word,  and  he  will  be  acquitted,  and  moreover  obtain  indulgence  for  new  trans- 
gressions ;  but  the  uncle  will  be  the  sacrifice  to  the  fury  of  Ida's  sharp  tongue.  And  you  know, 
Hartmuth,  I  would  rather  offer  my  bosom  to  a  two-edged  sword,  than  my  patience  or  my  good 
fame  to  the  tongue  of  a  woman.     In  short,  at  sun-rise  we  mount  our  horses." 

Hartmuth.  My  dapple-grey  is  lame,  some  lance  splinters  still  remain  in  his  withers. 

Gottfried.  Your  page  rode  him  yesterday,  he  leaped  like  a  roc. 

ITartmuih,  And  Wolf,  my  faithful  dog,  also.  On  Friday  last,  as  we  rode  out  from  the  lifts, 
and  he  for  the  last  time  capered  so  joyfully  to  meet  me,  a  horse  kicked  him,  and  the  poor  beast 
still  lies  moaning  in  the  stable.     It  will  be  three  days'  journey  before  he  is  able  to  run. 

Qot^M,  And  will  you  remain  behind  at  the  pleasure  of  a  dog  ? 

Harimnik,  At  the  pleasure  of  a  friend  most  certainly  1  Without  Wolf  I  depart  no^  He 
aaved  my  life  when  I  was  attacked  by  Von  Rauwarfs  servants  in  the  murdering  mill ;  wUhout 
his  continual  barkii^  i  should  have  been  struck  to  eternal  sleep.  And  shall  I  now  lea?e  Um 
in  necessity  ?    Never  1    HoUoa,  Attich ! 

Attich,  Hartmuth's  page,  entered. 

Harlmuth.  How  is  Wolf? 

Aukh,  As  well  as  a  healthy,  jovial,  mortal  beast  can  be ;  he  eats,  capers  about,  harkai 

Gottfried.  Another  difficulty  removed ;  it  is  then  determined,  Hartmuth ;  in  the  mofninig 
with  the  first  light.    I  will  now  suounon  our  brothers  in  arms.    Farewell  till  we  meet  again. 

He  went  out. 

Hartmuih*  On  my  part  eternally !    You  fool,  you  must  also  blab  out  everything. 

Attidu  It  was  the  truths  your  honour,  that  I  must  say.  Shall  I  polish  your  worship's 
amour? 

HttTtmuOL  No,  booby,  to-morrow  I  depart  not 

AUu^  So  much  the  better;  I  would  willingly  stay  a  few  days  loogier  with  my 
Gertrude.  ' 

HartmUh,  Yoo  Iiave  also  here  a  mistress,  Attich  ? 

JUAek,  With  yonr  worship's  permission. 

Hartmuth,  And  do  yon  know  ? 

Atiich.  That  I  must  well,  noble  knight. 

HartMMtL  Indeed  1    And  do  you  think  to  remain  true  ? 

AtticL  With  God,  and  with  honour,  and  as  long  as  you  forbid  it  not 

Hartu  uh.  Attich,  do  you  well  remember  what  you  were  two  years  since  ? 

Aukiu  Too  well,  worshipful  lord  knight  I  was  .the  miserable  servant  of  a  priest,  had  work 
and  cudgelling  hi  profusion,  and  at  the  same  time  so  little  to  eat,  that  I  often  envied  the  right 
reverend  lord's  hounds,  and  then— but  what  further  passed  you  shall  never  hear  from  me  more. 
I  should  be  unworthy  if  I  ever  began  it 

Hartmuth,  And  then  ? 

Auick.  You  gave  the  abbot  a  oouple  of  beautiful  hounds  for  me,  which  he  longed  mach  to 
have,  and  I  became  your  bondsman.  But  yon,  dear,  worthy,  noble  knight  gave  roe  i^y 
liberty,  bat  still  I  remahi  yonr  bond-elave  in  my  heart  i  and  may  I  once  be  able  to  repay  with 
gratitude  the  fisvours  you  have  bestowed  on  me  f 

Hartmuth.  If  the  tUne  should  now  be  arrived*  Attidi,  would  you  prove  yourself  deserving 
of  my  benefits? 

Attidu  Then  should  I  again  experience  the  same  delight  as  I  did  formeriy,  when  I  became 
afireenmn.     Speek,  noble  knight  what  can  I  do  to  convince  you  that  a  good  heart  thrives 
apoorpageliflpeck? 
JKsrteMd,  Jd  Ifae  iiit  plafli,  Mcreqr* 
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AtHeli  Shan  I  ffte  ywi  my  hand  thereoo,  noble  knight?  Thai  is  my  oath^  aadl  will 
keep  it,  as  if  Cuken  before  the  atUur,  ia  the  presence  of  an  arehbishop. 

IFartMttth.  I  respect  the  oath.    Give  ne  yow  band. 

jittieh.  There,  sir  knight«     A  word,  a  word  I  a  nu»,  a  raanj 

Sartmuth,  And  now  hear,  what  I  should  hare  taken  with  OMto  theipravei  oould  I  bnthave 
qnieted  the  agonizing  beat  of  my  heart,  without  mcdioine  t  I  am  in  love. 

Atiieh.  Yes,  with  the  lady  Ida. 

Jffartmuth.  No,  with  a  maiden  that  I  know  not.  On  the  first  day  of  the  tournament^  at  I 
was  riding  into  the  lists,  a  great  uproar  arose  behind  me.  A  dtizco,  who  had  perhaps  ventured 
too  near,  Was  driven  back  by  the  guard  with  blows.  He  put  himself  on  his  defence;  this-tbe 
more  enraged  the  guard,  and  he  beat  him  most  unmeretfoHy.  Suddenly  a  maiden  pressed 
through  the  crowd,  and  thrrw  herself  at  my  feet  :^**  Merey  for  my  father,  noble  knight, 
cried  she  with  a  voice 

Aukh.  Yes,  I  heard  it,  I  was  hastening  after  yon.  The  nightingale'^  notes  are  not  half  so 
sweet  OS  were  then  the  words  of  that  maiden.  You  instantly  commanded  the  guard  to  let  go 
the  man.    That  I  know. 

Harlmuih,  And  did  you  hear  her  thanks  ? 

AtHch,  Yes,  she  spoke  much;  yet  those  I  did  not  rightly  comprehend ;  but  what  her  eyes 
said,  that  I  well  understood.  Heavens !  noble  knight,  such  eyes  I  never  before  saw  I  They 
sparkled  like  the  resplendent  star  we  have  seen  shining  over  Hohenaw,  when  we  have  passed 
die  night  abroad.  She  embraced  your  knees :  it  was  then  really  all  green,  yeUow,  and  blne^. 
Ijefore  my  eyes :  *'  If  she  should  tear  her  lovely  arms  against  the  sfaarp^^xifnted  anwur*"  L 
thought,  and  had  very  near  called  out  to  her. 

Hartmuth,  Mothinks,  you  praise  the  maiden  with  great  warmth 

AtifcK  Ah  !  worshipful  knight,  you  must  be  greatly  in  love  with  her,  it  is  certain,  that  your 
Jealousy  should  already  misinterpret  my  praises.  Be  at  peace,  dear  master ;  as  long  as  Ger- 
trode  lives,  I  will  remain  true  to  her,  and  as  long  as  I  exist  will  I  remain  foithful  to  yon.  Now 
proceed,  noble  knight,  if  you  please. 

Herf.  She  touched  my  scarf,  it  Is  now  sacred  to  roe. 

^fficft.  Again,  another  proof;  I  have  myself  well  experienced  how  dear  that  ww  to  ne 
which  had  been  touched  by  the  maiden  I  loved.  A  gold  embroidered  surtout  has  not  been 
so  prized  ns  the  riband  that  before  circled  my  beloved's  waist.  It  is  strange  that  both  kn%lit 
and  servant  should  be  in  the  same  way.  Love  and  death  make  os  all  equal.  Yei^  yes,  yo« 
are  very  deeply  in  love  with  her. 

Hartmuth,  So  deeply,  Attich,  that  before  I  quit  Worms  she  shall  be  mine. 

AtOck,  But  she  is  not  a  lady  of  birth,  noble  knight,  therefore  you  most  not  marry  her. 

Sartmvth.  Who  can  prevent  me  ? 

Attkh.  But  your  children——  « 

Hartmuth.  Will  be  the  children  of  a  good  husband,  and  the  best  of  wives. 

Attit^  But  it  is  expressed  in  the  code  of  chivalry,  that  no  noble  that  weds  a  cKlsen  shall 
be  allowed  to  enter  the  lists.  ' 

Hartmuth.  Then  will  I  hold  a  tournament  at  my  castle  with  my  vassals  and  servants,  and 
they  that  sneer  will  I  answer  with  my  sword. 

Attieh.  Very  true :  but  before  we  come  to  that,  I  must  find  out  who  she  Is,  how  die  is 
called,  and  where  she  lives. 

Hartmuth.  Right,  good  Attich ;  yet  before  you  do  so,  pack  up  my  travelling  thhgs,  and 
saddle  my  horse ;  we  will  sleep  at  another  fam ;  but  be  careful  that  my  seivants  trace  me  not 
Make  haste,  and  be  secret. 

Attkh,  As  secret,  noble  knight,  as  a  woman  that  knows  nothing.— Bnt^  noble  lord,  the  lady 
Ida? 

Hartmuth,  Not  a  word  of  her,  Attldu 

Attkh,  Yet  1  must  say  a  great  many  f—  Become  not  unworthy,  noUe  lord.  Ybi  have 
confided  to  me  what  laid  at  your  heart,  and  had  I  not  already  been  attached  to  yoa  witii  body 
and  soul,  that  would  have  made  me  yoor  firiend ;  for  the  man  that  I  tmst  with  ny  secrets  must 
be  my  fHcnd.  Then  I,  for  one,  say,  noble  knight,  the  lady  Ida  shenld  be  yeur  liML<MtaMi«^ 
wife :  what  would  she  now  think  if  the  knew  yoa  descried  b«r  Iw  %  tkteM?%*^^«liDflU0i\ 
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Xn^imth.  fiUtMCbAttkkl 

Aukh.  By  my  poor  foiil»  sir  kaight*  I  umaoL  I  amH  sptak  out  «h«l  1  bare  «t  oijtal^. 
•otherwise  I  could  neither  enjoy  again  mmk  drink,  mof  sleep.  JPnw^iie.  you  nuffc  havo  -tte 
4ioble  kdy,  and  sir  knight,  promist  «id  hftkl    ■  ■■ 

MtHmtOk  In  tha  dttty  of  knightheod    ■  ■ 

AttidL  Is  good  in  young  and  old*  T^  Indy  Ida  is  QBrtainly  proud  and  coiutJiy»  and  h«i  tt 
/high  notions  of  her  dignity  as  the  abbot,  my  late  master. 

MisHmmiL  And  from  the  eyas  of  the  bai^her'a  dai:^hUr  philanthropy  beans  so  brightff* 

AMi&lL  Itam,  ite  ia  satirical*  and  drives  all  from  her  wha  addrasa  her.  vith  her  potgnant 

jyairsiart.  Meekaaet  itself  is  aiy  delight. 

JtML  She  aarer  gi?es  abns^is  patsipnatcy  viadiotive.  and  waidd  aften  he  a  little  devil  la 
yoiL 

Mmiwwik,  Aad  Khaiafora  should  1  not  change  her  ior  an  angel ! 

Jtfioft.  But  still  yaa  must  keep  your  word,  so  thinks  Attich»  aad  now  he  has  saidall  ha  had 
to  say. 

Hartmuih,  And  clearly  proved  to  me  that  be  is  unworthy  of  my  confidence.  Go,  and  dis* 
eof¥er  to  the  Aoghiwer  what  I  have  ooafidcd  to  you ;  make  me  the  derision,  the  sacrifice  to  hia 
lianghty  aieca.    Go...    ■ 

jIlNcft.  Ia  Ihe  stable  will  I  go,  saddle  your  horse,  and  pack  up  your  travelling  clotfaMi  ia 
half  SB  hour  you  may  be  ready  to  mount.  The  Gouwn  Caoss-aow  is  the  inn  that  Use  tbt 
tnoitavl  of  tha  way,  il^re  shall  we  be  the  most  secure. 

Attich  departed. 


CHAPTER    n. 

^  Thi  boy  is  right,*'  said  Hartmuth,  throwing  himself  on  a  scat.  '*  I  must  keep  my  word,  and 
fulfil  the  wuhes  of  a  proud  knight,  who  would  have  hia  niece  a  countess  ;  must,  to  call  a  few 
more  oastlei,  a  few  more  hillocks  of  land  mine,  sell  myself  to  a  wife  that  I  love  not.  Prisona 
wdU  my  aastlea  beoome,  where  my  wife  will  put  me  on  the  rack ;  I  shall  hate  my  children,  iSoir 
Ida  witt  bear  them  to  me.  Moreover,  her  jealousy  will  place  spies  over  me,  that  will  imbitter 
«very  pleasure ;  every  drop  of  wine  that  1  drink  will  become  poison.  Tbea  will  the  wishes  of 
my  heart,  the  prized  happiness  of  my  life,  be  sacrificed,  and  death  alone  release  me  fiom  the 
yoke  that  goads  on  a  naked  wound.  In  the  arms  of  the  lovely  plebeian,  heaven  stands  open 
to  me,  and  should  I  blindly  run  into  this  hell,  that  Anglaw  would  become  to  n^  ?  Have  I 
promised  Ida  to  take  her  to  wife  ?  Was  it  not  Gottfried  that  persuaded  mc  thereto^  that 
placed  my  hand  in  hers,  as  I  stood  mute  before  her.  Then  let  him  appease  her.  My  reso- 
lution is  fixed.     Either  the  buighcr's  daughter  shall  be  mine  or  I  am  the  lost  of  my  rac».*' 

And  yet  Hartmuth's  determination  was  not  fixed.  For  as  an  only  son,  as  tfiue  last  prop 
of  the  race  of  Heldenstein,  was  he  brought  up  by  his  mother ;  she  even  took  pains  to  iaatil  ^ 
into  him  as  a  principle,  that  he  might  nourish  and  exercise  every  Dossion,  for  be  coqid  satisfy 
them  all. 

But  his  father  taught  him  that  vice  was  doubly  deserving  of  detestation  in  a  man  of  aoble 
descent,  and  doubly  amiable  was  it  in  him  to  be  virtuous ;  that  the  recollection  of  having  ovar» 
comaa.fa8sioik  that  could  have  been  satisfied,  produced  more  delight,  and  peace  of  mmd  than 
its  acGompUshmaut. 

On  his  death-bed  he  gave  still  some  instructions,  that  his  son  shonld  follow  as  he  himsalf 
had  followed  them ;  aad  every  time  Hartmuth  reflected  thereon  he  remembered  also  the 
cerene  joyful  look  of  his  fether  on  his  death-bed,  which  to  the  son  proved  to  conviction  tha(  the 
recollection  alone  of  having  fulfilled  a  duty  could  sweeten  the  bitterness  of  death.  These 
paternal  instnictions  and  his  own  good  heart  tiartmuth  had  to  thank,  that  he  was  as  yet  unde. 
termined* 

It  is  true,  the  enamoured  youth  resolved,  but  not  the  knight,  to  break  his  word  given  to  a 
vmman,  even  if  he  hod  only  given  it  silently  i  this  was  the  insurmountable  rock,  which  he 
•flpiild  afi%  fault  over ;  then  also  arpaa  the  idea,  although  he  was  not  wllliof  to  .confets  It,  tluit 


lib  children  would  be  forbidden  the  lists,  and  that  he  shoold  debase  his  progeny  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  Thus  he  wandered  between  determination  and  the  contrary,  like  a  pilgrim  unac- 
qnainted  with  a  cross  road. 

Attich  returned.  <  i 

*'  The  hors3  is  saddled,*'  said  he ;  **  your  travelling  dothet  are  packed  up,  the  landlord  ii|Nii^ 
your  servants  are  all  safely  iioused  atthe  Green  Huoier  and  Chalise.  Yoa  can  aoir  onmjonr 
saddle** 

Hartmuth  stood  undetermined,  and  answered  not. 

AtUck.  Or  shall  we  depart  to-morrow  nomiog  lor  Anglaw  ? 

Bartmuth  was  still  aDent 

Auich.  Shall  I  unsaddle  yovr  steed? 

**  No,**  cried  Hartmuth,  '^  we  will  go  te  another  inn.  If  I  gain  only  time  and  rett  for  «► 
flection,  for  consideration,  still  I  shall  have  afttaiaed  much.'* 

He  departed ;  Attich  followed,  matteriqg  to  himseli;  **  My  wocda  bavemade  af«9d4i 

t;  in  future  I  win  speak  out  plainly.** 


CHAPTER     III. 

A*  the  inn,  called  the  Golden  Cross  aow,  Ooant  HaiiaMsth  gsvit  himself  out  as  a  kalghtt  eren 
jut  arrived  ;  and  who,  on  aeeouot  of  itid«po«ti«B«  intended  to  remain  some  days  io  Wonim.' 
He  ordered  a  retired  and  private  ohanber  to  be  proparMl  far  him,  and  a  pilgi<n%  rdbe  to  bfr 
made  for  Attich  ;  thus  dressed,  he  sent  him  out  the  next  morning  to  discover  the  'dwfMfg  of 
Ua  beloved  plebeian  maid. 

As  Lord  Gottfried  had  chided  theoonnt  Inr  deiayiag  his  de^tnrei,  be  wondered  not  a  Ifttte- 
at  his  aheeooe ;  yet  he  supposed  he  had  rede  en  to  Anglaw,  atnd  gave  immediate  orders  f^r  hit 
BMob,  in  hopes  te  overteke  him. 

Attioh's  endeavours  to  find  eut  the  lovely  ibargber*s  daugbler  were  at  first  witboat  snbcess. 
The  whole  day  he  wandered  about  Worms,  and  only  at  breakfast,  on  file  foHowiog  monAigf 
wma  he  allowed  to  relate  his  ad ven Mines  to  hb  master. 

On  the  first  mid-day  Hartmouth  appeared  to  hP4ir  the  account  without  any  great  db- 
pleaauie ;  merely  a  cold  *'  Se  r*  he  repUed  to  Atlieh's  reiatien  ef  bb  uneeaslag  endenvonni  to 
attain  his  purpose. 

In  the  evening  his  answer  was-—"  Bad,  very  bad  I** 

The  next  day  he  doubted  whether  Attich  had  so  busily  troubled  himself  as  he  pretended, 
and  even  suspected  that  he  had  trifled  away  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  with  his  GeKrudc, 
instead  of  concerning  himself  about  the  affViirs  of  his  master ;  and  as  he^  She  same  evening, 
brought  a  like  account,  the  count  resolved  to  begin  the  search  himself  on  the  following  momhig. 

All  thoughts  ef  Ida  were  nearly  efiaoed  from  his  soul,  or,  if  he  reflected  on  her  It  was 
greatly  to  her  disadvantage,  or  he  oom^mred  her  with  his  lovni)'  maid,  whom  his  amorous 
fancy  painted  as  a  spotless  mirror  of  virtue.  In  this  mood,  be  imagined  plans  how  he  should 
find  out  his  incognita,  discover  to  her  his  affection,  and  at  ida  castle  to  lead  with  her^a  pas- 
toral and  loving  life. 

The  reflection  on  the  rights  of  his  children  to  be  admitted  to  ibe  tournament  he  deferred 
ttn  be  was  blest  with  them.  Though  to  excuse  the  breaking  his  word  with  Ida,  he  refleeted- 
that  it  was  not  himself,  but  Gottfried,  that  had  given  it  to  her;  and  if  his  father's  instroetions 
irose  in  bis  mind,  he  endeavoured  to  persuade  himself  that  ids  lather  in  this  ease  would  have 
acted  just  as  he  should  do.  To  which  was  added,  the  pride  nf  not  abandoning  an  adventure 
ooee  begun ;  and,  by  degrees,  the  love  for  his  incognita  beoime  the  despotic  ruler  of  bis  heart 
and  thoughts. 

Attich  durst  not  now  utter  a  word ;  liis  mastei's  Iramoors  grew  so  stp^ange  that  iie  was 
driven  out  of  the  chamber  if  lie  onoe  attempted  to  remind  Mm  stf  fceepfaig  Ins  pinnilBe: 

Everything  went  wrong  with  the  knight  ;the  fVlneno  longer  pieaaed  bis  palato  (  he  «ever 
oooe  inquired  after  his  fovourito  dapple  gray*  Wolf  was  driven  baek  wHb  bln«««^en  be 
fmimil  upon  his  master ;  and  poor  Attiob  fvns  oondemnedio  beir  tbocepriMb  tH  tegimHgJe 
iv  Mng  ootbmg  for  the  lord  wlto  liad  done  so  mnoh  lor  bfan. 

Sleeplefs  passed  the  nights,  in  threats  and  cnriertbb4i9L    ■ 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

On  Um  third  morning  Attich  returned  to  the  inn  tooner  than  uraal ;  he  foiDBd  his  master  still 
Jnbed. 

«  Now,  noble  linight,'*  begin  Attich,  <<t»^  I  hasv  had  some  hidi;  I  have  gained— -^ 

**  What?"  demanded  Hartmuth,  springing  hastily  up. 

Aukh.  This  twopenny  piece. 

HarifmUh,  How  does  that  concern  me?  I  sent  yon  not  out  to  bcgahns,  but  to  bring  file 
hack  the  happiness  of  my  iife.    Keep  your  present  to  yourself,  ongratelhl  boy. 

Att.  Softly,  noble  knight !  Do.  yon  know  from  whose  hand  I  received  tUs  twopeimj 
piece  ?  It  was  even  a  small  lovely  hand,  smooth  and  soft  as  the  neck  of  a  dove,  and  as  whits 
as  a  Ifly ;  and  a  voice  sounded  from  beneath  the  veil,  that  concealed  the  face  of  my  i>eiM« 
ftctress,  that  I  could  have  sworn  it  was  the  citizen's  daughter,  with  the  nightingale'^  voice. 

**  What  r  cried  Hartmuth,  throwing  his  arms  around,  hugging  and  kissing  his  page— ^  you 
have  found  her?    Where  does  she  live  ?    What  is  her  name  ?    Who  is  she  ?" 

An.  Hand  and  voice  I  found ;  the  face  I  could  not  see ;  the  veil  concealed  it. 

Sort.  The  cursed  veil  I 
■  JU.  So  also  thought  L    But  I  must  tell  you  all  in  order.    As  I  was  passing  by  ttm 
oathedral  i  beheld  In  the  burial  ground  a  female  (brm  in  earnest  conversation  with  a  nonk. 
I  thought  that  I  had  once  bdbre  heard  such  a  voice ;  I  immediately  approadied  them- 

Hart,  Now? 

JtL  And  said,  lovely  wife,  an  alms  for  a  poor  pilgrim.  At  this  the  monk  laughed  and 
said,  "  He  makes  you  a  wife  before  you  have  a  husband."  Good,  thought  I,  the  monk  tttut 
well  know  her  connexions,  and  she  is  certainly  unmarried.  I  have  already  two  articles  of  news 
for  my  knight— But,  your  worship,  what  is  the  matter  with  you  ?  Wherefore  do  you  throw 
offyour  doublet,  and  tie  your  lone  handsome  hair  in  a  knot  ?  Wherefore  do  you  tear  the 
feather  from  your  cap? 

Hart  I  must  instantly  go  there,  Attich,  and  see  if  it  is  she ;  make  haste  on  with  your 
page*8Goat. 

AiL  Immediately !    Now  have  you  certainly  not  heard  what  I  have  been  relating  to  you. 

Hart.  Why  have  I  not  ?    I  know  all     She  also  looked  kindly  at  you. 

AtL  Yes,  you  have  most  attentively  listened !    Could  I  possibly  see  through  the  thick- 
woven  veil  ? 

Part.  Sure.     Where  is  the  brown  juice  that  the  hermit  gave  me  ? 

AtL  Wherefore  is  it  necessary  to  discolour  your  feoe  ?— she  has  never  yet  seen  it. 

HarL  True,  again ;  proceed  in  your  story. 

AtL  She  drew  her  purse  from  her  pocket,  and  gave  me  this  twopenny  piece. 

HarL  Give  it  to  me ;  I  will  give  you  a  couple  of  florins  for  it. 

Att,  It  is  yours—**  Good  pilgrim  V  said  she ;  "  accept  this  trifle,  and  if  it  gladdens  you, 
drink  a  cup  of  wine  to  the  health  of  the  giver.**— She  departed  with  the  monk. 

HarL  Away,  Attich ;  we  will  after  her. 

AtL  Undoubtedly.  1  followed  her  at  a  distance,  and  saw  her  enter  the  house  of  an  acr 
mourer, 

**  An  armourer  ?**  cried  Hartmuth.— >**  Excellent ! 

He  ran  instantly  into  the  next  room,  took  down  an  armlet,  and  trod  upon  it  till  it  broke. 

**  He  shall  repair  this  brasset  for  me,"  said  he.     **  Come,  dearest,  best  Attich  f 

AtL  But,  Sir  Knight,  look  a  little  In  the  glass.  You  would  personate  the  page  of  a  knight, 
would  you  not  ? 

Jforf  •  That  I  wonid,  and  what  have  you  to  say  against  my  disguise  ? 

AtL  Only  that  yon  are  the  first  page  that  ever  wore  a  gold  chain  round  the  neck. 

Hart.  Anything  more  ?  and  he  threw  off  the  chain, 

AtL  Pointed  shoea  we  also  do  not  wear,  your  worship ;  I  would  take  them  off,  were  I  you. 

HarL  W^  lei  it  bo  so— Now  I  coose  I  He  drew  away  the  page  with  him,  who  thoq^ 
to  hfanseU;— **  This  will  be  pretty  sport ;  if  yott  betray  not  yourself  before  you  have  spoke*  a 
jWBwC  tteff  trill  /jMfor  kJn  «  naid 


WOMAirS  RKVENGE. 


CHAPTBR    V. 

Vbit  Goldinqer,  the  armourer,  whom  Hartmuth  was  going  to  honour  with  a  vi^t,  on  aoooimt 
of  his  lovely  daughter,  was  a  rery  extraordinary  man. 

His  way  of  thinking,  which  is  generally  the  effect  of  education,  accidentally  very  good,  with- 
out having  had  much  pains  bestowed  thereon.  Moreover,  the  education  of  bis  time  consisted, 
not  as  now,  in  breaking  the  heads  of  the  ignorant  with  leamfaig. 

The  youth  of  the  noblest  race  was  taught  no  more  than  to  repeat  his  Credo,  his  Pater- 
noster, and  Aye  Maria,  without  understanding  them ;  to  ride  well,  and  to  be  perfect  in  the  ex- 
cnise  of  the  sword  and  lance ;  to  support  the  beauty  of  women,  and  to  empty  a  double  cbaUoe 
at  a  draught. 

Was  he  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  twelfth  article  in  the  code  of  chivalry  ?  The  founda* 
tion  was  for  ever  laid  on  which  the  firm  building  of  German  courage  and  unshaken  virtue  coiild 
be  securely  raised. 

The  German  citizen  required  still  less:  he  knew,  from  the  ten  commandments, that  theft, 
murder,  false  swearing,  and  oath-breaking,  were  sins ;  that  to  give  alms  to  the  monks,  and  to 
assist  man  when  in  danger,  was  his  duty,  even  often  his  virtue ;  and  above  all,  to  blindly  follow 
hfs  confessor  ;  then  he  found  a  safe  road  to  the  gates  of  heaven,  however  darkly  ignorant  might 
be  his  understanding. 

The  monk  required  even  much  less ;  bad  a  quick  memory  to  learn  by  rote  Latin  prayers 
and  psalms,  a  good  voice  to  sing  them,  a  knack  of  reading  miserably  and  writing  worse,  and 
docility  enough  to  obey  his  superiors  as  a  child  ;  then  had  the  Holy  Ghost  with  his  own  hand 
anointed  him  for  a  monk. 

It  was  by  mere  accident  then  that  Veit  conceived  an  afTcction  for  the  virtue  with  which  he 
was  acquainted,  and  through  which  he  acquired  the  friendship  and  love  of  all  his  acquaintance* 

It  is  true  every  one  added  a  proviso,  that  notwithstanding  Veit  was  so  good  a  man,  they 
would  rather  live  at  enmity  with  the  devil  himself,  than  have  to  do  with  Veit ;  but  this  was  the 
case  even  with  every  one  who  raised  his  anger,  and  what  man  is  there  without  hasty  passions  ? 

The  pride  of  knights  and  nobles,  their  contempt  for  every  citizen,  the  high  prerogative  that 
formerly  belonged  to  them,  the  erroneous  opinions  of  many,  who  glimmered  paler  than  the 
gold  in  their  coats  of  arms  when  they  had  any  intercourse  with  the  plebeian  pack,  had  made 
him  their  bitterest  enemv. 

m 

*'  What  are  ihey  more  ?**  he  would  say  to  Paul  Diestel,  the  shoemaker,  poet  and  master 
singer.  *'  The  heavenly  Father  made  them  on  a  working  day  as  well  as  us ;  from  clay  he  made  all 
the  children  of  men,  he  put  not  the  best  hearts  under  their  ribs,  nor  gave  to  their  brainpans 
more  understanding.  In  the  garden  of  Paradise  no  night  broke  a  lance  with  the  devil,  nor 
fought  with  the  angel  that  guarded  the  door 

When  Adam  boed  and  Ev*  spaa. 
Who  wu  then  the  gentleman t 

**Why  should  they  call  themselves  so  and  so  by  the  grace  of  God,  whereas  to  not  one  of 
them  has  the  Lord  God  spoken  ?  You  must  allow  me,  that  riding,  jesting,  and  fencing  are 
of  no  great  account ;  that  foot  and  fist  stand  us  in  as  much  service.  And  to  walk  as  if  they 
would  brush  the  heavens  with  their  helmet  plumes,  and  step  over  the  globe  with  the  feet,  and 
to  turn  and  wind  the  body  as  if  the  street  was  too  narrow  for  them,  why,  that  we  can  do  as 
well  as  they.  Therefore,  neighbour  Diestel,  I  say,  that  plebeian  honour  consists  in  industry  and 
honesty,  in  a  man's  living  peaceably  and  in  friendship  with  his  neighbours,  educatmg  his  children 
in  fear  and  reverence  ;  and  knightly  honour  consists  in  gormandizing,  guzzling,  and  plunder- 
ing—in riding,  fencing,  and  strutting.  Which  is  the  best  man,  neighbour,  the  earner  or  the 
consumer?     The  citizen  earns,  the  nobleman  consumes." 

"  But  a  dependant  like  mo,"  humble  neighbour  Diestel  would  interrupt. 

VeU.  I  know  what  yon  would  say,  neighbour,  that  he  has  become  a  dependant  who 
'Violently  thrust  his  elbow  to  press  through  and  approach  the  prince,  whom  all  the  nobles  taluted 
that  surrounded  him,  and  whom  the  most  gracious  emperor  FUi\\^  ^iDfi^  caA»^^\irs  ^ms  'v^^'^^*^ 
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«ittter,  and  ordered  htm  to  make  for  him  a  pair  of  shoes  and  a  dozen  of  rhimes ;  which  he 
lias  10  often  related  to  me,  that  I  must  have  been  a  blockhead  to  have  forgotten  it.  But  I 
say,  that  was  much  for  him,  but  nothing  for  me ;  and  let  him  willingly  play  the  sluggard,  I  will 
willingly  work  ;  he  chews  dainties,  I  eat  pUiB  CTdbUUT  five ;  he  willingly  stoops,  I  not.  To 
4epend  on  a  great  lord  in  the  hoar  of  necessity  is  evea  as  unwise  as  to  hold  by  a  willow  twig 
when  a  wild  horse  runs  away^  with  you ;  both  are  equally  smooth  and  ductile,  there  is  no 
support  in  either. 

MoMUr  Paul,  Not  so,  neighbour ;  to  me  a  great  lord  is  as  a  wall  of  rock,  before  which  the 
wild  horse  must  stop,  for  he  can  go  no  farther. 

VeU.  Yes,  and  against  which  you  and  your  horse  may  get  a  bloody  mouth  and  nose»  and 
even  your  sculls  battered. 

Thus  thought  Veit  of  the  assistance  of  the  great,  and  be  always  endeavoured  to  an  act  as 
(o  require  it  not. 

The  rule*  for  his  life  were  certain  sentenceai  that  be  inherited  from  bis  grandfather  and 
aiecurately  followed :  when  he  conscientiously  followed  the  commands  of  his  magistrate  and 
confessor,  but  at  home  he  made  his  remarks  thereon.  "  For,**  said  he,  *'  obey  I  must,  or 
wherefore  am  I  a  subject  ?  But  having  obeyed^  so.must  I  reflect  thereon,  or  wherefore  have  I 
$t  human  understanding  T* 

His  children  and  domestics  be  kept  industriously  to  projers  and  psahns,  for  they  brought* 
thought  he,  a  blessing  on  the  house.  He  believed  in  spirits,  had  great  faith  in  forcwamings 
and  omens,  and  sat  with  pleasure  during  the  twilight  of  the  evening,  in  a  curcle  of  his  children, 
neighbours,  and  servants,  to  hear  from  them  tales  and  ghostly  stories,  and  to  relate  them  himselH 

When  the  evening  closed  in,  and  he  had  taken  his  repast,  and  sung  a  vesper  hymn  with  his 
household,  he  went  to  the  hostelry,  and  there  generally  dipped  so  deep  in  religious  and  politi- 
cal controversy,  that  he  seldom  took  note  of  how  many  cans  of  beer  he  swallowed,  and  gene- 
rally returned  home  drunk.  Then  had  his  neighbour  Paul,  who  always  accompanied  him, 
the  strictest  command  to  carry  him  immediately  to  bed,  that  he  might  not  give  scandal  to  his 
children  and  servants,  and  lose  the  respect  of  his  household. 

He  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Erdman,  the  son,  was  a  monk,  of  whom  the 
fiither  was  not  a  little  proud,  for  he  could  read  and  write.  Elsemuth,  the  daughter,  was  a 
lovely,  good,  and  modest  maiden.  Many  knights  beheld  her  with  desire  ;  and  when  she  went 
to  mass,  followed  her,  and  heard  not  the  pnest,  they  were  so  completely  occupied  in  watching 
the  expressions  of  her  lovely  countenance. 

Her  mind  was  {;entle,  but  somewhat  weak.  That  she  was  beautiful  she  appeared  not  to 
know,  but  she  prided  herself  that  she  could  both  write  and  read.  These  she  had  learnt 
from  her  brother,  who  bad  given  her  a  written  Bible,  which  she,  with  some  historical  book^ 
had  industriously  read  to  the  old  man. 

These  accomplishments  made  her  somewhat  haughty,  and  were  often  the  reason  tiiat 
she  was  dull  and  tiresome  in  the  company  of  her  playmates.  An  ol|d  aunt*s  prophecy,  that 
she  would  one  day  become  the  wife  of  a  knight,  had  completely  turned  her  head. 

But  openly  she  durst  not  mention  her  belief;  for  even  dearly  as  Veit  loved  her,  he 
kept  her  under  rigid  discipline,  because,  said  he,  as  the  Hamburg  and  Nierenstcin  beer  pre* 
vailed,  there  have  been  many  examples  of  daughters,  lovely  in  face  and  pliant  in  tongue, 
sufTeriog  themiiolves  to  be  seduced  to  commit  foiUcSt  merely  to  anger  their  fathers.  And  to 
get  rid  of  this  dangerous  prospect,  he  was  taking  great  pains  to  find  out  a  son-in-law,  who 
could  carry  on  his  business.  >. 

Master  Paul  Diestel  was  a  man  who  knew  so  many  merry  tales,  jokes,  and  iarces,  thai  bo 
oould  keep  a  company  of  the  most  serious  knights  a  whole  day  long  in  floods  of  laughter ;  who, 
for  a  smile  from  a  prince,  or  knight  more  particularly,  in  a  public  place,  would  have  given  one 
of  the  joints  of  his  finger ;  whose  honest  countenance  procured  him  admission  to  all  men,  and 
he  made  such  good  use  of  this  pass,  that  he  slid  into  every  secret,  and  everywhere  pUyed  the 
confidant. 

To  young  wives,  who  found  their  time  hang  heavy  on  their  hands  during  the  absence  of 

their  husbands,  his  robust  frame  recommended  him  as  a  companion,  poet,  and  shoemaker.  The 

services  he  did  them  he  generally  was  accustomed  to  Uaie  in  tippling  bnnses,  and  to  boast  oC 

'  ^qfo/ed  MM  well  as  uneojoyed  fovonrs ;  and  oiUn  4m1  bit  rihs  eaftfato  for  the  Pebble  of  Mm 


TIm  secrete  of  M^dMireit  Mend  1m  woM  etpoee  fbr  a  tapper ;  wad  he  th&t  gate  Ukii  » 
dinner  to*dey,  wns  fure  In  the  memieg  of  filnfog  the  title  of  Mis  boeom  IHeiML 

Thin  deeroMtti  «ourted  EleeMifflh»bttt«?efytb(aj^waf  egeki9t  him.  Vefl^  it  it  true;  onljr 
cavilled  that  he  was  not  an  armourefy  and  eras  too  supple  in  bis  manners ;  but-  Etsemuth  ittA 
BHmim  detested  him,  and  tried  all  hi  th^ir  pewer  to  taNt  hhn  out  of  Velt^lslHexidshfp^  tfaitt  the- 
aunt's  prophecy  nHght  not  be  destroyed  thnsogh  a  shoe^ueier* 


CHAPTER  VL 
When  Hartmuth  souhded  at  the  door  «r  OoMhiBer'b  hooM  atoad^**  Goad  taottow  !**  Velt 
eras  eeated  at  dinner  with  neii^boor  PanU  his  daaghtit»  aad  hie  hettsehold.  Ob  one  tide  of 
Utt  ehamber  there  was  a  loq^  table,  featened  mp  apalnsl  the  vnSa,  wMoh  Was  let  down  whan  tha- 
Ikmily  took  their  meals.  Strong  and  nourishing  viands  covered  the  taMe.  In  the  nhUBib 
itaod  a  large  can  of  beer,  oat  of  whieh  dntnk  both  aMster  and  aMia,  daughter  and  naidi 

Veit  was  on  the  point  of  proving  to  neighbour  Diestel  that  Bhab,  the  king  of  the  Madb^^ 
ttaB)  wh»  slew  Egloa  with  a  two-edged  ewovd,  nmsl  have  bad  aa  excelleoA  arflMurer,  wfaeo 
Hartmuth  a  second  time  hallooed  from  without 

«  Oo,  see,  ElsemuthT  eaid  Veit,  **  wba  latharcw*    Eleenath  roee,  and  opened  the  door. 

When  Count  Hartaiath  beheld  bar,  a  mttt  oame  before  Me  eyas ;  the  whole  houie  tamed 
foond  him  hi  a  drcla  i  he  stamnared  one  good  day  alter  aaolher,  aad  thawed  her,  at  the  tana 
tfane,  the  brakca  anaiet. 

**  You  woald,  wMmnt  daobt,  speak  with  aiy  fiither,  gaad  friend?**  aAed  Eltemuth. 

^  Yes,  yet,  your  Mber,**  ttamtsered  Hartmuth. 

Veit  catted  from  the  chamber-^"  Come  aeatar,  good  friend.*' 

Bbemnth  let  him  hi.  At  he  passed  by  her,  he  tonched  her  am  with  his  hand ;  It  thrflhiA 
through  every  limb ;  his  eyes  sparkled  with  joy. 

**  A  salutation  from  my  fealgfat  f**  ha  began,  as  he  entered  the  chamber,  and  at  the  taiii» 
time  ftxin;;  his  eyes  on  the  lovely  Elsemuth— *^  he  hat  broken  this  anttlet*' 

Ftit  Hera  am  f,  goad  Mead ;  my  j^M  cannal  repair  what  ynar  knight  hat  broken ;  look 
al  toe  ^  have  yau  anythiag  farther  to  aiNnmaad? 

With  infinite  (Bfflealty  Htrtiirath  tarwed  ta  Yeit,  and  began  st&moMring  hfs  speedi  agtinr 
but  when  he  came  ta  the  wards,  broken  amilet,  Blaemuth  said  something  to  Master  Paul  $  tha 
ot«Bft  then  qeickly  tamed  ta  Blsemuth,  and  stood  with  open  month  and  staHng  eyes. 

Veil.  Aye,  so  I  seal  V9hf  do  yon  gape  so  at  the  giri  ?  Am  I  to  still  further  break  tlia 
arailet,  or  repair  it  ? 

Hmrtmmth,  Repair  it ;  and  when  it  it  ready — ^ 

Veii,  Is  it  in  haste  ? 

Marimuik,  Yes ;  we  tbaH^utt  the  city  within  iiMirteen  dayt. 

FmL  In  that  time  I  could  repair  a  gtaat  deal,  your  knight,  and  even  yourself.  Have  ytm 
anjTthing  more  to  bring  forth  ? 

A  long^advanoiag  «*no''  pretted  with  dllllcalty  throogh  HarttnntVs  throat. 

Veit.  Well,  then,  you  can  come  again  for  the  brassM  in  the  momhig.  Yes,  neighbour 
Diestel,  I  say;  it  is  difficult  to  forge  a  two-edged  sword;  for...  But  what  do  you  stopdd  still 
there  for  ?     Can  von  not  find  the  door?    Shew  it  him  then.  Eltemuth. 

Elsemuth  opened  the  door,  and  Harcmath  went  otft  baekwards. 


GU APT  Eft    VII. 

ScAECB  was  Hartmuth  in  the  street,  when  he  nailed  ta  hhr  p^e. 
**  It  is  she!  It  is  she  1    I  have  taaohed  her  ana.** 

Attich  had  great  difficulty  to  keep  him  silent,  and  to  draw  him  to  his  inn. 
Scarce  had  they  entered  the  apartmaM^  when  Hartmnth  began  agato  to  extol  his  hidij 
pUmet  that  led  bim  to  Elsemuth ;  related  three  or  four  times  over,  wU\\  v^^^^^x^.  ^T%!C^x«i3«iQk^ 
hbw  well  he  had  peribraied  itis  part,  praUed  Elsemmli^t  \Maifc<y  \n  «v«r<)  'CnniSc^Xi^t^^  <9^\b» 
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Whilft  he  was  bniyiagf  hlmielf  in  painting  the  ptctare  of  his  happintst  with  %'ariegtted 
coloori,  aome  one  Iinocked  at  the  door ;  Attich  opened  it,  and  Master  DIestel  came  in« 

**  It  greatly  rejoioei  me,**  be  began,  **  that  I  have  tlie  good  fortune  to  see  your  most  noble 
grace  ttlll  here." 

Ati.  Do  you  fee  ghosti,  good  friend  ?  Neither  I  nor  Reinfrted  are  his  noble  graoe^  but 
knight's  pages ;  and  our  linight,  who  is  not  at  home,  is  only  his  bonoar's  grace. 

Matter  PauU  Not  so,  my  fHend,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  throw  sand  in  the  eyes  of  Master 
Paul  Diestel;  I  have  been  at  court;  his  most  gracious  majesty,  the  Emperor  Philip,  has 
called  me  dear,  worthy  master ;  and  what  lies  here  under  this  rugged  hair— he  pointed  to  his 
forehead— will  not  allow  itself  to  be  easily  deceived.  The  poetical  vein,  your  most  noble 
grvce,  is  even  a  very  valuable  thing ;  it  is  like  a  divining  wand. 

4iL  Will  you  make  os sport.  Master  Paul,  till  our  master's  return?  It  will  be  very  pleawnt 
to  us.  I  wfll  get  you  a  chair,  and  bring  you  a  mog  of  beer;  you  shall  make  at  aoms 
iftymes ;  reeollect  some. 

MaaUr  Paul  I  must,  with  all  due  submission*  entreat  your  most  illnstrtons  graee  to  <Hnder 
ihi^  your  page  to  hold  his  tongue. 

Lord  Hartmuth,  who  had  been  walking  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  greatest  dift> 
tmrbance,  now  began. 

"  But  really  you  are  in  error,  master,  when  you  take  me  for  a  oount.** 

MasUr  Pmil  Then  must  many  princes,  knights,  and  nobles,  also  have  been  in  error,- when 
they  called  you  at  the  tournament  carousals  the  JCnight  Hartmuth,  Count  of  Heldenst^fn.  1 
was  also  present.  Now  answer,  your  most  illustrious  grace,  when  you  asked  the  Dake-  oi 
Bohemia,  **  who  had  made  his  shoes  ?"  Then  I  replied  in  nearly  the  following  words : 
These  my  hands,  which  had  the  honour  to  make  a  pair  of  shoes  for  his  most  gradons  majesty  . 
the  Einperor  Philip,  had  the  gfood  fortune  also  to  be  fobrioator  of  these  coverings  for  the 
feet  of  my  most  gracious  lord  duke.  And  your  /illustrious  grace  and  my  lord  duke  laughed 
most  graciously  thereat. 

Alt.  Odds,  Reinfried,  have  you  spoken  with  the  Duke  of  Bohemia? 

Hart.  It  must  have  been  in  a  dream  then. 

Matter  Paul*  Was  that  also  in  a  dream,  what  your  illustrious  grace  a  short  time  sinee  said 
to  my  neighbour,  Veit  Goldinger  the  armourer?  I  must  confess  that  your  iUnstriooa  grace 
performs  your  part  much  better  here  than  you  did  there;  but  this  is  the  diflTerenee,  hem  the 
lovely  virgin  Elsemuth  is  not,  who  there  so  confused  your  illustrious  graoe* 

**  Damned  fox  T*  cried  Attich,  springing  up,  bolting  the  door,  seizing  the  leg  of  a  joint 
itool,  and  going  up  to  Master  Deistel.  "  If  thou,  thou  rugged  master-singer,  do  not.  in- 
stantly swear,  by  all  that's  sacred,  never  to  speak  a  word  to  any  man  about  my  master, 
then  will  I  so  batter  your  brains  that  you  shall  never  make  another  doggerel  rhyme,  or 
Wolf  shall  so  hug,  that  you '* 

**  Let  him  alone,  Attich  r*  said  Hartmuth,  placing  himself  before  Diestel,  who  bad  aorawed 
himself  up  together  in  a  comer  like  a  hedgehog.  **  Attend,  master ;  five  florins  are  yours  if 
you  will  promise  to  be  silent'* 

Master  Paul  (stammering).  I  never  once  dreamt  of  betraying  your  illostrious'graoe. 

Att,  It  is,  then,  your  good  fortune,  but — — 

Hart,  Siletoce,  Attich ! 

Master  PauL  Could  I  foresee  it  was  a  crime  to  remember  an  old  acquaintance? 

Hart,  You  are  right,  master,  but  now  only  seereoy. 

Matter  PauL  From  this  moment  is  it  sworn,  that  I  whom  his  most  gracious  mi^esty  the 
Emperor  PhiUp  called 

Hart.  Will  speak  not  a  word  to  any  man. 

Master  Paul.  Not  to  one  of  God's  creatures  I    But  to  neighbour  Goldinger 

Att,  Do  you  wish  for  once  to  have  a  taste  of  Wolfs  teeth,  Mr  Master-singer  f 

Matter  PauL  Well,  well— I  will  not  speak  a  syllable  to  Master  Paul,  not  even  to  the  lady 
IdaofAnglaw. 

Hart.  What  ?  Are  you  in  alliance  with  the  evil  spUit,  that  you  are  thus  acquainted  with 
eveiythhig? 

MuUrPmuL  Ob,  certainly  not^for  then  should  I  toon  daooTate  tiM  flaming  pQe.     Thai  I 
^^  'titbe  bMDquetm,  where  I  often  attended,  ai  \  YkaveYMftua«^1\wc«idBA 
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kidglito  «ad  aoUef  druik  to  the  health  oC  yo«r  btautiful  iviitiwi»  the  Lidy  Ida  of  Anglair. 
Now»  your  Uliutrioiu  grace,  the  five  florins  ? 

Hari^  Are  yours,  and  Ave  to  that,  if  yoa  will  prooura  me  an  acquamtance  with 
GoldiDger. 

Master  Paul,  A  difficult,  Herculean  labour;  for»  pro  primo^  I  myself  am  the  lover  of 
Elsemuih. 

HarU  You? 

MoMtar  Paul  Yes,  your  illustrious  grace,  and  they  appear  not  adverse  to  me  ;  for  a  man  of 
my  head,  and  aoquaintance  with  princes  and  nobles,  is  not  to  be  looked  ascant  at,  as  your 
illttstriotts  grace  may  please  to  do. 

Att,  Master  Paul— ^ 

Master  Paul.  And  may  have  a  good  right  so  to  do,  as  you  know  not  my-*my  extra- 
ordinary  merit ;  and  pro  secuodo,  neighbour  Veit  is  a  man  who  would  as  soon  throttle  hii 
daughter  as  give  her  to  a  knight 

Hart.  But  can  we  find  no  loop-hole  ? 

Master  PauL  A  loop-hole  ?     Hardly.     At  least,  it  will  be  a  very  steep  and  dangerous  one* 

HarL  Well  and  good.  To  love  no  path  is  dangerous.  At  the  nod  of  my  mistress  I  would 
overleap  gulfs,  and  swim  through  seas. 

Master  Paul,  Ou  that  account  I  should  not  even  give  up  my  pretensions,  as  love  makes  a 
saan  so  courageous. 

AU'  (Pointing  to  the  leg  of  the  joint  stool)  But  weighty  reasons  !— 

Master  Paul,  Demand  mature  reflection. 

Haft.  And  when  they  are  accompanied  with  golden  florins — 

Master  Paul.  Speedy  comprehension,  and  hearty  thanks. 

Hart.  Only  you  comprehend,  the  gold  shall  not  be  wanting. 

Master  Paul.  My  fingers  are  ductile,  your  illustrious  excellence,  and  accustomed  to  courtly 
lervice.     Consequently,  if  I  withdraw  my  claims— 

Hart,  Master,  dear  master,  if  you  will  do  that  I — 

Master  Paul.  Then  must  I  still  have  a  golden  bandage  for  the  wound  made  through  my 
amorous  heart. 

HarL  1  will  cover  it  with  golden  ducats. 

Master  PauL  Then  will  it  soon  be  healed. 

Att.  Not  80 ;  gold  agrees  not  with  green  wounds. 

Master  Paul.  Would  you  instruct  me,  friend,  in  the  art  of  curing  wounds  ?    The  heart  of 
a  poet  resembles  a  bee-hive,  every  petty  misfortune  as  9,  cell  therein.     A  master  singer  is 
like  a  piece  of  flayed  flesh,  the  blowing  flies  of  every  kind  can  lay  their  eggs  therein  ;  and 
therefore  1  will  procure  for  your  iUustrious  excellence  an  admission  to  the  house  of  neighbour 
Goldinger. 

HarL  Ten  golden  florins  are  yours. 

Master  Paul.  But  that  to  begin  with !  It  will  be  more  difficult  than  fastmg  to  a  monk, 
than  to  wean  a  maiden  from  her  looking  glass,  a  drunkard  from  reeling,  yes,  more  difficult 
ithan  to  find  a  rhyme  to  the  word  hyssop.  Yet  it  is  scarce  seven  days  since  I  brooded  more 
than  four  hours  thereon.  The  virtue  of  the  beautiful  vii^in  Elsemuth  I  compared  to  all  the 
flowers,  roots,  and  powders,  and  wished  to  draw  an  image  of  her  humility  from  the  little  herb 
b}'3sop.     For  I  also  said — 

<*  In  humility  you  are  like  pretty  homble  liyatop," 

And  I  could  not  find  a  rhyme ;  she  possessed  everything  in  abnndanoe  to  the  poet's  eye, 
modesty  like  the  maid  in  love,  and  sincerity  like  a  priest ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  the 
thought,  beautiful  as  it  was ;  the  treasury  of  my  brain  was  desolate  and  empty,  notwith- 
standing  had  I  but  sharpened  my  wit  with  a  mug  of  wine— 

Hart.  That  you  shall  also  not  want,  master,  if  you  can  then  meditate  more  to  the  purpose. 
A  mug  of  wine,  Attich. 

Attich  went  out ;  Master  Paul  walked  up  and  down  the  chamber,  with  bis  forefingers 
placed  to  his  copper  nose,  and  made  srimaces  as  if  he  was  oalenlating  the  arrival  of  the 
last  day. 
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Itie  wine  wit  bnraght;  DIertci  naderrtiad  to  perfactfca  dMtrt  of  •nkiogibr 
the  bottom  of  an  empty  jug. 

-  That  win  nit  do,*>  he  muttered  sevenl  tfmef  to  himeelf  and  drank.  . 

The  more  be  drank,  the  more  brilliant  his  note,  the  smaller  became  his  pig's  eyes;  mui  Hm 
wort  andoos  the  eount  to  bear  his  wisdom. 

At  last  he  cut  a  caper,  and  made  a  face  as  if  he  beheld  his  own  image  on  Um  attar  of 
eternity,  and  squeaked  out, — '*  I  have  it  I  I  have  it  f 

Htartmnah.  Now  far  it ! 

Muter  PemL  Of,  your  eieellence— o^  and  AysMp  rbyse  noct  eioeUeatif • 

•*  l0  hamility  70a  are  Uke  pretty  humble  k|M>p. 
Tho*  MuOl  is  the  plant,  greaC'a  my  praiae  yea  oft" 

jUadL  Holloa !  Wolf!  Wolf!  here's  work  for  you, 

HartmMik.  GotothedevO!  Diestell  Put  me  not  In  a  passion :  I  do  not  now  w«il  your 
rfaimes,  but  your  advice. 

MoMier  Paul  I  have  also  a  roost  excellent  device.  Suppose  your  eicellence  and  your  page 
— >ye8,  and  your  page— -pass  yourselves  for  journeymen  armourers,  and  go  and  work  with 
neighbour  Veit. 

Martmvtk.  But,  Master  Paul,  I  know  not  how  even  to  forge  a  naO. 

MaaUr  PauL  No  matter,  you  will  soon  &nd  out  the  way. 

AtHeh,  I  understand  something  of  the  business ;  a  brave  knight's  page  mitt  tieeOBM  a 
knight  and  armourer,  and  a  surgeon.    But  apprentices'  indentures ! — 

MoiUr  PauL  Must  be  made  ouL  I  will  write  them  myselfl  I  wilt  pnriofal  ue%lfcaur 
Veit's  indentures,  and  copy  yours  firom  them. 

Attiek,  You  are  certainly  a  most  complete  viHahi,  Master  PkuL 

Marimuih.  Be  silent,  Attich !    You  will  also  write  the  indentures,  muter  t 

MuUr  PauL  Aye,  that  will  I  do  even  this  very  day;  But  t  nratt  sty  to  ymn*  Wtntrknia 
azoeilence,  that  I  have  before  this  been  known  throughout  Worms  $M  a  Teiy  honesty  bosN 
4iiptible  man* 

JtHeh,  Of  that  will  your  children  at  least  one  day  donbt 

Master  PauL  My  friend,  you  are  very  impertinent. 

Hartmulh,  Silence,  Attich.    Wherefore  this  defence  when  there  Is  no  acenittloii? 

Master  PauL  FVom  certain  ladies  I  have  learnt  the  maxim  of  being  paid  bffhmhinl 

Hartmuih*  I  understand  you.  Attich,  you  have  stm  gold  at  band ;  give  Ibiter  DlMlel 
ive  florins. 

JttidL  There,  master,  but  on  the  condition  that  yon  are  sflent 

Master  Paul,  Have  you  not  put  a  golden  bridle  on  my  tongue?  Yon  will  find  me  naaagv- 
able.  Farewell,  your  excellence,  till  a  joyful  meeting.  What  a  lucky  day,  to  find  twenty 
golden  florins,  and  a  rhime  to  the  word  Hyssop !    And  he  reeled  out  of  the  chamber. 

Jttich.  Then  was  the  gracious  emperor  Philip  in  a  most  terrible  error,  when  he  celled  yon 
worthy  1     1  longed  much  to  set  Wolf  at  him. 

Hartmuth*  And  have  ruined  all.  Diestel's  knavery  is  now  more  profitable  to  me  than  your 
honesty. 

AUidk,  Very  true,  noble  knight ;  I  will  also  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  an  honett  ftStow 
is  not  fit  for  everything.  Must  also  your  faithfbl  Attich  see  you  girdled  with  a  leather  apron* 
with  sooty  face,  with  a  hammer  in  that  hand  which  so  bravely  wields  the  sWord  of  knighthood 
to  court  a  plebeian  maid  ?  Sir  Knight,  I  can  go  no  fnrUier :  things  that  cannot  be  got 
possession  of  In  a  straightforward  way,  sbonld  be  rather  left  alone.  And  this  appoan  to  ne  to 
be  as  much  like  roguery  as  I  an  like  a  man. 

Hartmutk.  Attleb,  It  Is  now  two  yeart  slooe  I  gave  yoa  your  fteedoa ;  ynn  are  ao  Umgtt 
bound  to  me ;  go  wherever  you  please.  • 

AtHeh.  But,  worshipAil  knight-'^ 

Hartmutk,  Away,  for  your  services  freedom  is  your  reward.    Away  I  iAkw»  mm  I 

.<lllidl.  Not  with  Kfe.  As  long  at  I  have  breath  I  will  not  stir  ikMn  yon.    Ill  miUMllnj 
I  wBI  be  at  dumb  at  IT  I  had  fband  a  hidden  traatnre. 
Martmndk,  I  am  weary  of  your  reproofik 


AiHoh^  ABiyvt  I  mak»^ktmii»fQi»  frmAm good  hetti,'baklw^  Than 

Attich  remains  with  ]us  belovtd  OMittr?    Wbii  ahftU  I  noir  estente? 

HartmMih.  Take  my  f9ld  ring^  naoiit  yotnr  boree^  aml-lMiten  to  Hoh«mw ;  give  the  Inten- 
daot  the  ring,  and  deiMQd  fron  him  ahtiiidred  flpriiis,  in  ay  name;  tell  liioi  I  am  iDmnonad 
to  a  combat,  and  that  it  wili  be  thrae  lAOoths  before  I  ahaii  return,  and  that  I  recommend  to 
liim  the  care  of  the  castle.     Make  haste»  that  yon  may  be  here  again  on  Saturday  areaing. 

Aukh*  Good,  dear  knight ;  bnt-^— 

Hartmuth,  Attich,  thy  cursed  buts  will  not  restore  thee  to  my  confidence. 

AUkh.  Xbia  but  will  anraly  not  deprive  me  of  it,  yo«r  worship ;  tiys  afaail  only  ask  so  amch 
if  my  good  knight  is  tirad  of  his  Attjob,aad  takaa  thjsmaans  to  get  rid  of  Um  ?  Noble Iinigfat, 
if  you  reject  me,  I  am  an  orphan. 

I/art.  Foolish  boj.  By  the  word  of  a  knight,  I  promise  you  not  to  iHr  from  thia  inn  tfll 
jour  return. 

AiL  Now  I  am  satisfied*  EarawaUtUl  Saturday,  dear,  worthy  knight ;  before  the  last  day 
•«f  this  waok  bean»  upon  you,  yon  shall  see  me  ag^ 
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DvaiNo  the  tuna  that  Attich  was  gone  for  the  money,  the  count  lulled  the  pride  of  knighthood 
asleep  through  hymns  of  love,  and  Master  Paul  stole  Veit*a  indaoturasL 

Very  easy  was  it  to  the  master  singer  to  outwit  worthy  Veit,  who  judged  of  others  by  the 
aeale  of  his  own  honesty,  and  never  looked  his  secrets  or  wealth  from  hia  chiMien,  neighboursy 
or  acquahitance,  for  he  regarded  them  all  as  his  firiends.  Moreover  he  had  a  high  opinion  of 
Master  Paul,  and  of  his  mtegrity ;  for,  after  Veit's  way  of  arguing,  it  eould  not  be  eoneeived 
that  a  man  who  eat  of  his  bread,  and  drank  out  of  the  same  mug,  oonld  ever  deeeive  Um. 

When  his  son  related  some  of  the  master  singer's  clever  pranka»  he  was  accustomed  to  aay,-*- 

**  My  son,  every  man  has  his  enemies,  so  baa  DiesteU  To  be  aura,  he  has  been  at  eourt,  and 
there  learnt  to  stroke  with  the  left  hand,  whilst  the  right  draws  the  sword ;  leant- to  flatter  to 
the  foce,  and  calumniate  behind  the  back.  To  be  sure,  he  borders  wtry  piece  of  velvet  with 
fur  i  his  promises,  it  is  true,  are  like  a  Will«o-the*wisp^they  fly  away  wh«ithey  are  olosely  pur- 
sued ;  but  ungrateful  he  can  never  be,  at  least  not  towards  me.  Do  you  not  reaaember,  that 
when  his  house  was  burnt,  and  he  saved  only  the  nighUcap  on  his  bead,  and  the  shirt  on  his 
back,  how  I  gave  him  house-room,  clothes,  and  maintenanoe,  for  a  whole  year,  and  that  both 
myself  and  servants  assisted  him  to  rebuild  his  bouse,  and  also  supplied  him  with  money  for 
that  purpose  ?  Therefore  I  say  he  can  never  forget  it,  were  he  to  live  to  the  age  of  Methu- 
aalem." 

And  yet  honest  Veit  was  in  an  error.    The  indentures  were  stolen. 

Veit's  talking  and  acting,  that  seduced  him  into  intoxication,  were  the  means  by  which 
Dlestel  attained  his  purpose,  by  exciting  laughter,  assisted  the  digestion  of  an  old  rich  carouser, 
who  was  constantly  hipped. 

Diestel  hastened  immediately  to  Hartmuth  with  the  indenturei,  read  them  to  hhn,  and  ap- 
peared not  a  little  to  pride  himself  in  having  called  the  count  therein  Curd  Angler,  because  it 
was  properly  through  these  indentures  he  was  endeavouring  to  book  the  vhgin  Elaemoth. 

Attich  returned  with  the  gold  at  the  appointed  time,  and  proper  dotliea  were  instantly  pro- 
cured  to  disguise  himself  and  master  as  journeymen  armourers. 

A  faithful  servant  that  Attich  brought  back  with  him  from  Hohenaw  was  left  at  the  inn,  to 
take  care  of  the  clothes,  horses,  and  Wolf;  ho  also  had  charge  of  the  BMmey. 

The  tongue  of  the  master  singer  was  most  powerfully  armed  to  obtahi  the  office  of  treasurer ; 
and  he  would  most  certainly  have  succeeded,  had  not  Attioh  too  plahily  read  in  Diestel^  coun- 
tenance his  strong  desire  to  get  possession  of  the  charge. 

Hartmuth  and  Attich  being  instructed  by  Paul  hi  handicraft  salutatiooi,  departed,  Hartmuth 
with  his  face  discoloured*  to  seek  for  work  with  Veit.  At  J>iestel'a  persuaalon,  who  eame  in  aa 
if  by  chance,  they  were  received  in  Ooldinger's  employ,  and  Lord  Hartasnth  now  bdield  fainw 
self  in  the  possessi<H[i  of  his  wish,  and  Master  Paul  hhnself  in  the  pniioasinn  nl  Vntntei  Vff«Bu 

The  fulfibaent  oChiUMii  wiilM  if  ever  the  laad  giikAilcfi^  ^^^ 
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JMid  Hartantk  biwa  tfc^aenwa t  of  Vett  tiuui  litlttgaMiidiir«i«ppMtairilf  fsr  AnkNtag 
hii  love  to  the  beautiful  Ebemuth,  whieh  had  laorMiei  with  everj  nnmiait. 

He  beheld  the  vhrgia  in  luoh  farions  potntt  of  ikm^hB  watobed  her  like  «  wpf,  #tth<mt  her 
pafoetTiBg  U|  took  eogniianee  ef  her  meat  triiUaf  aotfami,  and  evor  feoad  hit  opfaiion  oonHraed 
that  BUeinath*t  beauty  waa  her  leait  perftotlon  ;•  a  ootle  aoul  aaimated  this  beaatffhl  body» 
which  worked  good  wherever  It  had  the  ability. 

A  ray  of  hope  aoon  gUmmered  in  Hartmuth's  loul,  that  he  was  not  wholly  indtfTerent  to  the 
iair  Elaemoth. 

Ofteo  did  she  endeavour  to  occupy  her  father  with  other  things,  If  he  was  seoldiag  the 
ooant,  who  not  sddom  let  the  iron  cool  on  the  anvil  without  the  stroke  of  the  hammer ;  fbr 
he  beheld  with  greater  delight  the  sparks  beaming  from  the  bright  eyes  of  Elsemoth  than  fly- 
ing from  the  glowing  steeU 

At  meaU  she  thanked  him  more  kindly  than  the  rest  of  the  servants,  when  he  drank  her 
health ;  was  once,  when  he  burnt  his  hand,  so  careful  in  binding  it  up,  and  griev^ed  as  the  wound 
continually  grew  worse ;  for  how  could  it  be  otherwise,  as  Count  Hartmuth  every  evening  tore 
away  the  bandage,  that  he  might  be  the  longer  under  the  cure  of  his  lovely  doctress  ? 

Often  did  the  confession  of  his  love  tremble  nn  his  lips ;  but  his  timidity,  or  the  presence 
of  her  father,  ever  deprived  him  of  words. 

Hie  only  opportunity  for  declaration  was,  in  the  hour  of  twilight,  dedicated  to  tales  and 
ghostly  stories ;  yet  even  then  the  father  never  quitted  the  chamber ;  and  when  he  went  to  the 
poUie-house,  the  count  was  obliged  to  accompany  him,  to  tell  him  stories  with  his  beer. 

Through  the  gift  of  excellently  ririating  pleasant  tales,  Hartmuth  flattered  himself  into  the 
good  graces  of  the  old  roan  ;  but  the  storehouse  of  his  memory  was  soon  exhausted  ;  he  then 
sought  for  accklents  and  adventures  in  his  own  life ;  spun  them  a  little  out.  and  introduced  into 
them  dreams,  and  spiritual  appearances,  and  which  the  old  man  received  as  tme  histories,  and 
was  so  agoniied  if  the  hero  of  the  tale  came  into  a  terrible  situation,  that  he  fell  into  a  oon- 
vulsion,  which  ended  generally  in  a  soft  sleep. 

One  evening;  when  Hartmuth  had  thus  agonised  the  old  man  to  sleep,  and  the  fidr  £lse- 
muth  alone  was  listening,  and  with  deep  attention  had  fixed  her  eyes  full  upon  the  narrator, 
Hartmuth  so  completely  forgot  it  was  a  real  adventure  of  his  own  life  he  was  relating,  that  be 
introduced  himself  and  the  lady  speaking,  and  concluded  with  these  words : 

"  The  Lady  Agatha  answered  to  my  confession  of  love  in  the  following  manner  :— 

"  Noble  count,  did  your  perfections  surpass  those  of  my  lover,  two,  yes  even  threefold,  then 
should  I  only  give  you  my  hand,  my  heart  would  remain  to  my  bver ;  the  one  is  given  by  the 
will  of  parents,  the  other  from  the  caprice  of  love.  And  if  my  heart  is  not  yours,  could  my 
hand  lead  you  to  the  paradise  of  a  happy  marriage  ?    Therefore,  pray  cease  your  entreaties.** 

**  Thus  spoke  Agatha,  then  left  me,  and  I  was  unhappy." 

EUe,  Poor  count !  • 

Hart.  O  lady,  so  as  you  do  but  pity  me,  I  would  sigh  with  pleasure  the  whole  day  long 
over  my  hopeless  love. 

EUe,  You  forget,  noble  count,  that,  in  the  language  of  the  plebeian  maid,  snch  rignlfloant 
words  would  be  taken  for  flattery ;  that  the  armourer  Veit  Goldinger*8  daughter  is  convening 
with  you,  and  not  the  Lady  Agatha. 

Hart,  Heavens,  dear  virgin,  your  pardon  I    I  spoke  without  consideration. 

Else,  Granted,  sir  knight,  for  otherwise  I'  should  not  in  this  way  have  been  your  oonfidaiite; 
a  plebeian  maid,  unworthy — '— 

**  Elsejnuth,  empress  of  thy  sex,**  exclaimed  Hartmuth,  springing  up  and  throwing  himtelf 
at  her  feet ;  "  you  unworthy  ?* 

Else  (softly).  My  lord  count,  reflect  where  you  are. 

Hart  Not  that  name,  Ebemuth,  or  I  hear  it  for  the  last  time.  Know,  then,  that  longer 
silence  will  kill  me  i  know  that  I  am  a  count  and  a  knight ;  I  have  become  a  jonmeyman 
armourer  on  your  aocoant,  have  thrown  off  my  quality,  to  serve  with  you  in  the  higher  nmk  of 
love,  have  placed  ift  your  hand  the  balance  in  which  trembles  the  happiness  or  mlflfortane  of 
my  life,  and  yon  remain  thereto*-— 

Vei(  moved  and  awoke. 
^    ^Aim^,  C&fd,  wtav  ittd'fPt  letfo  off?  _Wm  a  not,  wtoi  te  knight  was  with  Agsfba  In 
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tte  arboiir.  hut  parentt  prened  ber  to  giva  her  band  to  ttat  ownt,  wm  it  not?  He  eenfttiedl 
to  her  bis  love.     New,  what  did  the  lady  replj  r* 

£Zm.  Curd  bu  elreedy  related  to  hm  the  whole  ttorjr*    She  rejected  bti  Miit 

HwrL  And  the  kni^t  beoeme  firanUe,  and  eooD  the  ewerdi  of  the  Saraceiit  ended  a  Ufii, 
that  to  him  without  Eltemath  waa  pmiEitory  and  hell* 

r«^  Without  Agatha,  Curd? 

Sari.  Without  Agatha,  I  would  say.  The  old  master  singer,  after  whom  I  tail  the  story, 
always  concluded  with  these  words  :-^Nature  plants  in  our  eiistencey  at  the  same  time,  b6th  a 
blessing  and  a  curse :  she  creates— first  bcgina  the  wifia. 

FsaL  Your  master  singer  may  have  been  in  the  sight  Bnt  I  say,— if  the  will  beoomes  a 
curse  to  the  husband,  then  has  the  devil  foiled  the  marriage  bond,  and  the  angel  of  God  has 
had  no  share  therein.  But  come  with  me.  Curd  ;  Master  Diestel  is  at  Uie  Stag ;  yon  shall 
.  lepceaent  the  affair  to  him ;  we  will  have  his  opinion  thereon. 

Veit  departed,  and  Hartmuth  followed  him,  like  a  rash,  sixteen-year  old  maiden,  that  the 
mother  is  conducting  to  a  convent. 


CHAPTER   JX. 

Tub  fair  Elsemuth's  eyes  followed  the  count,  till  a  turn  of  the  street  hid  iiim  from  ber  view 

A  crowd  of  new  and  strange  sensations  chased  each  other  in  the  greatest  disorder  throngh 
her  souL  She  had  always  felt  a  something  for  Hartmuth  which  she  had  never  before  felt  for 
any  man. 

An  iaexplicable  feeling  forced  her  often  from  her  female  occupations,  to  look  after  Hartmuth ; 
she  pitied  him  when  he  toiled  at  the  anvil ;  a  worthy  curiosity  drove  her,  little  as  she  was 
addkted  to  that  amiable  failing  of  women,  to  Hartmuth*s  chamber,  which  he  shared  with 
Attich. 

A  story  delighted  her  the  most  when  told  by  his  lips;  she  often  wept  when  he  described, 
with  tenderness  and  passion,  the  sorrows  of  hopeless  love,  rejoiced  when  he  began  to  relate, 
and  became  peevish  when  he  came  to  a  conclusion. 

The  respect  which  Diestel  always  exhibited  towards  him,  which  was  quite  oontrary  to  his 
general  custom  with  people  of  this  condition,  had  already  astonished  her ;  and  Attich's  stolen 
endeavours  to  perform  for  him  all  laborious  work,  had  tended  to  raise  her  suspicions.  Added 
to  which  carae  his  late  explanation,  his  behaviour  at  the  same  time,  and  at  Ust  the  recollec- 
tion of  her  aunt's  prophecy. 

Aiready,  early  did  the  wish  arise  in  her  soul  of  knowing  Hartmuth*s  history ;  ever  in  deep 
thought,  and  absorbed  in  himself  was  he :  this  awakened  her  interest ;  he  sighed  often,  called 
himself  unfortunate,  and  she  pitied  him,  and  wished  she  could  in  any  way  contribute  to  Us 
happiness. 

The  seed  of  love,  already  begun  to  shoot  in  her  heart,  had  already  taken  root ;  virgb 
timidity  alone  prevented  its  growth. 

Hartmuth's  explanation,  the  acknowledgment  of  his  rank,  brought  the  ooofiision  of  her 
feelings  into  some  order.  She  determined  to  listen  the  same  evenhig  at  his  chamber  door, 
rejected  the  idea,  several  times  endeavoured  to  disperse  it  through  terror,  and  stole  with  trem« 
bling  steps  to  the  chamber. 

Here  she  heard  with  delight  Hartmuth's  assurances  of  eternal  constant  love  towards  her 
heard  Attich  repeatedly  call  his  master  worshipful  knight,  then  hurried  with  high  beating  heart 
to  her  bed. 

No  sound  sleep  visited  her  eyelids,  but  in  every  disjointed  dream  she  beheld  the  connt  in 
his  knightly  armour  at  her  feet,  vowing  that  with  her  rested  tlie  happineas  or  misery  of  his  life. 

Equally  disturbed  was  the  rest  of  Hartmuth.  £lsemuth*s  words,  as  she  related  the  oon- 
dusion  of  the  story  to  her  father,  "she  rejected  his  suit,"— he  beheld  wherever  bit  eyes 
turned,  written  in  flames  of  fire,  foriie  conceived  it  to  be  a  rejection  of  his  love;  her  look  at 
the  time  he  thought  was  ,80  full  of  anger,  that  he  blessed  the  twilight  that  prevented  him  firom 
observing  the  sparks  bursting  from  her  wrathful  eyes.  Had  he  known  that  thasasK^<^Vf^SGti^c^. 
robbed  him  of  love's  confession  from  the  loveiieit  of  eyes,  Yie  ^iraq^4Yii:««\Mi^!^>XNi\^ 
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CHAPTER    X. 
Tbb  following  monuDg  he  proceeded  to  hk  work  a  Ttotim  to  ebagvin.     Elieaiitth  ww  Ji«t  to 
be  seen ;  he  pretumed  it  was  anger  at  his  freedom    when  It  was  only  fenale  vodoHsr  that 
jednded  her. 

At  dmner  not  a  look  fell  apon  khn,  she  uttored  «ot  a  word. 

She  gave  out  that  she  had  a  head-aeh,  to  ooiio«aI  the  pain  that  gnawed  at  hnr  heart 
>  Aftar  dinoar  Vait  ordered  his  daughter  and  Hartmuth  to  go  out»and  Attieh  ahMie  ta-ranain 
with  him  at  hoBM.    They  dkl  so,  and  Hartmnth,  who  oertainly  thought  that  BltenKith  IwL 
diaoovared  all  to  har  ihtber,  was  In  a  situation  nearly  approaching  to  madness. 

At  their  departure  he  took  the  hand  of  Elsemoth,  and  softly  saki  with  trembling  voiea  s-« 
^  Maiden,  yon  have  dtscorarad  all  to  your  father  ?" 

*'  Not  a  word,"  she  replied  softly,  pressing  his  hand. 

A  feverish  heat  overcame  him,  joy  shook  every  limb,  he  pressed  her  soft  white  hand  agafai. 

But  let  us  return  for  a  few  minutes  to  tha  anvil.  Veit's  conversation  with  Attlch  befaa 
with  the  question,  "  How  old  are  you  ?" 

AtL  Thirty  years.     But  wherefore  do  you  ask  the  question  ? 

Vfit.  Then  you  may  soon  take  a  wife. 

AtL  Had  I  ever  wished  to  do  so,  I  should  long  since  have  been  a  fathe» 

Veii,  But — Atticb— if  I  should  wish  you  to  be  my  son-in-law? 

AtL  Me?— Me,  Master  Goldinger?  ^<- 

Veit,  Yes,  you.  You  are  a  worthy,  industrious  man  }  my  daughter  is  a  virtuous,  BMKlest 
maid ;  1  am  old  and  ailing.  In  short,  some  time  since,  as  I  dosed  the  eyes  of  my  fether-in-law» 
to  whom  Gk>d  grant  a  jojrf^l  resurrection,  he  said  to  me,  **  When  your  dangfaterls  of  an  agalo 
take  a  husband,  then  give  her  one  who  has  a  good  heart,  is  industrious  and  pious,  but  who 
possesses  not  a  forthing.  Then  you  will  be  certain  that  your  maid  will  become  a  happy  wife* 
and  that  your  son4n-law  jf  ill  not  smile  behind  his  white  bandkerohlef  when  ha  fbllows  your 
bier,  and  other  people  will  believe  he  is  mortified  at  your  departure.**  This  I  have  always 
found  true  and  well  said ;  so  as  the  case  is  with  me,  so  will  it  be  with  you.  Then  I  say,  Attich» 
if  you  will  have  her  to  wife,  answer  uprightly  and  downrightly,  yes. 

Att.  (embarrassed).  Wherefore  should  I  not  ?  But  will  she  in  return  have  me  ?  To  so 
lovely  a  maiden  at  least  twenty  knights  would  certainly  offer  their  hands. 

Veii,  Yes,  I  would  have  your  knights  indeed  I  Do  you  take  me  for  a  fool  to  hava  edveatad 
my  daughter  for  a  title  ?  Do  you  suppose  I  know  not  what  it  is  to*  bring  a  citis^a*s  daughtar 
under  the  spur  of  a  knight  ?  It  would  be  exactly  as  if  I  should  put  a  dove  in  a  cage  with  a 
hawk,  and  expect  them  to  love  each  other  and  be  sociable  togeUier.  That  would  be  death  to 
my  poor  little  dove. 

Mt,  So  lowly  a  maiden  and  I,  a  fellow  that  has  already  represented  the  hobgoblin  without 
a  mask  at  a  carnival  sport  ? 

VeiL  And  had  you  played  tbevdevil  without  a  mask,  what  has  that  to  do  with  this  business  ? 
1  already  perceive  you  will  not  have  her. 

Ati,  I  should  wish  R  muek,  bat— 

VeiL  Does  an  ague  fit  shake  you  ?  you  ever  throw  a  devilish  bat  in  my  board,  libw  aat 
'wUh  It. 

AtL  lam—  ! 

Veit.  A  christian  certainly. 

AtL  Abastartl.  '/ 

Vtii.  Fie  I    That  I  sbanki  never  have  thought  of  you.  ] 

AtL  Nor  1  also  of  my  mother... 

Fed.  A  misbegotten  son?  Ahem!  Ahem!  Blsemuth  mast  know  nothing  af  this^athar« 
wise  she  will  not  aeoept  of  you. 

AtL  Perhaps  stUI  less  so,  when  she  teams  that  I  hava  also  knightly  blood.— 

V§lL  What?  A  kidgbt's  bastard — To  your  work  t    T»  yow  waifcl    Awi^.t  mnf  iifib 
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ML  Bat— 

Veit.  I  win  know  no  more.  I  say,  you  should  not  be  my  son  If,  faiitead  of  beinff  tht 
boBtard  of  a  knight,  yon  were  the  son  to  an  emperor.    Away  to  the  anvil. 

By  the  arm  the  passionate  old  man  led  Atttch  to  the  anviL 

Tlie  j<^  that  his  lie  had  so  welt  succeeded,  brightened  the  eyes  of  the  page,  bttt  stifl  nwm 
disturbed  was  the  count.  The  first  instant  he  could  steal  away,  he  hurried  with  his  boy  to 
his  chamber. 

**  Now,  Attich,  what  did  the  old  man  say  to  you  ?**  he  demanded  of  (he  page  to  a  tone  ai  if 
he  was  askhig  after  the  future  destiny  of  his  soul 

**  Now,  what  could  it  be  ?**  answered  Attich  coldly.  "  The  old  man  ollbred  me  his  dtttghter 
for  wife." 

Bmt  To  yon  i— and,  Attich?— 

AtU  Did  wliat  every  wise  man  will  do  when  he  finds  a  treasure — kept  it 

Hart,  Kept  it ! — you  ? — And  your  tongue  turns  not  to  stone,  when  you  murder  irtth  it  tfa^ 
happiness  of  your  master?  The  curse  of  God  still  stamps  not  the  brand  mark  of  ingrttitode 
on  yonr  forehead. 

AU»  If  you  will  suffer  me  to  conclude  my  story  ^T  kept  the  treasure,  to  look  at  it,  but 
tban  I  discovered  it  was  too  rich  for  me,  and  that  I  should  thereby  sell  my  poor  soul  to  tho 
devil,  thea— 

JTorf.  (panting).  Then — then?  Attich,  I  suffer  a  horrible  torment;  set  me  free  then,  at  I 
delivered  yon  from  your  bonds* 

MfL  I  refused  the  treasure,  for  it  is  yours. 

Bart  Bfine  !  Mine  1 

JiL  Yonr%  as  for  as  concerns  the  share  I  have  obtained  in  It  by  Veit*s  ofl'er  of  Elsemuth't 
hand  I  but  what  regards  her  heart  ?— 

HarL  That  is  in  the  hand  of  God;  that  will  she  give  me,  then  will  no  good  fortune  bo 
wanting  to  me. 

Ha  BOW  foil  upon  the  neck  of  the  page,  kissing  him  with  such  warmth,  at  If  he  was  praising 
on  the  lips  of  the  fair  Elsemuth  the  grateful  kiss  of  accepted  love. 


CHAPTER    XI. 
HAaTMVTH  now  began  to  be  certain  of  his  happfness,  hot  he  met  with  no  oppertonity  tho 
whole  week  of  conversing  with  Elsemuth.    Hfe  hopes  rested  oa  Snndiy,  and  eageity  he 
Wished  for  its  arrival,  for  then  he  knew  she  would  walk  in  the  gardeB  of  roses  *  with  her 
brother  and  DIestel. 

He  obtained  Veit's  leave  of  absence  for  that  day,  proceeded  to  tho  -  ion;  the  Golden  Ctoes* 
bow,  pulled  off*  his  working  clothes,  washed  the  soot  from  his  foil  and  bteoasiag cheeks,  dratsed 
tiimself  in  his  knightly  deshabille,  and  hung  a  golden  chain,  the  reward  of  his  oootage^  about 
bia  neck,  and  proceeded  to  the  lovely  spot. 

The  hopes  of  meeting  with  the  fidr  Elsemuth  beamed  from  Mi  eyes,  and  spread  a  obarm 
over  his  handsome  manly  form,  that  every  maiden's  eye  in  the  garden  was  turned  upon  bin. 

Master  Paul,  who  was  acquainted  with  the  design,  went  up  to  the  count  as  aeon  as  he  dia-> 
covered  him,  made  himself  known  to  hhn,  and  introduced  him  to  Elsenmth  and  her  brother. 

Scarce  did  Elsemuth  cast  her  eyes  upon  him,  when  the  rosy  bloom  of  youth  fled  from  her 
dimple  cheek ;  she  was  alarmed,  and  knew  not  wherefore. 

Hartmuth  spoke,  and  the  rosy  bloom  of  youth  whh  the  bkish  of  viifin  tinridity  retvned 
again  with  rapidity  to  her  lovely  countenance ;  her  heart  betrayed  to  her  that  this  ban^ 
MOM  man  was  he  to  whom  she  had  given  her  heart  when  the  complexion  and  medaiiy  ot 
bb  beautifiil  face  was  concealed  by  sooty  black. 

fihe  ventured  not  to  turn  her  eyet  on  htm,  spoke  little,  and  devowed  tho  worda  of  the  eoont. 
1     *  They  walked  to  the  borders  of  the  river  under  the  shade  of  blooming  cliesnut  trees* 

Diestel  entertained  Erdman,  and  purposely  turned  the  ooaversalion  on  the  prafemfaflity,. 
aeortifications,  and  holiness  of  monkf .    Erdman.  who,  like  everv  moak,  was  oonvfatfead  that 
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.niipei,  ortolanat  and  pbeagaaU  would  cry  out*  if  they  could  only  speak — **  By  your  holy  mor 
onoes  would  we  be  consumed,  that  we  may  go  to  heaven  as  part  of  your  bodies,"— spun  out 
the  thread  of  the  discourse,  and  his  eloquence  grew  so  loud,  that  he  could  pay  no  attentioa  to 
jrhat  Hartmuth  said  to  his  sister,  who  dose  together  had  proceeded  a  few  paces  forward. 

HarU  And  must  I  with  justice  fear,  lovely  maid,  that  my  confiession  of  love  has  olfaided 
you? 

JSUtM*  Confessions  of  good- will  can  never  offend ;  yet  I  know  not  that  I  ever  gave  you  an 
opportunity  of  offending  me  in  such  a  way. 

Hart  May  I  ask,  fisir  maid,  whether  you  know  me  ? 

EIm.  Merely  to  be  acquainted  with  the  name  of  a  man,  my  Lord  Count  of  Heldenstein, 
certainly  is  not  as  yet  knowing  the  man. 

Hart.  The  family  name  of  a  German  knight,  fair  Elsemuth,  is  a  surety  for  the  roan,  the 
xlttty  of  A  knight  for  both.  But  have  you  then  forgot  that  this  Count  of  Heldenstein  has  already 
juppUcated  at  your  feet  for  a  return  of  your  affection  ? 

Else,  My  lord  count,  the  duty  of  a  daughter  is  to  have  no  ear  for  a  dedaratioa  of  love  when 
her  lather  is  absent,  or  hears  it  not. 

HarL  And  the  duty  of  a  knight,  fair  Elsemuth,  is,  that  the  lover  immediately  s^ekslbrthe 
sanction  of  the  father,  after  having  obtained  the  consent  of  his  mistress ;  and  those  of  Hel« 
denstein  always  perform  their  duty.     Your  father  shall  hear  of  my  suit  for  your  hand,  lovely 
maid,  before  this  day  closes. 

EUe.  Not  so,  noble  count,  you  must  not  do  so — (she  faltered,  and  red  blazed  the  glow  of 
virgin  shame  on  her  cheek) — then  all  hope — (she  was  not  able  to  utter  another  word). 

HarL  But,  loveliest  of  virgins,  shall  I  not  then  wholly  hear  my  happiness  1  If  that  glowing 
red  that  falters — ^if  my  heart  with  its  warmest  wbhes  dare  supply  the  deficiency. 

EUe,  Men  dare  do  what  they  please. 

HarU  Lady  ! 

He  took  her  hand  with  fervour. 

EUe»  No  precipitation,  I  entreat  you,  my  lord  count ;  every  eye  in  the  garden  if  already 
^  fixed  on  us. 

With  the  greatest  difficulty  she  restrained  the  ardency  of  Hartmuth. 

He  walked  a  few  steps  without  saying  a  word,  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  earth.  Then  he 
stood  still  again,  and  rapidly  repeated :     *'  But,  lovely  virgin,  am  I  to  supply  the  deficiency  ?** 

**  And  what  would  you  say  ?"  asked  Elsemuth,  and  went  forward. 

BarL  Faltering  I  exclaimed :  Pride  has  even  wishes,  but  no  words.  Give  me  your  haod* 
'your  heart,  charming  maid. 

Else,  Lost  will  be  every  hope  of  them,  if  you  immediately  discover  to  my  &ther-» 

HarL  But  you  condesoend  to  grant  to  me  then — 

Eke,  The  mouth  of  a  maiden  is  silent,  when  the  heart  consents. 

Hart,  Are  you  then  mine  ?  You  mine  ? — and  I  must  not  repeat  my  happiness  to  all  tlie 
world,  must  not  loudly  exclaim,  **  The  jewel  of  the  earth  is  mine  T  Not  kiss  off  the  sweet  coo. 
fession  from  the  silent  interpreter  of  the  heart  ?  This  gentle  pressure  of  the  hand,  this  tre- 
mour  of  ecstacy,  alone  shall  say  to  you,  you  make  me  the  happiest  of  mankind?  No !  I  will 
ipeak ;  I  must  speak. 

EUe,  The  first  entreaty  of  the  wholly  yours  is,  moderate  yourself;  were  I  to  emulate  yon 
in  the  effusion  of  my  joy,  all  would  be  lost. 

He  who  cannot  conceive  Hartmuth*s  rapture  at  these  words,  must  have  no  souL 

Hartmuth't  knees  trembled ;  his  hand  gently  touched  Elsemuth's  round,  silk,  soft  aim ; 
he  beheld  only  her.  He  was  dumb,  yet  wished  to  speak ;  word-niggardly,  yet  his  heart  was 
full  to  overflowing. 

He  stammered  something  to  himself,  and  the  stream  of  his  joy  flowed  more  gently ;  and  now 
would  he  have  spoken,  fbrgetftil  of  all  about  him,  when  Diestel  reminded  him  It  wtf  tfane  to 
return. 

Like  a  sleep-walker,  that  is  suddenly  awakened,  he  stammered  a  lew  words  wfthout  mean- 
ing, followed  tottering  after  his  lovely  enchantress  to  the  boat,  that  carried  them  oter  the 
Rhine. 

TTie  fUJJ  motm't  .brilliant  orb  rote  najeitio  en  the  ctoodlwa  baafmsv  and  edged  the  soft 
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wavtf  of  th«  Rhine  with  burnished  gold.  Thioagh  the  toft  ripple  of  the  oen*  the  Hgfat  iplaih- 
ing  of  the  waves  against  the  boat,  the  nightingale  chanted  her  amorous,  love-devoled  aongw 

So  lovely  was  the  exhausted  day  in  its  repose,  that  it  awakened  in  every  beakt  the  wa- 
Mtions  of  joy  and  satisfaction. 

Even  Diestftl  felt  its  influence.  Fixed  he  sat,  and  followed  with  bUnking  eyee  the  eoitrK 
ii  the  small  waves  that  broke  against  the  boat.  , 

Erdman  forgot  cloister  discipline,  thorny  girdles,  and  the  whip. 

On  Elsemuth's  countenance,  reddened  with  the  light  of  the  moon,  tears  of  joy  trembled. 

Hartmuth  alone  felt  not  the  charms  of  this  lovely  evening.  His  senees  were  so  blmited  with 
the  excess  of  delight,  that  he  enjoyed  and  hoped  for.  Had  the  heavens  suddenly  been  blaek* 
ened,  and  the  tempest  broke  loose  from  rocky  prisons  and  shook  its  rainy  pinions,  had  the 
brilliant  lunar  ball  been  covered  with  stormy  clouds,— no,  neither  thunder  nor  hurrieane 
weak!  have  aroused  him  from  the  sweet  confusion  of  his  ideas. 

The  boat  arrived  on  the  opposite  shore,  the  twil^t  had  grown  darker  by  degrees. 

Erdman  and  Diestel  stepped  first  on  land. 

The  count  remained  alone  with  Elsemuth  in  the  boat ;  he  rapidly  threw  himself  on  her 
bosooEi,  pressed  the  first  kiss  of  successful  love  on  her  trembling  lips,  and  flew  with  precipita- 
tioQ  to  his  lodgings. 


CHAPTER    XIL 

"Now  had  Hartmntb  the  love  of  a  lovely  maiden  and  the  avarice  of  a  crafty  head  on  his  side, 
soon  also  the  ambition  of  a  proud  monk,  a  union  that  was  not  easily  to  be  defteted  by  the 
caprice  of  an  old  man. 

Erdman  was  soon  the  friend  of  Hartmuth.  His  haoghiy  vision  beheld  only  the  honour ;  he 
loved  his  sister  merely  as  a  spring  to  set  somewhat  in  motion,  by  which  he  might  obtain 
honours,  greatness,  and  consequence  amongst  men,  and  procure  important  grants  to  his 
eonvent. 

**  Only  on  you,"  said  Lord  Hartmuth,  "  hangs  the  happiness  of  my  life,  its  repose  and 
satisfaction ;  only  by  your  intercession  can  Veit  be  moved  to  give  me  the  fair  ElsemUCh  to 
wife." 

This  to  tickled  the  pride  of  the  monk,  that  he  exerted  all  his  influence  with  the  old  man  to 
obtain  his  consent.  Diestel  also  for  this  once  act^  honestly.  Veit  consented,  and  the 
wedding  day  was  fixed. 

Three  days  was  the  count  obliged  still  to  steal  about  before  the  wished  for  day  arrived. 

On  one  of  these  intermediate  days,  as  Hartmuth  and  his  lovely  mistress  were  seated  on  the 
lovely  banks  of  the  Rhine,  he  thus  addressed  the  fair  enchantress  of  his  soul. 

Hart,  But  wherefore  never  the  confident  thou,  from  the  rosy  mouth  of  my  bride — wherefore 
ever  those  tearful  eyes  1  Tears  of  joy  they  are  not,  my  belove4  Elsemuth ;  they  rapidly  gush 
out :  tears  of  grief  drop  slowly,  like  those  that  now  fell  down  my  charmer^  cheek.  What  is  it 
that  stIU  afflicts  you? 

Eke.  My  Hartmuth,  look  on  yon  proud  castle,  that  threatening  gleams  in  the  evening  sun, 
and  throws  its  stately  shadow  over  the  neighbouring  meadows ;  ah,  behind  those  walls  is  housed 
a  monster,  called  the  pride  of  ancestry. 

HarL  But  no  such  dread  being  finds  shelter  behind  the  walls  of  Hohenaw,  my  Elsemuth. ' 

Eiat,  And  yet,  my  love,  I  fear  it.  If  you  have  banished  it  even  to  the  castle  deierts,  yet 
viU  it  dreadfully  firom  tfaenoe  raise  its  voice,  and  outroar  the  soft  lisp  of  love— will  terrify  and 
kill  your  poor  humble  Elsemuth. 

Hart,  Chace  away  such  thoughts,  beloved  of  my  heart. 

Etae»  What  will  her  tender  oarevet  of  love  avafl,  when  knightly  prejudice  will  shut  you 
out  from  the  tournament  lists  ? 

Hart.  Elsemuth,  I  from  henceforward  abandon  my  rank. 

Ein.  No,  that  you  shall  not.    You  are  indebted  to  your  country  in  your  arm  and  courage, 
to  your  children  in  your  noble  condiiibn^  for  to  you  fate  gave  it;  and  you  cannot  deprive  your* 
ealf  of  what  justly  belongs  to  them  ?    But  what  do  yon  owe  to  me  ? 
,  -MmU  All  for  I  obtain  all  ihroueh  your  aflbctioo. 
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JOtt.  Ufa  Uk«  all  tlMl  I  htve,  witli  fliU  Ite^-^y  IkrtiMitli.  iry«m«te«Blf'e6iMMl4 
1  am  hafV^y* 

iJorf.  TIm  siak  man  bovariBf^  on  tba  brU  oftha  gnnra,  oaimat  be  mora  ntlaiad,  «1mb 
his  phyiioian  uya  to  him,  *<  Too  will  live,  you  are  well.'*  The  noble  youth  eammt  bemoreitttfl^ 
ied»  wImo  at  Mb  fint  oombat  In  the  touitiament  ha  obtatna  the  prise.  So  aatlsfted  am  I  aow« 
that  I  believe  myself  free  from  the  common  ftdRof  of  homanity,  that  after  the  atbdmMil  of 
long  deiired  wiahes,  ttiU  loo^i  far  othem     Bat  joa  ?  ^ 

£Im.  When  I  lay  to  tkee,  that  the  warmest  wMi  that  iwells  etery  ibmafe  boaooi,  the  wish 
of  goverohif,  to  be  preibrred  before  others  of  her  aex.  It  hitflUed,  that  I  now  do  not  nay  the 
proud  Ida  of  Anf  law. 

JimrL  Ida  of  Asglaw  I    Xk>  you  know  that  Imnghty  fblf  one,  my  Ehemttlh? 

Sim.  My  dear  oomt,  b^Md  my  weakneu;  I  wittingly  eonfan  it  to  you,  ftr  yon  ire  4 
partial  judge.  At  the  toamament  celebrated  belbipe  the  latt,  at  a  speetatreta  I  ttiirihe  haiw 
of  Anglaw  dance.  Every  knight  desired  her  hand,  every  one  pressed  to  her,  as  if  it  mis  a 
happiness  to  stand  in  her  atmosphere ;  the  roost  rdored  of  women  was  she.  Sho  pOiiaMed 
everything  in  abundance ;  yet  she  received  me  proudly,  looked  on  me  with  contempt,  av  she 
swam  through  the  crowd,  and  shared  out  looks  and  smiles,  as  a  jndge  at  a  tomnameBl  the 
prizes.  She  dropt  her  girdle ;  I  took  it  up  and  humbly  presented  it  to  her,  and  maiy  kliigfatt 
fixed  their  eyes  on  me  ;  Ida  loooked  down  upon  me,  smiled  scornfully,  and  without  waiting 
to  return  thanks,  snatched  away  the  girdle.  How  that  mortified  me — how  I  en\ied  tier  I  Mow 
I  am  her  equal !  But,  dearest  knigirr,  what  is  the  matter  with  you  ?  Your  arms  now  faUUfe> 
less,  that  shortly  before  so  firmly  embraced  me.     Why  t«*  you  thos  away  yow  eednteaaMe  t 

Hartm  To— *to  adjust  my  niff— you  had  completely  tonaad  it  fouad» 

EUe,  What  necessity  have  you  now  to  adorn  yourself?  Are  you  noteartsdn  ef  ay  eibe* 
tion  ?  have  you  not  my  prstoiaO?    Do  yeo  abo  know  the  preed  fisip-oa*  of  AnghMS  ? 

Hmrt  I  am  acqoainted  with  her. 

Elms,  Noble  knight,  vow  ruiT  will  torn  rooad  again.  Lei  aae  look  is  yew  fiMsei  lellfeO 
learn  how  embarrassment  is  expressed  on  a  knight*s  countenance.  Am  I  not  worthy  tO  ato 
your  face  ? 

Hart  Worthy  ? 

Ehe,  Certainly  the  eyes  of  the  proud  Ida  of  Anglaw  are  a  more  lovely  mirror  for  a  knlgllt 
than  the  eyes  of  a  plebeian  maid. 

Hart,  4Cind  Elsemuth,  I  entreat  yi>il-i»* 

EUt,  Ah — does  that  sigh  roally  come  from  your  heart  ?  Am  I  still  inthn  way,  my  old  rhralT 

Hart.  Who  has  betrayed  this  to  you? 

EUt.  It  is  your  embarrassment  that  belraya  It  to  ase*  B(il'ali«4iroe  to  me  t  a  jeatof  love 
has  discovered  the  sad  truth,  that  Hartmttth*s  heart  la  divfcied,  awl  mistresi  faiibrmt  me  the 
smallest  half  is  mine. 

Hurt.  Elsemoth,  I  will  speak,  thai  silenoe  auiy  net  be  my  aomuer.  Ida  lovea  me ;  hevimelo 
pressed  me  to  marry  her  ;  I  have  njected  her. 

EUe.  Knight,  if  you  should  make  me  unfortunate,  sacrifice  me  to  the  derMon  of  thathmghiy 
maid,  I  should  drown  myself  In  my  tears.  So  warmly  as  I  low  1  iHieiolbre  nraat  I  noir  eoa- 
fesa  it  I    Ah,  how  weak  is  woman  when  she  loves  ! 

Hart.  My  angel,  you  agonize  both  yourself  and  me  withoai  rsiaoB,  My  disgnlM  1m  a 
surety  to  you  of  my  upright  love ;  it  hasalready  made  me  the  derlshm  of  my  brotberhoed  in 
arms}  that  I  regard liot,  for  through  it  you  are  amiek  My  chidren  will  not  be  allowed  t» 
break  a  Unee  with  the  German  knightly  yesths  to  sport;  but  for  that  I  eai*  not,  At 
you  will  bear  them  to  me — and  should  I  resign  prerogativr  lir  a  maldeft  I  do  Mi 
truly  love  ? 

Here  Btsemath's  aweet  kisses  looked  the  oMmth  of  the  ooottt^  seeft  she  waraed  hto  to 
return,  for  the  evening  was  dark  and  cloudy,  and  they  hurried  book  to  the  town. 


CHAPTER    XIIL 
Tin  wedding  day  arrived ;  it  lesembled  the  day  ef  human  lifai  ehanfeable  the  weather ;  AoweHF 
^nta  varied  with  sparkling  sunbeams ;  mm  the  Atiy  of  the  tempeiC  tnmed  the  aiUtry  iMil 


to  diUl7'ooldnesf,MOQ  black  and  towtikvdbvdi  Mbbed  tte  inbobiMkts  «r  tha  mrth  of  the 
i«ilarra|ra ;  yalvaa  tba  day  to  the  c»u«l «  oooftininl  aenae  wfring  noriiiBg,  Ibr  on  him  inuled 
the  aun  of  love  from  Elsemuth's  eyai. 

¥ajt»  Srteaa.  IHesteUaml  Attfefaraeaoa^ianiad  the  bride  and  bridagroam  to  ehardi. 

A  storm  overtook  tham  aa  tisa  way*  niaed  withbeavy  rain  and  bail. 

VaitooDosifad  this  to  be  that  a  bad  omen ;  yat  Hartmuth  and  his  daoflfbter  regarded  it  not ; 
ilMqr  knew  that  iraa  kiva  ooald  paooun  tiM  saany  rays  of  spring  aaddst  the  horrors  of  natare. 
Bat  as  Elaemuth  entered  the  church,  scalding  tears  fell  from  her  ayas. 

Hartaiath  took  tham  for  taaraof  jay  i  taara  of  dread  were  thay,  lest  her  fkte  might  resemble 
^bttef  a  lata  companion,  who  tlirew  heraslf  into  the  arms  of  a  knight,  and  soon  after  the 
Ulaadttg  of  the  priest  was  lullad  by  Ids  aeldnass. 

At  the  porch  of  the  oliaiah  stood  ber  moaament ;  die  "waa  repiasentad  thereoa  with  (bided 
and  in  her  arms  the  bay  at  whaae  birth  sIm  died.    The  statae  qipeared  to  weap^  aad 
gatbad  from  Elaematb'a  ayes. 

She  tottered  to  the  altar. 

Hartmnth's  **  yes"  was  firm  and  joyfni.  j 

Elsemuth  spoke  it  with  a  trembling  voice. 

Tha  blassbig  of  the  priest  pronised  tbeai  a  nMrriage  rich  in  the  joys  of  lore,  as  tiiatof  Adam 
aad  Eve's  before  the  OJI  s  lieh  in  obildren,  aa  Jair's  marriage,  the  judge  of  larsel. 

Hartmnth  smiled  his  approbation. 

Slaemnth's  tears  were  a  prayer  to  heaven  for  tha  fulftlnieot  of  these  blessings. 
'  Hartmnth  was  already  liappy,  Elsemuth  prayed  for  h  appinass. 

A  banquet  filled  up  the  dav  till  the  evening  closed ;  the  sprightly  danee  detained  the  guests 
tiBaudnight. 

As  the  morning  glimmered*  Hartmnth  led  his  bebved  to  the  bridal  diamber.  The  yoang 
bftakiBg  day.  the  first  of  a  new  life  to  tham,  gave  to  the  blissful  pair  the  marriage  present 
•fith  which  no  stoio  is  aequalnted,  and  ao  kvar  betrays. 


VOLUME  IL--CHAPTER  I. 


Tai  first  sun-beam  had  no  sooner  dimmed  the  faint  light  of  the  morning  star,  than  the  fioa- 
rish  of  trumpets  and  roll  of  kettle-drums  awakened  the  young  married  pair»  and  roused  old 
.  Veit  from  the  joyful  carousal  he  still  enjoyed  with  his  friends  in  Rbinewine  and  Hamburg  beer. 
He  ran  to  the  door,  and  was  astonished  to  see  a  crowd  of  knights  and  pages  there,  the  fint 
dressed  in  brilliant  glittering  armour,  tbe  last  all  in  one  livery. 

A  page  took  off  from  a  high  loaded  mule  an  ivory  turned,  highly  ornamented  oradle,  with 
rich  embroidered  hangings,  and  carried  it  into  Veit's  house ;  tbe  old  maa  bow  foaoiad  hie  ima- 
gination embraced  the  future,  and  painted,  as  now  arrived,  that  which  had  been  traced  by  the 
spirit  of  wine  and  marriage  jollity. 

The  loud  clangour  and  roll  of  the  trumpets.and  kettle-drums,  united  with  tha  voices  of  the 
knights  and  pages,  crying,— ^  « 

*'  Long  life  to  Hartmutbi  Count  of  Heldenstein,  aad  his  young  and  lovely  bride  r 

FViIly  convinced  him  he  was  In  a  dream.  He  seated  himself  on  the  stone  seat  before  the 
door,  pressed  his  cap  over  his  eyes,  to  dream  out  so  pleasant  a  dream ;  when  a  knight  stepped 
up  to  him,  and  begged  him  to  conduct  him  to  the  Count  of  Heldenstein. 

"To  the  Count  of  Heldenstein  ?'*  asked  Veit.  rubbing  nis  eyes,  and  shoving  tha  cap  £rom 
his  forehead.     "  I  tell  you,  you  here  seek  him  in  vain.** 

alight.   Are  you  not  Veit  Goldinger,  the  armourer? 

Feii.  That  am  I,  sir  knight;  if  you  hare  any  work  to  bespeak  of  bm,  year  parade  was 
unnecessary. 

Knight.  If  you  are  Veit  Goldiagar,  thea  shall  we  also  hare  fiad  the  Ooaat  of  Heldeasteial 

VeiL  You  are  at  liberty  to  leaktlm  hiit«^ 


U  THB  ROIfANCIST  AND  N0TILI8TS  LIBRARY. 
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.  mrtniith  in  aitooiiluDeBt  nished  oat  of  lib  ebmoor. 

** Htra  If,  horo If,"  cried  tU  the  knightf,  «<hHV  Ufs  to  onr  vtikuA  l8g«  lori,  Cotmt 
Hartaiitth  of  HeldoMteiii,  and  his  young  and  lovely  bride. " 

HartniQth's  winkf  and  fhakei  with  eyes  and  hands  wen  In  Tain*  The  jahflee  ery,  fooom- 
panied  with  haszos,  ketUe-drams,  and  tnimpets,  was  of  hmg  duration. 

All  the  knights  dismounted  and  thronged  round  Hartnuth,  one  after  the  other  pressed  his 
hand,  wished  hbn  joy,  and  so  rich  a  marriage  Uesshig,  that  it  might  soon  oblige  them  to  pre- 
sent him  with  «  new  cradle. 

Veit  stood  at  the  door,  as  deprired  of  his  senses^  stretched  open  his  eyes,  and  now  again 
briieved  he  was  in  a  dream,  or  that  wicked  spirits  were  carrying  on  thehr  May  games  wte 
him ;  but  Diestel  reeled  out  of  the  driniiing-room«  and  repeated  his  eocgratulation,  aeeording 
to  tbo  master  singer^  form,  to  the  ooont,  and  to  Veit  as  fiither-inJaw. 

.  **  Then  I  do  not  dream?"  shouted  Veit,  throwing  his  cap  upon  the  floor.    ** Not  wicked 
qiirits,  but  wicked  men,  are  pln>1og  their  pranks  with  a  poor  old.  mortal !  You  are  a  count,  Curd/' 

HarL  Yet,  father. 

Veit.  Good  luck  to  you,  my  lord  count  1 — you  are  not  my  son. 

Hart.  But  the  priest  has  given  us  his  blessing. 

VeiL  The  blessing  of  the  priest  becomes  a  curse  when  stolen  by  a  knave.  :  The  priest  was 
a  rogue,  or  your  page  was  one.  You  and  all  your  race  are  capable  of  anythlnjg--can  adm^ 
nister  poison  in  the  sacrament.  Fie  upon  you,  fie  upon  you,  you  brood  of  men  I  Most  I  even 
now  slip  this  snake  in  the  bosom  of  my  only  daughter,  to  kill  her  when  it  is  there  become 
warm?  You  should  not  be  my  son,  should  it  bring  me  to  my  inheritance  in  heaven.  Fie 
upon  you,  so  to  outwit  me,  an  old  man  1  Murder  upon  you,  to  scandalize  my  good  name- 
to  seduce  my  maiden !  You  shall  be  separated,  should  I  be  obliged  to  turn  my  back  on  honae 
and  land.  If  she  will  not  consent,  then  will  I  declare  her  mother  an  adultress,  who  had  to  do 
with  knights  1  Heavenly  father,  is  this  living  to  have  joy  in  one's  children  ?  I  should  have 
been  far  happier  had  she  died  in  her  sleep.  HoUoa,  neighbours,  friends,  servants !  help  me  to 
drive  this  knightly  pack  out  of  my  house. 

Matter  Paul.  But,  dearest  neighbour— 

VeiL  And  were  you  acquainted  with  the  knavery,  neighbour  ? 

Matter  PauL  Certainly,  certainly !  I  was  the  aider,  the  confidant. 

VeiL  You  were  I     Then  your  death  shall  quit  the  obligation. 

He  flew  upon  the  master  singer,  threw  him  upon  the  earth,  and  dashed  his  head  against 
the  pavement ;  had  not  the  furious  old  roan  been  forcibly  restrained,  the  art  of  the  siirgeoQ 
would  have  been  in  vain  exerted  to  cure  Diestel's  head. 

Attich  held  the  old  man,  and  endeavoured  to  appease  him. 

"  Ah,  Attich  !**  cried  Veit,  stammering,  **  had  I  only  given  Elsemuth  to  you, — jron  are  still 
but  a  knight's  bastard.  Count,  out  of  my  house,  or  I  will  drive  you  out  with  blows  from  my 
hammer.  What  you  have  enjoyed,  may  the  devil  bless  you  with !  Never  shall  you  again  look 
on  Elsemuth's  countenance.  Separated  shall  you  be,  let  me  be  caricatured  with  infamy,  and 
my  honest  name  written  on  the  gallows  and  wheel.** 

HarL  Father,  do  but  listen  to  mc. 

Veit.  I  will  be  no  count's  father. 
L     Hart,  Bnt  yet  the  father  of  an  honest  man. 

VeiL  Con  I  be  so  if  you  are  my  son  ?  Robber !  murderer  ! 

I^ord  Hartmuth  was  enraged ;  he  seized  the  sword  of  a  knight  who  stood  by  his  side^  and 
cried:— 

**  Goldinger,  would  you  make  your  daughter  fatherless?*' 

Veit.  Ah— right  I  that  is  the  mode  of  your  laws  and  customs  ;  first  you  rob,  andwhen  the 
plundered  demand  their  goods  again,  he  feels  your  sword  at  his  throat,  aod  all  his  evidence  is 
overthrown. 

Hart,  I  pardon  the  insults  of  your  fury,  father. 

Veit.  I  desire  not  your  forgiveness  I  Courtly  language  !  You  behave  as  if  I  had  Injured 
you ;  then  generously  forgive  me  1  The  devil  learns  manners  from  you ;  he  seduces  into  hell, 
aho  thereby  to  torment  the  damned  I — Elsemuth,  Elsemuth !  write  me  immediately  the  divorce 
bB),  or  1  wh)  pound  your  tricking  brains  to  dost  (to  the  master  singer). 


WOMAN'S  RBVSNOI.  |ft 

AiL  Halt,  master,  yoa  hava  already  Uowft  oul  all  Ui  power  fit  mHktg, 

Vol  Divorce! 

HarL  No  diTorce.  I  roust  reraaia  your  son  and  Eleemuth^ft  boabaMi  Divide  «»  tlMi  fHtl 
you  separate  from  my  name  its  good  report ;  take  fram  mm  mif  life.  Balbfe  that*  adbli  to 
kDifgbtbood  and  dignity. 

Veil,  A  pretty  courtly  trick  ! 

Bart.  By  my  word  of  knighthood. 

VeiL  That  I  respect  as  mach  as  the  Uow  of  the  hammer  that  emshea  me  oadar  Ibot.  Chll- 
dren,  fools,  and  love-mad  maidens,  may  take  the  money  for  good  I  NaO  together  the  boarda 
of  my  maid's  coffin !    No,  by  no  means. 

Bart  But,  father,  if  she  shoald  bring  me  a  son  ?  * 

VaU  Then  should  she  bring  me  a  grandson,  but  no  son  for  you.  The  sword  and  the  art  of 
combat  should  he  learn,  therewith  to  eleave'your  head ;  then  woold  we  all  go  Into  a  doiater. 
Ob,  my  poor  maiden  I  Ob,  mother !  mother !  If  you  but  see  and  bear  this,  then  will  heaven 
be  too  narrow  for  you  t  To  the  emperor  will  I  go ;  if  he  wiU  not  bang  a  maUeiHrobber,  tbea  will 
bis  crown  oppress  him  in  his  sleep,  that— 

Tk/B  Knighu.  No,  no,  you  shall  not ;  the  mairiage  is  good ;  you  cannot  now  separate  tbiam. 

VdL  Ha !  you  will  also  respect  the  oath,  will  you,  count  ? 

**  I  will,**  replied  Hartmuth.  "  Come,  father,  come.  "^  He  took  his  hand,  and  wouM  have 
gone  out  of  the  door  with  him.    The  knights  held  him  back. 

••  You  shall  not,"  they  cried  all. 

«  I  wni,"  said  Hartmuth. 

He  tore  a  sword  from  the  ride  of  a  knight 

*•  Let  me  go,  or  I  will  convince  yon,  for  the  last  time,  that  a  sword  wielded  by  my  arm 
will  make  its  way  through  the  strongest  armour.** 

Murmuring,  the  knights  made  way  for  him. 

**  Stop  r*  cried  Veit,  and  drew  Hartmuth  back.  *'  I  say,  a  man  that  so  loves  his  wife  as  to 
sacrifice  all  for  her,  must  be  an  honest  man,  were  he  a  king  or  an  emperor.  Remain  where 
you  are,  I  will  then  be  your  father,  my  Elsemuth  shall  be  your  wife ;  and  if  you  still  love  her 
as  you  do  now,  when  I  die,  then  shall  my  first  prayer  to  the  throne  of  God  be, — Lord,  grant 
them  the  happiness  to  live  to  see  that  joy  in  their  children  that  I  have  lived  to  see  in  them.** 

He  opened  bis  arms ;  Hartmuth  rushed  into  them ;  manly  embraces  were  exchanged ; 
knights- and  pages  shouted  for  joy. 

Listening,  trembling  with  terror,  had  Elsemuth  awaited  the  issue  on  the  staircase.  The 
knights  discovered  her,  handed  her  down,  and  presented  her  with  the  cradle  amidst  the  flourish 
of  trumpets  and  the  roll  of  drums.  The  crowd  of  variable  feelings  robbed  her  of  the  recdlec- 
tioo  of  her  situation. 

**  Now,**  said  Veit,  when  he  had  sobered  himself,  *<  this  day  shall  be  a  new  festival ;  you 
knigbta  shall  all  be  my  guests." 

Hartmuth  and  his  wife  were  led  into  tne  chamber  in  triumph. 

The  violin  and  the  flute,  the  drum  and  the  trumpet,  roused  gaiety  in  every  heart 

Many  bumpers  were  emptied  to  the  happiness  of  tlie  present  imd  the  fbtore.  Sprightly 
gladness  blessed  them  all. 

Master  Paul  alone,  the  author  of  the  feast,  could  take  no  part  therehi.  He  had  discovered 
to  an  inquisitive  courtier  Hartmuth's  name  and  oondition,  from  whom  the  counts  liegemen 
were  made  acquainted  with  every  oircumstanoe.  Veit's  fury  had  so  ungently  thrown  him  on 
the  pavement,  that  all  feared  his  shook  and  battered  brains  could  never  be  so  replaced  and 
healed  as  to  enable  him  to  make  another  rhyme. 


CHAPTER    If. 
Tbr  fame  of  Hartmuth's  marriage  soon  souodad  to  Anglaw. 

Ida  became  a  fiend  at  this  news.  Proud,  aa  were  ever  traced  in  any  female  bosom,  were 
the  haughty  lineaments  of  her  fancy,  and  she  had  only  loved  the  count,  through  bim  la 
become  a  oountess,    Aest  and  convenience,  even  ricbei  and  bwoR^,  ^lo^^  lioA  >da:«^  ^m^vt 
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ficed  to  her  pride;  and  now  td  we  hcrtelf  biAed,  a  plebeian  tnbftifoted  in  her  place;  tills 
^iras  so  revolUng  to  her,  that  she  swore  to  take  the  most  dreadful  revenge  on  the  count  and 
his  wife,  and  from  this  moment  to  cease  to  be  a  woman. 

"  You  see*  unclet**  she  exclaimed  to  Lefd  Gettfrled  as  she  met  hhn  retomhig  from  the 
chase,  "  yon  see  what  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  your  boasted  knowledge  of  mankind,  J0a 
see  what  it  is  to  take  the  features  of  the  countenance  for  the  interpreters  of  the  heart."  . 
•*  What  has  made  you  so  eloquent  to-day,  niece  ?**  asked  GottlHed  cbldty. 
•*  Can  also  open,  large  blue  eyes,  that  seldom  repMly  lam  i^beut,  eipress  anything  bttt 
faithfbl  love  and  constan<qr  ?  Has  the  proud  eag)e*s  nose  ever  adorned  the  countenance  cf  a 
mn  who  has  broken  his  word  ?    No,  never  r 

Gott.  To  what  purpose  is  all  this  ?    Is  perlMipB  the  Intendsttt  cf  Laneben,  with  Idi  crooked 
nose,  become  a  knave? 

Ida.  Never  oan  a  man  with  a  deep,  tns  tv€t  stewiy  ^iee,  tell  alie.    Delightfcl  1    St^ 
ceDent 

Gottfried  turned  quickly  round  and  said : 

•«  I  wOl  return  instantly  to  the  Lauchner  forest ;  the  heiwlln(f  cTwelyei,  the  niriBg|.'orb6ai«^ 
would  I  sooner  hear  than  the  repronehes  of  wosaeft.** 

**  But  you  shall  remain,"  screaiMd  Ua,  drmwhq;  OettlHed  biek,  "to  revenge  the  lidlin«r 
cf  our  family." 

GctL  Who  has  injured  it  t 

Ida,  The  noble  Count  of  Heldenstein,  with  the  straightfiMrwnHMoellhig,  open,  \A^  fye«r 

with  the  ever  steady  voice,  with  the  eagle's  nose,  the 

Gott,  Niece,  if  you  C9ntinue  a  few  moments  longer  lO  Ibnd  end  tictettf,  I  shdl  be  dial 
Ida,  This  honourable  man  now  makei  a  citlzenfli  danghlcr  cf  Wbrtos*  a  eountess. 
OoiL  What? 

Ida,  A  plebeian  maid  will  be  the  Countess  of  HeldeasteiB,  iMleatfer  Macf  An|1kw  f 
ChiL  Win  be,  or  is  already' 
Ida,  Is  already. 

Gait  Then  so  must  she  remain. 
Ida,  .Then  so  ttinst  she  remain  I    Lump  cf  iee ! 
Goti,  What  is  already  done,  I  cannot  cainse  to  be  undone. 

Ida,  That  certainly  cannot  the  man  who  is  vaUant  only  agalMt  welvea  Md  bean,  thee  is 
milk  and  water  against  men. 

GotL  Niece,  I  wOl  return  to  the  chase  tiH  yon  are  more  cod. 

Ida*  That  you  shall  not!     Revenge  shall  yon  vow  to  ve  agahiit  Haltmvth  and  hit  plei> 
belan.    Has  he  not  given  me  his  word  of  knighthood,  did  he  not  give  ne  Ms  hand  upon  It, 
that  I  should  be  his  wife  ? 
GoiL  Hedid. 

Ida,  Has  he  not  publicly  at  Worms  declared  himself  my  lover,  wotn  my  oelevr,  dWMigd 
himself  and  his  arms  with  my  lacea  and  ribbons  ? 
GotL  Even  so. 

Ida.  Has  he  not  dishonoured  me.  even  ear  whole  moe^  by  deeerttegme? 
Goa.  Alas! 

Ida,  Is  not  my  good  flune  oommlued  if  yon  are  silent? — No  answer  ?'-Then  t  will  ihriek 
into  your  ears,  that  yon  are  a  knight  l-4haft  it  is  yonr  duty  to  suffer  no  stain  in  our  Ideod. 

GotL  Niece,  first  must  this  arm  be  lamed  befcre  I  soiftr  a  stain  in  our  blood.     I  will  pub* 
lidy  accuse  the  count  before  all  Germany  as  a  ibrfeiter  of  his  word. 
Ida,  Ha  I    There  again  I  acknowledge  an  Avglawer. 

Gott,  I  wish  you  acknowledged  him  in  resignation,  yet  my  purpose  will  remain  immove- 
able: the  combat  for  life  and  death  shall  deelde  between  me  and  Hartmuth.     But  this  I 
observe  to  you,  one  of  us  falls  for  our  house,  not  for  yon,  Ida. 
He  departed  again  to  the  chase. 

Uu  WeU  and  good,  If  Hartmuth  bntleU^and  the  plebeiaB  Mdd  grieves  herself  te  deatb 
•Bushier, 
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CHAPTER    III. 

Av  Wotub  joy  wat  at  Hs  tttmmit,  espedaUy  when  Elsemuth  discoTtred  to  ker  Ikthert  Ihit  it 
4he  eouBt  who  had  torn  him  from  the  Ul-naage  of  the  guard  at  the  tonmament. 
Difficult  only  was  it  to  persuade  the  okl  man  to  lay  down  his  trade  and  lift  ititk  tbft 


**Mniat  f*  said  he,  ^  w9l  your  vassals  say  to  it  ?  Shall  I  drfaik  oat  of  the  same  muf^  iitlli 
thee  ?  And  I  say,  with  every  man  with  whom  I  have  intercourse  I  must,  as  formerly*  drink  out 
of  the  same  mag  before  1  can  say  a  word  to  him,  or  speak  to  any  purpose.  ** 

Hartrauth's  reply  that  every  one  of  his  vassals  would  honour  him  as  the  lather  of  their 
fiego  lord,  determined  him  not ;  but  brother  Erdman  was  better  acquainted  with  kiis  fiUhOl^a 
iveak  side,  and  persuaded  him  thereto. 

Veit  resigned  the  smithy  to  one  of  his  servants,  yet  with  the  proviso  he  should  be  again 
atasler  of  all  as  soon  as  he  thought  proper  to  return  to  it.  Immediately  after  they  all  d^ 
parted  for  the  castle  of  Hohenaw.  Scarce  had  Ida  become  acquainted  with  their  arrival^ 
than  she  tormented  her  uncle  anew  to  take  revenge  on  Hartmuth. 

Gottfried  did  what  as  a  knight  he  was  obliged  to  do ;  he  proceeded  to  the  eamp  of  the 
Emperor  Otto  the  Fourth,  and  complained  to  him  against  Hartmuth,  as  a  breaker  of  hb 
word  ;  for  that  he,  without  the  smallest  reason,  except  his  lovc'tblly  for  a  low-bom  maid,  had 
dbhoaoured  a  lady  of  the  ancient  race  of  Anglaw,  had  not  kept  his  promised  word  to  her, 
and  abandoned  her  to  the  doubtfhl  sentence  of  a  misjudging  world. 

The  emperor  ordered  the  count  to  appear  at  court  on  a  certain  day,  to  answer  the  acooift* 
tion  brought  a^atnst  him. 

The  count,  it  is  true,  unwillingly  separated  even  for  a  single  day  from  his  belored  bride  ; 
bttt  honour  called  htm ;  the  preservation  of  his  good  fame  demanded  it,  and  he  would  havo 
attended  its  summons  to  the  very  end  of  the  earth. 

He  had  suspected  that  this  accusation  would  come  from  Ida,  and  his  subterfhge  was,  that 
not  he,  but  Gottfried,  had  given  the  promise ;  Oottfned  had  laid  his  hand  in  Ida*s  tiand ;  that 
this  promise  was  constrained,  and  that  man  was  not  obliged  to  (hlfil  a  forced  vow. 

On  both  sides  was  justice,  on  both  injustice.  In  our  times  this  would  have  opcasioned  a 
lawsuit  for  years  ;  but  in  those  days,  when  even  this  question  of  justice,  '*  If  the  children  of  a 
lOB,  who  died  before  his  father,  could  inherit  with  his  father's  brothers,"  was  decided  by  the 
•word,  if  the  victory  was  on  the  side  of  the  combatants  appomted  for  the  children,  the  law 
4M4Blned  that  these  children  should  afterwards  have  a  share  in  the  heritage  of  the  grandfiither* 

In  those  times  the  judges*  sentence  was  in  every  doubtful  case — **  God  must  himself  decide 
in  the  tribunal  of  the  sword.** 

This  was  what  Ida  wished  and  Hartmuth  dreaded.  Not  that  he  was  convinced  that 
Josiieo  lay  not  on  hts  side,  and  that  God  would  not  give  the  victory  to  his  arm,  but  that  he 
fheold  be  obliged  to  draw  his  sword  against  Gottfried,  against  his  friend  and  brother  in  arm^ 
by  whose  side  he  had  fonght  in  so  many  victories.  But  honour  commanded  the  contest,  it  it 
trne»  with  the  opposition  of  his  good  heart ;  this  only  he  entreated  and  obtained  of  the  em<« 
peror,  that  the  combat  should  take  place  the  next  day,  that  fame  might  not  have  an 
appstliHiHy  of  carryhig  a  fhlse  aooonnt  to  Hohenaw  before  he  could  contradict  it  by  his 
preienee. 

CHAPTER    IV. 
Thb  day  broke. 

The  camp  fortress  was  on  a  plain,  bordered  and  surrounded  with  a  trettls.  On  an  elevated 
spot  stood  the  throne  of  the  emperor ;  near  it  the  seat  of  the  judge  of  the  combat.  Before 
tbia  aeat  was, fixed  an  aprighi. lance,  on  which  bung  a  sword  and  shield,  and  by  which  laj  a 
willow  wand.  The  assessors  of  the  tribunal  of  the  sword  were  seated  around  on  low  benches. 
Two  superintendents  guarded  the  entrance  of  the  trellis  with  crossed  lances.  Not  fax  (rom 
them  stood  a  bier,  to  denote  it  conceined  a  combat  of  life  and  daatfu 
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Hartmnth  and  Gottfried,  both  conpletaly  urmed,  now  returned  from  uHMt.  Befere  tfiej 
were  allowed  to  enter  the  trellb,  an  attendant  examined  their  arms  of  knighthood,  tail 
Marched  their  dothei,*  to  difcover  whether  they  had  concealed  any  magic  herba ;  and  the 
judge  of  the  combat  began  to  addreis  his  aaacstor^ 

**  You  old  experienced  heroes  of  the  combat,  instruct  me  how  I  am  to  hold  and  mahi 
tain  a  just  and  true  tribunal  of  the  sword,  after  the  manner  of  our  forelatben  and  asdeBt 
usaipe." 

ThM  oUkU  Aiueuor*  According  to  the  manners  of  our  forefathers  and  ancient  na^, 
•ball  you  open  a  free  tribunal  of  the  sword«  with  banns,  safe  conduet,  and  peaoelhl  oonao« 
latlon. 

Judgt.  Peace  I  beg  from  the  people ;  to  the  victor  I  promise  a  safe  eonduct  on  hb  retora 
to  his  home;  to  the  defiMted  an  honourable  burial.  The  tribunal  of  the  sword  is  now 
<^|)eiied.  Attendant,  say,  are  both  combatants  free  knights,  of  equal  birth,  and  amorid 
fellowship? 

AiUmiL  I  declare  in  this  free  and  public  tribunal  of  the  sword,  m  the  face  of  God  and  the 
emperor,  that  both  combatants  were  evidently  bom  true  knights,  and  to  these  anas  «f  dignity. 
If  ai^  one  knows  to  the  contrary,  let  him  now  speak,  or  afterwards  hold  hb  peace. 

Jmdffe,  Superintendents,  open  the  lists. 

The  superintendents  opened  the  lists,  and  the  combatants  entered ;  their  pages  bore  after 
them  their  swords  and  hurlibata. 

Judgt,  Herald,  do  your  office. 

JBtraii  (io  Omul  Hartmutk),  In  the  name  of  God  and  the  emperor,  and  in  the  manner 
and  usage  of  the  tribunal  of  the  sword,  say  on»  who  you  are,  why  you  here  appear  in  this 
armed  attire,  against  whom  do  you  come,  and  wherein  your  difference  subsists.  Answer  tridy 
on  your  knightly  oath  and  knightly  honour,  and  then  heaven  guard  you  and  your  valour.— 
JSpeak,  speak,  speak ! 

Hmrt  Hartmnth  of  Heldenslein  is  my  name ;  knight,  count,  and  banner  lord  am  I ;  aad 
an  esche\-ined  and  free  man.  Against  Gottfried  of  Anglaw  I  appear  with'sword  and  hnriibnt, 
to  maintain  that  he  is  an  infamous  liar,  who  has  yildy  calumniated  me,  by  saying  I  have 
Jbroken  my  word  to  his  niece  Ida  of  Anglaw,  when  it  was  not  I,  but  himself,  that  gave  it  to 
her.     So  truly  as  my  cause  is  just,  protect  ase  heaven. 

In  equally  loud^ounding  words  the  herald  then  addressed  Lord  Gottfried  ef  Anglaw,  who 
•alao  rqilied : — 

**  Gottfried  of  Anglaw  am  I  named,  knight,  banner  lord,  and  an  esehevined  free  man ; 
ifainst  Hartmnth  of  Heldenstein  I  am  come,  with  sword  and  hurlibat  to  prove  that  he  hat 
broken  his  faith  to  my  niece,  and  has  thereby  sullied  her  good  name ;  that  be  was  silent  when 
1 9p6ke  bis  consent ;  that  he  drew  not  back  his  hand  when  I  laid  it  in  the  hand  of  Ida ;  that 
be  silently  gave  his  word  of  knighthood,  which  he  has  so  ignobly,  and  unlike  a  knight,  broken. 
As  truly  as  my  cause  is  just,  aid  me  God  and  my  arm.** 

MarakL  Knight  Hartmuth,  Count  of.  Heldenstein,  Knight  Gottfried  of  Anglaw,  eas  yM 
fwear  a  heavy  and  deadly  oath,  that  you  have  neitber  aMde  use  of  enchanted  herfas^  aantancaib 
charms,  forms  of  ooi\juratkNi«  and  amulets;  neither  signs  of  exorcisiag,  cenoealed  or  apparent, 
nor  will  make  use  of  them,  without  craft  or  hasaid  than  hoasan  nndersfandiag  may  faivant?  So 
lay  your  fore-fingers  on  the  cross  of  this  sword,  and  awear,  swear,  swear  1 

**  We  swear  T  they  said  both,  and  laid  their  fete-ingers  on  the  sword,  which  tka  i«p«i»> 
tendent  held  out  to  them. 

Judge.  Place  the  oolBn  in  the  middle  of  the  endosnre,  and  give  to  the  cowbatanfi  nqwl 
sun,  light,  and  air. 

It  was  done. 
)     Jmdge.  Combatants,  take  ynor  swords. 
'     And  they  took  their  awards  frees  the  pages. 

Jfnlg^  Yon  old,  experienced  heroea  of  the  combat,  teferw  aae  whether  ti^b  fc  a  jnst 
tribunal  ef  combat  asaintained  and  holden  after  the  manner  of  ew  fBreflathers  wmi  wmdml 
vaige.    Ta  reeord  which  let  the  most  ancient  throw  Iris  gauntlet  on  dM  graond. 

Between  the  ooasbatants  the  asost  ancient  threw  his  gaoatlet  en  the  graond.  TkmhmM 
aedded^  and  the  tnnnpetcrs  thriee  senndei  their  tfvmpeta. 
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HerM  \  SQonee !  Ho  1  In  the  name  «if  God  and  the  emperor,  I  command  Irfleaoe  hi 
wordfl  and  worka  1    Let  no  ooe  interrupt  the  aombatanti. 

•/iM^  Superintendent,  take  np  the  willow  wand,  and  itrikethriee  on- tbolaneew  At  the 
tbtod  stroke  let  the  summoned  Heldenatem  give  the  fint  blow.  God  give  tbe^Hetory  to  hhn 
who  has  the  right 

«*  God  give  the  viotorf  to  him  who  has  the  right,**  re*echoed  the  stirroundhig  multitude 
and  the  superintendent  gave  the  first  stroke  with  the  willow  wand  on  the  lance.  A  death*llke 
sUenee  reigned  around,  broken  only  by  tlie  load  breathing  of  the  people.  lie  stmck  the 
seoond  time,  and  the  crowd  pressing  still  ckMer  to  the  trellis,  stood  on  tiptoe  to  see  over  each 
other's  heads.  Now  the  third  time ;  and,  as  a  stroke  from  a  fiash  of  lightning,  Hartmuth'ft 
sword  dashed  over  Gottfried's  helmet  down  the  right  arm,  that  the  neck-piece  broke,  and 
the  arm  was  wounded.  <jottfried  gave  way  about  the  broadth  of  a  Ibot,  and  aimed  a  blow  at 
Hartmnth^  head,  which  the  latter  intercepted  with  his  shield,  made  a  sfile-spring,  and  hit  the 
Anglawer  under  the  left  arm  with  his  sword,  so  that  the  joint  crushed,  and  blood  streaoied 
down  his  armour. 

**  It  is  enongh  T  cried  Hartmuth. 

The  people  shouted,  for  the  young  knight  was  more  esteemed  by  them  than  the  old  one. 
But  Ida  lamented  and  wept  aloud. 

Lord  Hartmuth  committed  a  fault,  and  before  he  could  cover  himself  again  with  liis  shield, 
Gottfried's  sword  fell  with  such  force  on  the  left  side  of  his  breast,  that  a  deep  deft  appeared 
in  the  breast-plate,  and  the  pure  blood  gushed  out. 

This  excited  Hartmath*s  wrath ;  he  raised  his  sword  on  high,  and  thrust  it  half  way  up  in 
Gottfried's  neck  joint,  between  the  left  shoulder  and  the  lielmet  cape. 

Gottfried  fell. 

The  people  shouted  Hartmuth's  victory,  and  the  judge  acknowledged  his  innooenee. 

Ida  rushed  firom  her  seat,  tore  her  hair,  and  with  bitter  imprecations  forced  away  Harf- 
moth,  who  was  unfastening  Gottfried's  helmet,  and  ptessed  a  kiss  of  deep  despah*  on  Gottfried's 
pnleKps. 

**  I  forgive  you  1"  he  said  softly,  and  died. 

Hb  pages  lakl  his  pale  corpse  on  the  bier ;  others  drew  away  Ida,  who,  deprived  of  all 
recollection,  k  issed  her  uncle's  dead  hand,  and  conducted  her  to  the  inn. 

Hartmuth  stood  fixed  with  astonishment ;  he  glanced  with  scorn  on  the  ludge  when  he 
declared  him  innocent,  and,  amidst  the  triumphant  shouts  of  the  multitude,  he  groaned  a 
enrse  on  his  fate.  Attich  consoled  him  as  well  as  it  was  in  his  power,  and  persuaded  Mm  to 
Tetnra  even  the  same  day  to  Hohenaw. 


CHAPTER   V. 

Tbi  report  of  the  combat  between  Gottfried  and  Hartmuth  had  arrived  at  Hoheuaw  belbro 
them  so  chequered  and  changed,  as  it  generally  is  when  it  is  one  day  old. 

•*  Gottfried  had  fallen  under  the  sword  of  Hartmuth,"  so  was  the  story  whispered  from  ear 
to  ear:  and  **that  Hartmuth  had  been  assassinated  on  his  way  home."  This  tale  rolled 
from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  Increased  like  the  snow*ball  that  rolls  from  the  mountain  top,  till 
it  becomes  a  lavine,  and  overwhelms  herds  and  liottses. 

Thus  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the  commandant  of  the  castle  of  Hdhenaw,  with  also  the  report 
that  Ida  had  assembled  a  troop  of  two  hundred  horsemen,  who  were  marehing  against  the 
castle ;  some  would  have  it  that  they  had  already  seen  the  glitter  of  pikes  on  the  other  shle 
of  the  river. 

The  commandant  of  the  castle  now  made  preparations  Ibr  defteoe;  but  the  busy  eld  mut 
let  some  words  escape  in  the  presence  of  Elsenratb  about  the  death  of  the  count.  She 
■tarttd— shuddered  like  a  traveller  who  in  the  darkness  of  midnight,  wiandering  in  a  stTOnge 
Inseeure  path,  feds  hiinself  suddenly  held  fast  by  a  strong  arm ;  he  cannot  cry  for  help,  did  he 
even  know  it  was  only  a  few  paces  distant. 

She  went  to  her  father,  who  was  seated  at  his  dinner ;  he  shook  the  last  drop  ot  ^i>abj^ 
ftovk  a  pitcher  into  his  cnp,  and  said  fixed  and  ooid)y  »-» 
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Eliemoth  would  have  spoken,  wbeo  a  loud  Mitofy  — ouiiiwdi^ 

^  AtUck  briofs  the  dead  b«dy  of  bii  aMlir»  and  w  alrtMty  bifora  tlM  auth. ' ' 

Vdft  rate  tkwly,  aiOaadliis  daugblar^  bMid,  and  araoft  wUh  bar  to  ibe  wiadaar.  Tbif 
tpoke  not  a  word :  both  stood  stunned,  fiied  their  eyes  on  the  castle  gates,  lika  a^MS  whMi 
hsnm  bursts  into  flauMS,  vben  be  kaowsaU  awiiiancn  m  in  TtiD*  wlit  now  witb  fcHaanrma 
and  dry  eyes  looka  on  tba  vivid  fire,  nada  ao  indiiinrant  by  tba  IHgbt.  thai  be  nMiy  ba  anraiy 
<aben  for  an  loquisiiive  spaotator.  Tba  oastle  gates  opened,  and  Wolf  tpnag  In  with  jajini 
bark  and  high  cross  caperingi.    Then  arose  the  joyaus  ibottta  U  tba  aarvantt  :— 

«« He  lives!  bel&vear 

And  now  Ebemutb  beheld  her  husband  enter  tbo  gates,  xlding  by  tba  lida  of  AUinh.  Tba 
lilpU  tsansition  froa  agany  to  joy  prassad  her  to  the  enrtb  I  sba  latt  liM 

More  easily  and  rapidj^  ia  strength  and  raooUaction  raooveiod.  when  robbed  fiom  ns  byjay; 
than  by  the  excess  of  nuafbrtune.  Before  the  count  entered  the  chamber  Elsenmtb  iwvlvod^ 
and  ran  with  open  arms  to  meet  her  husband,  Brmly  locked  him  in  the  bonds  ef  lovi^  aa  if  abn 
would  enchain  anew  a  beloved  wanderer,  recalled  through  her  kisses  the  amile  baflli  agtin  to 
big  countenance,  that  oara  and  dark  forebodings  bad  before  folded  in  gleoasy  wrinUa*.  and 
wept  in  his  arms  the  tears  of  beneficent  joy. 

'^Then  God  has  given  you  to  us  again,"  began  Veit,  and  be  prassod  HartaNUbTs  InMd— 
**  You  that  we  supposed  dead,  whose  death  would  have  dragged  us  ail  to  the  gmvo  i  nnd  am 
murder  stains  your  conscience.*' 

"  Murder  T  screamed  Hartmutb.  and  turned  his  iaoe  from  bis  wife%  boaom  on  Veit.  T  No 
assassination,  father,  «tains  my  conscienee.'* 

VeU.  Yet  stiil  murder? 

HarL  Not  murder ;  arbttremeot  through  the  judgssent  of  God  in  tba  tribunal  of  the 
swoid ;  victory  to  them  who  have  the  right.  Till  now,  Elsemutb,  yon  were  only  mine  by  the 
blMsiBg  of  the  priest :  in  the  Tribunal  of  Bleed  God  said,  '*  i  led  you  to  Elsemntb." 

VeU,  And  the  possession  of  Elsemuth  has  cost  the  life  of  a  man  I  Count,  still  onoo  VOVOt 
what  has  taken  place  in  the  Tribunal  of  Blood  ? 

Mori,  There  fell  Gottfried  of  Anglaw  ^  vilely  calnmniatod  had  be  me»  as  if  I  bad  biokfln  my 
word  of  knighthood  to  his  niece. 

**  Murder  T*  stammered  Veit,  trembling  with  horror ;  then  raised  his  eyet  to  henvont  ns  if 
he  would  say,  '*  I  am  innocent  of  this  blood  f 

He  immediately  hastened  to  his  chamtter,  afterwards  to  Atiich,  made  him  saddle  a  boTMW 
and  rode  towards  Worms.  Before  he  set  off,  he  said,  "  Tell  your  knight,  Veit  Goldil^tnr 
goes  again  to  his  anvil ;  dry  bread  gained  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  delights  him  more  than 
your  dainties,  so  besprinkled  with  human  blood." 

Elsemuth  even  shuddered  when  she  learnt  that  she  had  been  the  innocent  cause  tnat 
Gottfried  had  bled  to  death  at  the  tribunal  of  the  sword  ;  but  much  easier  was  it  to  the  count 
to  convince  his  wife  of  the  lawfulness  of  such  a  legal  murder  than  old  Veit. 

In  Worms  the  old  man  related  the  dreadful  tale  to  all  his  acquaintance,  warned  them  ner^r 
to  give  their  daughters  to  a  knight,  who  must  murder  his  bosom  friend,  if  the  one  spoke  but 
a  Iblse  word,  or  the  other  did  not  rightly  understand  hinu  Soon  he  sent  his  horae  back  but 
fee  himself  was  not  to  be  moved  to  inhabit  again  the  castle  of  the  knighu 


CHAPTER    VI. 

HiaTiiVTH's  wound  healed ;  the  wound  in  his  conseienoe  festered  still. 

The  affection  of  his  wife,  her  restless  endeavours  to  accomplish  all  for  which  she  read  the 
«oal  learet  wish  in  bis  soul,  tournaments  that  he  gave  to  his  vassals,  soon  lulled  to  sleep  the 
Uionghta  on  Gottfried'k  death,— on  Ida's  revenge. 

Ida,  alter  the  death  of  ber  uncle,  Kved  in  her  castle  like  a  female  anchorite.  But  Hart, 
ninth's  oonscience  deeed,  never  wholly  slept.  The  day  that  he  looked  forward  tb  wHh  sadl 
desire,  the  day  that  Elsemuth  was  to  bring  him  the  pledge  of  her'chaste  embraces — when  be 
wat  to  beeotte  n  father  arrived^and  Blsemnth  bore  a  dead  son. 

Tbb  ton  open  the  wound  made  by  GoHfiM^i  death  i  load  roared  Ms  conscieBce   ^  Thb 
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]p<flM  ponldiaeBt  of  hMvtn ;  withcmt  ehBdm  moit  yoii  rtiMii,  kn  jm  lUnr  yma  Minl^ 

eUldless  most  die  the  marderer  of  his  friend ;  no  one  shall  close  his  eyes,  no  one  Wf  bvtr  fal^'- 
tofeib, « He  dkd  fiir  as  too  soon  r  " 

Gloomy,  lost  in  thought  and  peevish  he  became }  the  fJiMe  tliet  he  fMrmerly  fhllowed  but 
aeidoiD,  now  oecnpied  him  the  ft  hole  day  long*  He  killed  eel  the  beesti*  he  riowty  toftwed 
ttaem;  the  more  blood  thai  iloifed,  the  men  laoeittiMdbeegtfUiysrfiuiidltld^  the  better  pleaoed 
WMhe.  When  with  the  night  he  letoraedto  hteeaitle^alM  hisa^wattovriiedat  Ihe  Ueod- 
beipriakled  woodman,  and  withdrew  from  Mi  embracei^  he  hMngbed  kk  doruioDi  and  MMMia 
Attldl  talate  wbieh  bear  had  the  loftgest  stmggl*  with  death,  wfaMe  throat  bad  the  moel 
benibly  rattled. 

Ever  dearer  became  to  him  Wolf,  who  now  never  moved  freai  Ml  maatar^i  side  in  th# 
chase,  and  ventured  on  the  most  fbrlona  wild  beaitt. 

Ofte»bad  Bltemath  raffident  power  oiper  him  to  detidn  Mm  at  henM'ftoitt  the  abase}  but 
then  she  was  obliged  to  make  use  of  all  her  toft  female  prattle  and  caroMia  to  ealm  him  i  aai* 
yat  thii  serMOty  disappeared,  Kike  the  shooting  of  a  sUr.  Aaked  abe  ■  Mm  i^<*  What  wna  Ihe 
matter,  whether  she  had  offended  him?"  He  ever  answered  her:—'*  You  are  an  abffli  bMi 
I-^  and'  be  immediately  mihed  from  her,  threw  Mmsalf  on  Ms  bovte^  and  Hew  to  tftewtoda. 
Saldom  now  then  Elsemuth  asked  him,  for  tblt  ever  drove  him  hom  bar  aiam 

Diestel's  drees  bad  sometimes  soothed  Mm ;  but  the  lattar^a  beaa  and  dMrnoenraMe  eonlnct 
aoon  after  the  death  of  Gottfried,  had  barred  the  castle  gates  against  Mm.  Hartantb  pPMdaad 
hiakia  yearly  pension ;  this  was' to  Mm  like  a  lepfons  pilgrim  arrived  at  the  lepar  booae. 

Oftener  now  than  before  Hartir.uth  gave  tilts  and  toumameoti^  timy  dhrerted  Mm  the 
longest. 

At  one  of  thete  games,  at  which  a  strange  knight  waa  present,  wai  it  that  Hbrtmnth't 
wound  became  the  more  dangerous. 
I        Against  the  count  he  ran  so  unfortunately,  that  the  latter  was  obliged  to  let  go  the  bridle 
and  strike  his  hands  together  over  his  helmet ;  the  count  kmked  op  at  hlaai 

Over  the  plume  that  waved  on  his  helmet  rose  prominent  a  lion,  with  a  falcon  la  Ms  Moody 
]mws,  fonnerly  the  helmet  crest  of  Gottfried  of  Angiaw.  This  sight  forangbt  GottfHed^  fbte 
again  with  such  animation  to  the  count>i  recolleotion,  that  he  forgot  all  aronnd  hMh  and  at  the- 
second  ride  he  was  so  ungently  goaded  by  the  stranger's  black  horse,  that  every  one  feand  for 
hie  life* 

*'  Who  are  you  ?"  he  was  still  able  to  say  with  a  trembHag  voloeu 

**  Gottfried  of  Anglaw,*'  replied  the  stranger)  turned  round  his  bone,  aad  rode  away  with 
the  greatest  speed. 

The  ODont  wu  shaken  to  the  very  soul ;  he  suspected  it  was  Gottfried*!  ghost  risen  op^ 
agalatt  Mm,  when  Attieh  immediately  asserted  that  the  stranger  had  galloped  on  the  path 
towards  Anglaw,  and  had  not  yet  come  out  from  the  roeky  cleft  on  the  other  side  of  the 
eastle. 

And  Attieh  was  right ;  the  stranger  was  a  present  suitor  to  Ida,  that  in  the  tournament 
prepared  himself  for  the  serious  combat  with  Hartmutb,  and  there  to  discover  his  weakest 
defence. 

Bnt  the  eonnt  conceived  Attich*s  assertion  invented,  and  firom  tMs  day  he  beGanQO  still 
xaore  dejected,  and  even  harsh  towards  ElsemnUu 

For,  as  he  one  day  returned  home  from  the  chase,  and  his  wife  would  not  embraoe  him 
before  he  had  takoa  off  his  blood-besprinkled  clothes,  he  exclaimed  to  her,'—**  Do  you  still 
then  look  on  me  as  when  the  blood  of  the  Anglawer  discoloared  my  armour  ?** 

Bnt  scaroe  had  he  uttered  them  than  he  repented  of  these  words,  threw  himself  at  the  feet 
of  Elsemuth,  and  swore  he  wo^jld  never  come  in  her  sight  agahi  till  she  foraave  aad  forgot,  or 
oMy  wept  a  tear  at  his  barbarity. 

Often  would  he  sit  for  whole  houia  holding  his  wife  firmly  and  wildly  upon  Ms  knee,  till  at 
hat  tears  would  drop  from  Elsemoth's  eyei,  then  be  began  :•«•"  One  of  those  tears  ooqUI 
CKtinguish  the  flames  of  hell,  and  yet  they  are  but  oil  to  the  6re  that  Imms  within  sse  I  WifoJ 
iWaet  wife !  I  have  made  yon  unhappy,  batre  torn  thee  than  the  eontented  calm,  the  vlalet 
iiHatlity-- and  now  eaanet  I  for  oooe  return  thee  sadla  for  saaile." 

IsJic  Say  not  »o,  my  lord  and  husband ;  I  iWaar  to  bear  with  thee  both  joy  and  iorroWt 
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aid  wookl  wiUfaigly  UdM  from  thee  th«  bnrUMB  that  oppreim  thee,  would  yo«  but  opoa  to 
myonrfatart. 

HarL  And  rob  me  of  the  only  conioUtion  dear  to  me !  Seek  aot  Aurtber ;  know  then,  that 
I  etiU  ever  find  in  your  lore  abappinew  in  my  deitiny. 

Eb$»  And  yet  yon  reatrabi  me  from  ihowing  yon  the  duty  of  a  wile.  Not  only  a  blaek 
iiuitafy  laddeaaymirdayi,  but  even  your  tle^  has  been  for  tome  tbaetbe  sleep  of  a  peraoB  fa 
aliver.  Tbe  hut  nigfat»  my  Hartmntb,  yon  dreadfaUy  alarmed  me.  I  bad  tbrown  my  arm 
round  your  neck,  your  beadreated  on  my  boaom,  my  kimes  had  luUed  you  into  a  aweet  alaep; 
inddenly  you  ftarted,  even  before  dumber  had  dried  tbe  teara  from  my  eyes,  tore  my  armfroni 
your  neck,  raised  me  up  with  your  strong  right  band :  "  Impotent  Gottfried  !**  you  fiirlaJmri 
draadlbUy,  **  heboid  you  oaa  do  nothing  1*' 

Hart  I  mentioned  not  that  name  l--How  oould  I  mention  it  ? 

Elte,  You  did  mention  it ;  flung  away  my  arm  ao  violently,  that  arm  that  ao  tendbriy 
pressed  thee  to  tbe  heart  of  the  most  faithful  of  wives. 

Mart,  O  wffe^  wife  {  bad  I  not  slain  the  Anglawer»  what  would  have  been  wanting  to  my 
happiness? 

JSkt.  You  said  he  iell  justly,  said  that  over  the  Tribunal  of  Blood  waves  the  band  of  God, 
that  no  blow  of  the-sword  mortally  wounds  the  innocent 

JSofL  Who  threw  me  ktely  from  my  horse?  Ah,  the  Anglawer's  spirit !  Still  a  BUmdy 
Tribunal  stands  before  me. 

Elae.  Dreamer !  Never  yet  did  a  spirit  appear  by  day  in  knightly  armour.  '  On  Ida  is  Um 
guilt  of  blood,  she  persuaded  her  uncle  to  the  combat. 

Hart  He  forgave  her^wby  forgave  he  not  me  ? 

JSbe.  He  had  nothing  to  forgive  you;  did  you  not  fight  for  your  honour  as  a  knight  ? 

Hart  Why  forgave  he  not  me?    When  will  your  brother  pay  us  a  visit? 
'   JS&e.  I  expect  him  daily. 

Hart  All  have  now  deserted  me  I 

£k$.  All? 

Hart  I  deserve  your  reproof:  wife,  come  to  my  lips.  Thy  caresses,  thy  sweet  kisses,  are 
the  balsam  that  akme  secures  my  heart  from  the  gangrene. 

Thus  it  went  on  daily. 

Elsemuth  was  able  by  her  kisses  to  baoith  the  evil  spirit  from  the  count,  but  no  sooner 
was  be  alone  than  his  thoughts  returned  to  the  Anglawers. 

Scarce  did  he  lall  asleep  when  the  picture  of  the  Bloody  Tribunal  appeared  to  bim  in  a 
dream.  Gottfried  for  ever  rose  up  after  tbe  last  blow,  and  the  combat  began  anew ;  till  Ida 
fushed  in  between  them,  tore  oiT  her  veil  and  threw  it  upon  the  ground ;  the  count  get  en- 
tangled in  it  with  bis  spurs  and  fell,  and  a  loud  shout  of  laughter  disturbed  him  from  his  sleopi. 

Scarce  dosed  he  his  eyes  again,  when  the  dream  haunted  him  anew. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

SoMK  days  passed  away,  the  count's  qualms  of  consoienee  became  more  agonising;  he 
could  not  remain  alone,  for  then  Gottfried's  spirit  appeared  in  various  forms  to  bis  misfortune- 
brooding  imagination. 

At  last  brother  Erdman  arrived  at  Hohenaw  to  take  leave  of  his  sister  and  brother-in*law. 

An  inordinate  passion  for  greatness  and  fame  misled  the  proud  monk  to  beoome  the  inati* 
gator  and  companion  in  bold  enterprises,  so  as  to  give  posterity  a  remarkable  and  dreadful 
example  of  the  blind  obedience  of  the  human  race  to  the  will  of  the  priesthood. 

Pope  Innocent  the  Third  was  preaching  new  crusades,  though  a  hundred  and  thtity  years 
before  tbe  flower  of  the  Christian  warriors  had  been  sacrificed  in  the  western  land  to  tho 
tivords  of  the  Saraeens,  to  hunger  and  the  plague ;  this  terrified  those  that  remained,  and  but 
few  now  took  up  tbe  croas. 

Prom  France  and  Germany  there  assembled  fifty  thousand  children ;  priests  had  filled 
them  with  the  mad  conceit  that  God  woold  make  use  of  their  feeble  infoney  to  deliver  tiia 
l)oly  sepufohre  out  of  tho  hands  of  the  unhalievera.  *' 
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And  in  this  meritorious  action  of  leading  so  many  innocents  to  death  brother  Erdmaa  had 
■bo  a  share ;  he,  with  many  other  monks,  was  a  leader  of  this  bloody  sacrifice  to  bigotry. 

Naturally  then  did  he  advise  his  brother,  who  sought  for  diversion  of  mind,  and  desired  to 
find  it  in  willing  penance,  to  go  with  him  to  Palestine;  naturally  then  did  Hartmuth  foQow 
the  advice,  as  Erdman  said  to  him,— 

^  For  a  hundred  murders  would  he  find  absolution,  if  he  became  the  protector  of  these 
■liDors  on  their  march.** 

The  count  armed  himself,  and  most  of  his  vassals  resolved  to  accompany  him. 

To  the  iotendant  of  the  clobter  of  St  George,  which  stood  nl  the  foot  of  Hohenaw,  he  gavo 
the  guardianship  of  his  estates ;  should  he  not  return,  then  were  they,  after  the  decease  of 
Elaemuth,  to  fall  to  the  convent. 

The  entreaties  and  prayers  of  his  wife  to  detain  him  from  this  march,  were  spoken  to  the 
wind. 

**  God  wills  it,**  was  ever  his  answer.  **  Shall  I,  continually  tortured  by  consoienee,  pant 
through  life  under  the  burthen  of  my  sins,  and  embitter  every  joy  both  to  thee  and  me  ? 
Better  this  short,  willing  banishment,  than  to  carry  this  ever  bleeding  countenance  by  your 
ilde,  and  to  hope  for  peace  only  in  the  grave.** 

Elsemuth  was  now  for  the  second  time  delivered  of  a  dead  boy ;  this  drove  Hartmuth's 
madness  to  the  height  Sat  he  by  her  side,  his  gloomy  imagination  told  bun  he  had  brought  a 
eone  upon  her,  and  then  he  enraged  his  fury  in  the  woods. 

A  short  time  before  his  resolution  of  marching  to  Palestine,  a  wounded  bear  that  an  arrow, 
iaftead  of  transpiercing  the  heart,  had  only  hit  on  the  thigh,  tore  him  from  bis  horse.  The 
Takmr  of  Wolf  saved  his  master's  life ;  furiously  he  flew,  and  fore  away  the  paws  of  the  bear, 
which  had  already  clawed  hold  of  Hartmuth's  throat.  Attich  thrust  his  short  sword  into  the 
head  of  the  furious  beast. 
^  Grievously  wounded,^  Hartmuth  returned  to  his  castle.  Frantic  with  terror  was  Else- 
muth at  first,  but  she  afterwards  proved  to  him,  in  the  tedious  cure  of  his  wound,  w^at  a  gift 
Ood  bestows  on  man  when  he  gives  him  a  good  wife. 

Day  and  night  was  she  by  his  couch ;  did  he  sleep,  she  watched ;  when  he  awoke,  the 
comforted  him. 

Tbe  army  of  the  young  mart3rrs  now  proceeded  on  the  march,  led  by  superstition,  without 
Hartmuth,  as  fate  would  have  it,  towards  Palestine. 

Their  wish,  their  pass- word,  **  May  the  Redeemer  display  his  cross  to  us ! "  they  found  icon 
ftilfiUed. 

Hunger  and  fatigue  destroyed  most  of  the  children  on  the  mountains  ^f  Switzerland,  the 
remainder  sufifered  oppressive  servitude.  With  them  died  their  seducers,  unworthy  of  death 
in  the  company  of  such  innocents,  the  most  dreadlhl  sacrifice  that  ever  bled  on  the  altar  of 
mperstition* 


CHAPTER    VUI. 

With  a  sensation,  mixed  with  fear  and  hope,  from  joy  and  sadness,  Elsemuth  looked  for- 
word  to  tbe  recovery  of  her  beloved  husband. 

Still  he  remained  firm  in  his  resolution  to  march  to  Palestine ;  in  the  height  of  his  fever 
he  spoke  for  ever  of  it,  heard  Gottfried  say  to  him  he  should  be  appeased  when  he  had 
by  this  march  atoned  for  his  sins.  This  fever  became  so  domesticated  in  his  soul  that  do 
power  could  drive  it  out. 

As  he  recovered,  the  day  of  his  departure  was  fixed,-  his  vassals  were  sent  forward  to  wait 
for  him  on  his  way.  Attich  alone  was  to  accompany  him.  Yet  the  nearer  the  day  of  his 
Jonroey  approached,  the  more  melancholy  was  the  count :  secretly  he  wished  to  be  freed  from 
this  march,  and  to  be  able  to  appease  the  spirit  of  Gottfried  in  any  other  way. 

The  ideas,  such  as  he  had  never  before  thought,  trembled  through  his  soul ;  it  is  true 
they  disappeared  even  as  rapidly  as  the  vapour  that  rises  from  the  earth,  and  it  chased  away 
by  the  warm  beams  of  the  sun,  but  yet  they  left  tbe  seeds  of  others  behmd. 

Often,  when  the  6oiint  reclined  en  Elaem«th*f  boaom,  \m  tem  tii&A«i  ^ttirDL\a]k\i^\>M^uk 
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mid  he  wit>i  the  warmeit  kisses  called  her  hfs  most  falthftil  wife,  the  wordf  hovered  on  hb  ttpi— 
**  Bat  still  you  ore  a  woman  I" 

One  day  he  asked  his  consort,  as  he  was  wandering  with  her  in  a  grove, — *'  Elsemntb, 
what  is  it  that  resembles  this  slender  birch  that  gives  way  to  every  puff  of  wind  1'* 

"  Man's  firmness,**  answered  Elsemuth.     He  replied :  **  Woman's  love  t "         ' 

She  found  not  that  in  the  answer  which  Hartmnth  meant  by  the  words ;  bat  the  tense 
was  plain  enough  to  her,  as  the  count  on  another  day  gave  orders  to  two  noble  yoothii  who 
as  pages  were  by  him  instructed  In  knightly  exercises,  to  retnm  home  to  their  fiuhenf  eutlesy 
"  for  that  from  henceforth  few  knightly  exercises  would  be  practised  at  Hohenaw." 

The  day  of  departure  arrived.  Elsemuth  was  in  danger  of  weeping  heraelf  Ufaid ;  for  a 
long  time  the  tearful  moisture  dried  not  in  her  eyes.  lonumerable  were  the  (kreweO  Uhm 
and  pressures  of  the  hand,  the  hastenings  away  and  returning!,  the  eharges  and  admoiritioiiif 
words  of  oonsoUtion  and  promises,  the  sighs  and  prayers. 

A  bard  struggle  in  the  heart  of  the  count,  every  passion  In  arms  agalnt  die  other. 
Jealonsy  at  last  gained  the  victory. 

Atdch  wai  commanded  to  bring  Wolf  to  him ;  It  was  done.  *  You  know,  my  Elaenntii,* 
-^so  spoke  the  count,  often  interrupted  with  sobs  and  sighs— *' 3^00  know,  my  EiiemBthi  licnr 
dear  this  dog  is  to  me,  who  has  twice  saved  my  Hfe ;  thti  dog  I  confide  to  your  care,  and"^ 
lie  hesitated^"  notwithstanding  that  female£delity  is  harder  to  guard  than  this  beast,  yet  wU 
I  still  believe  that  you  have  preserved  your  faith  to  mCt  if  I  find  this  dog  again  at  my 
And  now  farewell  till  then ;  CottfHed*s  spirit  drives  me  from  you.**  . 

He  pressed  another  kiss  on  Elsemuth's  cold  lips ;  fointing  he  left  her  Id  tiie  armt  ef 
attendant,  mounted  his  horse,  and  galloped  away  with  Attich. 


CHAPTER   IX. 

Ida  had  ever  since  the  death  of  Gottfried  maintained  spies  amongst  the  domesttei  of  Rartaiatht. 
who  reported  to  her  all  that  passed  at  Hohenaw. 

Scarce  was  she  made  acquainted  with  tbe  count's  departure,  when  she  also  learnt  that  h» 
would  only  believe  his  wife's  fidelity  unblemished,  found  he  the  dog  again  at  his  retam  1  she 
raised  the  foundation  of  her  revenge  on  this  whim,  which  the  count  let  drop  in  the  feverish 
heat  of  his  sours  sickness. 

The  life  of  the  countess  she  could  not  injure  ;  the  fortress  of  Hohenaw  was  guarded  by  fliy 
tiled  domestics,  aU  well  known  to  the  count  by  their  vahmr  and  fidelity;  art  must  she  here 
employ  against  force. 

Ida's  spies  at  Hohenaw  received  an  order  to  steal  Wolf,  but  every  art  was  In  vain  to  decoy 
the  Countess  of  Heldenstein  from  the  castle  without  attendants.  It  was  the  same  as  robUng 
a  bear  of  her  young  before  her  own  eyes ;  it  was  to  be  expected  from  virtuous  Elsemuth,  that 
she  would  use  every  exertion  to  obey  even  the  caprices  of  her  beloved  husband ;  most  certain 
that  she  had  confided  the  guardianship  of  the  dog  to  two  tried,  old,  and  experienced  servants  ; 
but  age  and  experience  against  priestly  deceit  and  female  art  were  lost. 

One  of  Ida's  spies  was  Peter,  a  young  monk  firom  the  cloister  of  St  Corbinlan,  whose  loeky 
planet  had  led  him  to  Angtaw  soon  after  Gottfried  was  slain,  and  whom,  disguised  as  a  servant, 
she  sent  to  Hohenaw,  there  to  play  the  eavesdropper. 

Peter  had  for  some  time  observed  the  old  servants,  Benno  and  Killian,  Wolfs  guardians,  and 
discovered,  that  besides  a  warm  affection  for  gold  which  they  possessed  in  common  with  all  old 
men,  Benno  had  a  strong  bias  ;  for,  when  other  men  could  see  nothing,  from  the  interior  dis- 
position of  the  eyes  he  could  see. 

By  day  he  beheld  only  Wolf,  but  by  night  he  saw  ghosts.  The  other  servants  tailed  at 
him,  but  Peter  for  ever  strengthened  him  in  his  conceit  that  there  were  spirits ;  and  that 
chfidrcn  bom  on  a  Sunday  or  on  a  Good  Friday  could  see  them,  for  from  this  old  saw  alone 
had  Benno  obtained  the  faculty  of  seeing  spirits. 

Rinian*B  hobby-horse  was  not  ghosts,  but  he  possessed  the  whole  inheritance  of  his  father, 

a  medal,  rubbed  against  a  certain  piece  of  rilver,  for  which,  and  nlne-and-twenty  others^  Jodaa 

jnAfJbSr/ootf/eimtftfoowltli  hit  master.   By  (his  rubblAf^  it  had  attafaied  the  power,  that  the 


«m  wbo  carried  thk  Mfidal  ia  A  b^  iionld  bs  CDoakn  bf  AO  b« 
stroked  therewith. 

The  poetesiioB  ot  thii  medal  had  qnalified  old  KUUai^  above  aU  othen,  to  be  tbei^sardiaa 
«r  Wolf:  had  U  been  only  a  common  pieoe  of  white  monej^  the  man  must.believeilt  had  tlie 
power  to  help  him  to  an  office  obtained  by  gold,  fiat  it  was  no  golden  money ;  and  it  for 
•var  remains  ioezpUcable  whence  gold  attains  the  power  to  make  its  possessor  qualified  tof 
overy  office* 

Its  power*  it  is  true,  KiUian  had  never  tried,  bat  he  most  firmly  believed  therem,  br  it  had 
been  inherited  from  Cuther  to  son  for  many  years*  and  such  a  belief  at  all  times  makes  its  pee- 
aassor  happy.  Peter  condacted  himself  as  if  he  knew  nothing  of  this  property,  yet  ho 
ondeavonred  for  some  time  to  get  posaessioa  of  the  medal,  and  now  for  ever  followed  the  old 
K'^V",  as  a  fish  does  the  bait 

Xillian  woodcred  greatly  at  Peter's  continual  adherence  to  him,  but  the  latter  assuied  him 
n  secret  xlesire  drove  him  within  his  atmosphere,  and  that  he  followed  him  even  i^ainst  his 
win. 

This  conduct  made  a  deep  impression.  Bewitched  could  neither  Peter  nor  Killtan  be,  for 
both  made  a  cross ;  Peter  gave  out  tie  did  so,  KiUian  did  it  really,  on  the  most  trifling  action, 
psqred  a  paternoster,  and  called  on  their  protecting  saint. 

At  last  Rilllan  asked  if  Peter  had  not  perhaps  once  held  the  old  medal  in  ius  hand ;  this 
was  immediately  affirmed,  and  now  was  its  wonderful  power  in  diaining  both  men  and  beasts 
to  its  possessor  made  as  certain  as  if  it  had  been  bewitched* 

One  eveniog  Benoo  beheld  from  his  chamber  on  a  watch  tower,  beneath  an  old  pile  of 
stones  without  the  castle  gates,  a  faint  light  glimmering ;  Rillian  saw  it  not,  for  his  eyes  were 
older ;  also  Peter  saw  it  not,  for  he  would  not  see  it,  yet  had  one  of  his  colleagues  there  placed- 
the  light 

On  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  evening,  Benno  beheld  it  again ;  KilUan  now  discovered 
something  gUmmering.  At  last,  on  the  filth,'  sixth,  and  sevtnth  evening,  a  small  blue  flamo 
rase  out  of  the  earth ;  this  was  also  discerned  by  Peter  and  Killian. 

This,  according  to  Peter*8  interpretation,  was  a  certain  sign  that  a  treasure  lay  ihero 
buried. 

Violently  beat  the  two  old  men's  hearts  after  the  possession  of  this  treasure. 

**  It  would  be  of  great  service  to  us  T'  sighed  Benno. 

Pgier.  Of  service  as  long  as  our  spark  of  life  bums,  and  then  could  we  afterwards  lie 
peaceably  in  the  earth. 

Bema,  And  before  to  do  so  much  goodl 

PeUr,  Enjoy  costly  dainties* 

XUUan.  Inspect  and  count  the  golden  pence. 

Memo,  Hang  them  together,  and  then  wear  them  round  the  neck,  instead  of  a  gold  chain. 

KQBmiL  Folly !  I  would  not  carry  my  treasure  round  my  neck,  were  even  the  thieves  crafty 
enough  to  filch  it  from  my  house. 

JSbuio.  Fool !  would  you  then  leave  your  servants  at  home  when  you  went  out  a-walking  ? 

KtlUan,  Servants?  Burthen  myself  with  sluggards  ?  I  would  guard  what  was  mine  alone ; 
not  even  once  keep  a  dog ;  bark  would  I  so  dreadfully  in  the  night  time,  that  the  thieves  should 
snppose  the  most  furious  beast  guarded  my  property. 

JBamo.  Tou  old  curmudgeon  1  I  would  carry  my  share  of  the  treasure  in  my  belly  and  oa 
ny  body. 

£iUiam,  1  would  staple  mme  down. 

Aimo.  I  would  gormandizci  and  gloriously  enjoy  life  as  long  as  a  farthing  chinked  in 
the  bag. 

JCtttuia.  And  then  beg  before  my  door  when  yonr  half  was  devoured.  '  Go  further,  Benno,* 
would  I  soy ;  *  Killian  bestows  not  nmite  on  the  prodigal' 

Benno.  Then  would  I  bum  the  honse  over  yonr  head,  and  rout  you  with  the  golden  peace* 

JEStiian,    Away  with  yon,  you  old  drunkard. 

Peter,  Fools,  you  have  not  yet  got  the  treasitre» 

£Mt8fi.  Alas,  no  t 
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PtUr.  Raise  It  I  eoiild»  dUI  1  knaw  how  the  goblio  is  to  be  etordsed  that  guards  It;  yet 
the  hermit  in  Leucheo  forest  must  know— >to  him  will  I  go. 

**  Do  so !  do  BO  !**  cried  the  old  men,  and  Peter  immediatdy  departed. 

But  instead  of  going  to  the  anchorite,  he  hastened  to  Anglaw,  made  the  lady  acquainted 
with  the  good  success  ofjiis  trick,  and  requested  her  to  send  some  servants  about  midnight  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  blasted  oak,  to  seoore  Wolt 

To  the  two  treasure  hunters  he  brought  back  this  account : — **  That  to  raise  up  the  trea- ' 
sure,  it  required  no  more  than  the  presence  of  a  Kving  creature  that  did  good,  but  on  whom 
man  could  charge  no  weight  of  sin,  and  yet  it  went  not  to  heaven ;  that  might  be  excommu- 
nicated, yet  remain  safe  amongiit  men ;  and  if  it  even  had  done  a  good  deed,  yet  it  must  live  on 
bread  and  water.** 

This  was  a  riddle  to  the  old  men,  their  understandings  could  not  find  the  key ;  at  last 
Peter  advanced  the  idea,  if  perhaps  Wolf  was  not  meant  thereby ;  good  could  he  do,  yet  the 
irrational  beast  could  not  be  charged  with  sin ;  yet  even  as  little  was  heaven  open  to  him  for. 
all  the  good  he  might  do ;  excommunicated  he  might  be  as  a  dog,  yet  no  one  would  do  him 
harm ;  his  master's  preserver  had  he  been  twice,  and  yet  his  food  was  bread  and  water. 

This  the  monkish  rogue  knew  how  to  make  all  so  clear  to  the  old  men,  that  they  forget  all 
these  doubts ;  and  the  following  night  they  stole,  through  a  subterraneous  passage  known  ooily 
to  thediselves,  to  the  oak. 

Before  they  set  off,  Killian*s  medal  was  several  times  rubbed  on  Woirs  back  ;  and  now 
were  they  certain,  that  if  even  an  evil  sphrit  was  to  singe  the  cord  that  held  the  dog,  yet  he 
could  not  run  away  from  them. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  oak,  Ida's  servants  rushed  out,  clapped  pitch  plasters  over  the 
&ces  of  the  old  men,  and  led  away  Wolf  to  Anglaw ;  they  prevented  his  barkhigby  throwing 
him  pieces  of  sopped  bread. 

Ida's  joy  was  without  all  bounds.  Peter  received  as  a  reward  the  place  of  castle  steward, 
and  Benno  and  Killian  ended  their  days  in  a  subterraneons  cavern,  with  good  diet.  There 
could  Benno  admirably  exercise  his  powers  of  seeing  in  the  dark,  for  not  a  ray  of  light  lelf 
into  the  cellar ;  but  still  the  more  unpleasant  was  the  situation  to  Killian,  for  now  he  oonld 
make  no  experiments  with  his  miraculous  medaU 


CHAPTER    X. 

Tbb  loss  of  Wolf  dismayed  ail  the  inhabitants  of  Hohenaw.  Elsemuth,  who  feared  she  had 
lost  the  talisman  that  bound  her  to  Hartmuth's  affectioui  made  use  of  every  exertion  to  find 
him  again. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill,  crowned  by  the  fortress  of  Hohenaw,  where,  according  ta  the 
custom  of  those  days,  four  roads  crossed  each  other,  she  ordered  a  tent  to  be  pitched,  firmly 
resolved  to  beg  the  boon  of  every  knight  that  passed  by,  that  they  woubl  seek  for  Wol4  for 
she  durst  not  suffer  her  servants  to  quit  her,  without  being  exposed  to  Ida's  revenge. 

By  her  confessor,  whose  brother  formerly  alone  possessed  the  art  of  painting,  but  who 
believed  that  this  daughter  of  heaven  was  solely  ordained  to  copy  sacred  trifles  and  religiout 
relics,  she  caused  the  portrait  of  Wolf  to  be  painted,  and  this  picture  to  be  hung  on  the  teat. 

Ida  was  soon  made  acquainted  with  this ;  and  now  was  her  horrible  plan  of  revenge  ooofc- 
pleted,  whic)i  till  now  was  not  perfectly  formed. 

Afterwards  she  also  learnt  that  Count  Hartmuth  lay  five  days'  journey  beyond  Worms, 
wounded  by  a  full  from  his  horse,  and  that  he  was  not  yet  In  a  condition  to  pursue  his 
journey. 

With  the  hope  that  the  passiog>by  knights  would  willingly  attend  to  the  prayer  of  a  beau« 
tiful  woman,  and  which  they  were  commanded  to  by  their  duty  as  knights,  Elsemnth 
proceeded  to  the  tent. 

On  the  first  day  no  knight  made  bis  appearance  on  the  road. 

On  the  second,  about  sun-nse,  she  espied  a  knight  in  silver  armour,  powdered  with  golden 
fiames;  his  helmet  crest  was  a  naked  arm  with  a  golden  dagger;  the  device  in  his  shield,  a 
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bleeding  heart,  traaspiereed  by  an  anow.vrith  the  motto  "  BlaacKbg,  bttt  Ml  dead  r  Atten- 
tively  he  examined  the  tent,  when  Elsemuth  appeared  before  him,  larromided  by  her  guards 
and  attendant!,  and  thua  addressed  him  :— 

«*  Pardon,  noble  lord  and  knight,  if  I  arrest  your  speed.  Knights  listen  ever  willingly  to 
the  supplications  of  the  afflicted,  are  not  dioaf  to  prayers  of  a  sorrowfaig  woman ;  their  arms  as 
wOlingly  draw  the  sword  for  them  as  for  freedom  and  their  country.  But  blood  I  desire  not 
of  you,  not  a  blow  from  a  club  in  the  tribunal  of  the  sword,  not  the  breaking  of  a  lance.  But, 
because  ray  entreaty  may  be  insignificant  to  the  man  who  has  grown  bearded  or  grey  in  sword 
eombats  and  tournaments,  I  request  of  you,  before  I  make  known  to  you  my  solicitation,  your 
irord  that  you  will  grant  it.'' 

**  What  is  neither  against  Ood  nor  my  duty,**  replied  the  knight,  **  is  promised  to  yon,  fiur 
lady.** 

EUe,  Look  on  this  picture ;  you  behokl  Wolf  *s  portrait.  The  original  of  this  copy  was 
twice  my  lord  and  husband's  preserver  when  his  life  was  in  danger ;  therefore  he  loved  him  as 
a  man  loves  a  friend.  On  his  march  for  Palestine  he  confided  to  my  care  this  dog :  my  hap. 
ptness  depends  on  his  finding  him  again  on  his  return ;  and  away  he  is  gone,  run  away  or 
stolen.  That  you  will  be  careful  to  get  possession  of  him,  that  you  will  learn  where  he  is 
kept  confined,  and  discover  it  to  me,— this  is  my  prayer. 

You  will  know  him  amongst  a  hundred ;  this  picture  is  as  like  him  as  the  white  riband 
that  surrounds  his  fawn-coloured  neck :  equally  shared  on  each  side  his  belly  run  down  three 
ydkw  and  three  black  stripes ;  fawn-ooloured  the  one  half  his  feet,  the  other  white :  vfith 
this  white  star  on  his  forehead,  you  will  find  no  other  beast  so  marked.  You  start,  knight, 
and  are  silent ;  are  angry  with  me  perhaps,  that  I  require  so  insignificant  or  degrading  a  thing 
from  a  kifight. 

But,  sir  knight,  I  may  take  for  certain  that  you  love  a  noble  maid,  or  already  embrace  an 
amiable  wife ;  then  yon  are  certainly  acquainted  with  female  weakness  and  female  ideas,  know 
how  dearly  the  lover's  or  husband's  pledge  of  love  concerns  the  virgin  or  the  wife :  think  on 
her  tears,  her  grief,  when  she  is  deprived  of  it.  By  your  beloved  mistress,  by  your  faithful 
consort,  assist  me,  and  take  as  a  remembranoe  of  your  promise  this  scarf  from  the  wife  of  Hart-^ 
math  Count  of  Heldenstein.** 

The  knight  took  the  rich  scarC  fastened  it  round  his  left  arm,  and  said,— 

"  Noble  lady,  word  and  hand  to  yon,  that  I  fulfil  your  prayer.'* 

He  gave  his  hand  to  Elsemuth,  asked  the  name  of  the  dog,  then  rode  on. 

Three  days  Elsemuth  still  tarried  in  the  tent :  every  knight  that  came  that  way  she  stopped 
with  this  supplication ;  each  received  from  her  a  token  to  'remember  their  vow. 


CHAPTER    XI. 

Ida's  spies  had  brought  her  a  faithful  reporL     Hartmuth  really  lay  five  days'  journey  distant 
from  Worms,  in  consequence  of  a  severe  fidl  on  entering  the  ion  of  a  small  town. 

He  had  already  remained  there  two  days,  and  on  the  fourth  he  thought  of  continuing  his 
journey.  On  the  evening  of  the  third  day  there  arrived  at  the  same  inn  the  knight  with  the 
bleeding  heart,  and  another  who  bore  a  tiger  as  bis  device  on  his  shield,  and  resolved  there  to 
reit  one  day. 

Hartmuth  was  rejoiced  at  this,  that  the  eternal  sameness  might  be  somewhat  broken ; 
Attich,  still  more  at  a  circumstance  that  withheld  his  lord's  complaints. 

When  the  strangers  had  unarmed  themselves,  the  count  thought  he  knew  the  "  knight  of 
the  bleeding  heart  ;'•  yet  neither  he  nor  Attich  recollected  where  they  had  seen  him. 

His  handsome  noble  countenance,  on  which  pride  appeared  depicted  in  the  most  of  its 
features,  was  browned  by  the  heat  of  the  sun ;  and  his  Mm  cheeks,  and  still  red  scars,  evmced 
ke  was  no  stranger  to  grief^  sorrow,  and  danger. 

The  tiger  knight  was  an  aged  man,  of  a  sprightly  heart ;  he  spoke  much  and  willingly. 
After  supper  he  took  his  harp,  and  entertained  them  with  many  a  lively  song.  • 

Hart,  (to  the  tiger  knight.)  You  are  of  a  gay  and  Uve\y  ^spoavWw,  ViiV^x.* 


^  THB  BOMANCIf  T  AMD  ^OnOJUBTS  LIBRABT. 

l^erSmgkL  ghtirfd  tlie  iriie^cofrdiliiat  rf  Hit  BMne  <»•  ■wiBwini  i|p  ^  an 
)|nftkch  Ui€o  ilioiikl  I  be  itJMididy.  b«t  not  boiv.    WiOmit  wIm  etitfa  wtiUl  be  ML 

HarL  And  without  women ? 

TV^r  &ugkL  It  wonld  be  a  heaven.  Yon  ralkb  not  that  tfaerii,  Ugiit :  pwriiape  yon 
have  at  home  a  oooing  turtle^  and  whom  jron  alreadf  £Mr  may  betfij  yon ;  if  jnm  but  tidnk 
on  thii  idea,  then  L  an  old  warrior,  may  be  in  the  right  To  overy  d^  Gonei  evenisB^  eon 
eioepted;  and  have  yen  not  till  this  day  quitted  the  iMe  of  your  wife  ?  Then  lilt  with  you 
great  joy  in  heaven. 

HarL  MaiEe  me  a  aharer  in  your  experience:  woomb  mm  Mver  iierieetly  knew,  aa  th» 
proverb  says 

Tig€r  KmghL  And  says  wrong,  for  I  have  learot  them  thoraughty.  Then  listen ;  and  if 
you  find  truth  in  my  story,  then  drown  her  in  a  full  bumper  of  Rhenish  wine ;  for  nowhnt 
does  truth  dawn  more  foebly  than  amongst  women. 

Fifty  years  am  I  old,  and  I  lately  took  it  hito  my  head  to  get  married.  A  madder  tboi^iit 
certaialy  could  not  have  laid  hold  of  me ;  but  it  foil  upon  me,  and  I  went  on  with  it,  netsiitk* 
rtanding  all  that  esperienoe  said  against  it ;  but  I  could  no  longer  break  my  yooqg  horen 
under  my  spur,  as  in  my  thirtieth  year.  I  soon  found  a  young  and  lovely  wife ;  a  wovaa 
whose  virtues  our  love  poets  ever  compared  with  the  simplicity  of  the  dove,  the  innoecaoe^ 
the  kunb,  with  the  mildness  of  spriog,  and  to  snow-widle  purity.  Two  years  I  passed  with 
her  under  the  married  yoke,  and  during  the  time  gained  the  eaperienee>  that  doves  «re  even 
anityt  and  that  lambs  are  not  always  innocent ;  that  the  weather  in  spring  is  sometimes  roagli» 
and'snow  sometimes  dirty. 

^Now  to  become  aoquainted  in  what  esteem,  after  this  experience,  1  shouki  hoki  my  wife\a 
virtue,  1  weot  to  an  old  hermit,  of  whom  went  the  report,  that  he  and  destiny  played  under  4hn 
same  rooC  And  that  he  knew  before  what  the  other  of  Adam's  sons  iuiew  only  in  the  seqicL 
I  observed  to  him  my  apprehensions  that  my  wife  ought  net  so  respect  age  as  I  wished.  Instead 
of  answering,  he  gave  me  a  root  from  the  shrub  oalled  matrimony ;  I  was  to  let  her  iahe  it 
steeped  in  her  sleeping  draught,  and  was  I  what  I  so  unwfllingly  wished  to  be,  i  ahnuM 
become  changed  to  a  cockoa 

What  man  is  there  that  puts  not  implicit  confidence  in  priests  and  hermits?  What  wfll 
man  not  do  to  be  convinced  of  his  own  shame  ?  I  hurried  back  to  my  castle,  and  my  wife 
embraced  me  as  closely  as  now  this  doublet  embraces  my  body,  asked  the  reason  of  my 
journey;  but  I  was  secret  thereon.  This  made  her  more  curious;  she  pressed  me,  and 
stroked  my  rough  whiskers  with  iier  mossy  soft  hand,  kissed  my  wrinkled  Upsi  my  scarred 
cheeks,  knew  how  so  artfully  to  mingle  tears  with  smiles  that  I  (laugh  at  me,  yoo  that  weitt 
never  persuaded  by  a  wife's  tears,  a  wife's  kisses)  blabbed  out  the  purpose  of  my  journey,  and 
the  anchorite's  counsel.  At  first  reproaches  were  natural ;  but  soon  my  wife  laughed  at  the 
hermit  and  his  simplicity,  and  I  laughed  with  her.  She  herself  steeped  the  root,  shook  it  in  a 
cup,  showed  me  all  was  (air,  and  with  smiles  and  caresses  she  drank  it  off.  In  the  arms  of  my 
wanton  wife  I  soon  reeled  to  our  chaste  marriage-bed,  and  slept  little  that  night.  Elarly.nij 
good  spouse  got  up,  and  left  me  in  the  revi\!ng  embraces  of  a  morning  shimber,  and  h»  hm 
hours  returned  again  to  awaken  me :  scarce  bad  she  opened  the  bed  curtains,  when  a  large 
cuckoo  fluttered  against  her ;  but  ber  good  husband  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  Now  I  learpt 
what  a  faithful  wife  I  was  in  possession  of.  She  flew  about  the  chamber,  tore  her  hair,  bMt 
her  bosom,  and  for  ever  called  for  her  beloved  husband.  With  sighs  so  hot,  that  she  might 
have  warmed  the  coldest  steel,  she  exclaimed, — 

"  Oh,  my  dearest  lord  and  husband,  must  I  lose  you  on  account  of  the  little  Use  stepi  { 
Wherefore  did  I  not  withstand  Father  De<^ratias,  wherefore  not  the  Italian  Knight?** 


It 


O  iauMMcaee,  tbott  lawmtj  pasri! 
Ok,  what  a  dear  treaaore  tLoa  art  !** 


"  The  hermit  was  then  a  wise  man,"  cried  I,  and  ctept  from  under  the  bed-  ■** I  will 
immediately  go  to  him,  and  procure  the  root  of  matrimony  lar my  brothers  in  anm  *  awrt  ■■ 
there  is  an  end  of  the  story. 

Knight  wUkOmBUtdimgHmarL  It  la  possible  it  so  happened  to  yott;  hat  very  wimy  aC 
joa,  that  bj  ber  MMidaidyaa  mamwi  ail  other 
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Hart  True,  knight.    I  will  throw  my  gauntUt  to  them  that  deaj  that  yonr  wife  was  a 
foreigner. 

Tiger  Knight.  Well  and  good. 

X^hl  with  the  Bleeding  Heart.  Our  Gtrmao  women  are  a  pattern  of  good  mans^rt  and 
modesty ;  suspicion  even  makes  them  tremble :  an  example  we  met  with  on  our  road. 

Tiger  Kaigld.  Yes,  the  one  about  the  dog. 

Hart  How?    What? 

Tiger  KnighL  That  made  use  of  you,  to  seek  the  living  talismaai 

Hart.  How  was  the  dog  called  ? 

Tiger  KnighU  Would  you  trouble  yourself  about  him? 

J^iigU  with  the  BUediag  Heart    I  even  vowed  it  to  her,  and  sha  presented  me  with  her 
9ear(  as  a  remembrance  of  my  promise. 

Hart.  Her  scarf  to  you  ? — What  was  the  dog's  name  ? 

Xmght  with  tfie  Bleeding  Heart.  Wolf;  if  I  err  not 

Hart.  Knight,  your  wife  was  a  German !— Of  what  breed  was  the  dog  ? 

Mnigkt  with  the  Hleedimg  Heart.  .  A  gr^hound*  striped  with  yellow  and  black,  a  white 
yiband  round  the  neck,  a  white  heart  oa  the  forehead :  he  had  twice  aamd  his  master's  life. 

Hart.  Ha  1  ha !    Had  he  ? — Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  weman  ? 

Kiughi  with  the  Bleeding  Heart  She  called  kerself  the  wife  of  the  Coont  of  Heideniteia. 

HaH.  It  is  she  1    It  is  she! 

Ttger  Knight.  What  is  the  matter  with  you,  knight? 

Hart.  Yes,  your  wife  was  a  German  !     War  to  them  that  doubt  it  1 

Tiger  Knight  She  was  a  Von  Raubaeh. 

Knight  with  the  Bleeding  Heart  You  appear  to  take  an  interest  in  the  story  of  the 
Countess  of  Heldenstein. 

Hart  Well  may  I  take  an  interest  therein ;  she  is  the  wife  to  my  brother  in  anas.  When 
btr  lord  and  husband  marched  for  Palestine,  be  left  behind  with  her  this  dog. 

Kught  with  the  Bleeding  Heart  So  she  related  to  us,  and  even  what  the  count  then  taid  t 
**  Should  he  find  the  dog  in  his  return,  he  would  believe  be  should  also  find  soaething  again 
nrhich  is  more  difficult  to  g^ard  than  a  tame  domestic  animal.** 

Tiger  Knight  The  half-jesting  smile  thereat  became  her  well. 

Hdrt  She  smiled  thereat? 

J^iger  Knight  Laughed.  ' 

Mart.  Laughed  or  smiled,  it  is  sufficient :  she  is 

THger  Knight.  A  woman  t 

Knight  with  the  Bleeding  Heart.  For  that  reason,  not  in  that  sense  in  wiiich  you  take  the 
word.    Without  her  guilt  she  might  lose  the  dog. 

Tiger  Knight  Certainly  ;  but  also  with  her  fore-knewledge. 

Hart.  No,  knight  1    What  advantage  oould  she  gain  bj  that  ? 

jKji^^  wiih  the  Bleeding  Heart  The  only  advantage  perhaps ;  that  she  now  bad  a  right 
to  fix  a  tent  on  the  road,  and  to  season  her  solitude  by  the  sight  of  valiant  knights. 

Tiger  Knight  Or  to  get  rid  of  her  guards  by  sending  them  out  to  look  for  the  dog. 

Kjught  with  the  Bleeding  Heart.  Or  to  have  herself  an  excuse  fer  roving  about  the 
country. 

Tiger  Knight  Or 

Hart.  Or  I-*4>i  1— every  one  of  your  or  s  becomes  a  letter  from  the  name  of  my  brother  m 
arms  engraved  on  the  pillory. 

JOught  with  the  Bleeding  Heart  The  dog  might  have  been  stolen  Irom  her. 

Hart.  That  makes  me  even  tremble  for  my  oomrade  in  battle,  ^o  suffer  that  ta  be  stolen 
that  was  not  well  watched  by  her.  Must  not  that  be  stolen»  whose  gnardt  ait  rfriftPi  that 
6ver  become  traitors  to  us  ? 

Tiger  Knight  It  was  certainly  a  very  strange  whim  of  your  hMthar  in  «■«  to  ooaftfe  to 
Ids  frUc  what  was  so  valuable  to  him. 

Mart.  What  is  more  valuable  th  an  honest  man  than  the  |Hiritgr  af  hit  lineage; '  and  what 
lift  be  behind  in  the  hands  of  his  wife  ?  was  it  not  abeast  ? 
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Rtighi  with  lA«  BUidmg  Heart  Believe  tne,  knight,  it  is  of  consequence  to  her  to 
preierve  both  for  yonr  brother  in  arms:  she  therefore  purchased  mjr  assistance  by  thii 
Taluable  scarf,  that  now  so  magnificently  decorates  my  arm. 

HarL  That  scarf!  (to  himself.)  I  gave  it  to  her  on  her  last  buih-day !  now  she  gives  it  to 
a  lover  w!th  whom  she  made  an  acquaintance  on  the  public  road. 

Tiger  Knight,  What  would  she  not  give  to  you,  if  you  returned  back,  and  brought  with 
you  Wolf! 

Hart,  Nothbg  shall  she  give  to  you ;  that  shall  be  my  care.  Good  night,  noble  knights, 
in  the  morning  we  shall  see  each  other  again. 

He  was  conducted  to  his  chamber  by  Attich. 

*'  The  spark  hangs  over  tbder !"  said  Ida,  for  she  was  the  knight  with  the  bleeding  heart, 
to  the  tiger  knight,  with  whom  she  had  concerted  the  parts  they  were  to  play :  what  be  nld, 
Ida  said  throu^  him. 

Ttger  Knight.  Soon  will  the  flame  blaze  up. 

Ida,  You  swept  up  the  Are  from  a  distance  by  your  satirical  conversation  against  us  women, 
and  I  poured  oil  upon  the  flame  by  my  light  words :  *'  Elsemuth  had  promised  me  her  favour 
if  I  returned  with  Wolf  in  the  morning ;  I  will  show  him  Wolf;  he  roust  then  agree  with  ua*." 

Tiger  Knight,  That  will  soon  break  through  the  dam  of  love  in  Hartmuth*s  heart. 

Ida,  So  I  wish  it' :  then  the  flood  of  jealousy  will  carry  everything  away  with  it  that  ob- 
structs its  course.  Good  night,  sir  knight  1  if  our  plan  is  carried  through,  then  I  promise  you 
my  kiss  in  your  arms— good  night  I 


CHAPTER    XL 

Hartmctr  mourned  through  the  night. 

By  the  side  of  his  couch  stood  Gottfried  and  Elsemuth ;  their  bleeding  forms  appeared  in 
every  dream. 

**  Elsemuth  is  famocent  I"  cried  the  count  several  times  aloud;  and  at  every  time  Gottfried's 
ghost  cried,  as  he  supposed,— 

Guilty ! 

The  servants  of  Ida  lay  at  another  inn,  and  wfth  them  was  Wolf;  before  the  twilight  of  the 
morning  he  was  brought  to  Ida*  without  its  being  observed  by  Attich. 

Scarce  had  the  day  broke  when  Ida  sent  for  the  count  ipto  the  drinking  chambfr ;  **maDy 
important  things  had  she  to  '*  say  to  him." 

Hartmuth  came. 

'*  Knight,**  so  Ida  began,  <*  you  behold  before  you  a  favourite  child  of  fortune.  Through  4n 
accident  is  the  favour  of  the  lovely  Heldenstein  mine :  she  promised  it  to  ne,  should  I  return 
with  Wolf,  and  this  morning  has  Wolf  run  into  my  hands.** 

Before  Hartmuth  could  breathe  from  his  astonishment,  the  tiger  knight  led  the  dog  into  the 
chamber.  Hartmuth  looked  at  the  dog  with  horror ;  Wolf  yelped  with  joy,  and  sprung  upon 
bis  master. 

Hartmuth  exclaimed : 

*•  Her  favour  she  promised  to  you  ?•* 

Ida.  She  promised  it  to  me. 

HarL  Knight,  she  is  my  comrade's  wife— is  my  wife.    lam  Hartknthof  Heldenstein. 

Ida.  You? 

Hart.  1 1  and  if  yea  are  an  upright  knight,  then  do  what  I  desire  of  yon. 

Ida,  What  do  ymi  des&e  T 

Hart  Yonr  aroiovr,  yonr  horse,  your  armed  attire. 

But,  knight 

Hart  If  yoQ  are  an  honest  nan,  then  make  no  objections. 

Tiger  Kmigkt  Reflect  that  your  wife  is  the  daughter  of  Ev^ 

Jia,  Count  Hartaanth,  ay  arsMmr  is  yours,  oouM  I  but  only  gife  joQ  srith  it  Bj  rnnlnew 

JSbrtL  /MttfoalMoqglifofwjetl    Tobonel^TovanMNiri 
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Ida*!i  page  brongbt  it ;  Utrtmuih  pot  It  on. 

Scarce  wai  an  hour  flown  away,  when  they  were  already  moanted,  and  on  the  way  towanlc 
Hoheoaw. 

Hartmuth  tpoko  little  on  the  way,  took  bat  ieldom  refreshment ;  yet  were  hit  eyes  for  ever 
riveted  on  Elsemuth's  scarf  which  he  now  wore  on  his  arm. 

At  last  tbey  beheld  the  towers  of  Hohenaw.  It  was  morning ;  the  convent  bell  was  ringing 
for  the  first  time.  The  sound  penetrated  through  the  heart  of  Hartmuth;  with  inward  rage 
be  murmured  to  himself,— <*  Wife,  it  tolls  you  to  the  grave.'* 

As  they  approached  the  castle,  Ida*s  page  was  sent  to  say  to  the  countess :—'' The 
knight  with  the  bleeding  heart  had   halted  before  the  chain,  and  had  brought  her  joyfii  ' 
news.** 

Elsemuth  sent  back  word,  she  would  receive  the  knight  before  the  castle ;  and  now,  so 
would  Lord  Hartmuth  have  it,  Ida,  the  tiger  knight,  and  Attich  concealed  themselves  behind 
a  thicket 

The  draw-bridge  was  let  down,  the  portcullis  raised;  and  Elsemuth  came  out  of  the  castle, 
ijpuTOunded  by  twenty  servants. 

Scarce  had  she  observed  the  well-known  armour,  recognised  Wolf,  than  she  flew  with 
open  arms  to  Hartmuth,  and  cried  aloud  joyfully,  —  **  Welcome,  a  thousand  times,  noble 
knight,  to  your  everlasting  debtor  T 

**  Welcome  hell,  adulteress  !"  cried  Hartmuth,  grinnio£f  horribly,  gnashing  his  teeth ;  and 
he  stabbed,  as  she  embraced  his  knees,  his  sword  through  her  heart — she  fell  ut  his  feet. 

The  servants  rushed  on  Hartmuth  with  drawn  weapons,  when  he  threw  up  his  beaver,  and 
roared  out,—"  Back  !  I  have  condemned  her !" 

Ida  now  rode  up,  wiped  with  a  wet  sponge  the  brown  tint,  scars,  and  furrows  from  her 
countenance,  and  looked  full  on  the  count 

'*  Do  you  know  this  face,  perjured  wretch  ?'*  she  screamed. 

Hartmuth  looked  at  her. 

"  Ida  I**  he  stammered* 

Ida,  She  whom  you  deserted  for  a  plebeian  moid,  and  who  has  now  revenged  hcrselt 
Know  your  wife. was  innocent 

She  suddenly  turned  her  horse,  and  as  smoke  in  a  tempest,  vanished  from  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  crowd,  with  her  tiger  knight. 

Mute  stood  all  the  spectators,  and  without  motion. 

'*  Innocent  !**  groaned  Hartmuth,  rushed  on  Elsemuth,  drew  the  sword  from  her  bosom, 
to  bury  it  in  his  own  heart :  with  trembling  hand  Elsemuth  seized  it,  threw  it  away  from  her, 
and  gently  said, — "  lam  innocent!  you  are  innocent '."  and  died. 

Hartmuth  looked  for  the  sword;  Attich  hid  it  away :  the  count  then  threw  himself  on  the 
earth,  beat  his  head  against  the  stones,  and  ever  moaned, — '*  She  was  innocent !  she  was 
innocent  !** 

The  servants  now  roused  from  their  stupor ;  they  laid  hold  of  their  lord,  bound  him  with  a 
girth  leather,  that  he  might  do  himself  no  harm,  and  carried  him  into  the  castle. 

Attich  never  quitted  him,  but  to  attend  to  the  funeral  of  the  pious  martyr  Elsemuth :  still 
before  the  frenzy  of  Hartmuth  was  over,  she  was  laid  in  her  quiet  tomb. 

Veit  was  made  acquainted  with  the  unfortunate  end  of  his  daughter,  and  soon  followed 
her. 

Ida  gave  her  hand  to  the  tiger  knight,  and  with  it  gave  her  liberty  and  happiness.  He 
loved  not  the  revengeful  fiend ;  she  became  his  bedfellow,  not  his  wife. 

Three  years  lived  Hartmuth  after  the  murder  of  his  wife  in  dull  despair ;  soon  it  rose  to 
insanity  :  only  for  three  days  during  the  whole  time  was  he  in  possession  of  his  reason  ;  then 
he  entreated  he  might  be^laid  by  the  side  of  his  wife,  near  to  him  his  Wolf,  their  grave  to  be 
covered  with  a  monument  on  which  should  be  placed  the  image  of  Wolf,  with  an  inscription 
that  mi^ht  relate  to  posterity  his  unfortunate  story.  That  his  ashes  might  rest  in  the  sacred 
vaults  of  the  cloister  of  St  George,  he  bequeathed  the  half  of  his  estates  to  the  abbot,  the 
remainder  to  the  honest  Attich.  In  the  most  horrible  raving  madness  he  died.  With  him 
his  race  was  extinct. 
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The  abbot  puactually  fulfilled  the  list  will  of  Hartmvth,  He  raited  m  ibe  lacred  raolt  of 
tlM  cloister.  His  gimve  wis  ooYored  with  a  stone*  on  which  was  tbe  inaage  of  Wolf,  and  this 
inscription : 

STOP,  TBAVSLLia! 

WEIF,  IW  TOO  UAWm  TIAES  ; 

IT  HOT, 

rASS  OW,  AMD  COaSI  NOT  mUl  AMIBS. 


BKai  mnxs  in  ood, 

IN  TU  ixricTATioy  or  ▲  jottul  aifuaascTioy, 

HAUTMUTH    COUNT    OF    HELDENSTEIN* 

THl  LAST  or  BIS  aACS. 

ar 

HU  SIDl 

MIS  rAiwroL  wirx, 
ELSEMUTH      GOLD  117  GER. 

▲T 
HIS   riXT 

UIS   TEOSTT   DOO 

WOLF, 

WHO     TWICX     SATXD     HIS     MASTXa's     Liri^ 

THAT  HS 
MIOBT     BXCOXa 

Tua  xoaDxaaa  or  hu  oooo  wits. 


FASS     on, 

traveller! 

PaAT     TO     HIS     IIKAVCNLT     TATHXa    roa 

HIS    POOR    sovl; 

AND    TEAT    TO   GOD 
THAT  TOU  MAT  NOT  BXCOXX  UKX 
BIK. 
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CHARMED    SCARF. 


A  TALE. 


By   a.   MORTON. 


"Tlie  moon  threw  its  light  upon  one  side  of  theenclneed  «i>«ce.  nhile  the  other  lay  in  the  deepest  ohscnrit; 
beneath  the  shadow  of  the  building.  He  had  .carcelj  adranccd  two  step«  when  a  figure  issued  fnm  the 
darknecs,  with  a  suddenness  and  haste  which  made  Hasan  retreat  a  pace  backwards." 
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THE^   CHARMED    SCARF. 


CHAPTER    L 

Taiu  once  resided  in  the  city  of  Bagdad  two  Invtben,  named  Saad  and  Hafan»  who  wiere 
traders  In  shawls  and  the  rich  stuffs  of  India.  Although  both  very  yoang  men,  they  had 
already  acquired  a  oonslderable  independence,  which,  added  to  the  property  left  by  their 
deoeased  fiither,  placed  them  among  the  wealthiest  merchants  in  the  principal  bazaar.  Their 
prosperity  and  station  in  trade  occasioned  the  brothers  to  be  much  looked  up  to  and  respected^ 
though  other  causes  combined  more  largely  to  procure  them  consideration  and  esteem ;  these 
were  their  uoiformly  moral  and  blameless  conduct,  and  the  fraternal  unanimity  aAd  love  which 
always  appeared  to  exist  between  them  i  neither  having  yet  thought  of  marriage,  and  this  when 
riches  were  at  their  disposal,  offering  the  means  of  supfdying  eojoyments,  and  surrendering 
themselves  at  the  same  time  to  no  vice,  was  evidence  of  the  content  *  and  happiness  mutually 
yielded  by  each  other's  society.  They  were  noted,  in  addition,  for  their  strict  and  regular  dis- 
charge of  all  the  forms  and  precepts  of  religion,  a  scrupulousness  which  they  also  carried  out 
in  the  fulfilment  of  all  their  transactions  and  dealings  with  the  world. 

One  morning,  soon  after  Saad  and  Hasan  had  taken  their  accustomed  station  in  the  baiaar, 
an  old  man  stopped  before  their  shop  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  gazing  on  the  goods  which  were 
exposed  for  sale.  He  seemed  of  great  age,  fbr  his  flesh  was  wasted  away,  the  bones  of  his  face 
being  very  prominent,  while  his  eyes  were  sunk  deep  into  the  cavities  of  the  skull,  from  which 
hoUows  they  shone  with  a  kind  of  unearthly  brightness.  Neither  Saad  or  Hasan,  being  engaged 
in  conversation,  at  first  observed  him,  and  he  stood  awhile  apparently  intent  on  examining  the 
different  stuffs,  although  his  looks  were  more  frequently  fixed  upon  the  two  young  merchanta 
themselves,  whose  appearance  seemed  from  some  cause  or  other  to  excite  his  curiosity  and 
Interest  At  length  he  approached  sufficiently  close  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  brothers,  who, 
perceiving  that  his  intention  was  to  address  them,  made  room  to  receive  him,  and  ascending 
accordingly,  the  old  man  with  the  usual  salutations  seated  himself  in  the  shop.  He  then 
demanded  to  sec  some  costly  scaHs  similar  to  a  specimen  which  was  hung  up  for  show,  and 
after  inspecting  a  variety,  with  the  value  and  beauty  of  which  he  appeared  to  be  familiar,  he 
fixed  upon  one  of  the  richest  kind,  and  paid  the  price  demanded  in  bright  new  coin,  without 
seeking  to  depreciate  its  worth  or  to  procure  it  for  a  smaller  sum.  After  he  had  folded  and 
deposited  it  beneath  a  part  of  his  dress,  he  said : 

'*  The  piece  I  have  just  purchased  and  those  you  have  shown  me  are  very  precious,  and  full 
worthy  of  being  possessed  by  kings,  yet  I  can  produce  a  scarf  whose  cost  would  more, than  com- 
prise  that  of  the  whole  of  them  put  together.** 

The  brothers  upon  hearing  this,  although  they  regarded  the  old  man's  boast  as  an  exagge* 
ration,  expressed  of  course  an  ardent  desire  to  behold  so  rare  a  scarf,  more  as  they  fancied  the 
rariety  they  possessed  included  the  most  costly  and  beautiful  specimens  of  such  stuffs  that 
eould  be  obtained,  their  attention  having  always  been  directed  to  the  procuring  of  those  of  the 
highest  value.  At  the  same  time  they  did  not  conceal  their  incredulity  from  the  old  man  as 
to  any  scarf  existing  of  the  enormous  worth  he  asserted. 

The  latter,  however,  persisted  in  what  he  had  stated,  declaring,  *<  that  the  richest  monarchs 
of  the  earth  would  compete  for  its  possession ;"  and  upon  being  more  warmly  urged  by  the 
young  merchants  to  grant  them  an  opportunity  of  personally  inspecting  so  great  a  curiosity, 
offering  to  keep  any  appointment  for  that  purpose,  he  at  length  confeaaed  that  ^«  Vw^^Vl  v^vsl 
Chen  about  his  persoo. 
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This  admifsion  appeared  to  leave  no  excuse  on  the  part  of  the  stranger  for  longer  defenrnii^ 
ocular  proof  of  the  scarfs  surpassing  excellence,  and  he  soon  acceded  to  the  young  menV 
eager  requests  that  he  would  immediately  produce  it,  proposing,  however,  that  they  ihoiild 
retire  into  an  hiterior  apartment  attached  to  the  shop,  where  goods  and  merchandize  were 
deposited,  and  where  they  might  examine  his  treasure  unobserved  bj  passers-by. 

They  had  09  sooner  seated  them#elvet=in:tliis  ionelr  room  tkan  the  bl4  m^,  without  more 
words,  drew  from  his  bosom  a  small  white  handkerchief  or  scarf,  without  fringe  or  ornament^ 
and  apparently  of  coarse  material.  This  he  threw  into  the  lap  of  Saad,  the  eldest  brother, 
who  upon  the  sight  of  it  burst  into  a  fit  of  laughter. 

"  I  see  you  have  been  making  us  your  jest/'  said  he ;  "  your  purpose  in  taking  that  trouble 
we  have  yet  to  learn.  Of  what  value  can  be  this  sorry  rag  ?  It  is  not  worthy  to  be  the  wrapper 
ef  that  you  have  just  purchased."  t 

He  then  tossed  it  to  his  brother  Hasaii)  who  turned  it  over  carelessly,  and  handed  it  back  U> 
.ilikOimer,  sajiog,  **  I  wish  you  a  speedy  independeoee  from  the  lal^  of'  so  matcblese  a  piece*-^ 
Itis  far  too  expensive  an  article  for  poor  mercfaaats  like  ns  to  think  of  bacteiiag  for*'* 

^  Yen  speak  in  jest,'*  replied  the  old  man  gravely,  "  bat  yea  speak  the  troth — all  yomr 
-fPMdth  wonld  not  suflllce  to  purchase  it  I  wonder  thi^  I  need  explain,  atnce  it  in  appeawce 
h  ae  mean  and  worthless  that  certain  seeret  projj^ies  the  web  ponesaes  eonititute  jta-weitb 
|hii>  I  thought  would  have  occurred  to  your  nfauls  en  the  first  sight  of  the  sear£  I  wiM, 
bowever.  at  once  convince  yoa  of  its  extraordhiary  qnaiities^  and  the  deKgfats  wiiieh  it  ia 
•espable  of  affording.** 

With  these  woids  he  nuide  a  ti§m  to  Hasan  to  lean  ferward  towards  btiii».8nd  havimg  Mded 
the  scarf  into  the  requisite  form  fortbat  purpose^  heboond  it  over  the  jwmigmen\uai%9fmfi 
this  he  had  ne  sooner  done  than  Hasan  Sill  beck,  as  if  overcome  by  extreme  wearfawas^  tad 
instantly  sank  into  a  most  prolbgnd  slnasber. 

Saad  much  astonished  and  with  some  alann  turned  to  the  eld  man,  but  tlie  hdter  mfllig 
cenposedly,  motioned  him  to  remain  silent.  In  a  little  time  the  torpid  fMin  of  Haaan  became 
agitated,  and  the  soothing  sensations  under  whose  influence  it  before  appeared  so  tranqol^. 
■eeraed  of  a  sudden  exchanged  for  effects  of  an  opposite  and  terrible  nature ;  with  a  coavuialwa 
effort  he  succeeded  in  shalung  off  the  lethargy  which  oppressed  him,  and  tearing  ttte  hani&eiw 
chief  from  his  eyes,  he  flung  it  to  some  distance  with  air  air  expressive  of  the  utmost  ^^^^^i; 
and  horror. 

The  old  man  equally  with  Saad  boked  unprepared  for  thia  action  of  Hasan's,  still  naire  did 
the  stranger  appear  disturbed  by  the  words  that  followed^ 

**  Wretch  that  you  are/*  exclaimed  the  young  merchant,  "  are  these  the  boasted  virtvea  if 
yonr  scarf?  Begone  t  and  seek  the  lowest  haunts  of  dissipation  and  vice,  seek  the  debaodMt 
and  the  breaker  of  Allah^s  law  !  We  are  none  such,  and  were  the  scarf  ours,  it  would  qieedilf 
eonsume  in  the  fire." 

Flushed  and  indignant,  Hasan  rose  and  returned  to  his  seat  in  the  shop  without. 

Saad,  much  amazed,  demanded  of  the  old  man  an  explanation  of  Uiis  strange  scene  ;  the  eld 
nan  laughed  scornfully  as  he  reached  to  pick  up  the  scarf,  then  turning  to  Saad,  be  said  :— 

**  Some  baneful  influence  perverts  in  him  what  else  were,  as  to  others,  ecstaey-  I  hove 
shown  him  paradise,  the  hoorceyehs,  and  the  delights  which  await  the  true  believer  in  the 
regions  of  bliss  ;  and  so  cunningly  are  the  senses  imposed  upon  by  this  magic  wwe  we6  that 
the  vision  yields  the  pleasures  of  reality — thou  shalt  see.'* 

The  old  man  then  placed  the  handkerchief  over  the  eyes  of  Saad,  who  m  hit  bewfldennent 
sought  not  to  oppose  his  intention,  and  so  instantly  was  he  overpowered  bf  its  effccte  that  iR 
fell  at  his  length  upon  the  floor  in  a  deep^ sleep. 

A  few  minutes  had  scarce  elapsed  before  Haaan  again  entered  the  apartment,  and  pei^ 
oeiving  what  had  taken  place,  he  commenced  upbraiding:  the  stranger  in  the  bHterest  teroM^ 
and  would  have  removed  the  bandage  from  his  brother's  eyes,  bvt  the  eld  man  wftbheld  him, 
and  a  scuflSe,  accompanied  by  reproachful  epithets  on  either  nde,  in  eonseqoenee  tnaued. 
The  sound  of  Hasan's  voice  at  last  began  to  attract  the  notiee  of  poseigers  iar  tfew 
which  the  old  man  perceiving,  he  himself  loosed  the  scarf  tram  round  Saad^  bead^ 
j^OMhvag  past  Hasan  with  a  dreadful  cqne,  he  escaped  into  the  street  and  disappeared. 
JSaad  immediately  opened  his  eyes  and  gaxed  u^u  bia  brother  with  a  perplexed 
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^  From  what  felicity  haTe  jou  snatched  me  ?**  said  he*     **  Where  ia  the  old  maiH-ibe 

ia  all  a  dream?" 

**  Praife  Allah*"  replied  Hasan ;  **  praise  the  boljr  prophet  that  your  son]  is  freed  from  tho 

pernicious  influence  of  a  vile  sorcerer*  who  sought  to  poUnte  it  by  his  wicked  arts-«he  ia 

gone.'* 

**  Wherefore  did  you  suffer  him  to  depart  ?"  said  his  brother*  half  raising  himself  from  the 

floor.     **  Oh  !  I  have  been  awakened  from  transport  I    I  have  dropped  from  Paradise  upoa 

«arth  again." 

**  Can  you  waste  regrets  upon  minutes  so  vilely  passed  ?"  said  Hasan. 

«*  You  Ulk  strangely,"  replied  Saad.    **  With  that  scarf  one  might  be.  happy  beyond  the 

enjoyment  of  earth's  choicest  blessings." 

Still  can  you  cootemplato  such  deoeits  with  gratification  ?^  said  Hasan.    **  Think— reieoi 
yoursell^  O  my  brother  1 — you  are  still  intoxicated  with  the  spelL" 
Saad  replied  not,  but  be  looked  for  a  moment  full  in  Hasan's  face — a  smile  curled  bis  lipu 
Hasan  knew  not  the  meaning  of  his  brother's  glaooe ;  it  seemed  to  speak  a  different  lan- 
guage from  that  of  any  past  expression  that  had  ever  settled  on  that  fsce  before ;  he  feared 
—be  felt  already— that  they  were  becoming  as  strangers  to  each  o^ier. 

Saad  rose*  and  the  brothers  resumed  their  usual  places  in  the  bacaar.  The  mind  of 
Hasan  was  discomposed  and  harassed,  as  though  some  irretrievable  misf9rtune  hod  befaUoB 
hin^  while  Saad  remained  silent  and  thoughtful  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

From  this  period  a  total  change  was  perceptible  in  the  character  and  demeanour  of  the 
eldest  brother ;  he  became  negligent  of  his  affairs*  and  a  settled  discontent  seemed  to  have 
taken  possession  of  his  mind.  This  evident  alteration  was  a  source  of  the  greatest  affliction 
to  his  brother,  who,  however,  yet  cherished  a  hope  that  time  and  reflection  would  restore  his 
thoughts  to  their  former  healthy  channeL  But  instead  of  affording  the  promise  of  such  a 
retujn,  Saad,  unknown,  at  least  without  communicating  his  purpose  to  Hasan,  spent  a  con- 
siderable time  in  a  fruitless  search  over  the  city  in  tlie  hope  of  meeting  again  with  the  mys« 
tenons  old  man,  being  not  without  a  vague  idea  of  procuring  by  some  means  the  magic  scarf* 
for  which  he  had  already  determined  to  offer  great  part  of  his  wealth.  Disappointed  by  tho 
nUsuooeu  that  terminated  this  pursuit,  he  no  longer  attempted  to  conceal  from  Hasan  th« 
real  desires  which  occupied  his  breast,  at  the  same  time  expressing  the  utmost  contempt  and 
soom  for  the  tranquil  and  virtuous  life  they  had  hitherto  led.  The  heart-broken  Hasan  ia 
vain  attempted  to  reason  against  or  subvert  the  wicked  designs  and  inclinations  of  hie 
brother ;  often  would  he  pray  to  heaven  to  grant  him  suflicient  force  and  eloquence  to  effect 
their  overthrow,  but  in  vain.  Saad  meanwhile  soon  ceased  to  confine  his  change  of  sentiments 
to  words,  and  by  degrees  abandoned  himself  to  all  kinds  of  extravagance  and  dissipation. 

The  singular  revolution  in  the  habits  of  Saad  soon  became  notorious  among  the  mutual 
friends  and  fellow-merchants  of  the  two  brothers,  to  some  of  whom  in  fact  Hasan  shortly 
appealed,  in  the  partial  belief  that  their  advice,  aided  by  years  and  experience,  would  have 
some  effect  in  reclaiming  Saad  from  the  gulph  into  which  he  was  sinking ;  for  all  his  own 
remonstrances,  entreaties,  and  tears  were  uniformly  treated  with  the  greatest  indifference,  and 
met  with  nought  but  ridicule  and  disdain.  Although  a  sort  of  shame  and  awe  of  these  elders 
prevented  Saad  from  contemning  their  reasons,  or  eneounlering  them  with  the  loose  depravity 
with  which  he  silenced  his  younger  brother,  be  inwardly  felt  indignant  at  their  interference* 
and  became,  if  possible*  more  resolved  in  his  guilt  than  ever ;  he  also  was  careful  afterwards 
to  avoid  his  well* meaning  advisers,  and  by  that  means  escaped  their  expostoUtions  and 
rebukes.  The  expenses  of  such  a  dissolute  life,  and  his  total  abandonment  of  all  share  hi 
his  former  trade  (which  was  now  carried  on  solely  by  his  brother),  soon  made  a  serious  inroad 
to  the  property  they  had  accumulated  in  business,  and,  though  this  gave  comparatively  little 
concern  to  Hasan,  if  an  event  had  not  occurred  to  arrest  the  waste*  both  would  have  beett  ' 
speedily  reduced  to  poverty. 

One  evening  as  Hasan  returned  home  from  the  bazaar,  he  met  Saad  at  the  door  of  their 
habitation.  His  face  beamed  with  an  unusual  degree  of  exultation,  as  if  from  some  delightfnl 
snticipation  or  remains  of  partaken  pleasure.  After  they  had  entered,  Saad  abruptly  announoed 
bis  purpose  of  immediately  quitting  the  city.  Hasan,  although  greatly  surprised,  assumed  ' 
air  of  seeming  indifference*  demanding  whither  he  was  ak|l)n>iL  to  '^Mcnjs^^^'^  ^«c»  \a^s% 
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coip«ikww,md*rheohe  wtt  to  tetont    Upon  Saad  replyingtbat  the  bouraf  departvt wit 
then  oonie»  he  odrited  him  to  make  fitter  prepanaoos,  and  tb  poatpoae  hit  aetting  oot  far  a 
daf  .     FiiMUiif  ,  however,  that  hia  brother  waa  tndaed  terious,  he  with  diflksuity  auppraiiad  hk 
giief  and  emotion,  ao  many  recollections  of  the  past  thronged  upon  hia  mhkd. 
"  Bat  where  and  with  whom  goett  thou,  brother?'*  aaid  he. 

«I  go  to  paradise,''  replied  Saad  with  an  idle  laugh,  •*aiid  if  you  are  wiUiag  yoa  shall  ae* 
company  me.* 

Hasan,  totally  unable  to  understand  what  his  brother  intended  by  this  answer,  was  silent  iir 
a  moment,  he  then  asked : — 

**  In  what  oompany  go  you,— what  carayan  ?  There  is  one  leaTei  the  dty  this  evening— it 
It  that  r 

**  We  shall  travel  some  way  with  the  caravan  yon  speak  of,**  replied  Saad. 
**  Travel  you  to  any  distant  country  ?"  oootinued  Hasan ;  ^  what  do  you  parpoae  hi  thia 
journey?" 

«•  I  go  with  the  old  man,"  said  Saad,  **  whither  he  chooses  to  lead  me." 

**  O  my  brother,"  eidaimed  Hasan,  bursting  into  tears,  '*  thou  dost  not  mean  it  1  will  yoa 

•urrender  yourself  to  one  aoforsed — a  sorcerer— one  who ** 

<■  Enough,"  interrupted  Saad,  **  when  next  we  meet  111  hear  thee— my  time  is  short— 
fiuewell.*' 

*«  O !  do  we  part  thus  ?'*  cried  his  brother ;  **  then  farewell  I  and  may  Allah  watch  over  and 
deliver  you." 

With  this  he  fell  weeping  upon  his  brother's  neck,  embracing  him  tenderly.  Saad  ibr  an 
instant  appeared  moved,  but  he  soon  disengaged  himself  from  the  other's  arms,  and  hastened 
away  without  saying  more. 

Among  the  merchants  with  whom  Hasan  was  acquainted  there  was  pee,  named  Koor-ed- 
deen,  who  had,  in  common  with  his  neighbours,  endeavoured  to  awake  Saad  to  a  consciousness 
of  the  enormity  and  danger  of  the  path  he  was  pursuing.  Noor*ed-deen  bad  known  the  bro- 
thers from  infancy,  having  been  on  terms  of  friendship  with  their  father  before  them.  The 
day  after  the  departure  of  Saad,  Hasan  went  to  this  old  merchant  to  relate  the  fresh  cause  of 
distress  that  had  befallen  him,  being  certain  of  meeting  with  sympathy  and  consolation.  Noor- 
ed-decn,  whose  admiration  of  his  young  friend  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  conduct  which  had 
distinguished  him  under  his  present  trouble,  did  his  best  to  comfort  and  support  him,  and  at 
last  terminated  their  interview  b^  the  following  words  :  — 

*'  My  dear  son,"  said  he,  **  expend  no  longer  regrets  and  tears  upon  an  object  who  has 
proved  himself  as  unworthy  your  continued  love  as  insensible  to  the  pain  his  conduct  hath 
inflicted  upon  you ;  from  this  moment  banish  him,  if  possible,  from  your  thoughts,  for  'tis 
useless  deploring  that  upon  which  sorrow  is  lavished  in  vain — it  eflects  no  amendment,  but  oc- 
casions to  yourself  much  suffering.  Your  behaviour  hath  sufficiently  proved  to  me  that  withal 
the  struggle  to  separate  your  thoughts  wholly  from  the  once  coogenial  companion  of  your 
earliest  years,  must  be  great,  and  the  pang  of  remembrance  bitter  ;  but  you  must  not  sacri- 
fice your  happiness  in  lamenting  that  over  which  you  had  no  control,  but  supply  the  heart's 
void  by  directing  your  affections  into  a  fresh  channel.  The  reward  at  once  and  cure  for  thy 
past  endurance  awaits  thee.  I  have  a  daughter  whose  beauty,  joined  to  a  tide  of  restrained 
tenderness  and  love,  awaits  thy  choice ;  thou  shouldst  now  marry,  and  exchange  the  cold  sa« 
tisfaction  of  continence  and  virtue  for  the  innocent  joys  which  should  accompany  thy  youth. 
She  shall  be  thine,  with  a  dowry  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  which  Saad  hath 
squandered.     Go,  and  consider  my  proposal  in  your  heart." 

Hasan  was  greatly  moved  by  the  affectionate  manner  of  Noor-ed-deen,  nor  did  he  consider 
his  proposal  with  coldness ;  the  young  merchant,  with  all  his  discreetness  and  severity  of 
behaviour,  was  in  fact  possessed  of  a  worm  imagination,  though  under  the  most  perfect  control, 
and  it  became  actively  operated  upon  by  the  new  train  of  ideas  which  the  words  of  Koor-ed* 
deen  had  opened  in  his  mind.  The  veiled  form  of  the  beautiful  Zobeide  by  degrees  usurped 
the  place  of  that  distracting  image  which  of  late  had  ever  haunted  his  thoughts,  while  nights 
passed  hitherto  sleepless  and  in  tears  beome  tranquil,  and  slumber  again  visited  his  pillow* 
bringing  with  it  pleasant  dreams  of  hope  and  happiness  which  the  morning  did  not  wholly 
dMpMte,     The  eye  which  has  been  accustomed  to  a  cheerless  and  desolate  regkm,  aurreyt 
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with  deliglii  llie  ndden  opaniog  of  a  loTdy  prcMpect  s  and  HMan  folt  no  Um  gratlfieiiiaft  ia. . 
hsfiag  hit  melinrholy  diverted  to  the  QontempUUioQ  of  more  pleataraUe  retolts.     In  fine,  be 
waanot  loQf  in  «((reeing  to  the  offer  of  Noor-ed-deen,  and  ha¥iog  taken  a  fretb  dweUlaff-lioufa 
in  a  pleasant  part  of  the  eity,  he  was  married. 

The  change  answered  fully  the  expectations  of  the  old  merchant  in  diverting  bis  yonqg 
frieod*s  mind*  and  giving  a  fresh  impetus  and  vigour  to  his  intellect;  while  Zobeid^  surpassed 
in  the  possession  all  Hasan  had  ever  pictured  to  himself  of  her  beauty  or  mental  endow- 
ments. 

The  only  alloy  to  the  happiness  of  the  young  merchant  was  the  frequent  retrospect  upon 
which  be  often  dwelt,  suggesting  his  brotber*s  wretohed  inconstancy  and  his  probable  fate,  a 
subject  which  an  unexpected  occurrence  served  one  day  to  bring  in  all  its  original  force  and. 
freshness  to  his  mind.  This  was,  nothing  less  than  meeting  with  the  same  old  man  to  whose 
agency  Saad*s  first  wavering  from  his  former  principles  was  solely  attributable,  and  with  whom 
his  destiny  appeared  in  some  manner  mysteriously  united.  The  aged  stranger  had  just  issued, 
from  one  of  the  public  buildings  or  khans  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers,  and  whilst  Hasan 
vras  still  standing  fixed  to  the  spot  with  the  surprise  and  abock  which  this  sodden  encounter 
communicated  to  him,  the  quick  eye  of  the  old  man  had  recognized  his  person,  and  he  instantly 
made  towards  him.  Hasan's  first  impulse  was  to  shun  the  threatened  encounter,  but  a  secret 
power  overcame  and  deprived  him  of  the  ability  to  fly.  He,  however,  averted  his  head,  and 
bent  his  eyes  upon  the  ground,  while  he  writhed  with  horror  when  he  felt  the  old  man's  breath 
upon  his  lace. 

**  I  have  tidings  for  you  from  your  brother,**  said  he  in  a  low  voice. 

«*  What  of  him?"  replied  Hasan,  recovering  his  composure  and  looking  up.  "  Speak  t  what 
has  become  of  Saad  ?'* 

**  He  is  well  and  happy,*'  said  the  old  man ;  '*  he  yearns  Uxt  thee  to  share  his  bliss.** 

**  Where — where  ?**  said  Hasan. 

**  In  an  abode  in  which  pleasures  infinite  and  varying  yield  continued  delight  and  ecstacy/*' 
replied  the  other.    **  Will  you  come  with  me  ?" 

**  Whither?"  said  Hasan. 

**  To  the  mountains,"  answered  the  old  man,  <*  where  my  palaces  and  gardens  stand*  where 
all  that  man  can  conceive  await  his  gratification.  Bind  yourself  to  my  service,  and  thou  shalt 
anticipate  the  joys  of  Paradise  on  earth— thou  shalt  live  *midst  visions  and  enchantments  which 
never  fade.** 

'*  Vile  impostor,'*  exclaimed  Hasan,  roused  to  sudden  fury,  "  thou  catchest  not  me  in  thy 
tnfls,  nor  shalt  thou  longer  continue  a  curse  to  and  destroyer  of  mankind ;  the  justice  which 
you  have  so  long  eluded  shall  now  overtake  thee.*' 

With  these  words  he  seized  the  old  man  by  the  throat  and  threw  him  upon  the  ground, 
calling  out  at  the  same  time  for  assistance  to  secure  him.  Upon  a  crowd  assembling,  together 
with  some  officers  of  the  police,  he  surrendered  the  old  man  into  their  hands,  denouncing  him 
as  a  sorcerer  and  magician,  one  who  had  dealings  with  the  spirits  of  darkness.  The  appearance 
of  the  old  man,  whose  face  now  displayed  an  expression  of  the  most  fiend-like  rage,  was  sufficient 
to  convince  the  beholders  that  he  was  indeed  a  personage  of  the  terrible  description  Hasan  had 
declared  him  to  be,  and  he  was  immediately  dragged  off  to  prison,  followed  by  the  execrations 
of  all  who  witnessed  his  apprehension ;  an  event  which  did  not  happen,  however,  till  he  had 
iwom  a  deep  oath  of  vengeance  against  his  betrayer. 

This  threat,  althoogh  it  served  to  impart  an  additional  horror  to  the  recollection  of  the  scene 
in  Hasan's  mind,  and  which  haunted  his  thoughts,  sleeping  or  waking,  throughout  the  night, 
still  gave  him  no  uneasiness  as  to  its  consequences  until  the  ensuing  morning,  when  intelligenco 
reached  him  that  the  old  man  had  disappeared  from  the  cell  wherein  he  had  been  locked,  but 
by  what  means  he  contrived  to  effect  his  escape  remained  a  total  mystery. 

A  sickening  anxiety  and  gloom,  mixed  up  with  all  the  re-awakened  causes  of  his  former 
anguish,  now  took  possession  of  the  young  merchant's  breast,  nor  was  the  happiness  of  his 
house  sufficient  to  alleviate  the  mental  distress  which  harassed  him.  He  sought  in  frequent 
prayer  for  support  and  protection  against  any  evil  designs  that  might  be  lurking  to  effect  his 
destruction  ;  but  be  could  not  free  himself  from  the  alarm  which  the  menace  of  a  being  so 
dark,  and  apparently  so  powerful,  was  calculated  to  excite. 

His  upprebebuoDs  were  not  iH  grounded.    One  etenini^  toon  fSSxx  axnafcN^  ^'^^  '^^^  vH5c««^ 
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with  Zobeidi  in  he^  apartment,  a  slave  entereO^  saying  that  a  ftranger  bdow  wMied  to 
with  him  upon  a  matter  of  Importance ;  he  had  declined  to  enter  the  hooie,  piefciriag,  ■■  ifc 
was  the  affair  of  a  moment,  to  deliver  his  message  in  the  court.  Hasan  accordingly  deteended  ; 
he  was  not  attended  by  the  slave,  and  passed  into  the  court  alone.  The  moon  threw  its  Dgfat 
upon  one  side  of  the  enclosed  space,  while  the  other  lay  in  the  deepest  obsenrity  beneath  tha 
shadow  of  the  building.  He  had  scarcely  advanced  two  steps  when  a  figore  issued  from  the 
darkness,  with  a  suddenness  and  haste  which  made  Hasan  retreat  a  pace  backwards. 

**  What  do  you  seek  here?"  demanded  he. 

**  Are  you  the  owner  of  this  house  T*  inquired  the  stranger,  stopping  abruptly. 

*  If  you  want  Hasan,  tte  shawl  merchant,  I  am  he,"  answered  Hasan,  '*  and  tht  mroer  sf 
this  house.** 

**  Merciful  Allah  T  ejaculated  the  other,  and  staggering  towards  the  wall,  he  put  Us  hands 
to  his  head,  and  fell  senseless  on  the  ground.  Hasan  rushed  forwards  to  his  assistance,  and 
kneeling  down  by  the  side  of  the  prostrate  stranger,  raised  him  partly  from  the  earth.  The 
moonlight  streamed  lull  upon  his  pallid  &ce ;  it  was  that  of  a  3roung  man,  though  worn  and 
wasted  to  the  resemblance  of  age ;  but  even  in  this  wreck  Hasan  found  no  dificuhy  in  recog- 
nizing the  features  of  his  once  innocent  and  beloved  brother.  Madly  crying  aloud  for  help, 
the  stOl  insensible  form  of  Saad  was  speedily  carried  by  the  slave  into  the  houses  where  he  was 
laid  upon  a  bed,  and  proper  restoratives  applied  to  recall  his  suspended  faculties.  At  length 
he  recovered,  and  was  aware  of  his  situation— the  first  object  which  met  hb  gaze  was  his 
brother  Hasan  bending  over  him  bathed  in  tears.  The  wretched  man  covered  his  face  with, 
his  hands  and  groaned  terribly.  Hasan  sought  to  clasp  him  to  his  breast ;  but  violently 
thrusting  him  back,  Saad  shrieked  in  a  voice  of  the  greatest  agony — ^  No,  no  !— embrace  not 
jour  proposed  murderer  !'* 

**  My  murderer  r  exclaimed  Hasan,  "  what  words  are  these  ? — Oh,  my  brother,  compose 
yourself — you  rave." 

**  I  speak  truth,**  replied  Saad.  "  Oh  death !  death !  death  T  He  turned  round  upon  tha 
bed  whereon  he  lay,  and  buried  his  face  in  a  paroxysm  of  horror  and  remorse. 

*<  Be  calm,  I  pray  thee,  Saad,**  urged  his  brother ;  "  all  may  yet  be  redeemed ;  thou  hast  done 
nought  but  what  pemtence  may  well  atone  for — take  comfort  and  look  ftp." 

Saad  turned,  and  half  raising  himself,  replied  :— 

**  I  am  lost,  lost  for  ever ;  that  accursed  wretch  hath  entrapped  me,  body  and  soul ;  I  was 
bound  to  obey  him — I  swore  to  slay  the  possessor  of  this  house — I  have  broke  ny  oath—* 
who  will  save  me  from  his  vengeance  ?" 

**  Heaven,  as  it  has  done  me,"  said  Hasan ;  *'  tis  thy  own  g^ilt  thou  hast  most  need  to 
fear.    Oh  Saad,  Saad  I  could  murder  even  enter  thy  contemplation  V 

**  Ay !  and  I  should  have  murdered  thee,**  answered  Saad,  '*  hadst  thou  not  provideatlaUy 
revealed  thyself.** 

A  slave  here  entered  the  apartment,  carrying  with  him  a  dagger  which  he  had  lacked  up  in 
the  court ;  its  bright  blade  caught  the  eye  of  Saad  as  it  was  being  presented  by  the  servant  to 
Hasan,  and  recognizing  the  weapon  as  the  intended  instrument  of  Ids  brother's  murder,  he  was 
seized  presently  with  delirium.  Hasan  thought  it  prudent  to  leave  him  for  a  while  to  himself 
until  the  conflict  in  his  mind  bad  yielded  to  the  tranquillity  of  repose ;  and  ordering  a  slave  to 
watch  by  the  side  of  his  unhappy  brother,  he  retired  to  his  own  apartment. 

Before  the  night  was  over,  however,  he  was  again  summoned  to  attend  the  miserable  Saad, 
who,  amidst  the  most  torturing  pangs  of  remorse  as  well  as  bodily  anguish,  declared,  that  having 
furnished  himself  with  poison  for  an  additional  means  of  fulfilling  his  horrible  commission,  he 
had  used  it  to  effect  his  own  destruction.  The  drug  he  had  employed  being  of  a  most  deadly 
nature,  a  few  short  minutes  more  sufficed  to  see  him  a  corpse. 

Such  was  the  terrible  end  of  Saad,  who,  if  tenqpitation  had  not  assailed,  would  perhaps 
have  ended  his  days  in  peace  and  virtue ;  the  germ  of  vice  In  his  bosom  would  have  perished 
in  the  soft,  its  existence  there  unknown.  How  awful  are  the  consequences  of  indulging 
onholy  desires — how  strictly  should  we  guard  against  awakening  our  passions  at  the  oft 
fcsdnalfaig  image,  which,  wurpiqg  a  tiionsand  different  forms,  besets  us  midsr  tbs  gsrb  cC. 
temptation ! 
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THE     CRIMINAL. 


In  the  entire  history  of  man  there  is  no  chapter  more  full  of  instruction  for  the  heart  and 
mind,  than  the  annaU  of  his  errors.  In  every  great  crime  a  proportionably  great  strength  of 
passion  is  exerted.  If  the  jecret  play  of  powerful  desire  hides  itself  in  ^e  feeble  light  of 
accustomed  affections,  it  will  in  the  case  of  violent  passions,  become  louder  in  its  demands, 
more  salient,  and  more  colossal  The  subtle  metaphysician  who  knows  how  much  we  are 
entitled  to  reckon  on  the  mechanism  of  our  accustomed  associations,  and  how  far  it  is  allow- 
able to  extend  our  conclusions  from  analogy,  will  bring  over  from  this  department  much 
experience  to  the  knowledge  of  his  mind,  and  adapt  it  for  the  moral  life. 

How  simple,  and  yet  again  how  complex  is  the  human  heart !  One  and  even  the  same 
habit  or  desire  can  exert  itself  in  a  thousand  different  shapes  and  directions,  can  cause  a 
thousand  contradictory  phenomena,  can  appear  differently  mixed  in  a  thousand  different  cha- 
racters, and  agtiin  a  thousand  different  characters  can  be  spun  out  of  one  and  the  same 
propensity,  even  though  the  individual  whom  we  may  be  considering  foresees'  nothing  less 
than  such  an  afSoity.  Did  there  exist  for  the  human  race  also,  as  for  the  other  kingdoms  of 
nnture,  a  LinnsBus  to  classify  them  according  to  their  impulses  and  propensities,  how  greatly 
would  we  be  astonished  at  finding  in  the  same  category  with  the  tyrant  Borgia,  many  who 
must  now  stifle  their  crimes,  because  thej  live  in  the  narrow  sphere  of  citizens,  and  are  con- 
fined within  the  small  enclosure  of  the  laws  ! 

Considered  in  this  point  of  view,  many  object  against  the  general  use  of  fictitious 
narrative,  that  has  hitherto  remained  so  useless,  with  regard  to  those  who  lead  the  bustling 
life  of  citizens,  an(^here  I  presume  lies  the  difficulty.  Between  the  violent  excitement  of  mea 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  trade,  and  the  calm  disposition  which  suits  the  reader  before 
whom  an  action  is  laid,  there  prevails  so  jarring  a  contrast,  there  lies  so  wide  a  chasm,  that  it 
is  diflScult,  indeed  impossible,  to  foresee  any  agreement  between  them  and  the  latter.  There 
remains  a  gap  between  the  subject  and  the  reader,  which  cuts  off  all  possibility  of  agreement 
or  adaptation,  and  instead  of  that  salutary  alarm  to  warn  them  of  their  presumptuous  health, 
the  wonder  causes  merely  a  shake  of  the  head.  We  look  on  the  unfortunate,  who  in  the  very 
hour  in  which  be  commenced  the  deed,  as  in  that  in  which  he  suffered  for  it,  was  a  man  as 
wen  as  we,  as  a  creature  of  a  strange  species,  whose  blood  circulated  in  a  different  manner 
from,  and  whose  will  obeyed  different  laws  from  ours ;  his  fate  causes  us  little  emotion,  for 
emotion  depends  on  an  obscure  consciousness  of  being  in  like  danger,  whereas  we  are  far  from 
even  dreaming  of  such  a  likelihood.  The  instruction  is  lost  with  the  facts  which  contain  it, 
and  the  narrative.  Instead  of  being  a  school  for  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  must  be  content 
with  the  paltry  advantage  of  being  interesting  to  our  imagination.  Should  it,  however,  be  of 
more  advantage,  and  attain  its  chief  design,  it  must  choose  of  necessity  between  these  two 
methotU.  Either  the  reader  must  partake  of  the  ardour  of  the  hero,  or  the  hero  must  par- 
Uike  of  the  coldness  of  the  reader. 

I  am  aware  that  many  of  the  best  writers,  both  of  modem  and  ancient  times,  have  observed 
the  first  method,  and  bribed  the  hearts  of  their  readers  by  an  overpowering  diction.  But  this 
it  an  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  author,  and  an  offehee  against  the  republican  freedom  of 
the  reading  public,  whose  right  it  is  to  judge  for  themselves.    It  is  perhaps  a  violation  of  the 
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boun^ariet  of  jnttice,  ui  encroachment  on  the  peculiar  property  of  the  orator  and  poet.    Tli# 
last  only  remains  ft>r  the  writer  of  the  narrative. 

The  hero  must  partake  of  the  coldness  of  the  reader,  or  we  must  he  acquainted  with  al^ 
that  he  says  before  he  acts ;  we  must  not  see  him  act  merely,  but  well.  His  thoug^hts  are  in- 
finitely of  more  importance  to  us  than  his  acts,  and  the  causes  of  his  thoughts  far  more  than 
the  succsssion  of  these  acts.  The  soil  of  Vesuvius  had  been  examined,  in  order  to  explain 
the  origin  of  its  burning ;  why  then  should  less  attention  be  bestowed  on  a  moral  than  on  a 
physical  phenomenon  ?  Why  should  we  not  esteem  of  equal  importance,  in  the  nature  and 
position  of  things^  whatetrer  if  connected  wkh  man,  till  the  Ifeider  collected  in  his  interior 
catches  fire.  To  the  visionary  who  loves  the  marvellous,  the  strange  and  wonderful  of  ivoh  a 
phenomenon  is  equally  attractive.  The  friend  of  truth  seeks  a  mother  for  these  lost  children* 
fie  seeks  her  in  the  unchangeable  structure  of  the  human  mind,  and  in  the  changeable  conditiona 
which  determine  her  from  without,  and  in  both  these  he  is  sure  to  find  her.  His  finding  wlt- 
dom  and  folly,  vice  and  virtue,  together  in  one  cradle,  now  causes  him  no  more  surprise  than 
he  feels  at  seeing  the  poisonous  hemlock  flourish  in  the  same  bed  with  wholesome  herbs. 

If  I  do  not  succeed  in  showing  some  advantage  which  the  mind  may  derive  from  au<^  a 
treatment  of  narrative,  yet  this  ought  to  obtain  a  preference,  merely  because  it  Is  an  endetp 
vour  to  exterminate  the  cruel  scnrn  with  which  in  general  the  unwearied  upright  Ylrtuoat  look 
down  on  the  fallen,  to  diffuse  the  mild  spirit  of  toleration,  without  which  no  fugitive  retumi- 
PD  reconciliation  takes  place  between  the  law  and  the  offender  of  its  majesty— 4iQ  Infected 
Biember  of  society  is  saved  from  complete  destruction. 

Whether  the  criminal  of  whom  I  am  now  about  to  speak  had  a  right  to  appeal  to  that  ifi- 
rit  of  toleration?  whether  he  was  irrecoverably  lost  to.  the  body  of  the  community?  are 
questions  which  I  will  leave  to  the  decision  of  the  reader.  Our  indulgence  will  affect  him  no 
more,  for  he  died  by  the  hand  of  tlie  executioner.  But  the  post  mortem  examination  of  his 
pime  may  instruct  mankind,  and,  it  is  possible,  justice  too. 
^(  Chriition  Wolf  was  the  son  of  an  innkeeper  in  a  *  *  *  ian  inland  town,  the  name  of  wfaiob 
'  1  must  suppress  for  rea8oa%  that  will  appear  in  the  sequel.  He  assisted  his  mother  in  the  ma« 
aagement  of  the  inn«  for  his  father  was  dead,  till  his  twentieth  year.  The  busmess  was  bad^ 
and  Wolf  had  idle  hours.  Even  at  school  he  was  known  as  a  lad  of  lax  morals.  Grown>up 
girls  complained  of  his  insolence,  while  the  young  men  of  the  borough  swore  allegiance  to  his 
inventive  bead.  Nature  hod  neglected  his  person.  A  small  unsightly  figure,  arisp  hair  of  a 
disagreeable  blackness,  a  flat-pinched  nose,  and  a  swollen  upper-lip,  which,  moreover,  was  di^ 
placed  from  its  original  position  by  a  kick  from  a  horse,  gave  a  hideousness  to  his  countenance 
wliich  made  the  women  shun  him,  and  afforded  abundant  food  for  the  wit  of  his  companiona* 
^  He  would  obtain  by  bullying  whatever  was  refused  bim ;  because  he  was  disagreeable  be 
«ai  resolved  to  please.  He  was  licentious,  and  persuaded  himself  that  he  loved.  The  maiden 
of  his  choice  slighted  him ;  he  had  reason  to  fear  that  his  rival  was  more  successful ;  yet  tlie 
maiden  was  poor.  A  heart  that  remained  closed  to  his  protestations .  might  perhaps  open  te 
his  presents.  But  want  pressed  himself;  the  mere  experiment  of  adorning  his  exterior  caOf 
snmed  even  the  little  he  acquired  from  a  poor  business.  Too  yielding  and  too  ignorant  to 
support  his  decayed  circumst^mces  by  speculation ;  too  proud,  too  weak  also,  to  exduinge  the 
gentleman  for  the  peasant,  and  to  resign  his  adored  independence,  he  saw  but  one  expedient, 
which  thousands  before  and  after  him  have  embraced  with  better  luck— the  expedient  of  steal- 
ing in  a  gentleman-like  manner.  His  native  town  bordered  on  a  royal  forest.  He  turned 
poacher,  and  the  produce  of  his  booty  went  faithfully  into  the  hands  of  bis  mistress. 

One  of  the  lovers  of  Jane  was  Robert,  a  ranger  of  the  forest.  He  soon  remarked  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  munificence  of  his  rival  had  gained  over  him,  and  with  the  eyes  of  jealousy 
be  sought  after  the  source  of  this  alteration.  He  purposely  frequented  the  **  Sun,"  this  waa 
the  name  of  the  inn.  His  watchful  eyes,  sharpened  by  jealousy  and  envy,  soon  revealed  to  him 
from  whence  this  money  flowed.  Not  long  before  a  severe  edict  against  poachers  had  been 
enacted,  which  condemned  the  transgressor  to  the  house  of  correction.  Robert  was  un- 
wearied in  creeping  after  his  enemy  in  his  secret  walks,  and  at  length  succeeded  in  catching 
the  imprudent  man  in  the  very  fact.  Wolf  was  arrested,  and  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  entire  of 
his  little  property,  be  with  difficulty  found  means  to  avert  the  appointed  punii^hment  by  a  fine* 

Jiabert  f^ampbed*    Hig  rival  was  driven  from  the  field*  and  Jenny  no  longer  smiled  on  the 
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bcm^ar*  Wolf  luew  hit  enemy,  tad  ibig  eiMmy  wit  the  ha{)py  poeeeitor  of  his  Jane.  Tht 
iippresaing  sejue  of  want  was  added  to  his  iigured  {ride.  Iilecefdty  aod  joaloiiiy  luiite  Ift 
CKciting  his  seosibility,  ^ui^er  drives  him  out  ioto  the  wide  world,  revenge  aad  jealousy  detaia 
him.  He  turns  to  poaching  a  second  tkne  ;  but  IUbert*s  redoubled  vigilanoe  a  second  Uam 
ootwits  him.  He  now  feels  all  the  severity  of  the  low;  for  he  has  aothhig  more  to  give,  and 
is»  after  a  few  weeks,  committed  to  the  bridewell  of  the  capital. 

The  year  of  punishment  was  surmounted,  his  passion  obliterated  by  absence^  and  his  prida 
^crushed  under  the  weight  of  misfortune.  Scarcely  had  he  obtaiBed  his  freedom  than  he  hur- 
ajed  off  to  his  birth  place  to  present  himself  to  his  Jane.  He  presents  himself  and  is  shunned- 
Pressing  necessity  has  at  Ust  bowed  his  haqgbtmess»  and  subdued  his  nioety.  He  offers  hSa* 
Mlf  to  the  wealthy  of  the  place,  and  is  wilMng  to  woriL  for  a  daily  hiroi  The  peasaat  shmgi 
his  shoulders  at  the  effeminate  fondling ;  the  firm,  bony  structura  of  his  robust  oompetitar 
*aupplants  him  with  his  unfeeling  patron.  He  tries  a  last  e&perimenL  A  litaation  is  stiU 
vacant,  the  last  forlorn  hope  of  honeat  reputation.  He  offers  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the 
situation  of  herdsman  of  the  town,  but  the  peasant  will  not  trust  his  swine  to  the  worthlcsi. 
Disappointed  in  every  project,  everywhere  rejected  with  censure,  he  becomes  poacher  a  third 
time,  and  a  third  time  has  the  misfortune  of  fiilling  into  the  hands  of  his  watcbiiil  enemy. 

The  double  relapse  has  aggravated  his  crime.  The  judge  looked  into  the  book  of  tho 
law,  but  not  into  the  mind  of  the  impeached.  The  mandate  against  poaching  required  a 
aolemn  and  exemplary  satisfaction,  and  Wolf  was  sentenced  to  be  branded  on  the  back  with 
the  sign  of  the  gibbet,  and  to  labour  for  three  years  in  the  fortress. 

This  period  too  expired,  and  he  went  forth  from  the  fortress,  but  quite  different,  however* 
from  what  he  entered  it.  Here  a  new  epoch  in  liis  life  commenced ;  hear  himself  as  he  after- 
wards  confessed  to  his  religious  assistant,  and  to  the  court.  ^  I  entered  the  fortress,"  said 
he,  **  in  error,  and  I  left  it  an  accomplished  villain.  '  I  no  longer  had  anything  in  the  world 
that  was  dear  to  roe,  and  my  pride  bowed  under  my  disgrace.  When  I  was  brought  to  th» 
fortress  they  confined  me  with  two-and-twenty  prisoners,  two  of  whom  were  murderers,  and 
the  rest  notorious  thieves  and  vagabonds.  They  ridiculed  me  when  I  ^oke  of  God,  and  urged 
me  to  speak  infamous  blasphemies  against  the  Redeemer.  They  sung  lascivious  songs  in  my 
presence^  which,  though  a  dissolute  lad,  had  the -effect  not  only  of  exciting  my  abhorrence  aod 
dilsgust,  but  even  in  some  measure  of  arousing  my  sense  of  modesty.  Not  a  day  passed  ia 
which  some  infamous  career  or  other  was  not  related,  or  some  wicked  design  projected.  Ia 
the  commencement  1  avoided  this  company,  and  shunned  their  conversation,  as  well  as  I  could  ; 
but  I  had  need  of  some  creature  as  a  companion,  and  the  barbarity  of  my  gaoler  had  refused 
me  even  my  dog.  The  labour  was  hard  and  tyrannical,  my  body  sickly,  I  had  need  of  sup* 
port,  and,  to  speak  frankly,  I  wanted  consolation.  And  these  were  only  to  be  punehased  with 
the  last  remains  of  my  sense  of  rectitude.  Thus  I  became  accustomed  to  the  most  abandoned 
acts,  and  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  year  I  had  surpassed  even  my  instructors. 

"  I  now  panted  for  the  day  of  my  enlargement,  and  I  equally  panted  for  revenge.  All  man* 
kind  had  injured  me,  inasmuch  as  all  were  better  and  happier  than  L  I  looked  upon  myself 
as  a  martyr  of  natural  rights,  and  as  a  victim  to  the  despotism  of  the  law.  With  gnashing 
teeth  I  shook  my  chains ;  when  the  sun  spread  his  rays  from  behind  the  fortress,  and  displayed 
an  extensive  prospect  before  my  eyes,  then  my  prison  seemed  a  hell  of  double  torment.  Tha 
wind,  which  freely  whistled  through  the  loopholes  of  my  dungeon,  and  the  swallows,  whidi 
perched  on  the  iron  gratings,  appeared  to  mock  me  with  their  freedom;,  and  made  my  confinement 
feel  still  more  dreadful ;  I  then  vowed  implacable,  raging  hatred  against  all  who  bore  the  lika* 
ness  of  man,  and  what  I  vowed  I  steadfastly  observed. 

**  My  first  thoughts,  as  soon  as  I  saw  myself  at  liberty,  were  of  my  native  town.  As  little 
hope  as  it  held  out  for  my  future  support,  so  much  did  it  promise  my  thirst  for  vengeance.  My 
heart  beat  wildly  when  at  a  distance  the  spire  rose  from  the  wood  ;  yet  it  was  not  with  that 
heartfelt  delight  which  I  felt  after  my  first  pilgrimage.  The  remembrance  of  all  the  troubles* 
all  the  persecutions  I  suffered  there,  awoke  at  once  from  a  death«like  sleep ;  all  my  wounds  bled 
afresh,  all  my  scars  opened.  I  redoubled  my  pace,  for  the  anticipation  of  ^errifying  my  enemiee 
by  my  sudden  appearance  was  refreshing  ;  and  I  now  felt  as  daring,  after  my  late  humiliation, 
aa  I  had  once  trembled  at  the  thought  of  it. 

**  The  belts  were  rhngiDg  for  vespers  as  I  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  maskfll^VsMSA.   '^^uv 
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congregation  was  crowding  to  church.  Tliey  toon  recognised  me.  Every  one,  as  he  enooan- 
tered  me,  started  back  with  aversion.  I  had  been  very  fond  of  chilten»  and  I  now  involontsrily 
offered  a  grosehen  to  a  boy  who  skipped  past  me.  He  looked  steaSlfastly  at  me  for  a  momoat, 
and  threw  the  grosehen  in  my  face.  Had  my  blood  been  only  a  little  less  excited,  I  would 
have  remembered  that  the  beard  which  I  brought  from  the  fortress  added  to  the  hideoosnesa  of 
my  features ;  but  my  wicked  heart  had  infected  my  reason.  Tears,  such  I  had  never  shed, 
ran  down  down  my  cheeks. 

**  The  boy  knows  not  who  I  am,  nor  whence  I  come,"  said  I  In  an  undertone  to  myself,  "  and 
yet  he  shuns  me  as  a  noxious  animal.  Havo  I  then  been  branded  on  the  forehead,  or  have  I 
ceased  to  bear  the  likeness  of  a  man,  because  I  feel  that  I  can  no  longer  possess  the  affections  of 
one  ?  This  contempt  made  me  smart  more  bitterly  than  a  three  years*  oondemnation  to  the 
gallies,  for  I  had  behaved  kindly  to  him,  and  knew  that  he  bore  me  no  personal  dislike. 

**  I  sat  down  in  a  timber  yard  opposite  the'church ;  what  were  the  precise  thoughts  which 
passed  through  my  mind  I  know  not ;  yet  this  I  know,  that  I  stood  up  enraged  when  none  of 
all  my  acquaintances,  as  they  passed  by,  deigned  even  to  salute  me — no,  not  one.  I  unwillingly 
left  my  post  to  look  for  a  public-house,  and  as  I  was  turning  round  the  corner  of  a  street  I  ran 
against  my  Jane.  '  Sonnenwirth'  (host  of  the  Sun),  cried  she  aloud,  and  made  a  motion  to 
embrace  me ;  '  you  here  again,  beloved  Sonnenwirth  !  Thanks  be  to  God  that  you  are  oone 
again  f^Her  clothes  bespoke  hunger  and  miser}',  there  was  sickness  in  her  countenance,  and 
her  look  proclaimed  the  abandoned  creature  to  which  she  was  reduced.  I  quickly  divined 
'what  had  most  likely  happened-— some  royal  dragoons  that  I  had  just  met  showed  me  that  there 
was  a  garrison  in  the  town.  *  Soldatendirnc'  (soldier's  wench),  cried  I,  and  with  a  smile  I 
turned  my  back  on  her.  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  perceive  that  there  was  still  a  creature 
beneath  me  in  the  rank  of  the  living.     Her  I  had  never  loved. 

**  My  mother  was  dead.  My  creditors  had  payed  themselves  with  my  little  house.  |  had 
BO  one  and  nothing.  All  the  world  shunned  me  as  if  infected  with  a  plague,  but  I  had  at  last 
lost  all  sense  of  shame.  I  used  formerly  to  withdraw  myself  from  the  sight  of  men,  because 
their  contempt  was  msupportable.  I  now  obtruded  myself  into  their  presence,  and  took  delight 
in  frightening  them.  It  was  well  for  me  that  I  had  notbiogmore  to  lose,  and  nothing  more  to  look 
after.     I  had  no  longer  need  of  any  good  quality,  because  I  was  no  longer  expected  to  possess  one. 

'*  The  whole  world  stood  open  to  me ;  in  a  foreign  province  I  might  be  deemed  a  man  .of 
good  reputation,  but  I  had  not  the  courage  even  to  appear  one.  Despair  and  shame  had  at 
length  forced  this  character  on  me.  The  last  resource  that  remained  to  me  was  to  leani  to 
do  without  reputation«-I  dared  no  longer  to  claim  any.  Had  my  vanity  and  pride  outlived  my 
humiliation,  I  should  have  been  obliged  to  make  away  with  myself. 

*'  "What  1  had  by  this  time  particularly  resolved  was  unknown  even  to  myself.  I  wished  to 
do  evil — of  so  much  I  have  an  obscure  recollection — I  wished  to  deserve  my  fate.  The  laws, 
thought  I,  are  bcneBcialto  the  world,  therefore  I  resolved' to  violate  them.  I  had  formerly 
transgressed  them  out  of  necessity  and  inclination,  I  now  did  so  of  free  choice  for  my  pleasure. 

"  My  commencement  was  that  I  continued  my  deer-shooting.  The  chose  had  by  little  and 
little  become  my  ruling  passion,  and  besides,  I  roust  live.  But  this  was  not  the  only  induce- 
ment, I  longed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  royal  edict,  and  to  injure  my  sovereign  by  every  means  in 
my  power.  I  no  longer  cared  being  caught,  for  I  had  a  bullet  ready  for  my  detector,  and  I  knew 
that  my  aim  never  missed  its  mark.  1  killed  all  the  deer  I  started;  I  turned  but  a  little  into 
money ;  I  left  the  most  to  zpt.  I  lived  miserably  in  order  to  bear  the  expense  of  lead  and 
powder.  The  devastation  that  I  made  in  the  great  chuse  was  notorious,  sut  no  suspicion 
rested  on  me ;  my  name  was  forgotten. 

"  I  led  this  kind  of  life  for  some  months.  One  morning,  according  to  my  custom,  I  rambled 
through  the  forest  to  follow  the  track  of  a  stag.  For  two  hours  I  had  fatigued  myself  to  no 
purpose,  and  was  already  beginning  to  give  up  my  prey  for  lost,  when  I  all  at  once  perceived  it 
within  shot.  I  was  just  taking  aim  and  about  to  pull  the  trigger,  but  suddenly  the  appear, 
ance  of  a  hat,  which  lay  on  the  ground  a  few  steps  before  me,  terrified  me.  I  searched  ac- 
curately around  and  discovered  the  ranger  Robert  behind  the  thick  trunk  of  an  oak,  with  his 
gun  levelled  at  the  same  stag  at  which  I  had  token  aim. 

"A  deatholike  coldness  ran  through  my  limbs  at  this  sight    Now  this  was  the  man  whom  of 
«9  ihiogB  hving  J  bated  the  most  bitterly,  and  this  man  vtss  at  the  mercy  of  my  buUet.     At 
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this  momcDt  the  entire  world  seemed  to  be  in  my  gun,  and  the  hate  of  my  entire  life  crowded 
iato  the  top  of  the  finger  with  which  I  might  cause  the  murderous  pr^uure.  An  awiul 
invisible  hand  hung  over  me ;  the  hour-hand  of  my  destiny  pointed  irrevocably  to  this  dark 
minute.  My  arms  trembled  wben  I  gave  the  dreadful  choice  to  my  gun— my  teeth  chattered 
■a  in  the  shivering  of  a  fever,  and  ray  choking  breath  struggled  in  my  lungs.  For  an  instant 
the  direction  of  my  gun  wavered  between  the  man  and  the  deer — for  a  minute— yet  one— and 
again  another.  Revenge  and  conscience  wrestled  obstinately  and  dubiously,  but  revenge  pre- 
vailed, and  the  hunter  lay  dead  on  the  ground. 

'*  My  gun  fell  with  the  shot.  *  Murderer,*  I  stammered  out  lengthily ;  the  forest  was  still  as 
a  church  yard.  I  heard  plainly  that  I  said  *  murderer.'  When  I  stole  nearer  the  man  was 
dying.  I  stood  for  a  long  time  speechless  over  the  corpse,  a  clear  burst  of  laughter  at  length 
relieved  me.  *  Wilt  thou  keep  thy  counsel  now,  g«od  friend  T  said  I,  while  I  stepped  up  and 
turned  outward  the  face  of  the  murdered  man,  His  eyes  stood  wide  open.  I  became  grave, 
and  I  again  stood  still  in  silence.     I  began  to  experience  strange  emotions. 

'*  Hitherto  I  had  offended  in  retaliation  for  my  disgrace ;  something  had  now  happened 
tot  which  I  had  not  yet  suffered.  A  moment  before,  no  one  could  have  persuaded  jue  that 
there  was  any  one  under  heaven  more  wicked  than  I ;  I  now  began  to  conjecture  that  a 
moment  ago  my  situation  was  quite  an  enviable  one. 

«*  The  justice  of  God  did  not  occur  to  me— but  a  something,  I  know  not  well  what  1  The 
reeoitection  of  halter  and  sword,  and  the  execution  of  an  infanticide  which  I  had  witnessed 
when  a  school -boy,  disturbed^  me.  There  was  something  particularly  dreadful  in  the  idea  that 
from  this  moment  my  iife  was  forfeited.  More  I  do  not  recollect.  I  then  wished  that  he 
was  still  alive.  I  did  my  best  to  call  to  mind,  with  feelings  of  gaiety,  every  evil  which  the 
deceased  had  inflicted  on  me  during  his  life,  but  in  vahi  1  my  memory  was  as  if  extinct.  I 
oould  can  to  mind  no  more  of  all  that  which  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ago  had  driven  me  to  dii- 
traction.     I  could  not  at  all  conceive  how  I  came  to  commit  this  murder. 

"  I  was  still  standing  before  the  corpse.  The  cracking  of  whips  and  the  continued  creak- 
ing of  some  waggons  which  were  passing  through  the  wood  brought  me  to  myself.  It  was 
scarcely  a  quarter  of  a  mile  tq  the  highway,  from  where  the  deed  was  done.  1  was  obliged  to 
think  of  my  safety. 

"  I  unconsciously  plunged  more  deeply  into  the  forest.  On  the  way  it  occurred  to  me 
that  the  murdered  had  once  possessed  a  watch.  I  wanted  money  to  enable  me  to  reach  the 
frontier.  Yet  my  courage  failed  me  to  go  back  to  the  place  where  the  deceased  lay.  Here 
a  thought  of  the  devil  and  of  the  omnipresence  of  God  terrified  me.  I  collected  together  all  my 
daring.  I  went  back  to  the  spot,  resolved  to  take  it  though  everlasting  hell  should  be  the  conse- 
quence. I  found  what  I  had  expected,  and  also  a  crown  in  small  coin,  in  a  green  purse.  Just  as 
I  was  putting  them  both  into  my  pocket,  I  suddenly  paused  and  considered.  It  was  no  fit  of 
shame,  nor  was  it  an  unwillingness  to  aggravate  my  crime  by  robbery.  Pride,  I  believe,  it 
was  that  made  me  throw  the  watch  from  me  again,  and  Iceep  only  half  of  the  coin;  I  was 
wQling  to  be  considered  the  personal  enemy  of  the  slain,  but  not  his  robber. 

"  I  now  fled  into  the  thick  of  the  forest.  I  knew  that  the  wood  stretched  away  four  German 
miles  to  the  north,  and  here  joined  the  frontier.  Till  it  was  fully  noon  I  ran  without  taking 
breath.  The  swiftness  of  my  flight  had  dissipated  the  anguish  of  my  conscience ;  but  it 
quickly  returned  as  my  strength  became  weaker  and  weaker.  A  thousand  horrid  spectres 
flitted  past  me,  and  plunged  as  it  were  daggers  to  my  breast.  The  awful  choice  between  a 
Ule  full  of  the  restless  fear  of  death,  and  a  violent  death  by  my  own  hand,  was  now  left  me, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  make  my  choice.  I  had  not  the  courage  lo  leave  the  world  by  suicide, 
and  I  shuddered  at  the  prospect  of  remaining  in  it.  Enclosed  between  the  certain  miseries  of 
iife  and  the  uncertain  terrors  of  eternity,  equally  unfit  to  live  or  to  die,  I  passed  over  the  sixth 
Inrar  of  my  flight,  an  hour  so  fully  fraught  with  miseries  that  no  man  living  could  nnmbar 
them. 

**  Buried  in  abstraction  and  with  my  hat  drawn  down  over  my  eyes,  as  if  this  would  make  me 
unknown  before  the  eyes  of  inanimate  nature,  I  had  nnoonscionsly  and  slowly  followed  a 
narrow  pathway  which  led  me  through  the  closest  part  of  the  thicket,  when  suddenly  a  rough 
commandiiif  voice  called  out  to  me  from  before, '  Halt'    The  voice  was  ver^  uft«s<k\&'*\  ik* 
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straction,  and  the  hat  drawn  over  my  eyea,  had  preyeated  dm  from  teeki|f  (hr  airo«iid.  I 
•pened  my  eyet.aod  beheld  a  man  of  wild  appearance  looking  al  me.  He  bore  a  knotted 
dub.  His  figure  was  of  a  gigantic  stature — at  least  my  first  cooftision  made  me  believe  m 
•^i^nd  the  oolonr  of  his  skin  was  of  a  dark  mulatto  dye,  the  frightfutaiess  of  which  the  white 
of  a  sqaioty  eye  that  seemed  to  step  forth  from  the  picture  served  to  increase.  Instead  of  a 
belt  he  wore  a  thick  oord  tied  twice  round  a  green  woollen  coat,  io  which  a  bright  butcher^ 
knife  and  a  pistol  were  stuck.  The  voice  was  repeated*  and  a  poweriiil  arm  held  me  &sL 
The  voice  of  a  man  had  terrified,  but  the  look  of  a  viUain  gave  me  courage.  In  the  situ- 
ation in  which  I  now  was  I  had  reason  to  tremble  before  an  honest  man,  but  no  longer 
before  a  robber. 

V  *  Who*s  there  ?'  said  this  apparition. 

'•*  A  villain  like  yourssU;  if  yon  are  in  reality  what  you  seem  to  be,'  was  my  reply. 

•* *  You  cannot  pase  ont  hert.     What  do  you  seek  here?* 

•«*  What  right  have  you  to  ask  ?•  replied  I  itnrdily. 

•*  Tko  man  surveyed  me  twice  freni  head  to  fMt  It  teemed  ee  if  he  was  comparing  my 
igure  with  his  own^  and  my  reply  with  my  figure.  '  You  speak  bntkUhly,  like  a  beggap.men,^ 
aaid  he  at  last. 

**  *  That  may  be — I  was  one  yesterday.' 

'•The  roan  langhed,  •Onemighl  take  hie  oath  of  ift,'  eriedhe;  *yon  weokLke  tikcnfor 
nothing  better  at  this  moment.' 

*•  *  For  something  worse  than  even     ■  /  and  I  was  about  to  proceed* 
;      ^*  Softly,  friend  I    Wliy  are  you  in  snch  a  horry  ?    What  have  you  tn  bee  b«  tiflee  ?* 

<*  I  considered  for  an  instant.  I  know  not  bow  the  wordscanmtamy  tongue.  *  U^  iasbort^*^ 
said  I  slowly,  'and  heD  lasts  for  ever.' 

••  He  stared  at  me.  *  rv  be  damned  'said  be  at  lengtk,ioryon  have  hardly  escaped  a  gibbet 
eomewhere.' 

Thai  may  even  happen  yet.  May  be  at  our  aextneechig,  eemrade  V 
Done,  comrade  T  cried  he,  while  he  drew  ibrtb  a  pewtrr  fla^  from  hie  banting 
bag.  He  took  a  vigorous  draaght  froai  it  and  handed  k  to  me.  My  iight  and  anguish  et 
mind  had  exhausted  my  strength,  and  during  the  entire  of  this  terrible  day  nothing  hnd 
pasted  my  lips.  I  already  apprehended  starvation  in  this  forest,  whose  fsr  three  miles 
looad  I  could  hope  for  no  refreshment.  One  may  soppoee  how  gladly  I  pledged  the  pin^ 
Ibred  health.  New  strength  frowed  with  thiv  revivkig  draught  in  my  bonee,  fresher  oonrage 
in  my  heart,  and  love  of  life.  I  began  to  believe  thht  I  was  not  yet  completely  mieerable, 
•0  much  did  this  welconm  drink  effect.  Yes,  1  eonlhn  it,  my  situation  agaia  approaehei  a 
atate  of  happiness,  for  at  last,  after  athonsaad  disappointed  hopes,  I  Oiad  found  a 
who  resembled  myself.  In  the  situation  in  which  I  was  sunk,  I  wenld  have  drunk 
ship  with  a  fiend  of  hell  in  order  to  have  a  confidant. 

**  The  man  had  stretched  himself  on  the  grass,  and  I  did  the  same. 

'*  *  The  drink  has  done  me  service,'  saki  I,  *  we  must  beeome  aoqudnted.* 

••  He  struck  fire  to  light  his  pipe. 

**  *  Are  you  carrying  on  the  bnsinem  long?' 

«*  He  looked  steadfastly  at  me.     *  What  do  you  mean  by  the  question  ?* 

««*  Was  that  often  stained  with  bleed?*  and  I  draw  the  knifoent  of  hie  belt. 

•* •  Who  are  you f*  saki  he  in  ahrm,  and  laUdewn  his  pipe. 

«•  *  A  murderer  Uke  yourself— but  now  fsr  the  first  time-»a  begksner.' 

"  The  man  looked  hard  at  me,  and  took  his  pipe  again. 

«« «  You  are  net  at  home  here  ?*  said  he  at  tei^h. 

•««Threemiien  from  here.  TheSonnerwirth  (hoetoftbe  8nn>in  L— ,ifynnkns#heafd 
•Tme.' 

'*  The  roan  sprang  up  like  a  demoniac    *  The  Poacher  Wolf?*  shrieked  he  hastily. 

'««Thesame.' 

«•«  Weleeme»  comrade  twdoeme!' cried  be.  and  shook  me  violently  by  tliehend.    'TWlis 
tane»  that  I  have  thee  al  length,  Soanenwirtht      Year  and  day  have  I  medHated 
mlehiiif  yoo«     I  know  thee  right  weQ.     1  have  long  reckoned  on  tlMe.' 
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^•Rnkeetrtimattl  whaliin;  then?' 

^'TbewlideooiiotiyliliiU^fyoa.  Ynii  liirii  f  iinminn ,  n  hinHTtiM  nmiiWHlfo<,  WiiiL 
They  have  oonpUtely  luiDed  you*  tkey  have  tre«fted  ymi  mait  atrodooily.' 

**  Here  the  men  beceme  eicitecU  *  Beeame  yoa  have  shot  a  peir  of  ewin^  whish  the 
priDoe  feeds  on  our  acres  and  fields,  they  have  for  years  dcagged  yeu  aboiU  to  Ihe  Mdeintt 
and  the  fortress,  robbed  you  of  your  boose  and  busineis.  they  have  made  yea  a  beggar.  la 
it  oome  to  this,  brother,  that  a  man  shall  be  considered  of  equal  value  edth  a  hare?  Are  «• 
not  better  than  the  beast  in  the  field?    And  can  a  follow  like  you  eoduce  it  ?* 

«'*CooldI  do  otherwise?' 

**  *  That  indeed  we  will  see  by  and  bye.  But  tell  me,  from  whence  wei«  you  oomiag  jolt 
now,  and  what  design  have  you  in  contemplation  ?' 

**  I  related  to  him  my  entire  history.  The  man,  without  waiting  till  I  eoncluded,  sprang 
up  with  joyful  impatience  and  drew  me  to  him.  *  Come,  brother  Sonoenwirth,'  said  he» '  you 
are  now  ripe ;  I  have  you  now  where  1  wanted  you;  I  will  now  gather  honour  with  yeii» 
Follow  me  T 

**  *  Where  do  you  intend  to  lead  me  ?* 

** '  Ask  no  long  questions.     Follow  1'  and  he  dragged  me  forcibly  forward. 

'*  We  had  proceeded  a  short  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  forest  was  ever  beooming  closer ;  mora 
impassable  and  wilder ;  neither  of  us  spoke  a  word.  At  length  the  whistle  of  my  oonduotor 
aroused  me  from  my  meditations.  I  looked  up.  We  were  standing  on  the  rugged  ledge  d  a 
rock  that  descended  in  a  deep  chasm.  A  second  whistle  replied  from  the  innermost  womb  of 
the  rock,  and  a  ladder  began  to  ascend  slowly  as  of  its  own  accord  out  of  the  depth.  My  oon« 
doctor  first  clambered  down.  He  bade  me  wait  till  he  came  back.  *  I  must  first  chain  the 
dog,'  added  he ;  *  you  are  a  stranger  here— the  brute  would  tear  you  to  pieces.'  With  this  ho 
departed. 

"  I  isew  stood  alone  on  the  precipice,  and  I  knew  right  well  that  I  was  alone.  My  guide'i 
want  of  caution  did  not  escape  my  attention.  It  would  have  required  but  a  daring  vesolutica 
to  draw  np  the  ladder ;  then  I  should  be  free  and  my  flight  secured.  I  confess  diat  I  conceived 
the  idtentioB.  I  looked  down  into  the  abyss  which  was  presently  about  to  reoeive  me ;  it 
reminded  me  obscurely  of  hell,  from  whence  there  is  no  redemption.  I  began  to  shudder  aft 
the  course  that  I  wished  to  tread  no  longer ;  a  speedy  flight  alone  could  deliver  me.  On 
flight  I  resolved.  I  had  already  stretched  out  my  arm  towards  the  ladder-*but  at  once  thera 
thandered  in  my  ears— it  echoed  around  me  like  the  scornful  laugh  of  hell,  *  What  has  a  mar* 
derer  to  risk?'  and  my  arm  fell  back  powerless.  JIdy  reckoning  was  full,  the  time  for 
repentance  was  passed ;  the  murder  which  I  perpetrated  lay  towered  up  behind  me  like  a 
rock,  and  for  ever  barred  my  return.  At  the  same  time  my  conductor  again  made  his  appear* 
ance  and  intimated  to  me  that  I  should  come.  There  no  longer  was  any  choioe  remaining. 
I  clambered  down. 

**  We  bad  proceeded  a  few  yards  under  the  wall  of  rock  when  the  space  began  to  grow 
wider,  and  a  few  huts  to  appear.  In  the  midst  of  these  there  appeared  a  round  grass  plot,  on 
which  a  group  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty  men  were  reclining  around  a  coal  fire.  '  Here, 
comrades,*  said  my  conductor,  as  he  placed  me  in  the  centre  of  the  oirde,  *onr  Sonnenvrirth  I 
bid  him  welcome !' 

**  *  Sonnenwirth  1*  cried  all  together,  and  all  rose  up  and  thronged  around  me,  both 
men  and  women.  Shall  I  confess  it  ?  Their  joy  was  undissembled  and  heartfelt.  Con« 
fideace,  even  respect,  appeared  on  every  countenance ;  this  one  pressed  my  hand ;  that  one 
pulled  me  familiarly  by  the  coat.  The  entire  scene  resembled  the  meeting  of  an  old  and 
valued  friend.  My  arrival  bad  interrupted  the  banquet,  which  was  just  about  to  commence. 
They  immediately  proceeded  to  press  me  to  drink  the  4sup  of  welcome.  Venison  of  every 
description  composed  the  feast,  and  the  wine  flask  circulated  from  neighbour  to  neighboor 
without  tiring.  Good  cheer  and  unanimity  seemed  to  pervade  the  entire  band ;  they  all  vied 
with  one  another  in  showing  their  unrestrained  joy  at  seeing  me. 

'*  They  had  seated  me  between  two  women,  wMch  was  considered  the  plaoe  of  honour  at  tha 
table.     I  eipected  the  outcasts  of  their  sex,  but  how  great  was  my  surprise,  when  amidsi<thia 
horrid  hand  I  discovered  the  most  beantifnl  female  formsl  ever  Uideyeaon*  BCiKfjMN^\h»4AMAt» 
imdioitbeaBtifti)  of  Ihe  twi»irai<alkd  *MiM»' an4QO^imm^^fa»iaBJ^x»<8i>>v  ^^^>^ 
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spoke  very  boldly,  and  ber  gestures  said  still  more.  Mane,  the  younger,  was  married,  but  had 
«Ioped  from  her  husband.  She  was  more  elegantly  formed,  but  her  features  were  pale  and  tbio. 
and  she  was  less  attractive  than  her  ardent  neighbour.  The  two  women  vied  with  one  another 
to  inflame  my  passions.  The  beautifhl  Maigaret  overcame  my  bashfblness  by  her  firee  jests, 
but  I  had  an  antipathy  to  the  entire  sex,  and  the  timid  Marie  had  at  once  caught  my  heart. 

««  You  see,  brother  Sonnenwirth,'  said  the  man  who  brought  me  here, '  you  see  how  we  live 
with  one  another,  and  every  day  is  IIIlo  the  present     Is  it  not  so,  comrades?* 
'  Every  day  is  like  the  present,*  repeated  the  entire  band. 

*  Could  you  then  find  pleasure  In  our  mode  of  living,  shake  hands  and  become  our  leader. 
Till  now  I  have  enjoyed  the  command,  but  am  willing  to  resign  it  to  you.  Are  you  satis^d, 
comrades?* 

'  A  joyful  *  ja*  (yes)  replied  from  every  mouth. 

*'  My  bead  burned,  my  brain  was  confounded,  my  blood  boiled  with  wine  and  desire.  The 
world  had  cast  me  out,  like  one  infected  with  a  plague — here  I  found  a  brotherly  reception^ 
good  cheer  and  rank.  Whatever  choice  I  might  moke  death  awaited  me ;  but  here  I  could 
at  least  sell  my  life  at  a  higher  price.  Sensuality  was  my  predominant  propensity.  The  other 
sex  had  till  now  treated  me  with  scorn ;  here  kindness  and  unrestrained  pleasure  awaited  me. 
My  determination  cost  roe  but  little  trouble.  '  111  remain  with  you,*  cried  I  aloud,  with  re- 
solution, and  I  stepped  into  the  midst  of  the  band.  '  I'll  remain  with  you,*  cried  I  once  more, 
'  if  you  viiW  yield  me  my  fiiir  neighbour  !*  All  were  unanimous  in  granting  my  desire.  I  was 
the  declared  proprietor  of  a  w ,  and  the  head  of  a  band  of  robbers.** 

The  following  part  of  the  history  I  pass  over  altogether.  Naked  atrocity  contains  nothing 
instructive  for  the  reader.  An  unfortunate  wlio  had  sunk  to  this  depth  must  finally  give  way 
to  everything  that  makes  humanity  revolt— but  he  did  not  commit  a  second  murder,  as  Iw 
testified  on  the  rack 

The  fame  of  this  man  spread  in  a  short  time  throughout  the  entire  province.  The  byways 
were  unsafe,  nocturnal  burglaries  alarmed  the  citizen,  the  name  of  the  Sonnenwirth  was  the  terror 
of  the  country  people.  Justice  sought  for  him,  and  a  price  was  set  upon  his  head.  He  was  to 
lucky  as  to  elude  every  plot  against  his  fireedom,  and  cunning  enough  to  turn  to  his  advantage  the 
superstition  of  the  wonder-loving  peasants,  so  as  to  increase  his  security.  His  associates; 
thought  they,  must  spring  up  from  the  earth ;  be  iws  covenant  with  the  deril,  and  is  an  adept 
in  witchcraft.  The  district  in  which  he  played  his  part  then,  still  less  even  than  at  present, 
belonged  to  unenlightened  Germany.  They  believed  this  rumour,  and  his  person  was  safe.  No 
one  desired  to  fall  out  with  the  dangerous  fellow  that  had  the  devil  at  his  command. 

He  bad  already  passed  a  year  in  this  detestable  trade,  when  it  began  to  become  insupport- 
able to  him.  The  band  at  whose  head  he  had  placed  himself  did  not  fulfil  his  brilliant  expee- 
tations.  A  seductive  outside  had  blinded  him  while  intoxicated  wKh  wine.  He  now  became 
aware  with  terror  how  prodigiously  he  had  been  deceived.  Hunger  and  want  stepped  into  the 
place  of  the  overflowing  abundance  with  which  they  had  lolled  his  fears.  He  was  ftvquently 
obliged  to  risk  his  life  for  a  meal  scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  off  starvation.  The  phantom  i^ 
brotherly  unanimity  vanished.  Envy,  mistrust,  and  jealousy  raged  In  this  reprobate  band ;  jus- 
tice bad  promised  to  whosoever  would  deliver  him  up  a  reward,  and,  if  on  accomplice,  a  solemn 
pardon  besides — a  powerful  temptation  to  these  outcasts  from  society.  The  unfortunate  man 
knew  his  danger.  The  candour  of  those  who  renounced  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man,  was 
but  a  bad  security  for  his  life.  He  now  no  longer  enjoyed  sleep ;  everiasting  ngony  broke  his 
repose ;  the  horrid  phantom  of  mistrust  clanjced  behind  him  wherever  he  fled,  racked  him 
when  he  awoke ;  lay  beside  him  in  bed  when  he  retired  to  rest,  and  frightened  him  with 
dreadful  dreams.  His  silenced  conscience  at  the  same  time  found  its  speech  again,  and  the 
sleeping  viper  of  remorse  awoke  with  this  storm  in  his  bosom.  All  his  hatred  against  mankind 
now  ceased,  and  turned  its  dreadful  knife  against  himselfl  He  renounced  all  nature,  and  found 
no  one  but  himself  alone  to  curse. 

Vice  had  completed  her  instructions  to  this  unfortunate  man  ;  his  naturally  good  under- 
standing finally  prevailed  over  this  grievous  illusion.     He  now  felt  how  deeply  he  had  fallen ; 
quieter  sadness  succeeded  raging  despair.     With  tears  he  wished  the  past  bade  again  :  he  was 
MOW  certain  that  he  would  behave  quite  differently.     He  began  to  hope  that  he  might  still 
beccmfi  noD,  becauM  he  felt  that  he  cou\A  not  \^«  t«\  5kl5u<(«   Qti  \Va  V^bieil 


THE  CRIMINAL.  H 

pinnacle  of  his  depravation  he  wat  nearer  to  virtue,  than  perhaps  he  wai  before  he  made  bis 
irst  iklse  step. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  the  seven-years*  war  broke  ont,  and  the  levying  of  troops  prt)- 
ceeded  with  vigour.  From  this  circumstance  the  unfortunate  nan  derived  a  hope,  and  wrote 
a  letter  to  his  prince,  of  which  I  insert  an  abstract  here. 

**  If  your  Royal  Grace  does  not  disdain  to  descend  to  ne,  if  a  crimhial  of  my  description  lies 
not  beyond  the  pale  of  your  clemency,  grant  my  petition,  most  Ulustrioos  prince !  I  am  a 
murderer  and  a  thief,  the  law  condemns  me  to  death,  justice  is  in  quest  of  me,  and  I  offer  to 
deliver  myself  up  voluntarily.  But  I  bring,  perhaps,  an  unusual  request  before  your  throne. 
I  detest  life,  and  fear  not  death ;  but  I  cannot  bear  to  die  without  having  lived.  I  might  live 
to  make  amends  for  a  part  of  the  past ;  I  might  live  to  conciliate  the  state  which  I  have  in- 
jured. My  execution  will  be  an  example  to  the  world,  but  no  reparation  of  my  deeds.  I  hate 
vice,  and  ardently  long  for  virtue  and  honesty.  1  have  shown  my  abUities  to  be  a  terror  to 
my  native  land ;  I  hope  that  some  yet  remain  to  be  exerted  for  her  advantage. 

**  I  know  that  I  make  an  unprecedented  request  My  life  is  forfeited.  It  ill  becomes  me 
to  interfere  with  the  business  of  justice.  But  I  have  not  yet  made  my  appearance  in  chains 
and  bonds — I  am  still  free,  and  fear  has  the  smallest  share  in  my  request 

**  It  is  clemency  I  beg  for.  A  claim  on  justice,  even  if  I  had  one,  I  would  not  attempt  to 
make — yet  I  might  venture  to  make  a  suggestion  to  my  judge.  The  computation  of  my  course 
of  erime  dates  with  the  sentence  that  first  destroyed  my  reputation.  Had  it  been  that  mode- 
ration was  not  then  refused  me«  I  might  not  now  perchance  stand  In  need  of  your  clemency. 

**  Let  clemency  pass  for  justice,  my  prince.  If  it  is  in  your  royal  power  to  prevail  over  the 
law,  you  will  bestow  life  on  me.  It  shall  be  from  henceforth  devoted  to  your  service.  If 
possible,  let  me  become  acquainted  with  your  most  gracious  will  throu|(h  the  public  papers, 
and,  relying  on  your  royal  word,  I  will  present  myself  in  the  capital.  Should  you  determine 
otherwise  respecting  me,  let  justice  perform  her  part,  I  must  perform  mine." 

To  this  petition,  as  well  as  to  a  second,  and  a  third,  in  which  the  suppliant  begged  for  the 
place  of  a  trooper  in  the  service  of  the  prince,  no  answer  was  returned.  His  hope  for  a  pardon 
was  completely  extinguished.  He  then  resolved  to  flee  from  the  country,  and  to  die  a  brav« 
soldier  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 

He  succeeded  in  slipping  away  from  his  band,  and  cdmmenoed  his  journey.  The  road  led 
to  a  small  town  where  he  intended  to  pass  the  night  A  short  time  previously  express  com- 
mands had  been  issued  for  a  stricter  examination  of  travellers,  because  the  prince,  who  was  an 
elector  of  the  empire,  had  taken  part  in  the  war. 

The  gate-clerk  of  this  town  had  received  similar  commands.  As  the  Sonnenwirth  rode  up 
he  was  sitting  on  a  bench  before  the  barriere.  His  appearance  was  somewhat  ridiculous,  and 
perhaps  something  terrible  and  wild.  The  meagre  pony  on  which  he  rode,  and  the  comica^ 
choice  of  his  garments,  which  were  probably  suggested  less  by  his  taste  than  by  the  chrono- 
logical order  of  his  thefts,  contrasted  oddly  enough  with  a  countenance  over  which  many 
violent  passions  lay  spread,  like  the  mutilated  corpses  on  a  field  of  battle.  The  gate- clerk 
started  at  the  appearance  of  this  odd-looking  traveller.  He  had  become  grey  at  the  barriere, 
and  an  official  experience  of  fourteen  years  had  made  him  an  infyiible  physiognomist  of  every 
stroller.  The  hawk-eye  of  this  conning  examiner  dki  not  mistako  kis  man  even  here.  He 
Immediately  closed  the  town  gate,  and  demanded  lus  passport  from  the  horseman,  while  he  at 
the  same  time  secured  the  reins.  Wolf  was  prepared  for  an  accident  of  this  sort,  and  actually 
brought  a  passport  with  him,  which  he  had  long  since  taken  from  a  merchant  whom  he  robbed. 
But  this  single  testimony  was  not  sufficient  to  overcome  the  result  of  an  observation  of  fouKeen 
years,  and  induce  the  ofacle  at  the  barriere  to  make  his  recantation.  The  gate-clerk  believed 
bis  eyes  more  than  this  paper,  and  Wolf  was  obliged  to  accompany  him  to  the  office.  The 
superior  officer  examined  the  passport  and  pronounced  it  to  be  correct.  He  was  a  great  wor- 
shipper of  news,  and  was  particularly  fond,  whilst  enjoying  his  bottle,  of  chatting  over  the 
Uv  wspaper.  The  passport  informed  him  that  its  owner  came  direct  from  the  hostile  provinces^ 
which  were  the  scat  of  war.  He  expected  to  draw  some  private  news  out  of  the  stranger,  and 
se^t  a  secretary  back  with  the  passport  to  invite  him  to  a  flask  of  wine. 

In  the  meantime  the  Sonnenwirth  stops  before  the  office.  The  Iqai%Vv^VA^  %^^^\.x^« 
eoUeets  around  him  the  Doiiy  tAbble  of  the  town.    The;/  i^YkVa^^t  Ui  ««j&\i  ^^«v'\  ««c%  \««A^^t^ 
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OB  tbe  hocM  ladl  xidarjdtaraatflije.  The  raillery  of  ibe  aob  at  length  ineraaMf  iD  a  load 
ttunult ;  anfortimatelj,  the  horse  at  which  the  fin^rt  of  all  were  now  pohited  wtt  a  atakft 
one ;  he  now  iraagiaef  that  the  hone  was  advecUiad  and  reoogniiedL  The  onej^peetad  hoa- 
pitalUy  of  the  chief  offioer  oomjileted  his  distrust.  He  now  takes  it  fbr  certain  that  tha  ohoat 
of  his  passport  had  betrayed  him,  and  that  thisiniitation  was  a  plan  to  take  him  aUvc^  and 
without  resistance.  His  evil  jCOBscienoe  aakes  him  act  the  part  of  a  blodJiea^  he  pots  tpian 
to  bis  horse  and  runs  off  without  giving  a  r^jr» 

This  sudden  flight  is  the  signal  for  the  uproar. 

**  A  thieC"  cry  all,  and  hasten  after  him.  With  the  horseman  it  is  a  matter  of  lifo  and 
death;  he  has  the  start;  his  pursaers,  out  of  breath,  pant  after  him ;  he  is  near  his  ddtvenuMe^ 
but  a  heavy  invisible  naod  presses  on  him,  the  hour  of  his  destiny  is  expired,  inexorablo 
Nemesis  arrests  her  debtor.  The  street  in  which  he  trusted  is  a  blind  one^  he  is  obliged  to 
turn  back  towards  his  pursuers. 

The  noise  of  this  oocuvrenoe  has  in  the  meantime  put  the  entire  town  in  motion.  Crowds 
join  crowds,  all  the  streets  are  thronged,  a  host  of  enemies  advance  against  him*  He  pulls 
out  a  pistoL  The  people  yield.  He  intends  to  make  a  way  through  the  multitude  by  foracu 
'*  Whoever  is  so  fool-hardy,"  cried  be,  **  as  to  oppose  me,  shall  receive  thu  charge**'  Pear 
imposed  an  universal  pause.  A  courageous  locknnith  seises  bis  arm  from  behind,  and  aeiaed 
the  finger  with  which  the  infatuated  man  was  just  about  to  pull  the  trigger,  and  pressed  it 
out  of  the  joint.  The  pistol  fell  The  weaponless  man  is  pulled  from  his  horse,  and  dragged 
back  in  triumph  to  the  office* 

**  Who  are  you  ?*'  asked  the  magistrate,  in  rather  a  harsh  tone. 

'*  A  man  who  is  resolved  to  answer  no  questions  till  he  is  treated  with  civility.  **  > 

"  Who  are  you?** 

**  What  I  pretend  to  be.  I  have  travelled  through  the  entire]  of  Germany,  and  hafo 
nowhere  been  treated  with  snch  impudence  as  here.'* 

'*  Your  sudden  flight  makes  you  liable  to  suspicion.    Why  did  you  take  to  flight?** 

'*  Because  I  was  weary  of  being  the  laughiog-stock  of  your  rabhle." 

**  You  threatened  to  fire  ?'* . 

**  My  pistol  was  not  loaded.**  ! 

They  examined  and  found  there  was  no  bullet  m  it.  "^ 

Why  do  you  carry  arms  ooncealed  about  your  person  ?* 

Because  I  carry  valuables  with  me,  and  because  I  have  been  warned  of  a  certain  Son* 
nenwurth  who  roams  about  these  parts.** 

^  Your  answers^  are  very  good  proofs  of  your  confidence,  but  not  of  the  justice  of  your 
cause.  I  will  give  you  time  till  to-morrow  to  consider  whether  you  will  disclose  the  truth 
to  me." 

**  I  will  adhere  to  my  dedaration.** 

«  Take  him  to  prison.** 

*'  To  prison !  Sir  Officer*  I  hope  that  there  is  yet  some  justice  in  this  land.  I  will  demand 
satisfaction.'* 

**  You  shall  have  it  as  soon  as  you  justify  yourself*' 

On  the  following  day  the  officer  reflected  that  the  stranger  might  well  be  innocent.  His 
commanding  tone  effected  nothing  with  bis  stubbornness.  It  would  perhaps  be  better  to 
treat  him  courteously  and  ndldly.  He  summoned  the  jury  of  the  plaoe^  and  caused  the  pri* 
soner  to  be  brought  forward. 

«( Will  you  pardon  my  first  excitement,  sir,  if  I  treated  you  somewhat  too  harshly  yesi 
terday?" 

**  Most  willingly,  if  you  take  ma  at  my  word.'* 

**  Our  laws  are  imperative,  and  your  adventure  of  yesterday  has  made  some  noise.  1 
cannot  set  you  free  without  a  violation  of  my  duty.  Appearances  are  against  ycm  s  I  wisii 
you  would  tell  me  sosDetbtng  by  which  they  might  be  refiited***  ^ 

''What  if  I  know  nothing?*'  <    ' 

**  I  must  communicate  the  case  to  the  governments  and  you  ffloit  jnemain  in  close  ono* 
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**  Then  yon  ran  the  risk  of  being  flogged  as  a  vagabond  beyond  the  boundaries,  or,  if  it 
abonid  happen  more  favourably,  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  recruiting-officer.'* 

He  remained  silent  for  a  few  minutes,  and  appeared  to  struggle  violently  with  himself;  he 
then  turned  quickly  round  to  the  magistrate. 

**  May  I  be  alone  with  you  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ?" 

The  jury-men  looked  doubtingiy,  but  retired  on  a  commanding  wink  from  their  superior. 

**  Now,  what  do  you  desire  ?** 

"  Your  conduct  yesterday.  Sir  Officer,  could  never  hav^  brought  me  to  a  confession,  for 
l»rce  I  defy.  The  modesty  with  which  you  have  treated  me  to-day  makes  me  trust  and 
etteem  you.     I  believe  that  you  are  a  generous  man." 

'*  What  have  you  to  say  to  me?'* 

'*  I  see  that  you  are  a  generous  man ;  I  have  long  wished  for  a  man  like  yon.  Give  me 
jonr  hand  1" 

•*  To  what  does  this  tend  ?' 

**  That  head  is  grey  and  venerable.  You  have  been  long  in  the  world,  have  had  many 
afflictions — is  it  not  trae  ?  and  are  become  humane.*' 

•«  Sir,  to  what  does  that  tend  ?** 
•  ^  You  stand  yet  a  step  from  eternity  soon-r-ioon  will  you  have  need  of  the  clemency  of 
God.     Will  you  refuse  it  to  man  ?    Do  you  guess  nothing?    With  whom  do  you  suppose  you 
are  conversing  ?** 

**  What  is  that  ?  you  alarm  me." 

**  Do  you  not  guess  it  yet?  Write  to  your  prince,  tell  him  how  you  found  me^  and  that 
I  was  spontaneouriy  my  own  betrayer—that  God  may  at  some  time  have  mercy  npon  him,  if  b* 
will  now  have  mercy  upon  me.    Entreat  him  for  me,  old  man,  and  then  shed  a  tear  on  your 

laport      I  AM  TBI  SONNBNWiaTB." 


THE  END 


BERTRAND  DE  LA  CROIX, 
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Ill  follow  thit  good  man ;  and  go  with  you. 
And  having  sworn  truth,  erer  will  be  true. 
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CHAFTER  L 


"  mWlMrthUcMdsui*  Mid  fo  with  yvM, 
Aa«  kMTlBg  •w<minilb,ef«r  Witt  be  tnM." 


It  was  on  the  eveDing  of  one  of  those  uncertain  days  of  spring,  which  winter  and  summer  seem 
to  fix  upon  ns  as  a  common  battle-field,  now  frowning  with  donds  of  sleet  and  hall,  and  now 
snaOiBg  with  as  bright  a  glance  as  if  the  blue  eye  of  heaven  had  never  known  a  tear,— it  was  on 
the  evening  of  such  a  day,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1522,  that,  in  the  public  room  of  en- 
tertainment of  a  small  inn  at  Beaucaire,  with  his  feet  placed  upon  the  large  iron  dogs  w%ich 
supported  a  wood  fire^ — one  foot  upon  one  and  the  other  upon  the  other — sat  a  young  traveller, 
taming  over  the  red  fagots  on  the  hearth  with  the  steel  tip  of  his  sword-scabbard. 

His  form  was  light,  though  muscular,  and  he  had  more  the  appearance  of  great  agility  than 
of  great  strength.  Yet  he  was  cast  so  heedlessly  on  his  seat,  and  his  limbs  seemed  to  fait  with 
such  a  nerveless  heaviness,  that  the  promise  of  activity  afforded  by  his  figure  was  belled  by  the 
Kstlessness  of  his  air,  and  he  might  have  passed  for  one  of  the  habitual  hostelrie  loungers  of  the 
period,  had  not  a  certain  meditative  sadness  in  his  countenance  spoken  a  mind  overcome  by 
bitter  thoughts  rather  than  a  body  consumed  by  customary  sloth.  His  habit  was  good,  but  not 
new  ;  and  a  scanty  portion  of  fur  and  gold  about  hb  mantle,  seemed  to  say  that  the  wearer's 
ittdinatlon  foi'  splendid  apparel  was  more  confined  by  the  narrowness  of  his  purse  than  by  any 
circumstance  of  birth  or  any  simplicity  of  taste. 

There  was  no  one  in  the  chamber  but  himself,  and  totally  given  up  to  deep  and  seemingly 
sad  meditations,  he  continued  stirring  the  embers  with  the  point  of  his  sword-scabbard,  appa- 
rently unconscious  both  of  the  occupation  in  which  he  was  engaged  and  the  Instrument  which 
lie  employed  in  it.  A  tankard  of  strong  Rhone  wine  stood  untouched  upon  the  table ;  and  while 
(he  wind  whistled  through  the  ill  stopped  cracks  of  the  poor  tenement  in  which  he  sat,  almost 
extinguishing  the  lights  in  the  sconce,  and  the  rain  of  a  sharp  night  shower  dashed  angrily 
against  the  casement,  he  unconsciously  sang  a  verse  or  two  of  an  old  Spanish  ballad,  which  had 
prslbably  as  much  resemblance  to  the  real  matter  of  his  thoughts  as  the  Tourbillons  of  Des- 
cartes bad  to  the  system  of  the  universe. 

«*  Mm  de  1u  pesaa  qne  siento. 
R»tB  M  la  «iM  pnaclpal, 
Pnrque  perdenae  yo  eol«f 
Al  |M»r»»er  llMDaa  ganar. 
Y  eo  p«rd«MnM  vm»  •^ooii^ 
En  \,*  rder  •m  mas  cobrar ; 
11 M  pa  Mti  lo  qvevaia. 
No  lo  quenuBoa  diiaiar.' 

.So  he  sung ;  and  indeed  it  is  an  extraordinary  fisct,  that,  under  (he  pressure  of  many  a  heavy 
grie^  the  heart  will  often  find  a  voice  in  music  for  sorrows  that  are  silent  to  language.  In  such 
eases  the  words  to  which  the  melody  are  joined  are  nothing.  It  is  the  music  that  is  eloquent, 
and  never  did  a  more  melancholy  tone  breathe  forth  the  feelings  of  a  sad  and  troubled  spirit. 
His  thoughts,  his  sensations,  his  very  external  senses,  seemed  so  powerfully  concentrated  on 

deep  and  absorbing  theme,  that  the  extraordinary  occurrences  that  passed  around  him 

veiled  from  his  eyes  and  ears. 
A  troop  of  horseastopped  at  the  Inn  gate,  and  the  clattering  hooCa  axi^  \vx^va%  fjl^€vK  <:»:^%<- 
liions  might  have  awakened  the  seven  sleeperai  but  bia  dr«aAT«iMuajs4^i^T^«ek«vn.^V«Tfia^^ 
«0^  AM  oTai/ the  iB«o/ fooadf  which  traaq^  tiM  tnl^  U  i^Uifa  «^ 
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A  fine  manly  voice  was  then  heard  giving  manifold  dlreetimu  to  some  mttte  attendantt. 
^  Croaa  the  ferrj  with  all,  speed  and  then  on  to  Arles«— The  horses  are  quite  fresh..^*TEs 
hot  three  leagues.— Tell  the  noble  prior  that  I  remain  behind  on  business  at  Beaucaire»  bat 
that  I  come  onward  to-morrow;  and  you,  brother  FVancis,  see  that  the  arms  be  all  arrived, 
and  exanUne  well  that  they  be  in  good  oonditioo.  Think  of  all  things  for  the  good  of  the 
order,— '  Wateb  and  pray !' "     . 

With  such  injunctions,  half  clerical  half  military,  the  speaker  conduded ;  the  clattering  of 
the  boob  again  echoed  along  the  street,  mingling  as  it  receded  with  the  howling  of  the  wind, 
the  pattering  of  the  rain,  and  the  roarbg  of  the  angry  Rhone ;  and,  after  a  lltUe  more  bustle 
at  the  door,  the  worthy  host,  with  various  nondescript  attendants,  ushered  in  the  stranger, 
who  had  remained  behind,  and  whose  step,  as  he  strode  up  to  the  hearth,  was  the  flnt  thing 
which  roused  the  original  tenant  of  the  room  from  his  dream  of  other  times. 

The  young  man  started,  for  a  moment  loolied  bewUdered,  as  one  whose  thoughts  had  been 
fiur,  for  away ;  then  rose  from  his  stool,  and  fixing  his  eyes  for  an  instant  intently  on  the  foce 
of  his  new  companion,  he  withdrew  from  the  monopolising  position  in  which  he  had  placed 
himself  before  the  fire,  and  with  a  graceful  inclination  of  the  head  made  room  for  the  other 
to  share  in  the  warm  smile  of  cold,  stem  winter's  most  cheerful  opponent. 

The  stranger  shook  his  robe,  which  was  drenched  with  the  night  rain,  and  took  his  seat  by 
the  fire,  gazing  for  a  brief  space  on  his  young  compank>n,  with  one  of  those  glances  of  quick 
examination  which  we  are  wont  to  bestow  on  him  that  is  to  be  our  fellow  for  an  hour— rapid 
but  keen — superficial  but  comprehensive.  His  own  occupation  was  at  once  denoted  by  the 
dark  robe  and  eight-limbed  cross  worn  by  the  knights  of  St  John  of  Rhodes,  and  his  tall 
martial  form,  his  broad  splendid  brow,  round  the  high  contour  of  which  the  grey  locks  of  eld 
curled  unthinned  and  luxuriant,  his  eye  full  of  fire  and  intellect,  his  proud  lip,  on  whose  pajUi- 
cian  bend  hong  a  world  of  energy  and  command,  all  bespoke  one  of  the  best  knights  of  that 
gallant  order,  the  stumbling-block  of  the  Saracen  power,  and  the  bulwark  of  Christendom. 

All  this  was  easily  read,  and  one  hasty  glance  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  younger  traveler,, 
but  he  himself  presented  a  page  which  his  companion  found  harder  to  decipher.  His  dress 
was  that  of  middle  rank,  which  in  those  days  was  less  common  in  every  country  of  the  world 
than  it  is  now.  Each  dass  was  then  more  distinct :  the  peasant  trod  less  upon  the  kibe  of  the 
peer,  and  every  species  and  genus  in  that  branch  of  zoology  called  society,  was  in  general  to 
be  known  immediately  by  some  external  mark,  as  distinctly  as  the  beaks  of  the  acdpitrine  or 
the  legs  of  the  gruine  tribe.  The  young  stranger,  however,  in  simplicity  of  apparel,  tovdied 
somewhat  upon  the  dass  of  burghers,  while  a  casual  ornament  of  a  higher  grade  spoke  preten- 
sions to  a  more  elevated  birth. 

The  first  glance  the  Knigbt  of  Rhodes  bad  given  did  not  satisfy  him,  and  he  again  nn 
his  eye  over  the  stranger's  dress :  then,  still  undetermined,  he  turned  it  to  his  fooe^  and  read* 
or  thought  he  read,  the  traces  of  tender  education  and  gentle  breeding  in  the  fine^  dear,  defiaed 
lines  of  his  features,  and  the  flash  of  his  dark  melanchdy  eye  i  while  the  extreme  whiteoen  of 
the  upper  part  of  his  forehead,  which  was  commonly  shaded  by  his  hat,  contrasted  strong 
vdth  the  ruddy,  sun-burned  hue  of  the  rest  of  his  countenance. 

What  had  been  apparently  a  severe  wound,  was  still  covered  with  a  long  bladi  patch  npoa 
his  cheek ;  and  as  the  younger  travdler  suddenly  roused  himself  from  one  of  his  deep  fits  of 
thought,  and  surprised  the  eyes  of  his  companion  fixed  upon  his  foce,  the  Knight  of  St  John 
took  that  wound  as  the  pass-word  to  conversatioo,  saying-. 

**  You  have  been  in  the  late  wars,  young  shr,  I  see.** 

**  I  have.  Sir  Knight,**    was  the  reply ;  and  the  younger  stranger  again  sank  Into  aOenoe. 

'*  Was  it  In  the  wars  of  Navarre,  of  Flanders,  or  of  Burgundy  ?"  demanded  the  other  i  ^  I 
have  a  motive  for  my  curiosity,  young  gentleman,  better  than  cariosity  alone." 

"  And  I  have  no  motive  for  concealment,*'  replied  the  young  sokller ;  ^  I  served  In  Kanarrt," 
and^  was  again  silent. 

There  was  a  degree  of  cold,  and  somewhat  haughty  reserve  in  his  manner,  that  aecacd  to 

offend  the  Knight  of  St  John  who  doubtless  looked  upon  the  advances  of  an  old  and  dlallB- 

^nJshed  member  of  so  renowned  an  order,  as  an  honour  to  which  any  stripling  soldier  tsdUb^ 

repfy  with  jomewhat  more  fiiee  respect.    A  doud  came  over  his  brow,  and  his  eye  qiarkled 

iSv  bf^ofheatpMsedbyUnnwdliMai., 
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"  After  aO,"*  muttered  he  to  himself,  *'  we  are  but  poor  frUn,  or  at  least  poor  aoldiers  of 
Christ ;  we  should  he  humbler  than  we  are.  In  Navarre,**  he  added  aloud,  **  I  have  a  brmve 
nephew,  my  dead  brother's  only  son,  whoisfightiog  uodcr  the  noble  Andrew  de  Fotx  to  restore 
to  Henry  d*Albret  hb  natural  dominions  of  Navarre ;  I  would  lain  hear  news  of  him,  younf 
fir.     In  your  campaigns  have  you  met  with  the  young  Duke  of  Nivelle  ?" 

**  There  was  such  a  person  in  the  army,**  replied  the  soldier,  *'  and  I  remember  we  won 
our  knightly  spurs  together  at  the  taking  of  Pampeluna,  but  the  difference  of  our  fbrtunee 
threw  us  far  apart.     I  saw  him  once,  however,  in  the  prison  at  Logrcigiio.*' 

**  In  prison  r*  exclaimed  the  knight ;  •*  in  prison  r 

'*  Ay.  in  prison  r*  replied  the  young  soldier.  "  Have  you  not  heard  of  our  defeat,  and  the 
taking  of  the  young  Count  de  Foi|:,  and  all  his  officers  ?— tis  an  old  tale  with  us.  Some  three 
vreeks  gone  we  fought  the  Spanish  army  and  were  beaten,— *tis  an  old  tale  bow." 

**  But  I  have  been  travelling  quick,  though  long,  my  son,**  replied  the  knight,  "  and  have 
thought  of  nothing  but  how  best  to  fulfil  my  duty  towards  the  Grand  l^^er  and  my  orders 
by  sending  arms  and  provisions  to  Rhodes  against  the  menaced  invasion  of  the  Tnrka.  Speak, 
shr ;  was  my  nephew  still  in  prison  ? — how  did  you  yourself  escape  ?— does  he  requhre  rinaom  ?     , 
—where  is  he  confined  ?" 

The  youth  gazed  on  his  elder  companion  for  a  moment  with  a  glance,  in  which  the  eager 
anxiety  of  the  knight's  questions  seemed  to  have  awakened  a  corresponding  eneigy ;  bat 
imtantly  the  light  faded  away,  and  the  same  cold  shadow  fell  over  his  &oe. 

**  In  truth,  I  cannot  tell,**  he  replied  gravely,  **  whether  the  Duke  de  Neville  be  itill  in  pri« 
flOQ  or  not  He  sent  to  Toulouse  for  money  to  pay  his  ransom,  and  doubtless  it  has  reached 
him  by  this  time.  I  myself  escaped  by  accident,  and  go  to  try  my  sword  under  the  new  Grand 
Master  of  Rhodes  against  the  Turks." 

The  Knight  of  St  John  paused  thoughtfully  for  a  moment,  as  if  there  was  something  in 
the  yottth*s  reply  that  had  struck  him  deeply.  **  The  new  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes  !*'  bo  said 
at  length  thoughtfully.  <*  It  is  strange  that  I,  a  prior  of  the  order,  should  first  hear  that  there 
is  a  new  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes  from  the  lips  of  a  stranger ;  but  De  Merail  loves  me  not 
When  he  offered  me  lUs  daughter  for  my  nephew  in  marriage,  I  refused  an  allianoe  with  a 
man  of  his  great  pride,  and  now  he  loves  me  not,  and  doubtless  has  never  notified  to  me  his 
Section,  that  I  may  be  the  last  informed  of  the  order.  So  Fabridiis  Carette,  that  valiant 
prinee,  is  dead,  and  De  Merail  has  of  course  been  elected  in  his  place  ?** 

While  his  companion  thus  spoke,  half  communing  with  himself,  half  carrying  on  the  oon- 
Tersation  in  which  they  had  been  engaged,  the  young  soldier  had  apparently  relapsed  into 
thought,  and  with  his  eyes  fixed  again  upon  the  embcrf ,  seemed  far  away  in  some  silent  world 
of  his  own.  Nothing  showed  that  he  heard  the  good  knight's  words,  till  at  length,  without  a 
diange  of  feature,  he  replied  abstractedly,  **  Carette,  indeed,  is  dead !  De  Merail  has  lost  the 
election  of  which  he  was  so  sure,  and  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  is  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes.'* 

The  Knight  of  St  John  started  on  his  feet  «*  1 1— I  !**  cried  he.  '*  Impossible  I  utteriy 
impossible  I  How  should  Do  Merail  lose  his  election,  with  wealth,  and  rank,  and  infiuence-* 
and  be  it  said  too,  with  valour,  and  wisdom,  and  talent  ?  And  how  should  I  be  chosen— 
abeent,  and  probably  almost  forgotten  ?  But  tell  me,  sir»  who  are  you,  who  know  so  much 
more  of  my  order  than  myself?'* 

**  A  poor  gentleman  of  Tourain,**  replied  the  youth,  *'  Bcrtrand  de  la  Croix  by  name,  and 
it  is  easy  to  tell  how  I  learnt  all  the  news  I  give  you.  *Tis  but  two  days  since*  that  landing 
at  Marseilles,  from  Spain,  I  met  with  a  whole  train  of  knights  and  serving  brothers  of  the 
order  of  St  John  who  had  been  at  Paris,  seeking  in  vain  for  you — if  you  mdeed,  as  your  words 
imply,  be  the  newly  elected  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes.  I  came  on  hither,  baring  some  busi. 
Bess  at  Toulouse,  and  intending  instantly  to  make  my  way  back,  and,  with  the  first  bark 
sailing,  to  take  a  passage  for  Rhodes,  with  the  purpose  of  there  offering  my  sword  to  the  Grand 
Master  on  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  Turks.  That  sword  I  now  offer  with  all  ny  heart— 
accept  it,  sir,  fbr  it  is  the  first  drawn  in  your  service.** 

The  Grand  Master  stood  for  a  moment  mute,  with  his  eye  fixed  upon  vacancy,  whilst  a 
erowd  of  new  sensations  filled  his  bosom ;  hopes,  doubts,  aDxieties,  pride  chastened  h^  m<ydft> 
ration,  ambition  elevated  and  purified  by  religion  and  disvutAteiXedtk^M.  k  ^t^^^  ^  'ut^'S&wbak 
f0o  whirled  throagh  bti  brain— cares,  dangers,  d!iffieu\t\t9.  mxiOi  \ft  >i^  mftV  «sA  xD»s5^\ft>a«i 
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OVOToome,  much  to  be  prevented,  and  much  to  be  cniihed.  The  tudden  anaouncement  of  bis 
new  mtlmi  changed*  like  the  touch  of  death,  his  state  of  existence ;  his  relation  to  oTerfthiqf 
around  was  altered  ;  he  was  in  a  new  worid,  where  all  was  new,  vague,  uncertain,  indiitinetv 
noYiuiiniarized  with  his  mind  and  heart ;  jet  still  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  whole  wu 
flteasing.  However  much  we  may  guard  against  the  seductions  of  our  vanity,  that  Dalllih  of 
tlie  human  mind,  her  blandishments  will  still  be  sweet,  even  though  they  win  us  not  to  evil. 
Re  coiild  not  hide  from  himself  that  the  tidhigs  were  gratifying  to  him,  and  he  that  had  first 
commuAicUted  fhem,  found  the  avenues  of  his  heart  opened  by  the  news  that  he  had  given. 

The  Grand  Master  laid  his  hand  kindly  upon  his  young  companion's  shoulder:  ^  Tonr 
sword,  young  sir,*  he  said,  **  is  willingly  accepted  by  the  order  of  St  John,  for,  by  my  faith,  we 
shall  need  the  assistance  of  all  our  friends.  If  tlie  news  which  I  have  gnihered  In  Hungary  be 
correct  regarding  the  preparations  of  the  Turk.  But. should  what  you  tell  me  of  my  election 
be  true— and  I  will  not  doubt  it— I  muit  instantly  forward  to  Marseilles  to  meet  the  deputies 
(}f  the  council ;  although,  God  help  us,  I  most  therefore  abandon  the  design  I  hod  formed  of 
going  on  into  Nav&rre  to  see  ray  poor  nephew,  whom  I  have  not  met  fur  these  fifteen  long 
yours.  Would  that  I  could  find  any  one  worthy  of  confidence  who  would  bear  a  letter  for  me 
to  my  poor  Nlvcllc,  if  he  be  still  in  prison,  or  would  absolutely  ascertain  that  he  is  free.** 

The  Grand  Master  fixed  his  eyes  upon  his  young  companion,  who  at  once  understood  his 
meaning,  and  accepted  the  commission.  Nor  let  it  be  thought  extraordinary  that  Bcrtraud 
de  la  Croix  thus  readily  undertook  a  fatiguing  journey,  and  a  difficult,  perhaps  a  dangerous 
enterprise,  for  a  person  he  had  seen  but  for  one  short  hour.  In  those  days  the  reverence  for 
age  itself  was  great,  and  for  high  military  renown  still  greater.  The  name  of  Villiers  de  Tlsle 
Adam  was  gloriously  known  throughout  all  Europe,  and  even  without  having,  like  Bertrand, 
taken  service  under  him,  which  rendered  his  request  almost  a  command,  there  was  probablj 
scarcely  a  young  soldier  in  oil  France  who  would  have  hesitated  to  do  his  will,  had  it  sent 
them  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

A  few  brief  explanations  ensued.  The  Grand  Master  informed  his  young  companion  that, 
with  all  his  impatience  to  depart  for  Rhodes,  he  would  bo  still  obliged  to  wait  at  Marseilles  for 
several  weeks,  embarking  the  military  stores  and  reinforcements,  which  during  many  months 
he  had  been  employed  in  collecting  for  the  defence  of  the  order ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
yonng  soldier  should  with  all  speed  rejoin  '  him  there,  bringing  with  him,  if  possible,  the  old 
knight's  nephew,  the  Duke  of  Nivelle.  The  letter  was  then  written,  some  business  concluded 
between  the  Grand  Master  and  the  merchants  of  Beaucairc,  and  the  two  travellers  separifted, 
to  proceed  the  next  day  each  upon  his  own  path. 


CHAPTER   IL 

When  1  wimw  the  bcaatie*  of  thy  face, 

I  fear  not  death,  nor  daii|:ei«,  nor  diiipracc.— Drtobn. 

Thk  sun  had  risen  and  set,  and  risen  again,  since  we  last  left  Bcrtrand  de  la  Croix,  and  now 
he  was  in  Spain ;  not,  indeed,  in  either  Navarre  or  Castile,  but  in  the  rich  and  beautiful 
land  of  Catalonia,  upon  that  lovely  shore  that  casts  its  splendid  smile  over  the  bright  waters 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  A  high  old  tower,  perclied  upon  a  wild,  bold  rock,  from  the  scanty 
earth  of  which  a  thousand  shrubs  and  trees  sprung  up  and  waved  their  green  branches  in  tho 
sunshine  of  a  Spanish  spring,  looked  over,  on  the  one  hand,  a  wide  track  of  hill  and  dale,  and 
wood  and  pasture,  and  river  and  cascade,  and  on  the  other  hung  beetling  above  the  waves. 

France  and  Spain  were  at  enmity,  and  invading  armies  lay  on  the  frontier  of  each  ;  but 
there  wandered  the  young  French  soldier  through  that  fair  scene,  enjoying  all  its  beauties,  nor 
did  he  seem  to  fear  aught  of  evil  or  interruption.  The  cloud  had  passed  from  his  brow  alsOt 
and  indeed  a  magic  more  potent  than  northern  spells  seemed  to  have  been  used  to  dispel  iC» 
for  as  he  wound  down  from  the  castle  along  the  meandering  and  sunny  path,  as  fair  a  creature 
as  ever  Nature  in  her  sweetest  and  most  witching  mood  created  hung  upon  his  arm,  withShat 
fond  confidence  which  only  love,  full,  deep,  undoubting  love,  can  give.  Far  out  of  earwfbo^ 
tofiDg  with  ont  of  those  gay  and  silky  dogs,  whose  true  though  fawning  attachment, 
'^"     '-^ent  lore  have  become  almost  a  b>-wocd  Va  \Xk«  uousCta^  n&  v^N«i»a 
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oM  ledate  dome,  clothed  in  hood  and  wimple  of  deep  blade,  with  prim,  auhservient  fbatareii, 
touched  with  a  grim  look  of  habitual  acid,  which  at  once  denoted  the  duenna.  Down  lb 
the  vmltey  too,  two  pag^  of  tiie  truo  pag«  breed,  pert,  happy,  thoughtlett,  and  as  fhi«  as 
new-btown  bnttereup«^  held  the  proud  horse  which  had  borne  the  young  soldier  thKher, 
and  which,  glancing  his  dear  eye  around,  wKh  raised  ear  and  pawing  hoof,  seemed  anxious' 
ibr  his  lord's  return,  to  dart  away  and  re?el  in  his  fleetness  and  his  strength. 

But  Bertrand  de  la  Crohi  was  in  no  haste  to  qait  such  ftjr  company,  and  as  he  strayed 
coward,  and  ever  and  aoou  gased  fondly  on  the  lovely  being  by  his  side,  a  thousand  varied 
ipresdons  of  happiness  lit  up  his  features,  changing  from  the  gay  and  laughing  glanoe  of 
sparkling  joy  to  the  calm,  placid  smile  of  bland  content  Nor  were  the  dark  full  eyes  that 
looked  upon  him  sad,  though  there  was  a  tenderer  tone  in  their  delight,  and  at  times  a  shades 
«8  if  of  melancholy,  would  dim  the  Hght  that  darted  through  their  long  and  sRken  lashes. 

At  length,  as  the  path  wound  round  the  hill,  there  suddenly  broke  upon  the  eye,  through' 
the  fluttering  canopy  of  the  leaves  and  boughs,  a  bright  ikr  view  over  the  sunshiny  sea ;  and 
Bertrand  paused,  and  stretching  fbrth  his  hand  towards  it,  he  exclaimed — ^^  Over  the  sea^ 
Isabel !  over  the  sea  t  Quick,  quick,  if  you  love  me !  rapidly  as  Juno's  messenger,  or  as  the 
wfaiged  will  of  Jove  I  You  are  not  frightened,  dearest,  at  those  dark  blue  waves  ?  Look  how 
they  donee  and  smile  in  *  the  golden  son-light,  as  if  to  woo  your  small  feet  to  the  bark  iliat 
shall  bear  you,  like  the  floating  feather  of  some  snowy  bird,  to  the  spicy  island  of  the  east ! 
Oh,  DO,  00 !  so  fair  a  thhig  as  thou  art  should  never  fear ;  *tis  not  in  the  cold  craelty  of  the 
iMBt  treacherous  sea  to  hurt  thee,  far  less  so  bright  a  plain  of  calm  bloe  waters  as  that  No, 
no !  it  shall  be  I  who  will  fear,  and  listen  for  every  wind,  lest  it  rock  my  Isabel  too  roughly, 
apd  chide  every  wave,  lest  it  disturb  her  si  ambers  !    It  is  I  win  fear  T' 

The  lady  shook  her  head.  "You  fearP  she  answered:  **you  know  not  what  fbar  is, 
Bertrand.  I  do  fear^-yet  stfll,  if  that  sea  which,  with  all  its  multitude  of  fislse-smtling  waves, 
looks  even  now'  like  eternity,  were  treV>led  in  extent,  I  would  cross  them  all  to  make  you  happy. 
But  stili,  though  it  is  very,  very  delightful  to  hope,  do  not  let  us  deceive  ourselves  too  f^« 
When  I  tell  you  that  my  ikther  has  summoned  me  to  Rhodes,  you  seem  to  think  that  every 
thfaig  is  over,  and  yet  forget  that  he  has  said,  fire  and  water  shall  sooner  unite  than  we  with 
bit  consent** 

**  Rash  words,  dear  Isabel !  rash  words  T  replied  her  lover ;  "  soon  said  and  soon  recanted. 
Pear  not !  fear  not  I  I  have  a  thousand  ways  to  win  htm ;  and  such  good  havoc  shall  my 
sword  make  amongst  the  Turks,  that  for  very  shame  he  shall  not  dare  refuse  me.  Then,  too, 
I  shall  see  you  eveiy  day,  and  your  dear  eyes  shall  be  the  fortunate  planets  of  my  house,  and 
light  me  on  to  glory  and  to  victory." 

With  such  lovcr-lIke  rhapsodies  they  wandered  on,  full  of  sweet  thoughts ;  and  though 
Isabel  would  hardly  own  how  much  she  herself  hoped,  and  how  mingled  with  glad  expectations 
were  her  fears  of  crossing  the  wide  sea,  yet  still  her  lover's  ardent  words  fell  not  on  her  ear 
without  eflTect ;  and  when  the  sad,  inevitable  moment  of  parting  at  length  came,  she  too  spoke 
the  mutual  words  of  comfort  and  assurance,  and  owned  that  she  felt  happier,  far  happier,  than 
when  last  they  parted,  when  he  was  about  to  speed  alone  over  the  dark  waves  to  win  a  diAeult 
oonsent  from  her  stem,  proud  parent,  and  she  had  to  remain  behiud  in  lonely  expectation, 
waiting,  comfortless,  the  uncertain  event 

Bertrand  gazed  round,  to  see  if  there  was  any  one  in  sight,  pressed  her  to  his  botom,  and 
printed  his  last  adieu  upon  the  dear  soft  lips  whose  words  had  given  him  so  much  happmesi. 
■  Then  bounding  np  the  hill,  he  turned  the  comer  of  the  rock  which  had  hidden  them  f^^oi 
the  complacent  duenna,  laid  a  small  but  satisfactory  purse  in  the  palm  of  that  worthy  and 
diflcreet  friend,  and  bidding  her  guard  well  her  mistress  in  the  approaching  voyage,  he  turned 
away,  and  hastened  to  the  valley  where  his  horse  was  held. 

^  Have  you  delivf»red  safely  the  seeks  of  money  with  the  ransom  ?**  demanded  he  of  the  ' 
elder  page.  The  boy  signified  that  he  had  fulfilled  his  orders,  and  placed  a  safe  conduct,  as  a 
passport  was  then  called,  in  the  hands  of  his  master.  "  Well,  then,"  continued  Bertrand, 
^  speed  back  to  your  fellows,  and  bring  them  with  all  haste  to  meet  me  at  Marseilles.  Ton, 
■Irrah,  hold  the  stirrup.  But  suy,**  he  continued,  •«  I  had  forgot  the  letter  !**  and  drawing  a 
step  back,  he  produced  the  identical  epistle  written  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes  to  his 
nephew,  and  after  pansinf  flir  an  fastant  to  consider,  ha  aut  €ha  iMk.  >M^Mt«Qk  ^<^  ^im^^xKofti^ 
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teriag  with  a  smile — *<  The  contents  may  be  fully  as  usefol  to  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  as  to  the 
good  Duke  of  NIveDey  so  I  see  not  why  I  should  not  read." 

Thus  sayiagy  he  perused  the  contenta  from  beghmiog  to  end,  thought  for  an  instant  in 
ribnoe,  and  then,  with  a  gay  smOe,  tore  the  letter  in  a  thousand  pieces^  and  gave  the  fluttering 
fln^ments  to  the  wind.  A  moment  after  he  was  upon  his  horse's  back ;  and,  with  as  uprigiit 
a  carriage  as  if  he  bad  violated  no  confidence  reposed  in  him,  the  deceitful  messenger  of  the 
Grand  Master  turned  on  his  road  to  France.  Gradually,  however,  as  he  spurred  on  his  way, 
the  bright  memory  of  the  happy  hours  he  had  passed  with  Isabel  de  Merail  waned  into  regrat ; , 
the  splendid  day-dream  of  young  love,  with  all  its  many-coloured  hues  of  delight,  faded  away. 
Uke  a  dying  rainbow,  as  the  star  iwhich  bad  lent  it  its  brilliant  tints  was  bidden  by  the  cold 
cloud  of  absence.  The  gay  sparkling  of  bis  look  lasted  but  for  half  an  hour ;  and,  before 
night  had  (alien,  he  was  nearly  as  cold  and  sad  as  when  first  we  pahited  him  In  the  inn  at 
Beaucaire. 

On  his  arrival  at  Marseillesa  ho  found  the  Grand  Master  in  all  the  bustle  of  active  prepa- 
rations. Knights,  and  soldiers,  and  serving  brothers  surrounded  him ;  and  in  the  palace  of  the 
bishop,  who  lodged  and  entertained  the  chief  of  the  Christian  knights  with  courtesy  and 
magnificencOf  all  was  hurry,  and  crowd,  and  inquiry,  and  command.  Bertrand  de  la  Croix 
opened  a  path  through  a  multitude  of  merchants  and  seamen,  who  waited  the  Grand  Master's 
eommands  concerning  military  stores  for  Rhodes,  and  finding  his  way  to  that  prince's  presence, 
he  gave  an  account  of  his  journey,  somewhat  dUTerent,  alas  I  from  the  true  one.  He  had  not 
been  able  to  penetrate,  he  said,  as  far  as  Logrogno ;  but  he  had  met  a  messenger  speeding 
back  to  the  Duke  of  Nlvelle  with  his  ransom,  and  to  him  be  had  confided  the  letter  of  the 
knight.  He  softened  the  mortification,  however,  which  he  saw  the  Grand  Master  experienced 
at  not  receiving  more  satisfactory  news  of  his  nephew,  by  informing  him  that  he  bad  found 
means  of  enlisting  fifty  veteran  volunteers,  who  were  willing  to  serve  the  order  of  St  John, 
under  his  command,  during  the  menaced  attack  of  the  Turks,  however  long  that  attack 
m^be. 

Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  gazed  on  his  young  companion  for  a  moment  with  a  look  of  some 
tarprlse ;  at  length  he  answered,  ^  If  fifty  veteran  soldiers  are  wUling*  to  serve  under  so  young 
a  man,  I  have  every  reason  to  rely  upon  their  judgment,  and  to  look  highly  upon  their  com- 
mander ;  but  we  will  inspect  these  troops,  Sir  Bertrand  de  la  Croix.*' 

The  young  soldier  made  no  reply ;  but  after  the  interval  of  a  few  days  his  voUmteers 
arrived,  and  were  passed  io  review  before  the  Grand  Master,  when  their  dark  and  war-worn 
countenances,  their  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  and  their  correct  and  easy  discipline,  at  once 
showed  them  choice  companions  for  dangerous  moments  and  bold  attempts.  Bertrand  de  la 
Croix  rose  hi  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master ;  but  though  the  Knight  of  Rhodea  felt  his 
curiosity  awakened,  he  would  not  descend  to  question  the  soldiers  the  young  stranger  had 
brought*  and  did  not  choose  to  make  any  inquiry  of  a  man  so  reserved  and  uncommunioative 
as  he  had  shown  himseUL 

The  troops  and  the  stores  were  embarked  with  all  posslole  speed,  and  at  length  Bertrand, 
at  the  desire  of  the  Grand  Master  himself  entered  the  vessel  which  bore  that  prince  to 
Rhodes,  and  accompanied  him  from  the  port  of  Marseilles  on  his  voyage  to  the  island  of  the 
order. 

The  sun  shono  upon  their  departure,  and  the  various  galleys  and  feluccas  which  convoyed 
the  bark  of  the  Grand  Master,  bounding  lightly  over  the  blue  waves  before  a  mild  and  favour- 
able  wind,  rendered  it  a  gay  and  splendid  scene,  as  the  armament  sailed  away  from  the  aweet 
shores  of  FVance ;  but  evil  auguries  of  all  kinds  soon  overclouded  their  passage.  Befbra  the 
ship  was  a  day  old  at  sea,  a  cry  of  firo  was  heard ;  in  an  instant  the  flames  were  seen  ronniog 
with  frightful  rapidity  from  spar  to  spar,  from  rope  to  rope,  and  from  sail  to  sail  Whu^windf 
of  smoke  and  firs  hivested  the  whole  ship,  and  drifted  over  the  sea,  and  terror,  confuaSon,  and 
despair  seemed  to  talie  possession  of  men  who  on  other  occasions  had  calmly  met  death  and 
dangw  In  a  tbonsand  varied  forms.  Some  were  mute  and  stnpified,  some  oried  wildly  for  help 
where  no  help  was  near,  and  some  sprang  into  the  sea  to  avoid  the  more  terrible  fate  around 
then.  In  that  moment  ot  peril  there  were  but  two  who  preserved  that  cool  and  ready  firmnesa 
friileh  combines  all  the  best  qualities  of  mental  and  corporeal  courage— Bertrand  de  la  Croix 
smf  $h9  Gnad  Huterid  Rhodea;  bat  their  united  efforts  recalled  the  rest  to  hope  and 
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exertion.  The  fire  was  gradually  arrested,  diminished,  extlnguishedi  and  the  vessel*  though 
JDJured,  was  preserved. 

After  a  delay  in  order  to  refit,  the  ship  pursued  her  way,  but  the  hligh  landa  of  Corsica 

•'were  hardly  out  of  sight,  when  the  heavens,  which  had  hitherto  been  as  clear  and  jsmUiiig  as 

.  a  father's  gaze  upon  the  sleeping  countenance  of  his  first-bom  child,  grew  dark  and  storn^  as 

'«n  evil  dream.    The  winds  howled  with  a  hot  sharp  gust,  the  rain  fell,  and  the  lightning 

blazed  along  the  sky.     Flash  after  flash  rent  the  angry  atmosphere,  and  at  length  the  sharp 

white  stream  of  liquid  fire  struck  the  vessel,  pierced  the  deck,  and  blazed  in  the  cabin  of  tbe 

Grand  Master.     For  a  moment  the  bright  meteoric  glare  dazzled  all  eyes.    None  saw  what 

passed  around,  and  the  intensity  of  the  light  rendered  it  akin  to  darkness ;  but  when  sight 

returned,  Bertrand  and  Villiers  de  I'lsle  Adam  found  four  of  their  companions  stretdiedliMcia 

on  the  floor.     The  storm  passed  away,  and  the  bodies  of  the  dead  had  sepulture  in  the  bosoai 

of  that  dark  chamel  of  the  sea ;   but  it  was  afterwards  found  that  the  sword  of  the  Grand 

Master  had  been  broken  by  the  lightning  in  its  sheath,  which  itself  bore  no  sign  of  tire^*  and 

-an  augured  evil  to  his  government,  when  it  began  with  such  prodigies  and  misfortunes. 

Villiers  smiled  at  evil  auguries,  and  though  at  Syracuse  he  heard  of  pirates,  who  waUad 
him  on  his  passage  to  Rhodes,  he  boldly  pursued  his  voyage,  passed  every  danger,  and  rouulU' 
Ing  Caodia,  entered  the  golden  expanse  of  the  Carpathian  sea.  A  thousand  bright  islands 
jemmed  the  waters,  and  as  the  ship  sailed  on  they  were  seen  one  after  the  other  in  the  Une 
cBstance,  invested  with  an  airy  and  fantastic  splendour,  as  if  they  were  not  really  of  the  earthy 
tmt  some  of  the  grand  phantasms  of  a  splendid  vision. 

The  heart  of'  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  beat  high,  as  he  stood  upon  the  deck  and  saw  them  one 
by  one  rise  upon  the  view,  pass  by,  and  recede  into  the  gray  obscurity  of  space.  The  many 
memories  which  those  climates  recal — the  spectres  of  a  long-gone  age  of  mighty  glory-^tho 
voices  of  a  thousand  wonderful  years,  saluted  the  young  soldier  as  be  saUed  along,  and  iCbr  a 
tine  shared  his  bosom  with  the  feelings,  the  Irishes,  the  hopes,  the  r^rets  of  the  present. 

At  length  Rhodes  itself  rose  from  the  waves. before  him,  and  passing  on  towards  its  many- 
VMOKHied  port,  he  beheld  the  armed  city  of  the  christian  knights,  stretching  down  towards 
4he  sea  with  its  glorious  gardens  of  the  olive,  the  pomegranate,  the  fig,  and  the  vke»  spreading 
over  the  uplands,  towards  the  clear  unclouded  sky. 


CHAPTER    III. 

Dmk€.  Now  !— What's  tbe  butlneM  f 

Saihr,  The  Tnrkiih  preparation  make*  for  Rhodei,  so  was  I  bid  report  here  to  the  state. 

Otbbixo. 

Wbkn  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  and  his  young  companion  first  trod  the  shores  of  Rhodes,  not  a 
sign  of  approaching  strife  was  to  be  seen.  The  island  with  all  its  dependencies  slept  in  peace, 
and  the  sails  of  the  galleys  of  the  order  fiapped  idly  in  the  listless  wind  of  the  port. 

Bat  very  soon  after  the  installation  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  whole  began  to  bear  a  new 
aspect  His  eye,  like  that  of  the  long  experienced  mariner,  which  sees  and  prepares  against 
tbe  storm  that  is  gathering  afar,  beheld  at  once  the  tempest  of  infidel  war,  which  was  silently 
aecumulating  to  break  upon  the  order  with  double  force,  and  he  lost  not  a  moment  in  putUng 
the  island  into  the  most  perfect  state  of  defence.  The  aflfairs  of  peace  were  abandoned  at 
bnce  :  stores  were  sought  in  every  part  of  the  earth :  deep  ditches  channeled  tbt  ground  in 
all  directions  round  the  city,  and  mighty  fortifications  were  raised  in  addition  to  those  whioh 
had  before  guarded  the  town  and  ports.  The  band  of  desolation,  too,  was  stretched  forth  over 
tbe  land,  and  to  insure  that  neither  the  means  of  subsistence,  nor  materials  for  offence,  might 
be  furnished  to  the  enemy  by  the  country  they  were  about  to  attack,  the  fields,  tbe  vineyardi; 
tbe  gardens  were  wasted,  the  olive  tree,  the  fig,  and  the  pomegranate  were  cut  down.  The 
country  houses  and  the  churches  were  razed  to  tbe  ground,  the  very  stonet  of  which  they 
were  built  were  swept  away,  and  the  whole  country  was  laid  as  bare  and  deeolafte  as  if  the 
cultivating  spirit  of  own  had  never  bade  it  blossom  into  beauty  and  plenleoaaness*  At  the 
same  time  that  great  and  extraordinary  force,  military  discipline,  was  ealkd  to  give  "vigour  and 
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a^drettinedrtd  with  the  blood  of  die  Ibe.  Tbe  eyw  if  aU  ««m  giwiiMllj  ftni 
Wherevtr  BertriDd  de  la  Croix  was  seen,  there  was  the  place  of  danger  and  of 
the  thickest  of  the  fight  The  Moslems  scattered  Aro«  his  ams,  like  the  dastof  the  desert 
before  the  siroc,  and  the  christians  followed  where  he  led,  like  darkness  on  the  path  ef  the 
llghtniog.  Days  and  weeks  wore  by,  and  though  supported  by  forty-fold  the  mraiber  of 
christians,  the  Turks  made  no  impression  on  the  walls  of  Rhodes ;  and  as  every  eventeg 
ck>sed  in,  some  new  tale  of  the  young  adventurer's  daring  was  added  to  those  whkh  bad  gone 
before. 

If  praise  and  honour,  however,  were  universally  given  to  him,  the  companfoa  of  all  his 
vacant  hours.  Sir  Andrew  De  Merail,  was  looked  upon  with  some  degree  of  cold  dislike^  No 
one  doubted  the  courage  of  the  chancellor  of  the  order,  who  for  eightera  years  of  his  Ufe  which 
he  had  devoted  to  its  cause  had  shown  a  (earless  valour,  unsurpassed  by  any  of  its  osenbert ; 
but  certain  it  was,  that  in  the  present  war  none  of  his  former  activity  appeared.  He  avoided 
not  danger,  it  is  true  -,  he  stood  calm  and  unmoved  in  the  mklst  of  the  thickest  fire ;  he  aeeMed 
to  forgot  the  possibility  of  personal  fear :  but  still  there  was  no  longer  any  of  that  eager  energy 
In  his  demeanour  which  had  raised  him  in  the  eyes  of  all  to  the  glorious  place  of  one  of  ttui 
most  distinguished  knights  of  St  John.  His  present  indifierence  was  easily  aoooanted  Ibr ; 
and  the  whole  order  had  long  perceived  that  the  elevation  of  another  to  the  dignity  of  Onad 
Itfaster,  when  he  had  fancied  his  own  election  sure,  had  given  his  vanity  a  wound  which 
nothing  could  heal,  and  that  thenceforward  Andrew  De  Merail  was  but  a  lukewarm  iBenber 
of  their  chivalrous  brotherhood. 

The  whole  talents  of  each  individual,  however,  were  necessary  to  the  very  salvation  of  the 
order,  and  the  Grand  Master  tried  by  every  demonstration  of  kindness  and  fiivonr  to  win  De 
Merail  back  to  the  display  of  all  his  vigour  and  activity.  He  praised,  he  consulted,  he  even 
courted  him  ;  and  on  one  occasion  he  proposed  himself  the  alliance  which  he  had  formerly' 
declined,  of  his  nephew,  the  DukA  of  Nivelle,  with  a  daughter  whom  De  Merail*  when  he  took 
the  cross  of  St  John,  had  left  behind  him  in  Spain.  The  chancellor  replied  but  vaguely,  but 
at  the  same  time  there  was  a  bitter  and  cynical  smile  upon  his  lip  which  argued  not  favourably 
for  the  Grand  Master's  offer.  His  efforts,  however,  in  favour  of  the  order  seemed  oecaaioneny 
to  revive,  and  such  was  the  fiery  and  chivalrous  defence  which  the  knights  opposed  to  the 
Ottoman  arms,  that  murmurs,  discontent,  and  despondency  spread  through  the  Turkish  army* 
and  the  fate  of  Rhodes  seemed  assured  by  the  gallantry  of  her  noble  masters.  At  this  crisis, 
however,  arrived  the  Sultan  Soliman  himself,  at  that  time  in  the  meridian  of  bis  power  and 
glory.  With  him,  too,  was  the  famous  corsair,  Courtogli ;  and  the  spirits  of  the  Moslem  roee, 
under  the  eye  of  their  king  and  the  conduct  of  their  daring  countryman,  to  a  pitch  of 
ardour  and  enthusiasm  which  required  all  the  fortitude  and  resolution  of  the  christians  to 
resist. 

The  approaches  were  now  once  innore  pushed  forward  with  incessant  activity ;  batteries 
were  raised  and  sustained ;  two  enormous  cavaliers  were  erected,  domineering  the  bastions  of 
Auvcrgoe  and  Italy.  The  Tower  of  St  John,  from  which  the  christians  had  discovered  and 
frustrated  the  former  measures  of  the  Turks,  was  beaten  down  with  cannon  shot ;  and  it 
seemed,  as  if  by  some  preternatural  intelligence,  the  infidels  obtained  information  of  all  the 
weak  points  of  the  fortress,  and  of  the  designs  of  its  defenders.  At  the  same  time  the  progress 
of  the  Turkish  works  was  covered  by  such  immense  bodies  of  troops,  that  the  Grand  Master 
was  obliged  to  forbid  the  sallies  of  the  knights  and  soldiers  of  the  order  on  account  of  the 
immense  and  overwhelming  multitude  of  their  enemies.  The  volunteers,  however,  were  still 
permitted  to  follow  the  dictates  of  their  own  courage ;  and  hardly  a  day  passed  over  but 
Bertrand  de  la  Croix  surprised  the  foe,  and  won  new  honour  by  some  bold  and  politic  exploit. 
The  praises  he  received,  however,  and  the  deference  with  which  he  was  treated,  seemed  to  fall 
upon  his  heart  like  rain  upon  the  sand  of  the  desert,  leaving  not  a  trace  of  its  having  been,  la 
the  moment  of  danger  and  of  strife,  the  soul  would  beam  up  and  flash  forth  in  living  fire  finom 
his  dark  eye  ;  his  glance  would  become  fhll  of  energy  and  command,  and  a  few  brief  words, 
instinct  with  the  pnttige  of  victory  and  the  consciousness  of  power,  would  rouse  his  folloivers 
to  deeds  of  almost  insane  daring,  and  lead  them  forward  to  the  very  cannon's  mouth.  At 
other  timet  he  was  still  cold  and  sad ;  and  wandering  round  the  bastions,  he  would  sometisDee 
gaxe^long  and  wjstlully  upon  the  melancholy  sea,  and  then,  with  a  mournful  sigh,  turn  away. 
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4*  tttelypladiiK  UoMalf  is  the  Midtt  tf  tbetneoiy^  irot  would  wfttch  tbdr  movemeiiU  tal 
pin  tooM  int  to  counteriei  their  dedj^ns. 

One  day  after  ttaading  loog  oo  the  bastion  of  Itaiy,  againit  which  the  whole  cannon  of  th» 
eneniy  were  pointed,  he  turned  and  walked  on»  musing,  to  another  part  of  the  ramparts,  whidi, 
unaltaoked,  had  been  left  nearly  solitary.  As  he  preoeeded  he  saw  an  arrow,  shot  fh>m  one  of 
the  angles  before  him,  fiill  into  the  Tariiish  lines,  and  a  Moslem  suddenly  pick  it  op  and 
carry  it  quickly  away.  The  young  soldier  hastened  forward  towards  the  spot  from  whence 
it  had  been  winged ;  for,  notwithstandiog  the  rapidity  of  its  flight,  he  felt  sure  that  he  had 
seen  a  small  white  packet  attached  to  the  head  as  it  fell ;  but  on  turning  tiie  angle  of  the  waU 
be  found  no  one  but  the  Ckiancellor  dc  Merail,  and  a  slave  holding  a  bow.  So  high  an  oflioer 
of  the  order,  and  so  brave  a  soldier,  was  above  suspicion ;  but  still  the  matter  was  strange,  and 
Bertrand  de  la  Croix  passed  on  musing.  His  eurtosity  was  ezdted ;  yet,  nevertheless,  he  felt 
bound  by  the  laws  of  courtesy  to  inquire  no  further,  and  some  ill-defined  doubt  made  him 
mention  what  he  had  observed  to  no  one.  De  Merail  had  remarked  him  pass,  and  from  that 
moment  his  regard  and  attachment  towards  the  young  soldier  seemed  a  thousand-fold  increased, 
and  all  his  own  energies  were  henceforth  signally  exerted  in  defence  of  the  order. 

Indeed  every  effort  had  now  beoome  necessary.  The  enemy  had  rendered  themselvea 
natters  of  a  part  of  the  Italian  post,  and  the  sap  and  the  mine  were  gohig  on  at  once  with 
grmt  olaerity.  The  EngUsli  and  the  Spanish  Boulevard  also  were  attacked ;  fresh  troopa 
r—in  over  daily  from  the  Lycian  continent  to  the  aid  of  the  infidels,  and  continual,  persevering* 
onremitted  assaults  wore  and  wasted  the  small  host  of  defenders.  At  length  more  than  one 
terrific  breach  appeared  in  the  walls,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  activity  of  VilUers  de  I'ble 
Adam  and  his  brave  associates,  the  tremendous  fire  of  the  Turkish  artillery  prevented  tho 
reconstruction  of  the  defences.  Durhig  the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth  of  September* 
this  nnceasiog  cannonade  seemed  to  announce  that  some  great  and  general  assault  was  about 
to  take  place  on  the  part  of  the  Moslem ;  and  during  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  it  was  con- 
tinued with  terrible  effect.  Various  movements  also  were  seen  in  the  Turkish  army,  and  a 
great  part  of  their  force  was  drawn  out  in  array,  while  a  number  of  reconnoitring  parties 
advanced  and  examined  the  state  of  the  fortifications,  notwithstanding  an  incessant  shower  of 
shot  which  poured  from  the  cannon  of  the  place. 

But  suddenly  the  fire  of  the  Turks  began  to  relax,  their  troops  retired  within  the  lines,  and 
though  the  christians  remained  in  arms  during  the  whole  day,  it  became  the  general  opinion* 
towards  night,  that  the  mfidels  had  completely  abandoned  their  design.  The  knights  hi 
general  pressed  the  Grand  Master  to  suffer  all  such  troops  as  were  not  absolutely  necessary 
to  retire  from  the  ramparts ;  and  on  his  evincing  some  hesitation,  De  Merail  observed,  with  a 
sneer,—**  That  their  conunander  wished  to  harden  his  troops  like  steel ;  and  that,  having 
heated  them  red-hot  in  the  sun  of  a  whole  September  day  in  the  island  of  Rhodes,  he  was  now 
going  to  cool  them  in  the  dews  of  a  whole  September  night." 

Still  the  Grand  Master  remained  firm ;  and  it  was  not  till  he  had  again  and  again  examined 
with  careful  accuracy  the  distant  encampment  of  the  enemy,  that  he  suffered  a  part  of  his 
weary  soldiers  to  retire  from  the  shattered  walls  and  seek  a  few  hours'  repose.  He  himself 
knew  none,  but  instantly  proceeding  to  the  citadel,  he  called  six  of  his  principal  knights  to 
oonncil,  and  remained  in  long  and  secret  debate.  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  wrapped  himself  in  his 
mantle,  and  casting  himself  down  upon  the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  where  a  laige  mass  of  stone 
threw  a  broad  shadow  in  the  midst  of  the  yellow  glare  of  moonlight,  he  closed  his  eyes,  and 
seemed  to  sleep  ;  but  his  mental  vision  rested  still  upon  the  wide  and  greedy  sea,  and  many  a 
l^oomy  phantom  rose  up  before  imagination,  and  drove  hope,  and  peace,  and  slumber  for 
ainiy. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

To  me  the  criei  of  fighting  Soldo  ara  charms, 
Ke'-u  be  my  oobro,  and  or  proof  my  ormi, 
1  mtk  no  ochor  Mooring  of  my  otora.— Dstdsx. 

TxK  sky»  and  the  air,  and  the  earth  were  all  calm  as  infoncy,  and  the  brightness  of  the 
midnight  moon  mingling  with  a  soft,  white  autumn  haze  which  filled  up  all  the  hoUowi^  wrapped 
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the  icene  in  a  dim,  uncertiia  iplendonr,  more  dlfliciilt  for  the  eye  to  penetrate  than 
ilaelf.  A  sBght  distant  mtumraringnifth,  like  the  roll  of  slow  wavet  over  a  pdiblj  tiMinB,  Ml 
upon  the  ear  of  Bertrand  de  la  CrobL  as  he  laj  upon  the  hastion,  and  starting  upon  Ut  fost 
he  gased  over  the  space  between  the  armed  walls  and  the  lines  of  the  faitkleL  Nothing,  bow- 
ever,  could  he  descry,  and  putting  his  hand  to  his  ear,  he  listened ;  but  for  a  moment  the  emger 
pulsations  of  his  own  quick  heart  was  all  he  heard,  and  he  doubted.  An  instant  after,  the 
•ime  rushing  sound  rose  more  clear  upon  the  air— yet  it  might  be  the  river— H  m^ht  be  a 
change  of  the  wind  which  brought  the  roaring  of  the  sea  along  the  shore;  but  suddenly  the 
ijnlck,  wild  neigh  of  a  war-horse  mhigled  with  the  sound,  and  Bertrand  ralshig  his  bom  to  Ut 
ip^  blew  a  long  and  loud  alarm— 

*■  To  the  walls !  to  the  walls  I  The  enemy  1  the  enemy  t  Alerte  t  alerte !  To  tiie  walls  f* 
he  shouted,  and  instantly  the  cry  was  echoed  from  voice  to  voice,  fh>m  waD  to  waD,  from 
house  to  house.  Knights,  and  soldiets,  and  citizens  hastened  forward ;  the  couch  was  quitted 
in  an  histant,  the  armour  buckled  on,  and  forth  to  her  ruined  battlements  Rhodes  poured  her 
armed  children,  whOe  a  thousand  torches  flashed  along  the  streets,  and  withered  the  pale 
moonlight  with  their  angry  glare.  But  still  was  heard  the  rushing  sound  of  the  coming  enemy, 
and  soon,  through  the  wreaths  of  the  dewy  mist,  dark  masses  were  seen  moving  onward* 
divested  of  all  form  and  measure  by  the  shadows  of  the  night.  Instantly,  however,  as  the  fhrst 
trace  of  their  line  became  discernible,  a  blaze  of  fire  flashed  over  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  a 
thousand  mouths  of  flame  hurled  death  into  their  ranks.  Then  came  a  momentary  paoee^ 
tnd  then  again  the  cannon  opened  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  stQl  seen  rushing  forward  in  the 
blaze ;  but  at  that  momtat,  a  roar  more  loud  than  that  of  all  the  cannon  of  the  place,  rfmd* 
taneous,  with  a  broad,  red,  sudden  glare  of  hitense  light,  rushed  up  ftom  the  bastion  of  Italy, 
while  a  thousand  dark  masses  hurled  hito  the  air  were  seen  mhigled  with  the  br^t  blase* 
Bke  the  stones  cast  up  by  the  first  outbreak  of  a  volcano. 

The  remnants  of  the  riiattered  wall  were  still  rolling  and  tottering  after  the  explosion  ef 
the  mine,  when  the  Janitaries  rushed  up  through  the  breach  in  thousands,  their  dark  eoui* 
tenances  gleaming  one  behind  the  other  In  the  light  of  the  torches  and  of  the  fires  on  the 
ramparts,  which  shone  red  and  strong  on  the  forms  of  the  first  line,  and  faded  gradually  away 
amidst  a  sea  of  grim  features  and  turbaned  heads  behind.  On  the  walls  too,  and  in  the  breads 
the  fierce  blaze  lighted  up  the  armour  of  the  knights,  and  the  morlorts  and  rondaches  of  the 
soldiers ;  and  while  levelled  lances,  swords,  bucklers,  casques,  and  axes  filled  up  In  an  instant 
the  wide  gap  the  explosion  had  left,  a  thousand  hands  from  the  crenelles  and  battlements 
around  hurled  down  stones,  and  boiling  oil,  and  flaming  tar  upon  the  heads  of  the  assallaott. 
Scream  and  shout,  and  clang  and  roar,  rushed  up  fearfully  from  the  bitter  struggile  of  the 
earth  to  God's  calm  sky.  Troop  after  troop  of  the  infidels  forced  their  way  up  into  the  breach, 
and  ever}'  turbaned  bead  was  met  by  a  waving  blade,  or  hurled  down  by  some  impetuous  lance ; 
but  still  fresh  forces  thronged  to  the  assault,  and  foot  to  foot,  and  man  to  man,  and  steel  to 
ateel  they  fought,  sometimes  kept  at  arm^s  length  by  the  pike  or  sword,  sometimes  clasped 
together  in  close  and  deadly  struggle,  where  the  dagger  and  the  knife  ended  all. 

For  near  an  hour,  Bertrand  dc  la  Croix  had  stood  the  foremost  on  a  shattered  mass  of  the 
wall,  dealing  death  to  every  Moslem  that  came  within  the  sweep  of  his  rapid  and  untiring  arm. 
A  hundred  shots  from  below  had  passed  close  to  his  head  ;  a  hundred  swords  bad  waved  around 
him  ;  thrice  had  some  of  the  more  daring  Mosic  :  s  singled  him  out,  and  rushing  upon  him 
with  the  spring  of  a  tiger,  had  endeavoured  to  reach  his  fearless  heart  with  the  dagger,  and 
thrice,  by  a  single  blow  dealt  with  the  quirk  precision  of  the  lightning,  had  they  been  cast 
lifeless  into  the  fosse  beneath.     At  length  the  Grand  Master  himself  stood  by  his  side. 

"  Rcrtrand,"  be  said,  in  a  rapid  voice,  "  you  have  outdone  yourself;  but  quick,  speed  to 
the  bastion  of  Auvergnc ;  I  see  all  the  knights  who  should  have  been  there  to  defend  it  have 
crowded  hither.  Your  men  there,  upon  the  rampart,  are  pouring  down  fire  on  the  enemy ; 
call  part  away  to  aid  you,  and  should  you  find  danger,  send  to  me,  and  I  will  come  to  your 
support ;  but,  above  all  things,  speed  1  speed  P 

ITsing  the  broken  masses  of  the  wall  for  steps,  Bertrand  was  in  a  moment  upon  the  battle- 
ments above ;  there  he  staid  but  to  ohooee  twenty  of  his  bravest  men,  and  then  hurried,  with 
a  fbot  of  light,  towards  the  bastion  of  Auvergne.  Every  step  that  he  took,  the  wall  became 
IMre  solitary ;  all  the  defenders  had  hurried  to  the  principal  pohit  of  attack,  and  only  hero 
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a  rfMpfo  aeotiMl  ilood  looUog  tovriidi  the  spot  wbera  hU^endf  and  feflow-chrisU 
WW  itiBggltog  with  the  enemy.  Such  was  the  case  upon  the  bastion  of  Aavergne ;  bat 
the  young  soldier  fbnnd  that  a  still  more  lamentable  &ttlt  had  been  eommitted  on  the  Spanish 
side,  where  not  only  the  knights  had  quitted  their  post  to  hurry  to  the  fight,  but  the  sentinels 
themselves  were  all  employed  in  wheeling  some  cannon  to  an  outwork  to  point  them  against 
the  stream  of  enemies  that  were  still  pouring  up  towards  the  great  breach.  Bertrand  instantly 
commanded  them  to  desist  and  return  to  their  post ;  but  before  they  had  time  to  take  ten  steps 
towards  the  spot,  a  loud  shout  burst  froni  the  Spanish  bastion,  and  the  crescent  of  Mahomet 
«1B  seen  planted  by  the  watch-fire,  while  the  forms  of  the  Jaatsaries  were  bdield  scattering 
4beBMalVes  over  the  platform,  and  gathering  materials  for  effecting  a  lodgment  and  dsfendisg 
<hair  cenquest. 

Tlie  mind  of  Bertrand  di  la  Croix  instantly  saw  the  only  chance  of  raoovery.  <*  Fly  to  the 
Grand  Master,**  he  erkd  to  one  of  hia  followers ;  **  tell  him  what  has  happened  I  Yon  of  the 
haatfon  d'Auveirgne,  turn  all  your  cannon  on  the  Spanish  platform,  and  cease  not  firing  for  a 
noment  till  you  see  this  standard  on  the  walL  Let  the  men  in  the  traverse  sweep  the  foot  of 
thai  wall  with  their  gaa^  so  that  no  new  reinforcement  overpower  us.  An<^  now,  my  brave 
.^oarade^  once  more.  Death  to  the  Infidels  i  Success  I  Victory  I  and  good  St  John  !** 

Thus  saying  he  turned  from  the  wall,  led  his  scanty  band  round  behind  the  works,  and 
whUe  the  artillery  of  the  bastion  of  Auvergne  played  with  terrific  effect  upon  the  Turks  in 
tlitf  post  of  Spain*  Bertrand  penetrated  by  the  casemati^  into  the  bastion,  and  with  the  white 
croea  standard  in  one  hand,  and  his  sword  in  the  other,  reached  the  top  of  tite  platform,  cast 
himself  into  the  midst  of  the  Turks,  akeady  broken  and  scattered  by  the  fire,  and  after  a  severe 
•tmggle  drove  them  once  more  through  the  breach.  At  the  same  moment  he  beheld  the  rest 
af  the  infidel  army  retreatiog  from  the  attack,  and  heard  the  general  signab  of  recal,  and  now 
certain  that  the  town  was  saved,  he  determined  upon  pnrsuing  the  fogitives.  Wlthont  giving 
them  a  moment's  pause  be  followed  them  through  the  breach,  hung  upon  their  flank  in  the 
darkneas,  and  urged  their  retreat  into  precipitate  flight.  Carried  away,  however,  by  the  eager 
4fe  of  his  hear^  he  forgot  the  time  and  the  distance,  and  followed  the  flyers  almost  to  the 
Turkish  camp ;  but  the  sight  of  the  watch-fires  and  the  lamps  round  some  of  the  principal 
tentSa  within  a  few  hundred  yards,  recalled  him  to  himself,  and  he  turned  with  his  followers  to 
find  his  way  back  to  the  city.  They  could  plainly  distinguish  its  dark  walls,  from  which,  every 
■Dv  and  then,  the  flash  of  the  cannon  still  continued ;  but  Bertrand  found  himself  embarrassed 
in  the  Turkish  lines,  though  the  trendi  near  him  seemed  to  have  been  the  part  of  some  approach 
which  had  been  found  useless*  and  in  consequence  was  abandoned.  While  he  considered  its 
direction  and  calculated  whither  it  led,  he  heard  the  tramp  of  armed  men,  and  caught  a  faint 
^mpse  of  a  strong  body  retreating  from  the  city  to  the  camp.  Silent  and  speedily  he  descended 
with  his  men  into  the  trench,  and  hastened  back  towards  Rhodes.  The  body  of  Janizaries  he 
had  seen  passed  him  within  a  hundred  yards,  but  without  discovering  him ;  and  he  marched 
for  the  city.  The  trench  was  evidently  no  longer  used,  and  along  all  its  angles  and  turninga 
Bertrand  put  sued  hit  way  undisturbed  till  he  had  nearly  reached  the  town,  where  he  encoun« 
tered  a  small  body  of  stragglers,  who  after  a  slight  struggle  dispersed  in  all  directions,  and 
aooght  safety  in  flight.  The  path  now  led  directly  to  the  Spanish  bastion ;  but  that  spot  which 
had  been  so  neglected  daring  the  attack  was  now  all  bustling  with  soldiers,  and  the  first  reply 
to  Bertrand*s  voice,  as  he  shouted  from  below,  was  a  cannon  shot.  It  boomed  over  the  heads 
of  bis  little  band,  however*  without  doing  injury  to  any  one.  and  he  was  soon  recogpiized  and 
admitted 

He  found  all  the  knights  and  oflBcers,  though  wearied  and  exhausted,  full  of  the  events  of 
the  night ;  but  there  seemed  also  some  other  subject  which  occupied  them  deeply,  for  he 
remarked  several  knots  gathered  together  speaking  low  and  eagerly ;  but  as  he  had  hitherto 
entertained  little  communication  with  any  one,  they  suffered  him  to  pass  on  without  making 
him  a  sharer  in  their  discnssion.  At  length  one  of  those  men  who  cannot  resist  bestowing  a 
part  of  the  few  ideas  they  gain  upon  every  one  they  meet,  demanded  if  he  had  heard  that  Stc 
Andrew  de  MeraD,  the  chancellor  of  the  order,  had  been  arrested  and  confined  in  the  Tower 
of  St  Nicolas  for  treasonable  practices  with  the  enemy^. 

<'  Impossible  f  exclsimed  Bertrand,  starting  back  with  a  degree  of  emotion  no  one  had  aees 
Idm  evince  beforor-^  ioipoaiihia  I  ntteriy  impossible  r 
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'  True,  nevertheless,'*  drily  observed  an  old  knight  who  stood  near  (  and  BartwA 
the  eyes  of  many  around  fixed  upon  himself,  regained  at  once  hit  oold  eompoeaiei  nod  with 
somewhat  like  scorn  upon  his  Up,  retired,  leaving  them  to  oommentas  they  chose. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Haate  then  and  low  no  time  ; 

Tbe  boaliieia  auat  be  enterprlaed  tUa  mfi^t^Daroni. 

The  young  soldier  strode  home  to  his  dwelling  in  the  lower  town,  wearied  in  body  and 

inmind.    "  A  traitor  r  he  thought, '*  De  Meraii  a  traitor  I    Wat  it  possible  ?    Onewhohad 

so  often  shed  his  blood  for  the  order  of  St  Jbhn— one  who  had  ever  shown  binudf  a  traa 

Imight,  though  a  haughty  man  I    And  yet  tbe  arrow  and  the  packet  he  had  seen  shot  InCo  the 

Turkish  lines !    The  common  report  among  the  knights  that  De  Metmfi  had  said,  oo  tba 

fiulure  of  his  own  hopes  of  election,  that  VilUers  de  I'Isle  Adam  should  be  the  last  Ofmd 

Master  of  Rhodes !— 4iis  slackness  in  the  defence  1— his  pernicious  counsels  !->-«n  msbed  iipoii 

the  mind  of  the  young  knight,  and  though  he  would  have  given  a  world  to  bdieve  De  Merall 

innocent,  he  couid  not  himself  but  doubt     He  suffered  his  page  to  unclasp  his  armaur  aad  to 

bathe  some  slight  wounds  which  he  had  received,  and  then  casting  himself  down,  be  strov«  for 

aleep  Ull  morning. 

He  rore  almost  with  the  dawn  and  sought  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Master,  but  Villlen 
was  deep  in  council  and  mig^t  not  be  disturbed.  He  then  joined  some  of  the  kidghts  of 
CastUle,  to  whicn  language  De  Merail  belonged ;  but  all  he  could  hear  of  him  was,  that  two 
knights  grand  crosses,  together  with  the  ordinary  judges,  were  ordered  to  sit  that  very  day 
upon  his  trial.  Those  who  affected  friendship  (or  him  shook  the  head  in  silence,  and  those 
whom  his  pride  had  offended  boldly  called  him  a  traitor.  Still  Bertrand  do  la  Croix  rewlved 
to  see  the  Grand  Master  himself  and  watching  his  moment  when  he  visited  the  ramparts^  he 
boldly  approached  him  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  man,  who  had  so  lately  fiJlen  from  one  «C 
the  highest  and  noblest  grades  of  the  order  to  imprisonment  and  disgrace.  But  the  momenC 
his  name  was  mentioned,  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adani  sternly  waved  his  hand. 

**  Sir  Bertrand  de  la  Croix,"  he  said,  "  stain  not  the  honourable  name  yon  have  acquired, 
by  deeds  of  unequalled  courage  in  defence  of  Rhodes,  by  sayhig  one  word  in  favour  of  a  eon^ 
victed  traitor.  His  peers  and  his  judges  have  condemned  him  on  evidence  of  his  guilt, 
conclusive  beyond  all  doubt,  and  to-morrow,  as  I  live,  he  dies  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner. 
Answer  not,  sir ;  you  are  a  gallant  man,  and  we  thank  you  for  your  services,  but  you  have 
no  voice  in  Rhodes  r* 

Bertrand's  eye  met  that  of  the  Grand  Master  with  a  glance  of  proud  dignity  equal  to  hli 
own.  **  I  come  not»  sir,"  he  said,  "  to  speak  for  the  guilty  or  the  condemned ;  but  not  knowing 
that  his  trial  had  so  quickly  taken  place,  I  came  to  remind  you,  Sir  VilUers  de  I'Isle  Adam, 
that  he  was  your  opponent  at  your  election,  and  to  bid  you  see  that  free  and  fair  justice  was 
done  him,  as  you  would  hold  your  good  name  throughout  the  world.  This,  sir,  I  came  to  tell 
you  as  gentleman  to  gentleman  and  knight  to  knight ;  and  now,  sir,  I  bid  you  farewell.** 

**  Hold  r*  cried  the  Grand  Master  as  Bertrand  turne(f  away.  *'  You  speak,  sir,  somewhat 
too  boldly,  and  yet  your  words  touch  upon  painful  truths.  I  feel— *I  know  that  the  exeoutioa 
of  Andrew  De  Merail  may,  in  the  world,  be  attributed  to  me  as  an  unworthy  vengeance.  But 
I  have  done  and  will  do  justice  to  him  and  to  all.  He  has  been  examined,  tried,  and  judged  by 
two  noble  and  upright  knights,  who  voted  in  his  fiivour  against  my  own  election.  It  has  been 
proved  that  he  first  called  the  infidel  to  our  shores,  and  that  he  it  has  been  who  has  betrayed 
all  our  secrets  to  the  enemy.  After  patient  investigation  he  has  been  condemned  to  death,  and 
were  he  my  dearest  friend,  my  nearest  kin,  he  should  suffer  the  award — now,  sir,  to  you  fare- 
well ;  I  have  wasted  more  words  than  befits  mc.** 

Each  turned  upon  his  path,  and  Bertrand  de  hi  Barre,  seeking  his  own  dwelling,  gave  him- 
self up  to  hitter  meditation.  **  Isabel  !'*  muttered  he,  **  Isabel !"  How  will  her  heart  be 
wrung !  Yet,  why  need  I  think  of  her  ?  Her  father's  fate  will  never  reach  her  ears.  Either 
those  greedy  and  insatiate  waves  have  reckoned  my  lost  jewel  amongst  all  the  fair  bright  things 
Ihey  have  entombed,  or  else  some  cursed  pirate— but  I  wOl  not — I  dare  not  think  of  that ;" 
and  Bertrand  covered  his  eyes  with  his  hands,  and  groaned  in  agony  of  spirit. 
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The  hours  passed  by,  and  the  dark  edge  of  the  horizon  hid  the  lait  beamuig  spot  of  the 
letting  sun,  when  the  page  of  Sir  Andrew  de  Merail  stood  before  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  after 
carefully  closing  the  door  and  drawing  down  the  tapestry.  **V^ell,  boy,  what  news?'* 
exclaimod  the  young  soldier.  "Bring  you  letter  or  message  from  your  lord  ?— Quick  1— 
Speak  !** 

**  No  letter  have  I,  sir,**  answered  the  boy ;  "  nor  have  I  message  but  to  bid  you  speedily 
to  him  in  the  prison.  Take  this  friar's  gown  and  this  chaplet,  sir  knight  I  The  gaoler  is 
bribed,  and  the  doors  will  open  to  you— and  hasten  to  him,  for  life  and  death  are  upon  your 
steps.*' 

Bertrand  paused  for  a  moment,  and  thought—-"  It  matters  not  T'  cried  he,  at  length ;  **it 
matters  not  r  and  taking  the  gown  and  chaplet  he  drew  the  hood  over  his  lactt  and  strode 
onwards  towards  the  sea,  into  which  the  Tower  of  St  Nicholas,  where  De  Merail  was  confined, 
projected  on  a  sort  of  natural  mole.  No  sentinel  challenged  him  tiU  he  came  near  the  tower, 
but  there  he  was  obliged  to  give  the  word  at  each  post  His  knowledge  of  the  countersign, 
however,  served  him  till  he  had  entered  the  tower,  and  there  inquiring  in  a  feigned  voice  for 
the  oivii  officer,  in  whose  custody  the  prisoners  were  lodged,  he  found  his  way  had  already 
been  prepared  by  weighty  hribes.  He  was  instantly  conducted  into  a  small  room,  where  the 
gaoler  made  him  uncover  his  head  to  satisfy  himself  of  his  identity.  That  being  done,  he  led 
him  through  the  long  dim  passages  of  the  tower,  whose  melancholy  gloom  was  heightened  by 
the  roaring  of  the  sea,  as  it  dashed  against  its  base. 

All  passed  in  silence,  and  the  oply  words  exchanged  were,  when  opening  a  strong  door  the 
officer  bade  him  enter,  whispering  "  Be  quick."—***  I  will,"  replied  the  young  soldier,  and  he 
passed  into  the  cell.  A  table,  a  chair,  a  bed  and  a  lamp,  were  all  the  moveables  it  contained, 
and  in  the  midst  stood  Andrew  de  Merail,  with  a  thousand  deep  channels  and  lines  in  his  brow 
and  cheek,  wrought  by  the  passing  of  a  single  dreadful  day.  His  eye  was  still,  however,  full  of 
fire  and  light,  and  his  brow  was  knit  with  stem  determination ;  but  the  stiff  curls  of  bis  gray 
hair  seemed  to  have  relaxed  their  bend,  and  hung  wildly  over  his  brow  and  cheek,  and  there 
was  a  quivering  eagerness  about  his  lip,  which  spoke  the  restless  and  perturbed  soul  within. 

**  You  have  come  !**  cried  he,  as  Bertrand  entered,  and  the  gaoler  closed  the  door  behind 
him.  **  You  have  come  1  I  thought  you  woifld — this  is  no  moment  for  fears  or  hesitation  I 
.—But  mark  me,  sir— I  sent  not  for  you  on  my  own  account  1  No  I— they  might  have  torn 
my  old  limbs  with  red-hot  pincers,  ere  I  would  have  claimed  aid  of  mortal  man.  But  my 
daughter— my  Isabel—your  Isabel— our  beloved,  must  be  saved.** 

**Har*  exclaimed  Bertrand,  in  the  same  rapid,  almost  iocoherent  manner;  **have  yon 
heard  of  her  ?    Where  is  she  ?     How  can  she  be  succoured  ? — Speak,  my  lord  !~8peak  !** 

**  Only  by  one  earthly  means,"  replied  De  Merail.  **  Till  my  child  was  involve)),  what* 
ever  were  my  plans,  I  sought  no  earthly  aid  ;  content,  if  I  rose,  to  triumph  singly,  and  if  I  fell^ 
to  fall  alone.  But  now,  sir,  you  must  aid  me ;  and  if  your  heart  quail  or  hesitate,  but  as  a 
strong  lance  trembles  to  a  light  wind,  you  are  &lse  and  faithless  to  your  love,  and  give  her 
tamely  to  the  polluting  arms  of  a  base  infidel.  Look  you — you  read  the  lingua  franca, — 
construe  me  that,"  and  he  drew  from  his  bosom  a  roll  of  paper,  which  he  placed  in  the  hand 
of  his  companion.     Bertrand  approached  the  light  and  read. 

THE  LETTXa. 

**  Peri  Bacha  of  Patras  to  De  Meraii,  one  of  the  ddeft  of  the  Oorttdrs  of  Rhodes. 
«*  The  High  and  Mighty  Sultaun  Solimaun,  Emperor  of  the  Worid,  wills  me  to  tell  thee, 
oh !  faithless  Gaiour,  that  doubting  the  truth  and  honesty  of  thy  councils,  which  have  as  yet 
proved  only  fatal  and  detrimental  to  the  armies  of  the  Prophet,  he  has  found  a  means  to  insure 
thy  sincerity,  or  to  punish  thee  in  its  default.  Know  then,  oh  son  of  a  perverted  race  !  that  a 
Prankish  giri  has  been  taken  by  Courtogli,  the  faithful  servant  of  the  sublime  sultaun,  who 
declaring  herself  thy  daughter,  has  been  kept  as  a  pledge  and  hostage  of  thy  faith.  li^  according 
to  thy  treaty,  thou  dost  deliver  into  the  hands  of  the  servants  of  the  Prophet  this  strong-hold 
of  christian  robbers,  the  sovereignty  of  Cyprus  shall  be  secured  unto  thee,  according  to  the 
unbroken  word  of  the  monarch  of  the  monarchs  of  the  earth ;  and  the  maiden,  thy  daughter, 
shall  be  restored  to  thy  arms  pure  and  uninjured  as  she  left  thee.  But  if  thou  failest  in  that 
which  I  am  about  to  prescribe  to  thee,  she  shall  beeome  the  slave  of  the  lowest  groom  of  the 
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0iiItiufi%  ttablet,  and  wben  Rhodet  sball  have  fallMi,  thou  thyself  shall  be  torn  Co  fhem  bf 
wild  hones.  Rdow,  then,  that  to-morrow  night  the  armies  of  the  Prophet  mO  once  more 
march  to  the  storm :  two  hours  after  the  evening  prayer,  a  false  attack  will  be  made  npoa  the 
twstton  which  the  Gaiours  call  that  of  Italy,  bnt  the  real  one  will  be  against  that  of  Au?eig:n0. 
See  that  not  a  gun  be  Bred  from  that  bastion,  for  thy  daughter's  tent  is  within  reach  of  its 
fire ;  and  see  also,  that  when  the  soldiers  of  the  Prophet  plant  his  standard  upon  the  pott  of 
Auvergne,  not  a  Oaiour  be  found  in  arms  upon  that  point,  and  that  thou  art  ready  to  aid  the 
servants  of  the  Most  High.     Do  this,  and  thou  shalt  live." 

As  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  read,  the  eye  of  the  unhappy  De  Merail  fixed  upon  his  countenance 
with  mtense  and  agonizing  scrutiny.  The  muscles  of  his  face  were  drawn  and  tense,  and  his 
strong-marked  features  were  sharpened  and  almost  distorted  with  the  world  of  busy  passions 
that  were  thronging  at  his  heart :  but  when  the  young  soldier  had  finished,  and  be  saw  the 
-  proud  stem  scorn  that  gathered  in  his  eye,  rage  took  the  place  of  fear  and  expect^oii«  and 
^th  threats  and  imprecations  he  sought  to  drive  him  to  his  purpose. 

**  Was  be  the  lover,"  he  asked,  "  whT>  would  sacrifice  liic  and  all  that  life  was  worth  for  her 
he  loved— yes,  he  who  dared  risk  nothing  ?** 

And  then  again  he  menaced  him  with  accusations  before  the  council  of  the  order*  and 
threatened  to  charge  him  with  participation  in  his  own  crimes.  Wildly  and  volubly  he  poured 
Ibrth  a  torrent  of  mingled  argument,  intimidation,  inducement,  and  supplication.  Bat  Bertraml 
de  la  Croix  listened  with  firm,  unsliukcn  mind. 

*■  Unhappy  man,"  he  said  at  length,  **  I  would  not  be  the  thing  you  think  me— no !  not 
for  a  million  empires.  I  will  save  your  child,  my  Isabel,  or  die ;  but  stain  my  knighthood  and 
betray  my  trust  is  what  I  never  will  do.  Fare  you  well,  and  God  have  mercy  on  yon  i"  and 
casting  down  the  letter  he  turned  to  quit  the  cell. 

The  heart  of  De  Merail  was  bowed  to  the  earth.  **  Leave  me  not !  leave  me  not  !**  lie 
cried, — **  stay,  stay,  oh  stay  !"  and  he  laid  his  hand  with  an  uncertain  grasp  upon  the  firiar*s 
robe  that  covered  the  young  soldier.  Bertrand  turned  for  on  instant  with  a  glance  of  painfU 
pity  :  De  Morail  relaxed  his  hold,  covered  his  eyes  with  his  bonds,  and  exclaiming  "  Ob,  God  I 
oh,  God  r*  suffered  him  to  depart. 

M'hen  Bertrand  issued  forth  from  the  tower  of  St  Nicholas,  the  whole  earth  was  coTered 
with  deep  darkness.  The  Moslem's  hour  of  evening  prayer  was  past«  and  the  moment  which 
was  to  bring  the  new  attack,  and  to  seal  the  fate  of  her  he  loved  far  better  than  existence,  was 
hurrying  on ;  but  still  he  turned  his  steps  to  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  demanded 
earnestly  to  speak  with  him  on  business  of  life  and  death ;  but  Mlliers  refused  to  see  him,  and 
Bertrand  turned  upon  his  path. 

In  a  few  minutes  all  his  men  were  collected,  and  equipping  himself  in  the  lightest  armour 
'  he  could  find,  Bertrand  prepared  to  leave  the  city  by  the  sally-port  of  the  post  of  Auvergne,  m- 
dignantly  leaving  the  Grand  Master  to  meet  the  coming  danger  as  best  he  might.     But  still  as 
he  was  about  to  turn  away  he  paused  for  a  moment — 

*'  No,  00  r  cried  he  at  length,  **  he  must  be  warned.  Perchance  he  thought  I  came  to 
plead  for  a  guilty  traitor.  Get  thee  back.  Duforrel ;  go  to  the  gate  of  the  Grand  Master's 
palace  :  besiege  it  closely  ;  seek  to  speak  with  him,  and  leave  it  not  at  all  events  till  yon  see 
him  come  forth.  Tell  him  to  look  to  the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  for  that  I  have  good  reason  to* 
believe  there  will  be  the  greatest  struggle,  wherever  the  Turks  may  feign  their  first  aittadL.  and^ 
if  I  return  not  before  dawn  to-morrow,  give  him  this  nag  with  your  oini  hands  and  tell  him  I 

am  dead.** 

The  soldier  refused  not  to  obey,  although  he  murmured  somewhat  about  quitting  his  lord. 
He  hurried  quickly,  howover,  to  the  Gmod  Master's  palace,  and  twice  sought  to  speak  with  hill, 
but  was  twice  refused  admittance,  as  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  was  deeply  busied  in  a  oouncil  ef 
the  order.  At  length  an  outcry  firom  the  western  side  called  hisatteation  as  hesutod  walfifaing 
at  the  gate  for  the  Graad  Master's  coming  forth.  Shouts  and  exclamations  were  heen^  and  the 
Kar  of  artillery  grew  load  and  frequent.  Forgetting  the  orders  he  had  received*  be  rashed 
with  all  speed  towarda  the  scene  of  strife*  but  ere  he  had  gone  for  his  vaster^  oei— enrit 
iMshed  ncroai  hia  memory,  and  he  turned  with  the  sane  haste  to  seek  the  palace  gatn  agaHb 
Before  be  rcorhed  it,  bow  ever,  and  pantiog  and  out  of  breath  with  tbe  speed  be  bad  pU  forth, 


tQ  iMMdy  bis  error  he  suddenly  e ncoontered  VUlUirs.  bimielf  luirrylBgHD-fasltiNiicdi  thnTliI^ 
nBifttrts^  Mlowed  by  a  crowd  of  koif  hts  and  soldiers. 

Tlie  Grand  Master  mistook  the'  object  of  his  baste.  **  What !  flying  r  be  excfaUflwd»  stiikiiv 
him  with  bis  gauatlet.  **  Back  to  the  ramparts,  caitiff  I  for  by  beaveo  if  thai*  fightasi  not  lik» 
a  man,  thou  sbolt  die  like  a  dog.  Speak  not  \  back,  I  say  T  and  again  he  struck  him  with  hif 
anaed  hand.  The  soldier  glared  upon  him  for  a  moment  as  if  he  would  have  smote  him  iB> 
return*  and  then  tumiog^suddcnly  round  be  darted  away,  reached  the  bastion  of  Italy,  and 
mingled  in  the  fray. 

CHAPTER    VT. 

For  I  SBiut  lore,  aad  am  reanlved  to  try 

My  tela,  «r  IkiHag  in  Hw  matmatwn,  <1m.<-  XHrtdbit. 

TsB  —en  WIS  bidden  in  clouds,  and  not  a  star  was  to  be  seen  in  the  beayens,  when  Bertrand 
and  Ut  men  gKded  forth  iirom  the  sally  port  of  the  post  of  AuTergne.  Onrkncss  spread  all 
tlMm,  and  a  few  twinkling  lamps  in  the -Turkish  camp  was  the  only  guide  to  their  (bet- 
;  but  most  of  the  party  had  crossed  and  recrossed  that  plain  so  often  hi  the  vorfons  sortfee 
wUtb  had  taken  place,  that  scarce  a  step  of  the  ground  was  unknown  to  them ;  and  they  ad» 
^mmed  fearlessly,  though  cautiously^  down  the  slope  of  the  hill,  till  they  rendled  a  small  clomp- 
cf  boibes  and  stunted  trees,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  first  tents  of  the  Turiiish 
CBeampment  No  sallies  bad  of  late  taken  place  on  the  pert  of  the  garrison,  for  their  numben- 
HUM  too  small  to  rbk  unnecessary  loss ;  and  the  infidels,  except  when  urging  some  night  attack, 
hid  slept  in  peace,  so  that,  buried  in  perfect  security,  small  precautions  were  taken  against  aay 
aflbrti  af  the  christiaos. 

8a  well  had  Bertrand  chosen  his  way,  that  not  a  sentinel  had  been  met ;  but  now  he  paused 
bdiiad  the  bushes,  for  at  no  great  distance  lay  a  post  of  Turkish  soldiers.  At  the  same  tiuM- 
ha  knew  not  whether  the  trench  by  which  he  had  returned  the  night  before,  and  which  lay 
eleae  beside  hhn,  might  not  form  the  line  of  advance  for  the  Turkish  troops  upon  the  post  of 
Auvergne  ;  and  he  was  determined  to  wait  till  a  part,  at  least,  had  passed  by  before  he  at- 
taaqited  to  execute  the  bold  adTentore  on  which  he  was  bent.  During  this  temporary  halt 
he  told  his  men  the  basardous  nature  of  the  action  before  them,  and  finding  all  willing  to 
fonew  him  to  death  itself,  he  allotted  them  their  several  duties  clearly  and  precisely,  and  then 
orooehhig  with  them  under  the  bushes,  waited  for  the  passing  of  the  Meelem  storming  parties. 

k  is  needless  to  dwell  long  upon  his  thoughts  durin«r  the  few  minutes  he  thus  remained. 
life  and  death,  as  for  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  and  deKverance  or  degradation  to  her  he 
loived,  were  the  stakes  for  which  he  played  his  bold  and  fearful  game  ;  bnt  the  bitter  memory 
of  her  fkther's  treason,  and  near  approaching  fate,  hung  heavy  upon  his  mind,  and  mingled 
with  many  a  painful  thought  for  the  Aiture.  Dot  still  the  great  excitemrnt  of  his  present 
enterprise  occupied  his  first  thoughts ;  and  thou^rh,  when  the  ideii  of  Dei  ftl^rail*s  fate 
flashed  across  his  mind,  a  chili  and  painful  feeling  would  gather  round  his  heart,  yet  his  whole 
senses  were  alive  to  what  was  passing  around,  and  not  a  leaf  fell  from  the  trees  above  him  but 
was  marked  by  his  keen  ear.  As  he  lay,  the  sound  of  a  gradually  gathering  host  was  hoard 
irum  the  Turkish  camp,->the  whispered  commands,  the  stealthy  movements,  the  mufi!led  arms ; 
and  then  the  measured  but  soft  tread  of  men  tutored  to  silence.  A  large  body  was  evidently 
adrancing,  and  they  could  be  seen  interposing  as  a  dense  mass  between  the  spot  where  he  Iiiy 
and  the  lights  in  the  Turkish  camp.  They  came  near — ^more  near— skirted  the  very  bushes, 
and  passed  on,  file  after  file,  towards  the  city.  Another  mass  of  many  thousands  might  be  jost 
distinguished  as  they  crossed  some  faint  stresks  of  struggling  light  upon  the  edge  of  the 
horizon  ;  but  they  too  moved  on,  and  then  there  was  a  pause.  Bertrand  lifted  his  head  and 
Bsttned,  but  rosUntly  bent  down  again,  while  a  third  and  larger  body  still  poured  on  at  a  short 
dfelanoe.     It  was  dear  that  on  this  great  effbrt  Soliman  sent  fofth  the  whole  of  his  mul- 

Silence  sbcceeded.  and  then  advancing  gently  to  the  trench,  which  had  do<  been  occupied, 
Bertrand  and  his  companions  stole  forward  to  the  Tarkish  camp.  As  they  advanced  they 
canld  distinguish,  on  a  hill  at  half  a  mile's  distsnce,  a  sort  of  scafToldfaig,  with  several  tdrches 
reoad  about  it,  together  with  a  Uirge  body  of  cavahry,  and  on  the  seaflbUhng  itmlf  several 
human  figures,  apparently  gazing  towards  the  fortress.    Between  bis  party  and  the  camp  wan 
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a  I*  ef  MiMfaiM^  Mitltred  at  •onMderRble  dbtaDe^ 

dlfttsed  tmeh  had  been  tedneed  awaj  to  tpeak  with  hit  emnpanioo  at  lome  diiUiioai  Am 
hihfaid  WM  a  Tfllage  of  ptoneort*  huta,  but  they  were  aU  dait  and  deatrtad,  and  bthind  them 
were  tome  lighted  tenti*  jntt  withia  the  ranf  e  of  the  g^mia  on  the  baation  of  Anvergne,  and 
Bertrand  donbted  not  that  there  Uiy  all  that  he  valned  hi  the  world.  The  tentinet  waa  eyi- 
dently  deep  m  oonTenatton  with  hia  companion,  and  one  by  one,  Bertrand  and  two  of  hia 
conradea  atole  acrota,  and  hid  themielTea  in  the  darkneia  of  the  pioneenT  hntt.  As  a  fourth 
waa  going  to  pass,  however,  the  sentinel  tamed  back,  and  resnmed  his  post ;  but  Bertrand 
knew  that  the  soldier  that  was  next  to  follow  was  bold  and  skilful,  and  well  versed  in  the 
Tnrkiih  tongue,  and  he  paused  anxiously  to  see  how  he  would  aooomplish  his  passage. 

The  sentinel  turned  slowly  backwards  and  forwards  for  some  time — then  pausing  to  listen, 
he  leaned  upon  hia  arquebuse ;  but  at  that  moment  with  one  spring  the  christian  soldier  waa 
upon  him—his  hand  olasped  upon  bis  mouth,  his  foot  upon  the  match  of  his  gun,  and  hia  dagger 
in  his  heart  The  alight  ruatle  of  a  momentary  struggle,  and  a  deep  groan,  waa  all  that  waa 
heard,  and  before  the  other  sentinel  had  tamed  from  the  round  he  was  making,  the  ehriatian 
aoUUer,  with  the  turban  of  the  dead  man  on  his  head,  and  his  arquebuse  on  his  shoulder,  waa 
aiowly  parading  in  a  different  direction,  so  as  completely  to  deceive  his  eye,  and  make  hhn 
think  that  his  companion,  having  resumed  his  post,  was  not  willing  to  risk  any  further  eoBver* 
aaiion.  Each  time  the  Turkish  sentry— whose  post  was  about  two  hundred  yarda  from  the 
apot— turned  in  his  walk,  two  or  three  of  Bertrand's  men  passed  aoroas  into  the  shadow  of  the 
huts ;  and  when  the  whole  were  thus  within  the  lines,  he  himself  advanoed  cautioutly  towarda 
the  lighted  tents,  [n  one  of  which  he  doubted  not  that  Isabel  de  Merail  was  confined.  Keeping 
carefully  in  the  shadow,  he  advanced  between  two,  and  bending  down  his  ear,  listened  to  aeme 
voicea  that  were  speaking  within ;  but  the  language  employed  was  Turkbh,  and  the  tone  not 
that  of  her  he  loved.  Still  he  listened  for  a  moment  longer,  when  from  the  other  tent  oo  hia 
left,  he  eoold  Hear  a  noise  as  of  a  dog  running  quickly  round  the  inside  of  the  oanvasa  walla, 
and  with  a  low  sort  of  whine  of  pleasure  seeming  to  recognise  him,  and  to  welcome  hia 
approach. 

•*  What  ails  thee,  Querida  ?  What  ails  thee  ?**  cried  the  yoice  of  Isabel,  a  moment  after. 
^  Alas  \  alas  !   He  that  thou  were  wont  so  to  greet  in  other  days  is  no  longer  near." 

Bertrand  beckoned  forward  his  followers,  and  bade  them  be  prepared  to  second  him  in  a 
moment  if  he  found  any  one  in  the  inner  tent  besides  Isabel  herself.  Some  one  waa  beyond 
all  doubt  on  guard  in  the  outer  tent,  but  he  effected  a  shorter  means  of  entrance  for  himaelf, 
by  drawing  his  dagger,  and  at  once  ripping  the  canvass  down  to  the  ground.  The  hangings 
iHth  which  it  was  lined  were  easily  removed,  and  Bertrand  stood  within  the  tent.  Isabel  was 
alone,  and  the  instant  she  saw  him  she  sprang  forward  to  his  arms  with  a  faint  cry  of  delight. 
Some  one  moved  in  the  outer  tent,  and  conscious  that  their  safety  greatly  depended  on  the 
secresy  of  their  escape,  Bertrand  drew  back  behind  the  hangings,  and  Isabel  with  inatlnotiva 
quickness  stooped  to  fondle  her  dog.  At  the  same  instant  the  grim  head  of  an  ennnch  was 
thrust  in,  but  seeing  nothing  {o  excite  suspicion,  was  immediately  withdrawn,  and  in  a  moment 
after  Isabel  was  in  the  free  air  by  her  lover's  side.  No  words  were  spoken ;  all  was  oompre> 
bended  at  once ;  but  Bertrand  hurried  forward  to  the  spot  where  his  follower  still  kept  gtmrd, 
to  all  appearance  a  Turkbh  sentinel,  and  there  bore  Isabel  across  the  open  space  in  hia  arms 
to  the  mouth  of  the  deserted  trench.  The  other  sentinel  had  extended  his  parade  forther 
than  usual ;  oil  the  followers  of  the  young  christian  passed  unobserved,  and  thus,  as  will  some* 
times  happen,  one  of  the  most  bold  and  hazardous  attempts  that  the  mind  of  man  could 
conceive  waa  executed  without  difficulty,  and  with  no  singular  event  in  its  course. 

In  the  deep  darkness  which  still  continued,  Bertrand  hastened  with  her  he  loved,  fixing  hia 
eyes*upon  the  dim  lines  of  the  city,  which  were  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  the  deep 
obscurity  of  the  sky.  Suddenly  there  was  a  qhick  flash  upon  the  Italian  bastion,  and  then 
came  the  report  of  a  single  cannon.  The  moment  after,  the  whole  walls  were  in  a  blaze,  and 
the  stillness  of  the  night  was  swallowed  np  in  the  roar  of  the  artillery.  On  1  on  t  Ber^and 
sped,  sometimes  leading  Isabel  by  the  hand,  sometimes  carrying  her  in  his  arms,  as  the  ground 
permitted ;  but  stUl  hoping  to  reach  the  bastion  of  Auvergne  before  the  false  attack  upon  the 
post  of  Italy  had  been  abandoned,  and  the  real  one  commenced  on  the  other  point.  The  balls 
af  the  cannon  sang  over  their  heads  as  they  advanced,  and  sometimes  striking  the  ground  near  ■ 
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ttwip,  feAt< •  liwrT of  maA  fato  tb»  twriw  wWI» «■!>  aii— 1» flw  ravcf^tlw  oMflry 
becamB  kwdrnv  the  abonto  and  oims  of  the  ofMobatanta  mingliiiK  with  the  aoiNid  i-  nnk  thraogli 
thedondsof  MBokAthatbq^  toonvelopo  ttan^tbo  flaminf  moaHwaf  thn  inanini  wtiQJM 
be  «een  pimriiig  death  and  deatnictioa  en  the  very  path  they  were  parHdo^. 

Iiabel  trembled  in  every  limb^  and  for  her  the  uteiit  heart  el  BcrtnndMl  aentalient  hahad 
never  experienced  for  hinuelll  Nearer,  more  near  they  earner  and  for  a  moment  turned  from 
the  thick  of  the  fire,  and  approached  the  bastion  oC  Aitvaigiia.  The  raaporli  mt  thai  point 
were  but  thinly  manned*  and  Bertrand*  cariying  babel  in  hiaarmi»  ahonted  lo«d  to  the  aoidieiff 
to  five  him  entrance. 

He  was  toon  reoogniaedt  and  some  movements  wore  made  toadmit  him ;  bat  at  that  moment 
a  large  body  of  the  Turkish  inimtry  wheeled  upon  the  spot  where  he  was  standhig.  Not  a 
moment  was  to  be  lost  The  Janisaties  were  advancing  with  the  speed  of  lightning  to  the 
attack  of  the  bastion ;— every  instant  brought  them  nearer  ;<^lho  waider  at  the  sally-port  was 
fearftil  ond  unsteady ;  and  seeing  no  other  way  of  eseape,  fiertrand  rushed  up  over  the  vnuu 
of  the  breschy  which  the  Turkish  artillery  had  effected  during  the  day,  whilst  n  trmnendoiis 
dischaige  of  shot  aod  arrows  took  place  around  him.  Agitation,  fotigne*  and  terror  now  eoea* 
pletely  overwhelmed  the  uofortuoate  girl  he  carried  in  his  arms.  The  flash  and  the  roar  of 
the  cannon,  the  shouts,  the  cries,  the  yells,  the  strange  fieroo  fiMes  and  Orssod  fonss  she  had 
seen  aaouod  her  on  every  side,  all  in  a  moment  foded  from  before  her  mind*  and  she  fainted 
away  in  the  arms  of  her  lover.  Staggering  up  over  the  unsteady  ruins  of  the  watt,  Bertiend 
struggled  on,  but  towards  the  top  a  large  stone  gave  way^  and  nearly  east  him  book  to  tho 
ground.  At  the  same  time  a  strong  soldier,  who  knew  him»  held  down  his  ams  liwm  jdbovtt 
to  reach  the  beautiful,  but  apparently  lifeless,  form  he  carried.  The  Turks  weire  oleee  befafaid 
his  steps— each  moment  hazarded  her  life,  and  Bertrand  entrusted  Isabel  to  tbohanda  of  the 
honest  soldier,  exclaiming— |'  Quick  to  my  house  \  I  will  take  your  place.*'  The  man,  stoop- 
log  far  over,  received  her  in  his  arms  as  a  father  would  his  infant,  and  bore  her  instantly  fi«m 
that  scene  of  bloodshed  and  death.  In  the  meanwhile  Bertrand  again  endeavoured  to  climb 
the  last  few  steps,  but  there  the  stones  were  looser  than  below ;  and  as  he  rushed  on,  kiii^ 
nearly  as  much  ground  as  he  gained,  the  Turks  also  began  to  climb  the  breach.  Bertrand 
saw  Uiat  they  would  reach  him  before  he  could  arrive  at  the  t0|»,  and  was  about  to  foim  his 
men  as  best  he  could  even  where  they  stood ;  but  at  that  moment  the  Grand  MJaster,  peroeiv* 
hig  the  real  direction  the  Turkish  attack  had  now  taken,  hastened  to  the  bastion  d'Anvesgne.  • 

As  he  sprang  forward  towards  the  breach,  followed  by  all  the  knights  and  soldiers  he  oonld 
collect,  the  first  object  his  eye  fell  upon  was  Bertrand  de  la  Croix,  leading  on— as  it  appeared 
—the  Turkish  soldiers  to  the  assault.  Where  he  stood,  the  short  space  between  the  young 
soldier  and  the  Turks  was  nearly  lost  to  his  sight;  the  knights  who  accompanied  the  Grand 
Master  were  deceived  like  hunself,  and  crymg  out  upon  the  imagined  treaaon,  they  threw 
themselves  into  the  breach. 

Bertrand  gUdly  beheld  them  coming*  as  he  thought,  to  his  assistance,  but,  to  his  surprise, 
he  was  in  a  moment  struck  to  the  ground,  seized,  and  disarmed ;  and  wbUe*  shonlder  to 
shonhler,  and  shield  clasped  to  shield,  the  knights  of  St  John  .opposed  to  the  Tuks  the 
same  dauntless,  unconquerable  front  with  which  they  had  met  all  former  attacks^  one  Ok 
their  most  gallant  supporters  was  carried  bound  and  bkwwUng  to  the  orinriaal  prison  in  tho 
tower  of  St  Nicolas. 

CHAPTER    VII. 
Peace,  goad  veadcv!  do  not 


Petoe!  thm levew  we  MJeep s 

They,  iwMt  tartlet,  folded  lie 

In  the  lartkaot  that  tore  oseld  tie. 

Let  them  sleep  l~let  thoa  elaef  en 

TUl  thti  ttorasy  alght  be  tone. 

And  the  eWrernl  morrov  dawa ; 

Then  the  owtaiM  ■hall  be  drawn. 

And  tbey  waken  with  that  light, 

WhoM  day  thatt  never  aleep  ta  nlgM^Oaasaaw. 


Tat  fight  bad  passed  ty.  the  attack  of  the  Turks  was  again  repulsed,  and  mondng  fasA  taken 
the  place  of  night,  when  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  was  led,  bound  and  goanled,  fiwn  the  prison 
in  which  be  had  spent  the  last  eight  hours,  to  the  palace  of  the  Omnd.Mastor.    As  he  passed 
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Ilwmnh  tl»grtat  «|uirc,  he  wamei  by  ftwr  la^ioityfag  *  ^^"^  ^>^7  wwrcwtt  ^iMt  k  dWfc ; 
aad  aKute  ftirtber  on  he  beheld  a  scaffold,  a  black,  and  an  ase,  with  bloodjr  ertitencea  mud 
af  their  having  been  lately  uied  for  the  ptirposes  of  death.  At  the  tame  time,  from  the 
scattered  groups  of  spectators,  who  were  separating  after  the  fktal  scene  they  had  witnened^ 
be  heard  frequently  pronounced  the  name  **  De  MeraQ,"  and  the  appellation  of  -  hardened 
ttraHor.** 

Bertrand  required  no  other  eoament,  and  without  question  suffered  himself  to  be  Ted  on 
in  silence.  After  arriving  at  the  buildings  which  were  called  the  inns  of  the  onfer,  he  was 
detained  for  a  few  moments,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  ravages  which  war  had 
abvadymade.  More  than  one  half  of  the  lodgings  seemed  vacant,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying 
and  wounded  knights  brought  home  from  the  last  assault,  rendered  the  hall  l)ut  a  melaadioly 
resting-place.  At  length  the  door  of  the  council  chamber  was  opened  for  him,  and  he  w» 
brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  order. 

At  tlie  end  of  a  long  table,  hi  a  seat  a  little  raised  above  the  rest,  sat  the  Grand  Master ; 
his  ftiaturep  worn  and  channelled  with  toil  and  ansdety,  and  his  garments  apparently  unchanged 
since  the  combat  of  the  preceding  night.  Several  of  the  higher  officers  of  the  brotherhood 
were  placed  around  hhn,  and  the  rest  of  the  table  was  filled  with  knights  commanders  and 
grand  crosses*  Bertrand  placed  himself  at  once  opposite  the  chief  of  the  military  fraternity  ; 
and  encountersd  bis  grave  dark  eye  with  a  glance,  fbrm,  cahn,  and  dignified  as  his  own.  * 

"  It  is  a  mehiaeholy  task.  Sir  Bertrand  de  la  Croix,*  said  the  Grand  Master,  after  a  mo- 
mentary pause,  **  to  judge  and  sentence  treachery  and  treason — things,  we  would  fisin  believe^ 
eoukl  not  exist  with  gallantry  and  courage.  Nevertheless,  in  the  case  of  the  unliappy  man 
who  died  this  morning,  we  had  proof  that  such  an  union  of  crimes  and  virtues  may  take  place, 
and  we  have  strong  reason  to  bdicve  that  in  you  also  we  have  an  example  of  the  same.  Pitting 
aside  what  we  ourselves  beheld,  we  have  this  morning  examined  Virions  witnesses,  whom 
ovidenoe  seems  conclusive  of  your  guilt.  Yet  still,  whatever  you  can  bring  forward  in  your 
own  defence  shall  be  listened  to  attentively,  and  have  all  due  weight ;  fbr,  God  knows,  we  would 
wiHhigly  believe  you  innocent.  The  specific  charge  against  you  is,  having  leagued  with  the 
Turks,  in  consort  with  Andrew  de  Meroil,  once  a  kuight  of  this  order,  and  having  commu- 
nicated iK-ith  the  enemy,  favoured  his  enterprises,  and  finally  led  him  on  to  the  attack  last 
night,  by  which  Rhodes  has  been  more  injured  and  her  garrison  more  weakened  than  by  the 
whole  of  the  previous  siege.  The  facts  already  proved  against  you  are,  that  you  were  the 
constant  friend  and  companion  of  the  traitor  De  Merail — that  you  visited  him  disguised  last 
night  in  prison,  and  in  consequence  of  a  letter  flrom  the  Turkish  commander,  Peri,  found  upon 
bis  person,  that  you  concerted  with  him  the  means  of  giving  op  the  city  to  the  Turks  by  with- 
drawing your  men  from  the  bastion  of  Auvcrgoe— that  you  went  yourself  to  the  Turkish  camp; 
and  that,  in  the  certainty  of  success,  you  yourself,  with  the  men  you  had  brought  to  Rhodes, 
led  on  the  infidel  troops  in  their  fatal  attack  of  the  very  post  to  which  you  were  attached.  Hie 
witnesses  ore  the  page  of  the  traitor  Andrew  de  Merail,  the  gaoler  of  the  Tower  of  St  Nicholas, 
two  soldiers  who  opened  for  you  the  sally-port  of  the  post  of  Auvergne,  and  five  knig-hts  of  St 
John,  who,  with  ourselves,  witnessed  the  fact  of  your  leading  on  the  Janizaries  to  the  breach 
lost  night.'* 

•*  Good  faitb,  Sir  Villiers  de  I'Isle  Adam,-  replied  the  young  soldier,  "were  the  matter  less 
than  life  and  death,  it  would  make  me  smile  to  see  how  cunningly  a  chain  of  evidence  may  be 
woven  against  an  innocent  man.  Frown  not,  sir !  I  charge  you  not  with  seeking  the  death 
of  one  who  never  injured  you.  I  believe  you  to  be  a  good  knight  and  true,  if  ever  was ;  but 
still  I  beg  you  to  remember  what  oommunicatioo  I  ever  held  with  the  infidels  since  first  I  set 
my  foot  in  Rhodes.  That  I  have  leagued  with  them  I  acknowledge,  but  it  was  as  the  tiger 
leagues  with  the  wild  bull,  for  mutual  destruction.  That  1  liave  communicated  with  them— 
true  !  but  it  has  been  with  my  svrord-edge  to  their  brows  and  my  dagger  in  their  hearts.  They 
are  my  dear  companions  in  arms  —  are  they  not  ?  Have  you  not,  all  of  you,  seen  us  mingle 
our  hearts'  blood  together  in  trench  and  in  the  breach,  and  holding  each  other  to  our  bosoms, 
let  nothing  part  us  but  death  ?  Fie,  fie  *  ye  knights  of  Rhodes,  is  it  thus  ye  repay  your 
80ldiers1»  True,  Grand  Master,  I  did  visit  De  Merail  in  prison,--trne,  I  did  road  the  letter 
tnm  the  Baeha  Peri. — ^true,  I  did  go  to  the  Turkish  camp,  but  with  no  friendly  intent ;  and 
«  Msre  I  set  my  fbot  bevond  the  walls  of  Rhodes,  I  came  to  warn  you  of  your  danger,  if  yott 
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ip^old  b«  ivrnmed,  bat  you  refuted  me  your  pretence.  Even  tJben  I  MBi  oat  of  mf  iilfiitff 
to  leek  you,  to  watch  foryouaod  to  tell  you  to  guard  the  bastioB  of  Auimci^'<v^lMf8 
Mold  b#  the  true  attack.  Doubtless  he  did  his  duty,  aod  why  you  repeat  oot  now  thtt  Cict,  I 
cannot  tell.  Last  night,  however,  was  not  my  night  to  watch  the  bastion  of  Auvem;n%  Chetv- 
hre  I  took  not  my  men  from  their  duty  when  I  sallied  out  to  the  Turkish  camp;  i^  did  I  go 
thither  to  league  with  enemies  of  the  faith,  but  to  save  from  their  hands  a  lady»  aod  my  love, 
|Md  where  i»  the  knight  who  dares  to  say  I  did  not  right  ?'* 

Bertrand  de  la  Croix  now  proceeded  to  give  an  exact  detail  of  all  that  had  ocourred  durii^ 
the  froceding  night,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  simple  truth  of  his  story  had  soom  effsot. 
His  manner  was  calm  and  dignified*  although  there  was  less  of  that  cold  hai^htineis  in'it  thm 
ke  woaUy  displayed;  but  still  the  brows  of  the  Grand  Master  and  of  the  alder  koightsietaiMd 
their  stern  aspect,  and  after  a  brief  consultation,  Villicrs  de  I'lsle  Adam  replied  :— 

<*  Your  story,  sir,  is  pUiusible ;  but  we  have  no  proo^  even  though  the  deliveranoe  of  this 
fqpCive  lady  might  take  place  tlurough  your  nieans,  that  you  did  not  betray  the  oity  to  tho 
Torks  as  the  means  of  gaining  her.  The  fact  of  your  having  sought  for  me  ms^  have  tak4a 
place— the  fact  of  your  having  sent  mc  warning  or  message .  never  did.  No  sueh  warning 
iMflhed  me.  However,  fearful  of  doing  injustice,  though  resolved  to  punish  where  punish* 
aent  ik  deserved,  we  give  you  two  hours  to  seek  through  the  whole  town  the  measeuger  yoa 
4^iatchcd ;  choose  from  the  Knights  of  St  John  any  two  in  whom  you  may  place  ooofideuoe. 
Mid  on  their  knighthood  let  them  use  every  means  within  that  time  to  produce  any  proof  that 
joa  even  attempted  to  warn  the  order  of  the  danger  you  knew  was  about  to  beial  it.  Mabo 
jwir  selection,  and  God  speed  their  endeavours."  \ 

'«  You,  Sir  John  de  Real,  and  you,  Sir  Oliver  de  Brissac,**  replied  the  prisoner,  addressing 
two  of  the  knights  present,  **if  in  your  good  courtesy  you  will  so  far  trouble  yourselves,  I  will 
beg  you  to  seek  for  one  Peter  DufJaurrel ;  first  let  him  be  inquired  for  amongst  my  own  fblbwen^ 
and  then  through  the  town.  Bring  him  before  the  council — let  him  be  fairly  questioned  what 
were  bis  lord's  last  commands  before  setting  forth  on  his  expedition  last  night.  If  he  speak 
Boi  as  I  have  spoken,  strike  off  my  head !" 

The  knights  willingly  undertook  the  task.  Bertrand  was  removod.  and  the  bonds  takea 
§nm  his  hands ;  but  moment  after  moment  passed,  and  no  tidings  of  comfort  or  tjonfinlatioct 
finched  him.  An  hour  went  by,  and  then  another,  and  Bertrand  was  again  lad  to  tb» 
•onncii-chomber  of  the  order;  the  cloud  had  gathered  deeper  than  before  on  the  bcow  of  the 
Grand  Master. 

<*  The  knights  you  yourself  chose,**  he  said,  in  a  slow  and  solemn  voice,  addrassii^  the 
young  soldier,  "  have  searched  town  and  castle  in  vain  for  the  person  you  have  named,  aad  on 
their  honour  they  cannot  discover  him ;  the  council  have  heard  your  case,  and  have  patiently 
examined  it  all.  Traitors  must  not  be  left  unpunished,  and  it  is,  therefore^  my  painful  duty  t« 
doom  you  to  death,  Sir  Bertrand  de  la  Croix.*' 

«'  Hold  !**  exclaimed  the  young  soldier,  in  a  firm,  deep,  powerful  voioe,  in  the  clear  steady 
tone  of  which  no  note  of  fear  could^^  heard.     <*  Hold,  Villiers  de  I'lsle  Adam !  and  oail  me 

not  Bertrand  de  la  Croix.     Say  rather,  Francis,  Duke  of  Nivellc<— yes,  sir, ^your  nephew, 

and  the  chief  of  your  own  house  1  Now  forward  with  your  sentence— now  that  you  know 
that  the  innocent  blood  you  are  about  to  shed  is  kindred  to  your  own,**  and  pladng  his  hat 
and  plume  upon  his  head,  he  fixed  his  proud  dark  eye  full  upon  the  countenance  of  the  Grand 
Master. 

A  convulsive  motion,  springing  from  the  agony  of  his  heart,  pasted  twice  over  the  face 
of  Villiers  de  I'lsle  Adam;  but  still  the  struggle  to  do  bis  duty,  and  his  high  sense  of  im-. 
partial  justice,  wrought  powerfully  against  the  bonds  of  kindred  and  afieolioo.  His  clenched 
hand  wrung  the  arm  of  the  chair  in  which  he  sat,  his  features  became  drawn  and  haggard, 
his  lip  quivered,  his  eye  strained  upon  the  fine  noble  countenance  of  his  nephew,  and  theii» 
after  several  attempts,  he  staggered  up  from  his  seat,  and  strove  to  speak.  Words  at  first 
were  wanting,  but  at  length  with  a  daeadful  efibrt  be  repeated  twicer  **  I  doom  you  to  death  I 
I  doom  you  to  death  !" 

•'  Not  u>\  not  so  r  cried  several  of  the  knighU  present.  "  Hold,  my  lord !  hold  !**  But 
at  that  moment  the  door  of  the  hall  was  forced  open,  and  a  pal*  ghaatly  man,  covered  with 
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Uoo  dy  \)andages,  rushed  into  the  hall,  followed  by  several  surgeons  of  the  hoqpiital,  who 
strove  in  Vain  to  hold  hfaa. 
.  *•  He  Is  ddhrious,"  cried  the  surgeon ;  **  let  hhn  not  near  the  Grand  Master  I— he  is  deS- 
ilOQS  from  a  wound  on  his  head,  and  raving  about  some  ring.** 

But  the  wounded  man  strode  on,  noticing  no  one  in  the  hall,  and  with  a  rapidity  tiiat  per- 
mitted no  interruption.  He  approached  the  Grand  Master,  cast  himself  at  his  feet,  and 
holding  up  a  ring,  he  exclaimed,  **  I  am  not  mad,  my  lord !  Last  night,  my  noble  master, 
the  Duke  of  Nivelle,  when  sallying  forth  against  the  Turks,  bade  me  warn  you  to  lock  to  the 
bastion  of  Auvergne.  If  be  returned  not  before  the  dawn,  1  was  to  give  you  this  rlng^  and 
ten  yon  that  he  is  dead.  You  struck  me  last  night  and  called  me  coward  when  I  came  to 
wfm  you  as  my  lord  comoianded.  Strike  me  again  if  you  will—I  am  ready  to  die,  for  my 
lord  Is  dead,  and  I  have  done  his  Uddlng.** 

1  *^  God  of  Heaven  r'  cried  the  Grand  Master.  **  Pardon  me,  a  sinner  t— my  rash  haste  haa 
caused  me  to  strike  an  innocent  man,  and  nearly  hurried  me  on  to  spill  the  guiltless  blood  of 

my  own  brother's  son." 

•  ••••••• 

But  few  words  now  remain  to  be  said,  and  few  explanations  to  be  given.  The  laithfhl 
follower  to  whom  the  Duke  of  Nivelle  had  entrusted  his  message  to  the  Grand  Master,  after 
having  been  driven,  as  we  have  seen,  back  to  the  ramparts,  mingled  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  in  order  to  shame  the  name  of  coward,  with  which  he  had  been  branded.  He  soon 
fell  under  several  wounds,  and  was  carried  to  the  hospital  of  the  order,  where  he  raved  wfldly 
during  the  night  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Duke  of  Nivelle,  a  name  unknown  in  the 
town  of  Rhodes.  In  the  morning  he  asked  wfldly  if  the  duke  had  returned,  and  the  sur- 
geons, fancying  him  delirious,  replied  in  the  negative.  He  then  strove  to  rise,  but  was  pre- 
vented for  some  hours,  at  the  end  of  which,  however,  he  watched  his  opportunity,  forced  his 
way  out,  and  reached  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  detailed  above. 
I  The  innocence  of  the  young  Duke  of  Nivelle  was  now  fully  established,  and  he  easily 
explained  to  his  uncle  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to  the  cold  reserve  and  concealment 
he  had  adopted.  Having  met  and  loved  Isabel  de  Merail  in  Spain,  he  had  determined  to  win 
her  by  high  deeds  in  favour  of  that  order  to  which  her  lather  had  devoted  himself.  But  his 
own  uncle,  the  Grand  Master,  having  refused  the  alliance  when  pressed  in  former  days,  the 
young  lover  was  afraid  that  his  scheme  would  meet  opposition  and  obstruction,  if  he  made 
himself  known  to  his  relation,  Ceim  whose  memory  fifteen  years  had  obliterated  all  traces 
'of  his  person.  Lest  any  casual  circumstanoe  should  betray  his  secret  also,  he  imposed  upon 
himself  a  stem  system  of  reserve,  which  he  only  broke  through  towards  the  father  of  her  he 
loved ;  nor  did  he  reveal  himself  to  him  till  he  bad  won  his  regard.  De  Merail,  who  had 
'  already  bound  himself  to  the  Turks,  gladly  seised  a  fresh  means  of  punishing,  as  he  thought, 
the  rival  who  had  borne  away  the  highest  dignity  of  the  order  from  the  hand  he  stretched 
to  grasp  it,  and  willingly  promised  his  daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Nivelle,  though  he  had  at 
,one  time  declared  that  fire  and  water  should  as  soon  dlldte  as  his  race  with  that  of  Villiers 
de  risle  Adam. 

When  many  mutual  explanations  had  been  given  between  the  Grand  Master  and  his 
nephew,  the  mind  of  the  gallant  knight  of  Rhodes  reverted  to  all  the  splendid  deeds  he  had 
seen  the  young  soldier  perform  in  defence  of  the  order,  and  clasping  him  to  his  bosom,  he 

exclaimed,  **  How— how  could  I  ever  think  you  guilty  1    But  tell  me— >tell  me,  Nivelle 

for  it  weighs  like  a  load  upon  my  heart,  that  the  same  fatal  errors  which  had  nearly  led  to 
your  death,  may  have  brought  that  wretched  man,  De  Merail,  to  the  block  without  cause- 
tell  roe,  was  his  sentence  just  ?** 

'*  Be  your  heart  at  rest,"  replied  the  duke.  **  He  well  deserved  his  fate  ;  but  if  I  have 
served  the  order  of  Rhodes — if  I  have  shed  my  blood  in  its  defence,  never  let  the  manner  of 
his  death  reach  his  daughter's  ears.  Let  it  be  buried  in  silence  and  hid  in  the  bosom  of  the 
order,  for  I  would  not  for  a  world  that  my  bride's  cheek  should  bum  with  the  knowledge  that 
her  father  was  a  traitor." 

Nor  did  she  ever  knew  it.  Nivelle  soon  clasped  her  again  to  his  bosom,  and  did  away  all 
her  fears  for  his  own  safety.     He  had  stfll,  however,  the  hard  task  of  breakfaig  to  her  the  loss 


BERTRANO  DE  LA  CROIX.  S5 

of  her  ptrent,  although  hU  devotion  to  the  order  of  St  John  had  long  deprived  her  of  htt 
fanmediate  care  and  near  affection.  To  her  dying  day  the  believed  that  he  had  fidlen  gal« 
]antly  Iitthe  defence  of  Rhodei,  and  m  after  yeart  when  that  island  was  mentioned^  though 
she  thought  of  it  with  a  sigh,  there  mingled  with  her  sorrow  a  touch  of  that  pride  with  which 
the  knightii  themselves  remembered  their  long  glorious  resistance. 

As  aU  men  know,  Rhodes  at  length  fell*  but  it  was  not  till  her  bulwarks  were  levelled  with 
the  ground,  and  her  defenders  reduced  to  less  than  a  hundredth  part  of  the  force  that  aasailed 
tiiem.  Even  then,  a  proud  capitulation  gave  glory  both  to  the  living  and  the  dead;  and 
sailing  away  from  the  island  for  which  they  had  so  nobly  fought,  the  Grand  Master  and  his 
knights  anchored  at  Setia,  in  the  bland  of  Candia,  where  Isabel  de  Merail  gave  her  hand  to 
him  who  had  so  long  possessed  her  heart.  The  morning  of  their  affection  broke  in  stormi 
and  tempests,  but  now,  when  once  the  clouds  had  passed  away,  the  hours  sped  on  in  sunshine 
and  tranquillity,  and  a  bright  calm  evening  closed  the  long  summer  day  of  their^ezistence. 


V. 


THR  END. 
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THE  CALIPERS  ADVENTURfi. 


AU    ftA4T«tai     •?••<«¥. 


BY     A     POPUXA&    AUTaiO 


■<i— — »■ 


Tte  C^b  Almamoun  came  oot  of  his  harem  one  dey  ia  a  very  gnat  peHioii*  Now,  M4hii 
caBph  was  at  that  time  the  greatest  monarch  in  the  world,  it  is  worth  while  to  inqui^^te 
eanse  of  his  wrath  for  the  edification  of  all  great  monarchs  to  come  hereafter. 

Almamoun  was  the  great. grandson  of  Mahadi,  who  was  the  son  of  Ahnansor,  who  suo* 
oeeded  the  dynasty  of  Omar,  who  was  the  conqueror  of  Persia ;  and  traces  his  descent  to  *ihi& 
holy  prophet,  and  through  him  up  to  the  patriarch  Nod,  who,  as  every  good  Muasvlman 
knows,  was  an  illegitimate  child  of  Adam.  Hence  it  will  he  seen  that  Aimamoun's  gene- 
alogical tree  was  somewhat  remarkable  for  its  altitude,  and  he,  being  the  very  topmost  twig, 
was  not  a  little  proud  of  his  elevated -situation.  Indeed,  the  vanity  of  birth  was  the  oaliph*s 
only  foible,  if  we  except  some  slight  weaknesses  common  to  all  despots— sooh  as  oruulty,  per- 
fidiousness,  and  the  like.  He  firmly  believed  that  no  man  could  be  worth  a  coz  who  did  not 
know  his  ancestors  for  at  least  twenty  generations  back.  On  this  principle  he  selected  hie 
ministers  and  his  wives,  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  when  a  visier  and  ten  courtiers,  all 
directly  descended  from  men  who  lived  a  thousand  years  before  them,  formed  a  conspiracy  to 
dethrone  their  lord  and  master,  for  which  they  were  all  bow-stringed  i  aodstill  greater  was  hia 
consternation  when  his  last  and  youngest  caliphine,  whose  seventeenth  grandfather  was  a  near 
relation  of  Ishmael,  had  the  presumption  to  dispute  with  the  lord  of  the  universe,  and  even  to 
laugh  at  his  beard.     Whereupon  the  Caliph  left  the  zenana  in  a  pet. 

'*  I  will  see,^  said  be,  as  he  strode  ircfuliy  up  and  down  the  apartment  like  a  tiger  is 
his  cage,  '*  I  will  see  if  the  master  of  the  world,  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  grandson  of 
Adam,  is  to  be  contradicted  and  mocked  to  the  face  by  chits  whose  families  have  just  spmai^ 
from  their  dunghills— mere  mushrooms  of  five  eentortes !  I  swear,  by  tlie  great  toe  of  the 
great  Abu  Beer,  I  will  seek  out  a  fourth  spouse,  who  shall  be  mistress  of  the  harem,  and 
shall  possess  every  virtue  under  the  sun — particularly  a  proper  and  discreet  humility.  By 
the  beard  of  the  prophet,  she  shall  be  a  paragon !  and  her  family  shall  be  three  thousand 
years  old.  Wallah  1  Billah  I  Mashallah  I  So  be  it  I  And  then  we  wUl  see  who  shall  laugh.*' 
And  the  caliph  stamped  about  the  room,  and  curled  bis  whiskers,  and  put  himself  into  ^ 
very  great  passion  as  aforesaid. 

The  feelings  of  a  despot  are  quickly  reflected  in  the  actions  of  his  subjects.  No  sooner, 
was  it  known  that  the  sun  of  the  royal  countenance  was  under  a  cloud  than  the  visier*a 
also  began  to  suffer  an  eclipse,  and  he  berated  the  treasurer ;  the  treasurer  fell  into  a  raf» 
with  the  master  of  ceremonies  ;  the  master  of  ceremonies  hectored  the  chief  eun«ch«  wh* 
threatened  the  chibouque  bearers,  who  bastinadoed  the  messengers,  who  kicked  and  piMi- 
melled  the  stable  boys  till  ^ey  were  oat  of  bnatb.  This  was  the  first  consequence  of  the 
caliph's  aqger. 

Almamoun  then  entered  the  hall  of  Audlenoe.     Here  he  Te^MJ^«^  ^^t«ft  \v«k^^x^ 
•eventy-sis  ps<hie«i^  eidawd  the  dectpil«lioft  el  tttity  taAnm^iBBE^^&^ 
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to  lay  waste,  with  fire  and  sword,  a  proyioce  which  the  devastations  of  the  locusts  had 
prevented  from  pajring  its  accustomed  tribute.  This  was  the  second  consequence  of  the 
caliph's  anger. 

By  this  time  the  vizier,  observing  that  his  master's  wrath  was  somewhat  appeased,  ventured 
to  approach,  him,  and  inquire  Ivhence  had  originated  the  stain  that  sullied  tha  lust^  of  the 
royal  complacency.  **  Ibn  HamaH,"  implied  the  uionarch,  **  I  want  a  wife  who  shatt  have  a 
genealogy  reaching  to  Noah ;  and,  moreover,  she  shall  be  perfect  in  everythiog."  This  was 
the  third  consequence  of  the  caliph's  passion,  and  the  most  absurd  of  all. 

The  visier  bowed  himself  to  the-earth,  and  answered—"  I  know  of  bat  one,  O  sire,  who 
claims  such  a  descent,  and  report  speaks  her  worthy  of  the  imperial  hand.  She  is  Ilasa,  the 
daughter  of  the  Prince  of  Farsistan,  and  is  even  now  in  the  city.*' 

'*  Humph !"  said  the  caliph,  **  I  have  heard  of  her ;  but  it  is  dangerous  to  trust  to  hearsay ;" 
and  here  he  cast  a  significant  glance  towards  the  door -of  the  harem,  as  if  to  intimate  wherein 
he  had  already  been  deceived.  '*  Could  not  I  manage  to  obtain  a  sight  of  her,  unknown— eh  ?** 
The  visier  bowed  to  the  dust  "  Nothing  human,"  he  replied,  **  is  impossible  to  the  lord  of 
the  world ;  yet  he  will  consider  that  it  will  be  deemed  unworthy  of  a  monarch  to  violate  the 
established  decorum  of  his  people.  But  perhaps  the  eyes  of  the  most  magnificent  may  be 
satisfied  with  a  portrait  taken  by  the  cunning  infidel  artist  (may  his  soul  be  burnt  1)  who 
came  in  the  train  of  the  Frank  ambassador  ;*'  and  Ibn  Hassan,  with  another  prostraUoiL  pr^ 
aented  to  the  caliph  a  miniature  studded  with  brilliants,  which  he  had  at  the  time  by  good 
ftwtone  in  his  bosom. 

**  Wallah  !  Barikillah  T  ejaculated  the  caHph  In  admiration,  '*  but  these  Franks  are  a  won- 
derful people  I  And  the  fkce  is  very  well.  But  don't  you  think,  Ibn  Hassan,  that  the  nose  li 
a  little  too  slim  ?    A  sharp  nose,  you  know,  is  the  sign  of  a  long  tongue." 

**  Perhaps,  most  exalted,  the  painter  may  not  have  been  able  to  depict  ^a  proper  nose ;  the 
lady  Ilasa  is  said  to  be  very  beautiftiL" 

**  Humph,**  said  the  caliph,  "  you  may  go ;"  and  Ibn  Hassan  retired. 
Now  Almamoun  knew  very  well  that  his  visier  had  received  large  bribes  from  the  Khan  of 
Farsistan  to  recommend  his  daughter  to  the  royal  notice.  He  therefore  very  sensibly  deter- 
mined to  trust  to  nothing  but  his  own  eyes.  When  evening  approached,  he  ordered  his 
fkvourite  slave,  Lalouk,  to  be  summoned  to  his  presence.  '*  Lalouk,"  said  the  monarch, 
**  does  the  dwelling  of  Kazim,  Prince  of  Farsistan,  come  within  the  sphere  of  your  knowledge?" 
**  Every  chamber,  maidauHt*  and  roof,"  replied  the  privileged  slave ;  "  it  was  there  I  spent 
the  early  days  of  my  servitude,  when  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  traitor  Ben  Omri  (may 
he  bum  for  ever !)    Shall  I  tell  your  highness  some  remarkable  stories  ?" 

'*  Another  time— another  time,  my  good  Lalouk,**  Interrupted  the  caliph ;  "  we  cannot 
listen  to  your  narratives  now.  You  are  to  prepare  our  merchant  dresses  without  delay ;  we 
make  an  expedition  to-night.  Be  wary  of  your  tongue  thereupon."  And  the  slave  withdrew. 
In  about  two  hours  the  caliph  an<f  Lalouk,  In  the  disguise  of  Cairo  traders,  left  the  paUce 
by  a  secret  passage,  and  pursued  their  way  toward  a  huge  conglomeration  of  low,  irregular 
buildings,  which  formed  Uie  mansion  of  the  Khan.  The  slave's  knowledge  of  the  localities 
enabled  him  to  guide  his  master  to  a  place  where  he  judged  be  would  be  most  likely  to  attain 
Ms  object.  This  was  a  balcony  extending  half  round  a  small  wing  which  projected  from  the 
main  building,  seemingly  for  the  purpose  of  catching  the  cool  breeze  from  the  river,  which 
flowed  not  far  firom  Its  base.  By  the  light  which  streamed  through  the  half-curtained  case- 
ments, it  was  apparent  that  the  apartment  must  be  occupied.  With  great  caution  the  caliph 
and  his  companion  ascended  the  balcony,  which  had  probably  never  before  been  profaned  by 
the  tread  of  a  male,  with  the  exception  of  the  lord  of  the  palace  and  some  hideous  harem - 
warder ;  and  by  raising  themselves  on  some  stools  which  had  been  left  there  evidently  ibr  the 
convenience  of  the  tenants  of  the  apartment  when  they  chose  to  watch  the  stars  of  a  clear 
evening,  they  managed  to  obtain  a  distfaict  view,  through  a  division  In  the  curtain,  of  the 
interior. 
*  The  room  was  fitted  up  in  a  style  of  gorgeous  splendoar.  The  floor  was  covered  with  one 
of  those  costly  carpets  of  Shiraz  on  which  none  but  princes  might  dare  to  tread.  The  walls, 
wMeb  wen  of  oedur  frame-work,  in  order  to  allow  free  passage  to  the  afa*,  were  ho^g  with 

•  Coml  or  tq^ix«« 
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enrtaini  of  Damascus  cloth,  k>oped  «p  by  cords  of  silk  and  90UL  A  miiyfliiemt  Mmnm 
eitended  along  one  side  of  the  aparimeot  and  from  the  centre  of  the  painted  ooiUng  deaeeatal^ 
by  a  chain  of  twisted  gold,  a  small  chandelier,  in  which  the  rays  of  three  lamps  were  canght 
mad  reflected  by  a  sparkling  globe  of  the  most  brilliant  stones.  Arennd  the  rooa^  at  If  throws 
oir  hastily  by  one  eager  to  escape  from  the  sultriness  of  the  inatr  harem*  wore  •catteredianiiy 
-  artides  of  female  attire  too  magnificent  to  permit  any  doubt  off  their  wearer. 

The  figures  which  occupied  the  apartment  were  but  two.  Extended  on  tbo  aofi,  fai  ^n 
eoftly  though  negligent  undress,  one  hand  hanging  listlessly  over  the  side  off  the  eoneb  nd 
-playing  with  the  tassels  which  adorned  it,  lay  one  whom  the  oaliph.  Inisdislely  reeognlsed  as 
the  orighial  of  the  portrait.  There  was,  on  her  really  fine  features,  an  eipwssisn  of  ilUhumovr, 
which  seemed  to  be  directed  toward  a  young  Georgian  attendant^  wbo^  dressed  in  the  dose* 
fitting  embroidered  vest  and  white  trowsers  of  her  country,  was  kneeling  on  a  cushion  near  her 
mistress,  and  holding  in  her  hand  a  lute,  by  which  she  was  evidently  endeavouring  to  beguile 
the  ennui  of  the  princess. 

<*  Barikillah,— may  I  drop  from  Al  Sirat  I  but  she  is  beautiful  I'-Jovelier  than  the  waving 
cypress,  brighter  than  morning,**  whispered  the  enraptured  caliph. 

«*  ndrer  than  the  full  moon,"  diimed  in  the  favourite ;  «  and  what  splendid  pearls  on  her 
toner 

**  Pshaw  r  returned  the  monaroh,  **  I  was  not  thinking  of  her.  She  te  weD  enough.  Indeed^ 
except  that  her  nose  is  too  sharp*  But  only  look  at  the  slave  I  What  a  fimn  1  what  eyes ! 
Wallah !  She  would  do  honour  to  a  heron-tuft*** 

**  Very  true,  my  lord,**  replied  the  complaisant  Lalook ;  "  she  is  more  lovely  than  the  rose 
of  Shtraz ;  and  what  a  beautiful  brecelet  !** 

^  Pish  r  ejaculated  the  caliph ;  « let  us  listen  to  their  words  ;*'  and  they  were  silent 

**  Do  you  mean  really  to  say,"  ezdaimed  the  princess  to  the  kneeling  Georgian,  **  that  you 
can  sbig  no  other  verses  but  those  doleful  ones  about  loss  of  country  and  home,  that  yon  have 
been  dinning  into  my  ears  all  the  evening  ?  Truly  you  would  make  a  fine  chanter  at  fhnerals. 
Sfaig  me  a  lively  air— something  about  love— for  you  must  know  some  sueh.** 

**  Lady,**  replied  the  damsel,  "  I  do  indeed  know  a  few  tones  of  a  SMrrior  cast  than  the 
one  I  have  just  sung.  But  it  is  natural  ihat  the  thoughts  of  a  captive  and  a  slate  should 
dwell  upon  her  own  sad  fortunes.** 

<*  Tliooghts,  indeed  T  returned  her  mistress,  peevishly.  'M  did  not  know  that  yon  had  any* 
thfaig  to  do  with'thinking,  except  as  I  command  yon." 

The  beautiful  slave  answered  not ;  but  as  she  bent  over  her  hite  to  toodi  the  preloidfav 
note,  the  caliph  thought  he  perceived  a  tear  fell  on  the  instnunent* 

**  Wallah !  billah  P*  he  muttered*  glandng  a  look  of  aaytUng  bat  adndretien  at  the 
adous  princess,—"  but  her  nose  is  excessively  sharp  f 

Thus  sang  the  lovely  musician  -.— 

"TBI   GlOROIAN*S  TWILXOHT  SONG. 

M  It  it  tka  bolv  hnih  off  •▼«•  the  raali  last  ray  la  nne. 
And  ioitlv  «Ter  hiU  and  pUin  tko  flMdoa  af  night  o 


And  aa  tha  waary  aMflnaota  glida,  tha  ahadafwa  daapar  idl, 
Tk€  daw  la  heavy  «•  ihm  flower,  and  damp  npon  tba  wall ; 
Tha  nifhtlDfale  haa  hwhad  har  aoof  wlmfai  iheeypiaaa  tree**- 


Bat  yet,  ahw !  ha  ooasath  not,  ha  consth  not  co  bm. 

*'Tba  braaae  ia  flowing  froaa  the  aoath,  with  aH  Ha  flragnat  land, 
Tha  gift  of  every  loToly  flower  it  bmc  along  itf  road ; 
It  m^  ahava  the  dnaky  lake,  and  IhnNiBh  tha  tree-topa  dihi. 
And  ki«aa«  now  ti>a  oheek  I  kept  ao  holy  para  lar  Mm ; 
Tba  silent  atari  look  pitying  down  my  weary  watch  to'iee^       « 
But  ah !  alae !  ha  eonan  not,  ha  eomath  nat  ta 


*•  I  hear  a  tread !    Tit  bnt  a  lone  gasone  that  wanden  by,- 
la  that  bla  voioa  f    Ah  na  !  It  ia  the  jaakaB**  hvaan  cry ; 


Cease !  cease  I  my  reotlaaa  heart !    Keep  down  tte  Ihrohhingi  aff  thy  fear  . 
Wo's  ma !  the  twHight  boor  Is  paaV  and  1  alone  am  hera. 
Alas !  for  every  bappy  hope !  that  I  ahonld  lire  to  see 
The  hoar  in  which  be  oonieth  not,  ha  ooneth  not  Co  warn !" 

••  Pish  r  exclaimed  the  khanine,  "  do  you  call  that  a  lively  air?    Why,  it  is  a  Iusl^V^'wVwns&l 
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«.iM»poritefliviglitdflmiaBiiiglitl    Bst  jra  teleetaA  H  on  p«qpM»  te 
mintAtniiKLmifmm\    But bewmortheili|»per.ffirt" 

«Wtlip4Ui«verr  mnraimdtiieed^  ^BfttMbbokBiiileiiroiirfiifthir 
l»A  dMrorigk*  «iBM,  nd  tar  mm  ii  at  liuurp  at  the  adft  ni  aij  iak»n.''    JSo  lagti^f  Ja 
«MM0  flflHilDriigBalSoii-lia  ande  tonie  nwfemeat  whioh  otartlirtw  tlieatOQlaiiiUBli  J» 
ftBoding;  as  lie  Jbil,  1m  ianF^ituiUrily  oaaglU  hold  of  l4doi^ 
pwripitati'ii  tfaPtngli  Iha  aUght  frame-woii  of  the  windowa  intp  the  afArftneaL     Xbt 
«oacupMrt^aajaaybeaiippoaed.tfiriafced  ahmd;  and  a  erovdor  deBMKUai  dUeOf 
fgwiertiately  m»friad4he  dj^gnhed  wandeieri^  with  opUftedaoWtani  jrevlyiartlia 
«Ciii^>ftimi  their  adMnia. 

'^Slapr  iheted  Lalmifc,  who  did  not  reliih  thia  turn  of  affiinir-"  iwnU  looa  J^r 


**  Silence  V*  oddtpewddhe^aHph,  *  leave  ft  to  me.  Moit  noble  priDoeVy"  he  oantinniM^ 
^  be  aiiured  that  our  andden  and  violent  intniaion  waa  wholly  unintentional.  We  are  haaaaleae 
wetwhanta  of  Caira,  who  weie  quietly  returning  to  our  inn  thia  evening,  when  we  obaarvad 
tiiat  we  were  followed  by  loaie  auspiebae-lodiing  individuals ;  to  avoid  them,  we  haalilf  took 
reftige  in  yonr  highneeirs  balcony,  and  were  unfortunate  enough  to  stumble  against  the  mifft 
ment,  cansiug  a  most  involuntary  entrance  into  your  sublime  presence.  We  would  bope^  most 
aurpassing  lady,  that  our  unwilling  oflRmoe  is  not  a'  mortal  one." 

**  A  pretty  alory,  truty,"  returned  the  princess,  who  was  not  in  a  forgiving  moodv— "  n  vary 
pretty  trap  to  catch  flies  in ;  and  think  you  that  a  vulgar  trader  can  gase  upon  the  Khanlne 
of  Farsistan,  whom  pHnees  have  longed  in  vain  to  see,  and  live  ?  Yet,  as  ye  would  have 
grace,  we  allow  you  till  dawn  to  prepare  for  death.  Hence  with  the  dogs  f  The 
obeyed. 

"  Wallah  {**  eaolaimed  the  caliph,  when  he  had  somewhat  recovered  from  the  effiaot  of  tho 
rudeness  with  whioh  they  had  been  thrust  hito  a  cold  and  dark  apartment,  which  waa  to  ha 
their  prison  till  the  morning :  — '*  By  the  seven  troubles  of  Abn  Near,  we  are  in  a  pretty  picUe^ 
and  her  tongue  is  aa  sharp  as  her  nose." 

*'  And  does  your  nugesty  really  intend  to  let  her  threat  be  fulfilled  ?**  inquired  the  fiivonrite^' 
with  a  ludicrous  whine  of  supplication  and  anxiety. 

The  monarch  laughed.    **  My  good  Lalouk,*'  said  he,  "  set  your  mind  at  ease  with  regard 
to  the  safety  of  that  fearful  head  of  yours.     We  shall  have  nothing  worse  than  a  rather 
uncomfortable  night's  lodging  in  this  wretched  hole  of  a  prison.     And  who  knows  what  a  Ibw 
hoars  may  bring  forth?    I  would  willhigly  escape,  if  possible,  without  making  ourselvea 
known  ;  however,  that  shall  be  as  it  pleases  Allah  and  our  gentle  hostess.** 

So  sajring,  the  caliph  Stretched  himself  oh  the  floor  of  the  room,  and  endeavoured  to  sleep  ; 
but  his  uneasy  posture,  and  the  thousand  varied  thoughts  and  recollections  which  thronged 
upon  his  mind,  forbade  the  approach  of  slumber.  About  midnight  a  slight  noise  excited  hit 
attention  ;  he  started  up,  and  aroused  the  slave,  who  was  snoring  at  ease  in  a  comer ;  a  key 
was  apparently  introduced  into  a  lock  at  a  different  side  of  the  dungeon  from  that  at  which 
they  entered.  Several  attempts  were  then  made  to  turn  ft,  which  finally  succeeded,  and  a 
concealed  door  opened,  through  which  the  light  of  a  lantern  flashed  upon  the  wondering  eyes 
of  the  prisoners.  The  bearer,  a  female,  closely  veiled  from  head  to  foot,  paused  for  a  moment 
at  the  entrance,  while  she  turned  the  rays  of  the  lamp  successively  upon  the  two  before  her. 
Then,  as  if  assured  of  theh*  identity,  ehe  advanced  and  spoke  in  a  low  tone,  which  left  no 
doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  caliph  that  it  was  the  beautiful  Georgian  who  was  concealed  behind 
the  veil. 

"  You  are  innocent,**  she  said,  <*  I  know ;  for  you  hove  not  the  air  of  violent  men ;  at  all 
events  you  have  committed  no  crime  deserving  of  your  threatened  punishmenL  If  yon  remain 
till  morning,  you  die.  I  have  come  to  deliver  you.  Be  silent,  and  follow  me  I**  So  saying, 
she  turned  and  led  the  way  through  a  narrow  and  winding  passage,  the  mm*disant  travellers 
following  with  the  utmost  caution.  In  a  few  moments  they  reached  a  small  postern  gate 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  buildhig  from  that  by  which  they  had  entered ;  their  guide 
then  turned,  and  said  in  the  same  suppressed  voice — 

^Nowjo,  Mod  Allah  be  with  you  I    I  have  risked  my  life  to  save  you.     Hfait  not  to  a 
//-' —  '■^mr  jwnr  means  of  deliverance.** 
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**  Wc  fluif  ■!  leait  inquire,**  said  the  disgaised  caliph,  *'  the  tiame  of  oar  lovely  preaerrer, 
llMt wmwftymmnUmi ft  te cor prmftn." 

^  Nok**  replied  the  Georgian  witti  a  aigh ;  "  Ibi^et  me ;  forget  that  you  have  ever  seen  me. 
Hy  name — alasl — I  have  no  nafflebut  Misfortune  ^  and  hastily  retiring,  she  closed  the 
wiikei<Hi  the  delivered  captives,  end  her  retreating  footsteps  soon  died  away. 

^  WeU  r  said  Uie  disguised  monarch  to  his  companion,  after  a  hasty  tight,  when  they 
wts*  fMfly  beyond  the  veaeh  of  parsnit,  "  that  was  an  adventure  worth  meeting  with  ;  by  the 
lairtls  of  the  holy  dromedary,  slie  Is  a  splendid  girl !  Her  name  is  Mrsfbrtune,  eh  I  Mashallah 
please  God,  we  will  diange  all  that  f  and  the  caliph  fell  to  cogitating  most  furioosly. 

The  fsllowiag  memhig,  the  astonishment  which  the  unaccountable  escape  of  the  prisoners 
bad  excited  in  the  harem  of  the  Khan  of  Farsistan  was  further  increased  by  an  imperial 
roomngr  reqairing  him  to  conduct  his  daughter  ITasa,  with  her  Ikvourite  Georgian  slave,  to 
the  Isot  of  the  throne.  The  mention  of  the  slave  occasioned  the  greatest  amasement,  not  only 
in  her  ewn  mind,  but  also  in  that  of  her  mistress,  when  she  could  disengage  her  thoughts  from 
the  aaagnifieent  visions  that  crowded  npon  her  imaghiatioa.  Commanded  ta  attend  a  private 
andienee  of  the  caliph !  She  thought  of  the  vacant  quarto-matrimonial  office,  and  her  step 
beoame  yet  mofe  queenly,  and  her  head  was  thrown  bacli  with  an  imperial  toss  which  showed 
the  kind  of  fancy-work  going  on  within  it.  Magnificently  attired,  her  features,  however, 
concealed  by  an  exquisitely  wrought  veil  of  Thibet,  which  yet  allowed  thegraoes  of  a  fine  but 
not  sufficiently  rounded  form  to  be  fully  displayed,  she  bowed  before  the  throne  of  the  master 
of  the  world.  At  a  little  distance  behind  knelt  the  Georgian,  adorned  not  more  richly  than  the 
evening  before,  yet  revealing  beneath  that  simple  dress  a  beauty  of  sh^>e,  feature,  and  eipres- 
lion  which  her  haughty  mistress  had  often  envied.  Besides  the  governor  and  the  vizier,  with 
a  guard  of  black  eunuchs,  none  else  was  present. 

"  Karim !"  said  the  monarch.  The  governor  bowed  to  the  earth.  "  Karim,  we  have 
beard  from  many  of  the  surpassing  beauty  and  worth  of  your  fair  daughter.  From  what  we 
bave  ourself  seen,  we  cannot  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  general  rumour.  We  have  also  not 
been  unmindful  of  your  great  services  to  the  house  of  Abbas,  and  we  have  decreed  to  repay 
them  by  an  alliance,  which,  we  hope,  will  bind  you  still  nearer  to  our  heart** 

The  governor  again  executed  a  prostration,  and  the  very  brain  of  the  princess  seemed  to 
Hhirl  with  the  giddiness  of  certain  bliss.     The  caliph  continued. 

"  Among  all  who  have  spoken  to  our  royal  ears  the  praises  of  the  uorivallod  Ilasa,  none 
bave  appeared  to  us  more  ardent  and  disinterested  than  our  faithful  vizier.  Disinterestedness 
flhould  be  rewarded ;  and  we  have  determined  to  unite  our  two  most  beloved  servants  yet 
closer  in  the  bond  of  affection,  by  bestowing,  with  her  consent  and  your  permission,  your 
lovely  daughter  on  our  excellent  minister ;  and  may  they  be  blessed  with  a  numerous  progeny, 
who  shall  unite  the  beauty  and  mildness  of  their  mother  to  the  judgment  and  trustworthiness 
of  the  sire.     What  says  the  fair  princess  ?** 

It  was  well  for  Ilasa,  at  this  moment,  that  her  veil  concealed  her  countenance,  otherwise 
the  lightning  glance  which  she  directed  toward  the  thunderstruck  vizier,  while  pronouncing 
bi  as  composed  a  tone  as  possible  the  usual  formula,  **  to  hear  is  to  obey,"  would  bave 
augured  anything  but  a  serene  honeymoon. 

The  caliph  then  turned  to  the  Georgian,  and  pronounced  in  a  clear  voice,  which  caused  the 
beart  of  the  timid  girl  to  quake,  "  Slave  !  thy  name  ?" 

"  Commander  of  the  Faithful,**  she  faltered,  **  they  call  me  Ayesha." 
I     **  Who  were  your  parents  ?'*  interrogated  the  monarch  in  the  same  tone. 

"  May  it  please  your  highness,  I  never  knew  them  ;  I  was  taken  captive  in  my  infancy.** 
**  Ahem  I  not  know  even  her  own  father  r  soliloquised  Almamoun,  apparently  not  .well 
pleased  at  the  reply.     **  That  will  never  do." 

"  Commander  of  the  Faithful,**  said  the  maiden  hurriedly,  as  if  surprised  at  her  own 
temerity,  '*  we  are  all  children  of  Adam.*' 

The  caliph  passed  his  hand  across  his  brow ;  a  new  light  seemed  to  break  upon  his  nund, 
end  his  resolution  was  formed. 

•*  Ayesha,**  he  said  mildly,  "look  up  !**     For  the  first  time  the  damsel  ventured  to  raise  her 
eyes  to  the  countenance  of  the  caliph,  and  there  fixed  them  with  a  doMVA£\i\«^u^^T«)%«\aiSU 
terrified  gaze^  that  called  a  mile  to  the  good-humoured  face  ol  l^hA  mouKr^    '^^a.N.  ^>«Btt.>«^ 
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dMDged  the  jewelled  tiara  which  encircled  and  ovenhadowed  hk  brow  for  the  simple  tviiMU  of 
Egypt,  Ughtniog^  is  not  more  rapid  than  the  blush  which  overspread  the  chctk  and  boiMB  of 
the  maiden ;  and  bowing  her  forehead  as  she  knelt,  even  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  sho  aior- 
mnred,  **  Pardon,  O  sire,  my  presamption !    How  conid  I  know——?*' 

Almamoun  descended  from  his  seat,  and  raising  the  trembling  Georgian  from  her  plaee^ 
he  took  her  hand  gently,  and  said,  *'  Ayesha !  you  oould  not  have  known ; — nor,  if  yon  had, 
eonid  you  have  acted  more  nobly.  You  gave  me,  as  you  thought,  my  life ;  I  can  only  repcj 
700  by  offering  you  a  fourth  of  my  heart ;  the  other  three  quarters,  I  regret  to  say,  are  already 
shared.  I  have  looked  for  beauty,  nobleness,  and  womanly  graces  in  the  high-bom  and  fiur« 
desceuded,  and  I  find  them  in  the  humble  and  ftitherless.  But  you  will  make  up  fbr  want  of 
pedigree  in  excess  of  love,  won't  you,  my  dear  ?**  What  the  lovely  Ayesha  answered  history 
does  not  state ;  but  it  is  on  record  that  the  nuptials  of  Almamoun  and  his  Greorgian  were  the 
most  magnificent  that  Bagdad  had  witnessed  since  the  days  of  Ahaschid ;  and  they  were  ren* 
dered  further  memorable  by  the  pardon  of  all  the  state  criminals,  and  the  release  of  the  loenst- 
aaten  province  from  half  its  annual  tribute,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  tho  new  calaphine. 
History  also  relates,  that  after  a  long  and  happy  reign  the  good  caliph  gave  up  the  ghost  in  his 
fkfourite  city  of  Balkh,  and  was  there  interred  in  a  magnificent  mausoleum,  bearing  the  foUow- 
faig  pithy  inscription : — 

**  Bxall  net,  O  aaal  ia  Ikjr  grealneif,  neither  h-aat  of  thy  long  line  of  mouldered  grandsire« ;  for  lo  t 
WB  ABS  ALL  CBitoaaw  or  AnAii." 


THE  END. 
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EDRIC,    THE    FORESTER. 


iNfhedayi  oTWIllhoitlMCOTMnwrartlMire  fived  a  TaUal  youth  atroog^  atta«lMd  to  hit 
ioterett.  ffi«  naae  wns  BdHc;  imhi— id  the  Forester.  He  haA  the  good  fortuoo  of  boiag 
irery  socceMftthr  arawwliioh  iadoeed  tlM^kiog  to  ndw  hioi  from  tho  itfllion  ho  held  in  hit  amy 
to  the  rank  of  gmrenri,  ami  gi«»  hi*  tho  oomuBd  of  a  rory  poworfiil  mmift  with  which  (ai- 
lifted  by  the  Weleh)  ho  morehed  to  hiroft  Sfaroorabory,  hi  order  to  attack  tho  troops  of  the 
Earis  Brient,  Ptaortwrao,  and  the  BaroD  PIfesrto ;  who,  with  nsaay  other  nohlei>en>  oontinuod 
stroogly  to  oppose  tho  Invasioa  of  WilNan. 

The  renown  of  Edric  the  Forester  spread  far  and  near ;  and  tho  success  he  had  hitherto 
met  with  excited  terror  and  alarm  In  the  bosoma  of  all  those  he  meant  to  oppose. 

No  sooner  did  the  news  reach  the  confederate  earls,  that  Edrio  was  advancing  with  a  very 
formidable  army  towards  Shrewsbury,  than  the  Baron  Fltzosric  hastened  to  his  castle  of  St 
Egbert,  to  see  that  it  was  in  a  state  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  enemy.  For  if  Shrewsbury. 
feH  hrto  thdr  hands,  aa  he  nmeh  feared  it  would,  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  the  army  would  pro- 
coed  immediately  to  St  Egbert's  castle,  and  its  magnificent  domain,  situate  on  the  banks  of  the 
8ev«rB,  ahovt  six  miles  distant  from  Shrewsbury.  He  dreaded  tho  victorious  arms  of  the 
TaBBae  Bdrie ;  bb  very  name  filled  his  breast  with  a-  terror  that  ho  could  no  way  account  for : 
his  tiesoB,  too,  giowod  with  an  uflcooquerable  hatred  toward  Edric ;  for,  in  the  many  skirmishes 
he^hed  been  in,  Sdric  alwaya  maintained  the  superiority  over  him,  and  he  could  not  bear  to 
boheM  so  young  a  chaopioa  arrive  at  the  summit  of  miUCary  excellence,  bearing  down  the 
sagacity  of  those  of  dooblo  his  age.  And  ho  begaa  to  think  it  most  prudent  to  endeavour  to 
make  his  peaoo  with  the  Cooquoror ;  apprehensive  that,  if  Edric  the  Forester  should  van- 
quish the-  Earls  Brient  and  FHsosboraa,  there  would  remain  nothing  to  prevent  his  immedi- 
ately marching  to  the  castle  of  St  Egbert,  and  perhaps  reducing  that  noble  edifice  to  a  pile  , 
of-rvkis. 

A  few  dayi^  then,  prior  te  Bdrie  the  Fbreoter's  detennination  of  givfaig  them  battle  at  Shrews- 
bory,  Fltsosiis  visitad  St  BgbertTs  oastlob  He  had  arrived  under  the  outer  wall,  which  es- 
tended  a  considerable  way,  when  his  horse  stumbled  and  threw  him.  His  servants  were  ap« 
prehoBslve  thai  he  had  rtceieed  some  injury  by  the  fall ;  therefore,  VOiiMg;  hfan  in  their  arms* 
tbsy  eoDveyed  Urn  tote  a  small  cottage  that  stood  by  the  wayside,  as  the  castle  was  at  too 
great  a  ittstanoe  for  thea  to  thhik  of  earrying  him  there  till  they  had  examhied  tho  extent  of 
his  hurt. 

As  soon  as  they  had  sees  hhn  safe  to  tho  oottags,  one  of  his  domestics  hurried  to  the  castle 
to  get  a  proper  oarrtege  to  rsmove  him,  leavuig  his  feHow-servants  to  attend  on  thdr  master. 

The  cottage  was  faihaUted  by  a  woomm  and  her  daughter,  who,  though  habited  in  simpte 
attire,  had  somethfaig  in  thab  behaviomr  that  evfaioed  they  had  seen  better  days.  They  showed 
every  attention  to  the  eoblemaa,  who  sooo  reoovosed  by  their  assistance,  and  gazed  alternately 
I  on  Ellen  and  Elgiva  (fer  asMh  were  their  names)  hi  speechless  admiration.  At  length,  Fitz« 
osrio  assuring  them  he  was  well,  espressed  his- obligations  for  their  generous  attentioo,  and 
then,  his  carriage  arrivfaig^  took  his  leaver 

Bllen  was  about  tUrty-sis  years  of  age:  she  possessed  a  ssost  engagfaig  countenance ;  her 
form  had  digntty  and  graee  equally  Uending;  her  voice  was  tender  and  harmoidously  per- 
suasive.     Elgivs,  her  daughter,  was  seventeen.     She  was  not  so  tall  as  EHen ;  but  \x^  xjbsm^ 
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diidaiiiiiig  to  be  confined  by  the  bandlet  the  wore :  her  eyes  were  a  lovely  blue,  and  m 
fcrene  mile  always  shone  on  her  countenance. 

When  Fitsosric  arrived  at  the  castle,  he  made  particular  inquiries  of  his  domestics  as  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cottage,  and  was  informed  that  they  had  lived  there  but  a  few  days ;  but 
who  they  were,  or  whence  they  came,  no  one  knew. 

**  I  shall  visit  the  cottage  in  the  morning,**  said  Lord  Fltzosric :  **  I  am  anxious  to  learn 
who  they  are  ^  for  their  maanerf  and  the  humble  way  in  which  they  live  bat  ill  eorraipond.** 

The  baron  soon  after  retired  to  rest ;  but  he  could  not  close  his  eyes  for  thinking  of  Ellen 
and  Elgiva.  And  when  a  temporary  slumber  overcame  him,  his  dreams  presented  to  bis 
wandering  imagination  the  lovely  cottagers,  and  he  started  from  bis  slumber.  His  mind  was 
so  filled  with  the  idea  of  them,  that  he  could  think  of  nothing  else ;  he  resolved  to  pay  them 
a  visit  the  next  day.  Early  the  next  morning  he  repaired  to  the  cottage,  whose  fair  inhabi- 
tants wore  an  air  of  reserve  at  his  entrance,  and  Fitzosfic  perceiving  that  his  visit  was  not 
welcome,  soon  took  his  leave,  but  short  as  it  was,  in  this  interview  the  heart  of  Fltzosric  yielded 
to  the  dictates  of  passion,  though  he  was  unable  to  aeknowledge  which  of  the  two  ladies  had 
most  captivated  him.  Ellen  was  certainly  amors  suitable  compsniont  as  he  was  turned  forty- 
three.  But  the  innocence  and  vivacity  of  Elgiva  eharmed  him,  and  his  wandering  heart 
knew  not  where  to  fix.  However,  as  'it  was  not  his  intention  to  marry,  be  returned  borne  to 
form  a  scheme  whereby  he  trusted  the  two  ladies  wouM  easily  fiUl  into  his  snares ;  and  then 
hastened  to  johi  his  forces  at  Shrewsbury,  expecting  every  hour  to  be  attacked  by  Edrie  the 
Forester. 


CHAPTER    It 

Thr  night  before  the  battle  of  Shrewsbury  was  dark  and  stormy.  The  rain  poured  down  fat 
torrents,  the  tempestuous  wind  bowled  through  the  trees,  the  awful  thunder  rolled  in  trewM*- 
dous  peals,  and  the  vivid  lightning  proclaimed  a  night  of  terror. 

Tlie  army  of  Edric  had  pitched  their  tents  near  the  town ;  but  Edric  was  anidons  t» 
behold  once  more  bis  beloved  Elgiva,  and  determining  to  take  advantage  of  the  shade  of  nig|it 
that  encompassed  every  object  with  more  than  usual  darkness,  ho  set  forward  to  see  her ;  and 
perhaps  bid  her  and  her  amiable  mother  adieu  for  ever  I  unknowing  what  might  be  the  ehano» 
of  the  morrow,  which  hi  all  probability  would  decide  the  contest  between  William  the  Con* 
queror  and  his  opposers.  He  had  found  out  for  them  the  humble  habitation  they  resided  in, 
and  had  escorted  them  a  few  nighu  before  to  that  place  (as  he  vainly  hoped)  of  safety ;  for 
their  former  dwelling  was  too  near  the  seat  o^  war,  and  since  tbdr  removal  had  been  redoosd 
to  ashes  by  the  enemy. 

Accordinffly  he  quitted  his  tent,  and  set  out,  unmindfol  of  the  bowling  tempest  or  the  be«U 
ing  rain.  His  only  fear  was,  that,  as  he  liad  seen  the  place  but  once,  he  shonld  he  oiable  to 
discover  it,  as  the  night  wore  a  garb  of  nnuiual  darkness,  eaeept  when  the  lightniBg  flaibed 
upon  the  sarrouading  objects. 

Edric's  heart  beat  with  eager  solicitude  for  the  fete  of  the  fefar  E%iva  and  her  aotber, 
for  he  knew  that  the  castle  of  Fitsosric  would  be  besieged  if  the  Conqueror's  army  dKaSned 
the  victory  on  the  monow,  as  who  had  been  the  principal  in  Instigating  tlie  other  lords  to. 
^pose  William,  was  the  first  for  them  to  level  their  vengeance  at. 

Only  apprehensive  for  Elviga,  he  defied  the  warring  elements,  and  dared  to  pass  near  the 
guard  of  FItsosric*s  army,  whose  soldiers  lay  sunk  hi  sleep.  Illumined  only  by  the  forked  ligfau 
niog  which  led  him  through  the  otherwise  impenetrable  darkness,  he  passed  forward,  till  a  flash 
more  vivid  than  the  rest  pointed  out  to  hbn  the  humble  dwelling  of  the  lovely  cottagers. 

JeyfuUy  was  he  received  by  them,  but  their  interview  was  necessarily  short,  for  Edrio 
was  obliged  to  return  to  the  camp,  to  prepare  for  the  contest  of  the  ensnfaig  day.  Yet  a  secret  | 
in-itff  swelled  bis  full  heart  with  the  idea  that  they  might  never  meet  again ;  that  ill  fete  might 
intervene  to  cross  his  withes.  Elgiva  saw  his  depression ;  and,  to  raise  his  drooping  spirits,  she 
exerted  bcr  own,  urging  him  to  prepare  for  the  approach  of  the  ensuing  day  with  that  conrage 
»he  had  alwa}*  scvn  him  exert,  and  concluded  with  sayfaig,  ^  My  Edtic,  strive  to  be  bappy^ 
itod  /he  for  toe/* 
» >-.-i— «— -.^racing  them,  he  prcYitlsed  ttftl  ^WV&n  \VTt%  daij^  iC  hn  sonlvt^  b*  ypM 
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to  remove  Ibem  to  a  oiore  suitable  habitation ;  far,  he  hoped,  from  the  tumult  of  war ; 
and  then  eagerly  pursued  his  way  back. 

Ellen  and  her  daughter  could  not  prevail  on  themselves  to  retire  to  rest  after  the  departure 
of  their  beloved  Edric,  but  continued  during  the  ni^ht  fervently  offering  up  their  prayers  to 
heaven  for  his  preservation. 

The  day  of  the  battle  had  nearly  closed,  and  the  "sun  was  just  setting  in  beauteous  majesty, 
as  if  unconscious  of  the  horrors  that  were  passing ;  EUcn  and  Elgiva  were  watching  with  ad- 
miration and  anxiety  its  career,  as  it  sunk  behind  tl^^ills,  when  they  were  suddenly  alarmed 
by  the  appearance  of  Lord  Fitsosric  and  a  train  of  his  attendants,  pursued  by  a  party  of 
soldiers,  from  whom  they  were  endeavouring  to  escape. 

The  baron  leaped  from  his  horse  and  rushed  into  the  cottage,  followed  by  three  servants ; 
and,  in  a  tone  of  dismay,  softened  by  a  wish  to  serve  the  inhabitants,  thus  to  their  astonish- 
ment exclaimed :— - 

"  Shrewsbury  is  taken !  all  is  lost !  the  victorious  army  pursue  us  and  sweep  down  all 
before  them !  fly  to  the  castle,  there  vou  shall  be  protected ;  every  danger  threatens  you  if  you 
remain  here  T  

**  1  fear  no  danger,  my  lord  T  replied  Ellen  ;  '*  our  poverty  will  be  our  security.'* 

**  Trust  not  to  that,"  replied  the  baron,  **  but  believe  me  your  friend ;  apprehensive  for 
your  safety,  I  only  wish  to  place  you  beyond  the  reach  of  danger." 

A  servant  now  entered  with  every  appearance  of  alarm  portrayed  on  his  features,  exclaim- 
ing, **  Fly  !  fly  1  my  lord ;  we  are  closely  pursued ;  a  fresh  party  advances ;  they  set  fire  to  every 
bouse  they  come  to,  nor  will  they  spare  even  this  humble  cottage.  They  are  without  a  leader, 
there  are  only  the  soldiers  flushed  with  success.** 

*'  Oh !  my  beloved  Rdric !"  cried  Elgiva,  in  a  voice  of  unutterable  distress,  **  where  are 
you  ?**  and  fell  senseless  on  the  ground. 

Ellen  was  nearly  frantic  at  the  sight ;  and  in  this  situation  some  of  the  attendants  lifted  up 
Elgiva  in  their  arms,  and  carried  her  in  her  swoon  towafd  the  castle ;  others  seized  Ellen  and 
forced  her  away.  Fitzosric  and  the  remainder  of  his  party  continued  fighting  with  the  soldiers, 
and  retreating  till  they  reached  the  gates  of  St  Eg]bert*s  castle,  which  stood  open  to  receive 
him,  and,  after  their  entrance,  closed  with  a  heavy  noise. 

They  conveyed  Ellen  and  Elgiva  through  several  apartments,  till  they  reached  one  on  fhe 
•teond  landing,  where  Elgiva,  when  she  recovered,  found  herself  with  her  mother,  surrounded 
by  the  Baron  Fitzosric  and  his  party,  who,  after  receiving  their  thanks,  withdrew. 

As  soon  as  they  were  alone,  Ellen  said,  **  My  dear  child,  I  could  have  spared  the  kindness 
of  the  Baron  Fitzosric,  for  I  hod  no  fear ;  but  while  we  remain  under  his  protection,  which  I 
tniit  will  not  be  long,  we  must  not  seem  unthankful.**! 

^  Alas  r*  replied  Elgiva,  weeping ;  **  prophetic  were  the  apprehensions  of  our  dear  Edrfc ; 
where  now  will  he  seek  us  ?  he  will  never  imagine  that  we  are  within  the  walls  of  St  Egbert's 
eaatle,  under  the  protection  of  his  enemy !— Fitzosric  was  ever  the  foe  of  Edric  T* 

**  We  mnist  be  cautious  and  silent,**  said  Ellen,  **  and  not  discover  who  we  are ;  yon  know 
the  reasona  that  oblige  me  to  adhere  to  that  inviolable  secreey  that  has  limited  your  father 
and  myself  to  obscurity ;  but  the  time,  I  trust,  will  arrive  when  secrecy  will  be  no  longer  ne« 
cessary  -,  besides,  our  more  immediate  safety  demands  it  now.  Fitsoarie  has  been  three  timet 
defeated  by  Edric ;  and  I  should  dread  If  he  knew  we  were  the  friends  of  Edric,  lest,  cherishing 
an  enmity  in  his  breast  towards  the  valiant  youth  he  could  not  conquer,  he  makes  us  suffer 
the  revenge  he  would  take  on  him  !** 

Meantime  Fitsosric  treated  them  with  every  mark  of  attention  and  respect.  So  gentle, 
so  courteous  was  his  conduct  towards  them,  that  Ellen  and  her  daughter  chid  themselves  for 
suffering  suspicion  in  their  minds  towards  one  who  seemed  so  generous  and  amiable. 

From  the  moment  the  baron  saw  the  ladies  he  had  resolved  to  withdraw  himself  from  the 
confederate  armies ;  and,  as  soon  as  Shrewsbury  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Conqueror, 
wrote  his  suhmiftsion*  to  the  Norman  yoke,  and  abandoned  his  friends,  the  Earis  Brient  and 
Fitzosbornr,  in  their  greatest  distress,  who,  deserted  by  their  powerfbl  ally,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Edric  the  Forester,  execrating  the  treacberqus  conduct  of  Fitzosric,  who  had  been  the 
ittstisrator  of  all  they  had  done. 

Fitzosric  had,  hi  reality,  hired  lome  tddiers  to  Kem  lo  ^UTVQL<b\!&iS9MS&  veA  wnvKsX^  ^^^ 
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-dUtely  after  Um  deiau  of  Slir«w4^r]r»  merely  to  eoB»pMt)iit  design  io  rtaiMrt  EUeaMMJ  fllfllim- 
.  to  the  cttsile.  His  heart,  wavering  before,  oow  declared  the  oiigM*  of  bio-  pwterooco  to  ktt- 
xElg^iu  Utr  youfck  and  ionooiwce  chttroed  hiia  ;  aod  Moro  4haa  thett*  he  hod  ovctbeaMl  Iwr 
edll  on  the  naiae  of  li«iirM:»  aad  doubted  not  but  that  ho  wot  tenderly  beloved ;  aa  of^p&rtmmHf 
now  offered  of  revenge  on  the  man  he  hated.  With  what  transport  did  be  now  pursue  tbft 
vdieloies  of  bU  ioul>  and  esult  la  the  disoppointiiient  be  knew  Kdric  wouid  sufier  when  he 
cQttld  sot  discover  where  tbey  were  gone. 

Thus  pooaed  away  a  week,  the  boron  centinttiaf  te  treat  tbe»  vkb  great  respect,  hiirnMO 
•ftvfaLo£  giving  the»  abuie.  EUee,  impatient  ta  qoU  the  eoatle,  frequeatly  e»presaed4hiii 
•desire ;  but  still  Fitzosric  had  some  pUusible  exenae  to  ofier  m  opposition.  For  a  etaaufe  «f 
«pp«relt  he  preaented  them  with  some  very  elegant  clothes,  which  hs  said  belonged  to  a  siiter 
of  hia,  who  bed  Utely  been  there  on  a  visit,  but  waa  now  in  London ;  and  re^ncited  tbegr 
would  make  use  of  them  while  they  remained  there  ;  and  he  hoped  a  few  daya  wenkl  emUe 
tbem  to  depart  in  safety* 

One  day,  afUr  the  prinoipal  mea.,  Fitcearic  sat  late.  The  maid  waa  eaUed  that  attended 
them,  and  they  bade  him  good  night ;  but  when  they  had  proceeded  half  way  along  the  ^ellfey 
leading  to  the  apartment,  the  ea»]  aant  hia  faTourite  servant,  Ethelwald,  te  say  be  wished  to 
•peak  to  EIgiva»     Sh#  immediately  returned,  to  know  his  pleasure,  and  Ethelwald  retired. 

She  entreated  to  know  the  reaaoa  of  bis  wishing  her  to  return.  **  Elgiva,**  sakl  FltnsiM^ 
*'  I  wish  to  speak  a  few  vrevda  te  you  akme.  Yon  cannot  be  ignorant,  my  sweet  girl,  of  the 
—eendttocy  which  your  beauty  baa  gained  over  my  heart !  my  eyea  have  often  expreaaed  the 
language  of  love,  and  declared  what  pames  in  the  bosom  of  Fitioaric !  till  now  I  have  net  bed 
an  opportunity  of  revealing  to  you  the  ardent  pasaion  that  consumes  me !  deign,  lovely  Eigiee». 
to  ncoept  the  truest  love  that  ever  existed  in  a  human  breast  I  conaent  te  be  the  wife  of  Fits. 
eerie,  lord  of  theie  extensive  domains ;  imd  let  me  gladden  the  hearts  ef  my  people  by  givinir 
them  a  lady  of  your  worth  and  beauty  !" 

Elgiva  leaked  aatooiahed  at  thiadeelaratioo — her  mother's  oft-repeated  words,  thai  ahe* 
feered  hia  kindnem  waa  not  the  eflbota  of  disinterested  genereaity,  struck  upon  her  mind  ;  nod: 
e  secret  dread,  unfelt*  unknown  before,  made  her  ezperfence  every  uneaay  aeneatie%nnd.pi»> 
vented  her  replying. 

<*  Speak.  Elgiva  1'*  said  FItzoarie,  **or  may  I  interpret  your  silence  in  my  fevour?" 

**  My  lord,"  replfed  Elgiva,  **  I  have  not  the  vanity  to  imagine  yon  are  aerioue;  and  if  i 
thougbt  you  werc^  I  have  not  the  ambition  to  aapire  to  such  an  honoor  I  i  am  meet  truly 
gieleful  for  the  Cavourt  my  mother  and  I  have  received,  but  the  intended  hooonr  K  mnst 
dMttne.** 

**  Perhaps,  Elgiva,**  sakl  he,  pressing  her  hand  with  fervour  to  hia  lips,  **  perhape  your  bemrt- 
is  nhendy  bestowed  oo  aeoae  asort  fevoured  lover,  and  for  him  FiUoaric  is  rejeeted !    There 
in  distract  ton  Ui  the  thooght,  Elgiva,  which  I  want  worda  to  express  1  tortnie  me  not  with  tfee 
thougbt !  yes,  if  another  poeseeiea  your  affeotione,  I  ahall  be  nsiserable  indeed  !** 

Elgiva  waa  silent     She  remembered  her  beloved  Ediie,  uncertein  whether  he  lieed  or 

hed  fellen  in  battle,  and  sighed  at  the  dreadful  Uea  that  she  might  sec  him  no  mere.     Whir. 

theee  melaneholy  thee^hu  floated  in  her  mind,  which  conaed  the  tears  te  tteaable  In  her  eye% 

ihe  wea  alarmed  by  heaniv  *  meledioua  and  heavenly  voice  aay  tfaeae  worda: 

••  lUmeai^ee  Wv  y«n  aft  kaf«^  »i 
WWa  tnt  1  waa  ynvr  bnde, 
To«r  lv99  •kMM  cMircr  Jlmw  • 
F9t  Jaa«  sli0  «)ut  your  pride  !* 

PHnossfc  Started  I  hie  countenance  changed  from  the  snimsf  ed  glow  ef  healtti  and  leve  te 
%A>ediy  palenin  ;  he  dropped  Elgiva'^  hand ;  he  treoabled ;  wad  pnttn«  hia  hwd  ini 
-  on  hia  sword,  leeked  wihtty  rennd  aa  if  in  search  of  the 

*  What  Is  the  matter,  my  hndr  said  Elgiva,  perceivii^  hie 
**  Tim  voice!  the  voice  !*  exelaimedhew  unbisiint  te  whom  he  repKed,  and  kept 
«on  a  distant  part  of  the  reesn* 

ivawas  greatly  terftfled  at  his  masmer,  bdieving  him  disordered  in  feas  JntcHccti, 
of  fove  to  henalf  had  given  her  much  displeasnre,  bisnded  with 
stnguUr  behavMNur  increased  it,  and  she  thooght  it  ait 
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CHAPTER    III. 

<*  Good  Heaven  T*  exclaimed  Elgiva,  as  she  entered  her  mother^s  apartment,  **  the  Baron  Flti- 
OBic  is  surely  deranged.  Ah  1  my  dear  mother,  your  words  were  indeed  prophetio— 4lie 
dvOities  we  receive  from  his  lordship  are  not  disinterested ;  the  sooner  we  quH  this  pUee  tbe 
better !" 

'*  Then  are  my  suspicions  confirmed,**  said  Ellen.  "  Though  I  dreaded  to  wound  you  with 
my  fears,  I  have  heen  miserable  ever  since  we  entered  St  Egbert's  castle ;  my  heavy  honrt 
denoted  our  being  hurried  from  the  peaceful  cottage  was  not  merely  the  effect  of  accident  or 
the  wish  to  serve  us  ;  it  was  premeditated ;  and  we,  destitute  of  the  power  of  defence,  UHi 
easDy  into  Fitzosric*s  detested  snares ;  but  the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  good  Edgar  can  bear 
misfortunes  with  fortitude,  and  continue  virtuous  ;**  then  addressing  the  attendant  maid,  the 
added,  "  Agatha,  though  you  are  one  of  Lord  Fitzosric'«  servants,  I  would  not  confound  the 
innocent  with  the  guilty.** 

'*  Madam,*'  replied  Agatha,  "  I  would  wish  to  serve  you  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities  ;  bat 
my  lord's  commands  must  be  obeyed :  I  have  lived  thirteen  years  and  a  half  in  the  castle,  aikb 
tbe  baron  is  net  to  be  trifled  with.    But,  my  lady,  oh  I  dear  soul,  she  was  a  good  lady  indeed; 
I  may  almost  say,  an  angel  upon  earth :  never,  never,  can  I  meet  her  equal;  never,  while  I 
live»  shall  I  forget  the  amiable,  the  mysterious  Lady  Jane.** 

** Mysterious  Lady  Jane!**  exclaimed  Elgiva,  recollecting  the  stanza  she  heard  in  tbe 
chamber  with  the  baron,  and  forgetting  her  own  and  mother's  situation.  **  Tell  me,  I  conjure 
you,**  continued  she,  "  of  the  mysterious  Lady  Jane,  for  I  am  strangely  interested.  Wbiie 
with  the  baron,  a  sweet  voice  stole  plaintively  on  my  eac^  and  each  word  made  an  impression^ 
on  my  heart  which  I  shall  never  forget ;  mentioning  the  name  of  Jane. — What  could  it  mean?** 

Agatha  shook  her  head,  as  if  she  was  acquainted  with  something  which  she  did  not  wish  to 
reveal,  and  said  she  would  take  some  future  opportunity  of  speaking  of  her  late  lady»  and 
was  about  to  leave  the  room. 

**  Rack  me  not  with  suspense,**  said  Elgiva,  taking  her  hand  and  detaining  her,  **  but  bave 
pity  on  me,  and  ease  the  solicitude  of  my  aching  heart,  and  tell  me  now.** 

Ellen  experienced  extreme  surprise  on  hearing  her  daughter  so  earnest  about  what,  in  their 
present  circumstances,  she  deemed  a  trifle,  and  entreated  Agatha  to  gratify  her  daughter^ 
curiosity.  The  attendant  complied,  first  securing  the  door  for  fear  of  intrusion,  and  predaag 
ber  recital  with  observing,  that  she  so  much  loved  her  dear  lady,  that  she  always  felt  happy 
vhile  speakin"^  of  her,  though  she  had  been  long,  long  dead. 

**  It  is  now  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years  ago  since  I  first  entered  the  service  of  tbe 
Baron  Fitzosric  as  waiting- woman  to  Lady  Fitzosric ;  she  was  a  very  beautiful  and  accom- 
plished lady ;  never  in  my  life  did  I  meet  with  one  so  truly  good-natured*  so  amiable,  and 
friendly,  as  Lady  Jane,  as  she  was  usually  called* 

"  All  her  domestics  loved  her  as  well  as  1  did,  but  the  baron  always  behaved  very  sullenly 
to  ber  (at  least  all  the  time  that  I  lived  with  her),  and  his  unkindness  caused  her  many  teara. 
Before  her  marriage  with  the  baron  she  had  been  married  to  the  Earl  of  Wallingford,  tbe 
former  owner  of  this  castle,  by  whom  she  had  one  son. 

**  The  Earl  of  Wallingford  and  our  present  baron  were  friends  from  infancy*  and  loved  oaoh 
other  more  than  brothers,  if  possible ;  be  often  stayed  some  months  at  this  castle  when  bo  came 
to  this  part  of  the  country  to  enjoy  tbe  company  of  his  Inend,  for  it  soema  they  had 
companions  in  the  wars,  and  bad  been  victorious  fellow  soldiers  together ;  and  when  it 
jeported  that  the  Danes  had  invaded  this  land,  about  twenty-oae  years  ago.  Lord  WaUingford 
and  the  baron  collected  their  forces,  and,  under  the  command  of  the  valiant  Eari  of  Devoiv 
joined  to  oppose  them. 

'*  Unfortunately  the  earl  fell  (as  it  was  toppoted  in  a  sudden  attack,  fur  there  was  no  set 
i>attle),  by  an  arrow,  which  pierced  through  bis  body;  bat,  'alasl  bis  death  was  certainly 
intended,  for  at  the  time  the  fatal  arrow  was  shot,  tbe  earl  was  atablMd  W  ^^^  \k^sdft.^«tc^  ^^ 
dagger,  which  was  foood  by  some  one  who  preserved  \1. 
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"  The  Baron  Fltzotric  was  the  first,  it  seems,  to  b^ng  Lady  Jane  the  mournful  intelligence ; 
and  being  her  husband's  roost  esteemed  friend,  he  used  all  his  abtlities  to  soften  the  grief  and 
distress  which  he  saw  Lady  Jane  experience  for  her  irreparable  loss.  I  have  often  heard  her, 
in  the  distress  her  heart  daily  endured,  say  what  a  generous  friend  she  had  believed  Baron 
Fltzosric  to  be. 

**  However,  time  moved  on,  and  Lord  Wallingford  had  been  dead  several  months.  The  kind 
attention  of  the  baron  increased  Lady  Jane's  esteem  for  him,  as  she  perceived  the  extreme 
attention  he  paid  to  her  and  her  son,  the  pains  he  took  with  all  her  tenants  and  domestica, 
and  his  assiduities  to  allcTiate  the  sorrows  that  dwelt  at  her  heart.  Time,  in  part,  chased 
away  some  of  her  grief,  though  she  always  remembered  Lord  Wallingford  with  the  tenderett 
affections ;  yet,  at  the  expiration  of  a  twelvemonth.  Lady  Jane  was  so  much  pressed  by  her 
friends  to  marry  again,  that  to  oblige  them  she  suffered  them  to  prevail  in  behalf  of  Baron 
Fltzosric.  From  the  sorrow  I  have  seen  Lady  Jane  feel  for  Lord  Wallingford,  I  do  not 
imagine  she  would  ever  have  married  again,  had  not  her  friends  so  strongly  persuaded  her. 

**  For  the  first  three  months  of  their  marriage  the  baron  treated  Lady  Jane  with  apparent 
affection ;  but  soon  after  she  perceived  a  very  great  alteration  in  his  manner.  He  often  treated 
lier  harshly,  and  gave  way  to  such  sudden  starts  of  passion,  so  widely  different  from  the  tender 
disposition  of  Lord  Wallingford,  that,  too  late,  she  perceived  the  error  into  which  she  had 
fldkn.  About  two  years  after  her  marriage  she  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  her  son,  which 
almost  broke  her  heart,  and  by  this  means  the  Baron  Fitzosric  became  sole  lord  of  the  vast 
domains  of  Lord  Wallingford.  Lady  Jane's  grief  for  her  beloved  child  may  be  conceived ;  after 
this  period  a  visible  alteration  took  place  in  the  conduct  of  the  Baron.  The  desire  of  novelty 
in  his  affections  excluded  I.ady  Jane  from  holding  any  place  in  his  heart ;  and,  while  he 
bestowed  his  love  on  others,  my  poor  lady  was  treated  with  insult  and  ill  >  humour. 

'*  Several  years  passed  away  in  this  manner,  and  at  length  he  fixed  his  regard  on  a  young 
village  maid,  named  Birtha,  and  stole  her  from  her  Ikther^  house.  The  men  employed  in  so 
doing  brought  her  to  the  castle;  and  Lady  Jane,  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  as  she  was  looking 
out  at  the  window,  saw  the  unfortunate  Birtha  conveyed  into  the  castle.  This  affair  happened 
when  I  had  lived  about  a  year  with  her  ladyship.  After  this  occurrence,  Lady  Jane  was  never 
truly  happy ;  she  had  made  many  discoveries,  that  hung  heavy  on  her  mind,  though  she 
forbore  to  complain ;  the  death  of  the  worthy  Lord  Wallingford,  the  loss  of  her  son,  and  her 
unhappy  second  marriage,  were  causes  sufficient  to  distress  a  feeling  heart ;  another  soon 
occurred  which  I  was  witness  toj' 

**  One  summer's  evening  Lady  Jane  proposed  a  wa.k.  I  was  the  only  person  that  attended 
her ;  and  she  directed  her  steps  towards  the  wood,  on  the  right  of  St  Egbert's  Castle.  It  was 
Bear  dusk,  and  I  entreated  she  would  return,  as  the  place  was  very  solitary. 

"'Agatha,'  she  replied,  'this  solitary  situation  is  in  unison  with  my  hapless  thoughts,  but 
I  will  inform  you  why  I  walk  here  at  this  hour.  Last  night  1  dreamed  that  Lord  Wallingford 
came  to  me,  pale,  and  vHth  the  arrow  in  his  side ;  to  my  amazement,  he  said,  "  Oh  I  my  beloved 
Jane,  I  fell  not  by  the  chance  of  war,  but  by  the  hand  of  my  treacherous  friend  :  by  him,  too, 
you  are  deprived  of  our  beloved  child ;  and  he  will  attempt  your  own  life,  if  you  are  not 
cautious.  Yei»  Jane,  the  murderer  of  your  Wallingford  was  Fltzosric  ! — your  son  is  not  dead  ; 
—let  your  bosom  cherish  the  cheering  rays  of  hope,  for  you  will  see  him  again  ;  and  if  }'ou 
wish  to  be  convinced,  walk  in  the  wood  this  night,  about  half  an  hour  after  sunset,  and  you 
will  then  believe  the  truth  I  now  reveal"  The  shadow  then  vanished  into  air,  and  I  awoke. 
Terror  shook  every  limb ;  Fitzosric  was  in  a  profound  sleep  by  my  side ;  I  looked  on  his 
handsome  countenance,  sleeping  in  all  the  apparent  ease  of  innocence,  and  said,  mentally,  "  Is 
it  possible  he  could  l>e  guilty  of  murdering  his  friend !  Unkindly  as  he  has  treated  me— 
wretched  as  he  has  made  me— I  would  not  for  the  world  he  should  have  that  guilt  on  his 
louir 

*' '  The  idea  of  the  vision  chased  sleep  from  my  eyes.  I  impatiently  awaited  the  boor  of 
rising.  Fltzosric,  this  day,  has  l)een  more  kind  to  me  than  usual ;  but  such  horror  has  pos- 
aessed  my  heart  through  this  dreadful  dream,  that  I  tremble  at  his  touch,  and  shrink  from  it 
at  from  tiie  touch  of  a  murderer  I  My  soul  is  terrified  at  the  sight  of  him.  My  indisposition, 
which  is  the  efl^  of  long-eontinoed  sorrow  and  oppressive  mdancholy,  seemingly  has  awakened 
Mi^MiMJoB,    Ah$  I  too  lat^  be  wearies  me  with  inquiries  of  my  compiabt  !»Ah !  Agatha* 
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fliy  oonplaint  it  deeply  rooted  in  my  afflicted  heart,  to  which  peace  can  never  he  restored.  I 
liave  heen  impatient  tUl  the  approach  of  tuntet ;  and  thi«  ii  the  came,  Agatha,  that  brings  me 
here.' 

•*  I  was  much  surprised,  at  you  may  tuppoie,  and  entreated  her  not  to  venture  farther  Into 
the  wood,  for  fear  of  any  accident ;  and,  though  I  was  greatly  terrified,  I  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade Lady  Jane  it  was  only  an  idle  dream. 

•*  Lady  Jane  looked  round  her  every  way,  as  if  greatly  ditappohited,  tighed  heavily,  and 
taid»  '  Well,  it  may  be  an  idle  dream ;  but  it  has  tortured  my  heart  all  the  day;  and  I  am 
certain  the  impretiion  it  has  made  on  my  mind  can  never  be  erated.  However,  I  will  be 
directed  by  you.  Lead  me  to  the  cattle,  for  I  tee  no  one  here  that  wfli  give  me  the  expected 
information.' 

"  She  leaned  on  my  arm ;  the  trembled  violently,  and  wept  to  tUence. 

**  We  had  not  proceeded  fiur  on  our  return,  when  a  ruttllog  among  the  trees  alarmed  me ; 
and  tomhig  round  to  tee  from  whence  the  lound  came,  observed  a  man  advancing  towardt  ut. 
My  heart  wat  agitated  by  fear ;  but  Lady  Jane  was  far  otherwite.  She  looked  undaunted* 
aod,  with  ardent  anxiety  in  her  countenance,  atked  who  he  wat? 

" '  Be  not  alarmed.  Lady  Jane,*  taid  the  ttranger,  *  I  have  a  few  words  for  your  private  ear, 
if  yon  will  honour  me  with  the  hearing.' 

**  A  man  with  a  long  white  beard  now  came  forward ;  he  was  wrapped  up  in  a  long  cloak,  ' 
which  completely  covered  him,  all  but  hit  beard — for  hit  face  wat  not  ditoemible. 

** '  For  Heaven's  sake !  who  are  you  ?'  exclaimed  Lady  Jane ;  '  what  is  your  business 
with  me?* 

**  To  ^Meh  the  stranger  replied :— '  I  am  well  known  to  you ;  but  having  something  parti- 
cular to  comaiuoicate,  have  assumed  this  disguise,  as  at  present  I  must  remain  concealed.  I 
have  endeavoured  to,gain  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you  for  several  montlis  past,  and  now 
I  dread  to  wound  you  with  what  I  have  to  disclose.' 

'* '  Proceed,'  said  Lady  Jane,  seeing  he  hesitated,  '  and  do  not  heed  my  servant.* 

"  *  When,  some  time  since,  an  alarm  was  spread  that  the  Danes  were  landed,  and  were 
marching  towards  Ashdon,'  replied  the  stranq^r,  '  the  noblet  instantly  collected  their  forces 
and  proceeded  to  that  place,  in  order  to  repel  the  invaders ;  but  it  was  only  some  evil-minded 
people  had  created  a  report  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Edward,  sumamed  the  Confes^r,  and 
the  country  by  fancied  evils.  However,  it  wat  very  near  coming  to  serious  consequences, 
as  they  began  to  attack  one  another.  Many  arrows  were  discharged  before  the  tumult 
could  be  subsided.  I  was  within  two  of  Lord  Wallingford.  The  arrow  which  pierced  the 
heart  of  that  worthy  man  came  from  an  hired  assassin,  who  aimed  it  fatally  at  his  lordship. 
At  the  same  time  I  saw  the  Baron  Fitzosric  put  his  hand  on  Wallingford's  back,  and  he 
soon  after  fell  from  his  horse. 

**  *  The  party  rushed  forward,  and  did  not  heed  Lord  Wallingford ;  but  I,  who  saw  there 
was  some  treachery  in  the  affair,  stooped,  and  kneeling  down  by  Lord  Wallingford,  whoso 
breath  had  forsaken  his  body,  saw  a  dagger  plunged  to  the  very  hilt  in  liis  back.  I  drew 
it  forth,  and  was  shocked  to  see  the  instrument,  as  I  knew  who  was  its  owner. 

'* '  Ever  since  that  fatal  hour  I*  have  treasured  up  that  daggeri  often  designing  to  give  it 
you,  but  being  fearful  of  afflicting  you,  when  you  knew  that  the  Baron  Fitxosric  was  the 
murderer.  Here  is  the  dagger !  you  will  recollect  it  was  usually  worn  by  Lord  Wallingford's 
friend.' 

"  Lndy  Jane  took  the  dagger,  and,  looking  steadfastly  on  it,  with  horror  exclaimed, — '  It 
was  indeed  the  dagger  of  Fitxosricl  Am  I  then  really  wedded  to  his  murderer?'— and  fell 
toto  my  arms,  bereft  of  every  sense. 

**  We  exerted  our  efforts  to  recover  her,  and  with  difficulty  succeeded.  She  secured  the 
dagger  from  all  eyes,  and  slowly  walked  between  the  stranger  and  myself,  supporting  her  to 
the  extremity  of  the  wood. 

"  Lady  Jane  was  deeply  affected ;  3ret,  before  she  reached  the*  end  of  the  avenue  of  trees, 
she  asked  hew  he  came  to  seek  her  in  that  place  ? — To  which  the  stranger  replied  :— 
'  This  morning  I  dreamed  a  very  singular  dreanu  1  thought  Lord  WalUngford  came  to  me, 
and  said,  <*  Give  the  dagger  you  look  from  my  body  to  Lady  Jane — let  her  know  she  is  married 
to  the  villain  who  robbed  her  WalUngibrd  of  life  1  At  soo-iei  ^ou  ^V\  ittMX\«t^^du^'«^i^N 
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iall  not  to  attend  her  at  that  hoar  !'* — and  then  disappeared.  1  bare  oitett  bad  ftoowBMMA 
of  the  like  nature  during  the  course  of  the  last  sis  moatL»»  and  have  often  aeea  Lord  Wdk* 
lingford  in  my  dreams, — but  never  to  desire  it  so  positively  as  this  morning.  I  now  detennia(ri 
to  obey  the  command,  and  succeeded  in  meeting  you.  My  own  wisbes»  even  from  the  ■aawnt 
of  Lord  Wollingford's  death,  prompted  me  to  reveal  the  vf\uAe  to  you.  My  soul  was  thoelied 
when  I  heard  you  were  married  to  the  baron ;  and  then  I  resolved  to  be  for  ever  silent.  Umt  I 
wight  not  afflict  your  future  peace ;  nor  should  I  ever  bavo  revealed  it.,  but  by  tbo  soloma 
eommand  of  Lord  Wallingfbrd.'  The  mysterious  stranger  ibea  darted  aoikisi  tbe  thiekeal  «C 
the  trees. 

**  We  hastened  home.  Lady  Jane  scarcely  spoke  a  word  all  the  way»  so  entirely  went  her 
thoughts  absorbed  in  the  stranger's  confirmation  of  the  vision  of  Lord  Wollingford.  For  myself 
I  was  thunderstruck  at  the  idea  of  the  baron's  guilt,  but  my  suffering  lady  entreated  Me  not 
to  mention  what  had  happened,  and  I  kept  the  promise  1  gave  till  this  hour. 

'*  Lady  Jane,  soon  after  this  terrible  event,  grew  extremely  dejeeled ;  she  endeavoured  to 
shun  the  baron,  whom,  though  ho  treated  her  with  more  apparent  kindneai,  she  really  bebeki 
with  sensations  of  horror. 

"  Lady  Jane  soon  lost  a  relish  for  all  company  and  every  kind  of  amuaeraent.  The  only 
thing  that  gave  her  any  satisfaction  was  to  sit  and  ponder  over  her  misfortunes^  She  seldoni 
entered  into  conversation,  and  seemed  to  have  a  great  weight  of  something  labouring  in  her 
mind — often  uttered  strange  incoherent  words ;  repeating,—*  Poor  Birtba  r  *  Poor  Jaae  !* 
Her  conduct  was  now  very  mysterious.  I  often  missed  her  for  several  hours  together,  and 
have  searched  every  part  of  the  castle  I  dared  venture  Into  to  find  her — sometimes  without 
effect.  I  feared  her  misfortunes  would  turn  her  brain ;  for  whatever  she  thought,  she  retained 
in  her  own  bosom ;  and  if  I  ever  asked,  as  often  I  did,  for  1  truly  loved  her,  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  cause  of  her  griefs,  all  her  answer  was — *  I  am  greatly  troubled,  ^gatha!— you  know 
enough — seek  to  know  no  more !' 

"  Three  months  after  our  meeting  the  stranger  in  the  wood,  Lady  Jane  died  suddenly,  and 
was  buried  by  the  baron^s  strange  desire  in  one  of  the  apartments  of  the  castle,  no  one  knew 
exactly  where ;  and  the  baron  was  so  cruel  to  me,  that  he  would  not  suffer  me  to  take  Care* 
well  of  her  much  lamented  clay ;  and  although  we  all  begged  permission  to  attend  our  dear 
lady  to  the  grave,  he  positively  denied  us. 

"  Ever  since  then  tbe  disturbed  spirit  of  Lady  Jane  walks  in  the  north  gallery  aad  thtt 
chambers  leading  therefrom.  Sometimes  we  hear  her  sweet  voice  sing  so  mourofuily,  com- 
plaining to  Lord  Fitzosric.  Four  or  five  months  pass  away,  and  she  is  silent ;  then  again  abo 
appears  and  sings  so  plaintively;  and  I  have  particularly  taken  notice  that  somethii^ 
remarkable  happens  after  the  appearance  of  Lady  Jane,  as  if  she  came  on  purpose  to  waim 
some  one  of  evil.  Perhaps  her  spirit  is  concerned  for  your  being  here,  and  wishes  to  save  ywt 
from  the  designs  of  the  baron.  Lord  bless  you,  ladies,  I  have  heard  the  words  so  often 
repeated  that  I  can  say  them  by  heart.    Her  song  is  usually 


*  BeneBiber  how  jvm  oft  h»Te  aworn. 
When  first  I  wm  your  bridr, 
Tour  love  should  Derer  kimw  •  change, 
Foi  irnno  she  wa»  your  pri4e,' 

'*  The  same,"*  sa^'d  Eigiva.    *<  Merciful  heaven,  how  astonishing  la  this  {  Poor  Lady  Jane 
Yes,  these  are  the  very  words  I  heard  spoken,  which  so  much  alarmed  me.*' 

'*  Yes,"  replied  Agatha,  "  and  there  are  other  astonishing  things  in  St  Egbert's  castle ;  but 
I  am  afraid  of  terrifying  you.*' 

*'  Our  terrors  cannot  be  augmented,  Agatha,*'  said  Ellen,  "  for  tbe  baron  is  my  oiUj 
terror." 

*'  Why  then,  madam,  I  will  tell  you,'*  said  Agatha.  "  A  Danish  nobleman  of  very  high 
rank  had  the  misfortune  of  being  taken  prisoner  in  the  time  of  the  great  Alfred,  many  years 
ago  ;  he  wus  brought  to  this  custle,  and  strongly  confined  by  Lord  Sefrid,  uncle  by  the  mother^ 
side  to  t)ie  late  Lord  Wallingford*s  grandfather ;  and  in  those  dreadful  chambers,  after  be  had 
been  a  long  time  in  confinement,  be  was  murdered  ;  no  one  could  tell  why,  or  by  whom ;  bat 
many  believed  be  killed  himselC  However,  there  bis  body  was  found,  and  his  spirit  has  coo- 
thMied  to  haunt  the  chambers  in  the  north  wing  of  the  castle  in  particular,  so  much  so.  that 
^Hf  ao0  dsnd  to  enter  them,  or  use  then  -,  atKh  a  terror  has  the  spectre  of  the  haanted 
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thi»hfr  filled everylxidy  witli,  that  I  do  not  thkik  there  bany  doe  fat  the  castle  aC  preieiit^ 
eaotpt  Etbelvald,  who  would  vaaturo  faito  the  north  gallery  eMier  by  n!j^lit  or  by  tiay. 

**  When  Lord  Amnlph,  son  to  Lard  Sefrid,  came  to  the  estates,  he  wonkl  ftdn  have  treated 
tlliir  Uatm  as  a  kfaid  of  ronantic  anperstHion,  for  he  would  never  believe  in  aoythmg  of  the 
lilod ;  bat  his  people  were  aiways  complainiD;,  and  at  length  prevailed  on  hhn  to  have  the 
-fpirit  laid  in  those  chaaibtrs,  uid  the  north  «Hng  of  the  castle  has  never  since  been  used  on 
any  account.  He  was  also  prevailed  on  by  the  clergy  to  have  the  doors  strongly  ftistened  up» 
«nd  the  keys  put  away  or  Juried,  nobody  knows  where,  lest  any  one  should  be  tempted  to 
«pen  them  through  curiosity ;  and  the  mystery  of  the  haunted  chamber  still  remahis  unknown 
•to  this  day. 

^'Bot,  alas  !  madam,  ft  is  not  the  Danish  lord,  but  Lady  Jane,  that  haunts  the  castle,  and 

tnereases  the  mystery  ef  tlMt  horrid  place ;  and  sometimes  I  have  heard  her  sing  with  a 

heavy  sigh^- 

*  Fly ,  to  avoii*  the  Him  mt  Jmm,*— 

as  if  to  forewarn  people  of  approaching  danger,  f  often  think,  and  I  cannot  drive  the  thought 
from  my  mind,  that  Lady  Jane  did  not  die  fairly,  or  why  does  her  spMt  wander  so  moumfidly 
•boot,  cautioning  people  to  avoid  the  fate  of  Jane  ?  I  never  shall  Ibrget  the  day  of  her  deaths 
if  I  were  to  live  for  ever.  I  saw  her,  and  helped  her  to  dress  in  the  morning  as  usual ;  about 
neen  I  missed  her,  and  the  baron  came  home ;  be  continued  in  the  drawhig-room  till  late  at 
light,  and  nobody  was  adnutted  into  the  room  but  Ethel wald.  At  tfie  usual  hour  of  Lady 
Ine's  goiog  to  bed,  I  inquired  if  she  was  ready  for  me  to  attend  her ;  I  was  answered,  no.  I 
theoght  I  heard  my  kidy's  voice  speak  louder  tlian  usual,  but  did  not  dare  go  till  I  was  or- 
fkied.  About  midnight  1  met  the  baron  going  to  his  apartment ;  I  asked  if  my  lady  was 
mady  for  mo  to  attend  her?  He  answered,  surlily,  *  My  laiEly  wanted  no  more  of  my  assist- 
aaoe.*  I  begged  him.to  say  what  he  meant,  as  I  always  attended  Lady  Jane  to  her  chamber 
at  night.  '  Agatha,*  said  he,  *  you  will  never  more  see  your  lady ;  about  an  hour  ago  she  sud^ 
denly  expired.'  He  then  hurried  into  his  room  and  shut  the  door,  leaving  me  sinking  «dth 
astonishment  and  grief.  I  have  before  said  that  the  boron  refused  my  seerag  her,  or  attending 
bar  to  the  grave.  My  thoughts  on  this  singular  occasion  I  cannot  describe.  Ah,  ladies !  i\» 
baron  has  a  great  deal  to  answer  for.** 

•'  So  I  believe,**  replied  Elgiva,  clasping  her  apUfted  hands ;  "and  Heaven  in  its  mercy  lead 
us  safely  out  of  his  power." 

EUen  was  so  overcome  by  what  she  had  heard  Agatha  relate,  that  she  could  scarce  articu- 
late a  reply.  Their  situation  seemed  to  her  more  dreadful  than  ever,  and  every  tormenting 
thought  took  possession  of  her  mind.  Agatha  soon  after  bade  them  adieu  for  the  night,  leav- 
ing EUen  and  Elgiva  racked  with  horrible  conjectures. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

A  SLEEPLESS  night  was  passed  by  Ellen  and  her  daughter.  They  framed  several  plans  to 
escape  from  the  castle  of  St  Egbert,  which  were  rejected  as  soon  as  formed,  and  they  were 
unable  to  come  to  any  conclusion ;  for  Elgiva  had  observed  that  the  outer  door  was  strongly 
guarded,  and  men  in  the  habit  of  soldiers  were  placed  there  by  Lord  Fitzosric  to  intercept 
their  flight,  if -they  should  attempt  it.  She  doubted  not  but  that  the  man,  of  whom  she  had 
heard  such  deeds  related,  would  not  be  scrupulous  in  his  conduct  towards  them,  if  his  evil 
genius  inspired  him  with  bad  thoughts. 

Now  was  the  time  when  they  wanted  the  powerful  arm  of  Edric  the  Forester,  or  her  father, 
'Edgar  Rosenberg ;  but,  alas !  they  neither  of  them  knew  that  Ellen  and  Elgiva  were  inclosed 
vnthin  the  castle  of  St  Egbert,  or  those  dear  objects  would  soon  have  been  released  by  them 
from  the  oppressive  power  of  Fitzosric. 

Leaving  them  absorbed  in  the  gloomy  ideas  the  uncertainty  of  their  destiny  was  calculated 
to  inspire,  let  us  give  some  account  of  Edric  and  Edgar. 

Edgar  Rosenberg,  the  husband  of  Ellen  and  father  of  Elgiva,  a  man  of  great  understanding* 
though  in  but  an  humble  sphere  of  life,  had  been  called  from  his  peaceful  situatioij^  in  the 
forest  of  Ellesmcre,  to  London,   to  accept  of  a  very  beneficial  svtMalvtni  ^xA«t  ^'^^twawcX* 
"William,  soon  after  he  became  Conqueror,  having  heaTd  tnucYi  «^\Rii'\xi\it\i^%fe  ^^^\«««i«^ 
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and  integrity  of  Rosenberg  by  Lord  SomervHIe,  on  whoM  minor  of  EUesmere  Edgar  aiid 
his  family  rasided ;  who,  recommending  bim  ai  a  man  of  rare  talents,  and  well  calculatfad  to 
bold  a  situation  of  trost,  the  king  immediately  placed  him  in  a  very  advantageous  post. 

As  affairs  were  not  yet  settled,  and  the  turbulence  of  the  times  made  people  afraid  of 
trusting  one  another,  a  secret  of  importance  to  the  mutual  happiness  of  Edgar  and  his  wife, 
induced  him  to  think  it  prudent  to  let  his  amiable  Ellen  and  her  daughter  remain  in  their 
own  habitation  till  a  proper  place  could  be  fixed  on  for  their  future  abode.  His  merit  bad 
been  often  obscured  by  the  secret  which  compelled  them  to  live  in  a  very  retired  manner, 
and  prevented  him  from  exercising  those  talents  which  would  have  been  an  ornament  to  any 
times,  and  more  particularly  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  therefore  was  obliged  to  con- 
tent himself  with  seeing  them  about  once  a  month,  till  happier  times  would  convey  bis  loved 
Ellen  and  Elgiva  to  a  situation  where  peace  and  happiness  should  unite  to  welcome  them. 
In  tho&e  times,  when  England  was  torn  by  inward  commotions,  he  thought  it  best  for  them 
to  live  in  retirement,  unvexed  with  the  calamities  that  desolated  the  country. 

The  advancement  of  Edgar  paved  the  way  for  those  honours  which  soon  after  fell  to  the 
share  of  his  adopted  son  £dri<S  of  whom  he  was  very  fond ;  he  often  named  him  with  ecstasy 
to  his  friends,  and  extolled  his  merits.  He  requested  him  to  come  to  London,  which  sommons 
he  immediately  obeyed,  and  Lord  Somerville  accompanied  bim. 

Though  brought  up  with  Edg^r  as  a  forester,  yet  Edric  had  always  an  ambition  for  a 
military  life.  William  had  often  heard  Lord  Somerrile  speak  highly  in  praise  of  Edric ;  he 
sought  to  conciliate  his  friendship ;  and  when  they  arrived  in  town  Lord  Somerville  intro- 
duced him  to  the  king,  who  took  a  great  liking  to  him,  and  made  him  a  captain  in  the  army. 

Edric,  who,  in  obedience  to  the  fancy  of  the  king,  was  called  Edric  the  Forester,  soon 
after  the  honour  conferred  on  him,  waited  on  his  father,  as  he  usually  called  Rosenberg,  for 
he  had  found  in  him  the  affections  of  a  parent ;  each  was  overjoyed  at  the  sight  of  the  other; 
Edgar  congratulated  Edric  on  his  success,  and  seemed  to  anticipate  the  rising  glories  of  the 
youthful  hero. 

Edric  was  ordered  to  join  the  army  in  a  few  days,  during  which  time  Rosenberg  and  Edric 
hurried  to  EUesmere,  for  him  to  bid  adieu  to  his  supposed  mother  and  sister,  for  whom 
Edi^ar  perceived  his  adopted  son  had  an  extreme  affection.  He  now  thought  it  necessary  to 
undeceive  Edric,  and  let  him  know  he  was  not  his  son,  a  circumstance  which  neither  Edric 
nor  Eigfva  were  acquainted  with  till  now. 

Let  us  pass  over  the  effect  of  this  declaration  till  a  future  opportunity,  observing  only  that 
Edric  obtained  permission  to  pay  his  suit  to  Elgiva,  whom  he  had  long  loved,  but  dreaded  to 
indulge  his  affection,  believing  her  his  sister ;  but  this  declaration  made  him  truly  happy. 
and  he  joined  his  soldiers  with  a  degree  of  happiness  he  never  before  experienced,  deteroiin* 
ing  to  exert  all  his  abilities  to  render  himself  worthy  the  daughter  of  his  friend. 

Three  or  four  l>attle8  were  fought,  in  all  which  Edric  gave  such  proofs  of  his  courage,  and 
acquitted  himself  so  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  king,  that  he  soon  after  honoured  H^«« 
with  the  command  of  a  powerful  army,  with  which  he  marched  to  oppose  his  enemies,  the 
barons,  who,  though  obliged  to  submit  to  the  Conqueror,  still  at  times  would  revolt  and  set 
the  nation  in  new  disturbances,  destroying  many  of  its  inhabitants. 

Edric  had  often  defeated  the  barons,  and  hoped  to  restore  peace  to  his  beloved  country ; 
but  while  the  ardent  wish  expanded  in  his  bosom,  another  disturbance  broke  out,  headed  by 
the  confederate  Earls  Fitzosbomcand  Brient,  and  the  Baron  Fitzosric,  who, '  assembling  aO 
their  tenants  and  vassals,  formed  a  large  force. 

Edric,  who  had  been  so  repeatedly  victorious   was  sept  to  oppose  them  witn  a  numerous 
army ;  but  the  earls  had  been  so  expeditious  in  collecting  their  troops  that  Edric  experienced 
great  alarm  when  he  learned  that  the  rebel  army  were  within  a  few  days*  march  of  EUesmere 
the  residence  of  his  beloved  Elgiva* 

Rosenberg  himself  was  far  absent ;  he  could  give  no  assistance  to  his  wife  and  daughter,  and 
Edric  pressed  forward  with  all  imaginable  speed,  in  order  to  remove  them  from  the  threatened 
danger ;  and,  when  within  a  few  miles  of  Shrewsbury,  the  army  under  his  command  halted 
at  an  advantageous  situation,  awaiting  to  give  the  enemy  battle. 

Edric,  anxious  for  the  removal  of  Ellen  and  Elgiva,  no  sooner  had  chosen  his  ground  than, 
eoaSdiag  in  the  /riendship  of  a  trusty  captain,  informed  him  that  he  must  be  absent  a  feir 
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imtf^  in  order  to  mto  the  wiflb  and  dSuigliUr  of  hii  friend  and  protoetor,  Roeenbergv  from 
fijling  into  the  handi  of  the  enem j. 

Time  would  not  adoUl  of  delay.  Sdrie  changed  part  of  hit  habit ;  and.  diifitiaed  in  a 
long  cIoak»  attended  bj  an  aedstant,  thej  mounted  their  fleet  hortes  and  rather  flew  than  rode  to 
the  habitation  of  Ellen  Rosenberg,  who  was  overjoyed  to  behold  him  arrive  to  preserve  her  at  a 
time  when  she  had  nearly  given  henelf  op  for  lost.  There  was  no  time  for  words.  Ho 
ordered  his  attendant  to  carry  a  large  trunk,  which  he  knew  contained  many  valuables,  apd 
put  it  in  a  place  of  safety;  then  mounting  Ellen  on  thn  horse,  and  taking  Eigivaron  his 
own,  he  bade  them  be  under  no  apprehension,  for  he  wouki  not  leave  them  till  he  had 
aecured  them  a  safe  retreat. 

Avoiding  the  road  to  Shrewsbury,  near  which  4>laoe  lay  the  confederate  army,  he  turned 
avuiy  towards  Bretheren,  though  he  was  fearful  he  should  not  be  able  to  cross  the  river. 
JHarte  would  not  permit  them  to  make  a  choice  of  a  situation,  and  no  habitation  offered,  which 
drove  them  nearly  to  despair ;  till  arriving  under  the  walU  of  the  castle  of  St  Egbert,  which 
in  his  hurry  at  that  time  he  did  not  recollect,  he  observed  a  mean  cottage.  Unable  to  pro- 
ceed further  on  account  of  his  return  to  the  army  he  al^^bted,  and  lifting  the  latch,  entered 
4he  humble  dwelling,  where  he  found  a  poor  old  woman  alone. 

**  Good  mother,"  exclaimed  Edric,  **  can  you  receive  my  mother  and  sister  under  your  roof 
a  few  days— a  fortnight  at  most  ?  I  bring  them  from  the  seat  of  war,  to  preserve  their  lives. 
Let  me  have  your  answer." 

**  Alas  1  sir,**  said  the  old  woman,  **  my  cottage  is  very  small ;  I  have  not  room  for  two-» 
but  one  can  stay  with  me  if  you  please,  and  one  can  go  and  be  with  my  daughtei— she  lives 
hard  by.**   • 

**  Oh  f '  said  Edric,  **  my  mother  and  sister  will  die  at  the  bare  idea  of  a  separatmn.  Here, 
take  this  purse,  it  contains  forty  pieces  of  gold,  divide  it  with  your  daughter,  and  resign  your 
cottage  to  those  so  dear  to  me.  I  only  ask  it  for  one  fortnight ;  everything  of  yours  shall 
be  kept  in  safety,  and  your  future  reward  shall  be  considerable,  if  you  oblige  me." 

The  sight  of  the  purse  made  the  old  woman  immediately  determioe,  and  she  complied 
with  Edric's  wish,  who,  overjoyed  that  he  had  found  some  place  to  shelter  them  from  the 
impending  danger,  ran  to  lead  them  into  the  house.  The.  old  woman  welcomed  them  with 
Ipneat  civility  ;  but  Ellen,  who  had  surveyed  the  dark  lofty  towers  of  St  Egbert's  castle  with 
aensatioas  of  melancholy  awe,  no  sooner  entered  the  cottage  than  she  inquired  the  name  of 
the  castle,  and  to  whom  it  belonged. 

"  The  castle  is  called  St  Egbert's  castle,*'  replied  the  old  woman ;  '*  and  Hs  owner  is  the 
Baron  Fitzusric,  who  is  now  at  the  wars ;  and  he  owns  all  the  lands  round  about." 

Edric  and  Ellen  looked  at  one  another  almost  petrified  and  unable  to  articulate  a  syllable. 
Sensations  of  a  peculiar  nature  filled  his  bosom  at  the  mention  of  the  castle's  belonging  to 
Fitzosric,  that  was  the  foe  he  had  wished  to  avoid,  yet  now  he  had  brought  the  two  persons 
most  dear  to  him  on  earth  so  near  his  habitation.  Ellen  shuddered  and  strove  to  conceal 
emotions  that  agitated  her  breast  from  the  anxious  and  penetrating  eye  of  Elgiva,  who  ob- 
aerved  that  her  mother  and  Edric  were  alarmed  at  the  mention  of  his  name,  but  was  silent  in 
the  presence  of  the  old  woman.  Ellen  first  recovering  from  her  embarrassment,  requested 
the  old  woman  would  endeavour  to  procure  them  some  refreshment ;  who  said  she  must  go 
and  see  what  her  daughter  had,  for  her  house  was  a  very  poor  one,  and  then  went  her  way. 

Edric  then  said,  "  I  am  mute  with  astonishment  to  think  that  the  man  of  all  others  I 
would  wish  to  avoid  is  the  owner  of  this  place,  which  malicious  fortune  has  conducted  us  to. 
Our  residence  at  Ellesmere  has  been  very  retired,  but  it  amazes  me  to  think  that  I  never 
lieard  of  his  being  the  owner  of  this  place,  nor  that  his  estates  lay  hereabout.  However,  the 
time  will  not  permit  a  further  removal.  You,  my  dear  friends,  are  necessitated  to  remain 
here  till  the  next  battle  is  decided ;  when,  if  it  please  God  I  survive,  your  safety  shall  be 
my  first  care.  Be  secret ! — let  no  one  know  who  you  are  ;  mention  to  no  one  that  you  ore 
allied  to  Rosenberg,  and  above  all,  avoid  saying  you  know  anything  of  me.  I  know  the 
hatred  Fitzosric  bears  me,  and  how  greatly  he  would  rejoice  if  he  could  give  me  pain ;  per- 
haps he  might  make  you  suffer  to  revenge  himself  upon  me.** 

*'  No  one  shall  know  who  we  are,"  said  Ellen*  "  I  see  the  dangers  to  which  we  should  bo 
Mposed  if  he  suspects  we  are  your  friends.    1  will  neither  sij^eak  cC  ws  V>ft9^«B^^  ^^sst  ^<(s^  >i^ 
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army  ;  heaven,  in  iU  mercy,  will  be  yonr  (pimrd  and  ours.* 

Mb^iBiirlf  MB^PiMi  ^i^6^n'WC^^ ity i  iiwii iiiiln  than  'to  «lMt  IVo»M—m  ^«h»  li  tiie 
^pmilrn  #f  <lwiiQMMr,  ba4t  tiiii*faw»dl  t  Ibr  Eigtoa  iw  ■luitw i  ^  Iria  IhmI,  Md^ 
alf  bad  wf Ih  Ngni  at  partiaf  «Mi  h&r  Im  aioai. 

BIflva  lighed  at  he  «MrMdirom  Mr,  and  «Mi  difltoaHy  g»p|n  miid  Hm  tftartiatp  iaar. 
ISdrle  BMNMited  bis  bona,  aad  wae  antof  alfbe  in  aa  lntt«al,aa  aaBiaaf  waa  ba  to  ragaiB  tbe 
•nay,  fearfoi  of  Iba  eoeny^  adyaartnyfeefage  ha  waianMd'to  bead  bk  forooi. 

Afvaeii,  however,  olapeod,  aad  tha  eaoagrdid  not  approaob,  a eiroaaMtanoa tbat  wmA 
furpriied  them  (though  it  allowed  Edric  an  opportunity  of  gabig  to  4be  ^vMagetooiair 
filliD  and  Elgiva^voretai*).  ThaettHpoeedoeMeeeoonToachedtbqa  byadeeettarlrMPthe 
aonfederata  anay,  wbioh  waa  that,  eantrmry  to  ovary  oaa's  aapaetatbo,  tbo  Banrn  FitaaMi& 
had  hiotad  hia  tetantiao  to  withdraw  hiaiaelf  fraai  tha  aooMaraeyt  aaiigwly  ibr  a  taaaoB  tbat 
ba  aoknowladgad  WiUiaai  Ibr  bla  kiag. 

Thia  eoadootipiiaatiy  diatraaaad  aad  aaabarraaaad  tba  Earit  Wtaoihofne  aad  Brieat,  wha 
bad  been  entirely  iaatifitad  by  the  baron  to  act  ai  thay  bad  done.  Tfaab*  army,  by  hit  4aaar* 
tion  would  be  eonaiderably  wealcaaed.  Hawever,  as  they  were  driven  to  eztrciaEtica»  tbcf 
datarmined  «a  give  RdHe,  the  Foroater,  battle,  and  atarebad  to  Sbrowabux^,  when  tb^  Iband 
FKsoarie  raadf  fMr  the  ooaet.  Tbey  fallowed  if  what  tiicy  bad  haaad  aoaoaraing-bis  deasrtbig 
tbelr  cause  was  a  truth,  but  he  positively  denied  ever  having  gives  aaab  «a  idea  a  aMOMBCV 
thought. 

A  deaperttte  battle  waa  aow  ouMpeaaod,  but  in  the  OMdst  oT  this  edamitjr  Vftaaorie 
treacherously  abandoned  his  (Hends  to  their  fate,  and  the  victory  was  in  iavour  of  Edrie,'lM' 
he  took  the  team  <of  Bbtawabary  and  tba  two  torda  priaonara,  with  many  powaifal  aebles,  and> 
the  raat  of  their  anay  waa  oamplaCaly  foatad. 


CHAPTER    V. 

Kdric*s  first  object  after  the  victory  was  decided,  aad  they  bad  reated  from  the  tttigam  thef 
had  undergone,  was  to  fly  to  relieve  the  anxiety  be  knew  EUen  would  esperience  wUle  bb 
fate  remained  doubtftil,  and  elated  with  the  idea  of  the  bappinesa  Elgiva  would  ImI  when 
ahe  saw  him  alive  and  escaped  every  danger. 

Flattered  with  these  food  and  delusive  thoughts,  he  hastened  towards  tha  eoltaga.  But 
what  words  can  coQY^y  his  astonishment  and  horror,  when  he  arrived  there  aad  fooad  no 
KUen— ao  Elgiva  ?  The  old  woman  was  there^  but  siie  could  give  ao  maoaar  of  inibroiation 
what  was  become  of  them,  as  she  on  her  return  one  day  fbaad  the  place  deserted,  the  door 
open,  and  no  one  could  tell  what  was  become  of  them. 

Fraatie  with  the  dreadful  intelligence,  and  not  knowing  how  to  act  or  which  way  to  take, 
he  began  to  fancy  that  in  all  probability  Ellea  had  found  her  retreat  aras  not  secure,  aad 
vainly  inMigined  that  she  and  her  daughter,  apprehensive  of  approaching  danger,  bad  taken 
the  opportunity  of  flying  to  London,  to  put  herself  under  the  protection  of  her  husband. 

To  LondoB  he  basteaed,  ealy  to  sseet  a  disappointmeBt  that  overwhelBwd  him  with 
despair,  aad  to  make  the  worthy  Rosenberg  partake  of  the  bitter  cop  of  afBietiaa ;  and  what 
added  to  the  troubled  bosom  of  Edgar  was,  that  the  situation  of  affdrs  was  so  drcuaistanoed 
as  to  pravaot  him  aiaking  the  neeesiary  search  himseUl  Edric  declared  he  would  exert  his 
utnaost  ellbrta  to  discover  where  they  were ;  but  be  could  not  be  iparod  from  the  army  for  any 
length  of  time.  However,  be  hoped  that  the  victory  of  SbrewsiMwy  would  allow  them  ooom 
short  time  before  any  new  disturbance  presented  itself;  and  be  prooJsed  to  lose  ao  tiaM  fa 
endeavoaring  to  discover  tiie  dear  fugitives,  amuriag  his  friend  tbat  be  waald  sead  daBy  de- 
spatches to  let  him  know  of  his  success. 

Rosenberg's  heart  sank  with  drsad  whaa  hdbnaad  that  Ellea  and  Elgiva  had  qaittad  the 
retircmeat  Edric  had  prevMed  for  them— an  iisdeaeribable  fear  robbed  him  oT  every  hapo  of 
happiness  and  peace ;  but  his  dear  Edrio  had  prasslsed  to  seek  them  wherever  they  bad  eaa^ 
coaled  themselves.     He  kaew  Ellen^  virtue  and  alfoetioo,  and  foadly  flattered  biaMif  Ae  had 
Wfinmted  Urom  motiiaa  af  pradanaa,  aad  aaxiouily  awaited  the  anival  af  aoaw  ■aaamigtr  to 
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brng hia the bappy iotftUigenoe of  tbiirhaaUh  and  «fiity;  aad thiia boptt Uped uiiomo 
DMasure  to  chase  away  dtspondsMO. 

Ecbic,  anzioua  to  diicovcr  what  was  beooiM  of  his  lovod  Slghrm,  hastily  pnnoed  hit 
jowneyt  eagerly  inquiring  at  every  plaoe  he  passed  if  they  had  seen  persons  aaswering  the 
descriptioDs  he  gave.  Successless  were  all  hia  e0brts;  and,  almost  broken-hearted  for  their 
loss»  he  repaired  to  his  army  at  Shrewsbury.  Grief  now  obtained  full  power  over  the  afflicted 
Edric,  though  a  youthful  conqueror,  decked  with  all  the  spoils  of  victory,  the  smiles  of  his 
sovereign,  and  the  affections  of  the  people.  Amidst  the  fisTOors  that  fortune  profusely 
showered  on  him,  hit  heart  was  a  prey  to  griel^  and  the  oppression  of  aniiety  and  thought 
■under  which  he  laboured  was  too  visible  for  any  one  to  pau  it  over  unobserved* 

After  staying  near  three  weeks  at  Shrewsbury,  during  which  time  he  reoeived  a  visit  from 
Ihedtseonsolate  Rosenberg,  and  his  solicitude  inoreasiog,  he  one  evening  determined  to  go 
again  to  the  cottage,  and  inquire  of  the  old  woman  If  she  had  heard  aoything  of  the  two 
persons  he  sought.  He  reached  that  place  in  safety ;  but  the  answer  was  what  he  expected 
and  dreaded-i-oo ;  and  the  distracted  Edric  was  compelled  to  return  without  gaining  the  least 
ssctts&ciory  intelUgence. 

As  he  was  entering  a  thicket  of  trees  bordering  the  road  side,  his  thoughts  absorbed  ia 
melancholy  recollections,  he  was  8u<ibienly  roused  from  thought  by  hearing  some  one  say,  in  a 
low  voice,  **  'Tis  he."  Turning  sharply  round,  he  found  five  or  six  men  close  behind  him. 
His  single  arm  would  have  been  of  little  serviee  had  he  known  their  intention.  As  it  was,  h0 
could  not  help  himseli^  for  they  threw  a  large  cloak  over  him,  and  soon  made  him  their 
prisoner. 

In  vain  he  asked  what  was  the  reason  of  their  violence,  they  would  return  no  answer* 
Foroed  to  submit  to  the  power  of  numbers,  he  was  conveyed  he  knew  not  whither ;  one  of  his 
■capioTB  remarking  that  they  had  got  the  fighting  £dric  at  last.  Edric,  muffled  up  and  almost 
stifled,  knew  not  where  they  were  carrying  him ;  but  in  about  half  an  hour  he  heard  a  door 
unlock,  and  presently  found  they  were  ascendiog  with  him. 

Another  door  was  then  opened,  through  which  they  conveyed  him.  Then  setting  him 
down  and  taking  off  the  cloak,  he  discovered  himself  to  be  in  a  kind  of  prison,  for  he  perceived 
the  windows  were  strongly  barred,  and  the  furniture  in  the  room  confirmed  the  idea.  He 
looked  round  with  surprise  and  disdain,  then  asked  for  what  reason  he  was  brought  there  ? 

**  To  keep  you  from  doing  further  mischief^'*  said  one  of  his  conductors  insolently. 

**  Mischief !"  exclaimed  Edric,  "  that  seems  to  be  the  province  of  those  who  commanded 
me  to  be  brought  hither.    By  whose  orders  am  I  deprived  of  my  liberty  ?" 

*'  That,**  was  the  reply,  "  we  choose  not  to  tell  you ;  yon  will  meet  with  your  deserts,  I 
dare  answer  for  that.  I  have  thus  far  to  inform  you — you  will  be  detained  here  a  prisoner 
for  some  time,  so  you  may  as  well  endeavour  to  reconcile  yourself  to  your  fide — the  being  dis- 
satisfied will  not  mend  matters.*' 

They  then  abruptly  left  him,  and  secured  the  door.  Meantime,  let  us  return  to  Ellen  and 
Elgiva  at  the  Castle  of  St  Egbert. 

So  entirely  were  their  bosoms  filled  with  detestation  towards  Fitzosric,  that  they  determined 
to  avoid  him  as  much  as  was  in  their  power ;  and  when  he  requested  their  company  next  day 
to  dinner,  they  complained  of  indiapoMtion,  and  ae»urcd  permission  to  dine  in  the  apartment 
allotted  for  them. 

Fitzosric  complied,  for  his  heart  was  ill  at  ease — the  well  known  voice  of  Lady  Jane  nad 
struck  him  with  dread,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  see  either  Ellen  or  Elgiva  till  his  troubled 
spirits  had  acquired  their  usual  calm,  or  at  least  till  he  could  conquer  his  feelings  by  a  dis- 
sembled composure. 

The  next  day  he  hunted.  The  following,  numerous  friends  assembled  to  dine  with  him — 
they  drank  freely,  and  it  was  late  before  they  parted.  EUgiva  had  heard  of  the  festivities 
making,  and  hoped,  during  the  hilarity,  to  obtain  an  opportunity  of  quitting  the  castle. 
Leaving,  therefore,  her  mother  making  preparations  for  their  departure,  if  she  should  succeed, 
she  ventured  down  stairs  to  see  if  there  was  a  possibility  of  escaping.'  Unluckily,  while  she 
was  in  the  hall,  the  company  broke  up,  and  descended  hastily,  followed  by  the  baron,  who 
escorted  his  friends  to  the  gate  of  the  castle. 

Elgiva's  heart  received  a  serero  check  in  this  Irustratioa  of  her  yschI  «iA£&a(.\fii^Ri^  vb^^^^ 
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oooki  not  lopprew  the  tasn  thtt  swelM  her  oYerdMigiad  boioiii.  Faarftil  ibe  ooold  »ot  pait 
up  the  great  itairs  without  being  seen  by  Pitzofrio,  and  anxaoua  to  regain  her  chanber,  tkm 
slept  behind  a  oofarain  which  led  to  another  part  of  the  oastle,  hoping  to  be  unaeen.  Fram 
this  hall  there  was  a  iniall  itatrcate  which  she  asoended,  flattering- heraelf  it  wonld  lead  to  her 
chamber.  As  she  reached  the  top  of  the  staircase,  her  terror  and  disappointment  inoreased. 
It  led  her  into  a  gallery — she  looked  round,  and  uistead  of  behoidtaig  the  illuminated  gallery 
leading  to  the  apartments  usually  occupied  by  Fitiosric  and  his  fiuaily,  was  surprised  to  find 
only  one  solitary  Ump,  suspended  by  a  long  iron  chain  from  the  middle  of  a  laige  gothie  gaU 
lery,  giving  a  ihint  light  hi  the  midst  of  so  large  and  dark  a  place,  while  the  siirroiiadii^ 
objects  were  enveloped  m  a  deep  gloom.  Between  the  arches,  which  supported  a  noble  eeiMng, 
were  many  pictures,  though  the  faint  light  aUowed  her  only  to  view  the  nearest*  She  walked 
up  and  down  the  gallery  to  search  for  a  way  out,  but  eoold  not  pereeive  any ;  then  kMUif 
round  her  with  astonishment,  she  exclaimed,  **  Good  Heaven  I  where  am  I?" 

"  In  the  north  gallery,  near  the  door  of  the  haunted  chamber,"  replied  a  voice,  which 
petrified  her  with  terror  and  amasement,  and  to  save  herself  from  falling,  she  rested  her  araa 
agakst  the  column  of  a  gothie  arch,  under  which  stood  a  whole-length  portrait  of  a  beantlfiil 
young  lady  and  richly  dressed. 

Elgiva's  terror  at  a  reply  made  when  she  saw  no  creature  near  her,  almost  overcame  her, 
and  prevented  her  observing  the  picture  till  she  recovered  from  her  fright.  Then  fixing  her 
eyes  on  it,  as  the  first  object  after  her  senses  returned,  she  fancied  it  moved ;  but,  to  her  grant 
surprise,  saw  the  exact  representation  of  the  picture  walk  sbwly  across  the  gallery.  Asto* 
nishment  tied  her  tongue,  and  rivctted  her  to  the  spot ;  bqt  that  astonishment  increased  wl 
turning  her  eyes  towards  the  picture,  she  perceived  it  still  remained  the  same. 

"  What  mystery  is  thisV*  said  she.  *<  Could  my  eyes  deceive  me?— Surely  I  saw  the 
picture  move^but  here  it  remains.    What  can  it  be  ?'* 

*<  Lady  Jane,"  replied  a  voice,  uttering  the  name  with  a  heavy  sigh.     Elgiva,  deprived  of 
the  power  of  speech,  looked  fearfully  round,  totally  unable  to  move  from  the  spot    The  sigh 
was  repeated;   long  and  dreadfully  it  echoed  through  the  marble  halL    Elgiva*s  terrors 
redoubled. 

A  thud  sigh  alarmed  her  to  a  degree  of  horror.  She  made  a  violent  attempt  to  speak  and 
move,  but  could  only  utter  a  loud  scream,  and  fiell  senseless  on  the  pavement. 

She  was  roused  from  this  state  of  insensibility  by  the  baron,  who  had  heard  her  seream, 
and  had  followed  the  sound  of  her  voice  to  the  north  gallery,  where  he  found  her  deprived  of 
sense  and  motion.  He  lifted  her  from  the  ground,  and  presshig  her  to  his  bosom,  brought  her 
to  herself ;  as  she  opened  her  eyes  her  terror  almost  overcame  her  on  finding  hertellr  supported 
by  the  detested  Fitcosric. 

«*  Elgiva !  dear  Elgiva  r*  said  he,  '*  what  could  bring  you  to  the  north  gallery  ?** 

She  was  silent— her  heart  was  too  full  to  reply.  She  dared  not  reveal  tlte  truth,  and  had 
not  power  at  that  thne  to  make  an  excuse,  or  give  an  evasive  answer. 

**  You  are  silent,  my  sweet  Elgiva,"  said  he;  *< tell  me,  I  beseedi  you,  how  came  yoir 

here?" 

**  I  missed  my  way,"  she  replied.  "  I  thought  this  small  staircase  led  to  my  chamber." 
'  **  But  why  were  you  so  alarmed  ?**  he  said ;  **  why  all  that  terror  expressed  on  your  eounte- 
nance  ?— I  heard  you  shriek  violently— tell  me,  my  love,  what  was  the  cause  of  your  fitmting?^ 

**  Lady  Jane,"  was  EIgiva*s  answer. 

FItzosric  started,  unable  to  oonceal  his  surprise,  but  hnmedlately  composing  his  featoras^ 
said,  **  Lady  Jane  I— but  how  could  she  alarm  you  ?*' 

**  Is  this  her  picture,  my  lord?*'  said  Elgiva,  pomting  to  it. 

«•  It  is." 

**  I  saw  it  move.'*— Fitzosric  trembled. — **  I  could  not  suppress  my  terror,**  contlnned 
Elgiva.  *'  I  uttered  a  wish  to  know  the  meaning— a  voice  answered-'  Lady  Jane !'— I  was  so 
terrified  that  I  fatatcd  away.** 

Fitzosric  appeared  greatly  agitated  as  she  related  this  circumstance ;  but  soon  overcamo 

his  feelings,  and  said,  **l  did  not  think,  Elgiva,  you  could  give  way  to  such  childish  and 

romantic  notions ;  It  is  folly  all — the  errors  of  a  fearful  fkncy ;  because  3rou  found  yourself  in 

iAe  north  gsUerv,  and  have,  I  suppose,  heard  it  related  by  some  of  my  stupid  servants  that 
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that  place  if  haunted.  That  Is  the  mfiteriou^  cbamher,'*  pointiof  to  aa  elegant  gethic  dociw 
way ;  **  that  is  the  dreadful  part  of  the  eastle  of  which  stieh  aiaasiDg  reports  are  in  circulation ; 
bnt  let  me  entreat  you,  my  sweet  girl,  banish  these  idle  fears,  and  do  not  be  terrified  with 
imaginary  evils.  1  will  lead  you  from  hence  to  a  place  more  adapted  to  your  gentle 
thoughts.'* 

So  saying,  he  placed  Elgiva*s  arm  within  his,  and  led  lier  reluctantly  along  the  gallery 
towards  the  opposite  extremity  to  the  haunted  eliamber ;  wharei,  pushing  a  door  open«  wliioh 
was  corered  with  green  doth,  and  before  unperceived  by  her,  she  immediately  fMind  lierself 
in  the  Wuminated  gallery  at  the  top  of  the  great  staircase. 

Surprise,  for  a  few  moments,  deprived  lier  of  the  power  of  malung  any  obeenration.  At 
length  she  withdrew  her  arm,  and  thanking  FItzosrIo,  said  slie  would  no  longer  trouble  him,  as 
she  could  proceed  to  her  mother's  chamber  akme. 

"  Your  mother  is  not  in  her  chamber,  ElglTa.**— **  Where  then,  my  kfd  ?** 

**  Alaimed  at  your  absence,  she  came  to  me  in  the  withdrmwing-room,  anaioua  to  iinow 
where  you  were.     I  will  lead  you  to  iier,**  said  Fitiesric»  taUng  her  hand  and  presshig  it  with 


'*  Stay,  my  Lord  Fitzosric,*'  exclaimed  Elgiva,  "  yon  have  passed  tho  withdrawing-room 
door.*' 

**  It  matters  not,  my  love ;  mind  not  that  room.** 

'*  But  my  mother  expects  me,"  she  replied,  endeavouring  to  disengage  herself  from  hit> 
hold ;  but  the  baron  would  not  allow  her  to  leave  him.  Me  pressed  her  with  transport  to  hia 
bosom ;  then  throwing  himself  on  his  knees  before  her,  in  humble  and  tender  accents  entreated 
she  would  stay  and  hear  him. 

Elgiva  was  now  more  terrified  from  the  apprehension  of  real  danger  than  she  before  was- 
at  the  imagination  of  supernatural  appearances,  and  execrated  her  folly  in  being  overcome  by 
the  lear  of  illusive  ills.  She  saw  the  baron's  eyes  exulting  in' the  kiea  tiiat  she  was  now  in  his 
power.  He  could  not  disguise  the  pleasure  he  experienced  at  the  accident  which  led  him  ta 
her  assistance,  and  no  longer  appearing  the  humble  supplicant,  lie  held  her  robe  with  all  his 
strength,  and  would  not  suffer  her  to  leave  him. 

**  Rise,  my  lord,"  ftiid  Elgiva,  darting  an  indignant  look  at  him,  **  and  permit  me  to  retire  ;. 
this  situation  and  conduct  disgraces  yourself  and  me.    I  insist  on  it  that  you  leave  me." 

**  But  your  mother,  Elgiva*  expects  you.     How  childish  and  ridiculous  are  your  doubts  f 

**  It  is  an  artifioe,  my  Lord  Fftzosric ;  my  mother,  I  am  positive.  Is  not  where  you  say.  If 
she  was  she  would  have  heard  my  voice,  and  would  not  have  permitted  you  to  detain  roe  so 
long.     Once  more,  I  insist  on  your  releasing  me.** 

**  I  see,  Elgiva,  you  suspect  my  honour,  because  you  are  convinced  of  the  violence  of  my 
love." 

Fitsosric  rose  from  his  supplicating  attitude,  and,  without  releasing  Elgiva,  turned  and 
opened  a  door  which  led  into  a  bed-chamber,  where  several  tapers  were  burning  on  a  table. 
The  baron  drew  her  forcibly  towards  the  door.  £lgiva*s  heart  sunk  in  her  bosom  with  terror,, 
but  casting  her  animated  eyes  on  Fitzosric,  said  tremulously,  *'  Whither,  my  lord,  are  you  goin^ 
to  lead  me?** 

**  To  my  chamber,"  replied  Fitzosric.  «  Think  not  to  disappoint  my  ardent  desires ;  this  is 
an  unlooked-for  opportunity,  and  I  must  embrace  it.  This  night,  lovely  gbl,  I  mean  yoa 
shall  share  it  with  me,  and  to-morrow's  dawn  shall  witness  onr  marriage." 

Elgiva  started  back  with  horror.  Though  terrified  at  her  situation,  she  indignantly  ex- 
claimed—" Marriage  I— Marriage  with  Fitzosric !— Oh  !  heaven  never  ordained  that  the  names 
of  Fitzosric  and  Elgiva  should  meet  in  marriage ;  thbk  not  that  I  ever  regarded  you  but  with 
contempt  and  detestation." 

<*  Wrong  not  the  innocent,**  was  uttered  by  a  voice  exactly  similar  to  the  voice  Elgiva  heard 
in  the  north  gallery. 

Elgiva  turned  with  astonishment  to  see  whence  the  voice  came,  but  could  perceive  no  one. 

Fitzosric  trembled,  and  his  countenance  changed ;  but  he  still  clasped  Elgiva  in  his  arras, 
and  ventured  to  kiss  her  cheek.  **  Desist !— desist  r  was  uttered  by  the  same  voice  that 
spoke  before,  and  immediately  the  form  that  had  alarmed  Elgiva  in  the  north  gallery  passed 
before  them.    The  baron,  terror-struck,  quitted  the  trembUnii^  ILX^^^iV  asAvo^^t^fti^^vtfistf^ 
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agaiotttliAdtQroCUtoiMflibir.    £igif«»M«kigbimioiiiiiflha|ii«U«d»timMd«iidaai^ 
ar*  tbt  goUty  puaishtd*  and  your  viU  inUotioii»d«lMtods  the  very  dead  rise  to  oppote^yoa.** 
She  then  ran  akomr  ^^  0AUery,  aad  aaeended  the  tUirt  te  her  aother's  eheabert  leafing  bin 
mute  with  terror,  anger,  and  diaappohitiaent. 

The  voice  had  alarmed  him,  and  shaken  e? ery  dormant  feeling  of  his  guilty  soul ;  and  the 
appearanee  of  hia  iU-lated  mfe»  Lady  Jane,  for  it  waa  her  spectre  that  htfd  so  terrified  him, 
oenpleted  hia  terror,  frortrated  hia  wieked  designs^  and  gave  Elgiva  liberty  to  escape.  His 
mind  soon  reeovering  hit  aelipposaetaion,  he  ewerated  htafoUy  in  letting  Elgiva  escape,  fearing 
that  his  conduct  had  given  her  alarm*  He  now  eonsidered  how  it  Y^uld  be  best  Sot  Urn  toact 
in  ftitore,  and  detenntaed  that  the  neit  opportunity  that  offered  should  not  ha  lost. 


CHAPTEB    VL 
BiiKATHLBss  wilh  aflHgtit,  Elgtva  reaobed  her  mother's  ebamber^  vho  bad  anionsiy  wailed 
her  retain,  eberishfng  the  flatterer,  hope,  during  her  absenee.  that  tbe  length  of  time  E^vm 
stayed  was  in  consequence  of  having  met  with  the  wisbed-for  success. 

But  what  language  can  explain  the  affliction  that  racked  her  breast  when  she  heard  her 
daughter's  recital,  prisoners  as  they  were  in  the  castle,  in  the  power  of  a  wretch,  who  knenr 
not  how  to  exercise  it,  unless  to  oppress  the  innooent,  or  grmttfy  hie  paesiens ;  the  tbeogfat 
drove  her  almost  to  madness.  Often  did  they  implore  the  mercy  of  beavnn  to  release  ttaea 
from  his  tyranny,  or  to  send  their  beloved  Edrie  or  Rosenberg  to  efleet  their  delleamoee. 

When  morning  came,  Ellen  said,  <*  My  Elgiva,  I  am  rssolved  to  see  tbia  urns.  I  will 
insist  on  quitting  St  Egbert's  castle,  for  if  we  remain  here  it  will  only  give  him  an  oppot^ 
tunity  of  insulting  us  again.     Gome,  we  will  go  together.'* 

They  descended  the  stairs,  and  met  the  baron,  who  aflhofted  not  to  oboerve  them,  rightly 
conjecturing  the  purpose  for  which  Ellen  sought  him,  whose  natural  dignity  and  eommandfaig 
manner  always  struck  him  with  a  sentiment  of  awe,  mixed  with  admiration. 

**  My  Lord  Fltzosric,**  said  Ellen,  **  I  would  speak  a  few  words  with  you.** 

**  Be  it  so,  madam,"  said  Fltzosric  with  a  gracious  smile,  wMch  he  coiikl  at  all  tiflaea 
assume  whenever  he  thought  it  necessary ;  then  turning  to  Elgiva  with  a  manner  and  aeoent 
ftill  of  apparent  sincerity,  he  said,  **  First,  Elgf va,  I  must  entreat  yeur  pardon.  I  am  deepij 
ashamed  of  my  behaviour  last  night.  I  know  I  deserve  net  to  be  forgiven,  bat  I  was  dated 
by  wine  beyond  all  bounds,  or  1  never  could  have  been  guilty  of  so  great  an  outrage  e*  one 
vHiom  I  so  respect.  Believe  me  sincere,  and  forgive  me :  when  I  awoke  thie  nenriog,  and 
recollected  what  I  had  done,  I  could  not  rest  in  'peace  till  I  had  teen  you,  and  made  every 
acknowledgment  for  my  fauH." 

'*  I  forgive  you,  my  lord,"  replied  Elgiva,  **  and  may  your  own  heart  and  heaven  grant 
you  a  pardon,  as  1  do.*' 

**  My  Lord  Fltzosric,"  said  Ellen,  <*  we  liave  been  five  weeka  in  yotr  onstle ;  the  oavse  whMi 
induced  you  to  offer  us  an  asylum  no  loager  exists^  and  grateftil  for  what  you  faav«  deos  fa 
kindness,  it  is  our  wish  to  return  to  our  own  house.     Wewetridquit  the  castle  this  day.*' 

"  So  suddenly  !"  exclaimed  Fltzosric ;  "  I  shall  feel  deeply  pained  at  the  loaa  of  yonr 
society.  But  if  It  be  your  desire,  you  shall  be  obeyed ;  though  if  ye«  meea  t*  go  to  Shiewa* 
bury,  you  will  find  it  in  a  state  of  eoafusioii,  aa  a  seeond  battle  ia  hotnfy  expected.  Ib  the 
afternoon  a  carriage  shall  be  ready  to  attend  yon  where  you  please.*  The  baron  and  hie 
guests  then  retired  to  their  respective  apartnwnts. 

Time  passed  on ;  four  o*clock.  came,  and  Ellen  began  to  fear  the  baron  had  only  impoasd  en 
their  credulity  in  making  the  premise  he  had  made.  While  oonversing  on  thie  topie  with 
Elgiva,  a  retainer  knocked  at  their  chamber  door,  and  said  the  baroa  wished  to  apeak  with 
Ellen,  and  following  the  servant,  she  aceordingly  deaeended  the  staira.  She  snppeaed  the  | 
baron  was  in  the  usual  room,  but  was  a  little  surprised  to  find  the  man  tura  to  the  left. 
«*  This  way,  madam,*'  said  the  man ;  **  the  baron  waits  in  the  erimaon  reom.**  Ellen  then 
entered  through  an  arohed  doorway  a  superb  gaUery,  with  elegant  ehamben  on  eneh  sMe^  and 
tbe  door  Immedfaaely  doeed.  At  the  extremity  of  this  gallery  wgaaa  spiral  stain  iw,  at  the 
ibot  of  which  waa  a  door  with  a  beautiftil  paintfag  upon-  it;. 

They  aec— ded  tbe  itolr8»  and  entered  a  handiome  nomf  not  of  wfaldi  taraoi'i 
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«iiiier«d,  *^ the  IwrMh  is«ot h«ff«  \  b«t  titk«  «  «e«t — l-wil  < 

wait  to  see  him.'*    Then  retreatiog  to  tlie  door,  he  ran  wmMf  iMm«tiin^  thtimg  At  dmr 

«t  the  button  wMi  aiMMi  iioiM. 

EHoD  eatMOMllMe,  iHit •  WlBowto iMd iwt  wpfwr^  wmih&r  4li0iigiliM«il«n 
«aitle.  «Aeh  Ka^iiqpainuAB  ■eiMrt»«n  mg^ 

The  tmi  wts  ttear  tetltof ;  iier  tej^MlleMo  at  tlia  dal^i 
lier«bieBoeihaiikl1iMrt8S*Blg«Mi^«lina,  thadeteeadedtlw 
baroB ;  but  when  she  r«i0hed  the  botlan  of  tbertalra,  aadlMMd  the  door  tet-ahnt,  ig^niai^^ 
thoughts  flashed  on  her  tortured  hnaginatkm,  and  drove  her  nearly  to  distraction.  She  was 
now  convinoed  that  the  speckms  behavioar  omkosric  in  the  morning  was  only  to  Inll  their 
tospiclons  tUl  he  oonoerted  how  to  act. 

RoooUeeting  his  ooadnot  to  ElgfTa  the  preceding  ni^t,  she  trembled  for  her  saiety,  believ- 


Disteneled't  ^ehare  iippiilian,'ehe  fett^n 
«3Mi  Implored  the  AMghlfo  pwteelioB  Ibr  her  BIgiva  cmI  fer  Pencil;  tef«atly  yn^iiV  tfl 
her  mind  had  ne^oifed  eomewhafc  af  .erfmaeis,  as  ebe  oMt  hecsaif  «■  ■Pwwideuss  terpri^ortisn 
id  osmiiift   "Thea,  erthaowing  what  ^da,  <he  retnrned'to  the  ehaai^er, 

Thaahsmhwrwmi  omsriliaiewed  with  th»dnsk  aof  exeaiag,  when  the  deer  «t  the  hatlem 
gf  the  etmffB  waaepitly  nnhwhed  and  locked  agehu  A  fwr  mementi  prssenftsd  WtaaeriehsfciB 
her,  beeing  <^  huBp. 

EMen dartod-on him  a  hMk-^oontompt  mid hertar ;  hut, oHiAsat  to  vstma  to  Blgiia, she 
eheelied  the  toivent  of  reeenleMat  that  was  feady  tohnak  lapsaa  her  emsrabaifad heart,  aa  the 
tomd  oeneii  eenreiy  in  ns  power* 

The  baron  had  seemingly  taken  paiot  to  set  forth  his  person,  whioh  •wasahae  «oa,  to  the 
bast  adrantega  ■  he-  appeared  awre  elegant  than  ehe  had  ewer  aeea  him.  Seltiaghia  lamp  on 
the  ubie,  he  threw  himself  negligently  on  a  chair  by  the-eideof  fitten,  andihnsepoke  i — **  EUa^ 
your  avertod  eye  tcAls  me  yon  are  displeased,  and  1  merit  yoar  di^deaemnac  canscisws  of  hav- 
ing offended  you,  I  seek  not  to  excuse  myself.  I  come  prepaiwd  tohnm'eyery  sngiy  wmid  you. 
litter.     I  eoflfcm  my  fault— hnt  the  fenlt  wiu  tospimd  by  iova." 

••Lover  ewdeimed  BWen.  in  a  tone  of  todignetssn,  her  heaiet  hamtmg  with  giief  and 
resentment :  she  could  not  proceed,  and  tamed  her  head  away;. 

**  Yea,  EUen,  tofiet  Prom  the  ftnt  honr  i  aaw  yea  my  heait  has  baan  a  stntogar  to  peace. 
1  hawe  been  longa widswer  there  isnetamemaneaustingforwhomJfeci  theaiEeetion  which 
I  bear  you.  Determined  at  ail  events  to  eUam  yen,  1  qoitted  the  eaoae  I  was  engaged  an,  is 
order  to  rensove  you  to  the  castle,  where  I  flattered  myself  I  should  ioapira  yoa  with  an  affec- 
tfton  fir  aw*  Love  Ufged  me  todelay  your  quitting  it-«I  invented  eicaaas  and  deUys  in  order 
to  pat  off  year  removal,  that  I  might  still  ei^oy  the  pkeaaare  of  your  sooiclj.  Youraolidtatioaa 
this  morning  I  could  not  reasonably  deny  ;  osmI  by  proansing  to  consent  to  your  going,  it  allowed 
me  a  ahoit  tiuM  to  prevent  it,  and  thia  is  what  has  indooed  me  to  act  aa  1  have  done." 

**  0eaigning  villain  !*'  exclaioied  Ellen,  **  Heaven  in  its  mercy  wUl  avsogc  my  cause." 

*•  I  deserve  the  appellation,  most  amiable  ereatare  !*'  replied  Fitxosric,  **  I  knew  you  would 
reproach  me — go  on,  upbraid  me  still — cull  me  by  what  appvahnoua  namea  you  will,  still  I  must 
adore  you,  cruel  as  you  are ;  believe  my  sincerity.'* 

**  iknd  you,  my  lord,  believe  mine.  Your  traacfaenMs  conduct  to  me  and  my  daughter^ 
which  you  have  avowed,  makes  me  despise  the  man  that  coald  so  act.  To  Imar  the  name  of 
love  profaned  by  lips  like  yoora  increases  my  detestation ;  remember  your  infamous  conduct 
to  Elgiva  last  night,  and  oMntion  the  name  of  love  no  moae.'* 

**  Ttaae,  Ellen,  may  iaspire  yoa  with  au>re  Isvoomble  aentimenta  forsM;  I  can  expect  only 
opbnddinga  at  prasent.  My  coodoct  to  Elgiva  I  can  readily  explain.  1  did  bat  seek  to  try 
tim  vanity  of  young  minds.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  fiur  I  frightened  her— but  your  beauty  and 
elegance  claim  my  admiration,  my  respect,  my  love.  Bt^w  me,  I  am  sincere— consent  to  bo 
the  wifo  of  Pitsoaric  and  my  Aitura  lHh  shall  be  devoted  to  your  will" 

*•  My  loid,  yon  most  allow  me  to  retam  to  my  Elgiva ;  my  heart  cannot  bear  the  painful 
separation ;  these  few  honra  to  me  have  been  ages  of  torment.'* 

**  Promise  to  let  the  priest  join  our  hands.  When  you  meet  me  at  the  altar,  Elgiva  sbaU 
he  restorsd  to  you— till  then  1  detain  her  an  hostage  tat  my  wiahes." 
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**Ohimif  kfd/  «idtlm«l  EHea,  **  torture  me  not  with  this  cruel  detenniMtioo.  If  yom 
pretend  to  lore  bm,  allow  me  my  Elgifs*  the  only  comfort  and  hiq^phieu  ill  fortune  baa  not 
removed  from  the  wretched  Ellen." 

'  **  You  withhold  the  promiie*"  said  Pitzosric.  **  I  have  told  you  my  determination.  Consent  to 
meet  me  at  the  altar — Iwill  then  restore  your  Elgiva;  but  you  muit  endureaseparation  till  then.** 

**  Oh  !  never  t^never !— never  f*  exclaimed  Ellen,  distractedly.  "  Cruel  man !— Leave  me. 
But,  marl^  me,  Ellen  and  Elgiva  are  not  friendless,  and  one  day  you  shall  repent  this.'* 

The  baron  obeyed,  and  slightly  wishing  her  good  night,  retired,  securing  the  door  at  the 
loot  of  the  staircase^  the  key  of  which  he  never  entrusted  to  any  one. 


CHAPTER    VIL 

^iTzosaic  had  confessed  the  truth.  He  had  undoubtedly  a  passion  for  Ellen,  which  was  the 
principal  reason  of  his  conveyhig  them  tc  the  castle.  The  youth  of  Elgiva  then  caught  his 
wandering  eye,  and  when  they  were  both  in  his  power,  he  l^new  not  where  to  fix  hia  waveriqg 
mind,  but  determined  to  obtahi  one  of  them  for  his  mistress.  Considering  the  eariy  youth  oc 
Elgiva,  to  which  period  he  always  ascribed  an  insurmountable  vanity,  he  first  breathed  his 
passion  to  the  daughter,  as  Ellen's  dignity  of  manner  had  awed  him ;  but  having  once  owned 
his  passion  to  the  latter,  Fitsocric's  heart  was  set  on  conquering  what  he  called  her  atubbom 
virtue ;  still,  although  he  felt  a  superior  attachment  for  her  to  every  other  woman,  yet  could 
not  his  wavering  heart  relinquish  his  libertine  pursuit  of  Elgiva ;  but  when  he  now  weut  to 
jeeii  to  offer  some  excuse^  at  which  he  was  always  ready,  for  her  mother's  absence,  he  found 
her  waiting  for  him,  for  terror  and  astonishment  at  her  mother's  long  absence  had  induced  her 
to  enter  his  detested  presence. 

** Elgiva,"  said  he,  ''you  are  the  very  person  I  wished  to  see.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you 
ihat  your  mother  is  gone  from  the  castle." 

**  Gone  f *  exclaimed  Elgiva — "  gone  !  Do  not  mock  me— do  not  trifle  with  me.  Gone ! 
—Where  ?-.How  ?-.Impossible !" 

^  Yes,**  he  replied,  *'  she  is  gone:  expressing  a  desire  of  going  alone,  to  see  if  her  house 
and  effects  were  safe,  or  to  procure  another,  she  left  you  to  my  care  and  piotection  till  she 
returned,  which  she  promises  shall  not  exceed  three  days.** 

Elgiva's  countenance  varied  alternately  from  a  rosy  hue  to  a  deadly  palenesa.  Her  awoUen 
heart  was  too  full  to  reply ;  it  found  relief  in  tears ;  retreating  to  the  wainscot,  she  leant  against 
it,  and  sobbed  audibly,  as  if  her  heart  would  break. 

Fitzosric,  unmoved,  allowed  her  to  indulge  her  grief  for  some  time.  He  then  took  her 
hand  respectfully,  and  entreated  her  to  be  under  no  apprehension  on  her  mother's  account,  nor 
yield  to  excessive  grieC  He  begged  her  to  believe  the  truth  of  his  assertions,  and  assured 
her  that  in  three  days  she  should  either  see  or  hear  from  her  mother. 

Elgiva  perceived  there  was  no  otiier  alternative  than  to  feign  a  belief  of  what  he  asserted, 
though,  in  her  own  mind,  she  did  not  credit  a  word  of  what  he  said.     With  a  heavy  heart 
she  retired  to  her  chamber,  where  she  found  Agatha  waiting,  to  whom,  falling  on  her  bosom, 
ahe  exclaimed,  "  The  cruel  baron  has  robbed  me  of  my  dear  mother  I** 
For  Heaven's  sake,  madam,  what  mean  you  ?" 

He  says  she  has  gone  from  the  castle,  and  has  left  me  to  his  care  and  protection.  Oh  ! 
is  that  to  be  believed?  Do  you  think  that,  after  his  conduct  last  night,  she  would  leave  me 
to  his  care  ?  Ob  1  no,  no  I  it  is  another  of  his  base  contrivances !  Riches  enable  him  to 
oppress  the  innocent ;  bis  exalted  situation  in  life  privileges  him  to  act  the  tyrant  r* 

t  am  so  astonished,  madam,"  said  Agatha,  **  that  I  can  hardly  credit  what  I  bear !" 
My  life  for  it  !**  said  Elgiva,'**  she  has  not  left  the  castle ;  1  fear  he  has  imprisoned  her, 
to  prevent  our  leaving  him.     Oh  f  Agatha,  if  you  knew  the  anxiety  and  distress  that  dwell 
in  my  heart,  you  would  say  I  was  most  wretched." 

"  But  what  can  be  done  ?**  said  Agatha ;  **  how  can  you  be  certain  she  is  not  gone  ?" 

**  As  soon  as  all  are  asleep  in  the  castle,"  said  Elgiva,  *'  I  will  search  every  part  of  the 
4:astle  to  discover  where  he  has  secreted  her.     Will  you  go  with  me  ?*  ' 

"I could  Dot  tor  all  the  world  ;  but  I  will  wait  here  and  pray  for  you.** 
T'be  cMStJe  dock  now  pronounced  the  solemn  bt^ut  fA  tD\!^v^^  ¥»V|ji?;a.  took  a  Um^ 
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**  Afitbav*'  bIm  laidf  ^  I  wlU  not  urge  you;  mioe  U  a  oauso  whertia  X  sbonU  oooqiMr  idle 
terron :  yoa  have  nooo  to  afflict  you*  I  wfll  goalona.*'  And  aba  inuBadiataly  quUtad  the 
ohambar. 

Elgiva  haviog  obferved  bar  mothar  daacand  tba  stairs  did  nat  imsgioe  iha  waa  bo  the 
itorj  even  with  her  chamber.  She  passed  the  diiiiiig-haU«  Fltsosric's  bad-room,  and  many 
superb  apartments,  the  doors  of  which  stood  open ;  but,  not  supposing  Ellen  was  there,  was  at 
a  loss  how  to  proceed,  especially  as  Ethelwald  passed  her  and  looked  very  earnestly  at  her. 
The  sight  of  him  struck  her  heart  with  dread,  for  Agatha's  account  of  him  made  her  shudder. 
She  feared  he  was  set  by  the  baron  to  be  a  spy  upon  her  actions,  and  her  terrors  increased 
when  he  advanced,  and  putting  his  arm  round  her  waist,  whispered  softly—'*  I  want  to  speak 
with  you-^oUow  me."  The  expression  of  his  countenance  appalled  her.  She  had  heard  be 
had  been  the  assistant  of  all  his  master's  crimes*  and  she  feared  he  was  now  endeavouring  to 
ensnare  her  into  the  baron's  power ;  or,  perhaps,  had  dared  himself  to  lift  his  thoughts  to  her ; 
so,  disengaging  herself  with  difficulty  lh>m  his  grasp,  she  flew  up  stairs  to  Agatha,  where, 
relating  what  had  happened,  she  was  penuaded  not  to  pursue  her  scheme  of  seaiduqg  the 
castle. 

After  waiting  some  time,  and  her  anxiety  increasing  to  know  where  her  ssother  wal^  she 
again  descended  the  stairs,  and  again  passed  the  various  rooms,  nor  met  wfth  Ethelwald. 
Entering  the  gallery  on  the  left  hand,  then  opening  a  door  on  the  right,  she  (bond  it  led  Into 
a  narrow  passoge  with  a  door  on  each  side. 

She  opened  one  of  them,  and  found  It  to  be  a  kind  of  lumber  room,  for  the  fnmilara  was 
all  in  great  confusion.  Anxious  to  see  if  her  mother  was  there,  she  careAiIly  examined  every 
jMut ;  but,  not  discovering  the  object  of  her  search,  retreated  with  a  sigh,  and  closed  the  door 
after  her.  .  * 

The  door  of  the  opposite  room  was  fiutened;  It  required  all  her  strength  to  withdraw  the 
bolts,  tiiat  apparently  bad  not  been  opened  for  several  years.  Hope  Inspired  her  with  the 
thought  that  her  search  would  be  ended  here ;  and,  acquiring  renovated  vigour,  soon  accom- 
plished opening  the  door. 

This  apartment  was  large  and  handsome ;  the  ftimitnre  decaying  by  the  unrelenting  hand 
of  Time,  and  covered  with  dust,  as  by  its  appearance  there  did  not  seem  to  have  been  any  one 
In  the  room  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

Elgiva  sighed,  and  her  fluttering  heart  believed  the  sigh  was  repeated,  though  it  did  not 
sound  like  her  mother,  and  was  greatly  terrified  lest  Fitxosric  should  have  heard  and  foUowed 
her.  She  looked  round  the  room  in  hopes  of  discovering  some  due  to  guide  her  to  the 
wished-for  place  that  contained  her  mother. 

An  hour  had  elapsed  in  this  unsuccessful  search,  and  she  despaired  of  finding  her  mother. 

Advancing  towards  a  couch,  her  eye  rested  on  the  floor— she  perceived  it  spotted  with 
blood !  Astonished  at  the  sight,  she  set  the  lamp  on  the  floor,  aod  examining  it  more  minutely, 
saw  it  vras  nearly  covered.  Terrified  at  a  sight  that  appalled  eveiy  sense,  she  was  a  few 
moments  deprived  of  sensibUity,  and  sunk  extended  on  the  floor. 

Her  recovery  brought  with  it  new  dread ;  and  the  first  idea  that  struck  her  afflicted  thoughts 
was,  that  the  blood  spilled  there  was  occasioned  by  the  murder  of  Lady  Jane,  for  she  re- 
collected hearing  Agatha  say  she  feared  Lady  Jane  did  not  come  foiriy  by  her  deatli. 

A  curiosity,  checked  by  fear,  prompted  her  to  remove  the  clothes  of  the  couch ;  and  with 
horror  she  perceived  they  were  all  dyed  with  blood. 

'  '*  Oh  !  some  dreadful  deed  has  been  transacted  here,**  said  she.  "  Heaven  preserve  my 
dear  mother  from  meeting  a  similar  fate  1  Inhuman  wretch  1— how  can  his  guilty  heart  find 
rest  beneath  the  roof  wherein  such  heinous  crimes  have  been  committed  V 

When  she  had  removed  the  clothes,  she  found  the  middle  of  the  couch  lifted  up.  Prompted 
with  the  desire  of  knowing  all  that  relatM  to  the  mysterious  appearance  before  her  eyes,  she 
ventured  to  open  It ;  but  sulTered  the  most  agonixing  sensations  when  she  perceived  it  con* 
tained  the  skdeton  of  a  female,  thrown  carelessly  in  with  the  dress  on.  Elgiva,  nnaUe  to 
behold  so  unexpected  a  sight  that  chilled  her  soul  with  horror,  fainted  away. 

When  she  came  to  herself,  she  found  thit  fai  her  fall  she  liad  extfaiguished  the  lamp,  and 
trembled  at  the  horrid  thought  of  being  alone  In  a  room  where  an  unhappy  creature  had  saf« 
fered,  to  all  appearance,  a  most  cruel  death.    She  had  not  a  doubt  remafaifaig  but  that  the 
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wrfBltffeA  httj  the  mm  wis  tfw  vafoftmuEte  Ladj  Jue '  FHfOffic,  cdd  theidi  tfMllllSHi 
kitfired  ber  «««nr  tiMMight  towards  the  barcm. 

,The  doubtful  fiite  of  her  mother  then  recurred  to  her  mind.  She  belieTed  Fitzoirie*to*%e 
Mde  <ip  of  artiflee  and  vfllaoy,  and  could  not  <fifest  faenelf  of  the  idea  that  he  hid  eodfined 
ber4aeeaie  p«rt«r  other  ef  the  castle.  However,  Ae  was  iletermfaied  not  to  reUnqaUh  the 
eearch  she  bad  begun,  lei  it  eost  what  it  would  ;  for  she  endnred  such  tormenting  thoughts  kk 
the  bare  epprebentkHi  of  what  night  belal  her  mother,  that  the  sight  of  the  shocliiog  spee- 
Uflleabe  bad  just  witnessed  scarcely  exceeded  It 

The  grey  tinge  of  asoming  beamed  in  at  the  shutters.  She  walked  to  one  of  the  wfaidows 
smd  opened  it  to  adiMt  «  gleam  of  light,  and  the  rosy  thige  of  Anrora,  as  she  waited  the 
ynogressof  the  aoraing,  displayed  dl  the  horrors  of  the  apartment  still  more  dreadfuL 

Slie  looked  to  see  where  the  window  opened  teto,  hoping  it  was  towards  the  road ;  bat  was 
disappointed  to  find  it  turned  towards  a  garden. 

The  light  was  now  sufficiently  strongto  enable  her  ta leave  the  dreadftxl  dbember.  Havfaq; 
sacHwi  tbe-  doon  as  she  found  them,  she  hurried  with  all  possible  speed  to  her  own  room  ; 
and  as  she  quitted  the  awful  chamber  the  castle  clock  struck  three. 

J^fsfba  WHS  stiil  anaiously  expecting  her  return.     She  perceived  by  Elgiva's  pallid  coun- 
■tenaoee  thai  ber  naind  had  received  extreme  terror.     She  trembled  violently,  and  had  scareefy 
atsength  to  aftleolate  a  syllable.     Agatha  was  greatly  alarmed.     Elgtra,  observing  her  in* 
quiring  eye  sought  to  know  the  cause  of  her  distress,  said— > 

**  Ah  I  Agatha,  your  poor  lady  was  murdered !  Ton  were  right  fai  the  dreadful  conjecture. 
The  barao  is  a  sHoked  man.  Obi  I  have  been  in  such  a  shocking  room!— the  floor 
was  «U  over  spnnkied  with  the  blood  of  that  unfortunate  lady  I  How  I  shuddered  attbe 
mournful  sight,  which  memory  will  never  suffer  to  be  erased  from  my  mind :  in  a  kind  of  press 
couch  I  Iband  a  foasale  skdetoo.     Good  heav«n  !   What  were  my  feciings  nt  that  moment  ?^ 

Agatha  stood  petri6ed  with  amazement,  hardly  daring  to  credit  what  she  heard.  ElglvaH 
distressod  oouotenanee  was  suflleient  to  convince  her  the  dreadfhl  tale  was  true ;  the  then 
said,  **  But  have  you  found  your  mother  ?" 

^*0  nor  replied  BIgiva,  ^seeking  for  her  I  entered  that  horrid  chamber.  The  8%ht 
overwhehnedme— my  Kght  was  extinguished.     I  conld  not  proceed. 

"  It  is  a  miracle  that  you  did  not  die  with  the  fright,*  said  Agatha.  **  After  wftnessiiig 
such  a  shockiimp  sight,  I  would  advise  you  to  trust  to  the  event ;  pertiaps  the  baron  sakl  the 
tmChr  and  she  is  really  gone." 

**  That  idea  shall  never  slacken  my  seardi,  Agatha.  I  will  not  be  wanting  in  my  duty— 
the  thought  that  he  is  deceiving  me  is  so  strongly  impressed  on  my  mind,  that  I  cannot  chase 
it  away.  I  will  endeavour  to  rest,  for  the  anxieties  and  terrors  I  have  undergone  the  last 
twelve  hours  are  almost  too  much  to  bear  ;  and  as  soon  as  day  a  little  more  advances  I  wiB 
renew  my  search. " 

*'  1  shall  renuin  with  you,  madam,**  sakl  Agatha,  "as  you  are  alone— my  heart  feds  tot 
your  troubles  and  disappointments.** 
**  As  you  please,  Agatha.*' 

They  then  secured  the  door,  and  strove  to  silence  the  painful  recollections  of  what  bad 
transpired  by  courting  the  balmy  aid  of  sleep. 

£lgiva  was  favoured  by  a  few  hours'  repose,  which  revived  her  spirits,  and  enabled  her  to 
bear  the  distressing  sensations  her  afflicted  iMsom  experienced  in  her  pursuit  the  ensuing 
day.  The  next  morning  she  declared  to  Agatha  her  intention  of  detoting  the  whole  day  in 
search  after  her  oiotlier. 

"  You  will  be  exposed  to  many  dangers,  I  fear,**  sakl  Agatha :  *<  consider  the  number  of 
servants  attending  oo  the  baron ;  you  cannot  go  fm  before  you  are  seen." 

**  You  teH  me,'*  said  Elgiva,  "  that  no  one  enters  the  north  gallery.  Perhaps  the  baron, 
knowing  the  dread  tiiat  every  one  entertains  of  that  place,  has  confined  her  there,  believing 
BO  one  will  dare  venture  therein ;  and  shall  terror  impede  the  search  I  am  destined  to  make 
for  my  mother?  No ;  that  shall  be  the  Qrst place  1  will  examine.  My  soul,  Agatha,  is  now 
a  stranger  to  every  fear  of  danger,  or  any  other.** 

**  Tbere  is  but  one  person  in  the  castle,*'  repNed  Agatha,  "  who  goes  into  the  north  gallery, 
sadtiuu  k  the  baroo*$  trixBiy  favourite  Ethelwald,  the  keeper  of  his  secrets,  the  assistant  m 
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«n  hjs  crimes.     And  he  U  the  only  person  who  daret  venture  there  to  light  the  lampt    I  an 
nre  the  north  gallery  might  have  been  in  total  darkness  for  me." 

**  And  why  is  the  lamp  lighted  at  all*  if  no  person  goes  into  the  north  gallery>  as  yon  tsU 
sie  ?  It  might  as  well  be  in  total  darkness,**  said  Elgiva. 

Agatha  replied,  **  I  have  heard  Lady  Jane  say,  that  when  the  spirit  of  the  Danish  lord 
hannted  the  castle,  so  that  no  one  conld  live  in  it,  there  were  a  number  of  bishops  called 
together  to  lay  it  in  the  north  chamber;  and  they  expressly  ordered  a  lamp  to  be  lighted  in 
the  north  gallery  every  night.  It  is  a  ceremony,  it  seems,  that  must  not  be  omitted  as  long 
as  the  castle  stands.  And  I  am  sure^  if  the  baron  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  castle 
had  not  a  particular  dread  that  some  wonderful  misfortune  would  befal  us  if  it  was  omitted,  I 
frerfly  believe  the  lamp  would  remain  without  lighting  till  doomsday." 

"  What  idle  notions  you  are  all  inspired  with,"  said  Elgiva ;  **  it  makes  me  wonder  how 
any  of  you  consent  to  live  here.  Ethelwald,  you  say,  b  the  only  person  whooe  heart  is  a 
little  more  courageous  than  his  fellows — and  he  now  performs  the  duty.*' 

**  Nobody  else  would  go.  Bemulph  died  suddenly,  who  used  to  have  the  care  of  the  lamp 
—and  we  were  all  happy  when  Ethelwald  ofifered  voluntarily,  for  every  one  of  ns  dreaded 
lest  the  baron  should  order  any  one  particular  person  to  do  it.  I  am  sure,  if  he  had  requested 
such  a  thing  of  mc,  I  would  have  left  the  castle  that  moment.  I  have  often  thought  that  the 
]amp>  the  north  gallery,  and  the  haunted  chamber  were  all  a  mystery  alike— or  did  they  think, 
when  they  ordered  it  to  be  lighted,  that  th^  ghost  of  the  Danish  lord  did  not  like  to  be  in  th« 
dark?** — *'Well,*  replied  Elgiva,  "since  I  perceive  the  dread  you  have  of  that  place,  I  will 
not  request  that  of  you  which  would  wound  your  feelings,  and  help  to  intimidate  mine—alone 
I  trust  roy  fortitude  will  not  forsake  mo ;  the  wish  of  discovering  where  ray  mother  is  concealed 
win  inspire  mc  with  courage.  But  to  see  you  trembling  with  fear 'and  apprehension,  if  jtm 
accompanied  mc,  would  banish  my  resolution.  If  the  baron  should  come  to  this  apartment, 
and  ask  for  roe,  do  not  mention  where  I  am  gone."     Elgiva  then  hastily  quitted  the  chamber. 

She  first  examined  all  the  rooms  on  the  same  floor  with  her  own,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
north  gallery.  Fearful  of  being  perceived  if  she  went  the  way  she  first  did,  she  recollected  the 
door  through  which  Fitzosric  led  her  tho  night  she  was  so  greatly  alarmed,  and  was  happy  to 
find  it  yielded  to  her  hand.  She  entered  the  dreadful  gallery  with  far  different  sensations  than 
those  she  experienced  the  night  when  she  found  herself  in  that  place,  of  which  such  ambiguous 
talcs  were  spoken.  She  examined  every  door  that  she  could  open,  but  found  them  all  deserted 
and  neglected.  The  noble  furniture  was  falling  into  decay ;  the  dust  hung  in  large  heavy  folds 
on  what  had  once  been  elegant  tapestry,  and  defaced  many  beautiful  pictures.  In  one  room 
the  casement  hod  fallen  from  its  station  by  the  rude  hand  of  unrelenting  time,  and  left  it  a 
mansion  for  owls  and  daws  to  build  in ;  who,  as  she  opened  the  door,  which  had  not  admitted 
such  a  visitor  for  many  years,  all  set  up  a  loud  cry,  as  if  alarmed,  and  immediately  took  to 
flight,  shaking  the  mouldering  fragments  about  her  ears,  that  she  could  scarcely  see  for  dust 
and  rubbish.  Not  imagining  her  mother  to  be  there,  she  retreated,  and  closed  the  door. 
She  next  examined  the  pictures  in  the  gallery,  and  heaved  a  deep  sigh  as  she  contemplated  the 
lovely  features  of  the  unfortunate  Lady  Janei,  while  the  most  afflicting  sensations  possessed  her 
mind  for  that  lady's  melancholy  £ate,  as  she  recollected  the  unburied  body  she  had  found  in  a 
distant  chamber. 

She  then  came  to  a  winding  staircase,  oa  the  opposite  side,  and,  descending,  found  it  led 
into  a  chapel,  though,  apparently,  it  had  not  been  used  as  such  for  many  years,  and  among  the 
infcriptions  on  the  monuments  was  one  erected  to  the  memory  of  Lady  Jane  Fitzosric. 

She  had  now  examined  every  part  of  the  north  gallery,  except  the  mysterious  chamber,  and 
there  »he  stopped.  The  door  was  strongly  fastened ;  often  she  was  tempted  to  open  H,  hoping 
to  meet  with  Ellen.     But  she  recollected  the  prohibition  which  Agatha  said  had  been  laid 

upon  all as  well  as  that  the  keys  were  put  away  beyond  the  possiblHty  of  discovering  where 

they  were  hid— and  a  kind  of  superstitious  terror  overcame  her  at  the  thought  of  entering  that 
place,  and  deprived  her  of  the  courage  she  experienced  till  now. 

*''  Surely  my  mother,*'  said  she,  **  cannot  be  there — I  would  feotore  anything  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  certainty.  The  door  is  strongly  secured— the  keys  do  one  knows  where.  Yet 
should  I  attempt  to  open  the  door  of  that  forbidden  apartment,  which,  for  a  dreadful  reason, 
has  been  closed  for  so  many  years,  what  a  train  of  miifoitvnca  m\%Vi\.  w«»ft\— "^^^  cmmK 
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—dare  not  enter  here.  Sacred  to  the  ghost  of  the  Danlih  lord,  and  surely  that  of  Lady  Jane 
inhabits  it  also,  else  why  does  her  spirit  irandcr  here  ?  Poor  unfortunate  woman  !  to  fall  into 
sueh  cruel  hands  !  Alas !  I  must  relinquish  all  hopes  of  finding  my  mother,  for  this  mysterious 
chamber  bars  my  passage,**  Elgiva  then  with  an  aching  heart  returned  to  her  ovn  chamber 
the  way  she  came. 

Agatha  was  there,  and  dinner  had  been  waiting  for  her  some  time.  She  sat  down  to  partake 
of  the  refreshments  provided,  though  her  heart  was  disconsolate  in  not  discovering  Ellen. 

Fatigued  with  her  fruitless  search,  she  determined  to  rest  herself  till  towards  evening,  when 
she  meant  to  renew  it.  She  then  related  all  she  had  seen  to  Agatha,  and  concluded  with  a 
wish  that  she.oould  open  the  door  of  the  haunted  chamber,  that  she  might  have  the  satlsfactloB 
of  saying  she  had  not  left  a  single  place,  however  dreadful,  onexamined* 

^*  Oh  1  talk  not  «o,"  said  Agatha,  *'  unless  you  mean  to  frighten  ne  out  of  my  senses  9  for 
as  soon  as  ever  that  dreadful  door  is  opened*  the  ghost  of  the  Danish  lord  will  be  released^ 
and  no  creature  will  be  able  to  live  in  the  castle.** 

**  Cease  such  ridiculous  ideas,'*  said  Elgiva,  pettishly ;  but  while  she  chid  the  fears  of 
Agatha,  similar  sensations  crept  gently  over  her  mind ;  and  although  she  spumed  the  super* 
stitious  thought  of  the  Danish  lord's  haunting  the  place,  she  could  not  divest  herself  of  terri- 
fying apprehensions  on  account  of  Lady  Jane ;  for  she  had  seea  that  mysterious  appearance 
and  what  she  saw  she  had  an  undoubted  right  to  believe  ;  she  had  also  heard  the  plaintive 
sound  of  her  voice,  and  knew  she  was  indebted  to  that  singular  appearance,  who  as  a  goer- 
dian  angel  preserved  her  from  Fltsosric*s  power. 

These  recollections  powerfully  possessed  her  mind,  and  caused  her  to  alleviate  the  terror 
she  perceived  Agatha  ■  endure  at  the  bare  imagination  of  the  haunted  chamber  being' 
opened  ;  and  assuming  as  much  serenity  as  she  could,  she  turned  her  eyes  on  the  trembling 
domestic,  and  sighing,  said,  "  Be  not  alarmed,  Agatha ;  f  will  not  open  the  door,  though  the 
cause  of  my  curiosity  is  not  an  idle  one,  yet  I  respect  the  commands  of  the  heads  of  our 
religion,  and  that  mysterious  door  shall  not  be  opened  by  me." 

Agatha  expressed  her  happiness  that  she  would  not  open  the  door  of  the  north  chamber, 
and  made  several  inquiries  concerning  the  different  apartments  in  that  part  of  the  castle* 

While  they  were  discoursing  the  baron  sent  to  request  Elgiva  would  favour  him  with  her 
company. 

Elgiva  at  this  moment  dreaded  the  baron  more  than  ever ;  there  was  not  a  being  on  earth 
she  wished  more  to  avoid.  She  also  recollected  he  had  drawn  her  mother  from  her  chamber 
by  a  similar  specious  pretence,  and  was  under  the  most  alarming  apprehensions  that  he  d^ 
signed  to  alter  her  habitation,  which  would  prevent  her  pursuing  her  wished  for  search. 

She  therefore,  by  the  servant,  begged  she  might  be  permitted  to  decline  attending  him, 
as  the  grief  she  endured  at  the  separation  from  her  mother  had  made  her  unfit  for  company. 

As  soon  as  the  servant  withdrew  to  deliver  his  message,  Agatha  said,  *'  I  am  sure  you  have 
grieved  enough  to  turn  your  brain,  and  what  you  have  seen  must  naturally  increase  yoor 
unhappiness.  Suppose  you  take  a  walk  in  the  garden  ;  the  moon  is  now  risings,  and  it  is  a 
beautiful  night ;  it  may  calm  the  agitation  of  your  troubled  mind.  I  know  when  anything* 
affects  me,  I  feel  my  heart  exceedingly  relieved  by  walking  out  in  the  moonlight." 

**  I  will  be  advised  by  you,"  said  Elgiva,  "  for  my  head  feels  as  troubled  as  my  heart :  but 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  garden ;  if  you  will  accompany  me  I  should  be  glad.** 

**  With  all  my  heart,**  replied  Agatha ;  **  if  you  will  go,  I  will  just  put  the  room  in  oHIer 
and  follow  you ;  perhaps  you  do  not  know  your  way  without  going  down  the  great  stairs,  and 
there  yon  will  meet  the  baron ;  but  If  you  pass  ihe  stairs,  and  proceed  as  if  you  were  going 
to  the  north  gallery,  on  the  right  hand  you  will  see  a  chamber,  through  which  you  must  pars, 
and  you  will  perceive  a  door  on  the  opposite  side — that  door,  wliich  is  of  polished  oak,  will  lead 
yon  into  a  part  of  the  castle  which  I  suppose  you  have  not  yet  seen.  But  if  you  wish  to  see 
it,  1  will  go  with  you  to-morrow  ;  at  present  I  believe  a  little  air  will  do  you  gpod,  for  yon 
look  very  pale.  Go  down  the  stairs  that  you  will  see  facing  yon,  knd  they  will  take  you  into 
the  pasfagc  that  leads  to  the  garden.** 

Elgiva  thanked  her,  and  quitted  the  chamber. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 
Eloiva  pursued  the  direction  lo  minutely  given  by  Agatha,  but  found  she  had  much  difficulty 
to  gain  the  garden ;  for  the  stain  Agatha  mentioned  were  situated  at  the  extremity  of  a  very 
long  winding  passage^  solitary  mdeed ;  and  when  she  found  herself  in  the  garden,  it  was  ht 
such  a  remote  part,  that  she  could  not  easily  tell  where  she  was,  as  she  had  no  recollection  of 
the  place  where  the  haron  one  day  led  her  and  her  mother,  at  least  the  present  appearanoa 
bore  no  resemblance  to  the  garden  she  had  been  in  before.  However,  as  it  was  a  most  de- 
lightful evening,  she  pursued  her  solitary  walk,  hopmg  Agatha  would  not  be  loog  before  she 
joined  her.  Every  rustling  of  the  leaves  occasioned  her  to  start,  as  much,  indeed,  from  fear 
of  the  baron,  of  whom  she  endured  so  much  terror,  that  she  meditated  the  idea  of  secreting 
herself  in  some  remote  part  of  the  castle,  till,  by  some  chance  of  providence,  the  news  might 
arrive  of  the  safety  of  her  mother. 

Absorbed  in  melancholy  reflections,  she  wandered  a  cohsideiable  tim^  amazed  to  think 
what  could  occasion  Agatha*s  long  Stay. 

Meantime  the  baron,  enraged  at  Elgiva's  message,  hastily  quitted  the  parlour*  and  darted 
up  stairs  to  her  apartment,  his  heart  swelling  with  offended  pride ;  and,  finding  only  Agatha, 
began  venting  his  rage  on  her,  insisting  on  knowing  where  Elgiva  was. 

Agatha,  terrified,  and  at  a  loss'  to  know  what  to  say  concerning  her  absence,  was  obliged 
to  own  the  truth,  that  Elgiva  was  in  the  garden,  and  that  she  was  to  follow  her. 

*<  As  you  value  your  life,**  said  Fitzosric,  '*  go  not  to  the  garden ;  I  have  somewhat  to  say 
to  Elgiva.     He  then  quitted  the  chamber. 

Fitzosric  hurried  up  and  down  the  walks,  and  about  half  an  hour  elapsed  in  vain  eeardh 
when  he  thought  he  perceived  the  form  of  Elgiva  glide  through  an  avenue  of  trees  that  led 
to  a  distant  part.  He  increased  hb  speed,  endeavouring  to  quell  the  turbulent  emotions  that 
possessed  his  soul,  and  appear  tranquil  in  her  presence,  as  if  he  hod  suffered  no  alarm. 

'*  My  sweet  Elgiva,**  he  said,  coming  up  and  taking  her  hand,  *'  why  do  you  fly  me  ?  I 
came  to  chide  you,  to  tax  you  with  unkindness.  I  sent  for  you.  I  would  have  attended  you 
here  had  I  known  you  had  a  desire  to  walk.  You  sent  me  a  frivolous  excuse.  Why  did  you 
walk  without  me  ?'* 

*'  Alas !  my  lord,  I  am  only  fit  company  for  myself.  You  are  happy,  but  I  am  sinking  to 
ihe  earth  with  a  weight  of  distresses.  Why,  then,  should  my  unhappiness  cast  a  gloom  over 
your  more  joyous  hours  ?** 

"  You  talk  of  unhappiness."  said  the  baron,  forcing  a  smile.    **  What  can  be  the  cause  ?** 

"  Oh  I  my  lord,**  exclaimed  Elgiva,  **  too  well— too  well  you  know  the  cause." 

"  Well,  well,**  said  Fitzosric,  '*  the  cause  will  be  removed  in  a  day  or  twou  Meantime 
throw  this  romantic  melancholy  from  your  mind«-be  cheerful  I  came  to  talk  with  yoo. 
Why  look  you  so  sad?" 

**  When  the  heart  is  heavy,  my  lord,  the  behaviour  cannot  be  light.  It  is  growing  late ;  I 
will  return.*' 

*'  No,'*  replied  Fitzosric,  **  I  will  not  so  soon  part  with  you ;  so  reconcile  yourself  to  an 
hour's  walk  in  the  garden.  Then  taking  her  arm  under  his,  he  led  her  up  and  down  several 
walks,  and  at  length  seated  himself  in  an  arbour  in^mediately  under  a  high  watch*tower, 
made  Elgiva  sit  beside  him,  and  again  began  discoursing  of  love,  and  vowed  unalterable  afibetioo 
lo  Elgiva.  At  length,  observing  her  uneasinessb  he  promised  he  would  return  with  her  to  the 
castle ;  but  first  insisted  she  should  bestow  on  him  a  kiss  of  forgiveness.  As  he  forcibly  drew 
her  cheek  to  his  lips,  a  deep  groan  issued  f  <  m  the  watch  tower,  and  caused  Fitsotrio  to  start 
and  cast  his  eyes  up  thither.  Elgiva*s  heart  was  torn  with  angoish*  She  seemed  to  recplleoi 
the  sound,  and,  claspug  her  hands  together  as  she  rose  Irom  her  seat,  exdainied,  **  Meroiliil 
^heavens I    Whence  is  that  afliictiog  sound?" 

**  Be  not  alarmed,**  said  Fitxearic;  '*  it  was  but  the  wind  whistling  thmngh  the  leavee  of  tha 
Irees." 

**  (Ni  I  no,  seek  not  to  delude  me— the  voice  is  familiar  to  my  moMory— >twas  not  the  wind* 

Again  a  deep  groan  pierced  her  ewi.   Elgiva  fistenadatteBtivdyttiU  the  agony  she  endured 
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drove  her  almost  to  madnesi ;  and  she  could  not  disengage  her  thoughts  firona  the  object  of  her 
concern  and  dread. 

Pitxotric,  unappalled,  took  her  hand*  and  dra^iqg  her  near  him,  threw  his  arm  roond  ber 
waist.  **  Come,  come,  Elgiva,  you  snfler  such  romantic  notions  to  get  the  better  of  your  good 
•ense,  and  t  ^mII  ceitainly  chide  yon,  and  use  my  authority  in  endeavouring  to  snppren  ludi 
idle  foncies.** 

filgiva  struggled,  and  with  dfflSculty  disengaged  herself  from  hii  hold,  fndignantly  exdabb- 
ing,  '*  Your  authority  I  despise  P — and  turned  away  from  him. 
•*  Return  to  the  castle,**  said  Fittosric ;  **  let  me  conduet  you.** 

"*  Unhappy  wretch  !**  she  cried,  raising  her  eyes  to  the  tower,  **tfaat  ever  I  sfaould  eotcrtiie 
detested  oastie  of  St  Egbert !  where  misery,  oppression,  and  all  their  horron  dwell ;"  and  wHb- 
eot  waiting  any  reply,  she  hastily  turned  away,  leaving  fitioiric  petrified  with  rage  tad 
amasement. 

**  Well,'*  he  exclaimed,  *'  as  she  honours  me  with  such  ideas,  it  will  be  my  fiiult  if  I  do  not 
act  up  to  them.  The  purpose  of  my  soul  was  not  removed,  it  was  only  (fisarmed  in  her  pie- 
•ence,  to  be  renewed  with  greater  fury.  I  shall  be  in  the  castle  before  she  can  retch  it. 
Severely  shall  she  repent  her  rashness.  The  voice  too.  Vengeance  is  mine,*  lifting  his  clenched 
ist  towards  the  watch-tower ;  '*and  it  rejoices  my  heart  to  think  that  in  this  impenetrable 
tewer  Edric,  the  vaUant  Edric,  tbe  FV^rester,  pines  in  ongidsh  1  ■  No  more  shall  thy  deteited 
name  carry  terror  to  an  host  of  enemies,  nor  insult  my  ears  with  thy  conquests.  No  more 
riiall  the  victorious  chief  exult  and  triumph  in  the  smiles  of  his  sovereign  and  country;  Ho- 
nor of  Elgiva  1  My  ambition  first  was  wounded  by  thy  conquests.  Thee  I  hated ;  but  BIgivt's 
loom  pronounced  thy  doom,  and  if  she  la  not  mine,  she  never  shall  be  Edfic*s.'' 

This  said,  he  proceeded  hastily  towards  the  castle,  meditating  by  the  way  how  he  dmald 
^Ufpose  of  Elgiva;  for  he  had  determined  she  should  not  return  to  her  own  chamber..  He 
Mmned  himself  with  having  indulged  her  in  too  much  liberty,  by  aflowlog  her  to  walk  about 
the  eastie  at  pleasure,  and  was  considering  what  part  of  It  should  be  her  prison,  enjoying  a 
savage  exultation  in  the  thought  that  she  would  be  then  more  immediately  in  his  power,  i^ 
whatever  good  she  received,  -she  must  acknowledge  it  to  him,  as  he  was  determined  to  trust  an 
one  with  the  secret  but  himself. 

Pleased  with  the  idea,  he  soon  reached  the  castle,  and  put  on  a  close  cap  and  a  servaoft 
large  coat,  to  disguise  himself,  and  enjoyed  the  idea  of  Elgiva*s  distress,  when  she  disooivered 
into  whose  hands  she  had  ^len. 

I^vidence  interposed  to  save  the  unhappy  Elgiva.  She  fortunately  discovered  the  path 
that  led  to  the  door  by  which  she  came  into  the  garden,  and  was  surprised  to  see  a  light  coming 
at  a  distance  from  a  passage  on  the  right  hand,  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs.  In  a  moment  she 
perceived  Etheiwald  coming  towards  her.  Her  heart  shuddered  with  dread — she  feared  to 
fpeak  to  him ;  and  imagining  he  had  been  to  her  mother,  was  determined  to  seek  that  part  of 
the  building.  Bthelwald  passed  her  without  taking  any  notice,  and  she  flattered  herself  he 
bad  not  seen  her.  One  desire  she  had  was  to  discover  her  mother ;  another,  most  powerfol, 
was  to  conceal  hers^  from  the  baron,  whom  she  dreaded  to  meet  Porsumg  the  passage, 
which  was  dark,  long,  and  narrow,  for  a  considerable  way,  she  dame  to  a  staircase  similar  to 
that  which  she  had  descended.  At  the  top  was  a  window,  for  the  silver  light  of  the  omoo 
fhone  brilliaDtly,  and  ilhimined  the  stairs.  Once  more  the  flatterer,  hope,  began  to  cheer  the 
ihaoet  desponding  heart  of  Elgiva.  She  hastily  ascended  the  stafrcase,  and  ran  swiftly  aloBg 
A  galkry,  en  each  side  of  whieb  were  several  chambers. 

As  she  stood  before  the  door  of  eiie,  she  thought  she  heard  a  low  female  voice,  as  if  in 
prayer.  She  listened,  hoping  ft  might  be  her  mother,  but  felt  the  horror  of  a  disappointmeiit. 
StlH  the  person  seemed  praying,  and  in  more  audible  accents.  She  distinguished  tiiese  words, 
"**  Father  of  meroies !  I  beseeoh  thee  desert  me  not  after  so  many  years  of  triaL  Lord,  bear 
the  prayer  ef  tliy  poor  supplicant.  Preserve  and  protect  my  ehfld,  if  yet  he  livet  — **  Th» 
continuation  was  in  so  low  a  voice  that  the  sound  died  away* 

**  Who  can  St  be?^  said  Elgiva  mentally ;  **  is  it  another  nnfortunate  befaig  imprliwied  by 
the  cruel  Fitzosric  ?    Oh  1  she  will  forgive  me  for  interrupting  her  orisons,  when  I  acqariat 
4^  with  the  )ieiTers  ef  asy  situation.    She  may  inform  me  ef  my  dear  nether*    She  nay  tdl 
Bn  A0r  /  tti^  «ve«jw  lids  iMiTid  eastW,  fA4  tMlnoTe  M«*ft^ 


IDHC;  THB  FORfi«TER.  ST 

Uaabk U qiM  hcf  i«|iiiiMm,  At  api»ad the  dUw r aid roriwd  forwant  Tberoomhad 
laMpi»it»a«^«ia,diiUm.eoiMif  A>pwariwA.arlflBwWjuitaiirinyfh^  faM^koMt;  Tba 
jtikmmtawam  wtnmA  thi  mMjtr  f  Iffc  wd,  vviMB  t*  her  Mailt  aawmiffne  lad 
ike.baMd.tb»fBni.«f  Lm^  J«m  Ftatwta.  8*mBiM«i9wa»B||lf«bj-tbreoiiCaii|. 
i^^  emotioiit  that  swelled  ia  her  botom  for  pre-emineiiee,  that  the  cootfamed  gaxing^  <ni  Uttf 
plMBtoei4M  it  aitiaaecd  tmmurit  her,  til  hy  JBeeiibie  liegmm  ih#  wm  ao  overpowervd  that 
dM^jaak-iei— !■■■  at:tlii»fheia#  LadyJaaei  jMt  t  liMratwtehed  iprtii  her  amr to  satv  ber. 

Lad  J  Jaoe — for  it  was  Lady  Jane  beraelf ! — firat  lecured  the  door,  to  proTent  iDtniiioii»  thao 
hMtonnd  to  reKofo  tho  nafonwMle  ol^eoi  bofoiifr  her»  whUi  iha  aaoir  Moonipligfaed,  raising 
tiM CnUo anAaaronirfiod  K^^mimhm araa, and  eaainctfiif  hv lo i^oiiioli to r«pow  tin sho 
HMCiflUieiifllyrafeorad.  Eiglvaeoii  ograloftdglaneonthoklndMy^MRlsaMl  '^Aogttlor 
■MrtiW>towhon»I  — isdohledfarlMa  ytidiuM^  acoe|it:«y  tkanboi  it  it  all  tbo  imhappy 
botog  wbahaa  drawwyoar  atteatiflm  haa  to  bettov*.^ 

-Baaooivrtodk'*  Mpli«lt]Mladyiilthahaaifnaa*HrilB^  '^^avldoaoialamyoaneir;  teO 
mmU  loaaanf. nay aenra yon.* 

**  fifay  1  Imow  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  this  Uadaass'T  said  Elglva, 

**  Pediapa  yoa  liaia  haasd  of  Lady  Jane*" 

«*Ihavar' 

*■  I  aaihat  aaftirtaaate  wamam**  ^M  tha  lady ;  **  thiHeeo  yaaai  baro  elapsed  since  it  was 
nportod  I  was  dead  (as  at  mafe  Isisose  I  will  ialsna  yooX  aadfiwo  tiMt  time  I  ha^  hiha-* 
Utad  this  chamber  aad  tha  adjoinhif  roaaak  lUais  tho  aorth,  asaally  eaUed  the  hnonted 
chanbar.  Some  of  yoar  story  I  hata  been  iafoffmed  el  by  onrliidlMtl  serraat.  TeR  me  the 
Teasan  that  broaght  yaa  hefa*" 

Elgftva  replied,  **  liiad  a  mother,  the  oaAy  comfiDrt  left  ma  ha  this  diaadM  plaee.  Three 
diffago  tha  baran  took  her  lirom  me.  He  says  she  haa  left  tha  oasttc  Thfs  f  ntrrr  can 
liefieve.  She  would  not  have  left  me  behind  her,  imroaaded  by  evft.  Pitiosrie  strfms  to 
appaaae  my  fears.  To  avoid  him  I  went  into  the  garden ;  thither  ha  folkmad  me,  woonding 
■ir.aars  with  declarations  of  love.  1  haive  offended  him,  and  to  avoid  hismge  I  fh?ws-^I  knoir 
atot  whither.  Chance  conducted  me  to  your  1adyship*s  abode,  for  when  the  fear  of  the  bannt' 
had  subsided,  my  tboaghto  returned  to  my  mother,  whom  1  hava  songbt  for,  bat  in  vahi.  I 
haaa  examined  every  room  in  the  north  gaHery  in  hopes  ta  find  her,  and'  hesitated  wftathfer  I 
ahoold.not  open  the  door  of  the  hauated  ehamben    This  is  briefly  what  I  have  to  r^ate," 

•*  And  yoa  saspaot  your  mother  is  still  in  the  castle  ?"  saM  Lady  Jane;  ««if  so,  mafceyoor 
heart  eaay-.- a  bm  hours  will  enable  me  to  learn  something  coDeamh^  her*  At  prtosent  It 
waald  be  daageioos  to  veoture  ia  search ;  for  if  tha  baron  is  ofliemM  with  yon,  bo  may  cob** 
tinne  watching,  in  hopes  of  g^Ufying  his  passions." 

Elgiva  shuddered  at  the  mention  of  his  name,  and  the  tears  trickled  doww  her  dieels  as 
jha  cMther  eyes  towards  the  ground,  to  ceaeeal  them  from  bar  kind  aaditreai. 

**  Fear  not,"  said  Lady  Jaae^  tenderly  takkig  her  hand,  •*!  promise  yen  proCeetfoa;  with 
me  learn  to  fear  no  ill.  This  chamber  is  sacred;  even  the  wretoh^  Fitiosric,  daret  not  enter 
iMfe;  dauntloM  as  he  is  in  all  other  eaterprisesy  hit  seal  sbrinka  with  dread  and  bftrror  when- 
avar  he  peeseats  hiasself  before  the  sappoaed  inaeesssible  door  of  the  north  chamber.'* 

Elgiva  raised  her  tkald  eyes  towards  her  kM  protectress,  aad  endeavoured  to  speak  bar 
thanks,  which  Lady  Jane  paroeMng,  put  her  hand  to  her  lipa  aa  a  token  for  wishing  heir  sflence ; 
than  whispered,  **  Who  kiiaws  bat  the  baron,  hanied  by  rage  aad  disappointment,  may  have 
trcapassed  on  the  north  gallery?  If  bo  hm,  tha  sound  of  your  voice  may  be  distliignfaboi; 
Follow  roe— I  will  lead  you  to  a  remote  closet,  where  we  may  speak  more  freely.** 

Elgiva  arcaa  and  ailently  foUowad  her  cendaetraes,  as  OMKh  now  overeeaie  with  astonkAi* 
laeBtt  as  a  fow  minutes  beforo  aba  was  with  teiaor. 

Lady  Jane  ledker  througk  two  or  three  roams  beiNa  she  reaehad  the  one  whksh  she  thought 
most  secure,  and  desired  Elgiva  to  rsnMin  thara  while  she  my  limmd  at  tha  eastla,  as  there  she 
woold  be  free  from  tha  baMA.  Elglvathen  reqneated  Lady  Jaaa  woald  tedalga  her  wkh  the 
SMaonatof  bawahacamaUritlda  tfaern  aa  evavybody  hi  tha  eastla  believad  4w  had  bee« 
yoam. 
1  will  gratifjryottr  eariority,"  said  Lidy  Jane ;  **  your  seeing  ne  must  ctrtrtdyhft^ia  t^ufc\ 
you.**. 
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"  I  was  the  only  daughter  of  Arthur,  Earl  of  Devon,  and  wai  nanried  aft  the  age  of  aeven- 
teen  tea  young  nobUinan»  Albert,  Earl  of  Wailingfordt  for  whom  I  had  an  extreme  aflhetioo, 
and  by  whom  I  was  tenderly  beloved.  Dear,  iU4kted  youth  I  I  never  think  of  or  mention  hir 
name  but  the  tean  flow  in  remembrance  of  the  once  happy  houn  I  enjoyed,  and  of  hit  miie* 
rable  end. 

**  In  bis  childhood  a  friendship  commenced  between  him  and  Bertrand  Fltvoirie,  ion  to  the 
late  Baron  Fltzoaric.  They  were  educated  together,  and  their  friendship  increaaed  with  their 
years. 

**When  Lord  Wallingford  married,  Bertrand  Fitiosrie  would  frequently  visit  us,  ind 
stay  with  us  two  or  three  months  togetlier ;  his  conduct  and  manners  appeared  so  amiable 
that  he  engaged  every  one's  esteem.  His  person  was  truly  degant,'  his  behaviour  noble, 
and  apparently  disinterested ;  he  seemed  to  rejoice  that  his  IKend  was  so  happy  in  his  marriage : 
in  a  word,  he  was  everything  a  person  should  hope  to  find  in  a  friend  be  valued  above  ail 
others.  Yet,  under  this  external  semblance  of  every  virtue,  a  heart  was  vefled  of  the  blackest 
nature,  and  deceit  and  villany  had  chosen  to  fix  their  abode  in  a  person  which  for  external 
beauty  had  no  equal  except  my  WalUngtbrd. 

''As  Lord  Wallingford  seemed  never  so  happy  as  when  Fitsosric  was  one  of  our  party 
(though  he  loved  me  most  aflTectiooately),  he  was  the  oitener  with  us  ;  and  his  behavionr  was 
always  so  respectful  to  me,  so  entirely  remote  from  giving  me  any  oflfbnce ;  his  whc^  sou! 
appeared  so  truly  devoted  to  Lord  Wallingford;  so  solicitous  for  his  happiness ;  and  he  sa 
studied  in  every  drcumttance  to  prove  himself  his  friend,  that  he  gained  my  esteem  also. 

'*  We  bad  be«i  married  twdve  months  when  our  happiness  was  augmented  by  the  birth  of 
a  lovely  boy.  Need  I  mention  how  dear  he  was  to  me  ?  Lord  Wallingford's  Joy  equalled 
mine ;  but  this  addition  to  our  happiness  was  severely  embittered  by  the  report  that  the  Danes 
had  landed,  when  every  lord  assembled  with  his  vassals  to  oppose  them.  My  son  was  only 
three  months  old  when  this  event  happened. 

^  The  Baron  Fitsosric  had  lately  died.  Bertrand  now  bore  his  father^  title ;  and,  collectings 
bis  forces,  jofaied  Lord  Wallingford,  and  went  forth  to  oppose  the  incurskms  of  the  commoir 
enemy. 

*•  When  Lord  Wallingford  bade  me  fiuvwell  In  the  morning  of  that  ftital  day,  a  deadly  shi- 
vering seised  me.  My  prophetic  heart  dreaded  approaching  ill.  I  sighed  to  think  Lord 
Wallingford  might  perhaps  return  no  more— that  In  the  field  of  battle  I  might  lose  all  that  vrar 
dear  to  me.  I  could  not  conceal  my  tears  at  the  bare  imagination.  Lord  Wallingford  caught 
the  soft  infection,  and  struggled  to  suppress  his  fedings ;  then  endeavoured  to  appease  mtf 
apprehensions,  and  bade  me  welcome  him  with  smfles,  as  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  he  riiould 
return  viotorious. 

**  He  embraced  me,  and  sighiog,  parted. 

**  I  gazed  after  him  till  I  could  no  longer  distinguish  him  from  the  rest,  tlien  turned  fttmr 
the  window  and  wept.  Alas  1  I  saw  him  no  more ;  and  treachery  deprived  me  of  eveiy 
oomfort  when  Lord  Wallingford  died. 

"  In  the  evening,  while  I  was  sitting  attending  my  son,  a  servant  brought  me  a  letter.  It 
came  from  Fitsosric.  He  expressed  his  sorrow,  and  his  inability  to  appear  before  me^  ar 
he  was  the  herald  of  distressing  news ;  and  pathetically  lamented  the  loss  of  his  friend,  whose 
body  had  been  pierced  by  an  arrow  in  a  skirmish  which  had  unfortunately  taken  place.  N<r 
more  I  read— my  senses  seemed  overturned,  I  sunk  to  the  floor,  whence  I  was  taken  by  my 
maids  to  my  chamber,  and  for  three  days  was  insensible  to  everything,  totally  overcome  with 
grieC 

**  On  the  fourth  day  I  appeared  more  composed,  and  recollected  the  loss  I  had  sustafaied. 
I  wished  to  leave  my  chamber,  and  wondered  why  my  attendants  wished  to  detain  me  there^ 
My  pressing  inquiries  were  at  length  complied  with.  I  was  Informed  Lord  Wallingford  was 
going  to  be  buried,  and  they  feared  the  sight  would  be  too  great  a  diock; 

*'  I  requested  I  might  see  him,  assuring  them  I  should  not  be  happy  If  they  prevented  me. 
They  consented.  I  saw  my  beloved  lord— kissed  his  dear  pale  dieek,  cold  in  death,  pressed 
his  dear  insensible  hand  to  my  breaking  heart,  while  I  uttered  a  fiirewell  till  we  met  In  the 
realms  of  Uiss  etemaL 

^  ^'  r  ^p0i[0^  t||0  Baron  FItxosric  entered  \n  deep  mQurD\u|;%    Uj6  ^^^^^^^^  toe  widi ' 
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icfptctfal  awe^  tnd  begged  me  to  retire,  geatly  chiding  me  fbr  Indalging  the  moamful  sight, 
ag  be  feei«d  it  would  be  too  much  for  my  apirita  to  tapport,  and  thereby  renew  my  grief.  I 
tbanlied  him  for  his  care,  and  tlie  kind  eonoem.he  tooli  in  my  sorrows,  and  the  loss  of  his 
friend.  He  told  me  his  heart  would  not  acquit  him  if  he  did  not  pay  every  regard  to  hls^ 
friend  on  this  side  the  grave,  and  said  he  was  going  as  chief  mourner,  determined  he  would 
not  fmrsalie  him  tothe  last 

**  Again  I  thanked  him.  I  was  requested  to  retire,  as  they  were  going  to  remove  him. 
I  obeyed,  as  my  grief  was  distressing;  but,  anxious  to  behold  my  Wallingford  to  the  last,  T 
walked  the  gallery,  supported  by  two  of  my  maids,  till  I  saw  tiie  moumfol  procession  com^ 
mence ;  and  after  they  were  gone  I  turned  away,  and  found  relief  in  tears. 

**  This  was  a  melancholy  period  of  my  life.  My  son  now  wanted  a  father*s  support ;  he 
daimed  a  double  share  of  my  tenderness,  and,  but  for  him.  I  could  have  wished  to  have  shared' 
the  grave  of  Lord  WalKngford.  He  waa  a  most  engaging  child,  and  oftentimes,  when  I  have- 
wept  for  hours  the  loss  of  my  beloved  husband,  I  have  turned  for  comfort  to  the  innocent 
caresses  of  my  adored  boy.  Fitsocrio  often  called  to  inquire  after  our  health,  always  speaking 
with  the  deepest  and  moat  heartfelt  concern  for  the  lou  of  his  earliest  friend.  His  visits  were> 
short ;  but  I  felt  a  consolation  in  seeing  any  one  who  had  been  the  friend  of  my  husband,  or 
who  could  talk  to  me  about  him ;  an  inexpressible  pleasure  seemed  to  possess  my  mind  when  con- 
vwiing  of  one  so  tenderly  beloved.  Fitsosric  still  appeared  the  same  generous  friend ;  he  seemed 
to  love  my  son  for  the  sake  of  Wallingford  i  he  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  all  my  concerns ; 
my  steward  had  not  been  faithful ;  he  detected  him  in  oppressing  my  tenants,  and  generously 
ollbred*  for  the  sake  of  his  dear  lamented  friend,  to  see  that  my  son  and  I  were  not  imposed  on. 

**  Lord  Wallingford  had  been  dead  ten  months,  the  poignancy  of  my  grief  had  abated ;  but* 
alat !  there  was  not  anything  that  could  erase  it.  A  calm  had  succeeded,  as  I  knew  the  losr 
waa  irreparable,  but  his  dear  memory  I  loved  to  indulge  in  secret  Fitzosric  now  tenderiy^ 
ventured  to  declare  his  affection  for  me,  entreating  that  I  would  not  reject  his  suit,  but  consider 
him  not  only  a  lover  but  a  sincere  friend,  urging  the  great  esteem  Lord  Wallingford  had  for 
him;  and  that  he  was  conBdent,  if  it  were  possible  his  spirit  could  know  I  had  made  choice  or 
him  as  a  second  husband,  he  wouki  be  happy.  I  assured  the  baron  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
marry  again ;  I  felt  it  Impossible  even  to  forget  Lord  Wallingford ;  that  my  affections  were 
boned  with  him  in  the  silent  grave ;  and  all  that  remained  In  my  disconsolate  heart  were 
devoted  to  my  child,  iirom  whom  no  power  could  estrange  them.  He  seemed  entirely  satisfied, 
and  forbore  mentioning  any  more  on  the  subject  But  though  Fitzosric  declined  speaking  to 
me,  he  made  his  affection  known  to  my  father,  hb  unde,  and  several  others  of  his  friends,  as 
also  to  aome  of  Lord  Wallingford's,  who  knowing  the  great  friendship  that  existed  betweenr 
them,  highly  approved  of  hb  addresses ;  and  in  less  than  a  month  I  had  all  my  friends  Impor- 
tuning in  behalf  of  Fitzosric.  I  gave  the  same  reply  that  1  had  before  given  to  him ;  they 
persuaded  me  to  give  over  lamenting  for  him  who  could  not  be  recalled.  My  fother,  particu- 
larly, strenuously  entreated  I  would  accept  the  addresses  of  the  baron,  and  hoped  to  see  me 
happy  again. 

**  By  repeated  entreatiea  I  found  It  difficult  to  refose  them ;  my  resolution  was  often  argued* 
cmt  of  the  question,  and  my  absurd  notions,  aa  they  were  called,  were  deemed  opposition  to 
my  best  friends.  Fitzosric  at  times  hinted  how  happy  I  should  make  him,  if  I  consented  ^o 
bia  wishes  and  those  of  my  fomfiy.  Three  months  rolled  away  In  thb  manner.  I  woe 
lieartlly  vexed  that  my  father  should  Jofai  the  confederacy  hi  tormentfaig  me,  and  not  suffer  me 
to  indulge  the  desire  of  my  mind,  to  mourn  my  irreparable  loss,  and  to  cherish  the  affection  I 
Iwre  my  son.  The  baron  now  became  an  ardent  lover,  and  his  unremitting  attention  certainly 
Inereased  my  esteem.  I  valued  him  for  the  sake  of  Wallingford ;  and  led  by  the  persuasions  of 
ny  friends,  my  oonsent  was  extorted,  and  in  the  space  of  another  month  unhappily  I  becamo 
the  wife  of  Fitzosric,  who  vowed  eternal  love,  and  that  it  should  never  know  a  diange. 

**  I  soon  perceived  the  dreadful  error  I  had  committed,  from  which  there  was  no  retreat. 
The  baron's  vowed  love  and  constancy  was  of  short  duration.  He  soon  began  to  neglect  and 
ill-Creat  me.  Oh  I  how  unlike  my  WalKngford,  from  whom  I  never  received  a  frown ;  nor  did 
I  know  what  a  harsh  reply  was  tOl  I  became  united  to  Fitzosric.  Lord  Wallingford  never 
called  my  eondnct  In  question;  now,  alas !  I  could  do  nothing  to  please.  My  chlld«  ttM^m^sk 
negteBtad,  and  his  Ultle  heart  fbit  the  ehange  from  the  torm^t  a\Xtti^^Tk  as«^  VstAu«^\^^>^^fl^^ 
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bMtowcd  on  bim.    DuriagtLord  WaUiagliBnirtf  KK  wiMtt  im^.hmi  — dhrfHtiMriiflK 
Ialw«ytUio«fhthinioCaaHd,p6«oMbl»4«niiMr;  ht  — ip^  hffwn  wy  tp 
ptMioa  titel  terriiad  ni^  and  evory  dowMtk  te  tlM  milte  fdi  *»effMl««rii|  Im  w  w 
OMMb  didiked  by  all  mj  aarvaDla  an  Lord  WaUii«flbiid  ha*4MeitlMbred» 

^Two  yeara  i^aiitd  oa^ with  laadoB  ifkig&,  Htiaarie iav» way f-^^ary  y—iimb  aadhfc 
will  wai  at  a  law.  My  beloved  child  had  now  no  parent  bat  met  WHtamHrnt, 
apBOared  to  Idoliie  him,,  now  totally  diarcgaffded  biat  (  aadi  ho-aeeBDodaasfy  ^phaM 
me  take  any  notiea  of  bkn.  At  thi»peria4  however^  I  waa  doomed  touifwriieo  ttao  mmfc' 
poignant  dietrem  ai  amthor  can  /eel* 

'*  The  baron  came  haatiiy  to  mo  ooo  morning;  and  bodame  poapam  fee  nahopi  jommoy,  mk 
a  vfelt  to  a  reUtioB*ti  'and  wo  will  take  the  boy  with  a%*  aaid  te  Bty  heart  lapawmirt  a 
nay  of  ploaaare^  and  llbadly  iattored  myaoll  that  my  dear  ilfld  woaldrHgniahii  inmnri  War 
were  toon  ready :  BtheWraldand  Bemulpbk  two  of  the  baroa'a  teiYat^wawr  Wpt  with  W9^m 
ho  waa  proud  of  hSa  attendantfc  The  day  wai  paimd  tery  agieaahiy»  aad  I  waa  aainilatfmly 
happy  to  obaenre  tha  fond  attootioa  whieh  the  baron  beatowad  oa  my  dhflUL  V^ktm  wm 
quitted  the  company,  Fitaoario  reqaoated  a  lady,  who  waa  tlmia^  woaM  aomaBpaay  aa-huai^ 
aadapendaiewdayaat  St  Egbert*!  Caitlo^  Sho  agreed ;  aad^  oa  oar  ratma,  tfm  yoaagladf 
went  in  oar  carriage,  aad  my  child  retamed  with  Bthelwaldto  aoeeaaaaidate  bar*  Oar  aaniaga 
waa  at  home  k»g  bofiMO  the  arrival  of  Ethelwald*  Fhll  three  haara  ef  ageaiaiag  idMiHiia  did 
1  eiperieooe  to  know  what  ooald  detain  thenu  Fltaanrio  tainwroared  t»  appaaae  my  fiaaa; 
and  I  iniisted on  aeodini^ tome  of  the  aenraata  to diaooeer  the caamof  their  ioag  atayr  for  i 
wM  cenam  tone  aocideat  detained  them.  At  length  ho  toaaaatai  thai  leaao  ooa  abMld  g»i^ 
^and,  not  long  after,  I  heard  the  looad  of  a  carriaga  enter  the  oemri^yaedL  €k  I  hoar 
heart  beat  with  apprehearion  I  I  flew  like  lightaiag  to  tha  haU :  tham  I  aam  BthehmU 
Bomalph,  who  looked  al  me,  aad  qaiokly  averted  their  fimei;  wUch  aoeaaad  to 
thing  dreadlhl.  <  Where  i«  the  child  ?*  I  eadaimed,  not  teeing  him.  A 
bomm  of  Ethelwald,  but  Bemolph  walked  away  witbeat  deignm9.tor  giro  mo  as  aaawani.  I 
waa  almoat  frantic ;  neither  atemed  willing  to  taliafy  my  ioqafaringdiaMa and  ftaaa. 

**  At  length  Ethelwald  replied,  *  My  worthy  lady,  pardoa  tha  wrelofa  that  ia  aUigad  «a 
apeak  distretsiag  newt ;  tho  mitfortnne  that  hat  befidlen  aa  griataa  nqr  heart  to  rHaia  Oar 
young  matter  tat  on  my  knee,  looking  oat  of  the  carriage  window;  I  had  faAea 
I  atarted  at  from  a  dream ;  Bemalph  waa  atleep  by  my  tido ;  bat  tha  chfld 
oalltd  to  the  driver  to  ttop,  aa  I  feared  the  child  had  fiiUea  oai  of  tho  wii 
laoeived  aome  hart ;  tho  driver  waa  greatly  alaimed;  he  taraed  the 
oat  of  the  carriage  to  ditoover  whore  the  child  waa.  Alat  1  my  lady^  aboat  a  qumtm  of  a 
arile  baok  we  had  created  a  brook,  which  waa  rannhig  rapidly;  vra  gat  iato  thar.oamiaga  fa 
crom  it,  and  ont  again  when  we  rtoobed  tho  other  aide;  where  wa  eeatfaiaed  loelhiR  waA 
aearching  in  vain,  fer  beyond  thorn  placea  which  I  ramember  tha  child'  had  obeeimil  by  th* 
way.  Finding  how  fmitlem  our  tearoh  waa,  we  deterauaed  to  proceed  ta  St  Egberts  Omtla^ 
anknowiog  what  to  toy,  or  how  to  act,  aa  we  could  not  ditcover  our  young  lord  aMewtima  ; 
my  feara  point  to  the  brook;  1  dread  lett  he  theaid  havo  fUikm  oat  of  tim  vrinriairiBlatlte 
water.     Indeed  it  must  be  to,  or  we  thoald  havo  eeea  kim.* 

«'Unabletohearthieditlfactingaccoaat,IlahitedaaayvBadamtjattlaaiaaaaitaafiBWm» 
aMity  to  my  chamber,  where  I  contiaaed  aevaral  woeka,  aoamMh  had  the  timek  of  tha  laaa  oC 
tha  ooly  heir  to  the  eautee  of  Lord  WalUi^^fmd  aflbetad  myapMH^  aari  piwgiil  mi  inli  i 
abym  ef  giief  aad  deepair  which  eaoeeda  all  daetiiptiea. 

«  Whea  1  reeovoredL  FUiotric  appeared  rather  amra  kind  than  I  had  loen  Um 
tfaaa.    Heoengratalatodmoon  myraoovai7;aBdtaldawIhadbaanilaiBo* 
wWah  time,*  he  taid,  '  I  havo  nwdo  every  pemihie  iaqohy  im*  Laid 
or  alive ;  bat  ia  vain.* 

"lij  liim  niiiii  il  ■liMiiliBtlj  I  Ini  I  liifBiii  Ihai  iii  1iin|  ■  iptii  iif  llaia  had  ilif  il.  mil 
■a  hifeil1gani,e  ooald  he  gajaedof  what  waa  biiamt  of  myaen.    Urn  hamn  aatiaaiud 
ta  grieve  Ibr  what  waa  oaavoidahio;  aad.  aiaoo  it  waa  iaqmedhlo  ta  aappaee  that  ha 
ta  aadtavtm  to  reejga  myeelf  to  the  witt  of  heaven.    BythedmdhafaByaoa,  HlaeaHa 
afaftthoeatateeof  Lord  Walliagibrd.     M|y 
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«MmB6,  widMvt  Mrigirfng  uy  cane  wliy  he  thonld  be  foirerned  )>y  sadi  tumttltiKNit  pmjflfn, 
Mf  grief  grew  into  a  lettled  metaneholy,  for  I  nerer  coaM  (brget  my  ecm.  Tet  I  waa  oftm 
*<JUige4  lo  atsmae  a  eheeribhiest  fareigii  to  my  heart  in  the  preeenee  df^he  baron,  lert  I  vhoidd 
■Hlgtad  h(m.  However,  I  eonld  not  eetrange  my  melindioly  thongfatt  -Awn  the  myiterioiM 
hm  of  my  child :  the  more  I  refiected,  the  more  fher«  appeared  something  oo  ringnlar,  thai  I 
Ibared  it  was  not  altogether  accident,  though  I  chedLed  the  dreodihl  thonghit,  being  miwilHag 
lo  harbonr  nnjast  tofpicioni  of  anybody ;  but  these  ideas,  instead  of  beimr  Tooted  from  tty 
jnind,  obtained  a  firm  footing  there. 

**  In  thb  nnhapy  manner  six  years  passed  away,  when  the  tiaso  draw  near  tOii  very  extra- 
•ordinary  crisis  of  my  fate.  I  bad  often  been  informed  that  Lord  Ifttotrio  was  a  great  nberfline; 
but  his  ill  treatment  to  me  had  taken  away  all  my  regard ;  and  I  Mt  no  kind  of  jealousy  wlien 
I  knew  he  was  on  an  excursion  to  a  favourite  mistress,  aa  I  was  happy  «t  bis  'absence.  I 
Bover  then  could  account  for  it ;  but  though  he  was  by  everybody  allowed  to  be  a  very  hand- 
gome,  engaging  man,  there  was  a  sensation  of  horror  always  playing  round  my  heart  whenever 
I  saw  him.  One  day,  after  the  baron  had  been  absent  about  a  week,  my  maid  informed  me  an 
tid  man  wished  to  speak  to  me.  I  ordered  him  to  be  admitted.  He  with  teort  rehited  the 
iCmoM  of  his  distress.  '  Dear  lady,*  said  the  venerable  mourner,  *  I  have  a  daughter,  the  only 
'tpomfort  and  support  of  my  age ;  her  name  Is  Birtha ;  stie  is  admired  and  beloved  by  all  the 
igood  people  of  the  village,  and  my  lord  the  baron  has  stolen  her  from  me.  I  hope  your  lady- 
lidp  is  not  offended,  but  I  cannot  help  speaking  as  I  do ;'  and  the  lean  towed  down  his  aged 
cheeks. 

« I  begged  him  to  proceed,  that  I  might  know  how  to  nerve  him.  He  eontinued— <  The 
Imien  called  at  my  cottage  about  a  month  ago,  being  rather  fotigued  wRh  riding,  and  asked  to 
lest  a  little  till  his  carriage  arrived,  which  he  had  sent  for.  My  BiKba  plaeed  before  him  the 
bnst  refreshments  our  poor  house  afforded ;  I  could  easily  discern  that  he  took  more  notice  of 
•Birtha  than  pleased  me.  After  he  was  gone,  I  hinted  to  her  my  thoughts;  her  ideas  were  the 
jMone  as  mine,  yet  she  did  not  suspect  that  he  inteod^  any  ill.  However,  I  grew  more 
mtpicious,  and  Birtha  more  on  her  guard,  when  he  came  on  some  frivolous  pretence  the  next 

day. 

i  •*<  Almost  every  day  he  visited  us.  It  was  too  great  an  honour  for  such  poor  folks  as  we  lo 
expect  But  I  feared  to  offend  him  by  mentioning  my  thoughts.  At  length  he  made  Birtha 
m  great  offer,  if  she  would  consent  to  live  with  him  a  life  of  infamy.  Birtha'a  heart  Is  honest, 
though  poor,  and  would  despise  an  action  that  would  bring  the  Mush  of  shame  upon  her 
-cheeks ;  and,  though  a  knrd,  she  dared  to  tell  him  that  she  folt  herself  degraded  by  such  on 
infamous  proposition,  and  desired  be  would  come  no  more. 

<*  *  The  baren  declared  he  would  not  leave  the  house  till  she^had  forgiven  him  ;  but  Birtha 
naid  she  never  would,  nor  should  ever  forget  the  Insult  he  oflbred ;  and  he  went  away  seem- 
ingly  much  displeased. 

«**  Birtha  faiformed  me  of  ft,  and  declared,  if  he  ever  came  again,  she  should  not  see  him. 
Three  or  four  days  after  he  came,  but  never  saw  Birtha,  nor  did  he  inquire  after  her ;  so  that 
I  thought  he  only  made  the  offer  hi  jest,  to  see  how  fkr  poor  people's  honesty  may  be  tempted. 
But  woe  to  the  man  who  can  trifle  with  the  feelings  of  fainocenee,  and,  screened  by  his  great, 
mesa,  disgrace  the  elevnted  situation  he  holds  in  life  by  perpetrating  the  worst  of  crimes ! 
My  child !— my  only  hope  I-^went  to  market  and  never  returned.     Some  of  her  companions 
informed  me  they  saw  her  in  a  carriage  with  the  baron.     My  almost  broken  heart  ooidd 
account  for  her  abeence  no  other  vray.    I  detormhied  to  ask  the  baron ;  I  thought  he  woiU 
■  Mt  deny  the  truth.  He  saw  my  grief  nnmoved*he  protested  he  knew  nothhig  of  Birtha ;  but 
I  began  to  doubt  his  ialenm  assertions.     He  seenmd  angry  at  my  snspielons,  and  I  leahhn* 
•Imt  in  my  mfaid  I  was  resolved  to  watcAi  him  wherever  he  went,  and  get  sonae  of  my  neighhovfi 
to  do  so  Ukewise. 

•*  *  Vain  was  my  search  for  neariy  a  week,  when  I  accidentally  discovered  that  he  mutu  to 
a  honse  about  seven  mHw  off,  wheie  I  found  the  baron  ImkI  carried  Birtha.    I  ruriwd  uato  the 
iMuse  and  demanded  my  daoghter.    The  baron  was  anrpriaed;  hvft  he oorid M*  now  4Imiiii 
Ids  knowledge  of  where  she  was.    My  poor  dear  girl  ant  at  the  table.    'Ohlisy^ettr  ^Wr,' 
said  she,  'take  me,  take  me  hence.'    '  It  is  my  desire,'  I  repMed.    •  We*,*  mH  th«  ^unmt 
«  since  I  aee  iMW  i«hictaBtly  yon  fait  vov  fothflr»  Md  kow  «esM\i  %R^ ' 
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will  restore  700  to  hikn.  Siward,  rdy  on  my  honour  &nd  veracity ;  your  daoghter  ahel  It 
wHh  yon  before  suniet ;  bnt  as  yon  are  fatigued,  and  yon  have  a  long  way  to  go>  take  ooe  tf 
my  hortea,  and  go  home;  provide  ao  entertainment  suitahle  for  our  arrival;  I  will  bring  Birttm 
home  in  a  carriage ;  for  at  the  hai  not  been  very  well,  and  almost  everybody  it  seenu  knowa 
about  her  havii^  left  you,  *tis  for  her  sake  I  wish  to  return  her,  and  to  have  as  Urn  people 
gase  at  her  as  possible.  Nay,  before  your  arrival,  I  had  determined  to  bring  her  home  to«day ; 
for  she'  seems  so  melancholy,  I  heartily  repent  the  foUy  I  have  been  guilty  of,  and  sincerely 
ask  pardon/ 

'  Birtha  foil  on  her  knees.  '  Thanks,  thanks  r  she  exclaimed ; '  let  me  return  to  my  fother, 
and  1  win  forgive  everything.'  To  which  the  baron  replied, '  I  call  heaven  to  vritneas  yon 
ahall  be  with  your  fothca*  to-night.' 

** '  Well,  my  lord,'  said  I, '  I  must  belteve  yon  after  you  have  made  such  a  solemn  promise; 
let  me  embrace  my  daughter,  and  then  your  orders  shall  be  obeyed.'  I  pressed  my  dear 
■ifixl  to  my  sorrowing  heart;  and,  fearful  of  offending  him  by  seeming  to  doubt  his  hoaeur, 
I  took  my  leave. 

**  *  I  travelled  leisurely  home ;  my  heart  was  very  heavy,  and  well  it  might  I  reached  heme 
two  fun  hours  before  the  time  the  baron  appointed  to  be  there.  I  busied  myself  In  pteparim 
.what  my  cottage  could  produce,  expecting  his  arrival  Then  again  my  heart  mi^fave  m^ 
and  I  doubted  his  honour.  Night  came,  and  no  baron  nor  Birtha.  I  watched— I  went  eol 
to  listen  if  I  could  hear  the  sound  of  any  carriage—all  was  still  as  death ;  and  so,  to  shorten 
my  sad  story,  I  remained  all  night  till  my  mind  became  almost  distracted. 

**  *  As  soonas.it  was  light,  I  mounted  the  horse  the  baron  had  given  me,  and  rode  to  the 
.place.    There,  to  increase  my  woes,  I  found  the  baron  had  quitted  the  house,  and  taken  Birtha 
with  him,  about  half  an  hour  after  I  left  it. 

**  *  Mad  with  rage,  grief,  and  disappointment,  I  returned  to  my  cottage.  It  remained  w^ 
disturbed ;  the  wicked  gentleman  who  had  called  heaven  to  witness  to  the  faith  he  vowed  to 
me  had  broken  his  oath,  and  had  now  entirely  deprived  me  of  my  daoghter.  Unknowiiy 
where  to  seek  or  what  to  do,  I  have  ventured  to  lay  before  your  ladyship  this  dreadful  story, 
beseeching  you,  if  you  have  any  influence  over  my  lord,  to  entreat  he  will  restore  me  n^ 
^ughter ;  if  be  will,  I  will  study  to  forget  all  that  has  passed,  and  bleu  the  goodness  that 
brought  Birtha  back  to  mc' 

'*  Shocked  in  the  extreme  to  find  my  husband  capable  of  such  villany,  I  could  yet  only 
partake  of  Siward*s  sorrows,  without  a  hope  of  alleviating  them.  I  never  shared  the  baroa% 
-confidence,  and  if  I  should  venture  to  mention  the  sufferer's  complaint,  he  would  vow  Tea* 
geance  for  daring  to  pry  into  his  secrets. 

**  So  situated,  how  oould  I  soften  the  poignant  feelings  of  this  afiSicted  father  ?  To  appease 
his  anguish,  I  promised  to  exert  every  endeavour,  and  to  give  him  the  earliest  intelligence  aa 
soon  as  I  could  ascertain  where  his  unhappy  child  was. 

**  The  poor  man  thanked  me  profusely  and  went  away,  leaving  me  a  prey  to  the  most 
afllictlng  thoughts. 

'*  My  miod  was  so  absorbed  in  melancholy  reflections,  that  I  wished  to  be  alone ;  and  Idit- 
missed  my  ser\'ant,  that  I  might  grieve  unobserved.  I  bad  no  inclinatjon  to  go  to  bed ;  bat 
as  it  was  now  a  fine  moonlight  night,  I  opened  the  casement  and  looked  into  the  inttt'ior 
court.  About  midnight  I  thought  I  heard  a  private  gate  that  leads  into  the  castle  open. 
Curiosity  prompted  me  to  look  who  entered  at  that  late  hour.  My  window  was  in  the  shades 
so  that  as  I  had  wrapped  myself  up,  they  who  were  below  could  not  perceive  me. 

**  My  surprise  was  considerably  increased  by  seeing  the  baron  anid  two  men  leading  wlu|t 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  woman ;  and  as  they  passed  beneath  my  window,  she  groaned  two  or 
three  times,  and  the  sonnd  vibrated  on  my  agonised  heart.  She  seemed  to  require  assistance^ 
and  they  moved  slowly  along,  till  I  lost  sight  of  them  under  the  arch  that  separates  the 
buiklmg. 

"  I  knew  not  bow  to  act.  I  could  have  gone  towards  the  door  that  opened  from  that 
place,  and  met  them ;  but  then  I  considered  it  would  be  of  no  use,  as  I,  alas  !  knew  too  wA 
the  savage  dispoeition  of  the  baron  when  roused  or  detected ;  and  I  feared  for  myself;  without 
being  able  to  assist  the  stranger. 

^/rirnemi/aaf  forme  to  sav  that  I  pasted  the  night  in  extreme  anxiety,  a  dreadfhl  tenw 
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(m  if  a  prBfentiment  of  the  future)  prevented  me  from  oloeing  my  eyes.  When  moming  etme 
I  determined  to  seek,  that  I  might  discover  who  and  what  the  person  was ;  but  my  labour  was 
lott>  although  my  mind  was  full  of  curiosity  to  learn  what  meant  this  mysterious  aSkir.  I 
thought  of  Siward's  daughter  -,  but  I  could  not  suppose  the  baron  would  bring  her  here.  Co&« 
Jecture  was  buqr ;  but  1  thought  that  whoever  the  person  was*  they  had  been  only  brought 
there  for  a  temporary  occasion,  and  after  a  week  or  so  I  persnadeAnyself  that  the  person 
about  whom  I  felt  so  uneasy  was  not  now  in  the  castle. 

**  Months,  however,  rolled  on,  and  yet  I  could  not  banish  this  mysterious  circumstance  from 
my  mind.  The  baron  went  out  on  a  hunting  party,  and  I,  more  than  usually  full  of  the  recol- 
leetion  of  what  had  passed  five  months  before,  strolled  about  the  castle  scarce  knowing  why 
or  whither;  for  my  heart  was  sick  of  many  sorrows,  and  not  the  smallest  ray  of  hope  appeared 
for  it  ever  to  feel  comfort  Beyond  my  chamber  was  a  passage  that  led  to  a  part  of  the  castle 
remote  from  that  which  we  principally  inhabited.  The  melancholy  which  I  wished  to  indulge 
induced  me  to  look  into  these  rooms,  one  of  which  I  knew  was  kept  for  lumber ;  another  had 
been  a  handsome  apartment.  As  I  advanced  towards  the  door  of  Uie  latter,  I  heard  a  piteous 
groan,  and,  as  it  were,  the  voice  of  a  person  complaining. 

*'  I  was  greatly  alarmed.  The  door  was  secured  with  bdtf.  ~  I  soon  dr^w  them  back,  and 
entering  the  apartment,  saw  a  young  female,  the  image  of  misery  and  despair^  I  was  startled. 
Her  astonishment  equalled  mine.  *  Oh  !'  she  said,  clasping  her  hands  in  deep  anguish,  <yoa 
are  Lady  Jane ;  pity  an  unhappy  wretch,  torn  from  every  comfort,  every  hope.' 

** '  Tell  me,'  said  J,  'are  you  Birtha  Siward ?* for  my  heart  immediately  presented  me  with 
the  recollection  of  that  unfortunate  girl. 

'"  I  am  she,'  she  replied ;  *  the  cruel  baron,  envying  the  innocent  happiness  I  once  enjoyed, 
and  determined  on  my  destruction,  has  robbed  my  aged  parent  of  his  only  child,  the  comfort 
of  his  declining  age,  and  me  of  honour  and  peace.  Oh  I  lady,  sorry  am  I  to  wound  your 
gentle  heart  with  a  detail  of  your  husband's  guilt ;  but  treat  roe  not  with  anger  or  resent- 
ment ;  the  fault  is  not  mine ;  the  baron  is  alone  to  blame,  and  the  time  will  come  when  bis 
cruel  heart  will  severely  feel  for  the  woes  he  has  caused  mine,  and  the  excruciating  pangs  of 
a  guilty  conscience  for  his  injustice.* 

'*  The  tears  rushed  down  her  face,  which  was  extremely  beautiful  amidst  all  her  affliction. 

I  could  not  help  mingling  mine  with  her*s.     I  strove  to  comfort  her,  told  her  how  I  came  to 

be  acquainted  with  her  name,  and  promised  to  form  some  plan  for  her  release  in  the  course* 

of  a  few  days.     I  ventured  to  ask  her  some  particulars  concerning  the  Baron  Fitzosric,  and 

if  she  could  judge  why  he  detained  her  a  prisoner? 

«• '  Alas !  my  lady,  there  is  the  misfortune.  The  baron,  I  am  sure,  hates  me,  or  why  does 
lie  not  release  me?  My  aversion  to  him  commenced  from  the  moment  he  took  me  from 
my  father's,  and  well  h?  knows  it.  But  now,  situated  as  I  unhappily  am,  he  refuses  to  let 
me  go  fill  I  have  recovered ;  but  he  treats  me  with  such  cruelty  and  anger,  that  unless  that 
release  comes  soon  I  shall  not  live  to  be  a  trouble  to  him,  O  I^dy  Jane !  you  cannot  form 
«n  idea  of  the  distress  of  heart  I  suffer.' 

**  *  Birtha,*  I  said,  *  it  will  be  better  for  you  to  continue  here  a  short  time  longer ;  for  if  you 
^ere  to  go  to  your  father's  in  your  present  situation,  it  might  be  too  much  for  his  feeble  age 
to  sustain.  I  will  let  him  know  that  you  are  alive  and  safe ;  and  since  your  misfortunes  can^ 
not  be  remedied,  suffer  wfth  patience  and  endeavour  to  compose  your  mind.  Of  this  rest 
•ssored,  you  shall  find  a  sincere  and  attentive  friend  in  me.  I  will,  if  possible,  prevent  your 
wants ;  but  say  nothing  of  what  has  transpired  to  the  baron ;  I  would  not  wish  him  to  ima- 
gine that  I  have  any  knowledge  of  your  being  here,  for  fear  he  should  remove  you,  by  which 
Beans  I  should  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  serving  you.' 

**  She  thanked  me  fervently,  and  said  she  would  do  as  I  thought  best.  I  promised  to  see 
ber  the  next  day  as  soon  as  Fitzosric  went  out,  and  took  my  leave  of  her  for  that  time. 

**  It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  describe  my  feelings ;  yet  my  mind  at  that  time  was  some* 
what  relieved  by  finding  the  true  situation  of  the  unfortunate  Birtha  Siward,  and  I  flattered 
myself  I  should  be  able  to  serve  her.  My  next  object  was  to  endeavour  to  seek  some  place 
where  I  could  remove  her ;  but  as  I  could  not  hastily  eondnde  how  to  act,  I  was  obliged  to 
delay  my  project  till  I  could  find  an  opportunity  favourable  to  my  wishes. 
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**  Biit  the  next  day  my  mind  was  doomed  te  endwe  •  more  aefere  afllteUoii  ibttl  vaj  I  iMd 
•ver  yet  fo^Bred.  I  dreamed  a  most  dreadful  dream,  which  pofaited  eat  FItsotrie  to  be  the  niil* 
derer  of  iK>rd  WalUngford ;  aad  before  night  I  was  convinced  of  the  truth,  and  made  eodi- 
l^etely  wretched. 

«*  I  endeavoured  now  to  ahon  Fitiosrict  for  I  hated  him  for  hie  crimes,  and  an  awful  terror 
«nd  ihivering  seised  me  while  in  his  presence.  He  imputed  it  to  indisposition ;  and,  to  iM 
to  my  unhappiness,  his  behaviour  rather  aitered ;  for,  seeing  me  suffer  such  dejection,  he 
leemed  more  attentive,  which  attention  1  could  have  been  superlatively  happy  if  he  had 
^^>ared,  for  I  could  not  help  trembling  when  he  touehed  me. 

<<  The  severity  of  ray  grief  did  not  exclude  my  thought  on  the  wretched  state  of  the  unfoN 
innate  Birtha,  1  continued  to  visit  lier  secretly  every  day,  endeavouring  to  console  and 
support  her  drooping  spirits^  while  my  own  sad  heart  was  breaking  with  unutterable  anguirii. 
Near  three  months  passed  away  in  this  deplorable  manner.  At  length  the  period  of  podr 
Birtha*s  £ste  and  mine  drew  nigh. 

"  I  had  been  to  see  the  poop  hapless  girl,  and  in  sympathizing  with  her  sorrows,  and  eo^ 
deavouring  to  dispel  her  grief,  had  created  a  transient  hope,  that  triflingly  re-animatad 
bar  woe*wom  featurtt.  Unfortunately  the  baron  returned  home  unexpected.  Perhaps 
prompted  by  the  foar  of  a  discovery,  he  Immediately  came  to  Birtha's  apaKment.  He  started 
At  the  eight  of  me.  Terror  was  depicted  in  his  countenance ;  at  the  same  time  it  was  with 
difficulty  he  could  conceal  or  suppress  his  rage,  and  in  anger  be  said :— >*  Pray,  madam,  bow 
4lare  you  enter  this  apartment,  or  attempt  to  pry  into  any  secret  of  mfaie  ?* 

"  I  looiied  at  him  with  contempt,  and  replied,  *  Secrets  that  we  are  not  ashamed  of  eUL 
be  of  no  harm ;  but  your  conduct  to  that  hapless  girl  can  excite  no  other  sensation  in  your 
breast  but  shame  and  contrition.' 

'*  *  Leave  me  this  instant,*  said  he,  in  a  commanding  accent 

« *  I  shall  not  leave  you,  I  haegfatily  replied.  *  Allow  me  Birtha  Siward,  that  I  may 
VBitore  her,  wretched  as  she  is,  to  the  arms  of  her  afflicted  father,  and  then  I  will  leave  your 
presence,— not  without.* 

"  *  Madam,  you  shall  severely  repent  your  behaviour.  Dare  not  oppose  my  will.  Retire,* 
continued  he,  putting  his  iiand  on  his  sword, '  or,  by  my  soul,  I  swear * 

**  *  Aye,  Baron  Fitzosric,'  I  exclaimed, — *  strike !— let  the  same  accursed  hand  that  mur- 
dered the  generous,  the  unsuspecting  WalUngford — ^the  same  that  planned  the  destruction  of 
my  adored  child,  end  all  my  sufferings  at  once — I  court  the  blow.' 

"  *  Perdition  seize  thy  tongue  and  choak  thy  utterance,'  said  he,  aiming  at  my  bosom* 
The  unfortunate  Birtha  rushed  between  us  to  prevent  the  blow,  and  received  the  fatal  point 
of  his  sword  in  her  breast.     She  sunk  into  my  arms.  ^ 

«*<0,  Fitzosricr  T exclaimed,  <  when  will  the  measure  of  thy  guUt  be  full?*  He  drew 
back  ■  his  dastard  soul  sunk  within  him  when  he  perceived  the  effect  of  his  rashness.  Birtha, 
struggling  hi  the  agonies  of  death,  seemed  to  fear  only  for  me.  '  Save  yourself,  dear,  dear 
lady,  and  heed  not  me ;  the  cruel  hand  that  inflicted  my  miseries  puts  an  end  to  them. 
Treacherously  hast  thou  dealt  by  me,  Fitzosric.  Think  not,  thou  guilty  wretch,  to  escape 
punishment ;  heaven,  sooner  or  later,  will  avenge  my  wrongs.  Father  of  mercies,  comfort  my 
poor  afflioted  father,  and  forgive  me.'  The  poor  sufferer  expired,  whOe  Fitzosric  stood  appaBed; 

**  I  lifted  the  bleeding  victim  to  the  couch,  and  laid  her  thereon.  I  could  not  utter  a  word  ; 
my  attention  was  taken  up  with  the  lifoless  form  of  Birtha.  I  wept.  The  wretch  perceivfaig 
my  tears,  denied  me  that  solace  to  my  woe. 

'"  Quit  this  place,  madam,'  he  said  haughtily. 

**  Once  more  I  cast  a  distracted  look  on  Birtha,  and  suffered  him  to  lead  me  from  thit 
dreadful  place.  He  conducted  me  to  another  room,  where  he  left  me  to  the  tortures  of  my 
dtuation  and  anxiety  for  the  future,  and  secured  the  door.  He  returned  in  about  half  an  hovTr 
and  affected  deep  sorrow  for  what  had  happened,  declaring  it  was  nqt  his  intention  to  do  either 
of  us  any  injury,  it  was  UH^y  accidental* 

«*  I  thought  of  the  wretched  Birtha,  and  shuddered  with  horror  at  the  idea  of  being  witneiV 
to  her  murder  by  a  man  whom,  beiMre  the  Almighty,  I  had  acknowledged  my  husband  I  npn 
I  thought  of  my  for-ever^^o-bt-regretled  noble  Wallmgford  I— my  son  t    Oh  f  these  prening 
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wtoaMtioM  lortirtd  my  krain  aliMtt  t&  mwliiMil  I  linrshmtarUy  attend  thefr  dooK 
■  iq>—tit  tbem  at  iiitTTil»  inwriMa  of aaythiaf  tlie,  imi  my owa  perPoat  gitqatton.  PMsoftrfo 
obtenred  the  emoUons  that  swellad  my  botom.  I  cMiId  not  reft  I  wai  innoceiit,  and  yet  my 
■Ind  waa  dittraetad  I    What*  than^araattliegaiitysBlliMr? 

•*  FKtsovie  enftieatad  me  te  calm  the  taoMdt  of  my  fpiritfc  Night  ad?anoad,  and  the  lopper 
tras  ienped.  PitMario  took  my  hand  hi  oider  to  lead  me  to  the  table  ;  but  I  shraak  with  honrmr 
from  bia  toneh,  and  looked  wildly  round  for  protection. 

•<  Ethelwald  eame  hi  with  aome  wiM  f  heloolBedierutteiahigly  at  me;  hit  looki  chflled me 
with  terror.  The  baron  ordered  him  to  ttay— I  waa  more  wretehed  by  baring  him  there  to 
witneat  my  anxiety.  I  asked  for  my  maid  Agatha ;  hot  he  refuaed  her  attendance.  He  begged 
Iwonkieat.  I  attempted  it;  b<t  I  eoaid  not  awaHow  anything.  He  pretaed  me  to  drink  a 
tittle  wine,  and  I  tasted  a  small  portion.  He  wished  me  to  ifaiisb  Htm  gfaua ;  bat  I  revised.  I 
kad  aearoely  swaUowed  it,  when  my  head  grew  giddy— my  eyea  dfan-.-and  It  Immediately 
ooonrred  to  my  fleetbg  senses  that  I  was  poisoned  I  1  conkl  just  otter,  in  great  agony,  <  Oh  t 
Fitsesiie  1  cruel,  emel  man  I  the  measmre  of  yotir  guUt  is  complete  f  1  sank  from  the  seat,  iM 
if  bereft  of  lifew 

"  I  do  not  know  bow  long  I  lay  in  that  state  of  iaseniibility.  When  IrecoTered  I  htuA 
myself  in  an  unknown  apartssent,  laying  on  a  bed.  I  gaaed  with  astonisiMBeiit,  for  everything^ 
waa  new  to  me.  At  a  distance  was  a  table,  and  on  it  a  lamp ;  and  I  could  perceive  a  man 
there  leaning  on  hia  elbow,  apparently  watching  aae. 

'*  The  occnrrenees  of  the  preceding  day  at  this  mommt  rnshed  on  my  recollection,  and  I 
•eomed  asif  awaking  from  a  friglitftil  dreanu  I  saw  the  man  was  not  Pitxosric ;  but  I  trembled^ 
fearful  it  was  one  of  his  emissaries.  He  observed  me  stir,  and  rose  from  his  seat,  advancing 
towards  me.  I  then  discovered  Btbelwald  t  Surprise  increased  the  terrible  alarm  my  heart 
liad  experienced  when  first  I  beheld  him.  I  roee  up;  my  head  felt  disordered ;  and,' almost 
overcome  with  dread,  I  asked  for  Agatha.     He  informed  me  she  could  not  attend. 

"  ^  Be  not  alarmed,  Lady  Jane,'  he  said,  respect/nlly  advancing,  <  when  I  inform  you,  tlmt 
if  yoo  wish  to  live,  yoa  must  accept  the  poor  imperfect  services  I  can  render  you.* 

*'  *  live  r  I  exclaimed.    *  Had  the  baron  really  a  design  against  my  life  ?' 

'* *  l>ear  lady,  seek  to  inquire  no  further;  you  are  at  present  not  in  a  statd  to  hear  a  ni»- 
tk»  of  what  has  happened ;  pray  be  persuaded  that  I  am  anxious  for  your  safety ;  do  not 
venture  out  of  these  apartments  till  I  see  yon  again.  I  hare  attended  by  you  fourteen  honn^ 
and  I  greatly  feared  you  would  never  more  awake.  Nine  hours  previous  thereto  you  drank  a 
stapifying  draught,  ami  I,  for  these  three  hours,  have  been  tortured  with  dread  for  its  conse- 
•quence.  Thank  God  I  yoa  are  restored.  I  have  conveyed  everythhig  for  your  use.  Compose 
your  mind,  and  be  resigned  till  I  see  you  again.    I  must  now  leave  yon.' 

«  I  thanked  him,  he  left  me,  and  I  walked  about  to  examine  the  apartments  more  minutely, 
or  I  could  not  imagine  where  I  was,  though  I  had  been  so  long  used  to  the  Castle  of  St  B|i:bert. 
Sometimes  my  sinking  heart  trembled  with  the  apprehension  that  I  was  ooosigQed  a  prisoner 
to  the  care  of  Ethdwald ;  but  the  respectful  manner  in  which  he  behaved,  when  I  recovered 
from  the  stupifying  slumber,  convinced  me  I  did  him  wrong  in  suggesting  the  injurious  thought. 
But  the  distracted  state  of  mind  in  whksh  1  was,  often  created  unjust  sospicions.  Yet  Ethef- 
wald  was  one  of  Fltsoario's  creatures  U- How  strange^  then,  that  this  man  should  seem  concerned 
for  my  life! 

**  I  opened  a  closet ;  and,  to  hicrease  my  sorprise,  fbnnd  it  plentifolly  supplied  with  pro. 
visions  and  everything  I  could  wish ;  of  fuel  there  was  a  sufficiency ;  it  only  required  my 
attendance  to  keep  the  fire  up.  I  resigned  myself  to  the  will  of  Hetfven,  and  trusted  to  that 
beneficent  Creator  fior  strength  and  protection  against  all  the  evils  I  had  reason  to  dread. 

«*  1  did  not  see  Ethelwald  for  three  days^  during  which  time  I  grew  composed.  The  baron 
waa  my  only  terror ;  asMl  new,  absent  firom  hin^  I  had  an  opportunity  of  comlbrthig  my  sad 
iottl  with  the  oheering  rays  of  religieo. 

**  In  the  evening  of  the  third  day  Ethdwakl  entered  the  apsrtment.  Having  secared  the 
door  to  prevent  being  discovered  he  expressed  hfanself  happy  in  aeeUig  me  so  weB,  and  appa- 
nntly  coosposed 

<*1  entreated  he  wooldhiformBsittwlHlplMe  I  wia,  to  I  could  not  dtNover  what  part 
of  thecaitklwaaio. 
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*' '  Lady  Jane,'  lald  he,  *  yon  mtitt  flrtt  answer  tne  one  queetlon,  whldi  f  am  gcing  Wmk. 
Yoa  know  the  report  that  prevails  In  the  castle,  that  the  north  ehanbers  are  hannted.  Dn 
you  sincerely  believe  there  is  any  truth  in  the  report?' 

**<  I  cannot  say/  I  replied;  *  I  have  always  been  led  to  brieve  so;  and  I  believe  Lord 
Wallingford  and  his  father  thought  the  same.  It  has  been  a  report  of  many  years'  dnratien, 
and  I  should  naturally  imagine  there  must  have  been  a  reason  for  so  supposing;  or  why  wtn 
the  north  chambers  locked  up  and  entirely  disused  ?" 

*'  *  What  now  is  your  conjecture  ?  You  have  been  three  days  and  nights  in  the  north  cbiys- 
ber;  have  you  been  disturbed  by  anything?' 

"  I  assured  him  I  had  not*-*  Why  the  question  V 

**  *  On  the  night/  said  Ethelwald,  <  that  you  tasted  of  the  poison,  I  brought  you  here.  Bat 
I  must  return  to  the  events  of  the  day. 

"  <  About  noon  the  baron  came  to  me,  and  said  that  an  accident  had  happened,  that  for 
his  own  preservation  it  would  be  necessary  to  put  you  out  of  the  way.  '  Lady  Jane/  said  he, 
'has  discovered  many  things  of  wliich  I  have  been  guiHy.  You  are  acquainted  with  some  of 
the  circumstances.  We  shall  not  be  safe  while  she  lives.  I  will  not  suffer  her  to  leave  the 
drawing-room,  for  I  really  fear  her ;  therefore  we  must  be  secure.  At  supper  mis  with  a 
glass  of  wine  a  strong  opiate,  and  I  shall  be  released  of  all  my  fears  at  once.* 

"  *  I  promised  him  I  would,  and  he  left  me.  I  did  not  know  how  to  warn  you  of  your  dan>- 
ger ;  for  though  I  had  been  accessary  to  many  ill  deeds  of  the  baron,  yet  my  soul  was  harrowed 
at  the  thought  of  premeditathigly  takmg  your  life.  I  found  the  baron  kept  you  close  in  the 
drawing-room,  and  I  could  not  obtahi  an  opportunity  of  letting  yon  know  the  danger  that 
threatened  you. 

** '  At  length  the  dreadful  hour  arrived ;  I  entered  the  drawing-room.  The  baron  desired 
me  to  wait ;  but  determined  to  counteract  his  schemes,  I  did  not  put  so  much  in  the  wine 
designed  for  you  as  he  expected.  You  took  the  fatal  glass— fortunately  you  drank  but  little 
— -but  the  baron  sat  watching  you  with  the  greatest  anxiety  and  expectation.  Its  stupifying 
powers  soon  seized  you.  You  suspected  it,  and  taxed  Fitzosric  with  the  horrid  design  of 
poisoning  you.  Soon  you  became  insensible,  which,  the  instant  he  perceived,  he  exnltingly 
exclaimed,  '  My  troubles  are  at  an  end — so  perish  all  I  dread  or  hate !  Convey  her  instantly 
to  some  secret  place,  and  dig  a  grave  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  near  the  watch-tower ;  bory 
lier,  and  all  my  fears  be  buried  with  her.*    He  then  left  the  room. 

-  *  What  to  do  I  knew  not ;  but  there  was  no  time  for  deliberation.  I  however  carried  yon 
into  your  own  room,  and  locked  you  in  there ;  for  I  feared  to  leave  you  in  the  dniwing«roinB» 
lest  some  of  the  servants,  coming  to  remove  the  things,  should  discover  you.  I  then  went  into 
the  garden,  and  there*  I  met  the  baron.  *  Ethelwald,*  he  said,  '  I  will  show  you  where  I  will 
have  the  grave— briog  a  spade,  and  follow  me/  I  did  as  he  ordered  me,  and  soon  dug  a 
grave ;  he  stood  by  me  all  the  time,  giving  me  directions  how  he  would  have  it.  I  knew  not 
what  to  do ;  for  I  had  not  the  least  intention  of  burying  you,  and  I  found  it  impossible  to 
prevail  on  the  baron  to  leave  that  place.  *  No,'  he  said,  <hc  would  see  yov  buried,  that  he 
might  have  the  testimony  of  his  own  eyes :  for  he  would  have  no  tricli  put  on  him.'  f  was 
entirely  caught— it  being  so  sudden,  I  could  not  frame  any  device  how  to  preserve  you. 

**  *  I  left  him.  The  thought  then  occurred,  that  I  could  conceal  you  in  the  north  chambers. 
I  had  discovered  an  entrance  to  them  without  entering  the  door  that  was  so  strongly  locked. 

"  •  I  went  into  your  chamber,  and  was  happy  to  6nd  you  breathe,  as  in  a  serene  sleep. 
Some  of  your  apparel  lay  on  a  chair.  I  rolled  it  up  for  my  purpose ;  and  lifting  you,  carried 
you  along  the  north  gallery,  down  a  few  steps,  which  winding  again,  I  soon  entered  the  north 
chamber,  and  laid  you  on  the  bed  where,  according  to  supposition,  the  noble  Dane  was  mur- 
dered. This  was  the  only  place  where  I  could  hope  to  secure  you,  for  I  was  sure  the  baron 
would  not  venture  here.  He  always  speaks  of  thi«  place  with  chilling  terror.  Now  how  to 
deceive  the  vigilant  eagle  eye  of  the  baron  ?  Had  he  quitted  the  garden,  I  might  have  said 
his  wish  had  been  accomplished.  But  he  had  resolved  to  witness  the  interment.  I  knew 
also,  that  if  I  was  detected  in  Imposing  upon  him,  my  life  would  be  sacrificed  to  his  revenge. 
However,  I  determined  to  trust  to  the  event :  if  I  succeeded,  it  would  be  well ;  if  on  the  con- 
trary, I  could  but  die.  I  drew  the  bohter  from  the  bed,  and  placed  your  head,  hisenslble  as 
M  WM^jgj^0  pSaowi ;  the  clothes  I  brought  from  your  chamber  I  dfWMed  It  «p  Id^  and 
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vnpping  what  migfai  be  tuppoied  to  be  the  head  with  the  long  Tefl  I  took  from  yean,  which, 
by  some  ftcoideiit,.wBa  all  over  blood*  I  wound  the  aupposed  body  round  with  a  sheet,  and, 
dragging  it  along,  soon  reached  the  grave. 

**  *  The  baron  started  as  I  approaohed.  He  knew  the  veil,  whteh  flowed  loose^  and  it 
aeemed  to  create  mooh  terror.  I  deposited  the  body,  and  the  baron  assisted  me  in  filling  it  upw 
His  heart  exnltcd  when  it  was  dosed.     When  all  was  finished,  we  returned  to  the  castle. 

'<  <  We  passed  most  of  the  night  in  consultation,  and  I  did  not  retire  to  rest  till  morning 
dawned :  previous  thereto  I  came  to  see  how  you  were.  You  slept  easy — I  left  you,  and  went 
to  bed  for  a  few  hours.  Anxious  to  watch  your  waking,  I  came  to  the  north  chamber^  where 
I  sat  till  you  awoke. 

"  *  In  the  morning,  when  Baron  Fltxosrie  returned,  he  made  your  death  known,  but  would 
not  permit  any  of  the  servants  to  see  you.  Agatha,  with  tears,  requested  it ;  but  she  was 
peremptorily  denied.  Last  night  it  was  reported  you  were  buried ;  but  he'  would  not  say 
where.  Bemulph  died  suddenly  the  night  before  last ;  and  as  he  was  the  person  who  used  to 
light  the  lamp  in  the  north  gallery,  I  made  a  voluntary^  ofier  of  lighting  it,  as  it  would  prevent 
any  intruders  here.  Your  ladyship  knows  the  fear  every  one  of  the  domestics  entertains  of 
these  chambers ;  even  my  lord  himself  is  terrified  at  this  place.  I  was  very  happy  this  morning 
to  see  you  open  your  eyes.  And  now,  my  lady,  if  you  can  content  yourself  here  for  a  short 
time,  I  may  have  the  opportunity  of  liberating  you  from  this  castle ;  or,  if  you  will  wait,  a 
ftvourable  turn  of  your  affairs  may  arrive,  when  you  can  regahi  your  right.  At  present,  if  you 
discover  yourself  our  lives  will  be  in  danger.' 

*  *  Never,  Ethelwald,  shall  your  kindness  to  me  meet  with  such  a  reward.  I  am  content 
here  to  await  the  event.' 

■*  Ethelwald  then  showed  me  a  secret  spring  which  opened  a  small  door  immediately  by  the 
tide  of  the  large  one,  that  was  locked,  and  barred,  and  bolted,  and  all  the  bars  and  bolts  locked' 
down  -y  and  I  saw  it  led  directly  into  the  north  gallery.  I  drew  back  with  amazement,  and 
it  immediately  occurred  to  me  that  this  supposed  haunted  chamber  had  been  designed  to 
answer  some  purpose  for  imposing  on  the  superstitious  and  the  credulous ;  for  any  one  could 
go  out,  or  come  in,  without  opening  the  great  door,  which  was,  externally  as  well  as  internally, 
to  strongly  secured.  I  learnt  also  from  Ethelwald  that  Fitzosric  declared  he  had  seen  me, 
and  expressed  a  belief  that  my  spirit  haunted  him  with  no  small  degree  of  terror.  To  shorten 
my  narrative,  three  months  passed  away,  Ethelwald  supplying  me  with  ail  I  wanted.  Sometimet 
I  have  ventured  out  in  the  north  gallery  for  a  walk.  I  have  accustomed  myself  to  sing  a 
pathetic  verse  to  a  mournful  melody,  the  better  to  prevent  any  one  discovering  me.  I  have  often 
teen  Fitzosric ;  but  he  flies  me^his  guilty  soul  starU  aghast  when  we  meet,  and  his  terror  so  far 
overcomes  him,  that  he  has  not  the  courage  to  interrupt  me.  By  Ethelwald,  who  continues 
to  visit  me  every  day,  I  hear  of  whatever  passes  in  the  castle.  Often  I  have  saved  (be  dis- 
tressed by  my  presence  or  my  C4iution.  I  have  been  happy  in  rescuing  you  three  or  four  times. 
And  thus  has  time  passed  on  for  nearly  fourteen  years.  I  feel  contented-— nay,  happy }  for  I 
am  separated  from  the  worst  of  wretches,  and  I  flatter,  myself  the  time  will  come  when  I  shall 
jet  bo  happy. 

<*  A  short  time  previous  to  my  supposed  death,  I  had  a  singular  dream,  which  prompted  me 
to  obey  the  injunction  I  received  ;  and,  before  mght,  as  I  was  walking  with  Agatha  in  a  wood 
near  the  castle,  I  met  a  person  who  assured  me  Lord  Wallingford  bad  been  murdered  by  his 
firiend  Fitzosric ;  that  person  presented  me  with  the  dagger  which  was  taken  from  the  body  of 
Wallingford,  and  which  I  well  knew  to  have  been  worn  by  Fitzosric  when  a  friend  of  my 
liosband. 

"  I  have  since  learnt  that  the  person  who  met  me  in  a  strange  disguise  was  Ethelwald, 
who  had  taken  the  dagger  from  my  husband's  body,  and  had  preserved  it ;  declaring  thnt  in  a 
dream  he  had  had  that  morning  he  was  commanded  to  give  it  to  me,  that  I  might  know  who 
was  the  murderer.  About  seven  years  ago  he  entrusted  another  secret  to  me,  that  the  baron 
had  designed  to  deprit^  my  child  of  life.  Bemulph  and  he  were  to  kill  him.  Their  reward 
for  so  doing  was  very  considerable. 

"  Ethelwald  fearing  to  trust  Bemulph  with  his  design,  lest  he  should  betray  him.  told 
Bemulph  that  the  guilt  should  be  all  his  own,  though  he  would  share  the  reward.  On  re« 
turning  from  a  visit,  Bemulph  waited  in  the  carriage  while  Ethalwaid  took  m^  wa^^Vi^ 
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atfleeiH  in  hit  mibs,  ind  aMking  his  wAy  into  Ihn-lbraiAf  whcm  Ihair  ttaniage  «aiUd»  Uid  hbm 
down  beneath  a  iree»  wrapped  up  from  the  devi  of  the  nifht.  He  bad  prenoualy  writUa  % 
paper  to  fasten  on  bis  breast,  which  ran  thus :— > 

** « This  ohild  is  of  noble  parents^  though  viUwiy  depvivea  bin  of  thenlfor  a  time.  Bui  the 
time  will  come  when  this  unibrtunate  and  now  deserted  obild  will  be  the  awoer  of  m  ?aifc 
estate,  and  be  able  to  reward  whoever  protecUhint  the  two  hundrod  pound*  left  witk  him 
will  be  a  triOe  towarda  hia  support ;  and  before  thai  it  expeadedt  be  nugF  be  resiorad  to  fait 
frieods.    His  none  U  Edric.' '' 

Elgiva  tat  listeeii^  in  route  attention  duriof  the  time  Lady  Jane  recited  the  eooseott  of 
the  paper,  till,  by  degrees,  her  senses  were  overpowered,  and  she  fainted  awigr. 

Lady  Jane  burned  to  her  aasistanco.  alarmed  at  her  auddea  iaditpoaitloo.  She  sooa  tuc- 
oeeded  in  restoring  h«r.  "  For  heavea's  sake  1*  said  Lady  Jant^  "  what  It  the  oaasa  of  thil 
sudden  illness  ?**" 

''Dear  youth  1  beloved  Edrio  I**  exolaiaed  Elgivtt  clasping  bar  uplifted  bands*  almott  xas 
gardless  of  the  surpriie  of  Lrfuly  iane ;  tiieoi  suddenly  recollectiDg^she  scsaed  hsr  band,  ends  it 
knpassioaed  accents^  said— **  Thy  Edrio  Wve^  !-*thy  fidric  lives,  dear  lady  l**he  is  great  !--4l 
happy  1 — is  beloved  1-^  all  your  fondest  hopes  can  wish !  The  vahaat  chief  who  lias  strode 
terror  into  hU  foea*-the  victorious  Edric  the  Foresteiw-it— your  son  )*' 

**  How  ?"  said  Lady  JanOb  with  energy. 

**  Have  you  never  beard  of  his  conquests  T  said  Elgiva,  with  rapture.  *'  Has  EthalwaU 
never  mentioned  the  youth  that  for  two  years  has  been  the  astonishinent  of  England  ?  Edritt 
and  Fitzosric  have  ever  been  mortal  foes.  Edric  has  often  driven  him  from  (he  field  of  battle* 
Great  is  his  aversion  to  him,  as  if  prompted  by  instinct** 

"  I  have  heard  of  him,**  Lady  Jane  replied  w^jth  rapture,  **  but  never  saspacied  my  Edric 
was  that  asphring  youth.  Oh !  how  1  long  to  press  him  to  my  heart  i  My  impatienoe  to  leva 
all  about  him  prevents  my  listening  to  the  joyful  intelligence  as  I  ought  But  speak  ;  infoQa 
me  all  you  know  of  Edrie— ^hat  1  may  learn  to  thank  beaTcn  for  his  preservation,  and  you  fog 
welcome  news  my  heart  has  long  been  a  stranger  to.** 

*^  The  time  will  not  permit  me,"  said  KIgiva,  *'  to  rehite  the  narrative  of  my  family.  Sufllce 
it  to  say,  my  lather^  who  lived  in  that  forest,  went  out  early  one  morning  and  returned  ia 
about  an  hour,  bringing  with  him  a  most  lovely  boy,  who  seemed  to  bo  between  three  and 
(bur  years  old :  his  dress  and  the  jewels  with  which  he  was  adorned  spoke  him  to  be  of  superior 
rank.  My  father  said,  as  he  was  walking  among  the  trees,  he  (bund  him  laying  fast  asleef 
under  a  spreading  tree,  with  a  paper  fixed  on  his  breast  The  words,  my  lady,  are  exactly 
those  which  you  have  related  to  me ;  for  I  have  read  the  paper-— I  can  repeat  the  words  bj 
heart — and  the  discovery  occasioned  my  illness. 

'*  My  mother  took  the  sweet  Edric,  and  as  she  had  no  oliildrcn,  determined  to  bring  him  up 
as  her  own — being  posseised  of  sufficient  to  support  him.  She  preserved  the  dress  and  jewclt 
he  was  found  in,  hoping  thereby  to  discover  to  whom  he  belonged.  Ip  less  than  a  year  and 
a  half  after  this  incident  1  was  bom.  1  have  remembered  Edrio  ever  since  I  could  remember 
any  thingamy  brother,  my  friend ;  and  blame  me,  who  have  been  used  to  love  him  so  loag^ 
if  you  think  I  am  too  partial,  when  I  say  he  is  nM>st  amiable,  good,  and  just  He  was  my 
fathor^s  pride ;  be  instructed  him  ia  the  arts,  first  of  agriculture,  linoe  then  of  war. 

"  Edrie  was  presented  by  the  recommendation  of  a  friend  of  my  fisther  to  the  king,  wha 
admired  his  military  talents,  his  noble  aspeot,  his  courage,  and  the  sweetness  of  his  mannera. 
He  honoured  Edric  with  the  second  command  of  an  army  to  oppose  the  confederate  barooa  ; 
and  chose  to  give  him  the  sirname  of  '  The  Forester,*  because  he  was  brought  up  in  a  forest. 
Many  ridiculed  the  king's  ill-judged  favour,  as  it  was  supposed,  for  choesiogone  so  young  for 
such  an  important  station ;  but  Edric  soon  convinced  all  England  how  nuioU  they  were  m  aa 
error ;  scarce  twelve  months  were  elapsed,  and  the  chief  commander  being  dead,  Edric  waa 
raised  to  supply  his  place.  Several  battles  were  fought,  and  Edrio  waa  victorious.  Ua  had 
nearly  quelled  the  rebel  lords  when,  unfortunately,  Shrewsbury  waa  besNged,  near  which  w^ 
dwelt  We  were  obliged  to  abandon  our  dwelling,  and  fly  to  a  little  eottage  near  this^  castku 
Edric  conducted  my  mother  and  me  from  the  ravages  of  war  to  that  place  la  safety^  and- left 
up»  that  he  might  ratom  to  hia  army,  ready  to  engage  at  day-break. 

^iteiaften^  the  haonttiied  my  mother  and  me,  tod  by  foiaa  btaaght  ui  to  thit  pkctb 


EDHIC,  THB  POUESTER.  5^ 

Shoe  then  I  know  nothing  of  Edrie ;  bnl  I  tniit  htaToa  will  be  bit  prweifor,  and  I  may  Kve 
to  iee  the  dear  companion  of  my  earlieat  jrears  again  In  safety.*' 

Lady  Jane  clasped  her  afltectiooately  to  her  bosom,  thanking  her  a  tbonsond  times  for  her 
welcome  recital.  How  ardently  did  she  long  to  meet  her  belored  son,  and  to  restore  him  to 
bis  native  rights. 

After  the  first  transports  of  her  Joy  were  a  little  abated,  she  asked  if  Bdrio  knew  she  was 
not  his  sister  ? 

**  Yes ;  after  the  king  bad  given  him  his  commission/*  said  Blgiva,  "•  and  be  rcAonied  with 
my  father  to  take  leave  of  us,  my  fiuher  related  what  I  have  toM  yon.  The  forprise  Dearly 
overcame  mc,  for  I  greatly  valued  my  supposed  brother.  But  Edrie,  on  the  contrary,  ap* 
peared  happier.  *  Thank  heaven  I'  he  exclaimed,  *  I  am  aot  crimfaial  I— I  fitn  love  my  adored 
Elgiva  without  being  guilty.  My  amiable  mother,  such  I  shall  always  caU  yon,  let  me  now 
oflbr  my  heart  to  where  it  first  owned  allegiance.  I  have  long  loved  Elgive ;  and  the  beUef 
thai  she  was  my  sister,  and  that  I  was  eherishing  a  criminal  attaohment,  has  caused  me  many 
wretched  hours.  I  was  happy  to  embrace  the  toils  of  a  military  life,  in  hopes  of  avokliog  the 
enor  I  so  much  dreaded,  as  I  still  fouMi  my  bdoved  sister  bad  too  powerAil  an  asoendancy 
Ofor  my  heart.  My  honoured  and  rcepeeted  father,  you  knew  not  what  a  weight  of  anguish 
70a  have  taken  from  my  mind  by  this  discovery.* 

^  My  father  canght  him  in  his  arms,  and  pressed  his  dear  adopted  son  to  his  breast  He 
tarned  to  embrace  my  mother;  nor  was  I  Isryotten ;  but  my  feelings  at  that  moment  I  cannot 
dctcMibe. 

**  I  was  charmed  to  see  him  appear  so  happy.  He  entreated  my  parento  to  sanction  his 
affection,  as  so  many  years  had  relied  over,  and  he  knew  not  that  he  had  any  other  parents 
to  please  or  offend ;  and  my  parents  so  entirely  loved  him,  that  he  immediately  gained  their 
oensent  to  pay  his  addresses  to  roe.  My  heart,  from  earliest  infaocy,  had  been  inclined  to 
love  him,  to  admire — to  adore  him ;  nor  would  I  pretend  to  deny  how  tenderly  I  was  interested 
in  all  his  concerns ;  but  Edrie  declared  he  vrould  not  aspire  to  my  hand  Un  he  had  done 
foaethiog  to  deserve  it« 

**  When  he  left  ns  te  johi  the  army,  my  poor  heart  sickened  with  dread.  His  victorfoof 
rttom  chased  away  every  uneasy  sensation.  Every  interval  of  thne  he  ooirid  spare  he  has- 
tened on  the  wings  of  love  to  us.  Happy  days  f--never  SMre  to  retnm  !-HMver  to  bo 
remembered  but  with  regret,  to  think  they  are  past !  And  heaven  only  knows  when  I  shidt 
see  Edrio  again.'* 

**  My  sweet  girl,**  said  Lady  Jane,  **  you  have  encouraged  me  to  hope  for  the  restoration 
of  my  long  lost  son*  Let  me  endeavour  to  Inspire  yon  with  one  dieertng  gleam.  Ac^pt 
for  yourself  and  family  ten  thousand  thanks  ibr  your  aflbctlonate  and  tender  care  of  my 
beloved  Edrie.  The  time,  I  trust,  will  come,  when  I  shall  see  yon  happy;  and  I  fSeel  delight 
in  serving  one  so  esteemed  by  my  beloved  and  long  lamented  Edrie* 

Much  conversation  ensued,  and  morning  in  soft  radiance  peeped  in  at  the  easements, 
when  Lady  Jane  requested  Elgiva  to  retire  to  rest,  assuring  her  that  she  might  rest  in 
safety,  and  that  the  next  night  she  should  endeavonr  to  find  her  mother. 

Elgiva  thanked  her,  and  retired  to  a  small  apartment  adjoining;  and  the  fSettlgue  she 
had  undergone  soon  plunged  her  into  a  profound  sleep. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
Ladt  Jaicx  did  not  retire  to  rest  till  siM)  had  oflbtvd  np  her  thanks  to  the  supreme  fhOer  of 
mercies  for  the  miraculous  preservation  of  ber  beloved  child,  whom  she  had  so  loog  moaned 
af  dead.  St  EgbeK*s  Castle  had  now  a  lawful  owner  existing;  and  ber  heart,  wUch  once 
had  no  value  for  lifs,  now  Ibodly  longed  to  fold  her  beloved  son  to  her  bosom,  to  reinstate  hfao 
la  his  rights,  and  assist  to  drive  the  osnrper  ftom  his  ilUobtdned  possenleBS.  She  eommeoded 
liim  and  his  eanse  to  Heaven,  and  then  retired  to  strive  to  gabi  repoieb  AMgh  what  Elgiva 
bad  related  to  her  chased  sleep  from  her  eyes. 

Meantime  let  us  retam  te  FItsosrIe.  Positive  thai  Elgiva  liad  oat  Mtaraed  to  nor 
Hit  castle,  he  stood  joit  within,  the  gate,  in  order  to  seise  her  fte^#R  «R%<tti^    ' 
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preirioosly  Mt  a  do<Nr  open  that  led  to  a  vault  under  the  castle ;  for  he  feared,  if  he  aufiered 
her  to  ascend  the  stairs,  her  surprise  would  alarm  Agatha,  and  he  should  have  a  difficulty  in 
securing  her,  that  he  JffA^hi  have  it  in  his  power  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  her ;  for  all  his 
boasted  love  was  fled,  and  only  hatred  and  rage  remained. 

After  waiting  near  an  hour,  every  moijaent  of  which  seemed  to  be  an  age,  he  began  to  Ima- 
gine she  had  reached  the  castle  before  him  unobserved,  and  had  arrived  at  her  own  apartment. 
The  instant  the  thought  suggested  itself,  he  flew  thither,  but  found  only  Agatha ;  when,  fran 
ticly  tearing  off  his  disguise,  he  insisted  on  her  informing  him  where  Elgiva  was. 

**  My  lord,**  the  said,  **  since  yon  walked  with  her  in  the  garden,  and  forbade  me  to  follow, 
I  have  not  seen  her." 

**  Vengeanoe  upon  her,"  be  eidaimed,  foaming  with  rage.  "  Lights  l^llghts !— follow  me 
^1  will  find  her  if  she  U  aUve.** 

Agatha,  trembling,  took  up  a  lamp  to  obey  him.  The  domestics,  alarmed,  came  running 
about  in  great  confusion.  Among  them  was  Ethelwald,  who  earnestly  demanded  the  cause, 
of  the  alarm. 

Fiuosrie  explained  as  well  at  the  fury  he  was  in  would  enable  him.  Some  were  ordered  to 
proceed  into  the  garden  to  search  for  her,  while  others  attended  him  to  examine  the  cattle ; 
among  the  latter  were  Ethelwald  and  the  affrighted  Agatha. 

Having  sought  every  apartment  he  deemed  proper  to  enter,  and  returning  after  a  fruitless 
eearch,  he  determined  to  enter  the  gallery  leading  to  the  north  chambers,  having  once  discovered 
Elgiva  there ;  but  just  as  he  was  pushing  open  the  door,  his  eye  fell  first  on  the  terrified  coun- 
tenance of  Agatha,  and  then  on  the  rest  of  his  servants,  who  were  at  a  greater  distance,  on  all 
of  whom  the  strongest  symptoms  of  terror  were  powerfully  depicted. 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  you  all,  and  why  do  you  stare  so  ?"  exclaimed  Fltsosric. 
**  Ob  I  for  heaven's  sake  1 — Oh  1  for  mercy  r  screamed  out  Agatha.     **  Let  me  go  back- 
pray  let  me  go— I  cannot — I  dare  not  go  into  that  horrid  gallery.'* 
**  M^  mad  y  he  eiled ;  '*  why  art  thou  so  alarmed  ?*' 

The  baron  then  ordered  some  of  the  rest  to  advance ;  but  they  all  stood  petrified  with 
terror.  One  only  ventured  to  reply  to  his  despotic  master.  "  Indeed,  my  lord,**  said  he,  <*  I 
cannot.  Command  anything  else,  and  it  shall  be  my  duty  to  obey  you ;  but  this  I  cannot  do. 
1  saw  the  ghost  of  our  dear  and  ever-revered  lady  not  three  hours  ago,  and  it  vanished  at  this 
very  place." 

"  What  r*  exclaimed  Fitzosric,  clapping  hu  hand  on  his  sword,  while  an  unusual  terror 
crept  over  hit  whole  frame — **  Dare  you  say  this  in  my  hearing?** 

.  **  My  lord,**  replied  the  man,  *'  the  shock  I  felt  at  the  sight  obliges  me  to  speak,  and  for 
worfds  I  would  not  follow  you  into  that  gallery.  Yes,  I  saw  Lady  Jane ;  I  am  sorry  to  say 
those  eyes  ever  saw  a  sight  so  full  of  horror.  She  had  the  same  clothes  on  that  I  saw  her  in 
the  day  she  died ;  they  were  covered  with  blood,  and  she  held  a  glass  in  her  hand  to  which 
she  often  pointed.**     , 

Fitzosric  shuddered— his  countenance  changed  to  a  deadly  paleness ^his  heart  was  appalled, 

and  he  leant  for  support  (and  to  conceal  the  various  tumults  of  his  agonizing  sensations) 
against  acoiunn.- 

Ethelwald,  seeing  hit  lord^s  irresolution  and  terror,  began  in  his  turn  to  exclaim  at  the  folly  v 
of  his  feilow.servants,  who  he  would  fain  persuade  had  imagined  all  this ;  then  pressed  hit 
master  to  enter  the  gallery.    Fitzosric  not  being  willing  to  go,  Ethelwald  said  he  had  no  fear 
on  the  occasion,  and  he  would  go  alone. 

Every  one  present  was  happy  to  be  excused,  though  they  all  summoned  courage  to'  wait 
with  the  baron  at  the  idoor,  watching  the  course  of  Ethelwald,  who  made  a  diligent  search 
in  every  part  of  the  gallery,  and  returned  without  success. 

The  attendants  were  then  dismissed,  and  the  baron,  leaning  on  Ethelwald's  arm,  once  more 
repaired  to  Agatha*s  chamber,  to  see  if  Elgiva  had  returned  there;  but,  to  his  great  mortifi- 
cation, she  was  not,  and  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  Fitxosric  thought  it  now  time  to  give 
over  a  fruitiess  searoh,  and  he  retired,  dissatisfied  and  much  terrified,  to  his  own  chamber, 
where  a  king  eonforence  took  place  between  him  and  Ethehrald  on  the  subject  of  Lady  Jane, 
though  the  very  amitioa  of  her  name  at  this  time  had  borron  in  it  which  the  guilty  soul  of 
FiUosrJc  had  sever  folt  before. 


EDRIC^  THE  FORESTER.  41 

*'  Tbe  fellow  cert&lnly  speaks  true,*'  said  he ;  "  there  has  not  been  a  night  for  this  fortnight 
put  bat  that  horrid  vision  meets  my  eyes*  Here,  in  my  chamber*  last  night,  she  sung  her 
imial  melancholy  song.  I  have  kept  my  heart  up  for  several  years,  but  this  repealed  vision 
at  times  affects  me.** 

«*  Last  night  ?"  said  Ethelwald. 

"  Here,  in  my  room,"  he  replied,  "  at  the  foot  of  my  bed,  with  the  eursed  glass  of  poisoned 
wine  in  her  hand,  she  sighed  most  piteonsly,  and  blood  seemed  flowing  from  her  breast,  yet  I 
gave  her  no  wound.  I  jumped  up  in  my  bed,  and,  snatching  my  sword  to  endeavour  to  strike 
at  the  phantom,  an  irresistible  something  arrested  and  unnerved  my  arm.  I  repeatedly 
attempted  to  strike ;  but  the  blows  were  vented  on  air,  or  fell  with  languid  force  on  my  bed. 
It  was  not  fear  I — Pitxosric  never  feared  mortal !  What  was  it  then  ?  Oh,  Ethelwald !  it  waa 
the  spirit  of  her  I  once  so  much  adored,  and  to  obtain  whom  I  plunged  my  soul  hi  guilt.*' 

Fitzosric  paused  a  few  moments*  striving  to  stifle  the  agonizing  sensations  he  endured ; 
then  murmured,  **  Yes — It  was  her  spirit.  She  pursues  me  still  1 — Years  have  not  eflBMzcd  the 
deed  I    Oh,  Ethelwald !  half  of  my  fortune  I  would  bestow,  that  my  foture  life  might  enjoy 
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Ethelwald  endeavoured  to  console  him  with  wine.  Fitzosric  drank  plentifully ;  but  would 
not  exchange  another  word  with  Ethelwald,  who,  by  the  gloom  that  was  depicted  on  his  coun- 
tenance, conjectured  he  had  som«  desperate  purpose  at  heart.  He  ardently  wished  to  inquira 
what  was  become  of  EUen,  for  he  had  missed  her ;  and  where  she  was  conveyed'  to  was  a 
secret  which  tbe  baron  had  never  once  hinted  to  Ethelwald,  nor  even  mentioned  her  name. 


CHAPTER    X. 

Morning  conveyed  Ethelwald  to  the  chamber  of  Lady  Jane.  She  had  not  slept  during  the 
night,  for  various  emotions  filled  her  bosom.  Elgiva,  on  the  contrary,  had  enjoyed  a  serene 
repose,  and  was  still  in  a  profound  sleep,  which  Lady  Jane  did  not  disturb.  Ethelwald  related 
the  whole  of  what  had  happened  the  preceding  night,  and  the  fruitless  search  made  after  Elgiva, 
who.  Lady  Jane  informed  him,  was  safe  under  her  protection.  She  then  (her  eyes  sparkling 
with  joy)  related  that  Edrie  was  still  alive.  Ethelwald  started  with  surprise,  and  exclaimed, 
**  b  it  possible  that  the  victorious  Edric  the  Forester  is  the  child  I  left  exposed  ?  Blessed 
be  alt-ruling  Providence  for  his  preservation !    And  was  it  Elgiva  that  told  yon  this?*' 

*'  Yes,**  replied  Lady  Jane :  '*  her  mother  brought  up  my  sweet  boy  as  her  own.  Tell  me, 
Ethelwald,  what  is  become  of  that  inestimable  mother  ?'* 

**  Alas  I  that  is  a  secret  to  every  one  but  the  baron.  Her  mysterious  absence  has  much 
alarmed  me ;  few  occurrences  in  the  baron*s  life  are  without  my  confidence,  but  this  is  a  subject 
on  which  he  has  observed  a  profound  silence.  She  may  be  gone  from  the  castle  for  what  i 
know,  and  yet  I  sometimes  miss  him  for  an  hour  or  more  at  a  time.** 

"  The  task  must  be  mine  to  discover  that,**  said  Lady  Jane ;  **  for  the  unfortunate  Elgivft 
is  distracted  on  her  mother's  account  I  have  relied  on  your  sincerity  for  many  years.  T» 
you,  Ethelwald,  I  owe  my  life,  and  everything :  you  have  acquainted  me  with  many  circum- 
stances which,  without  your  information,  I  should  have  been  entirely  ignorant  of.  I  beseech 
you  be  secret  as  to  the  retreat  of  Elgiva,  for  I  know  the  baron*s  resentment  will  fell  heavily  on 
her  if,  by  any  chance,  she  should  again  fall  into  his  power." — "  I  will  protect  her  at  the  hazard 
of  my  life,"  said  Ethelwald  ;  '*  I  will  search  daring  the  day  :  if  I  discover  the  lady,  I  will  let 
you  know ;  if  not,  the  task  must  be  reserved  for  night. — Farewell." 

During  the  course  of  the  day,  Elgiva,  at  the  request  of  Lady  Jane,  related  to  her  the  simple 
tale  of  her  family  in  these  words  :— 

"  Till  within  these  last  two  years,  I  was  unacquainted  with  my  parents*  history ;  but  then 
my  mother  thought  proper  to  tell  Edric  and  myself  the  strange  vicissitudes  of  her  life.  Etleii 
Bertram  (for  that  was  her  name)  was  the  only  daughter  of  the  Baron  of  Raby :  she  was  the' 
idol  of  her  mother,  but  her  father  never  evinced  any  particular  tenderness  for  her.  His  mind 
was  too  ambitious  and  too  avarkdous  to  think  of  anything  but  obedience  from  his  daughter. 
In  the  family  was  brought  up  a  distant  relation  of  the  baron,  named  Edgar  de  Rowa'^^c^^^^^ 
he  was  of  Norman  descent.     Some  imagined  him  to  bft  the  \>&YCkiC%  tat^civ  ^  vdA.  vst»9&  '^^^vfCtx. 
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brought  up  by  hU  bounty.  Edgar's  person  and  manoers  were  eY^rythiog  that  tke  iDOft 
polished  education,  or  highest  gifts  of  nature  or  fortune,  could  bestow.  Lady  Hsrtram  loved 
bim  as  her  son ;  and  being  brought  up  with  Ellen,  their  partiality  iocreased  with  their  yean» 
"  The  Baron  of  Raby,  from  whom  his  lady  had  never  experienced  much  kindness,  wai 
absent  on  an  embassy  to  Normandy  for  nearly  two  years.  About  three  months  after  he  left 
England,  Lady  Bertram  died.  Ellen  was  then  in  her  fifteenth  year.  The  kindness  she 
received  from  Edgar  during  her  father's  absence— hie  grief  for  the  loss  of  her  roother--4iifl 
unwearied  attention  to  every  wish  of  her  heart-*the  long  affection  she  had  received  durinf 
many  years—created  a  passion  beyond  friendship.  She  loved  Bdgar  with  the  most  ardent  ten- 
derness ;  while  Edgar's  bosom  reciprocally  felt  the  same  power,  though  he  feared  to  lift  hii 
thoughts  towards  the  lovely  and  accomplished  daughter  of  his  friend  and  patron. 

**  By  the  time  Lord  Bertram  had  returned  £Uen  was  turned  sateen,  and  Edgar  and  EUen  bad 
enjoyed  the  pleasing  hope  of  being  united  (as  they  had  exchanged  their  hearts)  at  his  arrival* 
But,  alas )  bis  return  was  the  beginning  of  their  misfortunes.  Ellen  avowed  her  love,  and 
Edgar  preferred  his  suit,  being  at  that  time  ignorant  of  the  baron's  real  ehamoter  or  the  motivei 
that  actuated  his  bosom,  and  only  conscious  of  their  own  affections,  and  contemplating  saenee 
■of  visionary  happhieis.  A  ;Stern  denial  waa  tJbie  fenilt,  and  Edgar  waa  ordered  to  Wave  the 
hoase  that  very  hour. 

«  Obedience  was  all  Lord  Raby  expected ;  whatever  were  the  feettngs  of  his  nnhappsr 
daughter  and  of  Edgar  he  did  not  regard ;  it  was  in  vain  to  expostulafee  with  one  wheee  heart 
was  callous  to  every  tender  thought.  Suffice  it  to  say.  that  Edgar  only  hadtime  to  write  n  f&w 
lines  expressive  of  unalterable  affection  to  his  adored  Ellen,  and  left  the  boose  immediately,  with 
scarce  three  hundred  pounds,  the  gift  of  Lady  Baby  to  him  at  her  decease,  for  his  future  support. 
**  Ellen  was  confined  in  her  chamber,  and  the  baron  suffered  no  one  to  visit  her  but  himselfl 
At  each  visit  he  loaded  her  with  the  most  cruel  reproaches,  and  strove  all  in  his  power  to 
lessen  Edgar  in  her  esteeoL  It  would  seem  that  the  baron,  while  abroad,  had  contracted 
a*  friendship  for  a  rich  old  Swedish  lord,  to  whom  he  had  promised  his  daughter  in  marr^gey 
and  had  given  such  accounts  of  her  beauty  that  the  Swede  returned  with  him, to  England  for 
the  purpose  of  espousing  the  fair  £Uea. 

**  Disappointed  in  his  hopes  by  the  mutual  affection  which  Bdgar  and  Ellen  had  both 
avowed,  he  had  no  resource  but  dismissing  Edgar  and  imprisoeing  Ellen  till  the  hour  be 
»determinod  she  should  marry  his  friend. 

*'  Ellen  was  thunderstruck  with  astonishment  and  grief  when  she  received  her  father's  com* 
mands,  which  was  not  till  within  two  days  of  the  time  appoinied  for  the  wedding.  So  great 
was  her  love  for  Edgar,  and  her  aversion  to  the  Swede,  4bat.she  determined  to  eseape  tke 
sacrifice,  even  if  she  was  reduced  to  beg  hor  bread.  To  elude  suspicion,  she  feigned  compli* 
ance  with  his  wishes,  and  begged  to  be  permitted  to  adjust  everything  for  the  approaching  day. 
Lord  Raby  was  pleased  with  her  acquiescence,  and  gave  her  her  liberty*  Her  preparations 
convinced  him  how  ready  she  was  to  obey  his  wishes. 

"  On  the  evening  preceding  that  day  which  was  to  unite  her  to  the  man  she  detested,  she 
dressed  herself  in  a  plain  suit,  and  with  a  small  supply  of  necessaries,  and  what  cash  she  bad, 
silently  quitted  Raby  castle. 

'*  Where  to  direct  her  course  she  knew  not.  Edgar  hod  left  the  castle  ten  days,  and  ilie 
had  not  heard  from  him.  All  was  uncertainty.  She  walked  some  miles  undiscovered ;  and» 
faint  with  fatigue,  arrived  at  the  door  of  a  poor  cottage.  Her  heart  shuddered  for  fear  of 
detection ;  for  after  she  had  knocked  at  the  door,  she  recottected  to  have  called  as  this  cottaft 
with  Edgar  sometimes  for  refreshment. 

**  She  was  soon  admitted,  and  craved  a  reception  for  the  night ;  happy  to  find  her  Hiffpf"^ 
entirely  excluded  her  from  the  knowledge  of  the  old  inhabitant,  who  received  her  with  aheartj 
welcome*  apologizing  for  the  indifference  of  her  accommodations,  seylng,  '  They  should  be 
better ;  but  I  have  a  young  man  here  very  ill,  and  sick  at  heart  I  may  say  ;  he  has  been  here 
some  days,  being  too  ill  to  go  farther !— Ah  I  Lord  help  us  I  such  it  is  to  be  dependant  en  a 
great  man's  bounty.  He  was  turned  out  of  doors  at  a  minute's  notice,  and  I  verily  believe 
his  poor  heart  would  have  broke  if  I  had  not  pitied  him.  Ah  I  thank  God !  though  I  am  bnl 
n  poor  old  woman,  I  know  how  to  be  grateful  to  my  friends ;  and  he>  dear  youth,  has  often 
Ama  s  Akud  te  me  nrhea  he  was  in  prosi«iVty« 
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-**  Tbc  old  woman  wf  ped  a  tear  from  her  eye.     ElleQ  felt  for  the  anfortunate  stranger*  and 
Veggcd  to  knovr  who  he  was,  if  it  was  no  secret.    *  Secret  !*  replied  the  woman ;  *no  secret  1 

^re  say Master  Ed^r,  of  Raby  castle ;  everybody  knows  Lord  Raby  has  turned  him  out 

of  doors— and,  poor  creature  !  he  takes  oq  so,  I  am  afraid  he  will  soon  break  his  heart  r 

*<  *  Master  Edgar  ?*  exclaimed  Ellen,  endeavouring  to  conceal  her  emotions,  *  tell  him 
Maude  has  also  been  turned  away,  and.  If  she  could  see  him,  could  say  something  that  would 
be  a  comfort  to  his  poor  afflicted  heart  r 

<*  The  old  woman  repaired  to  Edgar,  informing  him  of  Maude's  dismissal  Edgar,  hoping 
to  hear  something  concerning  his  dear  Ellen,  requested  Maude  might  be  admitted  to  hia 
apartment. 

*<  The  good  woman  introduced  Maude,  and  retired.  But  Edgar  soon  discovered  the  sup- 
posed Maude  was  no  other  than  his  dear  Ellen  Bertram  in  disguise. 

**  She  hastily  ran  over  what  had  transpired  since  he  left  the  castle  $  and  concluded  with 
hoping  for  some  conveyance  to  a  distant  part  of  the  country,  before  it  was  likely  to  be  pursued. 
The  danger  to  which  Kllen  was  exposed  roused  Edgar  to  the  dreadful  idea  of  her  loss,  and 
narriagp  with  another ;  the  bare  supposition  of  such  an  event  taking  place  added  tortares  the 
viost  distractmg.  His  indisporition  was  more  of  the  mind  than  the  body ;  he  arose,  and  hur- 
Tied  to  procure  horses,  that  he  might  convey  her  he  loved  more  than  life  beyond  the  reach  of 
filling  into  the  baron*s  power  ;  which  he  well  knew  would  make  her  for  ever  miserable. 

^  Ellen  partook  of  a  slight  refreshment,  while  Edgar  went  to  procure  some  conveyance. 
The  old  cottager  was  alarmed  to  see  Edgar  at  that  hour  leave  his  bed,  and  strove  to  persuade 
Urn  to  delay  till  morning.     But  Edgar*s  impatience  would  not  brook  delay. 

**  Having  procured  a  horse,  he  hurried  to  Ellen,  and  mounted  her  behind  him ;  then,  aided 
by  the  K<^t  of  the  moon,  joumied  near  thirty  miles  before  morning,  unknowing,  and  not  oaring 
Wfiither  Providence  directed  their  course. 

«  About  six  o*clock  they  arrived  within  sight  of  a  large  town.  Edgar  left  Ellen  about  a 
Irile  before  they  reached  ft,  and  rode  there  alone  for  fear  of  being  discovered.  Here  he  sold 
bis  horse,  and,  foarfnl  of  pursuit,  purchased  a  better  disguise,  choosing  the  habit  of  pilgrims  for 
himself  and  the  unfortunate  Ellen. 

**  Thus  he  returned  to  the  object  of  his  adoration  and  cares ;  and  they  soon  after  entered 
tiie  town  unknown  by  any  one,  where  the  weary  Ellen  obtained  a  bed  to  reoruit  her  strength 
and  spirits,  and  rested  three  hours ;  during  which  time  Edgar  was  busy  in  inquiring  many 
things  which  materially  concerned  them  both. 

**  When  Ellen  awoke  they  pursued  their  journey  on  foot,  fearful  lest  accidents  might  discover 
them  if  they  ventured  to  take  a  horse. 

"  In  this  manner  they  passed  several  fatiguing  days  and  nights,  avoiding  the  high  road  as 
much  as  possible.  Al  length  their  provisions  were  exhausted*  and  having  walked  long  without 
tasting  food,  Ellen,  overcome  with  fatigue  and  anxiety,  fainted  away. 

"  Edgar  was  distracted ;  he  saw  his  beloved  Ellen  almost  expiring  with  want  and  fatigue. 

.  The  powers  of  nature  were  almost  extinguished  in'his  breast,  for  he  also  was  oppressed  with 

the  same  wants,  though  he  had  been  more  able  to  conceal  them  from  the  dear  object  of  his 

«are.     But  now  the  situation  to  which  Ellen  was  reduced  roused  him  to  a  sense  of  all  his 

wants  and  misery  at  once. 

"  Frantic  with  grief  and  despair,  he  poured  forth  his  complaint  and  prayers  to  heaven,  while 
he  held  the  unfortunate  object  of  his  concern  to  his  breast.  He  feared  she  was  dead.  He 
aecused  himself  of  being  the  author  of  her  woe,  and,  in  all  the  bitterness  of  anguish,  lamented 
their  wretched  destiny. 

**  The  night  was  dark,  and,  to  increase  his  distress,  the  angry  heavens  presaged  a  stomu 
No  habitation  appeared  to  which  he  could  convey  the  unhappy  wanderer ;  ho  looked  round— 
and  looked  in  vain — yet  one  ray  glanced  on  his  distracted  senses— he  saw  a  trickling  stream 
Issue  through  the  bank  near  which  Ellen  had  fallen,  from  which  ho  hastily  procured  some 
water,  and  restored  her  to  her  senses. 

•"  Ellen,  although  restored  to  life,  had  not  power  to  move  a  step  further.  Exhausted  and 
sick  at  heart  as  they  b^th  were,  they  sat  down  to  bewail  their  mutual  misfortunes. 

"  It  was  in  the  excess  of  their  prayers  and  complaints  iVxoX  \.Vvfi^\i^<s3w^^x«cv«c"s^J«i  tbwsv 
standing  before  them.     His  beard  was  white  as  snow,  and  iv\\  oti  V\*  Xw^^v.    "  ^M  ^^^w^ 
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■aid  he,  '  embrtee  the  eheerioj^  consolation  of  hope ;  you  are  wicked  in  doubting  tte 
of  the  aupreme  God,  and  in  thiii  gif ing  way  to  despair.     Let  me  fpeali  oonviction  to  jour 
hearts.     In  the  midst  of  your  distresses  in  this  solitary  wild,  where  scarce  a  human  (botatep' 
passes  in  the  oourse  of  a  weeli,  I  am  here  to  assist  you  and  cherish  exhausted   nature. 
Murmur  no  more,  for  heaven's  decrees  are  infinite,  but  follow  me ;  I  will  convey  you  to  a 
•imple  but  wholesome  repast,  and  where  you  may  repose  your  weary  limbs  in  safety.* 

**  Edgar  and  Ellen  fell  on  their  knees  before  their  benign  and  venerable  visitor,  pouring  forth 
their  grateful  acknowledgments. 

^  The  good  man  then  assisted  Edgar  to  support  Ellen  to  his  dwelling— though  not  without 
much  difficulty,  as  they  had  to  climb  a  steep  ascent. 

'*  Bread,  milk,  and  fruits,  were  all  he  had  to  set  before  them :  but  they  enjoyed  in  them  a 
rich  repast.  The  hermit  (for  such  he  was)  resigned  his  bed,  which  Ellen  gladly  accepted,  as 
flhe  stood  in  need  of  repose,  while  the  hermit,  collecting  some  dried  leave?,  threw  over  them  a 
mat,  on  which  he  and  Edgar  sought  repose  till  morning. 

'*  At  breakfast  their  narrative  was  related  to  the  hermit ;  who,  in  return,  related  the  reason 
which  made  him  embrace  a  recluse  life ;  which  was,  that  having  out- lived  all  his  friends  and' 
rektions,  he  determined  to  devote  the  remainder  of  his  days  to  piety ;  and  having  fixed' on  that 
remote  part  for  his  dwelHng,  the  lord  of  the  estate,  when  he  discovered  his  residence,  prtaented 
him  that  spot  to  live  in  during  his  life. 

"  Here,  at  the  request  of  the  hermit,  Edgar  and  Ellen  passed  several  days,  to  reomit  €Mr 
strength  and  spirits ;  and  here  also,  by  this  worthy  man,  they  were  married ;  and,  agreeable  te 
his  request,  they  remained  with  him  several  weeks,  as  he  seemed  to  derive  pleasure  Arom  their 
society. 

*'  Meantime  the  lord  of  the  estate  having  seen  Edgar  and  Ellen,  deigned  to  notice  them* 
The  fbrest-keeper  of  that  nobleman  had  lately  died,  and  he  mentioned  to  the  hermit  his  want* 
of  some  one  to  supply  his  place.  Edgar  ofibred  himselC  and,  recommended  by  the  hermit^ 
soon  obtained  it,  and  removed  to  a  dwelling  near  the  good  man's  habitation,  near  Ellesmere. 
'*  Their  beneficent  patron.  Lord  Somerville,  often  visited  them,  happy  to  see  Edgar's  care  of 
'his  interests.  He  once  inquired  their  origin,  seeing,  from  their  behaviour,  that  they  were  far 
'above  the  common  rank  of  people.  Edgar  acquainted  him  they  were  of  noble  parents,  more 
especially  his  wife ;  but  that  some  circumstances  required  their  situation  and  residence  shottid 
he  a  secret ;  and  Jx>rd  Somerville  sought  to  know  no  more. 

"  They  had  not  lived  in  this  calm  retreat  above  three  months,  when  my  father  found  our 
dear  Edric.  I  have  before  related  how  happy  they  were  with  their  charge ;  but  they  would 
have  been  trebly  so,  had  they  known  to  whom  the  dear  boy  belonged,  to  have  restored  him  to 
his  parents.  In  a  year  and  a  half  afterwards  I  was  bom,  and,  if  it  were  possible^  inoreased 
their  happiness.  ■ 

"  My  mother  had  several  children,  beside  myself,  who  all  died  young.  Thus  our  time  pasted 
away.  Edric  was  brought  up  to  my  father's  employment,  and  I  to  assist  my  mother,  till  wHhin 
these  three  years,  when  Edric  suddenly  evinced  such  a  propensity  for  arms,  that  it  was  difficult 
to  restrain  his  impetuosity.  My  father  expostulated  with  him,  and  endeavoured  to  convince 
him  of  the  small  hopes  of  advancement  a  young  man  in  the  humble  sphere  of  life  he  was  oould 
expect ;  but  Edric  was  fixed,  though  he  concealed  his  sentiments  for  a  time. 

'*  About  this  period  Lord  Somerville,  as  a  reward  for  long-tried  integrity,  offered  my  father 
a  situation  at  court  of  some  consequence,  which  he  accepted,  but  chose  my  mother  to  remain 
vrhere  f he  was ;  for  he  still  feared  the  resentment  of  the  Baron  of  Raby,  and  thought  it  most 
prudent  for  her  to  remain  concealed  in  the  country. 

^'  Edric  was  with  us ;  but  often  appeared  thoughtful  and  silent,  and  my  father,  who  often 
visited  us,  perceiving  some  anxiety  lay  in  his  heart,  made  his  thoughts  known  to  Lord  Somer- 
ville, who  took  upon  himself  to  conduct  Edric  to  London,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  my  father  and 
unknown  to  him,  first  presented  Edric  to  the  king  as  the  son  of  Edgar  de  Rosenberg.  The 
king  was  pleased  with  his  manners,  and  through  the  solicitations  of  Lord  Somerville,  gave 
hhn  a  command  in  an  anny  just  raised  to  be  sent  against  the  rebels,  which  Edric  immediately 
repaired  to,  and  acquitted  himself  with  such  honour  that  he  rapidly  advanced  to  be  the  chief 
<?0i»x»ander. 

l^eMMT  Mtmhtf    1  our  beloved  Edric's  oonquermf^  vaoT^t— l^a  fayourlte  of  the  king— 
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th9  IkYoiirite  of  hit  etuntiy.    And  to  latUfted  wm  the  king  with  the  oooduet  of  Edric  aiMb> 
BBj  father,  that  the  latter  aUo  received  a  tignal  mark  of  bis  lavour,  in  being  created  Baron 
Biiaenberg. 

'*  And  thus  my  mother  and  myself  were  situated*  when  the  rebel  army  invested  Shrewsbury* 
Lord  Soraenrille  was  in  London,  and  we  bad  nowhere  to  fly  to ;  my  mother  compelled  to  be  • 
seeret  for  more  reasons  than  one,  and  assume  a  cheerfulness  now  foreign  to  her  heart ;  for  the 
joys  we  used  to  experience  were  much  abated  by  my  &ther  and  £dric*s  absence.  In  fine.  our:> 
protectors  thus  many  miles  distant  from  us,  we  were  obliged  to  fly,  when  the  armies  met  to 
engage,  and  thus  fell  into  the  hands  of  Fitzosric  We  have  scrupulously  concealed  who  we 
are,  fearful  of  augmenting  our  distresses,  if  the  baron  should  be  one  of  liOrd  Raby's  friends." 


CHAPTER    XI. 

"  No,  my  love  i*  said  Lady  Jane,  clisping  her  to  her  bosom,  *'you  shall  not  be  detained;  I 
wfll  seek  lor  your  mother.  Ellen  Bertram  shall  not  be  forgotten  in  St  £gbert*s  castle  U-cruA-, 
fortme  has  left  me  something  yet  to  love !  something  for  which,  after  so  many  years  of  mi8eiy«  , 
I  Irish  to  live  !^£llen  Bertram  was  my  earliest  friend,  and  Jane  was  equally  beloved  by  hert 
—oh !  what  various  emotions  I  have  experienced  during  your  recital  1— my  Edric  I  my  friend  1. 
at  OBoe  discovered !-— he,  whom  I  have  so  long  mourned  as  dead  I— and  'that  dear  friend,  the 

kisd  protectress  of  my  then  deserted  child  Y* Lady  Jane  could  say  no  more,,  but  burst  inta^ 

a  flood  of  tears.    Much  conversation  ensued  as  soon  as  her  ladyship  was  able  to  quell  the  : 
tamults  of  her  throbbing  heart ;  and  many  inquiries  concerning  those  dear  to  her ;  and  Elgiva , 
gave  a  succinct  account  of  every  incident  she  could  call  to  her  recolleotion  during  the  last 
•even  years,  partly  concerning  her  father  and  mother,  and  partly  of  the  conduct  of  Edric,  that : 
Lttdy  Jane  apparently  grew  quite  happy,  and  longed  to  experience  that  felicity  in  the  meeting 
with  those  she  held  most  dear,  which  her  fluttering  heart  fondly  anticipated. 

.Towards  tbe  close  of  the  day  they  were  interrupted  by  Ethelwald,  who  came  to  inform 
Lady  Jane  he  had  not  been  able  to  discover  anything  concemhig  the  fate  of  Ellen. 

Elgiva  felt  a  tremulous  shock  at  the  sight  of  him,  being  still  apprehensive  of  the  baron  $. 
b«t  Lady  Jane  bade  her  be  comforted ;  she  wouki  venture  out  of  the  chambers  at  nighty  and 
hoped  she  might  be  more  successful  than  any  yet  had  been. 

Leaving  the  ladies  to  their  conversation  and  conjectures,  to  wait  the  approach  of  night- 
let  us  return  to  the  Baron  Fitzosric.     Having  drunk  pretty  freely,  he  enjoyed  a  sound  repose  ;  ; 
when  morning  came  he  proceeded  to  visit  Ellen  egain,  in  hopes  to  bend  her  to  his  wishes. 

He  softly  unlocked  the  door  of  her  chamber,  and  discovered  her  on  her  knees  at  prayer  . 
befbre  a  crucifix.     So  entirely  were  her  thoughts  engrossed  with  devotion,  that  the  baron  stole^ 
ma  her  unperceived.     Her  attitude,  and  the  fervency  of  her  prayer,  raised  the  admiration  of 
Fitzosric  and  struck  his  heart  with  an  irresistible  awe ;  so  much  that  he  did  not  dare  to 
iBterrupt  her. 

At  length  he  heard  her  request  heaven's  protection  for  her  husband  and  daughter  1 

At  the  word  husband  he  started,  and  doubted  whether  he  clearly  understood  what  she' 
laid ;  and  Ellen  soon  perceived  her  unwelcome  visitor,  who  so  rudely  broke  on  her  orisons. 

**  Why  this  early  intrusion,  my  lord?**  said  Ellen,  rising  from  her  knees. 

**  Madam— madam— **  said  he^  hesitating,  "  I  come  to  offer  you  my  hand  and  fortune ;  to 
remove  you  from  this  temporary  confinement,  and. lead  you  where  pleasure  courts  and. 
affluence  awaiu  you  !    Will  you  accept  me  as  a  husband?" 

'*  It  is  an  hononr,  my  lord,  I  do  not  wisli,  nor  can  I  accept.*' 

•«  And  why  not  accept,  since  it  will  relieve  you  from  all  your  present  difficulties?"  ^    . 

**  It  is  not  generously  done,  my  lord,  to  force  an  unfortunate  woman  into  difficulties,  whom 
malicious  fate  has  cast  into  your  power.     And  if  you  thus  arbitrarily  treat  me,  for  no  fault, 
whatever,  what  am  I  to  expect  if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  accept  your  ofier  ?" 

^  Everything  in  ray  power  to  atone  for  my  past  conduct,  and  the  inquietude  I  have  caused 

you." 

'*  It  is  not  in  your  power  to  atone  for  the  misery  you  have  caused  me !  and  torprcvent  any 
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Ibrtfaer  reqvestt  of  a  nature  that  diatnusts  ne  to  tldiik  dl-knoir,  ay  lord,  I  ■»  abeniy 
naiTiedr 

**  Married  I**  said  Fiizosric,  recollecting  she  named  husband  in  her  prayer ;  ''and  pnf, 
HMidam,  why  was  I  to  long  kept  in  Ignoranoe  <rf  ft  ?** 

*'  Because,  ny  lord,  I  saw  no  neoessitr  f6r  aoquainUng  you  with  ny  aSUn." 
i  ^     «  Disappointed  again  r*  said  FYtzosHc  mentally,  **  tmt  I  will  obey  the  dictatei  of  my  WfoiUm 

iSie  shall  not  escape  me "  and  he  attempted  to  seise  her  fn  his  annt;  but  sha  dndod  hit 

grasp,  and  with  a  scomftil  frown  bade  him  not  dare  presun^  to  add  insult  to  the  wrongi  he 
had  already  heaped  on  her.  **  Wretch  !**  said  she,  **  you  ha^e  Ibroed  me  and  my  ehild 
Into  this  abhorred  castle,  far  from  aH  my  friends — separated  me  from  my  Elginu-tohi  me 
from  every  earthly  comfort !  But  my  mind  is  free — my  soul  is  above  you  1  and  know,  piond 
baron,  it  disdains  you  !  and  despises  your  moUee  !** 

Fitzosric  stood  motionless  with  astonishment  to  think  how  she,  in  her  defenceless  situatioii, 
should  dare  to  reject  his  solicitations,  and  avow  her  contempt  so  boldly.  He  was  hurt  to  the 
soul  to  hear  her  declare  she  despised  him — him— whom  he  proudly  and  vainty  imagined  tte 
woman  could  look  on  with  indifference,  yet  awed  by  the  determined  manner  she  spoke,  aad 
Jbaifiil  of  exciting  her  anger,  he  diose  to  silenoe  his  intended  requests,  entreated  her  pardaa,  if 
Us  words  had  given  her  offence ;  assuring  her,  it  wu  most  distant  from  hb  tbougfato  to  ceoM 
her  either  uneasiness  or  anger ;  that  she  must  have  greatly  misconstrued  him ;  and  assured  bar 
he  would  not  do  her  any  wrong;  hoping  also  she  would  entertain  a  more  £ivourable  opieioft 
of  him  than  to  harbour  any  suspicion  te  his  disadvantage. 

*  My  lord,**  said  EHen,  **  my  cause  is  committed  to  the  Almighty  ruler  of  the  universe  1  fci 
his  goodness  is  all  my  hopes,  in  his  merdAil  protection  all  my  trust.  I  have  no  dread  of  whet 
Is  in  your  power  to  inflict  on  me,  a  superior  power  shields  me  from  your  injustice,  and  supperte 
ne  through  ail  the  evUs  you  would  &in  doom  me  to  suffer;  leave  me,  my  lord,  I  entreat  yeo^ 
that  I  may  coaolode  the  tributo  of  a  gratoftd  heart  to  the  beneficent  and  ali-gradous  Bdef 
srho  has  sustained  me  in  the  weary  pilgrimage  of  life,  so  shail  you  be  entitied  to  my  tlmniw.*' 

Ellen  then  turned  trom  him  with  a  degree  of  composure ;  and  Fitsosric,  awed  by  ttie  meetioi^ 
of  that  supreme  Behig,  whom  oonsoience  accused  liim  of  having  repeatedly  offended,  dared  in* 
terrupther  frirther;  but  left  the  chamber,  carefully  securing  the  door. 

When  he  reached  his  own  apartments  he  threw  himself  into  an  arm-chatr,  and  gave  vest 
to  the  turbulent  passions  of  his  heart,  which  burst  with  greator  violence,  becanae,  in  the  pve* 
senee  of  Ellen,  he  had  suppressed  as  much  as  possible  his  resentment.  He  now  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  that  resentment  utterance :  he  loaded  her  with  every  insulting  epithet,  and 
Towed  no  longer  than  that  night  to  delay  the  gratification  of  bb  passion  by  violent  neansi  er^ 
if  he  should  not  succeed,  to  lay  her  <tead  at  his  feet ;  but  the  quantity  of  wine  wfaioh  he  eon- 
aumed  after  his  evening  meal  deprived  him  for  that  night  of  all  power  of  Udnking  of  anytliing. 

At  midnight  Lady  Jane  ventured  from  the  north  chambers,  in  hopes  to  discover  wiiere  EUeA 
was  concealed.  £lgi  va  had  previously  informed  lier  wliere  she  had  been  searching— ^e  gaUefy^. 
the  chapels,  the  various  apartments  leading  therefrom,  the  lumber  room,  and  that  where  tlie 
body  of  Birtha  Siward  (for  so  it  was)  lay— therefore  it  was  useless  for  Lady  Jane  to  examine 
them.  She  therefore  determined  to  search  tiie  chamber  of  Fitzosric,  wiiere,  to  her  inflnito  joy, 
she  found  a  key  which  she  knew  opened  tlie  stair-foot  door  leading  to  the  turret  in  the  aoufli 
tower. 

Swift  as  lightning  were  the  footsteps  of  Lady  Jane  till  she  reached  tliat  place :  hevii^ 
locked  the  door  after  her,  she  ascended  the  stairs,  and  perceived  a  light  in  the  ghamber  aboffr 
Lady  Jane's  appearance  was,  as  has  been,  before  described,  sufficient  to  terrify  the  beholder^ 
This  night  she  was  more  particularly  so,  in  case  of  eooounteriog  Fitxonic  or  tlmt  he  should 
have  been  awake  when  sue  entered  his  chamber* 

Ellen  heard  the  door  unlock,  and  dreaded  the  approach  of  the  baron ;  miable  to  wrM  Vtak, 
^e  commended  herself  to  heaven,  and  fervently  implored  proteetion. 

Just  at  that  moment  Lady  Jane  entered  the  room* 

Ellen  started  as  the  mysterious  visitor  entered ;  and  an  irresistible  sometliing,  allied  to 
fear,  stole  insensibly  over  her  senses  so  much  that  it  rendered  her  unable  to  move  or  speek. 
Sbe  perceived  it  was  not  Htsosrie ;  and  as  the  alarming  object  approached  nearer*^  Am  saw 
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tiM  «lotli«f  men  spotted  with  blood !  She  gazed  in  fixed  astooiahment,  and  recollecting:  the 
eountenance  of  her  beloved  friend  Isdy  Wallingford,  exclaimed  "  Mercy,  heaven  \-^  what 
dreadfnl  vision  is  this  ?-*who  has  been  gnilty  of  so  foul  a  deed  ?— Jane  1  my  dear  Jane  !  say  — 
who  ?" — and  she  suok  on  her  pillow,  overcome  with  amazement. 

"  Fear  not,"  said  Lady  Jane ;  "  rise  instantly ;  let  not  dismay  overcome  your  spints—rise 
and  follow,  say  not  a  word,  be  quick,  or  all  is  lort.  I  will  conduct  you  lafe  where  you  shall 
#it  Elgiva,  and  all  your  heart  can  wish." 

fiUea,  without  answering  a  word,  hastily  wrapped  her  apparel  roond  her  while  Lady  Jane 
was  speaking,  and  silently  followed  her  conductress. 

They  descended  the  stairs*  Lady  Jane  closed  the  door;  then  proceeded  down  the  next 
stairs,  and  continued  along  the  great  gallery,  passing  swifUy  by  the  door  of  Fitsosric's  chamber. 
They  then  entered  the  north  gallery,  and  harried  along  to  the  north  chamber,  the  door  of 
which  Lady  Jane  easily  opened,  and  bode  Ellen  enter,  which  she  did.  Lady  Jane  then  left 
4ier,  that  she  might  return  and  replace  the  key  in  Fitzosric's  chamber,  which  she  did  unper* 
calved,  and  quickly  repaired  to  the  north  chamber. 

'  •  Astonishment  tied  Ellen's  tongue,  as  she  saw  what  she  imagined  the  mysterious  visioD 
tdepart ;  and  she  threw  herself  on  her  knees  in  humble  thanksgiving  to  the  Almighty  for  her 
mivaoulons  escape ;  when  Elgiva  approached,  who,  sinking  also  on  her  knees,  equally  thankful, 
4j|a8ped  her  beloved  mother  in  her  arms. 

At  this  happy  moment  Lady  Jane  returned,  and  secured  the  door  to  prevent  intrusioa* 
Her  appearance  rather  alarmed  EUen ;  but  Lady  Jane  inmiediately  threw  aside  her  habit,  and 
appeared  in  a  plain  white  vest ;  saying,  "  Be  not  alarmed,  my  long-lost  friend  1  Providenoe 
lua  concealed  me  a  long  while,  happily  to  relieve  you  from  imprisonment,  and  e¥ery  evil  which 
the  ungoverned  passions  of  the  baron  might  inflict  op  you.  Oh !  let  me  bless  the  day  that 
aadoded  me  from  the  world,  if  I  have  been  instrumental  to  your  safety  and  deliverance.  Your 
41000-loved  Jane  is  not  dead !  she  lives,  to  press  her  amiable  friend  to  her  breast ;  and  to  thank 
iiier  for  all  the  tenderness  she  has  bestowed  on  her  dear  son  Edric  P' 

Ellen  and  Lady  Jane  flew  into  each  other's  arms,  and  embraced  with  transport*  EUen'a 
anrprise  being  somewhat  abated,  and  her  mind  restored  to  tranquillity  by  the  presence  and  joy 
•cf  Elgiva,  requested  an  explanation  of  the  mysterious  circumstances  she  had  heard  and  seen  ; 
and  also  expressed  ber  aftonishment  to  imagine  how  her  dear  Edric  was  discovered  to  be  tbo 
son  of  her  long-lost,  though  much-esteemed  friend. 

<*  Your  curiosity  shcUl  be  gratified,"  said  Lady  Jane;  ''but  suspend  it  a  short  time,  till  I 
land  you  to  a  more  remote  and  secure  part  of  the  castle." 

Lady  Jane  took  one  hand  of  Ellen  and  Elgiva  the  other,  and  led  her  into  an  interior  apart- 
aaent,  where  Lady  Jane  gave  her  a  brief  account  of  everything  that  had  happened. 


CHAPTER  XII. 
Ladt  Jane  now  thought  of  consulting  Ethelwald  what  measure  it  would  be  most  prudent  to 
adopt.  He  did  not,  however,  arrive  so  early  as  was  expected,  and  it  was  quite  evening  before 
1m  came,  when  he  informed  Lady  Jane  that  he  had  been  out  on  particular  business  for  the 
baron  the  greatest  part  of  the  day,  who  had  been  in  a  most  violent  passion,  but  would  not 
any  exactly  for  what,  still  at  times  execrating  the  name  of  Elgiva,  and  vowing  vengeance 
whenever  be  met  her  again. 

Ethclwald  advised  Lady  Jane  to  prevail  on  Elgiva  to  disguise  herself  carefully  and  to  leave 
the  castle.  Shrewsbury  was  but  a  few  miles  ofi*,  where  she  could  procure  a  conveyance  to 
take  her  to  any  of  her  friends,  who  would  undoubtedly  come  to  relieve  her  mother,  and  that,  if 
abe  had  sufficient  courage,  it  would  be  most  prudent  for  her  to  go  alone ;  for  two  people 
being  together  would  subject  them  to  observation. 

"  But  how  can  she  leave  the  castle  unobserved  ?**  said  Lady  Jane. 

**  There  rests  the  difficulty-.it  is  totally  impossible  for  her  to  go  out  at  the  portal*  Evea 
were  I  the  person  who  guarded  the  door,  it  would  be  no  easy  task,  as  there  are  sentinels  oa 
the  draw. bridge  :  but  the  gate  has  two  new  attendants— determined  and  daring  men,  and  It 
ftrikes  me  that  the  baron  has  some  desperate  deed  in  hand,  ai  he  it  CreK^w^^  ^^MKcS^uifidsiQk 
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with  ihcm,  or  with  two  othcn  of  equally  ferociout  aspeoi.  TThLf  mornii^  mhtu  be  ttroic,  ho 
teemed  very  angry  that  he  bad  slept  so  lata.  While  1  was  prefKuring  aonethiog  which  ho 
ordered,  1  misted  him  suddenly.  After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour*a  absence,  he  entered  the 
chamber  in  so  violent  a  passion  that  he  could  not  articulate  a  word.  It  inunediately  stmok  aw 
that  you  had  released  this  lady*  hue  firom  what  he  attempted  to  utter  I  could  not  collect  any«i 
thing  satis£sctory.  He  often  pronounced  Slgiva,  threatoning  what  lie  would  do ;  and  whoa 
he  was  able  to  speak,  he  said : — *  If  she  had  fled  from  the  castle»  which  he  believed  it  neaily 
impossible  to  do,  there  yet  remained  a  way  to  be  revenged ;  lor  it  was  still  in  his  power  In 
wring  Elgiva's  hearL'  '*   - 

**Elgiva*s  heart!**  exolaimed  Lady  Jane;  '*what  oould  he  mean  by  that?  If  tlieyiy 
beyond  his  barbarous  reach,  how  can  he  be  revenged  ?'* 

«* Of  that  Iknow  not,** said  Ethelwaldi  **but  be  assured  there  is  something  dreadfulte 
his  mind.  But  I  will  proceed,  and  you  must  judge  whether  my  suspicions  are  ill  founded*  Ho 
ordered  me  to  take  horse  immediately  on  some  business,  and  return  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
obeyed.  I  was  gone  about  three  hours ;  and  when  I  came  back  waf  informed  that  the  haroB 
was  in  the  drawing-room.  Thither  1  hastened  to  acquaint  him  with  my  return,  but,  to  my 
aurprise,  found  the  door  fastened  on  the  insUcb  and  the  baron  talkbig  very  loud.  What  ht 
had  been  saying  I  know  not,  but  I  heard  a  strange  man*a  voice  answer  him  theae  wocds  if^^. 

"  *  Were  I  as  once  you  knew  me,  you  would  as  soon  have  entered  a  lion's  den  as  to,  hawt 
dared  to  treat  me  thus.  You  I  have  not  offended.  You  pretend  to  serve  the  same  ]Liaf.aa  !• 
\7hat,  then,  is  my  crime  ?  Answer  me,  Fltsosiic ;  for  only  by  the  insidious  arta  of  """"irjy 
treachery  could  I  have  fallen  into  your  power.* 

**  *  Away  with  him  1  Treachery ! — Dares  he  say  this  in  my  presence  ?«-Choke  the  Wflci 
in  hia  throat  r  said  Fitxosric 

**  *  Are  you  a  man,'  resumed  the  stranger, '  to  treat  a  prisoner  thus  ?— My  hands  coofiot^ 
unable  to  defend  myself  against  your  assassins.  Baron«  this  deed  will  reflect  eternal  disgraot 
on  you.  My  wrongs  will  mount  to  heaven,  and  ask  for  vengeance  there ;  my  life  you  maf 
rob  me  of,  but  my  honour  is  untainted.* 

"  A  confused  noise  now  rung  through  the  i^wrtment.  I  heard  the  clank  of  diaias»  bat 
'Could  not  clearly  distinguish  what  wis  said.  At  last  all  was  silent,  and  I  retired  from  tho 
door,  fearful  he  should  discover  me  listenmg.  Whoever  the  prisoner  was,  he  was  conveyed 
out  at  the  other  door. 

"  Soon  after  the  baron  called  for  me.  When  I  approached  him  I  perceived  he  was  much 
agitated,  and  his  mind  so  much  engaged  on  what  had  happened,  that  he  seemed  quite  inat* 
tentivc  to  what  I  said ;  and  thus  has  passed  the  time  till  now.*' 

**  Who  can  the  prisoner  be,  Ethelwald  ?  My  heart  is  solicitous  to  know  hia  destiny*  An 
there  no  means  ?**  said  Lady  Jane. 

*'  Alas  I**  replied  Ethelwald,  "  I  am  not  in  his  confidence.  The  men  I  before  mentioned  are 
his  assistants  in  this  affair ;  and  you  know  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  inquire  anything  of 
them.    My  life,  I  dare  say,  would  be  the  forfeit** 

«  What  is  to  be  done?'* 

**  Submit  with  patience  to  all  heaven's  decrees  ;  for  in  this  unfortunate  man's  cause  I  ean 
do  nothing ;  nor  where  be  is  confined  I  know  not.  For  Elgiva^-as  there  does  not  remaia 
the  least  probability  of  her  escaping  at  the  castle  gate,  let  her,  when  night  has  wrapt  tho 
baron  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  castle  in  sleep,  go  into  the  garden.  1  will  leave  the  door 
the  entered  this  place  at  open.  Give  her  this  key ;  it  will  open  a  door  about  half  way  dowm 
the  wall  on  the  left  hand  side,  which  will  immediately  communicate  with  the  road  towards 
Shrewsbury,  if  she  turns  to  the  right ;  and  my  prayers,  if  the  prayers  of  a  sincere  penitent 
ean  avail,  will  be  for  her  safety." 

Lady  Jane  took  the  key  with  thanks,  and  he  departed.  She  then  returned  to  the  ladies 
to  inform  them  of  her  proposition,  and  to  prepare  for  Elgiva's  departure,  which  took  up  somo 
time  and  consideration.  Elgiva's  heart  throbbed  with  transport  at  the  thought  of  teleaaing 
her  mother,  and  bringing  friends  to  vindicate  the  wrongs  which  Fitzosric  had  heaped  on  them; 
and  she  knew  she  oould  now  quit  the  castle  with  more  satisfaction,  as  her  mother  was  safti 
mnder  the  care  of  Lady  Jane. 

E^rmlB  cligglUaP^  Kceivitd  a  aevere  shock  when  La4y  Jane  named  another  prisoaiiv 
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Sbe  aUIed  to  renrambranee  tb«  mournfo]  souiid  that  proeeeded  from  the  watch.tower,  and 
Crated  on  her  heart  when  she  met  FHaosric  in  the  garden.  She  called  to  mind  the  agitation 
ind  surpriae  he  appeared  to  tnfTer  when  he  obaerTed  she  took  notice  of  it.  The  sound  was 
stffl  in  her  ears,  and  she  related  to  Lady  Jane  the  effect  it  had  on  her  mind,  hcseeching  her,  if 
it  was  in  her  power,  to  search  Into  the  mystery  of  the  concealed  unfortunate  in  the  watch- 
tower,  and  trusted,  through  Ethelwald's  means,  to  discover  who  the  prisoner  was.  Lady 
Jane  auured  her  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  discover  and  assist  the  prisoner  to  the  utmost 
•f  her  power. 

The  castie  clocl;  had  struciL  eleven,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  castle  were  retired  to  rest. 
E%lva's  heart  beat  with  unusual  agitation,  but  when  the  hour  of  her  departure  arrived, 
ahe  tooli  the  key  that  was  to  lead  her  to  saiaty,  and,  wrapping  herself  up  In  a  hNig  dark  cloak 
given  her  as  a  disguise  by  Lady  Jane,  and  embracing  them  alternately,  quitted  them,  whil* 
the  tears  started  In  their  eyes  at  parting.  , 


s  CHAPTER    XIIL 

BtfroiK  we  prooeed  to  follow  the  steps  of  Elgiva,  It  will  be  necessary  to  revert  to  the  nnforta- 
iktB  Edric  Dragged  to  a  dismal  prison,  day  after  day  passed  on  without  his  being  able  to 
iioertain  where  he  was,  or  by  whose  order  he  was  confined.  He  was  constantly  attended  l^j 
Iwb  men,  who  regularly  brought  him  food,  though  it  was  of  the  coarsest  quality.  If  he  spoke 
to  them,  he  was  always  answered  in  an  insulting  and  vulgar  manner.  He  soon  perceived  they 
thfirtf  too  much  the  creatures  of  their  wicked  employer  for  him  to  attempt  gaining  hU  liberty 
by  the  promise  of  any  future  reward.  His  door  was  strongly  secured,  and  his  window  at  too 
f^eat  a  distance  from  the  fioor  to  permit  him  to  ascertain  the  sitnation  In  which  his  prison 
Stood.  In  this  miserable  manner  passed  away  several  weeks.  Day  after  day  Ibgered  away 
Ib  the  same  dismal  uncertainty.  Edric  grew  melancholy,  and  his  health  appeared  evidently 
on  the  decline. 

'  At  length  the  day  arrived  that  he  was  led  to  suppose,  by  the  oonversation  and  manners  of 
Us  keepers,  that  he  should  be  liberated ;  but  he  was  astonished  to  find,  when  they  wen,  going 
fb  lead  him  to  his  expected  ftvedom,  that  his  hands  were  not  released  from  his  chains,  and  ha 
was  conveyed  down  stairs,  and  along  a  covered  passage,  till  he  entered  the  drawing-room  of 
8t  Egbert's  Castle.  Here  his  amazement  was  redoubled,  and  his  heart  beat  with  unusual 
palpitation.  There  was  something  in  the  appearance  of  that  room  that  was  perfectly  fimiiliar 
to  his  eye  and  recollection,  though  he  knew  not  how  to  account  for  It ;  for  at  that  time  he  did 
not  know  he  was  in  St  Egbert's  Castle,  or  in  the  power  of  the  Baron  Pitzosric  Yet  the 
paintings  in  the  superb  apartment  claimed  bis  attention ;  and  a  secret  veneration,  mixed  with 
anxiety,  filled  his  heart,  and  caused  him  to  sigh,  for  reasons  he  could  not  account  for. 

After  he  had  waited  about  half  an  hour  the  haughty  Fitzosric  entered.  Then,  and  not 
till  then,  did  he  discover  who  had  so  treacherously  waylaid  and  detained  him ;  but  could  form 
no  conjecture  why  he  had  acted  so,  as  Fitzosric  had  sworn  allegiance  to  the  Conqueror,  and 
had  withdrawn  himself  ftt>m  the  confederacy.  How,  then,  or  why,  servants  of  the  same  king 
could  Fitzosric  dare  to  secure  and  detain  him  ?  They  started  at  the  sight  of  each  other ;  and 
the  baron,  expecting  to  crush  the  youthfol  warrior  with  a  display  of  his  greatness  and  power* 
loaded  him  with  invective  and  reproaches,  which  Edric  received  and  replied  to  with  forbear- 
ance. At  length  Fitzosric  was  so  exasperated  with  rage  and  disappointment  for  the  unac- 
countable disappearance  of  Ellen,  that  he  was  about  to  sacrifice  Edric  to  his  resentment  with 
Ills  own  hand ;  a  moment's  thought,  however,  changed  his  determination  -,  he  ordered  him 
from  his  presence. 

The  mysterious  escape  of  Ellen  tortured  Pitzosric  to  the  sooL  He  could  not  imagine  how 
it  could  have  been  effected.  No  one  was  privy  to  her  confinement ;  he  himself  was  the  only 
person  who  had  ever  attended  her ;  the  key  of  her  prison  was  never  suffered  to  be  out  of  his 
possession.  To  account  for  her  disappearance  was  impossible ;  yet  believhig  she  must  be 
somewhere  concealed  in  the  castle,  all  his  investigation  and  search  was  useless. 

It  was  thus  enraged  that  ha  ordered  the  prisoner  Edric  to  be  conducted  to  him,  and  wu 
abont  to  phugc  the  dagger  into  the  breast  of  the  tmhapin  IvsAk^  i^boai^twisDKti^  x^k^&m^ 
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tton  made  him  drop  his  hand ;  for,  duriog  this  interview,  he  had  gazed  on  Edrie  with 
tions  unfelt  before ;  and  he  hnagined  in  him  he  beheld  the  ghost  of  bis  once-loved  frimd  (fiur 
every  feature  of  Lord  Wallingford  glowed  on  his  countenance),  which  unnerved  his  arm,  and  *^ 
prevented  his  giving  the  blow.     He  ordered  Edric  from  his  presence,  yet  determined  he  shoold  ^ 
die  by  poison.  / 

After  the  men  had  re-conducted  Edric  to  his  prison,  they  returned  to  receive  Fltzofrio'tf 
orders.  He  r^ealcd  his  intentions,  desiring  them  to  give  Edric  a  powerful  poiMMi  in  hif 
beverage,  and  the  men  departed  to  obey  his  orders. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

Eloiva,  possessed  of  the  key,  which  she  fdiidly  flattered  herself  would  soon  deliver  her  from 
the  Castle  of  St  Egbert,  hastened  to  obey  the  direction  given  her  by  Lady  Jane,  and  directed 
her  steps  through  the  garden  where  she  hod  met  Fitzosric,  and  remembered  once  having 
heard  a  voice  in  complaint,  which  apparently  proceeded  from  a  watch-tower  at  the  frrUnifc 
extremity  of  the  garden,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  castle.  She  did  aot  iiDiii»> 
<liately  recollect  the  way  Fitzosric  led  her  towards  the  tower ;  but  when  she  readied  the 
•garden  of  the  castle,  the  complaining  voice  recurred  to  her  memory,  and  she  sighed  %.  wiaii 
that  it  was  in  her  power  to  assist  the  person  she  supposed  was  there  confined.  But  her  own 
liberty  was  her  dearest  object,  and  too  precious  to  neglect  for  anything  else ,  and  she  riBfei 
about  the  garden,  hoping  to  find  the  outlet  described  by  Lady  Jane. 

She  pursued  her  way  beneath  the  garden  wall,  fancying  it  to  be  the  right  path  ;  but  wif 
surprised  to  find  it  soon  terminated,  and  the  avenue  leading  therefrom  conducted  her  into  a 
thicket  of  trees,  almost  inextricable,  into  which  many  walks  joined  as  a  maze,  which  perpleieA 
her,  and  she  began  to  imagine  there  was  no  end  to  the  pursuit.  </ 

She  had  walked  for  near  an  hour,  and  grew  fatigued  with  her  excursion,  and  at  that  tioM 
fancied  herself  far  distant  from  the  castle ;  for  her  mind  was  too  much  occupied  by  her  own 
troubfSKlo  moke  any  particular  observations ;  when,  suddenly  raising  her  head*  she  observed 
the  tower  of  St  Egbert's  Castle,  and  perceived  she  was  just  entering  the  aven^  of  treei 
leading  to  the  back  gate ;  there  also  appeared  a  light  in  Fitzosric^s  chamber,  and  one  in  that 
she  lately  occupied. 

Fearful  of  approaching  too  near,  she  again  quitted  the  castle,  wondering  by  what  straA^B 
chance  or  neglect  she  had  returned  to  it,  and  soon  found  another  walk,  which  she  was  deter- 
mined to  trace,  hoping  it  would  be  more  fortunate  than  the  former.  But,  in  the  end,  this 
proved  of  as  little  effect  as  the  preceding  ;  for,  after  a  walk  of  some  length,  she  again  saw  she 
was  within  a  few  paces  of  St  Egbert's  Castle,  and  the  light  still  remained  bumiiy  in  Fiti« 
osric*8  room. 

Her  vexation  was  now  extreme,  and  she  began  to  imagine,  if  there  was  a  possibility  of 
enchantment,  that  the  castle  must  be  under  its  influence ;  for  the  iarther  she  believed  herself 
from  it,  the  nearer  she  always  found  herself^  Fatigue  obliged  her  to  find  some  place  where 
she  might  rest,  and  sorrow  and  disappomtment  claimed  their  ascendancy,  and  pressed  to  be 
indulged.  She  therefore  retired  for  a  few  minutes  to  an  arbour  to  vent  her  tears,  and  mt 
fW)m  her  fatigue,  where  she  hoped  she  might  not  be  observed. 

The  night  was  unnsually  serene — the  wind  had  ceased  to  blow—scarce  a  leaf  nodded  oa 
the  trees— all  nature  seemed  lulled  to  soft  repose.  So  calm  a  silenoe  prevailed,  that  the  leait 
noise  might  be  heard ;  and  as  Fitzosric  often  walked  out  by  night  in  his  garden,  her  fears 
redoubled  lest  she  might  be  discovered,  and  again  feel  the  iron  rod  of  his  arbitrary  power:  but 
he  had  retired  to  rest — his  tyranny  slept— his  vengeance  was  satiated. 

When  somewhat  recovered  she  again  determined  to  seek  the  outlet  descrtbed*  and  i«t^f 
her  escape. 

Unknowing  which  path  would  lead  her  to  the  desired  plaoe,  she  yielded  her  canse  to  Pn>vi» 
denoe,  and  took  the  first  path  that  presented  itself.     Accordingly  she  entered  that  opposite  ta 
hw,  Mod  found  H  wound  by  a  variety  of  turnbgs  to  the  left.    It  was  eotirdy  overshadowed,  • 
mUhUv^  ^ytl^hiii[K\f^OI!&nsA\nnmiyi^}ss^^  '. 
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flw  deepeniA^  gloom  witfa  Mcrct  dreod ;  fcar  ttcodcrated  Her  steps,  and  she  swept  the  sproond 

ffHh  rapidity 

Again  the  unhappy  Elgiva  was  doomed  to  meet  with  dtsappc^tment ;  for  the  path  did  not 

nSKh  the  wall,  hot  to  her  hifinite  surprise  she  perceived  it  wastemdnated  by  the  watch-tower, 

l^hieh  die  believed  to  bo  at  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  garden ;  and,  looking  back,  the  castle 

tad  Ughts  were  not  to  be  discovered. 

Breathless  witti  terror  nnd  despair,  she  thought  of  resting  herself  tor  a  short  time  on  the 

flapg  oMending  to  the  watch-tower,  to  gam  composure  and  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  where 

file  door  was  sitnated  in  the  wall  that  would  favour  her  escape  from  the  garden. 

She  was  just  going  to  seat  herself,  when  her  apprehensions  were  powerfully  alarmed  on 
oboerving  the  door  was  open.  The  wish  to  eseape,  and  the  hope  of  doing  so  this  way,  induced 
lier  to  erabraee  the  opportunity  before  her.  She  entered  the  tower,  and  turned  to  the  left, 
where  appeared  a  imaU  room  with  one  window,  the  casement  of  which  was  open,  and  looked 
towards  the  river  Severn ;  a  chair  was  placed  near  the  window,  as  if  some  one  had  lately  been 
contempiating  the  beauties  of  a  calm  moon-light  night,  and  the  soft  murmuring  of  the  tide  as 
it  lowed  agafaistthe  shore.  Overcome  by  various  conjectures,  she  sunk  down  in  the  chair* 
iMpiiV  to  tranqnillise  her  troubled  spirits.  She  observed  the  moon  playing  on  the  bosom  of 
the  water,  as  it  softly  rippled  beneath ;  ail  was  hushed  as  detth,  excepting  only  the  slight  swdl 
ipUdi  rolled  towards  the  shore,  now  some  way  retreated  from  its  banks,  and  whose  gentle 
liiniiis  soothed  her  troubled  spirits  Into  a  melancholy  cahn.  A  tew  minutes  elapsed,  and 
die  heard  the  castle  clock  strike  one— and  it  sounded  at  a  great  distance. 

llVhfle  she  was  attentivdy  watching  the  motion  of  the  water,  and  listening  with  eagemess- 
!•  the  most  triiing  somid,  she  fancied  she  heard  a  slight  noise.  Her  heart  beat  with  alarsH 
fearful  that  her  retreat  had  been  discovered.  The  distance  from  the  window  to  the  ground 
WBi  too  great  lor  her  to  attempt  to  leap  thenoe  with  safety ;  yet  she  determined  to  do  that,  if 
Hicre  were  ao  other  means.  She  listened  to  convince  herself:  she  was  sure  the  sound  could 
ho  kncy.  It  appreaehed  nearer,  and  her  heart  trembled  wiih  every  dreadful  appre> 
She  now  distinctly  heard  the  sound  of  footsteps  near  her  ;  she  therefore  arose  and 
near  the  door,  dose  to  which  appeared  a  winding  staircase.  Illumined  fnly  by  the  mooD» 
She  drew  aside  from  observation,  and  stood  behind  the  door,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  her 
aim.  She  then  saw  two  men  eautfoasly  deseend  the  stairs,  bearing  another,  apparently 
IHikiSB^  on  tfaetr  thoalders.  At  this  mysterious  transaction  terror  almost  overcame  every 
fieulty ;  but  all  her  hopes  of  liberty,  perhaps  of  life  and  that  of  her  mother,  depended  on  the 
axertion  of  the  present  moment ;  and  she  summoned  all  the  courage  she  was  mistress  of,  ta 
assist  her  in  a  time  which  appeared  so  full  of  evO. 

When  the  men  had  reached  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  they  opened  a  door  which  led  towards  the 
river,  and  they  again  descended  several  steps.  Elgiva  was  too  much  concerned  at  this  strange 
spectacle  to  omit  observing  its  termination,  happy  that  they  had  left  the  door  open,  which,  in 
all  probability,  might  favour  her  escape.  She  therefore  crept  softly  down  the  steps,  cautiously 
watching  the  men,  who  were  making  towards  the  water :  but  when  she  reached  the  pathway 
that  the  water  had  not  long  left,  she  ran  as  swift  as  possible,  impatient  to  leave  the  castle ;  yet 
Bindfol  of  what  was  done  with  the  body,  she  crept  behind  a  tree,  t>eyond  the  observation  of 
the  men,  whom  sIm  saw  precipitate  the  body  they  were  carrying  into  the  water.  They  then 
hastily  returned  to  the  watch-tower  ;  and  she  fancied  she  heard  them  bar  the  door  of  that 
plaoe. 

Her  anxiety  and  curiosity  were  now  drawn  towards  the  body,  which  she  saw  floating  towards 
Imt  ;  and  she  could  not  leave  the  spot  till  she  liad  elucidated  the  truth  of  the  mysterious  affair 
die  had  just  witnessed.  She  had  not  a  doubt  but  this  was  the  unfortunate  person  mentioned 
by  EthelwaM  to  Lady  Jane. 

In  a  few  moments  the  floating  eorse  passed  her,  and  a  soft  wave  washed  it  on  shore  at  a 
abort  distance  from  her,  and  there  left  it 

Elgiva  wrapped  her  doak  round  her,  and  flew  to  the  spot  But  what  words  can  convey 
her  astonishment  and  distraction  when  she  found  it  was  the  body  of  her  beloved  Edric  ?  Frantic^ 
die  dragged  his  sad  remains  fisrther  on  the  shore ;  then  knelt  beside  him  in  anguish  and  agony. 
Stm  kissed  bis  Ups-ohe  iavekad  Us  dear  name— repeatedly  she  pressed  Ins  hand  ^.<^  ^vt  Vtmrsox 
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—her  onhr  friend  wu  lo«t— for  in  th«  bopw4ikf  finding  £diia  i*«re  aH  tlieir  '€XpmMaan-9l 
liberty  centred. 

While  Elgiya  was  thus  employed,  tho  feK  a  warmth  glow  about  Edrio !  It  might  be  faney ; 
but  she  thought  she  heard  bun  sigh.  **  Perhaps  he  is  not  dead  T'  excldraed  the ;  **  he  migbt^st- 
be  restored ,  but,  alas !  there  is  no  one  to  assist  me !  Heaven,  in  itt  mercy,  aid  me  to  save  blm»lf 
life  yet  lingers  about  his  heart."  Again  she  pressed  his  hand.  His  pulse  beat->-her  heart  es* 
perlenccd  a  ray  of  hope :  for  he  had  been  such  a  short  time  in  the  water,  that  if  be  was  not  dead 
before  he  was  cast  in  there,  she  flattered  herself  he  might  yet  be  saved.  The  distresiiag  situaliMf 
she  was  in,  and  the  ardent  desire  she  had  to  save  him,  gave  her  increase  of  strength.  Sheraiaid 
him  from  the  earth,  and  leaning  his  head  against  her  shoulder,  was  convinced  she  did  not 
take.  The  dear  object  of  her  care  sighed  heavily,  which  made  her  again  call  upon  his 
The  sound  of  her  well-known  voice  recalled  the  almost  fleeting  spirit  of  Edric ;  he  opened  hii 
eyes,  looked  wildly  round,  and  said,  *'  Where  am  I  ? — ^who  are  you  ?--sure  it  is  all  a  dream  f 

New  terrors  now  assailed  Eigiva ,  she  was  afraid  the  men  might  return  from  the  watch- 
tower,  and  they  would  be  both  again  taken.  Her  joy  at  hearing  him  speak  was  nearly  pi%. 
ductive  of  as  bad  consequences  as  when  she  thought  he  was  dead.  Rdrie  soon  discovered  Ker 
under  the  disguise,  and,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  returned  thanks  to  heaven  for  sending  her  to 
him.  With  some  difficulty  she  assisted  him  to  rise ;  and  then  It  was  that  she  experieneed  a 
bappfness  unfelt  before ;  she  led  htm  to  the  tree,  where  he  rested  a  few  seconds,  while  she  has- 
tily told  him  what  she  had  seen,  and  urged  him  to  fly  from  that  spot  as  soon  as  possible,  leit 
they  should  be  pursued. 

"  T^at,"  replied  be,  '*  shall  soon  be  done ;  let  me  but  cast  my  eyes  around,  that  I  jnay 
ascertain  what  part  of  the  country  I  am  in,  and  I  shall  soon  find  friends  to  relieve  mj  wMttts. 
I  know  who  detained  me  1  my  inveterate  enemy,  Fitzosric  1*' 

**  At  St  Egbert's  castle?**  replied  Eigiva,  ■therefore  you  know  the  river  that  flows  at  dur 
feet  is  the  Severn.  Oh  I  let  us  bless  the  mercy  that  preserved  you ;  and  let  ns  hasten' tty 
beloved  Edric,  from  this  place,  if  you  are  able,  for  I  have  much  to  reveal,  and  much  to  dreaJL" 

"  St  Egbert's  castle,**  said  Edric.  "  is  not  more  than  six  miles  from  Shrewsbury ;  there  I 
have  friends  that  shall  soon  revenge  my  wrongs,  and  level  the  castle  of  the  proud  tyrant  with 
the  earth.*' 

**  First  you  must  hear  what  I  have  to  relate,"  replied  Eigiva,  "  and  then  take  year  mea- 
sures accordingly.  I  have  just  escaped  thence  in  hopes  of  finding  you  to  redress  oar  ousfbr* 
tunes,  and  there  my  dear  mother  awaits  your  coming  to  release  her.'* 

"  I  can  walk  now,**  he  eagerly  replied,  scarcely  able  to  articulate,  for  his  heart  swelled  with 
anger  when  he  found  Eigiva  had  escaped  thence,  and  that  the  amiable  EUen  was  there  waltiag 
nis  powerful  arm  to  redress  her  wrongs.  The  idea  inspired  him  with  strength—"  Let  us  be 
gone,**  said  he ;  **  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost ;  the  treacherous  baron  shall  soon  experience  my 
vengeance.** 

Without  saying  more  they  rose  to  depart ;  and  soon  as  they  traversed  the  shore  beneath 
the  impending  cliffs  they  came  to  a  road  which  Edric  immediately  recollected.  Theypnrso^ 
their  journey  with  all  possible  despatdb,  and  arrived  safely  at  Shrewsbury,  where  Edric  was 
welcomed  with  every  demonstration  of  joy  and  friendship,  by  Sir  Bernard  Melbourne  and  bis 
lady,  under  whose  hospitable  roof  the  fair  stranger  and  her  lover  recovered  from  their  fatigtiet. 

The  next  day,  after  their  morning  repast,  Edric  related  to  his  friends  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  had  fallen  into  the  baron's  power.  After  describing  his  interview  with  Fitxoirle 
lie  proceeded  :— 

"  While  I  was  musing  in  my  cell,  two  of  my  gaolers  came,  and  took  off  my  irons.  I  was 
in  hopes  they  were  going  to  liberate  me  ;  but  when  I  asked  the  question,  one  of  them  Inso- 
lently replied, '  It  is  the  baron's  order ;  and  I  suppose  he  thinks  those  irons  will  be  in  the  way.' 
I  could  not  imagine  what  could  be  the  reason  of  so  strange  an  action,  but  supposed  there  was 
some  ill  meant ;  and  I  determined  to  be  on  my  guard. 

"  Soon  after,  another  man  came  in,  with  two  goblets  of  wine,  and  they  began  drinking.  I 
had  not  tasted  anything  but  water  during  my  confinement.  They  entered  into  conveisatibo 
with  each  other,  and  soon  almost  emptied  their  glasses,  when  one  of  them,  turning  to  mey 
iji^i^ — *  Indeed  sir  I  pity  you ;  jou  have  lived  very  ill  since 'you  haye  been  here  i  and  I  am 
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sorrj  U  has  not  betn  in  my  power  to  make  it  better*  Will  you  pleaje  to  drink  with  ot  ?*  I 
expressed  my  thanks,  and  drank  what  remained  in  one  of  the  glasses ;  when  another  of  *^nu 
Hid—.*  Oswy,  you  have  three  or  four  bottles  below — give  him  ooe^the  baron  shall  never  know 
he  has  had  anything  but  water  for  me ;  and  I  wish,  with  all  .my  heart,  it  may  do  him  good, 
for  he  wants  something  to  cheer  him.' 

**  *  Ay,  willingly,*  replied  the  first ;  and  ran  to  fetch  it.  He  soon  returned,  and,  drawing 
the  cork,  said—*  There,  sir ;  you  wUl  acknowledge  you  never  tasted  better  in  all  your  life  ;* 
and  began  pouring  some  out.  1  again  expressed  my  (hanks ;  but  said  I  did  not  wish  for  any 
more  at  present ;  if  he  would  leave  me  a  glass,  1  would  help  myself  presently— -as  I  hoped  it 
would  be  a  means  of  procuring  me  a  night's  rest,  which,  from  the  trouble  I  had  experienced, 
I  stood  much  in  need  of. 

"  My  request  was  complied  with.  They  set  me  a  glass,  and,  very  cheerfully  bidding  imp 
good  night,  soon  after  retired.     I  did  not  see  any  one  till  about  two  hours  after." 

**  As  soon  as  they  left  me,  my  suspicions  were  very  busy.  Their  unusual  kindness  ereated 
apprehensions.  I  began  to  fancy  the  baron  knew  of  all  this,  and  that  his  design  was  to  take 
me  off  by  poison,  and  I  determined  to  be  vtry  cautious^  <md,  if  there  was  possibly  a  way  of 
deceiving  them,  to  dive  into  their  intentions.  I  poured  out  some  of  the  wine— I  examined  it 
^i-it  looked  very  thick— I  tasted  It,  and  found  my  suspicions  were  just,  for  it  had  a  very  aau« 
leous  taste.  Yet  I  wished  them  to  believe  I  had  drank  some ;  and  for  this  reason  I  poured 
ont  a  full  glass,  and  stepping  on  the  chair,  my  hand  just  reached  the  window,  and  I  poured 
the  contents  through  it ;  and  so  with  a  second. 

**  When  Oswy  entered  my  prison  it  was  near  dark.  I  thought  ho  appeared  visibly  disap- 
pointed when  he  saw  me  sitting  there.  He  took  up  the  bottle,  and  looking  at  it,  shook  bis 
head  very  craftily — '  Ah,  sir,'  said  he,  *  it  is  no  use  giving  you  wine ;  you  have  not  drank  much, 
J  see.' — '  My  friend,*  I  replied,  *  I  am  learful  of  its  hurting  me.  You  well  know  I  have  been 
long  unused  to  it ;  but  I  have  drank  almost  a  pint,  and  mean  to  drink  another  glass  before  I 
deep,  which  will  not  be  long,  for  I  never  felt  so  drowsy  in  all  my  life.' 

<*  *  I  thought  I  perceived  a  secret  pleasure  spread  exultingly  over  his  face  when  I  told  him 
I  felt  drowsy.  My  mind  felt  so  confident  that  what  I  suspected  was  just,  or  I  should  have 
been  shocked  at  suspecting  any  one  would  have  been  guUty  of  what  my  wretched  aituatioa 
prompted  me  to  imagine.  *  Well,  then,'  said  he,  '  I  will  ^d  you  good  night ;  and  do  not  be 
iparing  of  the  wine,  for  I  will  try  to  bring  you  some  more  to-morrow.' 

'*  I  thanked  him,  and  returned  his  wish  of  good  night ;  and  he  left  me. 

"  Still  it  run  in  my  mind  that  some  design  was  a-foot.  Oswy's  looks  bespoke  it  The  sur- 
prise he  felt  at  seeing  me—- his  examining  the  bottle— the  scrutinizing  eye  he  cast  when  reproving 
me  for  not  drinking  more— and  the  pleasure  he  seemed  to  feel  when  I  told  him  1  was  drowsy 
•-..made  me  believe  my  suspicions  were  confirmed. 

**  I  poured  out  another  glass,  and  served  it  as  I  had  done  the  two  former ;  then  about  half 
a  glass,  and  set  it  by  my  bed-side ;  and  throwing  myself  down  in  my  clothes,  waited  the  event ; 
for  I  resolved  not  to  suffer  sleep  to  close  my  eyes  till  I  discovered  whether  my  suspicions  were 
just  or  unjust 

I  heard  a  dock  at  a  distance  strike  twelve,  and  I  thought  I  heard  voices  whispering  at  the 
door,  which  confirmed  me  that  my  conjectures  were  right,  for  it  was  an  hour  that  they  never 
before  had  come  to  me.  Time  went  on,  till  1  suppose  it  wanted  about  a  quarter  to  one,  wheo 
Oswy  and  another  cautiously  entered  with  a  lamp,  and  set  it  on  the  table. 

<*  Oswy  then  said,  '  All  is  safe.  Look,  he  has  not  left  above,  half  a  glass  in  the  bottle ;  and 
see,  he  had  not  power  to  drink  any  more,  for  there  stands  the  glass  with  some  by  his  bed-side. 
Kow  sleep  secure.  Baron  Fitzosric,  for  thy  enemy  is  dead.  Had  he  fifty  lives,  what  he  has 
drank  would  silence  all ;  for  I  put  enough  in,  lest  he  should  fancy  something  by  my  offerhig 
him  the  wine  ;  and  therefore  half  a  c^^ss  would  have  quieted  him  if  he  had  touched  no  more* 
So  now  carry  him  down  stairs,  and  throw  him  into  the  river.' 

*'  The  other  ruffian  advanced  towards  me,  and  touched  my  hand—'  Oswy,'  said  he,  <  he  is 
not  yet  cold  !* 

**  *  No  matter,'  replied  the  other,  *  he'll  soon  be  so.' 

"  They  then  lifted  me  up,  a^4  I  feigned  as  if  I  were  really  dead.     I  was  rejoiced  to  hear 
they  meant  to  throw  me  Into  the  river,  for  I  could  swim  well^  and  cn^Sd  imrak\M^\A^«»jl^^&n& 
reach* 
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Mt  Bigif*  pravfovMly  uMOtionod  who  Um  expected  Bdifo  wtf^ 

the  likeaeta. 

She  rais^  the  yeang  werrior,.  and  who  shell  expreei  the  he|»plneit  of  the  hmgweofferiog 
tedy  at  the  reetorttlon  of  that  iod  so  long  supposed  dead,  as  she  pfeased  him  with  rapture  to 
her  bosom,  aod  fervently  returned  thanks  to  heaien  for  its  miraealout  preaenratkm  beetoned 
him. 

**  My  frieDds,*'  said  Sir  Bernard,  *<let  your  transports  sobslde  for  a  short  time;  we  hxm 
very  weighty  bushiess  en  hand  t  the  eastle  is  sornNindedi  and  they  only  wait  onr  signal  to 
aommence  tlie  attaolc.  Consider— we  must  be  briel^  lest  any  danger  fells  to  onr  firlends.  Let 
nt  hot  secure  you  and  Lady  Roeenberg,  whom  I  am  tanght  to  expect  to  find  here ;  then  wt 
will  assist  our  young  friend's  right  to  the  name  and  estates  of  yonr  late  husband,  and  restefe 
you  to  liberty  and  life.** 

<*  First  let  me  behold  my  dear  Lady  RosenbeiY,"  said  Edric ;  let  me  see  her  in  safety  and 
I  shall  be  happy  t  a  few  moments  wHl  aatisiy  the  anxiety  of  my  heart— then  let  us  pursue  the 
destroyer  of  their  peaoe,  and  seeure  hhn  before  he  hat  an  opportunity  to  escape,  or  the  pioimr 
to  plan  farther  evU'* 

Lady  Jane  fanmedlately  eondneted  them  to  EUen,  who  joyfblly  weleomed  them. 

•*  Now  where  Is  FKsesrie,  the  destroyer  of  my  femlly— the  would-be  murderer  of  the 
haplem  Bdrie?-4et  me  eeenre  him  before  he  is  capable  of  doing  further  faijury,"  exdatased 
Edrie. 

<*  He  has  retired  to  rest,**  Lady  Jane  replied,  ••and  wiU  easily  fall  Into  your  power.* 

**  filgiva,**  said  Edrio,  '*  lend  ose  the  way,  that  I  may  redrem  our  wroogsl-the  usm^^ 
ihaU  no  longer  triumph  over  mo.** 

Elgivm  oomptted,  and  they  left  the  chamber.  As  they  were  departing  their  attentioB  mm 
called  by  sound  of  voices  ascending  the  stairs  leading  from  the  gaiden.  They  pot  themeelvet 
cm  the  defensive^  but  soon  found  it  was  their  friends,  who^  impatient  of  delay,  Imd  entered  the 
farden  (Elgiva  having  left  the  gate  open),  and  fearfol  of  any  aocklent  happenUig  to  their 
Mends,  had  ra^Md  Ihrward  with  impetuosity  to  assist  them. 

Assuring  them  that  nothing  had  transpired  to  give  alarm,  they  left  them  witb  the  ladfeik 
while  they  proceeded  to  the  chamber  of  Fitzosric ;  where,  sunk  in  sleep,  he  dreaded  not  that 
he  was  on  the  pofait  of  answering  for  all  his  horrible  crimes. 

Having  passed  along  the  north  gallery  and  the  folding  doors,  they  entered  the  IDuminaelid 
gallery,  in  which  the  chamber  door  of  the  baron  was  situated.  Elgiva  peinted  it  out  and 
retired. 

When  Edrie  and  his  iHends  entered  the  chamber  Fltxosric  was  In  a  profound  sleep,  whence 
Edric  called  hfan  to  awake. 

The  baron,  rafadng  himself  on  one  arm,  sternly  deosanded  who  so  daringly  faiterrnpted  his 
repose? 

<*WalUngfordt  thy  friend  1**  replied  Edric.  "This  day  twenty-one  years  ago  WalUagw 
ford  received  his  death.  By  whose  hand  ?  Fitzosric  1  has  time  worn  it  from  your  mind, 
habituated  to  evil  deeds  ?— by  the  hand  of  the  treacherous  villain  he  esteemed  a  friend. 
Arise !  I  am  now  here  to  avenge  his  foul  murder.** 

The  baron,  though  surprised,  rose  to  take  bis  sword.  The  figure  of  Edric  struck  terror 
into  his  heart,  and  he  gazed  on  him  with  wild  amazement.  At  length  he  gained  suflleiettt 
courage  to  ray, «« Who  art  thou  that  dares  to  name  Walliogford  ?  Thy  looks  resemble  the 
murdered  Edric,  my  foe !— What !  have  the  waves  cast  thee  again  upon  the  earth  to  torment 
me !  Last  night  thy  life  was  forfeited  to  my  vengeance.  Am  I  deceived  ?  or  art  thou  tbo 
ghost  of  Wallingford?  for  both  dost  thou  resemble." 

**  I  have  not  time  to  waste  in  idle  words,**  said  Bdrlo.  **  Arise  I  and  know,  proud  baron^ 
that  the  period  of  thy  lawless  usurpation  draws  nigh  to  its  conclusion.  The  child  you  sup- 
posed dead  has  been  cherished  to  oppose  you ;  and' now  he  comes,  the  instrument  of  aveng>- 
hig  heaven,  to  crush  you.  Edric,  the  Fbrester,  whom  you  thought  to  have  poisoned  htfC 
night ;  but  Providence  interposed  and  saved  me  from  adding  another  to  the  list  of  murdere 
your  conscience  is  donded  with.     I  was  cast  into  the  river,  but  miraculously  eoeaped." 

^  FKaoeric  storted,  and  bit  his  Upa  in  anger  and  revenge,  bnt  wfthe«t  deigning  to  speak.' 
Aft4vi««4r  jM/ fW  iPMMiBg  tn^wveikMa'fo^sMMa 
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bin  currattDded  bj  too  mtay  of  Ui  frieodi,  or  he.  woold  bave  plongod  Us  iword  into  te 
bosom  of  his  adversary. 

**  My  more  immediate  btisiiiess»*!  add  Edrio^  **  it  to  oompel  yoa  to  restore  the  two  ladies, 
Ellen,  and  her  daughter  Elgivjit  whom  yoa  have  confined  in  this  oastle.  I  demand  that  thef 
be  immediately  delivered  to  me^  and  permitted  to  leave  the  cas  tie." 

**  It  is  false,"  said  Fltzosric ;  "  I  know  of  nd  such  people— they  are  not  here.  Why  am  I 
to  be  insulted  with  such  inquiiiee  ?" 

'*  *ris  true,"  said  Edric.    *•  Those  ladies  are  in  the  castle^  and  muat  be  restored*" 

The  baron  was  secured  for  fear  he  ihonld  make  his  esoape«  and,  by  coUectiog  bis  re- 
tainers, yet  be  the  meana  of  evil ;  and  the  persons  preeent  then  proceeded  to  the  drawing- 
room* 


:     CHAPTER    XV. 
Aa  they  entered  Edric  said»  *'Thif  is  the  room»  my  friends,  where  Lady  Jane  waa  poieonedr- 
And  after  that  act  of  wickedoen  no  person  has  ever  seen  her.  except*  m  report  aayt,  ber 
restless  spirit  wanders^  to  strilie  the  guilty  eoel  of  ber  murderer  with  borrer/' 

.  At  this  moment  Lady  Jane  entered  the  room,  to  the  great  terror  of  Fitaoerie^'wbo  fhook 
h|.  every  hmb ;  but  she  soon  retreated,  and  walked  in  the  north  gallery,  while  her  boeo«^ 
throbbed  with  the  strongest  emotion.  •  ** 

The  baroo  struggled  with  contending  passions,  and  finding  It  impossible  to  elude  the 
pereons  in  whose  power  lie  was,  after  some  consideration,  began  to  regain  his  nataral  dupli- 
city, but  finding  all  his  arts  of  no  effect  to  turn  the  determined  mind  of  Ediie,  he  again  •wow- 
tbnt  he  knew  nothing  of  either  of  the  persons  Edric  had  alluded  to ;  then,  disdehifully  aaked 
if  he  had  anything  else  to  say. 

**  Much,"  replied  Edric;  **and  first,  I  dafan  this  castle  and  ila  bmds  at  my  right,  which  yo« 
liave  so  many  years  usurped.  I  am  tlie  lawful  heir  of  Lord  Walliogibrd.  In  me  beboM- 
Edric  !^that  child  whom  you  designed  to  have  murdered,  to  secure  to  you  bis  ettatefb  I 
eaeaped  the  snare,  and  by  a  mirade  am  now  before  you,  to  demand  my  rights,  which,  if  yoa 
deny,  my  sovereign  will  oompel  them." 

Fltzosric  looked  on  him  while  he  spoke-— he  shook  with  terror,  as  the  resettblanee  be' 
bore  to  hia  murdered  friend  was  exact     A  thousand  thoughts  rushed  on  bis  tortured  mind, 
and  be  now  perceived  the  cause  why  he  always  so  much  hated  Edrie  mere  than  any  ottier 
commander  in  the  king*t  service. 

At  length  be  said,  in  a  haughty  accent,  '<  The  castle  and  estates  of  St  Egbert  I  never  will 
voluntarily  resign.  It  is  true  you  bear  a  resemblance  to  my  deceased  friend,  and  some  ooe^ 
I  rappose,  has  spirited  you  on  to  act  as  you  liave  done,  and  form  an  illegal  claim  to  this  my  pro- 
perty. I  never  will  believe  that  you  are  the  son  of  WalUngford ;  depart,  then,  from  the  caatle^ 
and  learn  to  revere  my  clemency,  to  bless  my  forbearance  that  I  do  not  strike  you  dead  at  a 
blow,  vile  impostor  as  you  are.*  _^ 

'*  I  can  bring  proofs,*'  said  Edric  **  substantial  proofii ;  they  are  in  the  poisession  of  that 
Ellen  whom  I  have  demanded.** 

'<  Traitress  I"  cried  Fitzosric,  ^  had  I  known  this  she  should  not  have  existed  one  hour  !**  * 

**  But  this  moment,'*  continued  Edrio,  "  you  said  you  knew  of  no  such  person  1  But  I 
will  search  every  part  to  discover  where  you  have  concealed  her." 

**  'Tis  false  !**  exclaimed  Fitxosrio,  **  I  would  not  believe  you  Wallingford*s  son,  even  if  hia 
you  say  was  your  fattier,  or  Lady  Jane,  were  to  rise  from  the  dead  1** 

Lady  Jane  had  been  listening  at  intervals  to  all  that  passed,  and  unwilling  longer  to  ddaj, 
declaring^  Edric*s  right  to  the  eastle,  entered  the  drawing  room,  and  addressing  lieraelf  to 
Fitzosric,  whose  terror  could  not  be  concealed,  said,  **  The  time  is  now  arrived  that  calls  me  In 
declare  the  truth,  and  restore  the  lawAil  owner  to  the  poesession  of  bis  rights,  whieb  liave 
been  too  long  held  firom  him  by  ftaad,  murder,  and  oppression.  The  young  man  present  ia 
Edric  my  son  I  the  only  beir  of  my  auirdered  WaUingibrd,  mnrdered  by  the  band  of  Us 
treacherous  friend.  The  son  ef  Wallingfotd  Is  now  before  you,  bim  whoai  yon  hired  asssssins 
to  destroy,  the  night  we  letorned  iron  BretlMren  U-tbe  Almlgfaiy  weuldJMt  sufliw 
to  lift  their 
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waved  till  tMi  hour,  and  rtiiocs  fcfth  the  obamploii  «f  hit  lOTereign.  H«  now  sppean  bdM 
you  as  the  ehumpion  of  suffering  innocence,  the  Lady  Ellen,  who  for  several  years  he  beHefed 
to  be  his  mother.  To  demand  his  lawftil  poseessioiis — ^to  elahn  retrlbutieia  for  hit  fisithei't 
cruel  murder— and  the  death  of  his  mother— with  all  the  wrongs  you  have  made  him  tnfRsr." 

Fitxosiic  was  horrorstrue)(.  He  believed  it  was  the  tpifit  of  Lady  Jane  ridng'  to  defend 
her  8oa*B  cause.  The  thought  almost  drove  him  to  distraction ;  he  found  himself  beset  and 
exposed  on  every  side ;  and  covering  his  foce  with  his  hands,  threw  himielf  on  a  couch,  and' 
gave  way  to  the  pressing  agony  of  thought  tftiat  involved  Mm. 

'  While  he  was  indulgiag  his  own  oppressive  sensationt,  Lady  Jane  proceeded—**  It  b  aim 
]!•  longer  necessary  for  eonoealment—- let  me  declare  the  %nith*i-and  take  one  murder  fhnn' 
the  guilty  soul  of  the  baron  ! — he  has  always  thought  I  died  by  poison,  and  was  buried  in  tfee' 
garden  ! — but  heaven  thought  fit  to  frustrate  bis  design  1  I  have  lived  a  disconsolate  and 
solitary  life  in  a  remote  part  of  this  castle,  thirteen  years ;  watching  every  action  of  that  per* 
fidious,  that  ungrateful  man  l~and,  thank  heaven,  live  to  assert  my  son's  claim,  and  see  the 
uwupii  meet  the  rewavd  of  hk  erioMia  I 

Fltiosrie,  with  rage  and  anger  ttniggMug  in  hit  couDtenaBee,  esdaimed,  «  Ha  !  I  haiv 
l>een  deceived  i^bring  the  traitor*  forth  that  dared  to  oontpirB  against  theh'  master—I  wll 
here  them  luflbr  death  for  imposing  on  moi  and  first  on  yon."  Ti^n  rushing  towards  Lady 
Jhne,  would  have  saorifteed  her  to  Ms  fory  if  be  had  not  been  prevented ;  but  Lady  Jane  took 
shelter  in  the  midft  of  her  son*s  friends,  while  the  baron  was  led  to  a  aeenre  apaitaaty 
gnarded  by  six  of  Kdrio*t  friends. 

By  the  others  the  night  was  passed  in  anntnal  reoitala  and  escplanationt,  and  it  was  e^lil 
c/olock  in  the  mondng  before  any  one  thought  of  retiring.  Lady  Jane  bade  Ethelwakl  prf» 
pare  chambers  for  as  many  as  could  be  possibly  aeoommodnted,  aa  ahe  judged  it  nectmafy  t» 
obtain  a  short  repose  previous  to  the  business  of  the  day. 

Edrie  enjoyed  a  slight  slnmber,  and  toon  arooe,  wishing  to  see  Btbelwald,  and  have  a 
private  conversation  with  him  conoerning  many  ocourrenoea  which  bad  happened  during  the 
leog  period  of  his  supposed  death.  The  ladies  eould  not  receive  much  benefit  from  their 
repose,  for  their  minds  were  too  crowded  with  recolleetions  oC  tiw  preceding  day  to  taste  tiis 
comfort  of  sleep,  and  too  much  overjoyed  in  the  recovery  of  Edrio,  and  the  hopea  of  being 
lestored  to  Uberty  and  their  fHends.  Lady  Jane  alto,  impatient  to  tee  Edric,  still  liavkig 
nors  to  oommunicate,  and  also  to  propose  a  proper  escort  to  attend  tlie  ladies  to  Shrowsbury, 
lest  they  should  foil  into  the  bands  of  Fitzosric's  people,  for  she  remembered  Ethelwsld  had 
told  her  that  the  baron  had  dispatched  his  people  in  all  directions  to  intercept  their  flight. 

Edric  ordered  tiie  baron'a  carriage  to  be  prepared  to  convey  Ellen  and  Elgiva  to  Sir  Bar- 
nard's, there  to  await  tlie  expected  arrival  of  Lord  Rosenberg,  and  thither  they  proceeded^ 
esoorted  by  ten  of  their  friends  on  liorseback,  to  repulse  any  opposition  i^om  the  barent  party. 

Lady  Jane  now  ordered  Agatha  to  be  conducted  to  her.  Ethelwald  had  expl^ned, 
\pTevious  to  the  interview,  that  Lady  Jane,  who  was  supposed  dead,  bad  only  retired  to  tkt 
north  chambers  to  secrete  herself  from  the  tyranny  of  the  baron,  and  to  wait  an  opportunity 
of  asserting  her  rights— that  it  was  no  spectre,  but  the  Uuiy  herself,  wlio  so  often  walked 
about  the  castle :  but  so  great  was  the  superstition  and  fear  of  every  one  that  had  beheld  hsr» 
even  Fitsosric  hfanself  had  not  suffioient  courage  to  speak  to  her. 

He  found  some  diificalty  in  persuading  Agatha  to  accompany  bun,  but  at  length,  anions 
to  see  the  heroine,  that  had  often  been  mentioned  with  admiration,  at  other  times  with  ternNV 
she  suffered  herself  to  be  led  by  Ethelwald  to  the  apartment,  where  she  beheld  her  dear  lady» 
whom  for  thirteen  years  she  believed  to  be  dead,  and  her  young  lord. 

This  was  joy  indeed  for  Agatha,  who  sincerely  loved  her  mistrns,  and  who  uttered  imiii- 
merable  inquiries  hi  a  breath.    She  rapturously  weieomed  Lady  Jane's  return,  and  that  of 
|[  Edrie,  whose  noble  deportment  and  handsome  person  enehanted  her. 

1  Meanwhile,  tiie  guilty  coosdenoe  of  Fitsoarie  wanted  no  other  monitor.  Too  wdl  the 
appearance  of  Ediie  convinced  Mm  be  waa  the  son  of  Lord  Waliiogfordp  to  oflbr  any  opposition 
to  his  claim,  whUe  the  appcaranos  of  Lady  Jans  drove^  him  almost  is  distraction. 

Bensatlona  never  fsit  till  now  oppressed  Mas.  Ho,  who  had  so  dsloded,  ooncoalsd,  and  ktt* 
piissnijd  othesa,  wasaosr  opifciuaw  Mmssi^  ttuMotooieertoki  thoaatsotof  his«isfortiiaifi» 
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Hmn  fttfftr  by  Ae  bandu  vf  the  puMIe  execnUotter,  md  tlni»  weiynd  htenlT  to  fetot 
but  not  without  hopes ;  for  he  flattered  himself  that  he»  so  powerful  a  baron>  should  over* 
wfaelm  and  oonfomMl  dl  tbei^  ooeiMatiiMn^  and  oentimie  to  tujoy  Us  vast  estates  without 
■MlestatioB. 

While  these  thoughts  oeenpied  the  sofitary  hours  of  the  baron,  Edrie  was  not  i^e^  He^ 
attended  by  Ltidj  Jane  and  a  few  of  bis  IHends^  made  an  esandnation  of  ettry  part  of  the 
easitle.  Lady  Jane  led  him  to  the  apartment  where  the  unburled  remainsef  BSrtha  still  called 
tfte  pitying  heart  to  lament  her  destfary,  and  pboe  her  unfortunate  body  in  a  decent  grare* 
and  orders  were  immedfateiy  giren  Ibr  her  Ihneral,  wbleii  he  determined  should  be  perfermed 
with  every  solemnity  and  respect  due  to  her  misfortunes;  and  Ediic,  with  Lady  Jene^  waHted 
la  ether  parts  to  maise  a  mors  parttealar  surrey. 

Passkig  along  a  smaH  gallery,  they  thought  they  perceived  a  man^  as  if  cauHoosly  wishing 
ta  avoid  them,  glide  towards  a  door,  and  disappear.  Edric  recollected  who  he  was,  flew  aftev 
Mn»  and  seised  hhn.  Thefollow  foil  on  his  knees  overoomewith  terror;  for  bethought,  whes 
Int  be  saw  him,  that  the  Injured  spirit  of  Edric  had  risen  to  demand  vengeance  f&r  bit 
It  was  Oswyl— He  begged  Bdrlo  to  spare  Ms  life,  and  be  would  eoafbsB  an.  fidriei 
to  kaaw  the  extent  of  tiie  baron^  wickedness^  ordered  Oswy  to  be  secured^  happy 
that  he  bad  discovered  so  powerfld  a  witness  in  his  behalC 

The  confession  of  Oswy  being  made  in  the  presence  of  Lady  Jisae  and  Bdric,  witb  Ma 
frteds,  the  viBam  was  then  secured  tHI  the  tfane  of  tiie  baron^  examination  took  place. 


CHAPTER    XVL 

On  the  fifth  night  ef  Ellen  and  her  daughter  being  at  Shrew^rary,  they  were  surprised  by 
the  arrival  of  Rosenberg,  whose  impatience  to  kc  his  beloved  Ellen  and  his  dear  daughter 
bad  caused  him  to  trave!  night  and  day  to  befadd  those  dear  objects,  that  he  feared  were  lost 
t»  him  fbr  ever. 

Next  morning  Lord  Rosenberg,  impatient  to  see  Edric,  made  him  propose  a  journey  to 
St  Egbert's  Caslle.  But  first  he  said  Im  had  a  little  incident  to  relate  to  Ellen,  which  would 
give  her  unspeakable  plensnre,  as  it  woatd  not  only  be  a  means  of  leading  her  from  obscurity, 
hot  doubly  add  to  her  happiness  as  weH  as  his  own. 

Lady  Rosenberg  had  been  so  truly  happy  m  being  restored  to  her  husband,  and  the  brtghi* 
antng  prospects  that  seemed  to  smile  on  Lady  Jane  and  her  son,  that  she  did  not  think  she 
could  experience  an  increase ;  however,  she  requested  Lord  Rosenberg  to  proceed. 

^  My  cares,*^  said  he,  **  became  so  strangely  divided,  and  my  time  so  engaged,  that  !  could 
not  seek  after  you  according  to  my  wishes^  The  loss  of  Edric,  my  only  hope  (as  he  had 
assured  me  he  wotdd  exert  every  eflbrt  to  discover  you),  was  such  an  affliction,  that  I  sunk 
ahnost  beneath  Its  weight.  About  ten  days  ago  I  had  infbrmation  sent  me  that  Edric  was  at 
Waltham  Abbey  in  confinement  for  some  offence  he  had  given  an  officer.  I  immediately  set 
eat  for  that  place,  but  met  with  a  severe  disappointment  when  I  got  there ;  the  informatioit 
was  true  with  regard  to  tlie  name :  a  gentleman  named  Edric  Oonway  was  confined  there.  I 
desired  to  see  him,  and  though  disappointed  in  net  seeing  oor  beloved  Edric,  the  prisoncr'a 
behaviour  waa  so  obliging,  and  explained  the  natore  of  his  present  misfbrtune  with  such  accu- 
raoy,  that  I  promised  I  would  lay  his  case  before  the  king  at  my  return,  and,  if  possible^  obtain 
his  release.     He  thanked  me,  and  I  took  my  leave. 

"  Returning  homeward,  my  mind,  as  ueual,  oppressed  with  thought^  evening  advanced :  as  I 
was  about  three  miles  firom  town  I  saw  a  person  laying'  in  the  road  apparently  lifeless.  1 
aighted  to  see  what  accideat  had  befUlen.  The  person  lay  on  Ms  foce,  and  a  quantity  of  blood 
flowed  round  him.  As  I  lifted  him  up,  good  heaven  I  what  were  my  fbeRngs  when  I  beheld 
mj  fhrmer  friend  and  patron,  my  even  ssteamed  Lord  Raby.  He  had  been  attadted  by  robbers, 
who  had  wounded  him  in  three  places,  Isaviag'  Mai  for  dead,  and  a  short  time  would  have  pot 
aperiod  to  his  existeaee^  ifgood  fortaoa  had- aot  led  me  to  assbt  bha. 

**  As  I  supported  him  in  my  araM»  my  serwaattbveugbl  watsr,  wWeb  seemed  to  revive  htm  ;- 
wa  lifted  bias  into  the  aatriageb  and  haahydwiaaor  bast  eadeaiuais  to  btod  ap  Ms  wounds,  I 
oriftidtbe^drtvirtoiproaaadaaftMtatyMriU^bMHk    Wi  wma  wiiVM^^wHanii- 
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my  IwiMet  n/lme  i  cndered  him  to  Im  put  to  bed,  and  west  mymtf  lor  tbe  moit«fcilAil 
to  atceod  falm. 

'*  When  they  arrived,  they  g^ve  me  very  flattering  hopes ;  and  the  next  day  we  bad  tht 
•atisfaction  of  hearing^  hira  speak.  He  knew  me ;  but  I  was  afraid  of  mentioning  anything 
about  you,  lest  it  might  make  him  uneasy,  and  prevent  his  recovery. 

**  Tlie  day  after  he  conversed  freely,  thanked  me  for  my  oare  and  timely  amifltance  with 
great  fervour,  but  still  avoided  mentioning  you.  1  thought  itwras  occasioned  by  a  continned 
resentment  on  his  side,  and  for  some  time  forbore  speaking  of  you.  Bat  when  I  consideied  we 
were  happy  in  the  station  in  which  it  had  pleased  heaven  to  place  us— that  we  wanted  Dothiiig» 
I  thought  it  wrong  not  to  speak  of  you. 

**  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  how  his  daughter  was  ?  he  shook  his  head : — *  Alas !  Edgar,*  said 
he,  '  blinded  by  ambition,  and  unmindful  of  her  happfaiess,  I  insisted  she  should  marry  a  fore^ 
nobleman ;  and  about  ten  days  after  I  drove  you  from  my  house,  the  marriage  was  to  be  oele^ 
brated.  The  evening  preceding  which,  EUen  fled,  no  one  knew  how,  or  where  she  went  to 
(bnt  every  one  believes  she  took  refuge  in  a  convent  abroad) ;  I  sent  everywhere  in  aeareh  «f . 
her,  and  aD  possible  inquiries  were  made,  but  without  effect  I  iiave  been  confirmed  in  this 
idea  by  all  my  friends,  because  no  person  that  I  know,  either  relation  or  aoquaintanoe*  haf 
seen  her ;  and  it  is  something  singular,  if  she  lives,  and  is  not  in  a  convent,  that  she  has  never 
been  to  see  any  one  that  belonged  to  her.* 

"  <  Poor  Ellen,'  said  I,  'she  has  suffered  much  trouble  and  anxiety  since  yon  saw  her  last* 
I  dare  believe.* 

** '  And  mine,'  replied  Lord  Raby,  '  can  equal  her's.  Ah  I  Edgar,  I  was  much  to  blame  fa 
preventing  her  marriage  with  you  when  you  enjoyed  her  affections.  I  have  often  wished  it 
was  in  my  power  to  make  you  both  happy.  Forgive  me,  Edgar — were  it  possible  to  recall  past 
events,  there  is  not  a  being  on  earth  I  would  sooner  bestow  her  on  than  yourself;  bnt  I  have 
given  up  the  hope  of  ever  seeing  my  Ellen  agahi.' 

"  *  My  lord,*  I  said,  *  did  you  ever  hear  of  the  honours  I  have  received?  I  have  held  the 
situation  I  enjoy  about  three  years.  I  could  have  been  superlatively  happy,  if  your  fiilr 
daughter  had  enjoyed  it  with  me.' 

**  *  Yes,*  replied  Lord  Raby,  '  I  heard  that  one  of  the  name  of  Rosenberg  was  higlily 
favoured.  I  came  to  London  to  convince  myself  whAher  it  was  my  once  fovourite  Edgar.  I 
asked  after  his  wife — for  something  struck  me,  that  as  I  had  never  heard  from  you  any  more 
than  from  Ellen,  you  might  have  been  married,  and  gone  together  abroad.  But  I  was  informed 
you  were  married  to  the  daughter  of  a  very  poor  man,  and  that  your  wife  still  attended  her 
fiither's  declining  years ;  therefore  I  was  certain  it  could  not  be  my  Ellen. 

'*  *  I  have  often  designed  to  speak  with  you  :  but  as  soon  as  the  recollection  came  into  my 
mind,  that  the  error  of  ambition  had  made  me  deprive  myself  of  my  daughter  and  of  you,  and 
thinking  it  would  only  cause  me  fresh  grief  of  heart  to  repeat  these  events,  I  forbore  coming  to 
you ;  though,  when  the  king  honoured  you  with  a  title,  I  would  fain  have  congratulated  yon 
on  the  acquisition,  as  I  sincerely  believed  you  worthy  of  it.  In  my  will,  which  I  made  several 
years  back,  I  did  not  forget  you ;  for  I  have  adopted  you  my  heir,  if  Ellen  does  not  return,  and 
that  I  begin  to  despair  of;  and  the  title  of  Raby  I  have  desigpned  shall  descend  to  you.' 

*'  I  dropped  on  my  knees,  and  returned  him  sincere  thanks.  My  heart  was  foH.  LorA 
Raby  could  scarce  refrain  from  tears.  I  asked  if  he  would  be  happy  to  see  Ellen,  and  forgive  her. 
*  Willingly  !'  he  exclaimed ;  '  but,  alas  !  I  fear  she  is  lost  for  ever  P  My  tears  rush<^  to  mf 
eyes ;  for  I  sincerely  believed  you  were  lost,  indeed,  for  ever  1 

<*  I  then  related  to  him  the  whole  of  our  history,  and  of  our  melancholy  separation,  assuring ' 
him  that  you  had  not  been  heard  of  since  the  battle  of  Shrewsbury ;  that  no  expense  or  titmblo 
had  been  spared  to  discover  where  you  were  secreted,  and  of  the  misery  I  endured  till  ofaaneo 
should  bring  me  the  knowledge  of  your  retreat. 

'*  Lord  Raby  at  first  expressed  his  entire  approbation  of  our  conduct,  and  seemed  delq^hteA 
at  our  happiness,  and  that  of  my  son  and  daughter,  for  so  I  styled  our  Edric ;  but  the  joy  bo- 
experienced  was  soon  checked  when  he  learnt  your  mysterious  loss,  and  our  inability  to  find 
yon ;  and  he  was  much  astonished  that  Edric  was  also  missing. 

**  He  declared  that,  as  soon  as  his  health  was  restored,  he  would  search  the  mystery  oat} 
^n/ji^KfeiM  die  idea  that  it  was  some  private  enemy  who  bad  acted  thnsi  orwfay  was  Edife 
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■kft  abicnt  at  tbit  imporUnt  period.  He  wai  teniiblf  that  nothing  but  a  piwwu  wiilbrtiuia 
would  have  made  Edric  absent  from  the  army.  He  thought  it  was  a  commoa  cause,  and 
ooght  minutely  to  be  <ixamined  and  attended  to. 

**  I  told  htm  my  business  that  day  at  Waltham  Abbey,  when  I  was  so  fortunate  to  meet 
with  htm,  though  in  such  a  situation,  was  on  suspicion  that  Edric  was  detained  there ;  but 
was  disappointed.  However,  I  determined  to  lay  the  young  Edric  Conway's  case  before  tho 
kingt  and  I  did  not  doubt  of  having  him  released  i  which,  agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  sent  by 
a -nesienger ;  and  Edric  Conway  paid  me  his  respects  in  person  the  following  day. 

'*  Lord  Raby  soon  recovered,  and  grew  quite  well,  except  in  his  anxiety  to  find  yon  and 
JSIgiva.  I  also  mentioned  Elgiva*s  attachment  to  Edric,  which  seemed  to  give  him  great 
uiisfaction ;  for  he  declared  he  had  always  held  the  amiable  Edric  in  the  highest  estimation, 
though  he  never  imagined  under  whose  care  he  had  been  reared. 

**  The  day  previous  to  that  in  which  he  proposed  to  leave  me,  the  welcome  messenger 
arrived  with  information  that  you  were  found,  and  orders  for  me  to  repair  to  Shrewsbury,  t» 
hear  further  particulars.  I  showed  Lord  Raby  the  happy  command,  and  had  only  tune  to  give 
an  account  of  my  absence  for  about  ten  days,  and  set  out  travelling  night  and  day  till  I  had 
the  happiness  of  seeing  you.  Lord  Raby  said  he  should  follow  immediately,  as  he  was  anxious 
to  see  you.     Ellen,  you  may  soon  expect  to  behold  your  father."     ^  ^ 

Ellen,  who  had  wept  several  times  during  Lord  Rosenberg's  rel^j^|0|a,  expressed  her  hap- 
piness in  the  expectation  of  seeing  and  being  forgiven  by  her  father,-  and  the  day  was  passed 
happily.  Late  in  the  evening  Lord  Raby  arrived,  and  was  received  with  open  arms  by  his 
daughter. 

CHAPTER   XVir. 

NxxT  day  the  happy  party  proceeded  to  St  Egbert's  Castle,  where  they  were  welcomed 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy.  Towards  evening  Edric  introduced  the  name  of  Fits- 
osric  and  solicited  the  advice  of  his  friends  how  to  proceed.  *'  For  myself,"  he  said,  '*  tho 
last  attempt  I  pardon  him  most  sincerely  ;  for  though  he  proposed  to  take  my  life,  divine 
justice  would  not  permit  it ;  and  the  captivity  was  decreed  by  the  imerring  hand  of  ProvU> 
dnnce,  to  explain  to  me  the  mystery  of  my  birth— to  restore  me  to  my  rights— and  to  succour 
those  I  love.  Lady  Rosenberg  and  her  daughter  too  are  safe ;  but  how  can  I  pardon  the 
murder  of  my  father — the  intended  destruction  of  myself  when  a  child  ?«— the  long-continued 
misery  of  my  mother  ?  Meroy  is  blessed,  but  the  murderer  ought  not  to  escape ;  *tis  wronging 
justice  to  pass  lightly  over  such  enormities.*' 

Lord  Raby  deemed  that  unless  the  baron  was  brought  to  justice  and  received  the  reward 
of  his  crimes,  Edric  would  be  guilty  of  violating  tho  most  sacred  laws,  for  suflferiog  a  person 
guilty  of  such  enormities  to  go  unpunished.  Were  he  pardoned,  malice  would  teach  him  to 
seek  an  opportunity  of  revenging  liimself  on  the  innocent  causes  of  his  disgrace,  and  they  could 
not  rest  in  safety. 

Such  also  was  the  opinion  of  Lord  Rosenberg,  of  Sir  Bernard  Melbourne,  and  his  friends ; 
and  accordingly  a  messenger  was  immediately  dispatched  to  Shrewsbury,  to  order  some  of 
the  oflScers  of  justice  to  attend,  and  take  the  baron  into  custody. 

It  was  near  seven  o'clock  when  the  officials  arrived  from  Shrewsbury.  They  were  coo* 
ducted  to  the  place  where  the  baron  was  confined ;  where,  having  secured  his  person,  they  led 
bim  to  the  drawing  room,  where  the  first  people  who  met  his  eyes  were  EUen  and  Elgiva. 
He  started  at  the  sight,  for  he  could  not  imagine  how  it  was  possible  for  Ellen  to  make  her 
escape  from  the  place  wherein  he  bad  confined  her.  Next  he  saw  Lady  Jane,  the  afflicted, 
long-sufiering,  and  much-wronged  wife :  as  he  looked  on  her,  sentiments  of  a  tender  nature 
swelled  his  heart ;  for  once  all  his  hopes  of  ambition  and  love  were  summed  up  in  the  idea  of 
obtaining  her,  and  he  wondered  how  he  could  have  been  capable  of  wronging  such  excellence. 
Lords  Raby  and  Rosenberg  he  had  some  knowledge  of,  and  was  astonished  to  find  that  Ellen 
was  the  wife  of  the  latter.  But  when  he  saw  Ethelwald,  he  began  to  think  he  was  betrayed 
by  him,  and  the  most  bitter  revenge  swelled  his  breast ;  and  snatching  a  sword  from  the  side  oC 
Lord  Raby,  he  attempted  to  plunge  it  into  the  bosom  of  Ethelwald,  exclaiming,  "  Die,  thou 
dissembling  traitor  1— take  the  reward  of  thy  villanous  services  from  the  hand  of  thy  em^lo^^^x  ^* 
The  sword  pierced  Ethel wald's  arm,  and  the  baroa  wai  lec^otdL  Xw^oit^  \a  ^x^\m^  ^^v^  «^ 
^  'ilharaUgcbkC 
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to  apprehend.    As  soon  ai  ^e  reached  St  Egbert's  Cattle,  I  was  cooyeyad,  with  ny  fiuthlU 
Christiana,  to  the  north  chamben^  where  a  priest  waited  and  united  me  to  Lord  Amulph. 

**  i  had  as  many  attendants  as  I  could  wish  for  in  that  part  of  the  castle,  which  had  every 
convenience,  as  it  were,  for  a  separate  iiunily,  who  had  no  commanicatkm  with  the  other  part, 
except  Lord  Amulphp  who  was  the  only  person  who  ever  entered  the  north  gallery. 

"  The  idea  of  the  marder  of  the  Danish  lord  so  powerfally  possessed  the  minds  of  all  the 
domestics,  that  Amulph  found  it  a  difficulty  to  appease  their  apprehensions.  And  to  preserve 
my  retreat  a  secret  from  his  own  people^  as  well  as  my  brother,  he  gave  way  to  their  idle  Csars, 
and  allowed  then»  to  yield  to  the  superstitious  idea  that  the  castle  was  haunted. 

'*  Here  I  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  named  Haroldina.  She  was  nursed  with  the  tenderest 
care  till  fifteen  months  old,  when  she  was  taken  from  the  castle  to  be  restored  to  it  as  a  found- 
ling, that  her  £sther  might  be  able  to  bring  her  up  in  a  manner  suitable  to  her  rank«  and  have 
air  and  exercise,  which  could  not  be  so  conveniently  given  her  in  my  retired  situation.  And 
now  it  was  that  Amulph,  hearing  the  servants  continually  complam  of  the  north  chamben 
and  gallery  being  haunted,  suffered  himself  to  be  prevailed  on  to  have  the  supposed  spirit  e( 
the  Dane  laid ;  in  the  north  chambers  the  ceremony  passed  -,  the  door  was  accordingly  secand^ 
and  the  keys  put  out  of  the  way. 

**  In  this  manner  I  have  lived  eighteen  years.  Haroldina  is  married  to  Lord  Wallingford. 
My  brother  Edward  is  hourly  expected  to  leave  this  world.  I  have  several  times  seen  Harol- 
dina,  but  at  present  she  is  unacquainted  that  I  am  her  mother,  or  that  Lord  Amulph  is  her 
father.  I  have  been  extremely  happy  during  my  marriage,  and  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  Haroldina,  and  letting  her  know  the  reason  of  this  mysterious  concealment. 

**  I  have  two  motives  for  writing  this  narrative — ^the  first  to  do  away  with  every  supersti- 
tious idea  respecting  the  supposed  spectre  of  the  Dane,  and  to  elucidate  the  history  of  the 
haunted  chamber,  if  any  one  should  venture  to  develope  it ;  for  it  is  a  pity  so  noble  a  part  of 
fhe  castle  should  be  the  victim  of  superstition ;  secondly,  to  let  the  reiider  know  that  Lady 
Haroldina  Wallingford  is  nobly  bora,  the  daughter  of  Ethelfrida  (sister  to  King  Edward)  and 
Lord  Amulph,  sole  heiress  of  this  castle  and  estate,  so  that  no  person  need  doubt  the  legality 
of  her  claim  and  birth.  **  ETHiLraiDA." 

Thus  was  the  mystery  of  the  haunted  <  h  mbcr  revealed. 

In  a  few  days  the  marriage  of  Edric  and  Elgiva  was  celebrated  with  magnificence.  Joy  was 
in  every  face,  and  every  one  of  his  tenants  strove  to  vie  with  each  other  in  expressing  their 
aflTection  and  gratitude  to  the  rightful  lord,  in  whose  family  the  ^state  had  been  many  yearsi 
till  wrested  from  him  by  the  treacherous  conduct  of  Fitzosricl 

Meantime  Fitzosric,  in  prison,  hearing  what  had  taken  place,  finding  that  everybody 
allowed  the  justness  of  Edric's  claim,  that  all  were  acquainted  with  his  own  villany,  dreading 
the  event  of  the  trial,  and  tired  with  the  weight  of  guilt  which  burdened  his  soul^  took  poison, 
and  thus  drank  present  oblivion  t    all  his  cari-s. 

Happiness  was  soon  restored  to  the  castle.  Lady  Jane  chose  to  reside  with  her  son  and 
daughter,  and  entreated  to  be  indulged  with  the  north  chambers  while  she  remained  with  them. 
The  estates  of  the  Baron  Fitzosric  were  also  used  in  common  between  them.  Lord  Rosenberg 
purchased  a  noble  seat  near  St  Egbert's  Castle,  to  which  a  few  years  after  he  retired,  as  aooa 
as  the  king  could  fix  on  a  person  to  supply  his  place :  for  Lord  Rosenberg  did  not  like  the  busy. 
scenes  of  life,  having  always  been  used  to  retirement  and  his  beloved  Ellen.  Lord  Rahy  ahu 
came  to  reside  near  them,  and  lived  to  a  great  age  in  the  loved  company  of  those  so  dear  to 
him.  Lady  Rosenberg  soon  after  had  a  son,  who  was  named  Edgar,  after  his  father,  and  tived 
to  be  a  person  highly  honoured. 

Elgiva  had  a  numerous  family,  the  delight  of  their  parents  and  joy  of  the  country  rtmmL 
Lady  Jane  found,  in  the  society  of  her  long-absent  friend  Ellen,  and  that  of  her  daughter,  as 
much  felicity  as  could  fall  to  her  share,  which  helped  in  a  measure  to  chase  away  a  retro* 
spection  of  the  calamities  of  her  earlier  years ;  and  their  friendship  and  happiness  cpntinned  tffl 
the  end  of  their  existence. 

Edric,  Earl  of  Wallingford,  amply  rewarded  Ethelwald  for  his  past  kbdnesses,  and  Ibey 
lived  in  the  strictest  friendship,  for  to  him  Edric  considered  hUnself  indebted,  not  only  for  Wh 
but  fortune,  and  every  comfort  he  now  enjoyed. 
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« 'Father,'  replied  the  detennined  Julietta,  *  do  not  trouble  younelf  about  my  foan ;  if  I  thought  I 
■hould  find  my  Romeo  by  pauiag  through  the  mid«t  of  infernal  flamet,  I  woiUd,  without  trembling, 
daxt  them.'" 
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ROMEOAND   JULIET. 


Winnr  ttm  dangers  were  lords  ofWron^  a  fierce  and  Moody  emntt^r  exmted  betvMO  two 
noble  fitmilies  of  that  city,  of  greater  dignity  and  riches  than  the  rest.  The  n$mm  of  tiio  on* 
wn  Bfdnteeehie,  the  other  Capellet.  This  ▼iblent  hatred  was  the  cause  of  fireqiieiii  bloody 
«i|{Bgements  between  the  relations  and  dependents  of  theso  two  lords;  and  tbe  aMnboia  thai 
vcre  killed  of  both  parties  on  these  occasions  kept  up  and  angmented  the  fiiry  of  tboir  rsspooi 
tf  TC  diescendants. 

Bartholomew  Scaliger,  when  at  the  head  of  this  repubKc,  laboured  with  tbo  utaKMt  dsH* 
gcnee  to  suppress  these  disorders ;  but  alt  his  cares  did  never  wholly  prevent  then,  io  daeply 
WW  their  hatred  of  each  other  rooted  in  their  bosoms. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  entirely  reconcile  them,  in  order  to  put  aa  end  to  tho  affironti 
irMeh  each  party  gave  and  received  from  the  other,  and  which  were  always  followed  hy  the 
•  Aaths  of  some  amongst  them,  he  commanded  that  the  youngest  of  one  fiietion  should  alwiqn 
ghre  way  to  the  eldest  of  the  otheis  whenever  they  happened  to  meet,  by  whioh  regulaties 
-BUmy  disorders  were  avoided. 

About  this  time  Romeo,  the  young  heir  of  the  M onteeehio  femUy,  was  violently  enamouMd 
of  a  lady  in  Verona,  who,  notwithstancHng  the  eitraordinary  beauty  and  aeoompUahmenls  1m 
was  possessed  of,  treated  him  with  great  disdain. 

Romeo  during  two  years  pursued  the  inexorable  beauty,  employing  all  tbe  rfaetorle  of 
tfglR,  tears,  presents,  and  entertainments  to  move  her  heart ;  but  all  in  vaia.  Hie  0aoad% 
Who  saw  him  languish  out  his  days  in  a  hopeless  passion,  were  greatly  alarmed ;  but  neither 
their  remonstrances  nor  entreaties  were  able  to  effect  his  cure.  One  of  his  companions,  wba 
was  dearer  to  him  than  the  rest,  greatly  afflicted  to  behold  him  thus  losing  the  vigour  of  his 
youth  in  following  a  woman  without  hopes  of  obtaining  her,  often  took  oeeasion  to  blame  Mb 
perseverance.  **  Romeo,**  said  he  one  day,  **  I  love  you  as  my  brother,  and  it  gives  me  great 
pain  to  see  you  thus  consume  away  like  snownnelting  in  the  sun.  Wby  waste  your  tioM  and 
ibrtune  without  obtaining  either  honour  or  advantage?  Tour  endeavours  to>  win  this  lady  aea 
aD  ineffectual ;  the  more  yon  solicit  her,  the  more  rigid  she  becomee :  oertaialy  it  is  a  great 
iblly  to  persist  in  this  fruitless  undertaking.  You  may  be  eettaia  she  eares  neither  for  yeur- 
tetf,  nor  fur  anything  she  can  do  for  you.  Probably  she  has  some  other  krver,  wbo  is  sedeor 
to  her  she  would  not  quit  him  for  an  emperor.  Tott  are  young,  my  dear  RooMat  yourpersaa 
is  more  lovely  than  any  youth's  in  this  city  ;  you  are  generous,  vtrtaotis^  and  elegaat>;  ta 
these  amiable  qualities  are  added  the  more  solid  advantages  of  learning  aad  wit.  Tea  araHi^ 
only  son  of  one  of  the  greatest  and  richest  of  our  nobtenca  ;  be  rsetraina  net  your  eipeases  % 
lie  controls  you  not  in  your  pleasures ;  he -acts  but  as  yourstewasd,  to  take  care  o#  your 
aflklrs,  while  you  spend  your  time  as  yon  please.  '  Awake,  I  conjave  yoo,  aad  b^gio  at  lengtb 
to  reflect  upon  Ibe  error  you  have  been  guilty  of;  reaMvefrom  your  eyealbe  vail  wfaielr  bliads 
ybn,  aad  hinders  you  frona  se«ng  the  mistekea  petb  yea  ere  puvsaiogi  rseeive  ta  pkce>yoMr 
mflhetloas  on  some  person  more  deserving,  amf  eboeee  a  lady  wW  wWt  belterieward:  fear 
love;  a  just  indignation  »  often  more  powerful  in  tbe  hear*  thaa  laeeHeelC  Vow,  adtaa 
anemblWa  aad  masqueradte  are  beld  all  over  this  gteal  akyi  aiia  wiMi^  tk»  mtrnptrnff  ansry 
wHerc;  aad  wbeo  yon  ineet  tbe  uagraCeftil  woaieayaiibaeesoKsiladfeolbog^gMaBataabar 
ftM^blltrcfc•r«BbHri^^llll0e»bvf^Mli^«Mi'lMl|«Mb\  % 
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iojuiics  you  have  suffered  will  ezeite  within  you  an  indignation  to  Juat  and  raaaonable  that 
your  patsion  will  in  time  yield  to  iu  force,  and  you,  by  degrees,  regain  your  liberty." 

To  these  reasons  the  fidthful  finend  of  Romeo  added  many  others,  to  engage  him  to  quit 
bis  unsuccessful  pursuit  Romeo  listened  to  him  with  attention,  and  took  an  immediate  reso- 
lution to  put  his  wise  counsels  in  practice. 

The  festivities  of  the  season  being  now  begun,  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  meeting  the 
scornful  maid ;  but  he  always  carefully  avoided  looking  at  her,  gaaing  on  the  other  ladies,  and 
anxiously  examining  the  beauties  of  each,  to  choose  her  who  was  most  agreeable  to  him. 

About  this  time  Antonio  Capellet,  the  head  of  the  flunily  of  that  name,  gave  a  magnifiecnt 
feast,  to  which  he  invited  a  great  many  of  the  chief  nobility,  most  of  the  youth  of  quality  oc, 
both  sexes  being  there.  Romeo,  notwithstanding  the  long-continued  hatred  between  their 
ftim?iiM,  came  thither  also  at  night,  being  masked  like  the  rest  of  the  company ;  but  soon  after 
throwing  his  visard  off,  as  all  the  others  did,  he  seated  himself  at  one  comer  of  the  hall,  whence, 
by  dvour  of  the  light  of  the  infinite  number  of  wax  tapers,  he  could  conveniently  behold  the 
whole  assembly. 

Romeo  soon  drew  the  eyes  of  the  company  upon  him,  and  of  the  ladies  in  particular,  who^ 
struck  with  his  boldness  in  coming  to  that  house,  could  not  conceal  their  admiration  of  it* 
His  enemies,  however,  on  account  of  his  youth,  his  extraordinary  beauty,  the  sweetness  of  hii 
manners,  and  the  almost  universal  love  he  had  acquired,  forbore  to  give  him  any  disturbance^ 
which,  perhaps,  had  he  been  older  and  less  amiable,  they  might  have  done. 

Romeo,  therefore,  having  leisure  to  consider  the  beauty  of  the  ladies  that  were  at  the  feaM^ 
began  to  praise  them  more  or  less,  according  to  his  taste ;  and  without  dancing  himatU^  took 
a  pleasure  in  looking  upon  those  that  did.  While  he  was  thus  employed,  he  saw  a  jotmg 
lady  of  most  exquisite  beauty,  whose  name  was  unknown  to  him.  His  heart  immediatalj 
aoniBMsed  this  object  to  be  more  charmiog  than  any  he  had  ever  seen ;  he  gaaed  on  hsr 
attentively,  and  the  longer  he  gased,  the  more  beauty  and  graces  be  discovered  in  her.  Finding 
an  unusual  pleasure  in  contemplating  her,  he  was  not  able  for  a  moment  to  remove  his  cyn 
from  her  fiiee,  but  darting  a  thousand  passionate  looks  at  the  young  beauty,  he  laerctly 
resolved  to  exert  his  utmost  endeavours  to  gain  her  affections. 

Thus  was  his  former  passion  vanquished  by  this  new  one,  and  gave  plaee  to  a  flaaa  that 
was  never  extinguished  but  by  death.  Not  daring  in  that  bouse  to  inquire  the  name  of  the 
young  lady  that  had  charmed  him,  he  contented  himself  with  feeding  his  eyes  with  her  sig^t; 
and  finding  new  gracea  in  every  look  and  action,  drank  in  large  draughts  of  the  sweet  poi^bD 
of  love. 

As  for  Juliette,  for  so  was  the  young  lady  called  who  had  charmed  him,  die  was^  oo  her 
part,  struck  with  admiration  of  his  person  as  she  went  by  the  place  where  he  sat.  .  lliia  fiur 
one  was  daughter  to  Capellet,  the  master  of  the  house.  She  kn^w  not  the  name  and  qoaBty 
of  Romeo,  but  be  appeared  to  her  the  most  beautiful  youth  she  had  ever  seen,  and  she  eould 
not  rcstit  the  pleasure  she  took  in  gasing  on  him.  Secretly  snatching  stolen  glances  at  him 
•very  moment  an  unusual  softness  took  possession  of  her  heart,  and  filled  it  with  all  tha 
aweet  inquietudes  and  tender  perplexities  of  a  beginning  passion.  Not  satisfied  with  gaaiiy 
on  him  at  a  distance^  she  ardently  desired  he  would  mix  among  the  dancers,  that  she  imigfat 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  him  speak,  not  doubting  but  her  ears  would  take  in  aa  nmefa 
pleasure  from  the  agreeableness  of  his  discourse  as  her  eyes  did  from  his  sight ;  but  RoiBao^ 
wholly  absorbed  in  Uie  deligbt  he  took  in  looking  upon  her,  showed  no  inclination  to  Join  the 
dancers,  and  Juliette  was  equally  incapable  of  any  pleasure  but  looking  at  him. 

Their  eyes  being  thus  constantly  directed  to  each  other,  their  passionate  glances  often  met ; 
the  sighs  which  accompanied  these  glances  lietrayed  the  emotions  of  their  hearts,  and  bcich 
were  sensible  that  an  opportunity  of  discovering  their  mutual  fiame  was  equally  deaiied  by 
both.  While  they  were  thus  taken  up  in  exchangmg  tender  and  passionate  glances,  the  ball 
broke  up,  and  the  eompany  mixing  promiscuously  together,  began  the  eonoludiog  danoc* 
•tiled  <*Tbe  0anee  of  the  Torch,*'  otherwise  *•  The  Dance  of  the  Hat.** 

Romeo,  in  the  midst  of  the  agreeable  confudon  of  this  dance,  was  snatched  up  by  a  lidy 
who  forcing  him  into  the  crowd,  he  peffbnoed  his  part,  and  then  gtting  the  torel^  aa  was  the 
ftutpa,  lo  aoaOm  lady,  ha  dftw  MUtt  to  JsiSSuMk^  lad  taok  bar  bf  the  hao^l,  to  the  inoon* 
«af"^  fj^otb 
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JulietU  then  letting  bendf  between  Homeo  and  Mercutio,  the  latter,  who  was  a  courtier.  ' 
gay,  witty,  and  agreeably  satirical,  was  at  remarkable  for  the  eoldneti  of  bu  hand  as  for  the 
uncommon  sprightlinen  of  bis  disposition ;  and  he  holding  one  of  Julietta's  hands,  as  Romeo 
did  the  other,  she,  who  ardently  desired  to  hear  the  latter  speak,  turning  towards  him  with 
mn  enchanting  smile,  said  tofUy  and  in  a  trembling  Toiee,  gently  pressing  his  hand  at  the  same 
moment,--"  Blessed  be  the  time,  air,  that  you  seated  yourself  near  me.** 

Romeo,  who  well  knew  how  to  make  use  of  adTantages,  strained  her  hand  passionately  in 
return,  with  eyes  which  seemed  to  implore  her  pity,  and  in  an  accent  as  if  his  life  hung  sus- 
pended on  her  answer,  asked  her  the  meaning  of  such  a  benediction. 

*<  Gentle  youth,**  replied  Juliette  with  a  smile,  *'  I  blest  the  time  of  your  coming  hither, 
because  Signor  Mercutio,  whose  hand  is  as  oold  as  ice,  froze  me  all  over  by  hit  touch,  while 
you,  by  the  kindly  warmth  of  yours,  have  restored  me  again.** 

**  Madam,'*  replied  Romeo  immediately,  **  I  should  think  myself  superlatively  happj  in  being 
able  to  do  you  any  service,  and  blessed  beyond  measure  if  you  would  deign  to  command  me 
at  the  meanest  of  your  servants.  Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  if  my  hand  has  warmed  you* 
the  fire  of  your  bright  eyes  has  kindled  such  flamet  in  me,  that  unless  you  afford  me  some 
assistance,  I  shall  soon  be  consumed  to  ashes.** 

Scarce  had  he  finished  these  words,  when,  the  dance  being  ended,  the  company  began  to 
disperse.  Juliette,  transported  with  the  exeess  of  her  new  passion,  breathing  an  ardent  sigh, 
tenderly  strained  her  lover's  hand,  and  replied  in  haste,  as  she  parted  from  him,—**  Alas  ! 
what  can  I  say,  but  that  I  am  more  yours  than  my  own  ?  " 

Romeo,  in  hopes  of  learning  who  she  was,  continued  still  in  the  hall,  and  he  had  not  waited 
long  before  he  was  informed  by  a  friend  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  the  Lord  Capellct. 

This  news  threw  him  into  great  affliction,  foreseeing  the  difficulty  and  danger  there  would 
be  in  pursuing  a  passion  which  he  felt  he  could  not  divest  himself  ot  On  the  other  hand, 
Juliette,  equally  desirous  of  knowing  the  name  of  him  who  had  conquered  her  heart,  called 
an  old  woman  who  had  nursed  her  to  a  window  which  looked  into  the  street  through  which  the 
eompany  was  passing,  inquired  of  her  the  names  of  the  several  masquers  as  they  went  along ; 
and  at  last  directing  her  eyes  to  Romeo,  she  asked  who  that  fine  youth  was  who  carried  his 
masque  in  his  hand.  The  good  woman,  who  knew  him  very  well,  told  her  it  was  Romeo,  soo 
of  the  Lord  Monteechio. 

Juliette,  struck  with  the  sound  of  that  name  as  with  a  thunderbolt,  began  now  to  despair 
of  ever  gaining  the  object  of  her  affections  for  a  husband.  Concealing,  however,  her  agitation 
from  the  observation  of  her  nurse,  she  retired  to  bed ;  but  her  mind  was  filled  with  so  many 
different  thoughts,  that  slie  could  take  no  repose.  Love  and  despair  had  a  cruel  conflict  in 
ber  soul, — yet  love  had  taken  so  full  and  absolute  possession  of  it,  that  her  desire  increased 
with  the  impossibility  of  gratifying  it  **  Ah  !**  thought  she,  **  how  have  I  suffered  my  affte- 
tionsto  be  thus  transported!  How  do  I  know,  credulous  fool  that  I  am,  whether  Romeo 
really  loves  me  ?  Perhaps  the  artful  youth  means  only  to  delude  me  with  a  feigned  passion, 
that  by  robbing  me  of  my  honour,  he  may  avenge  himself  on  my  fiimily  and  increase  the 
rooted  hatred  between  our  fathers ;— but  can  it  be  that  a  soul  so  generous  as  I  am  sure  his  is, 
should  form  a  design  to  ruin  one  who  loves  and  adores  him  ?  Ah  I  If  the  &ce  be  an  index  to  the 
mind,  his  is  all  loveliness  and  truth.  Cruelty  and  deceit  ean  never  harbour  in  so  fair  a  dweU 
ling  ;  from  a  form  so  enchanting  nothing  can  be  expected  but  honour,  gentleness,  and  love. 
But  suppose,"  she  went  on,  **  that  lie  loves  me  honestly,  have  I  not  reason  to  believe  that  my 
fiithcr  will  never  consent  to  our  union  ?  And  yet,  who  knows  but  our  mutual  passion  may 
be  the  means  of  procuring  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  our  fiunilies?  I  have  often  heard 
that  not  only  the  peace  of  private  families  has  been  eSeoted  by  marriages,  but  that  watring 
nations  have  been  made  friends  by  that  means.  Ought  I  not,  then,  to  hope  that  our  two 
houses  may  be  reconciled  by  such  an  event?**  Resting,  then,  upon  this  toothing  thought, 
whenever  Romeo  went  through  the  street  where  she  lived,  she  always  showed  herself  at  a 
balcony,  giving  him  such  bewitching  smiles  as  he  passed  as  filled  bis  whole  toul  (which,  like 
hers,  had  been  tost  between  hope  and  fear)  with  inexpressible  delight 

It  was  not  without  great  daoiger  to  hia  person  that  he  thus  haunted  the  ttreet  where  she 
dwelt  both  day  and  iiifbty   but  Juliette's  smiles  inflaming  his  d«ni«Hbit  eMoNA.'^KA.  x^usakV^^ 
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sweet  violence  that  drew  hiin  eontiaiumy  thither.  Tbit  chamber  of  thia  fiuc  maid  had  s  win. 
ddw  in  it  which  looked  into  a  narrow  lane.  Romeo,  when  hehacl.patted  the  great  atreet,  and 
an iTed  at  the  head  of  thia  lane,  ofVen  beheld  hei  at  this  window,  to  which  she  erer  came  whea 
sho  saw  him,  and  by  bar  looks  expressed  the  pleasure  she  took  in  beboldii^  him.  One  night, 
when  Romeo  camf,  as  he  was  wont,  to  this  place,  Julietta  seeing  bim,  opened  the  window  ; 
the  moon  shone  so  bright  that  though  he  retired,  upon  her  looking  but,  into  an  old  ruinosa 
building  which  fionted  the  window,  jet  she  could  distinguish  him  plainly,  and  m>'  penoo 
being  with  her  in  tho  chamber,  she  Teatured  to  call  out  to  him*  '*  Romeo,**  she  said,  **  what 
do  you  here  alooe  at  such  an  hour  ?  Should  you  be  discovered,  I  tremble  lor  your  life.  Are 
you  ignorant  of  the  cruel  enmity  then  is  between  our  fiunilies  ?  and  how  many  lives  have 
been  lost  by  it  on  both  sides?  Certainly,  if  you  are  taken  you  will  be  barbarously  muri^eied  I 
Why  will  you  thus  endanger  your  own  life  and  my  honour?" 

**  The  ardent  passion  you  have  inspired  me  with^"  answeM  he^  '*b  fhe  cause  of  my  comiDg 
here.  I  know,  if  I  am  discovered  by  your  relations,  they  will  endeavour'  to  kill  me ;  but  I 
shall  defend  myself  as  well  as  I  can ;  and  though  I  may  be  overpowered  by  superior  force,  yet 
I  will  not  die  alone.  To  perish  near  you  wUl  take  off  the  bitterness  of  death.  Yet  be 
assured,  madam,  I  will  never  be  the  occasion  o£  bringing  any  stain  upon  your  teputatloiis 
but  would  with  pleasure  sacrifice  my  life  to  preserve  it  inviolate." 

**  But  what  is  it  you  require  of  me  ?  *'  asked  Juliette. 

"That  you  would,  permit  me,"  returned  Romeo,  **to  enter  your  apartment,  that  I  may 
with  less  danger  make  known  to  you  the  greatness  of  my  passion,  and  the  cruel  tormenta  I 
suffer  for  your  sake.'* 

Juliette,  somewhat  offended  at  this  request,  replied, — **  Romeo,  you  know  the  extent  of 
yeur  ovn  passion,  and  I  know  that  of  mine.  I  know  that  I  love  you  as  much  as  it  is  possible 
foe  a  person  to  love,  and  perhaps  more  than  b  consistent  with  honour.  However,  I  must  tell 
jeo,  that  if  you  hope  to  possess  me  by  any  other  means  than  nutrimony,  you  are  mudh 
<leeeived ;  and  because  I  am  sensible  you  expose  yourself  to  groat  danger  by  coming  hither 
so  frequently,  I  am  willing  to  bring  thia  nutter  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  Therefore,  if  yoa 
wish  to  be  mine,  as  1  wish  to  be  eternally  yours,  you  will  make  me  your  wife,  and  for  that 
purpose  I  will  be  ready  to  meet  you  at  any  convenient  place,  whatever  time  you  shall  appoint. 
But  if  you  have  any  dishonourable  intentions  towards  me,  go  away,  I  conjure  you,  and  suiter 
me  to  live  in  peace.** 

Romeo,  whose  intentions  towards  her  were  of  the  purest  honour,  heard  this  prosposal  with 
transport,  and  told  her  that  he  would  joyfully  marry  her  as  soon  as  she  should  appoint. 

'*'Tis  well,"  said  Juliette.  *' Let  our  nuptials,  then,  be  celebrated  by  the  Reverend 
Tt'iar  Lorenzo  of  Reggio,  who  is  my  spiritual  father.** 

To  this  Romeo  readily  agreed,  the  good  friar  being  very  intimate  in  his  family,  and  it. 
was  resolved  between  them  that  Romeo  should  speak  to  bim  the  next  day  upon  the  subject 

Friar  Lorenxo,  in  whom  the  lovers  were  to  confide  on  this  occasion,  was  of  the  order  of  the 
Minors,  a  learned  theologian  and  philosopher,  had  freat  knowledge  of  herbs,  and  was  well 
skilled  in  the  magic  art  s  and  that  he  might  maintain  himself  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  com- 
mon people,  and  quietly  ei^foy  those  pleasures  for  which  he  had  a  taste,  he  endeavoured  to 
procure  the  friendship  of  all  persons  of  distinguished  rank  and  reputation.  In  this  he  suc- 
ceeded so  well,  that  he  had  many  friends  among  the  nobility  of  Verona,  particularly  the  fisther 
of  Romeo,  a  nobleman  of  great  credit  and  esteem,  who  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  piety  and 
wisdom. 

Romeo  also  held  him  in  high  fisvour,  and  the  friar,  who  knew  him  to  be  a  prudent  and 
generous  youth,  had  a  tender  affection  for  him.  The  reverend  father,  who  confessed  almost 
all  the  persons  of  quality  of  both  sexes  in  the  city,  was  also  very  intimate  in  the  family  of  the 
Capelletti,  and  was  entrusted  with  the  spiritual  direction  of  Juliette. 

Romeo,  the  next  dey  alter  bis  eooference  with  his  mistress,  went  to  the  church  of  Seint 
Francis,  and  related  to  Friar  Lorenio  the  whole  story  of  his  passion  fiv  Juliette,  and  the  bappj 
conclusion  to  which  he  bad  brought  it,  entreating  at  the  seme  time  his  aaustance  to  unite  them 
fa  ever.  The  frier,  hearing  this  account,  promised  to  do  all  he  required,  aa  well  bcceuse  he 
mm  JMt  able  to  deiij  Eoono  aDy  thing,  aa  beeause  he  hoped  thb  nutii^  would  neoacilt  tte 
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tirobmncifif  tlie  MiiBtmtt  md  CkptUtltH  and  UmA  1m  dMoM  m  flefsli*  to  hMMtlf  Uiff 
ftnrmir  of  Signor  BftrlholowtVy  «te  ymmmaMtHj  6tmnd  to  •oay  w  thi  dinrdiw  ^•ir  mmjtf 
cvutoJ  in  the  city* 

The  two  loTer»  now  ottly  waitad  fbr  MMe  ooiwiom  of  goiag  to  tonleMioai  mi  otdtr  to  ifto| 
flidr  design ;  and  Jnlictto»  for  tho  gnnUr  eoa^rvnlonoy,  raeolnod  to  traat  bor  munt^  wko  slipl 
with  h«r,  with  her  lo«e  Ibr  Rmaeo,  hk  ozfinRoe  nflbetion  for  heiv  mud  their  uHended  mmrEmg^ 

The  good  wontin»  gteetly  roufef  td  at  ssch  •  pieetpitnto  denga*  eodeaveuKd  to  diwide 
licr  from  ^  but  to  no  purpose ;  and  mored  with  the  affecting  argumentaof  Jfidietta^  vaa  «| 
laal  ptei^ailed  upon- to  aarrj  a  latter  to  Itomeab  Hh  loner  wna  trinapertert  with  joj  at  the 
«oment8i  whieh  diHMied  Mm  to  •oate-tfl  iee  o^eloek  nest  aaaning  to  the  window  in  Iha  Inm 
bringing  with  him  a  laddarof  lopea,  b^  wfalcb  be  nigbi  asMttd  to  her  ehamber* 

IUmeo,eortimtttiMg  tbweaia  of  prowiding  the  laddar  to  ^fokiilul  aaartnt^gbii^  aaBadlHiBtro^ 
they  both,  at  the  appoinlcd  bowr,  weaa  to  the  place  wbete  Jniietto  eapeetad  tbenk. 

Ae  aoen  at  abe  imw  Raene,  ibe  kn  down  a  cord  ftam  the  wi«daiw»  wbiib  tbsQf  foiteiied;to 
«Bi  end  of  the  ladder  (  rile  then  dmw(t  ap^MHl»wiifa  the  aiaHfinia  4if  tbajnunai  iilMdilft 
Kenrely  to  the  top^  Romee  then  bebfly  atceMUd  the  laddetv  wbik  netna  letiied  iato  4bf 
M  miROttfl  lieaee  tilt  bin  aiaater  bad  oeeaaiBa  for  binu  Tbe>  irott  bars  befom  the  wvntor 
were  set  so  oloee  thai  lawn* with  dlAeuHy  tbaiearaptttred  Bonee  eenbi paw 4>ia hand  tbcMili 
to  elesp  that  of  his  ad<nwd  JoKeitoi 

««€Ni!  Boaaeo,*'  ciiid  the  trsnspeited  mind,  "dfearar  tome  than  liiaMgfat  af  my  fe^  | 
Anired  tosee  you  here,  that  I migbt  infocaa  yon  I  have-otdered  matteal  s^aa  that  I  eaa  go  to 
emfossion  with  my  motoer  on  Friday  aeit ;  we  AatteooM  to  tbedtombabout  the  tjtoa  H^ 
amnon  begins ;  take  eaie  to  aefuaint  fiathve  lamtiaa^  that  he  may  bate  eferytbu^ia  mpdv 

Borneo  assuring  bar 'tint  thefidarwas  dhpoeed  to  da  wbatarer-  tbay  detirwd,  tbeybagv^ 
to  enter  into  a  tender  eenwersation^  whiefa  the  neosaaity  of  patting  for  foar  of  a  disaaraiy 
iBtcrrupting.  the  lover,  deaeending  the  faddcr,  took  leeve  of  bis  dear  Julietta,  who^  thongfi 
oierssiir«)y  pleased  with  the  post  intsrview,  tbonght  every  moment  an  age  till  she  conld  ei^ 
Romeo  her  own ;  and  Roeaeo,  who  waa  almaet  traospottad  out  of  bimsaif,  sprat  the  time  in 
discoursing  with  his  confidant  on  bb  approaobing  happMiaaa 

The  destined  day  being  arri^red.  Lady  Giovanni*  the  mother  of  JuUetta»  taking  with  hw 
her  daughter  and  aame  of  her  women,  went  to  the  ehnrch  of  St  Fkaneiib  which  was  than  io.tli^ 
citadel.  The  old  lady,  as  soon  as  she  entcead»  ealling  for  Friar  Lerenaob  told  him  aba  had  eome 
oarl  J  with  Julietta  to  eeofossMii,  beeanae  she  knew  be  would  be  mnob  hurried  that  day,  having 
80  many  spiritual  children  to  cenfem. 

The  friar,  who  had  been  instructed  beforehand  by  Ronieo»  and  bad  him  then  eonosaled  in 
Im  confestionary,  gave  the  lady  his  benedietioo  and  went  into  the  convent,  and,  entering  the 
toom  where  Romeo  was,  he  asade  Julietta,  who  trst  prcacntod  bcsselC  go  ioto  the  other  sell, 
which  was  slightly  partitioned  off  from  that  in  which  he  and  Romeo  wece»  having  also  a  gaate 
betweea.  As  soon  as  she  waa  entered,  ha  gave  the  sign  that  Romao  waa  within,  and  removing 
ibe  grate,  after  the  ftrst  salatotion,  said  to  her,— 

**  Daughter,  Roeneo  has  tofonned  me  that  you  are  willing  to  take  him  fpr  a  husband,  and 
he  also  is  desirous  of  having  you  for  a  wife  ; — do  you  both  continue  to  b^  thus  disposed  ?  *'    . 

The  lovers  making  aaawrr  that  they  wished  for  nothing  dae^  the  friar,  after  a  short  dis- 
ooorse  in  praise  of  holy  matrimony,  pronouneed  thaaooustomed  foniaof  wonla  ordained  by  the 
church,  and  gave  them  the  nuptial  benediction.  ^: 

Romeo  then  presenting  bis  belevod  Jaltetu  with  a  ring,  wbieb  she  raeeived  with  mapesk- 
«Ue  pleasure,  be  consulted' with  her  aa  to  the  manna  be  sbonld  use  to  ffsin  aecess  to.ber  at 
night,  and  tenderly  salutkigiber,  went  caiitionsly  out  of  ctlnansb».  • .  r 

The  friar,  replacing  the  gnile^  beard  the  eonfossion  of  tbr  happy  Julietta,  anddismiasing 
bar,  beard  also  thatef  her  mother  and  the  wonum  who  atlandadJiaf;  and  they  NUiniod  ^pdn 
to  their  hovse. 

JNight  being  oema^Rofnan^witbhia  servant,  went  to  tbo.g8rdea  belonging  to  the  Lord 
Cq>eUet*s  bouse,  and  ascending  the  wall  by  the  help  of  hu  foithful  Pietro,  he  got  easily  over  to 
too  aastb  aide,  wbeaalwdbnad.bm  brido,  mk^  ts^rthsr  wilb  ternvto^waa  ospeatia«  bsm. 
.     Bo«Mo,oB  aoanna  te  mar  ber,  tan  to  bar  with  wpam  iaofein»  m4  VdflaMia  en«a^l 
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him,  threw  bendloB  hU  neok  and  embcaeed  him  with  inezpretsible  trMisport  They  passed 
the  whole  night  hi  the  garden  without  fear  of  being  discovered,  .and  when  the  morning 
approached*  Romeo,  aflter  oonsulting  with  hu  fair  spouse  on  the  methods  tbey  should  use  to 
iceoneile  their  parents,  took  leave  of  her  with  a  tender  embrace,  and  returned  to  his  own 
house,  looking  upon  himself  to  be  the  happiest  of  all  men,  in  the  possession  of  so  beautiful  a 
ereatum ;  and  Juliette,  who  thought  the  whole  world  oould  not  produce  another  so  accom- 
plisbcd  and  lovely  a  youth  as  her  Romeo,  had  no  other  alloy  to  her  happiness  but  the  disMn- 
tioH  of  their  fiunilies. 

'While  the  new-niMTied  couple  were  obliged  to  eonteni  themseWes  with  short  and  stolen 
interriews,  Friar  Lorenao  was  aoeretly  practising  means  to  reconcile  Ih^  two  houses,  and 
had  put  matters  in  snch  a  train  that  he  had  some  hopes  of  accomplishing  it. 

When  the  feast  of  Easter  waa  celebrated,  it  happened  that  great  numbers  of  coaches  were 
assembled  at  the  gate  Boraori,  near  the  old  castle,  and  many  of  the  CapeUetti  and  Montecchi 
meeting  in  that  place,  assaulted  each  other  ftirioualy  with  their  arms.  Among  the  Capdletti 
waa  A  noble  youth  named  llbbald,  a  irst  cousin  cf  Jolietta,  who,  being  possessed  of  gmrt 
penboal  courage,  animated  hia  people  against  the  MiMiUochi,  and  urged  them  to  have  no 
consideration  fbr  any  person  whaterer  among  their  enemies.  The  fray  grew  very  bloody,  both 
parties  being  eontinuaily  increased  by  other  of  their  partimns  who  jotned  them. 

Reroeo,  who  waa  going  through  the  city  on  some  diTcraion  with  several  of  his  companions 
■nd  a  fifw  attendanta,  happened  to  pass  by  while  the  eoasbatants  wars  engsged.  The  sight 
gave  him  great  affliction,  aa  he  had  hopes,  from  the  friar^  endeavours,  that  peace  would  soon 
be  ande  between  the  frmilies.  Desirous,  therefore,  of  putting  an  end  to  the  fight,  he  tuned 
to  hia  companions  and  servants,  and  speaking  so  load  that  he  was  heard  by  all  in  the  street, 

"Brothers,**  he  exclaimed,  *'  let  us  thrust  ourselves  between  them«  and  try  if  by  any  means 
WW  can  oUige  them  to  lay  down  their  weapons.**  With  thaee  words  be  pressed  in  amonf  the 
eombntants,  followed  by  his  friends  and  servants,  and  lai>oured  both  with  words  and  actions  to 
prevail  upon  them  to  cease  their  contention ;  but  hu  entreeties  and  endeavours  were  all  inef^ 
ftetnal— their  fury  had  risen  to  such  an  excess,  that  they  minded  nothing  bnt  how  to  be 
revenged  on  eeefa  other,  many  on  both  sides  lying  dead  on  the  ground. 

While  Romeo  was  thus  generously  employed  in  endeavouring  to  calm  their  rage,  the 
furious  Tibbald  drew  near  him,  and  gave  him  a  thrust  with  hu  sword  in  the  sidcb  which,  by 
reason  of  a  net-work  of  steel  he  wore  beneath  his  clothes,  did  him  no  harm. 

Romeo,  notwithstanding  this  outrage,  turning  towards  bins,  said,  with  a  friendly  accent,— 
**  Tibbeld,  if  you  believe  I  came  hither  with  any  intention  to  fight  you  or  any  of  your  party, 
you  are  mistaken.  I  passed  this  way  by  chance,  and  have  no  other  design  in  mixing  among 
yott  but  to  make  those  who  belong  to  me  retire.*' 

Tibbald,  either  not  understanding  these  words,  or  seeming  not  to  understand  them,  cried 
out,—**  Ah !  coward,  thou  shalt  die  t  '*  and  furiously  throwing  himself  upon  Romeo^  struck 
him  with  great  violence  on  the  head  ;  and  the  force  of  the  blow,  though  weakened  by  the  steel 
head-piece  he  wore,  so  enraged  Romeo,  that,  wrapping  his  cloak  about  his  arm  by  way  of 
shield,  he  turned  the  point  of  his  sword  towards  his  enemy,  which  piercing  bis  throat,  went 
quite  through  his  neck,  and  came  out  behind,  so  that  the  unhappy  Tibbald  frU  dead  imme« 
diatelyon  the  earth. 

The  guards  approaching  at  the  report  of  this  skirmish,  the  combetants  dispersed  different 
ways,  and  Romeo,  full  of  grief  lor  having  killed  Tibbald,  fled  to  the  church  of  St  Frmnns, 
followed  by  a  great  many  of  bis  adherents. 

Father  Lorsnso  was  much  affected  at  the  news  of  Tibbald*s  death,  which  put  it  out  of  his 
power  to  Bocomplish  the  peace  he  meditated  between  them  $  however,  he  received  Romeo 
'  with  great  kindncas,  and  concealed  him  in  his  chamber  at  the  convent. 

The  Capelletti  assembling  together,  went  to  complain  to  Signer  Bartholomew  of  the  iiyuiy 
they  bed  suffered  from  Romeo  ;  and  the  £uher  of  Romeo,  together  with  aU  the  penona  of 
quality  among  the  Montecchi,  went  also  to  prove  that  Romeo  had  not  engaged  in  the  fight,  but 
eottgbt  only  to  part  the  combatants,  and  being  basely  wounded  by  Tibbald,  killed  him  in  his 
own  defence. 

Aithongh  it  waa  made  very  elear  that  the  CapeUetti  amnnlted  the  Montecchi  iiat,  nad  aim 
pimvcf^mMj  witnemeatluilRomMtBdMeffMmito  t«iEi  tbimi  imA  wai  WMmdid  bf  ISb- 
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baM  while  he  vm  thus  employed,  yet  Signor  Btrtiiolomtw  htnidied  Urn  from  Veran,  tad 
ordered  the  rest  to  forbear  aueh  hostilitiefl  for  the  future. 

The  death  of  Tibbald  cauied  great  afflietion  10  the  fiunilj  of  the  Capelletti ;  hut  Julietta 
wept  not  for  her  cousin's  death,  but  for  the  banishment  of  Romeo.  Having,  however,  thb 
ezeuse  for  her  sorrow,  she  gave  free  Tcnt  to  her  tears,  and  losing  all  the  hopes  she  had  fbrmerly 
entertained  of  being  happy  with  her  beloved  Romeo,  she  wholly  abandoned  herself  to  gricC 

Understanding  tiiat  he  was  eonoealed  in  Father  Loraitto's  eoovent,  she  wrote  a  letter  to 
b^n,  filled  with  moving  complaints  of  their  miserable  fortune,  entreating  him,  with  the  moel 
tender  urgency  of  ai!betion,  that  he  would  allow  her  to  aeeompaay  him  ia  his  banishment. 

Romeo  received  this  letter  by  the  hands  of  the  old  woman  who  had  been  the  oonfidaate  of 
their  marriage,  and  in  his  answer  he  oonjured  his  dear  Julietta  not  to  aHiet  herself;  thai  fai 
a  proper  time  he  would  do  all  she  desired,  but  at  present  he  had  not  fiied  upon  the  plaoe  of 
his  exile,  though  he  was  resolved  it  should  be  as  near  her  as  possible,  and  eonelodcd  wMi 
enmestly  desiring  her  to  give  htm  an  opportunity  of  seeing  her  before  he  went  away. 

Julietta  naming  the  garden  for  the  place  of  this  last  sad  interview,  Roroeo^  at  the  appoinladl 
hour,  came  secretly  out  of  the  convent  by  the  assistance  of  Fiiar  Lorensoi  and  attwuM  by 
his  fiuthftil  Pietro,  oame  to  the  place  where  he  was  expected. 

Julietta  received  him  with  a  flood  of  tears,  and  grief  so  totally  possasssd  theb  eouls,  thiit> 
thej  eontinued  a  long  time  unable  to  speak  to  each  other ;  recovering  a  little  fkon  this  silent 
excess  of  sorrow,  they  flew  into  each  other's  arms,  mingliqg  tears  with  their  embraees»  aoA 
bitter  complaints  against  the  cruelty  of  their  fortune. 

Great  part  of  the  night  being  wasted  in  thb  manner,  Julietta,  with  the  most  earnest  mud 
afRseting  entreatier,  urged  her  beloved  Romeo  to  permit  her  to  go  with  him  kito  Iwishimit. 

^  Do  not,  my  lord,"  cried  she,  '*  do  not  leave  me  bdiind  you.  I  will  eut  off  this  long  hair, 
and  dressed  in  the  habit  of  a  boy,  follow  you  wherever  you  go ;  my  tender  eares  shall  softea 
the  rigour  of  your  exile.  Om  you  have  a  more  foithfol  servant  than  me?  Oh !  my  desnst 
husband,  grant  me  this  fiivour,  I  conjure  you ;  let  me  share  your  fote,  whatever  it  asay  hew 
I  cannot  be  unhappy  if  I  am  with  you." 

Romeo,  with  the  tenderest  language  that  love  could  dietatab  endeavoured  to  eomfbrt  his 
afflicted  wife.  He  assured  her  that  his  sentence  of  banishment  would  be  shortly  revoked,  for 
the  prince  had  given  hb  fother  good  reason  to  expect  it  ^  But  happen  what  will,  my  loivdy 
Julietta,"  said  he,  *<not  in  the  habit  of  a  page  can  I  eonsent  to  see  you.  Ko ;  when  you  d* 
come,  it  must  be  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  your  birth  and  the  quality  of  your 
husband.  Depend  upon  it,"  continued  he,  "  my  banishment  will  not  continue  more  than  a 
year ;  in  that  time  our  parents  may  he  reooociled  ;  the  prince  himself  will  labour  to  mako 
peace  between  them.  If,  however,  all  these  hopes  foil  me,  I  will  then  take  another  eoons^ 
tot  it  is  impossible  I  should  be  able  to  live  long  without  you." 

Julietta  yielding  to  the  force  of  theee  reasons  and  persuasions,  they  began  to  settle  tlM 
method  of  corresponding  by  letters ;  and  as  the  mom  was  breaking,  amidst  a  thousand  siglit^ 
tesrs,  and  tender  embraces,  they  took  leave  of  each  other.  Roomo  returned' to  the  eomroiil^ 
and  Julietta  to  her  chamber. 

In  two  or  three  days  everything  bung  prepared  for  his  departure^  Romeo  left  the  coiive«t^ 
and  disguised  like  a  foreign  merchant,  went  privately  out  of  Verona.  Sevural  of  his  most 
foithfbl  friends  conducted  him  safoly  to  Mantua,  where  he  hired  a  magniioent  house,  and 
having  large  appointments  from  his  fiither,  lived  with  a  qiendour  befitting  hia  quality. 

Julietta  in  the  meantime  gave  herself  wholly  to  sorrow ;  she  loathed  her  food ;  sleep  fled 
from  her  eyes ;  she  passed  the  days  in  sighs  and  tears,  and  the  night  in  complaintB  and  lamen- 
tations. Her  mother,  obeerving  her  continual  grief,  reproved  her  for  it  many  times ;  telling 
her  she  bad  wept  enough  for  the  death  of  her  cousin,  and  that  it  waa  time  to  put  an  end  to  her 
afBiotion  upon  his  account.  Julietta  replied  that  she  knew  no  cause  for  afMiotion  1  neverthe- 
less she  continued  to  fly  from  all  company  and  diversion,  and  gave  herself  up  entirely  a  ptay 
to  sadness  and  tears,  her  fixed  m^neholy  making  so  great  an  alteration  in  bar  lovely  foeo, 
that  she  no  longer  had  any  resemblaace  to  the  once  gay  and  heautifUl  Jalietla. 

Romeo  never  failed  to  make  use  of  every  opportunity  to  write  to  her,  always  comforting 
her  in  hia  letters  with  hopes  of  being  soon  together,  and  tenderly  enfaatigg  her  to  aaodemto 
her  afBictioo,  and  become  easy  and  eheerfol  aa  she  wna  wont  taW  y^wfc  aSBL^wmW-^^aa^^   "T^ft 
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ftbMnce/ofRomeiiWMllit  cnm^h&w  mJtmfflkmmh  tmi  tiH.tlMl  wM  icttovtd^  Ae  vat  iaw^ 
pable  of  receiving  any  comfort. 

ti«r  apUMT  at  luft  aappMng  tbt  mki9m  &f  hm  dMgbtor  ptownhd  frooi  her  diMratant  at 
teqng  M  maoy  of  her  fung  oBipiinloiig  mMprifld  while  ebe  had  b#  httsband  proposed  to  b«f 
•c^oainted  her.  ipeiiic^  the  Loid  Capellet,  with  her  euepieiaiM. 

«  Oiti  deiigbUr.*'  abe  mid,  **  doea  notbiog  but  sigh  a»d  weep.  I  haive  frequently  ashed 
begc  the  eaoie  of  thia  immodamU  aftietiofi,  and  she  amrwera  nie  aiwaye  io  Ae  aame  toae^  that 
aha  hnowf  of  ao  cauae;  yet  every  one  in  the  hoaee  pcvotifae  bev  catttmaM  aielaneholyw 
Certa\aiy,  aome  violeat  rnitaiiiaeei  preys  upon  her  beeri,  and  if  aha  fo  eaivped  to  ga  oa  ttiai^ 
aha  wiU  oonaama  awi^  iaaenably  like  wax  before  the  6re.  f  hava  haagiaed  a  thnaaiid 
re«aoiia  for  ber  wrfaw,  bat  what  feent  to  me  the  moat  prabaUe  ii,  that  baViag  thwa  last  a«- 
niral  aaen  abnott  all  hep  eompaaiont  beeome  wives,  she  is  aAieted  beeaaaa^i  hasbaad  baa  not 
yee  been  propoaed  to  her.  £ha  wiU  be  eighteen  yean  of  age  St  £uphemhi*s  day  aeat,  aad  is 
my  opinion  it  is  noat  timawe  sheald  prouunt  her  a  good  aad  baaaarahia  husband,  Ihr  a 
yoteag  virgia  is  not  meaohandise  that  will  keep  long  in  a  bouse.** 

**  Siaoe  it  ia  yonropialoa,**  replied  tha  Lord  Aatodio  to  bis  wife,  *  that  this  malaaihaiy 
of  our  daughter  is  caused  by  her  not  baring  a  husband  praposed  to  her,  I  will  andeaaaorla 
pmoora  one  suitable  to  tba  dijsasty  af  oar  boose.  Let  it  be  your  esve  to  find  out  a4iiithii' 
ber  affections  ara  yet  ebgagad,  that  I  may  propose  such  a  matoh  to  ber  as  may  be  agrembie  to 
b«  tnolinatioBs.'^ 

Lady  Giovanni  replied  that  she  would  do  all  ia  heripower  tosatlsiy  him  in  thb  pailhmlft 
and  aoeordingly  she  •again  ^uartioaed  all  JuKetta*s  attendants,  and  every  other  person  in  the 
bourn  who  she  tbought  wm  likely  to  giva  her  any  inibrmation,  but  eould  discover  ncitfaiag. 

Some  tame  after  thia  a  cnatcb  was  prapossd  to  Lord  Antonio,  between  the  young  ftak» 
Caont  of  Ladraaa,  aad  bis  daughter.  Lord  Antonio  was  extremely  well  pleased  wiA  the 
pvpasfl,  the  oeunt  being  foaagy  handsome^  aad  very  rioh.  He  aceordingly  desired  bk 
lady  ta  aeqaaiatitheie  daaghlercwith- the  advantsgeaus  ollhr  that  was  made  her. 

Lady  Giovanni  did  as  she  was  directed  ;  but  Juliette  reseived  this  news  with  such  giki, 
that  ber  mother,  after  long  endaaaouring  in  vain  la  find  out  the  cause,  said  at  last,—**  By 
what  I  can  understand,  ihea^  my  daughter,  you  are  not  willing  to  be  manied  ?** 

**  It  is  true,  nrndan,**  Tpplicd>  Julietta,  *'  I  never  intend  to  marry  any  one ;  and  -if  ymi 
lova  moi  and  have  any  regard  fat  my  peace,  you  will  not  think  of  giving  me  a  hasband.*' 

«  WiU  you  ha  a  nun,  then  f*  asked  the  taother  in  gmat  astonishment.  **  Ted  me  what  ara 
your  wisbca." 

*  I  will  not  be  a  aun,"  said  Juliette ;  *•  I  know  not  what  I  would  be,  but  I  long  to  be 
ii\my  grave.** 

Lady  Giovanni,  equally  surprised  and  off)nided  at  this  answer,  was  at  a  lorn  what  to  m^ 
or  do.  She  again  inquired  of  her  daughter*^  attendants  if  they  knew  the  eaum  of  ber 
extteme  melancholy.  They  rspKed,  that  ever  since  ber  oonsin  Tibbald*s  death,  abe  bad 
w||oUy  abandoned  hermlf  to  sorrow,  was  always  in  tean^  and  sought  all  oecasiona  of  beliy 
alone. 

Lady  Giovanni  relating  all  this  to  ber  husband,  he  ordered  Julietta  to  be  called ;  aad 
afler  aome  little  dieeaurse  with  her^ — «f  Daughter,"  said  he,  *•  you  are  now  old  enough  to  ba 
nuurried.  I  hava  found  a  husband  fi>r  you  who  is  young,  handsome,  nabla»  and  rieh^  it  ia 
the  Count  of  Lodrena.  1>ispeee  yourself,  therefore,  to  comply  with  my  will  in  this  afldri 
fof  auch  matdbm  ofiW  bat  seldom.*'  To  this  Julietta,  with  more  spirit  than  beeama  ooeaf 
her  yeaif ,  replied  boldly  that  aba  would  not  marry. 

Her  father. greatly  enraged,  was  almost  ready  to  beat  her;  but  cheeking  his  fttry  a  Httli^ 
he  oontented  himself  with  threatening  her  with  the  moet  eruei  elRecta  of  bis  displeasura  if 
she  continued  disobedient ;  aad  concluded  with  telling  ber,  that  whether  she  was  wHKng  ar 
not,  she  must  prepare  in  a  few  days  to  go  with  him,  her  aiother,  and  other  relations,  to  vflli 
Franca,  to  meet  the  young  eount,  who  would  be  there  with  a  great  retinue  on  purpose  to 
aee  her ;  assuring  .her,  that  if  sha  made  any  further  oppoaition,  ha  would  make  her  ia  avaf^ 
way  the  most  miarrahle  ereature  that  ever  was  bom. 

JuUetto  renuined  like  one  thanderstrnok  at  this  craal  hunguageb  and  not  daring  to  laplyv 
Mb0  Mtirml  to  km  ehambar^  end  thera  wrote  an  ataeaaX  aC  ilL  ^hiat  Vwl  pisiid  to 
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.§m.m  ikdrt  toMi  felM  «Mri*dl>  «i  i>MWWftWiiliinbil6»td  lmMii»  VfeMMMtIf  iMtoftd 
.I^TMito  vflraClitrwlC^Btt^  ^gpMdwithft  piwiMK  he  kad  mAft  b«ir»«»  enow  teMi'to 
*  '^%n>os,  and  Mkeiiflr-awayycrNildhf  u  itentMu 

"Wliile  she  waited  tin  vSeeC  vt  thUf^pnmbit^  tbft  di^  wpfVOMAMd  oil  whMi  «kt  wm  to  ^  to 
TiilA  Fbuica,  where  her  iuher  bad  m  ifte  eeet.  NbtwitlwUmdIiig  bcr  .gMet  i«liicteiiee|  Ae 
^MMobliged  toga,  eod  the  fsanf  Oeimtof  LidroiM,  wfcointMirlier  eliliWbb,  wa  eo ilMik 
wHii  ber  charau,  thovgh'mw  a  litil«  Itafieired  by  ber  eoHtiiN«l  grlvl;  Vhet  tie  imnedlMily 
mmJuded  the  narringie  tnetf  vltli  bcr  «ither»  who  Mturaed  wllh' Jiiliittti  <o  Wiom,  Here 
Ito  informed  her  that  her  marriage  with  the  count  was  absolutely  resolfti  Upoa,  efsbortiag  her 
<t»b«  cheerfiii,  ttid  eabAit  to  hk  *witl  with  •  fjMd  graoe. 

Juttttumade  DOMtewr,  bat  tetiiwl'to  faer  chamber  te  Virder  4o  MMbeld  her  eMielioii, 
fciing  iafMined  theft  her  wiptiaia  with  OMMt  Pwit  Were  «o  he  jelebnrtecf  hi  h  few  wiihi. 
]l«l  knowing  wha*  to  do  in  this  ternbWMttMBky,  flht  at  last  tMolved  t*g»  to  VMier  I^^ 
consuU  witii  him  opoo  meooi  to  avoid  this  detested  haahondk 

Aoeordiogly,  the  toeat  Saiats'  day,  ihe  went  tobcr  mether*tehamber  :<-«  My  dear  lati  thai/' 
she,  at  her  entraaee,  •^  I  c>— ot  imaghM  how  chb  etraagh  melaaetaeiy  haagrown  «poii  oi^ 
l«t  ever  since  the  death  of  my  oodsio  Tibhald,  I  have  aot  beeh  Able  «o  Uke  plsmsnre  in  aay- 
Mng^  and  my  dcjeetioa  inefsassa  eveiy  dnf,  I  think  I  will  go  on  thie  Uened  Aunts'  day  to 
laiMstooi  peihaps  I  amy  raetive  somteoasoktion  by  that  means*  Wtat  My  yoo^  isy  sweet 
mother— are  yott  pkassd  with  this  idea ?    Shall  Igo?* 

Lady  Gfovaa&i,  who  was  a  wtty  fritowi  woaian,  giaaliy  apyrofed  of  her  daaghtei^  intention, 
and  went  with  her  to  the  ehaivh  of  8t  Fmaoisi  There,  ordering  Lorenao  to  be  aalled,  the 
•pcfiiritted  Jaliette  to  go  into  «fae  tsafcaaienary;  Bemg  entered,  ••  My  fiithcr,"  said  the  attetad 
Jalietta,  ''no  one  know*  better  than  yoarself  what  has  passed  between  Romeo  and  mt :  it 
is  therefore  needless  to  repeaft  it.  You  hae%  no  doubt,  read  the  letfesr  whieh  I  put  into  yonr 
hand  to  be  sent  to  him.  In  whieh  I  informed  him  that  my  Ikther  had  fpromiaed  me  to  Comrit 
'  l^oisi.  Rotneo  writes  to  me  that  he  will  ehertly  eome,  and  take  measntas  to  prevent  this  e««r 
Imppening ;  bnt  alas  I  Hawaen  knows  when  be  will  perform  his  promise.  The  day  of  my 
iKiptials  is  BOW  tstd ;  I  sse  ao  way  te  SToid  the  hated  eounti  who  appears  to  me  in  the  most 
lodiotts  Hght.  Ton  Imow  that  i  am  the  wifo  of  Romeo,  and  that  I  cannot  be  another's  t  m^  I 
^H  be  my  dear  RomeoV  elemally-^thas  is  my  fixed  reeoHition.  To  yoV|  thettffote,  I  eoate 
fbr  advice  and  asiistanre.  My  own  notion  is  thiis,— >that  you  should  preeure  me  a  suit  of  boy's 
tiothes,  in  whieh  i  wiA  leaswmy  fcthar's  boose  very  eariy  in  the  morhin^,  and  tlHis  disguised, 
travel  to  Mantna,  and  keep  myself  eoneeelcd  in  the  boose  of  my  beloved  Romeo." 

The  friar,  who  giaatly  disapprove  of  this  propositk>n,  replied^— '*  My  <dear  daughter,  it  b 
impossible  to  exeoote  with  safety  the  design  yon  have  formed ;  tiie  dangers  ere  too  graat 
You  are  very  young  ;  your  person  and  eoostitucion  eitremely  delicate ;  yen  eonid  not  endure 
the  fatigue  of  such  a  jouraey ;  yon  have  never  been  aeeustomed  to  walk,  and  not  being 
nei|naiRted  with  tim  vray,  would  wander  here  and  there,  without  imowing  whither  to  gtt. 
Your  father  would  no  sooner  miss  yon,  then  he  would  send  people  to  the  eity  gates  and  into 
all  the  streets  to  And  you,  and  it  wvuld  be  impossibls  to  eeoape  their  searebk  When  yon  are 
bnmgbt  beek,  will  not  your  father  by  threats,  and  perhaps  Mows,  fotee  you  to  declare  die 
reason  of  your  flight,  disguised  like  a  boy  ?  and  when  he  shall  anderstMid  that  you  were 
going  to  Romeo,  will  he  net  cfiectually  prcveot  yon  ever  seeiag  htm  more  ?" 

JulietU,  acquiescing  in  these  reasons  of  the  good  father,  said^ — *•  Since  yon  do  not  apprvre 
-of  what  I  have  proposed,  whiah  i  am  now  eonvineed  is  not  practicable,  give  me  your  adviee 
what  to  do;  teach  me  how  to  unravel  thia  erud  knot,  by  which,  miserable  creature  that  I  am, 
I  6nd  myself  iMwid.     Assist  me,  if  possible,  to  get  to  my  dear  Romeo,  for  without  him  I  can 
■no  longer  live.     If  you  cannot  do  this,  help  me  at  least  to  the  means  of  keeping  myself 
entirely  his.     My  husband  has  told  me  of  your  knowledge  of  herbs,  end  that  you  ean  distil  a 
water  which,  in  two  hosrfs*  time,  will  steal  away  life  from  the  person  who  takes  it,  without 
giving  sny  pain.    Give  me  soeh  a  qnantitj  of  this  water  as  will  deliver  me  iVom  this  connt, 
and  enable  me  to  keep  my  faith  with  Romeo.     If  he  loves  me  as  I  love  him,  he  will  r«thcr 
^•ee  me  in  the  arms  of  death  than  in  those  of  any  other  man  than  himself.     By  helping  me  \c 
this  quiet  death,  yon  will  deliver  ase  and  my  family  i^om  great  disgrace;  for  if  I  am  driven  V 
despair,  and  ind  no  other  way  to  avoid  the  miseries  that  avrait  me^  I  wiM  sfta&»  xsc^^w^V  Nax'^ 
nigfat}  9^lmmikmmkigitmSmmtkm^kMBiykifi^%ftwj^M^ 
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WtOm  r  niwHib  wlii  yi  Wof  Hit  Pf  mt  rimpiiNiftliktii^ipdwil  wtU  JCffMinttd 
with  the  virtutt  of  borbi  and  itoiiM»  among  othor  wondorlol  aMita  lit  w«i  poHMt^  ^ 
hod  fiMmd  out  ond  oompoaod  with  oMay  ■nrnMifciouo  rinylt^  o  oivtoio  poitoi  whidi.  bmiSg 
ndnood  to  poirdoTt  aod  o  mmU  ^uaatity  of  it  mixod  with  volar*  would  pot  tho  penoni  who 
dnok-it  iato  o  sloop  to  liko  doolhp  thot  tho  aoort  tluUtil  phjrnoian  in  tho  worid  might  bo 
doeoivcd  by  it,  tho-pmon  bciag  hold  is  thU  doep  ttoaoo  Sonj  boors  or  moro»  according  to  tbo 
qoaoiity  of  tho  powdor*  or  tbo  ooostitation  of  tho  pationL  Whrn  ho  hoard  the  fixed  detor*' 
mination  of  tho  unhappj  JuUctta,  he  was  lo  moved  with  compassioo,  that  it  was  with  diflteiiltjr 
bo  lottrainsd  Uo  toon. 

*<  Dooghtor,**  said  he^  **  joa  must  not  think  of  giving  joarsdf  dooth ;  because,  you  may 
dipoml  open  it^  tboio  ia  no  returning  to  lifc  until  tbo  Day  of  ttnivorsal  Judgment,  wfaei^ 
together  with  all  tho  deed,  you  shall  be  raised  again.  Be  patient,  and  rcsoWe  to  live  as  lo4g' 
m  Ood  pIsasBS ;  bo  go?o  you  life^— he  preserves  it,  and  in  his  own  good  time  he  will  resume 
it.  Banbh  these  melancholy  thoughts  Irom  your  mind ;  you  are  young,  and  ought  to  bo 
fbod  of  liib,  that  you  may  eoiioy  your  Romeo.  Do  not  doubt  but  we  shall  find  a  remedy  lor 
the  evils  you  are  afiraid  oL  You  see  in  what  great  credit  and  reputation  I  am  in  thb  mag- 
nificent city,  yet  shonld  it  bo  known  that  I  was  privy  to  your  marriage  with  Romeo,  what 
•disgrace  would  it  Bot  bring  on  me  1  I  will,  my  dear  daughter,  so  manage  matters,  that 
without  drawing  you  into  any  danger,  you  shall  preserve  your  fiutb  to  Bomeo ;  but  you 
must  be  courageous  and  resolved,  and  punctually  observe  all  my  directions." 

He  then  related  to  her  the  extraordinary  virtues  of  the  powder  befino  mentioned,  assuring 
her  that  it  bad  been  often  tried  and  always  found  perfect.  *•  My  daughter,"  he  added,  *■  this 
prerious  and  valuable  powder  will  put  you  into  so  sound  and  quiet  a  sleep,  that  if  <9alei^ 
Hippocrates,  Mesne,  Aireenna,  and  all  the  colleges  of  the  meet  excellent  physicians  that  av^ 
or  ever  were,  were  to  soe  you,  and  tetl  your  pulse,  they  would  with  one  voice  declare  you 
dead.  When  you  have  drank  the  mixture,  you  will  in  a  few  moments  fiUl  asleep ;  at  yoor 
usual  hour  of  rising  your  attendants  will  come  to  awake  you,  but  not  be  able ;  and  you,  being 
oold  as  ice,  e^thout  pulse  or  any  signs  of  life,  yoor  parents,  reUtions,  and  all  who  see  yoa, 
will  believe  you  to  be  dead,  and  you  will  be  carried  to  the  monument  of  your  femily ;  thero 
you  will  quietly  repoee  the  night  and  day.  I  will  take  care  to  dispatch  a  messenger  to 
Romeo,  and  he  and  I  will  come  the  night  following  that  on  which  you  are  interred,  to  the 
monument.  The  dose  will  then  be  fully  digested,  and  you  will  awake  from  this  artificial 
death  as  fresh  and  lovely  as  when  you  rise  on  a  morning  from  your  bed,  after  a  quiet  rest  s  wo 
will  then  take  you  from  the  monument,  and  you  shall  return  with  Bomeo  secretly  to  Man- 
tua, and  there  remain  concealed  till  the  blemed  peace  I  am  meditating  reconciles  your  two 
houees ;  but  I  must  repeat  to  you,  that  seeresy  and  courage  are  absolutely  necessary  to  our 
design,  otherwise  you  will  ruin  both  yourself  and  me." 

Juliette,  who  wonld  have  pessed  through  a  glowing  ftimace  to  get  to  Bomeo,  gave  entire 
feith  to  the  friar's  words,  and  replied,—*'  Father,  I  will  put  myself  entirely  into  your  hands 
and  perform  whatever  you  require  with  the  greatest  seeresy.** 

The  friar  then  went  to  his  cell,  and  returned  in  a  few  moments  with  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  the  powder,  which  he  directed  her  to  mix  in  a  glass  of  water.  Julietta  with  many  thanks 
received  it,  and  put  it  into  a  purse,  which  she  carefully  concealed  in  her  bosom. 

The  friar,  who  could  with  difficulty  believe  so  young  a  creature  had  fortitude  enough  to 
suffer  herself  to  be  interred  living  in  a  sepulchre  with  putrified  carcases,  said  to  her, — '*  But^ 
my  daughter,  tell  me  sincerely,  do  you  not  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  bciog  entombed  amoQgit 
mouldering  bodies;  where,  also,  the  corse  of  your  cousin  Tibbald,  newly  slain,  ia  interred?** 

'<  Father,"  replied  the  determined  Juliette,  **do  not  trouble  yourself  about  my  fears;  if 
I  thought  I  should  find  my  Romeo  by  psssiog  through  the  midst  of  inferiud  flames,  I  would, 
without  trembling,  dare  them.*' 

'*  In  the  name  of  God,  then,*'  said  the  friar,  **go  on  with  your  enterprise."  Then,  taking 
leave  of  her,  he  went  back  to  his  cell,  and  Julietta  rejoined  her  mother,  who  was  waiting  for 
ber  in  the  church.  As  soon  as  they  were  at  home,—**  Certainly,  my  dear  mother,"  said  Julietta, 
"  Father  Lorenzo  is  a  most  holy  man ;  he  has  comforted  me  so  much  by  his  pious  discourse^ 
that  the  terrible  melancholy  I  have  so  long  laboured  under,  begins  already  to  abate  ita  force.* 

Ladjr  GiovBuai,  who  already  perceived  an  agreeable  change  in  the  countenance  of  ber 
dmughter,  waa  extremely  pleased,  and  thanked  God  ami  ^^  fjiKAfnax  fiot  ilsk  thousand  timee 
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ttfUof  htr  tuBteia  tbit  tftiy  Mgkl^  fa  gMltea#^te 

baIm  •  prcMttC  to  hit  moiiMtfefy.  .  -  .        . 

JiiluCto*!  ebcnftiliMn pttM^liig  biMhhtr  ftttanfe^iofiltef  tfaH  4Wn«PM  Bowotete 
tlM  to^ieion  th0j  iMd  MtertaiMd  of  iMtt  Mof  aMMtff  te  la««b 't^ 

Mitored  into  foeh  strict  cagigwotrtt  witfi  tho  <:otiat  of  l^dBiM,  twawin  tho  crtwaao  youth 
of  their  daughtgr  mado  thin  nilling  to  kmp  hm  i—iitihii  tw  or  ihrao  jMia  loogtr }  Iml 
tho  match  boviBg  bton  conolodwl  vpon  botbaite,  tiitsf  omM  aoi bnok  it  off  withottt  gnat 


The  night  helbre  the  day  on  which  tlie  nuptiab  we  to  be  edebrated,  Jiilietta,«bo  thoogbt 
every  moment  a  year  till  the  dianlfc  the  petka*  mlMd-it  viA  adno  «ater  is  a  phia^  and 
plaoed  it  aecrtUy  at  her  bed's  bead;  ttaenme,  who  lay  with  ber»  ftiliag  asiesp  aeon  after  sbt 
was  in  bed. 

Juliette,  who  eoold  not  take  any  leposa^  pawed  the  night  invarionsand  afleelii^  tbon^htiL 
^nie  dawn  approaehing,  put  her  in  mind  that  it  wai  time  to  drink  tlie  podon ;  whea  the 
image  of  TiblMld,  dead  as  she  liad  lately  seen  him»  with  the  blood  floning  from  his  woond^ 
nae  to  her  imagination,  and  reflecting  that  she  woirid  soon  bo  enelosed  in  a  dark  tomb  amidst 
so  many  dead  bodies  and  mouldering  bones,  her  Uoodfteae  in  her  nnns^  a  sold  perspinitioo 
hung  upon  all  her  limbs,  and  she  b^^  to  UemUe  like  a  leef  shaken  by  the  winds.  "  Alas  t* 
said  she,  softly  rigbing,  **  what  am  I  goiqg  to  do?  If  I  shonld  awake  befixre  the  friar  and 
Borneo  eome  to  take  me  out  of  tlie  tomb,  what  will  beoeose  of  me  ?  How  shall  I  be  able  to 
cndnce  the  stench  of  the  dead  body  of  Tibbald  —  I,  who  eannot  anffor  any  disagreeable  smell 
to  approach  me?  Who  knows  bow  many  serpents  and  horrid  worms  there  aoay  be  in  that 
eepulehre— creatures  I  so  much  ftar  and  abhor !  And  if  I  am  terrified  only,  at  the  sight  of 
them,  how  shall  I  endure  to  hare  them  stinging  me  and  emwiiqg  abont  me?  How  often  hare 
I  heud  horrid  stories  related  of  dreadful  tbinga  which  happen  in  tlie  night  in  ohorches  and 
churchyards !" 

These  and  many  more  thoughts  of  the  like  natnre  so  tormented  her  imagination,  that  she 
began  to  delil>erate  with  heradf  whether  she  shonld  not  throw  away  that  terrible  potion. 

Continuing  thus  irresolute  a  long  time,  her  lerrent  lote  Ibr  Romeo  at  last  got  the  better  of 
her  fears,  and  the  day  now  shining  through  her  window,  she  took  the  phial  from  her  pillow, 
and  courageously  drank  off  the  liquor,  which  in  a  frw  moaMntaprodaoing  iu  usval  effects,  she 
fell  into  a  profound  sleep. 

Her  nurse,  who  had  been  senrible  she  had  slept  but  little  in  the  nigbt,  thinking  she  was  now 
reposing,  rose  sofUy  Ibr  fear  of  disturbing  her,  and  went  about  her  usoal  business.  When  it 
oame  time  to  awaken  her,  she  returned  to  her  chamber,  saying,  as  she  entered,^-**'  Up,  up,  you 
dng-a-bed ;  if s  time  to  rise.**  Then  opening  the  window,  and  pereeiring  Juliette  did  not  yet 
more,  she  approached  the  bed,  crying,—^'  Rise,  rise,  you  laay  one !"  Bnt  the  good  old 
womatf  was  calling  to  the  deaf;  then  raising  her  Toice,  she  called  her  ahwd,  shaking  her  to 
dissipate  her  slc^ ;  but  all  her  vital  frenllies  were  so  bound  i^  that  the  loudest  and  moat 
terrible  thunder  would  not  baTc  been  able  to  awaken  her. 

The  poor  old  woman,  beliering  her  now  to  be  certainly  dead,  bust  into  teari  and  com- 
plaints,  and  went  to  acquaint  the  unhappy  mother  with  the  news,  who  Hying  with  distracted 
pace  to  Julietta*s  chamber,  and  beholding  her  .stretehed  breathless  on  the  bed,  she  filled  the 
air  with  dreadful  shrieks,  uttering  such  moving  eipresslons  of  sorow  aa  might  hare  softened 
the  rage  of  tigers  themselves.  The  tears  and  groans  of  the  aniee,  and  the  piercing  cries  of  the 
wretched  mother,  brought  all  the  fiunily  to  the  chamber,  and  among  the  rest  the  Lord  Antonio, 
who  approaching  the  bed,  and  finding  bis  daughter  wiihont  asnee  or  motion,  and  cold  as  ice, 
astonishment  and  grief  made  him  for  some  moments  immovable  as  a  statne. 

The  sad  news  being  spread  through  the  city,  all  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  fiunily 
hastened  to  Lord  Antonio's  house,  and  filled  it  with  tears  and  lamentationa ;  the  most  fiunoiis 
physicians  were  immediately  sent  Ibr,  but  all  their  art  proved  ineffiMtual,  and  they  dadaied 
she  was  absolutely  dead. 

At  this  cruel  confirmation  of  their  leers,  their  weeping  and  lamenlations  redoubled ;  the 
whole  city  took  part  in  the  grief  of  this  fiunily,  and  every  one  bewailed  the  death  of  the  young 
and  beautiful  Juliette. 

But  what  words  can  ezpresa  the  deep  ^airesib  the  wild  nflfittiaa  of  the  wiotcfaed  mother  I 
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wild  agony  of  grief,  ibe  tors  her  heir,  and  thrieking,  pierec4  the  Aka  wifh*  bcr  < 
jww,  aiakiag  f<kr  Ae  i-wt  ■f  ■umiaw^Jli  airwr,  with  cjrva  viMniaig  «4Cb 'lean,  «ni  «(|(li» 
wfciah  iBiwri  toahatolierwhaie  fiwame,  aha  aMaatlj  bewailed  fcerleas ;  thwe  timca  *b  fliiaai 
iwwelf  iipaa  the  4Md,  — d  iiaap lag  the  «Dld  if  vliatta  to  Iwr  laHdng  boaom,  fcli  brBatMew  qg 
ilM  body,  and  vaawMk  difltaltf  liVMglit  toek  to  life. 

Lead  AntoDJo,  wfaokad  laudarty  kwnad  hk  daughter,  waa  —  lata  aflletdl  ftr  herJafth 
bis  wik ;  but  strove  with  maoly  fortitude  to  conoeal  bis  anguish  in  bis  own  breast  in 
4«iathasa. 

In  the  naaaattaaa  Father  Lorettao  wwt^  to  Itomce  rfl  ftat  had  |MMed  hetwcen  hiaidid 
JhiliatU;  hadeeired  hia  taeeme  theiMatnigbt,  diagned,to  ▼eiima,foassistMiDln«dKi[% 
his  wife  from  the  tomb,  and  carry  her  with  him  to  Mantua. 

This  letter  he  i^are  to  a  feithful  brather  «r  Ihe  order,  alrie%  eharghig  Him  to  hsMen  with 
at  to  Mantua,  and  give  it  to  Romeo  di  Montecehio,  and  no  other  persoo  whatever. 

The  friar  aeoacdingly  departed  for  Mantua,  and  arriving  there  in  good  tfane,  alighM  aft 
the  eoBvent  ef  St  Feaneis,  with  an  intentiaa  to  desire  the  superior  to  let  ono  of  the  bwiJhsij 
AoeoBspMiy  bin  into  the  dty,  where  he  bad  aome  Imsiaesa  to  tnmsaet. 

It  happened  that  a  friar  of  that  convesit  waa  just  then  dead ;  and  beetnse  it  wms^ 
from  aome  maaka  on  hia  body,  that  he  died  of  the  plague,  the  euraton  of  health,  Ike  satee 
■urnient  thai  the  Veronese  friar  arrived,  eame  to  the  avpcrior  with  en  order  from  the loi4«f 
ifaa  city  that  he  ahoold  not  anlSMr  anyone  in  hia  convent  to  stir  out  upon  any  oecaahia  wfcii- 
«tor,  dof  fear  of  apeaading  the  ooatagioa. 

Iha  Venmese  friar  tn  vaia  repKasnled  to  the  euiators  that  be  was  but  Just  arrived  fboB 
¥arnmfc  and  had  not  yet  apokcn  with  asiy  person  in  the  convent.  They  obliged  him  to  icanib 
Aut  up  with  the  other  fiiaia,  by  whieh  means  he  could  not  deliver  the  letter  to  Borneo  IdiA* 
self,  and  would  not,  according  to  his  orders,  send  it  by  any  other  person. 

While  this  passed  at  Maotua,  in  VeraBa  they  were  making  great  preparations  for  the  (bne- 
ral  obaequies  of  JuUetta,  whieh,  agfoaaUy  to  the  custom  of  the  place,  were  to  be  peifotmed 
the  day  on  which  she  died. 

Fietro,  t^  fiutfafal  aarvant  of  Robmo,  being  then  at  Verona,  and  hearing  that  ^olietta 
was  dead,  was  almost  out  of  his  senses  for  grief.  At  first  he  wss  for  going  directly  to  Mantua, 
but  upon  reflection  he  resolved  to  stay  till  she  was  buried,  that  he  might  be  able  to  say  to  his 
asaater  he  bad. really  seen  her  dead.  Julietta  then  was  carried  with  great  pomp  to  the  mono* 
nant  of  the  Capelletti,  amidst  the  tean  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Verona.  Pietro  at  this  n|^ 
waa  so  lost  in  affliction,  refleetiag  how  ardently  she  was  beloved  by  bis  master,  that  he  ne^ 
thought  of  going  to  Father  Loreuao  to  oonsnlt  with  him,  as  he  was  accustomed  ;  but  having 
aaen  Juliette  entombed,  he  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode  hard  till  he  got  to  Villa  Franca, 
where  he  stopped  to  refresh  himself,  and  alter  a  short  sleep,  rising  two  hours  before  day,  he 
xemonnted  hu  horse,  and  reaehed  Mantua  at  sun-rise. 

Romeo  was  still  in  bed  when  he  entered  his  chamber,  and  poor  Fletro  was  so  much  alfocted 
with  the  sad  news  he  brought,  that  for  some  moments  he  was  unable  to  utter  a  word ;  but  his 
aighs  and  tears,  which  ran  down  in  great  abundance  from  his  eyes,  convinced  his  master  that 
aome  ill  accident  had  happened,  though  be  was  for  from  guessing  at  the  real  one ;  yet  with 
aome  impatience  be  asked  him,  if  hia  fother  and  all  his  friends  at  Verona  were  well?  **  Speak  !* 
added  be,  beginning  to  be  mora  alarmed,  finding  he  still  continued  silent  and  weepings 
''  keep  me  no  longer  in  auspense,  bvt  tell  me  what  is  the  cause  of  that  affliction  I  see  you  in.** 

Pietro  with  a  foUering  voice  then  told  him  that  Julietta  was  dead, — that  he  had  seen  her 
laid  in  the  monument  of  the  Capelletti,  and  that  it  was  reported  in  Verona  that  grief  was  the 
aauae  of  her  death. 

Romeo,  atruck  as  with  a  thunderbolt  at  this  dreadful  news,  remained  for  some  time  in  a 
>|peeehkss  agony  of  grief;  then  furiously  springing  out  of  liis  bed, — *<  Ah  !  traitor,**  cried 
he  aloud,  *'  cruel,  perfidious,  ungrateful  Romeo  I  It  was  not  sorrow  that  killed  thy  wife ;  grief 
ia  not  so  quick  a  murderer.  Ah  no  1  it  was  thy  cruelty  that  killed  her  I  Did  she  not  t^ 
thee  in  her  letters  aha  would  ratber  die  than  be  the  wifo  of  any  other,  and  earnestly  entreat 
thee  to  come  and  take  her  from  her  father's  house  ?-*and  thou,  unworthy,  lingering  lover, 
dUftsmum  her  with  nun  pUDasiiiaj  hut  hadat  not  reaolution  cnoug|h  to  perform  them ;  ai^d 
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doal  now  iUnd  idly  w«ept«c  wbUtJidittltok  dMdl  Olway  JnlMlla!''  «kdk«,  nkkic 
bis  ▼oifM,  *« and  do  I  U?e  ?  Ah«  wfotohi  bow  oAoa  1m?o  I  told  bar  tbat  I  eoaU  not  lira 
without  ker,.-HUid  jet  I  livib  1  biMtbo,  and  tbo  is  dead  1  WboM  is  abt?**  bo  ozoUiiBod^ 
gaaiDg  wildly  round  tfai  foom;  **io  aha  not  beaa?— boBo  boraring  about  aw,  ospccting  me 
to  follow  bcr?  Hark!  ibocallanM*  * Btbold»' iba  ant^  « babold no  hero,  daaettlul  lorar 
aad  unfaitbTul  buaband.*— Ob,  pardon  mot  my  daaratt  wUa  i  I  own  my  guilt ;  and  linee  griaf 
ia  not  powerful  enough  to  depci?e  ma  of  liie,  my  own  band  ihall  perform  tbat  offioe,  and  do 
vbat  grief  is  not  able  to  da"  Tbia  mid,  bo  auddanly  anatehod  bis  sword  fimn  the  head  of 
tbo  bed,  end  turned  the  point  of  it  to  bis  bosom ;  but  Fietto^  springing  hastily  to  him* 
wieated  the  sword  out  of  bis  band,  endeavoving^  by  all  tba  joft  peranasions  ba  was  master  o^ 
to  prevvl  upon  bim  to  change  his  dreadful  purpoae* 

Romeo,  overwhelmed  with  unutterable  anguish,  stood  silent  and  mntionlew  all  tha  time  ho 
was  speaking,  resembling  more  a  marble  statue  tbana  living  man.  At  laat  tbt stubborn  aorrow 
found  a  vent,  and  his  eyes,  at  once  unlocking  all  tbair  springs,  poured  oot  a  river  of  tears. 

Though  the  phrenxy  of  bis  sorrow  was  by  thia  meana  aomewhat  allayed,  yet  despair  had 
tikan  such  poissssion  of  his  soul,  that  be  was  £xod  in  hie  resolutioa  not  to  live ;  but  eartfollj 
opncealing  his  design,  lest  he  should  be  prevented  from  eneeuting  it,  ho  charged  Pietro,  wxdi 
«  dissembled  calmness  in  his  looks  and  voice,  not  to  mention  the  death  of  bia  wife,  and  the 
fotal  error  he  had  like  to  have  been  guilty  o^  to  any  person  whatavei^  but  to  mount  a  fiesh 
horse,  and  set  out  immediately  for  Verona»  whither  ha  would  follow  bim.  *'  Let  not  taj 
fiither  know,"  continued  he,  '*  that  I  am  coming ;  b«t  provide  me  aome  instruments  fiur 
openiog  the  sepulchre  where  my  Julietta  is  interredt  and  wait  for  ma  at  the  lodge  behind  our 
ipirden.  I  will  meet  you  there,  and  we  will  go  together  to  the  monument  of  tha  Capellettip 
for  I  must  once  more  have  a  sight  of  my  dearest  wife,  pale  and  eobl  as  she  now  lies  in  death. 
Then  early  in  the  morning  I  will  return  to  Mantua,  and  you  may  follow  a  little  time  after.** 

Pietro,  not  suspecting  his  intention,  departed  immediately  to  perform  his  commission ;  and 
Itomeo,  as  soon  as  he  was  gone,  wrote  a  letter  to  bis  fetber,  in  which  be  entreated  bia  pardon 
for  having  married  without  asking  his  consent;  related  at  large  hb  love  for  Julietta,  their  mar- 
vii^,  and  tbo  fotal  consequences ;  he  coajured  him  also,  since  Julietta  had  been  his  daughter,  to 
have  perpetual  masses  said  for  her  soul ;  and  in  order  to  reward  the  fidelity  of  his  servant 
Pietro,  he  desired  tbat  a  handsome  provision  might  be  made  for  him  out  of  the  estate  which  bad 
been  bequeathed  him  by  an  aunt  lately  deceased ;  and  since  he  had  yet  received  no  part  of  this 
estaU,  he  ordered  the  firat  renta  to  be  given  to  the  pool.  Having  declared,  thia  to  be  bia  laat 
will,  he  earnestly  entreated  bia  fetber  to  fulfil  it  in  every  particular ;  then  doaing  his  letter, 
ho  sealed  it  and  put  it  in  bis  bosom.  This  done,  he  gave  orders  to  have  a  horse  mad<  ready, 
and  telling  the  servanta  ho  would  return  next  day,  bo  put  on  tha  habit  of  a  German  soldier, 
mid  taking  with  bim  a  phial  full  of  mortal  poison,  he  moonted  his  horse,  and  took  the  road  to 
Verona,  wheso  he  arrived  in  the  evening,  and  went  to  the  house  where  he  had  appointed  to 
meet  Pietro,  who  having  provided  everything  tbat  ho  had  been  commanded,  they  webt 
together  at  four  o'eloek  in  the  aaorning  to  the  ehurehyard,  which  was  in  tha  citadel,  and  got 
to  the  monument  of  the  Capalletti  without  being  discovered. 

The  vault  being  opened  with  mueb  difleulty  with  tha  inatrumanta  they  had  brought,  they 
paopped  up  the  top  with  polee,  and  Boaaao  taking  a  dark  lantern,  which  Pietro  had  also  pro- 
vided,  be  deecendad  into  tba  vault  Heie  bo  beheld  bia  wife^  apparently  dead»  stratofaed 
out  upon  her  bier. 

Retneo  at  this  sight  feU  feinting  upon  ber  braast,  and  eontinned  for  some  moments  in  a 
death  more  real  than  hers ;  recovering  at  last  to  a  painful  sense  of  agonismg  woe,  he  took  bar 
in  his  arras,  and  holding  her  ekMO-prassod  to  his  bosom,  bathed  her  oold  feee  with  hb  team, 
which  flowed  in  such  abundaoee  tbat  for  a  long  time  be  was  not  able  to  utter  a  word.  When 
he  recovered  tbo  use  of  hb  spaeeb,  be  broke  into  sueh  moving  complaints  as  might  have  aoft- 
oned  the  fierccnt  and  moat  impenotmblo  aonU  to  eompassioo.  Continuing  still  fixed  in  bit 
resolution  to  die,  he  took  the  phial  out  of  hb  pocket,  and  drank  off  the  fetal  draught  in  • 
moment ;  then  ascending  a  few  steps,  bo  sailed  to  Pktro,  who  was  standing  in  a  comer  of  the 
ohurcbyard.  "  Pietro^*'  aaid  ba.  when  tba  aswant  approached,  •«  behold  here  my  wife ;  bow 
much  I  loved  her  thou  knowest ;  thou  knowest,  §ho,  that  it  b  as  much  impossible  for  me  to 
livowitbmith«niltiifKba4y«*li^^i^>*>MNUaoul     I  thavfiBM  bB»HK^»^^>*^ 
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wfaieh  in  leia  than  half  an  hour  proeimi  a  onrtain  daatb.  This  I  ha**  gUuUj  dmak  tlda 
moment*  that  djiag  near  ber,  whom  in  life  I  lo  pawionatalj  adorad,  I  may  ramain  with  bar 
dead,  finoeenieldeatiny  would  not  allow  na  to  liTatogathar.  8aa^  tharo  ia  the  phial  whiah  I 
have  emptied ;  it  was  given  me,  thou  majeet  femambcr,  by  a  motmtabank  in  MaBtm^  who 
came  from  Spoleto»  and  broogbt  with  him  aipa  and  other  aefpents,  fiom  whose  bodiea  thia 
poison  was  distilled.  God  of  hb  infinite  merey  will  pardon,  I  tnist>  this  my  aet,  aiaee  I  did 
not  destroy  myself  to  oflbnd  him,  but  beeause  it  was  not  possible  for  sm  to  liira  without  my 
dearest  wife.  Think  not,  Fietro,"  be  added,  wiping  away  the  tears  which  flowed  from  him 
eyes,  "  think  not,  beeanse  thou  saest  me  weep,  that  I  lament  my  own  death  at  thaaa  aariy 
years.  No;  my  only  grief  is  for  the  untimely  death  of  her,  who  was  worthy  of  a  anaeb 
longer  and  much  happier  life.  Here,*'  said  he,  pulling  out  the  letter,  "  give  this  to  my  fethary 
it  contains  soma  particular  requests  which  I  have  derired  him  to  perform  after  my  death,  as 
well  concerning  my  interment  in  this  monument  as  my  servants  in  ICantoa,  and  you  ia 
particular.  I  am  persuaded  my  fether  will  feitbfully  execute  all  I  have  ftquiied  in  this  letasb 
Farewell!— *  I  can  no  more,««>I  feel  already  the  approach  of  death;  the  powerful  poisBO 
wanders  through  all  my  lindis^  and  will  soon  enter  the  last  retreat  of  life.  I  shall  aspire  in  • 
few  minntfSi  Take  away  the  props  feom  the  vault,  and  leave  me  to  breathe  my  last  in  iha 
bosom  of  my  adored  wife." 

Pietro,  at  these  words,  seemed  to  fed  his  heart  torn  from  hb  brasst,  such  was  the  excasa  of 
his  sorrow.  Fain  would  ha  have  done  something  to  preserve  his  master,  but  it  was  now  im 
vain,— there  was  no  remedy  for  that  fetal  poison. 

Romeo,  descending  again,  took  Julietta  in  his  arms,  and  alUr  calling  Pietro  to  doao  up 
the  vault,  fixed  his  dying  lips  on  the  mouth  of  his  wife,  and  holding  her  fest  folded  to  hb 
breast,  waited  for  death  in  that  posture. 

Julietta,  who  had  now  digested  the  sleeping  powder,  began  to  awake,  and,  her  sensm  pav* 
fiectly  returning,  fieellng  herself  fest  embraced,  she  suspected  the  friar  was  going  to  carry  her 
to  hb  cell  with  some  impure  design.  Possessed  with  thb  tfaought,«i-^  Ah !  Father  LersBSO,^ 
she  exclaimed,  "  b  thb  the  fiddity  you  have  to  Romeo  ?  Do  you  thus  abuse  the  trust  he 
reposed  in  you?*'  Endeavouring  then  to  firee  herself  firom  those  suspected  embraces,  and 
opening  her  eyes  at  the  same  time,  she  saw  and  knew  her  husband,  though  disguised  in  the 
habit  of  a  German  soldier. 

**  And  are  you  here,  my  love  ?  **  she  said  joyfully.  **  Where  b  Father  Loreoao?  Why 
do  you  not  take  me  out  of  thb  monument  ?    Haste,  let  us  go,  I  beseech  you." 

Romeo,  when  he  saw  her  open  her  eyes  and  heard  her  speak,  was  sensible  immadiatdy 
that  she  was  really  alive ;  and  feeling  at  the  same  moment  the  excess  of  joy  and  grief,  ha 
strained  her  eagerly  to  fab  bosom,  and  weeping,  cried,  "  Oh,  life  of  my  life^  and  by  fer  the 
dearest  part  of  me  I  what  man  ever  felt  the  ecstatic  joy  I  feel  at  thb  instant,  whidi  brings 
me  the  full  confirmation  that  thou  art  not  dead,  but  ali?e  and  well  in  my  arms !  But  oh  ! 
was  anguish  ever  equal  to  mine  at  the  same  time  ?--since  thb  happy,  thb  miserable  mooaaBt, 
I  feel  myself  going  to  be  torn  from  thee  by  death  !  A  quarter  of  an  hour  b  all  the  tinse  I 
can  possibly  live  I  Was  there  ever,  oh,  cruel  heaven!,  an  object  at  one  and  the  same 
moment  so  exquisitely  happy  and  so  transcendently  miserable!  How  can  i  otherwise  thaa 
rejoice,  my  sweetest,  my  most  lovely  wife,  when  I  behold  you  living,  whose  sudden  and  uoex* 
peeted  death  I  have  so  bitterly  wept  ?  But  oh  !  my  sorrow  b  also  extreme,  that  now,  whan 
life  would  be  dear  to  me,  I  am  now  torn  from  you  !     How  cruel  b  my  destiny !  ** 

Julietta  hearing  Romeo  speak  in  thb  manner,  being  now  quite  awakened,  replied,  *'  What 
words  are  these  you  speak  to  me,  my  dearest  lord  ?  Is  thb  all  the  oomfort  you  can  give 
me  ?    Was  this  the  news  you  came  from  Mantua  to  bring  me  ?  ** 

Romeo  then,  in  a  few  words,  told  her  what  he  had  done,  and  the  cause  of  it-***  Alas  I  alaa!" 
cried  the  miserable  Julietta,  **what  do  I  hear!  Ohl  what  b  thb  you  teUme?  Surely 
Father  Lorenso  wrote  you  an  account  of  the  measurea  he  and  I  had  taken  f  be  feithfuUy 
promised  he  would  do  so." 

Here  Julietta,  weeping,  sighing,  and  bitterly  lamenting,  amidst  interrupting  bursts  of 
aorrow,  recounted  all  that  the  frbr  and  she  had  done  to  avoid  her  being  married  to  Count 
Phrb. 

•     JUaamQ  bmring  tbit ,  felt  hb  grief  and  agony  redoubled ;  and  #bi]e  JuUetta,  with  heart* 
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pkrdng  groiM,  hWMBted  thefr  unbtppy  flite,  ealHttg  the  hMYtm,  tbe  ftnti  and  dl  th» 
tieoMOti  onifli  and  lUMMroiftil.  her  dying  hmbuid  obterriiig  the  oorpie  of  Tibbald  lying 
wmr  lam,  tunad  townrds  it :— ««Oh  Tlbbald  1"*  anid  be,  *<  if  in  tliy  pnMnt  atate  thou  art  capa- 
ble of  Icnowing  anytbing,  thoa  moft  know  that  I  aooght  not  to  oflRmd  tbce ;  thou  must 
kiunr  that  my  intention  in  adzing  in  the  eombat  was  to  pertnade  thy  party  to  retire,  and 
nine  to  lay  down  their  arms ;  but  thou,  possessed  by  long  hereditary  hatred  against  me, 
assaulted  me  emdly,  with  moat  untameaUe  maliea;  when  losing  all  patienoe,  I  scorned  to 
more  one  step  to  avoid  thee;  and  thy  ill  destiny  threw  thee  on  my  sword.  Now  then,  I  ask 
thee  pardon  for  that  oflfenee,  so  moeh  the  greater  as  thou  wert  then  become  my  kinsman  by 
my  marriage  with  thy  ooosin.  If  thou  desireet  ▼engeanoe  on  me^  behold  the  fktal  conse- 
qoeDoea  of  thy  death  I  Canst  thou  wish  tor  a  more  eomplete  Tengeanoe  than  that  thy 
destroyer  should  here,  in  thy  presence,  oome  to  |^Te  himself  a  voluntary  death ;  and  dying, 
seek  a  eomer  of  thy  sepulchre,  to  remain  interred  beside  thee ;  so  that,  though  in  Ufe  wv 
were  enemies,  yet  in  death  one  grave  may  hold  ua  peaoeably  together.** 

Piatro  at  this  piteoua  diaeourse  of  the  dying  husband,  and  the  piereing  cries  and  lamciv 
tationa  of  the  wretched  wife,  stood  motionless  with  horror  and  grid^  almoat  doubting  if  the 
melancholy  scene  he  beheld  was  real ;  and  not  knowing  what  to  say  or  do^  remained  fixed  like' 
a  statue  on  the  side  of  the  monument. 

-  •«  Ob,  Romeo!"  said  the  miserable  JuUetta,  ''since  it  is  not  the  will  of  God  that  we 
should  live  together,  I  may  at  least  be  permitted  to  remain  with  you  here ;  fiir  oh !  be  assured 
I  will  never,  never  forsake  you  !** 

Borneo  then  taking  her  in  his  arms,  began  with  the  gentlest  and  most  tender  sootbinga  to 
calm  her  sorrow  and  persuade  her  to  live,  telling  her  he  could  not  die  in  peace  unless  he  waa 
assured  she  would  preserve  her  life.  While  he  was  speaking  he  felt  his  strength  forsake  him 
by  degrees ;  hb  eyes  grew  dim,  and  all  the  powers  of  his  body  so  weakened,  that  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  stand ;  but  letting  himself  gently  sink  on  the  ground,  and  looking  piteously  in 
the  ftce  of  hb  afflicted  wife,— •"  Alas,**  said  he,  "my  love  I  I  am  dying  !** 

At  this  fearful  moment  Friar  Lorenzo,  disappointed  at  not  having  seen  Romeo,  came  to 
the  monument,  aceompanied  by  a  feithful  brother  of  the  order,  and  provided  with  instrumenta 
to  break  open  the  vault.  Finding  it  already  opened,  and  Pietro  standing  by,  he  asked  him 
where  Romeo  was. 

Juliette  hearing  the  voice,  and  knowing  it  to  be  the  friar's,  raised  her  head,  and  weeping, 
said,—**  Heaven  pardon  you  I  how  well  you  sent  the  letter  to  Romeo.** 

**  I  sent  it,"  replied  he,  "  by  Father  Anselmo,  with  whom  you  are  acquainted  ;  where* 
fore,  then,  do  you  qieak  to  me  in  this  manner  ?** 

"  Descend,**  said  JulietU,  redoubling  her  tears,  *•  and  behold." 

The  firiar  going  down,  immediately  perceived  Romeo  stretched  out,  having  yet  some 
small  remainder  of  life  in  him.-.**  Oh,  my  son  I  oh,  Romeo  1*'  he  exclaimed,  **  what  meana 
thia  piteoua  sight ! " 

Romeo,  opening  hb  langubhing  eyes,  recognised  the  friar.  With  the  tears  running 
down  hb  dying  cheeks,  he  recommended  Juliette  to  his  care,  and  devoutly  asked  pardon  of 
God  and  of  him  for  the  offence  he  had  been  guilty  o^  in  hastening  hb  own  death. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  the  unhappy  lover  uttered  these  last  words.  As  soon  as  he 
had  finished  them  he  expired.  Juliette,  shrieking  aloud,  and  calling  many  times  on  the 
name  of  her  beloved  husband,  oppressed  at  last  with  agonising  grief,  fell  fainting  on  hb 
body,  and  continued  so  long  in  that  state  of  insensibility,  that  the  two  friars  and  Pietro,  who 
were  busied  in  giving  her  all  the  assistance  they  were  able,  thought  she  was  dead.  Recover- 
ing, however,  to  a  painful  sense  of  her  misery,  she  wildly  wrung  her  hands,  tore  her  hair,  and 
bathed  the  lifeless  corse  with  her  tears ;  then  clasping  him  to  her  throbbing  bosom, — **  Oh  ! 
thou  loved  centre  of  all  my  wbhea,"  she  cried,  **  my  dear,  my  only  lord,  once  the  sole  bliss  of 
my  life,— now,  alas,  my  only  misery !  'How  art  thou  cut  off  in  the  spring  of  youth  and  early 
bloom  of  beauty  ?  Thou,  at  a  time  when  all  are  fondest  of  life,  hast  voluntarily  shortened  thy 
course,  and  I,  alas,  am  the  unhappy  cause  f  Tea,  my  dearest  lord,  thou  didst  come  to  finbh 
thy  days  in  the  arms  of  her  who  in  life  thou  didst  love  most,  and  who  loved  thee  above  all 
earthly  things.  Hither  thou  didst  come  to  breathe  thy  lant  sighs,  and  to  be  interred  near 
me,  not  suspecting  these  bitter  tears  would  have  bewailed  thee  d«ad«    '^9iVkni,%  eaX^Scisua  tscsw  , 
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mj  love ?  Art  thou  not  atUl  with  me ?— I  know  thQU  mrtl  Tbou  loayMt  jwC  atey  nt  •  piaw 
where  I  am  not.  Thy  dntr  apirit  OUl  boron  near  mt  I  I  se»<i»I  htar  thae  1  Thou  voo- 
dcrest  at  my  long  sUy  i  fear  not,  my  lord,  but  I  wiU  iallov  tkee.  Tba  moel  painful  death 
that  could  be  inflicted  oa  ma  would  not  equU  the  toraenta  of  living  without  tboe.  I  cmne^ 
then,  I  come,  my  first,  my  only  love  !  Suy  one  moment  Car  me,  tfau  my  ireed  soul  BMiy 
mount  wLih  thine,  and  be  with  thee  for  ever." 

The  two  friars  and  J^ietro,  wholly  subdued  by  grief,  wept  exeessiToly  at  this  diamal  aeeoo^ 
yet  they  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  comfort  her,  bot  all  in  vain. 

**  My  daughter,*'  said  Father  Lorenzo,  '*  what  is  done  cannot  now  be  undone.  If  lean 
could  recal  thy  Eomeo  to  life,  ours  should  flow  as  last  aa  tbine ;  but  there  ia  ao  remedy  foe 
what  is  passed*  Comfort  thyself^  then,  and  resolve  to  live  ^  and  i£  tboa  art  not  willing  to 
return  to  thy  father's  houie,  I  will  place  thee  in  a  holy  convent,  where  thou  nayst  spend  th« 
rtmaiader  of  thy  life  in  serving  God«  and  praying  fior  the  soul  of  Bomea^ 

Juliette,  whose  thoughts  were  wholly  swallowed  up  in  the  blackest  despair,  heard  with 
gloomy  silence  all  the  friar  had  been  saying,  and,  obstinately  bent  on  death,  collecting  her 
whole  force  of  grief,  and  violently  restraining  all  the  powers  of  life,  she  oxpired,  holding  bee 
Romeo  fast  locked  in  her  arms. 

'While  the  two  friars  and  Pletro  were  endeavouring  to  recover  her^  some  soldiers  passing 
that  way  by  chance,  alarmed  by  the  light  they  saw  in  the  monument,  ran  hastily  thither. 
Being  informed  of  what  bad  happened  to  the  unfortunate  lovers,  they  left  the  friars  under  » 
good  guard,  and  took  Fietro  along  with  them  to  the  prince,  to  whom  he  minutely  related  tbo 
whole  history. 

The  mom  being  now  come,  the  whole  city  was  filled  with  grief  anS  consternation  at  tLif 
melancholy  adventure.  The  people  ran  in  crowds  to  the  monument  of  the  Capelletti,  and  the 
prince  being  resolved  that  one  grave  should  hold  the  fiuthful  lovers*  their  funeral  obsequiet 
were  performed  with  great  pomp  by  the  two  distressed  families  of  the  Montecchi  and  CapeU 
letti,  between  whom  there  was  afterwards  a  transient  peace.  The  friar  and  Pietro  wcm 
pardoned,  and  the  fiither  of  Romeo  in  every  particular  &ilfilled  the  dying  requeit  oC  hi» 
beloved  son. 
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WILL  NOTHING  PLEASE   YOU. 


BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  'THE  OLD  TOWN  FUHP/ 


"  The  drcling  wine  cap  passed  around 
The  board  with  costly  splendour  teemed 
Delist  the  passing  minutes  crown'd 
And  eTery  eye,  with  rapture  beamed. 

"  Fast  fled  the  hours — the  castle  bell 
Had  told  the  witching  time  of  night, 

The  maidens  look'd  a  sweet  farewell, 
And  left  the  scene  with  high  delight.  " 
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T&ATKLLnia  tomt  ymn  ago  through  North  Wales,  and  near  to  the  beautiful  aaat  of  Harod, 
which  many  of  my  readan  may  remember  wm  deitroyed  by  iire,  and  which  belonged  to  the 
hospitable  Colonel  Johns,  through  the  kindness  of  that  gentleman  a  road  was  permitted  aerosa 
the  park,  by  which  some  distance  was  saved  to  either  the  pedestrian  or  equestrian  traveller* 
I  aecordingly  turned  my  horse's  head  and  entered,  struck  with  the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  I  waa 
so  delighted  with  the  grandeur  of  the  prospect,  that  time  passed  unthought  of:  the  princely 
mansion  with  its  elegant  colonade  was  seen  at  one  end  of  a  beautifully  enamelled  lawn  which 
eloped  gently  down  to  a  stream  of  water  which  ran  through  the  grounds.  On  the  opposite  side 
rose  gigantic  hills,  wheee  towering  heads  added  to  the  sublimity  of  the  scene,  and  from  whose 
summit  I  had  not  long  descended,  when  the  ardour  of  youth  led  me  among  the  mountains  of 
Cambria. 

My  attention  was  soon  diverted  by  the  appearance  of  a  storm.  I  clapped  spurs  to  my  horse, 
and  flew  quickly  across  the  park  into  the  road  again,  but  ere  I  could  find  a  shelter  from  the 
heavy  rains  that  were  then  pouting  down  from  dense  and  dark  clouds  my  horse  lell,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  I  extricated  myself  from  the  perilous  situation  in  which  I  was  placed* 
Having  at  length  freed  mysdf  from  the  horse,  it  arose,  and  with  the  bridle  on  my  arm  I  pro- 
ceeded to  a  spot  where  I  perceived  smoke  curUng  its  fimtastic  forms  amidst  the  treee  of  a 
small  wood.  No  living  creature  was  visible,  and  it  was  by  the  barking  of  the  watch  dog  that 
I  was  led  to  suppose  any  one  was  there.  I  knocked  at  the  door ;  a  voice  demanded  to  know 
what  I  wanted. 

«'  Shelter  from  the  storm,"  I  replied* 

X  Go  a  little  further  to  the  right,  and  you  will  find  a  bamy**  was  the  reply,  **  but  there  is 
no  entrance  here." 

I  turned  as  directed,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  the  bam,  where  at  least  I  could  find  shelter* 
Long  I  bad  not  been  there  before  an  old  man  came  in  with  a  sort  of  leather  bottle  in  his  hand* 
•«  I  am  sorry,**  said  he^  **  I  cannot  offer  you  better  accommodation,  but  I  am  bound  by  ao 
oath.** 

«*  Then  will  not  I  tempt  you  to  break  it,"  I  replied. 

"  Worlds  could  not  do  it,"  said  the  old  man,  '•  but  here  is  something  that  may  keep  you 
from  taking  cold,  here  is  some  brandy.**  I  accepted  his  proffered  glass,  and  then  asked  him 
why  he  closed  his  doors  against  a  traveller,  and  what  had  caused  him  to  act  in  that  unsocial 
way. 

*'  Ingratitude,  cruel  ingratitude— an  attempt  by  one  whom  I  sheltered  from  a  storm  like 
this  to  steal  my  treasure,  a  treasure  hoarded  for  many  years — the  heart's  blood  of  my  lifik" 

**  But  why,  old  man,*'  I  inquired,  ''do  you  keep  treasure  in  a  place  like  this?  why  not 
oommit  it  to  the  care  of  thoee  who  are  better  able  to  protect  it  ?" 

«  Where  shall  I  find  them  ?  The  world  is  deceitful,  firiends  are  false,  there  is  no  dependence 
on  any  one ;  and  though  I  bow  with  submission  to  the  will  of  an  all- wise  Providence,  yet  I 
often  think,  O  !  could  I  but  place  my  treasure  in  safety,  I  could  die  in  peace." 

<*  But  i^at  can  attach  you  so  much  to  this  inestimable  treasure  ?  *' 

**  'Twas  here  I  gained  it — 'twas  here  I  cherished  it — 'twas  here  I  found  it,  the  only  solaee 
of  an  old  man's  lifo— *twas  here  I  learned  to  love  it,  to  know  its  worth,  and  here  I  would  die  to 
preserve  it ;  'twas  the  last  relic  of  a  '>Urling  child,  and  'tis  the  sole  ita:)  to  ^\A]^^.^oaB%Vk 
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life ;"  and  then,  looking  earaestly  at  me,  he  eontinucd  in  the  same  energetic  way"***  but  you 
must  not  see  it-^  I  cannot,  dare  not  show  it  you— >niy  oath,  my  oath  !** 

'*  I  will  not  press  to  see  this  darling  of  your  heart/'  said  I,  '*  but  I  guess  this  hoarded 
treasure  is  a  young  female.'* 

"  Ye%t  you  arc  right,"  he  replied,  "  it  is  an  orphan  too ;  and  yet  the  cruel  spoiler  came — a 
wolf,  who  would  devour  my  tender  lamb,  and  I  have  sworn  never  to  shelter  within  these  doors 
the  form  of  man  again  till  I  have  placed  my  treasure  in  safety."   The  rain  having  now  abated, 

I  proceeded  on  my  ^y.;  f.  *  I    Ll  i.    •'*'   ^l  ^  ^ 

And  now  having,  as  1^  courtesy  hounft,  permitted  Mr  Morgan  to  mtroduce  himself,  it  will 
be  oar  duty  to  inform  the  reader  a  little  upon  the  subject  of  his  adventures. 

Sir  Edward  Morgan,  alias  ap  Sbenkin,  and  many  other  cognomens,  for  which  our  worthy 
neighbours,  the  Welch,  arc  well  known,  was  a  man  having  as  many  minds  aa  names ;  he  was 
gay,  cheerful,  good-tempered,  and  polite,  and  he  was  also  sad,  melancholy,  ill-natured,  and 
(UAoml ;  im  £sct,  ha^ould  be  aitber.  Juat  aa  H  ioiiB4  <iint  or  iphwa»-T th^yaoiy ny <lia  tnaia. 

Sir  Edward  bad. just «nrii»ad  £tam  Lomton  Stowt'th9>aowtMag-imkmt}lm  MeMboit  a  tte 
cUy,  to  pay  «  visitte  the  only  .pasfua  on  when  Im  cqniidffHidAia  lMui-aft|F.dkmB ;  auki, « 
Jiia  luiowle4ge  on  that  subject  was  neat^  «Uied  to  'aon^eatiii^  iar  iM^ad.  hmm 
ooimting-house atan aarly  i|ge  by  thef«rsoa  wW<ba4ba8B Jeft  iMa<giMflian,.and-aifcp 
JmuI  the  care  of  himirom  infenoy,  the  secret  ofibiabir^k.'«nil  e«|ieatatipaafwfliflaclHiinHlylMpt 
(boai  him. 

An  invitation  had  bean  eant  htm  to  jsy  a  yjalt »p  bia^aandian^  A»  hmi  aanii^tedii,  mui  — 
nowAxcsident  inibeAdighhoutbeiod  of  <kxai«nhea.  ft&abad  Imwii  ataMtaarly  agaykflpi  aft  as 
academy  in  Englancj,  and  as  soon  aa  it  was  poasible  be  »ias.fattiafAfto  Landma,  wbtta  ha  hid 
no  occasion  to  find  much  fault;  but  neglected,  as  it  were,  by  those  whose  study  it«iq|btJ» 
iuure  bean  to  have  bad  a  earaful  and  walcbliil  j^jw  aviar  ^ia^  •ha  ooaaiikgid  hiaaatf 'as  ^daiost 
jrione  ia  the  world.;  and  muh^  iadee<  hadiie  baaa,a«rth  lh#  cieqplioiiaf  has  feUovalaritt,  aad 
ioma  few  others  with  whom  be  so»elimasassaciiled.  As^.adwanaad  in  yaars  ha  fiskafae  laaa- 
linaaa  of  his  situation,  and  .badaftea  ra^aested  iafi»mi|Aaaa  relativa  to  hit  paraol%  but  WoaaM 
never  obuin  nnore  iH>m  his  giawdiaa  thaa  that  ha  wsaakl  kaoir  ja  «iaia.     . 

The  aoaatant  applieatioa  to  the  4ukies  o^e  offiiHw  he  baiHg  a  jmioi^  and  haa  alanaft^aaa^ 
late  atate,  preyed  on  bis  aiiod,  ao  that  he  would  fraqnentlj  fiaas  ftaiaiba  soast  ^olaiilaanigi^ 
to  the  serious  and  sad ;  he  wo«dd,  as  it  «rera,  aC  ance  -taita  fcoai  i^aod  aatare  aad  obaatfchuisj 
to  ill  temper  and  even  rudeness. 

On  his  arrival  at  his  guardian's,  he  was  met  with  ntutfh  apparent  kiadaasa,  aad  knaifldiately 
Introduced  to  the  family  of  Mr  tJankins^  one  of  wham  ^aas  a  good^laofciag,  htaghiog  girl  of 
about  eighteen  years  old,  who  had  been  taught  by  her  father  to  use  every  m^hod  tagain  aflil 
aeoure  the  affections  of  .Movgan.-  Aoeovdingly,  the  song,  the  daace,  the  harp,  and  ceary  aux- 
iliary,  was  called  in  aid  by  the  artful  and  designing  Mary  aad  ibar  ccafty  fiitber,  ta  easnaw  ttie 
youRg  baronet  and  bia  fortune  in  abe  family,  but  4hey  were  daomad  to  aieet  with  diaap|iaint> 
ment ;   week  after  week  passed,  still  nothing  more  than  poUteness  was  visible. 

One  evening  Mr  Jenkins  put  a  bold  fiioa  oi  the  buainesB,  and  asked  him  if  ha  had  VmiC  hia 
baart  among  the  W«ldfa  iasaes,  or  if  be  had  left  it  ib  Loadaa.**  Bat  yon  must  Ibtget  Loudon 
BOW,  for  1  iatand  ta  settle  you  bete  with  amaa  -of  our  merry  maida." 

*'  1  do  Bot  cbiak  that  will  be  the  case,"  he  repliad. 

"  And  why  not  ?"  said  Jenkins. — **  Why,  because  I  do  not  know  my  own  mind  half  an  Imv 
teBether.  I  have  seen. many  pretty  fiteca  which  iibaughtlabould  liiie,  bnt  a  aecoad  vaaw  has 
always  induced  ma  to  form  a  difierent  opinion." 

*\  W«U,  wall,*'  said  Mr  Jenkkia,  "*  we  shall  aea-^we  ahaU  aae ;  and  i  hear  Sir  Edward  Llan- 
dovery  is  going  to  give  a  grand  bail,  and  we  shall  all  4e  aura  to  ha  tavited."  He  thaa  quinad 
the  room. 

This  Sir  Edward  had  often  met  with  Morgan  ia  Vis  rides  and  ramblti ;  bows  of  eouitaiy 
and  the  exchange  of  a  few  woorda  only  had  passed  between  them. 

Mr  Jenkins  speedily  re*aatered,  and  said  that  as  he  woa  paitieolarly  engaged,  aad  his 

4aught«  waa  going  round  the  park  on  bar  pony,  perhaps  ha  would  be  ao  good  aa  aaeoropany 

iMer.  '*  With  all  my  heart,"  vcpliad  Morgan,  and  in  a  f^minuttea  he  was  walking  by  the  siiaaf 

Mm^madhBrpou^  AAara  Aort  aide,  Mary  aefOMMl  him  taaasktber  in  ali|fhtfi^y«Dflai| 


EDWAABHO&OAV^  OS,  VUX  nOTlIUa  .MJIikWiTOU. 


fliRMtimes  appeared  f»  cMt  aimI  •e«nwd  m  mihappji'fc 

*'  Can  that  be  a  wonder,  Miss  Jenkins,  when  i  am  still  ignorant  of  Xhatm  to  whom  I  owo 
lay  being,  or  aa  to  who  ov  wbot  1  am ;  1  dO'Mot  know  if  I  hoTO  paffe*!^  mnp  oaa  X  iotva.  anj 
idoo  as  to  the  patli-  lwmt»  tmfl  thraugh  Kfe.** 

«»A11  thia  nay  botnn,'*  sopiiod  Miaa  JonkiM^  <*Imk  wliy^  tlwn,  •«  oCbet  timBs,  ai^  jou  ao 
Umiifs  oheerlaK  and  gttf  ?  WAon  1  jiiiiaiiwo yoo-  uakappqi  la^wagpa  ataiwb  *x anniaa you,  and 
boar  ofton  have  I  luag  «A«MPf  witlii  flMlaacboly>?'  No  lioublt  afy  fiilte  1ia»i«yoEfjmr  raaaoos 
IW  hia  conduct,  and  ii»  dbubt  will  give  yoif  e«My  inftinnwiaait  at  th»  pfopef  tMn*^** 

'^  I  wish  that  timo  wvio  eone  tlMa  f  some^aMa  i  think  &  witt  not  give  tny  uluitWD  • 
tboaght,  bat  juat  tako  tkiags aal  ted  tham.;  I  win  a«|oy  tho peasant,  and  leave  the futiim 
cvoBta  without  a  eigll  to  oomo  aa  tliay  tnaji  I  am  sure  1  am  wry  aeaaiblo  of  yottr  kiodneaH 
but  you  know  ono  >■— rt  bo  ahniyo  i»  tha  mM  temper;  beatdaa,  the  habita  of  you«  paoplo 
an  8D  very  ditereat  to  what  1  tacvO'  been  aoonatomad  to.  I  know"  tticm  wann,  fenexoua 
kind,  and  hospiuble,  with  hearts  opoa  m  day,  aBdlibofal  aa  the  bouBteoaahaod  of  Psrorldancoa 
tkiilweH  kiiow-.4Nit  tfaia  iitko  bcigbtaiaa    Hn  dark  riiaU  not  bo  nwida  light  by  mo— It  it 


-«^And  if  tfaeroBotbiiiv,''  aaid  Miai  Jankina^  **lha*  ean  compoasato  &ar  tba  plaaaurea  oC 

*0,  I  do  not  know,"  saki  Ue,  **mB  to  tho  ploaaon;  that  ia  what  wo  doim  sOb  No,  I 
danTt  eare  maeb  about  Htm  laaa  of  tba  tiiaatrea,  for  them  I  viaited  biU  Uttla;  nor  ia  it  tha 
baUi^  fDT  tbeaa  I  viaited  lam ;  bat,  ttti%  1  want  a  aoaaotbiag  to  do,  aoaoetbiag.  to ^  up  Uma( 
it  banga  heavy  on  my  faands^  aad  leavea  nw  too  mueh  for  thougbt.*' 

■•Weil,  but  my  friend,"  replied  the  lady,  <«  what  isan  be  nwre  delightful  than  a  trip  to 
Abarystwith,  the  DeviFa  Bridge^  Squiia  John's  of  Havod,  aad  many  other  plaeas?  la  not  tb» 
scenery  beautiful  ? '  The  moolaoik  of  Haaod  biDvgbt  to  his  memory  hia  recant  ride  and  advaBi* 
turea  there,  aad  be  menlaUy  exclaimed^  **  Uavod,  yes,  I  must  revisit  thee." 

"  All  thin  is  very  trttO»  madam,**  said  he^  *<  but  then  it  all  soon  tirce,  it  palls  upon  tba  aanses ; 
and  as  to  the  Uuntiag,.  ahooting,  &c^  it*a  f uite  a  bore,  it's  horrid  fitfiguing:  No,  no !  iC  will 
never  do  for  ma  >  I  may  lead  a  Uttla,  aad  you  may  siag  a  little,  and  I  may  saunter  away  an 
liour  like  this,  but  it  soon  gets  insipid.  Come,  have  you  not  some  Kvely  native  air  thai  may 
dissipate  the  torpor  that  ia  gathartng  War  me  ?*' 

Miss  Jenluoa  complied,  and  whan  aha  had  finiabed,  Morgan  said,  *'  This  is  delightful,  cer« 
taisly,  it  is  charming." 

**  I  am  really  happy,**  said  Mary,  "  that  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  please  you."* 

**  Please  me  ?^yes,  it  pleaaes  me  for  the.  moment  i  but  now  I  think  of  it,  I  hate  tinging  in 
a  wood.** 

Mies,  Jenkins  appeared  much  vexed  that  she  should  have  exerted  her  vocal  powers  to  suA 
litalo  eff«at,  Sot  mum  they  say  will  *'  bend  tha  knotted  oaks;**  it  had  no  power  over  the  sente- 
Iva  Morgan.  Ue  now  offered  to  replace  tbe  lady  on  her  pony,  and  they  paced  their  way 
aileatly  homeward.  Thus  Mi  J.  appeared  very  likely  to  have  all  his  schemes  frustrated,  for 
Morgan  had  been  in  love  many  times*  and  badaa  many  timet  freed  himself  from  its  abacklea 
viitb  the  greateat  tangJ'roiiL 

One  morniug  when  ha  waa  taking  hia  aacuetomed  side,  he  fell  in  with  Sir  Edward  Llan- 
dovesy,  of  whom  mention  baa  been  made,  wba  informed  him  he  was  then  the  bearer  of  an 
iaviiatiuA  to  a  ball,  and  hoped  he  would,  with  Mr  and  Mist  Jenkins,  honour  them  with  their 
company.  ''And  lafc  me  beg  of  yoa,  Mr  Moigan,  just  to  cell  in  at  the  castle  and  take  a  lunch." 

The  frank  and  friendly  flDaooar  oC  Sir  Edward  induced  Morgan  to  accept  his  offer  of  ukiog 
a  lunch,  and  turning  their  baraea*  beads  into  a  bridlo^road  across  a  6eld,  they  were  soon  in  the 
ImU  of  tl)e  castle.  They  entered  a  Urge  gothic  room,  which  bore  the  resemblance  of  former 
grandeur,  for.  notwithstanding  the  attempt  to  make  it  modem,  there  was  still  quite  enough 
left  to  tell  that,  though  ita  days  of .  knightly  splandour  were  passed,  yet  that  there  had  been 
mighiy  and  bold  warrioas  seated  within  ita  capaeioiia  walla ;  high  on  its  lofly  sides  bung 
aiPords  «id  sbielda  of  olden  day^,  but  one  in  particular  aeemed  to  ahare  the  care  and  attention 
of  the  owners  of  the  castle ;  this  alone  shone  in  almost  its  maiden  splendour — it  was  bright  aa 
rittitr    nn  ]$  thti  iMnhlaiMii<  t— •■§> m  and  tha  Unkdnim  xDas^.tgtdL^^xafaxVkv^^^^^^^'^ 
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in  Welehf  no  tints--**  No  ilaiB  tins  ibidd  muil  kwnr  ;*  tmd  it  iMd  bung  llwn  iott  — ntBiiii^ 
as  a  memento  that  no  one  ever  bearing  the  fiunily  anm  bed  eifar  done  an  act  to  cast  a  blol 
upon  their  escutcheon. 

Since  Sir  Edward  had  eoose  to  the  title  and  estate  be  had  neflaiiwiilly  made  the  oastia  bis 
residence,  and  especially  so  in  the  hunting  seHon,  and  there  we  esiimblsd  at  that  time  numa- 
rous  guests  i  and  as  Mr  Jenkins  bad  always  home  tbt  eharaeter  of  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of 
large  property,  he  had  sometimes  been  a^isitor  at  tfm  esatla.  OmaBtsrb^  what  was  origiDaUly 
and  what  was  now  used  as  the  banqnetting  roosa,  be  iamad  a  wwiiar  of  persons  sssemhlsd 
there,  some  lounging  on  benches  attached  to  the  walls,  and  otbsts  Hewing  the  curiosities  ef 
inrmer  times.  The  litde  ceremony  now  ussd  to  introdnee  a  stnager  was  soon  orer,  and 
Morgan  was  struck  with  surprise  at  what  he  saw ;  he  heard  of  eastlss,  of  barons,  of  knigh^ 
and  of  squiies,  but  had  nsver  seen  any.  Sir  Edward  kindly  gave  him  a  history  of  the  castle^ 
and  eiplained  many  things  which  .appeared  dillcuU  far  Morgsa  to  eomprebeod.  The  door 
opened,  and  an  elderly  lady,  accompanied  by  what,  in  Morgan's  eyes,  sssmfd  an  angel,  enlsfed. 
The  old  lady  was  leaning  on  the  arm  of  her  yo«thftd  stlendant. 

Every  eye  was  directed  to  the  lair  and  beautiful  girl ;  she  met  their  gase  with  a  timid  ftft 
unembarratted  look,  as  one  who  was  quite  accustomed  to  command  and  to  receiTe  admimtion. 
fib  Edward  took  Morgan  by  the  hand  and  Introdneed  bfan  to  Us  motker  and  sister  as  a  par- 
ticular  friend  of  Mr  Jenkins ;  a  welcome  from  the  old  lady  and  a  smiling  bow  from  the 
one,  and  then  they  passed  on.  A  genessl  oonvenaticm  now  began,  but  poor  Morgan, 
customed  to  such  scenes  and  such  compsny,  wss  lost  in  smsrsment,  his  ssnsss  were  bewildewd, 
and  be  scarcely  knew  }f  he  was  still  a  tenant  of  earthly  sphere  ;  ho  began  to  think  whether  it 
was  not  all  a  delusion,  a  dream,  a  mockery  of  his  sensea,  He  was  resalled  to  himsnif  by  ths 
swelling  notes  of  a  harp,  the  strings  of  which  were  swept  ovte  as  though  touchsd  by  the  fagsis 
of  a  sylph ;  but  when  he  heard  a  voice  sing  the  Ibllowing  song,  he  was  again  in  elysiuai.  Oh 
how  different,  thought  he,  u  this  to  the  singing  of  Msry  Jenkins  t«ip 

"Here  what  a  varied  Kene  we  see—  ** Hera  the  pronA  eaMle  lesrs  Its  head, 

A  — Mie  werid  ef  limJcn  Aad  there  thoassiaafs '      — 


V 


Hera  what  a  world  o#  life  appears.  There  tfie  pcoad  baran  ol  raaowa. 

From  boyhood  prime  to  manhood's  years.  Aad  yoaiar  Bes  the  simpla  dewn. 


"  Hera  the  fond  youth  his  lora  hath  told,  '*8ee  tso,  seaia,  the  simple  swain 

Hera,  too,  the  nUaat  hero  hold,  Trarane  liiB  road  aoraoo  the  plaia ; 


Aadthera  the  nmid  aMid  awaiu  Thsra  ioekt  and  herdo  the  pastora'ffil, 

Thera  iowery  dales  sad  pwrttay  rOL** 


Her  lover  at  the  castle  gates.  Thera  iowery  dales  sad  pnny  rOL** 

The  voice  ceased,  and  noije  seemed  to  breathe,  all  were  still,  as  though  entranced.  Sir 
Edward  then  took  Morgan's  arm,  and  led  him  round  the  room,  pointing  to  some  pictures 
resembling  and  forming  the  subject  of  the  song. 

Time  fled,  and  might  have  fled,  all  was  incomprehensible  to  Morgan,  till  the  sonnd  of  the 
dinner  bell  aroused  him,  and  he  was  conscious  that  be  had  intruded  much  beyond  the  limits  of 
a  morning  call.  Sir  BUlward  attended  him  to  the  gate,  and  exacted  a  promise  from  him  to 
call  in  a  day  or  two,  hoping  to  receive  a  fiivourable  answer  to  the  inritation  to  the  baU. 
Whether  or  not  Morgan  would  have  gone  home  had  his  horse  had  sagacity  enough  to  carry 
him,  it  is  bard  to  say,  but  just  as  he  passed  the  park  gate  he  was  accosted  by  a  man  presenting 
him  with  a  note,  which  he  read ;  it  was  from  the  old  man  at  whose  cottage  he  had  sbdtcfod  ; 
it  contained  but  few  words,  which  were—**  Be  so  good  as  hasten  here  as  Soon  as  possible,  and 
if  invited  to  the  ball  at  the  castle  accept  the  invitation.**  Thus  fiur  he  had  obeyed  the  iqjnoe- 
tioiL  <*  But  what  can  tbisman  want  with  me  ?  how  could  he  know  I  was  hereT**  TTiese  were 
questions  which  he  was  putting  to  himself  as  he  rode  slowly  home,  for  home  he  must  go  bdbrs 
he  could  proceed  to  the  cottage.  The  strange  note  and  the  cool  ride  had  enabled  him  to 
recover  himsdf  from  the  surprise  into  which  he  had  been  thrown  at  the  castle. 

On  Morgan's  arriving  at  home,  he  made  known  the  Invitation  he  had  received  at  the  castfe, 
with  which  both  Mr  Jenkins  and  his  daughter  were  much  pleased,  and  Mr  Jenkins  inquired 
1k»w  he  liked  Miw  Llandovery. 

**  Pretty  welU-nothiog  particular— rather  handsome ;  rings  handsomdy,  to  be  sure." 

■<  But  don't  you  think  her  a  beauty?  riie  is  called  the  sylph  of  the  castle.     Tou  aro  no 
admirer  of  the  sex,  I  think,"  continued  Mr  Jenkins ;  *'  we  riiall  have  no  dueb  about  them  ca 
^mtr  aemmnt  mt  anj  rate.*" 

«r  V  "■■'^admir«theiB,jQstaaI«dmh«dtbA^BtoteRa«liaM«iri&ft\sadI 


EDWARD  MORGAN  rjOR>  WILL  NOTHING  PLEASE  TOU. 


that  when  I  int  mw  Mim  LUadovtry  I  tiMNiffat  tb«  vu  ma  angel,  but  I  sooa  fimnd  sbe  waa 
not ;  at  any  rate,  tlie  will  never  be  a  goddett  ol  mine ;  and  at  to  ducb,  tbere  ia  but  OQO  man 
that  I  would  fight,  and  only  one  on  whose  account  I  would  fight  at  all.** 

<•  Blen  me,  Morgan,**  eaid  the  astonished  Mr  Jenkins,  **  why*  what  eaa  you  have  done  ? 
yott  have  never  been  so  rash  as  to  offend  any  gentleman  or  lady  in  the  neighbourhood." 

**  Tour  pardon,  sir,**  said  Morgan ;  "  you  have  your  seereta  and  I  have  anine ;  but  I  believe 
tbare  is  sddom  any  good  wlMfe  there  is  seeraey  neeessary." 

Mr  Jenkins  seemed  mueh  sorprisad,  and  sooewhat  eonfosed,  and  father  angrily  replied-* 
*'  Thb  is  strange  languaga;,  Morgan,  to  me^  your  only  firiend  s  but  I  ahalL  let  it  pass.*' 

«« I  hope  so,  sir,**  said  Morgan,  "  as  I  must  .leave  you  te  a  lew  days;  early  to-monov 
mdhiing  I  shall  set  out." 

There  was  a  tone  and  manner  in  which  these  fiaw  worda  were  ciTpmoacd  quite  unuaual  with 
Motgan,  and  all  the  effiarts  of  Jenkins  to  know  mote  were  frnitless,  and  he  having  dndred  hia 
daui^ter  to  take  her  harp,  the  conversation  dropped ;  nor  was  it  in  any  way  renewed  till  they 
parted  lor  the  night,  whoi  Mr  Jeakins  shook  haiida  with  Morgan,  and  said,  **  I  shall  see  yoa 
bdhre  you  go."    Mergan  replied  he  rather  thought  not 

«  How  do  yon  stand  tat  monej,  young  man  ?**  said  Mr  Jenkins. 

**  I  have  none  too  mueh, 'and  perhape  not  enough,**  said  MoigaU)'' but  I  will  aiaka  it  do.  I 
have  been  used  to  economise."  % 

Mr  Jenkins  placed  a  ten-pound  note  in  his  hand,  and  widied  hia  good  nighty  hoping  ha 
wMdd  return  as  soe«  as  possible^ 

Soon  almost  as  the  eaiol  of  the  lark  was  heard  in  the  moning  was  Morgan  ready  to  pro- 
eatd  on  hb  Journey,  tat  it  was  some  nules  he  had  to  go ;  and  though  the  thoughts  of  hia  Tieit 
oeeupied  his  mind,  yet  there  were  times  when  his  own  lonelj  situation oaase  across  him;  hia 
being  placed  at  a  sshool  so  fiv  distant  firom  whero  his  only  friend  resided;  his  occupation  in 
the  counting-house  of  a  merehant,  who  appeared  to  know  no  more  of  his  destiny  than  he  did 
himself;  and  then  his  reeal  on  what  was  termed  a  visit,  but  of  a  very  lengthened  nature— no 
hints  at  his  return— «ll  these  things  much  perpleied  him ;  however,  on  he  rode  till  he  arrived 
at  the  cottage.  On  his  knocking  at  the  door  the  wdU^rememberod  Toiee  of  the  old  man 
demanded  who  was  then? 

**  'Tls  I,**  said  he ;  **  I  am  come  In  consequence  of  your  note*** 

*<  To  the  bani-;4o  the  barn,**  said  the  old  man,  «  and  I  vdU  attend  yon,"  and  he  entered 
nearly  at  the  same  moment.  "  Tou  are  welcome^  sir,**  said  he,  "  but  the  same  restrictions 
still  prevent  my  giving  you  entrauce  to  the  cottage,  and  I  must  now  inform  you  why  I  wished 
you  to  attend  the  ball  at  the  castle.  Tou  may  remember  I  told  you  the  spoiler  came ;  'twas 
Captain  Allen,  who  is  still  at  the  castle ;  he  was  driven  by  a  storm  to  seek  shdter  here — it 
was  afiTorded  him->and  how  did  he  repay  me,  bow  ?— by  endeavouring  to  tear  from  me  my 
child,  the  daughter  of  my  son,  who  frll  in  the  battle  field. 

'^  This  son,  Morris  Jones,  bore  a  commission  in  the  regiment  to  which  the  captain  belonged  3 
but  different,  far  different,  was  my  situation  then  to  what  you  now  eee  me.  Morris  had 
married  a  young  female^  who  though  sbe  did  not  possess  the  advantages  of  fortune,  yet  she 
amply  made  up  for  it  by  her  exemplary  conduct,  and  when  my  son  went  abroad,  she,  with  an 
infant  child,  was  committed  to  my  care.     Tour  fiither— nay,  start  not,  sir,  for  I  am  not  yet  at 

liberty  to  say  more 1  also  knew ;  but  I  must  go  regularly  on.    We  were  then  living  not  for 

from  Brecknock  when  the  news  of  the  death  of  my  son  reeched  us;  vain  was  it  to  conceal  the 
fotal  news  from  his  affhctionate  wife — sbe  heard  it— and  from  that  tinw  till  the  time  of  her 
death  she  never  smiled  again,  except,  indeed,  it  was  a  smile  of  anguish  when  she  looked  on 
her  fatherless  babe.  Her  relations  had  solicited  her  to  return  home,  but  she  would  not  leava 
me—*  He  is  my  husband's  father,  I  cannot  leave  him  by  himself*  was  always  her  reply. 

•^  Soon,  however,  heaven  bad  decreed  that  we  must  part ;  she  died  in  my  arms,  consigning 
her  infont  child  to  my  protection. 

**  A  small  annuity  which  my  son  had  left  was  all  there  was.  I  neednotadd  tomy  fodingi 
frurther  than  to  say  the  pteeions  treasure  I  have  guarded  and  watobed  with  almost  mora  than 
parental  ftrndnan,  and  wall  have  I  'been  repaid  by  bar  eomtaBt  aaidiiity  and  affiMtionata 
ngard. 


ms  xoMANcmr  and  «o  vaufra  ummwL 


«<  Not  loag  afttr  w«  iMid  I 

him,  though  I  iieTcr  oould  Itaoi  vImn  job 

fiileat  mad  OBami  nt  If o^fMi,  botai*^ 
oo;  tay,  wbatof  mjftitlHr?** 

TiM  eld  men  MpkM— •«  I  «■  gm  yvv  Htlle  Juftiwiliwii  4br  at  om  iIm  I 
Mquainted  with  him— lifter  b#  went  ebewA  1  nvMr  mw  lUflk  W«H>  mI*iM  yem,  Hm 
leokabelter  kef%aBilKfe«g«nbe-enne,  MidttMlv  bj^kmmimUiimmmmmtMk 
offiuhumknowMwtUlMwtoempley,  4le  wryilm«in(d<rf ly  tiJieideinldi  tmtml  lad 
iMliUed  HBte  ber  »md  Hw  ptimiple  #iet  iIm  iiKMild  never  d»«B  aettlMt  the  didn*t  widi  the 
world  to  know,  she  eonfided  to  me  all  that  had  pamcd.  Fired  with  laiigietien»  I  pn^bi 
vgrielf  for  bbfleeiplfiaBtlw  vast  eine  te  wiglil  eama,  fliid  thfti  I  iMdeBaloed  to  be  theoii^ 
•r  tlMbaU,  wtMB  elwiH  betoe  tooeb  ei^^aged,  yeite^  ••  adm  Vtm,  «tto«aeawlHf»  fe» 
BMjr  be.** 

•Mitereanti''eieluaieaifeffian$  ^hai'wlMl.gDodenildftligriwqglo  tbebeUr 

<«  Watch  bis  motions  and  be  here  reedf  to  aaeefc  hiBM  tbsewaar  tode^Mid  labeUeoMitfir 
my  oath  no  longer  binding;  fUjrt**  be  cettnned»  obawinf  Mergani  tbant  to apeak«  "atoj; 
triLe  these  pap^itt  Ttnd  tbem  a4  your  tettyi%  and  aef  eeenwiii^jly*  Nowtetheoaith;owMrby 
the  ^irit  of  your  braTe  father  that  you  will  prAect  my  child." 

•*  I  awearr  eaid  Mnipae,  ■otomnly» 

•'  Content  1**  said  the  old  man,  and  Uking  him  by  the  bMd  h^  bios  into  Ifao  oallip^ 
pointed  to  a  aMt»  tmd  wos  oboiit  to  ^uift  the  foeoa,  when  Jli^gio  sai4  "  l^ou  fanfet,  mj 
IbMnd,  that  if  the  oiptain  H  to  be  bere  the  night  cf  tbe  b^  pott  ingal  4ho  dielaaee,  oad  1 


«  Yon  ore  righW**  leplied  tbeoU  man,  «<iaid  not  think  orihit;  wbAiahaattobndoM? 
I  think,'*  sajebe,  •*  if  yon  went  to  tbc  castle  and  wntebedbiaa^thotia  tbe  only  pla^" 

"  I  will  go  tbtra  on  asy  retnra,"  said  Morgan.  Tbo  o&d  mas  kft  the  rooni,  and  preailly 
totaned,  lending  in  n  beaMtifel  girl  abonteeeentoen  pearaof  nge;  bnt»  ohi  Jww  diflTnrant  to 
wbot  hehad  been  aeenstomed  to  aaa..  how  diffiMont  to  Ibe  intriguing  llaiy  Janktoa,  or aven 
the  accomplished  and  angelic  Miss  Llandovery — the  one  daxaled  mid.  blandod^  tbe  other  WM 
like  the  gentle  radiant  beams  that  fiill  sweet  end  aafUp  oetr  on% 

On  bis  return  hom%,  the  fimt  periion  he  saw  waa  Mr  Jenkin%  wbo  wcleooaed  imm  with  his 
usual  good  natuie,  end  asked  bira  if  the  secmt  wonki  now  bo  aelvedL 

'•  I  fear  not  fi>r  n  t»w  dsys"  said  Morgan ;  **  I  am  much  latigne^  and  have 
■MOt  at  the  castle  early  to-morrpw,  after  wLich  I  shall  be  happy  to  enter  npon  too 
with  you.     Good  nigbt,  sir;  good  night. " 

Mr  Jenkins  did  not  well  know  what  to  make  of  it ;  be  plainly  aaw  tbaro  waa  a 
and  he  thought  it  pertained  to  him,  and  tberelbte  be  wo«hi  think  what  waa  beat  to  be 
by  tbe  time  Morgan  returned  from  the  castle. 

Morgan  w«s  off  early  in  the  morning,  as  be  wished  ier  a  gentle  ride,  which  wonU  gi«« 
him  time  lor  re6ection»  and  tbe  more  as  he  had  in  both  »■»— «^**»f  to  ir*ff»tn4  a^aiaat  wail 
verted  opponenta.  Mr  Jenkins  had  proved  himself  artfiil  and  Twnning  thn  eaptmn  waa  mk 
open  foe.  but  stiU  a  torn  ho  considered  hiin. 

Oo  Morgan  arriving  at  the  costlo.  Sir  Edward  met  him  and  gave  him  a  twaily  aiilifi| 
he  was  introdueed  to  a  young  lady  who  was  reading  to  Lady  Llandovery*  After  a  few  nnnntoi 
of  desultory  eonveisatien.  Sir  Edward  asked  Morgan  if  ho  wonid  go  with  him  to  inspect  tbg 
arrangemenu  that  were  making  for  tbe  ku.  In  tbe  coormof  their  walk»  Sir  Edward  inqniaBi 
Morgan*s  opinion  of  the  young  lody.  **  She  ia  eonaiderod  baadsooie,  and  though  aba  has  oal|p 
been  here  a  lew  daya,  all  the  fellows  am  in  love  with  ha^** 

"  And  yoo.  too»  I  auppose^*- said  Morgan.  •«  Ko.  £uth»"  he  replied  ;  *«  I  am  nat  aM  of 
those  who  throw  themselves  at  the  leet  of  erery  girl  they  aacb  imploria|(  pity  and  ali  thai 
nonsenae,  S»r,  depend  on  it»  Morgen,  theee  that  do  are  only  kugbodeaand  despiaad." 

•- Tbas  very  tnaa,"  aud  Morgan ;  •'nndnow  I  tfainkof  it.AohMr«dbai^SriVOj«^aiii 
hv  iMsa  ia  net  well  fiHmad,  bar  Bsouth  ia  too  widob" 

^  Stay,  pray  aUy,  my  good  fiellow ;  I  am  sure  if  she  p^vtwifi  half  the  admiiahle  qualil^ 


f 
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sitting  by  thaMd>d«M«kciirl«i»  I  faiii—t»ilw  ign— liny  to  writ  na,* 
Sir  £d«M«d  ii— wriintdy.  wtftt  to-Moii  tli«  la^gs  Md'ltkkg:  Hat  I17  ll»  hnd,  — y^;-  F^nail 
i»  Mr  Morgan,  to  tgaia  ittttoduoo  ntji  aoiuaau" 
•'  Yoor  «oiim»  (Sit  IMwairi  ?"  iv|riiail.lf«gM^  ntter^onaiMd;  **^m^fdid  ymi  not  M  om 
iilMfero.    I'm  •«»  awdMi.  A  BMirt>  tfrifcgit  Bifaif  A  4id  iMit  iirfbfiii  sh^  ia  tiio  arU  on 

•  Obi  n*mpmrmir  tafHmL  Hic  liMlr  girif  mtAxBihmiuufifmtktA  him  if  l»lMd  vrer  tew 
in  the  belk  Prcne%t 
^^Mo» madam;  bift  IpNaumopjouhaivac?" 

«« Ob  r 'tis  o*«nMb»<» 'tia  dalattabla  I    Tan  tpnk  Mm  laagnag*?- 

^  Vol  attdaaa;:  Lam  nfl»a»fnrimiaiii*' 

^^  I  lova  Fiancb  abova  nUt  tUngs,"  lapliad  tha  ladf . 

** And  IhataitaboaaallthiBgi.''  iaid-Mocgan. 

**  Why  80?*'  demanded tiMlad|i«-«*^BaeBua»  700  lota ift^  I hnow  no  otiicr  maaon.'*    flir' 
Edward  bunt  hito  langfaing  at  thiaalnmga  dialbgaa^ 

^  Surely,  sir,  that  is  a  most  strange  reason.** 

**  No  more  ttnnge  than  true,  madam i*  and  loaiung  her  AiU  m  tha  fiwa,  he  ww  •«nlle, 
but  whether  ife  was  pity  or  oontempi  ha  eould  not  tall,  and  hmitating  a  moment,  •*  I  hn^ 
itedam/*  said  he,  **  I  am  very  rade;  I  beg  pardon,  bnt  I  am  not  alwaya  of  the  tame  nuiinnm, 
m^  I  begin  to  think  I  shonid  Kka  Frenefa  "fmj  wiell,  if  you  eonld  nondmonml  t»  teaoh  me^  I 
nm  sure  I  should  be  an  apt  scholar;  but,  aprvpof,  are  you  aigi|gad  %0€  tha  fimt  sec  at  lW 
baU  ?  *' 

'*  Engaged ?  oh,  yes  !  **  she  repliedi  «*  thne  and  ter  daap  I" 

''  Then  there's  »>  ohaaaa  for  me ?r 

"  On,  no  !  besides,  as  you  don't  know  yont  owa  mind  five  minutes  together,  eTen  if  I  • 
hacame  your  precaptar^fon  mighrffieehaage  ma  at  a  moment's  natiae  without  a  chanetar." 

Sir  Edward  nom  thoagbl-k  w«  high  tHM.to  putan  and  to  the  saaoa,  and  Idugfatngly' said, 
**  Ob,  1  will  give  yduji^  charaeteff  if  my  fitknd  Morgan  re&aaft."    Tbey  then  bU  entered  tha. 
castle ;  in  the  drawing-room  were  assembled  IsAj  Llaadoeary^  Mam  XJandovary,  Captain 
Allon.  and  several  others. 

*^  Well,  Mr  Morgan.?'  mid  Min: Uaadaivary,.  «  bow.  dayoii  lika  tha  paiHion?" 

**  It  b  Tery  beautiful,  madam,**  replied  Morgan,  and  making  astim^^  aibct,  oontittned^ 
**  whan  gvaeed  with  Ih^ fair  Ibeam  aadteauliiul  fimm;!  n^ir  aaa,  will;  indeed,  be  an  elystum.** 

The  eyes  of  all  were  turned  on  tf  ofgao»  fiw  ha  wm  ad  liule  acctartnmad  to  snch  ontfareaks 
Hm*  they  warn  qnito  mtoaished* 

**  I  am  glad  you  think  so,  sic;"  said  Matiidat  tha  oousin  of  Silt  Sdwaad;  «anfi  hop*  ya«. 
iKiU  remain  in  thai  mind;* 

'*  'Twere  impossible  to  ha  otharwiaBr  madam/*  rapliad  Morgaik 

Morgan  oonid  not,  however,  oblein<any  itttettlgenae  of  the  movamesiSiof  tlm  captaiii;-  he 
appeared  very  attentivato  a  yonng-lady,  aadMargan  thoughihe  heard  bbftaahher  to  damje  f 
this  rather  puzzled  him,  as  he  eould  not  doubt  what  the  old  man  had  told  him,  sioea  hm  had. 
plneed  the  papera  in  his  hands;  ha-aooalbah  hia  Jaa^at  tha  aasCfta,  promising  to  ba  at  the 
ball,  and  if  possible  to  eall  before;  no  time  was  to  be  lost}  an  aaplanation  with  Mr  Jenkinft 
must  take  plaoe^  and  tha  aooaet  thr.batftar^ 

On  hie  arrival  a  wtesvwipfaKedcin.  his  bvads^Jikwai  from  tha  old  man,  and  ranthii%, 
^¥ou  need  aat  amna  hefa—attami  tha  ball,  when  yon  will  kaow  mora;  be  cautioaaiaDdl 

tchful.'*    Thb,  in  some  miaaiia,  areoMOtad  Ibe  his  oat;  beariag  anything  of  the  oaptaiate 
ementa,  whidb  ha  Umogfal  Im  might  b»aMe  to^  ieara.  from  soma  hinta»  or  otiiecwiae;  bft 
now  determined  to  see  Mr  Jenkins. 
ImpauanttongadtiiwpafifirairansignaAlcihimbythaoldmanoftheaoftlagas  hafbmidlofi 

psaiving^tham,  thai  tfat^  aunr  n  minr  of  a.  dead  gi«ia»  Ms  JaoUaatbapowar  af  a  guatdimiL 
«Hrhimtiilha.attama41»smMHlPfMdMLitta.thadiaeiiatian.  oC  Mr  Jankiaa  imbathaa  Ut 
rank  and  prospects  in  life  should  be  msda  known  to  him,  or  not,  baftira  thalb  linwh 
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h«  had  not,  fiilfiUlBd  th«  tnMt  itpoMd  in  him ;  h«  had  aetad  up  nthtr  to  tho  lotttr  than  Iht 
apirit  of  tha  daad ;  tha  fint  giving  him  tha  powar  of  aoocaalmant  and  tha  othar  allowing  turn 
to  revaal  tha  truth ;  batidas,  Morgan  thought,  with  hii  titla  and  lank  in  lifc^  ha  had  not  bami 
mad  fciri^  {  hia  adueation  had  baan  naglactad ;  ha  had  haan  pkaed  in  a  attvation  whiah,  from 
hit  ibrtuna,  ha  would  not  hava  occasion  or  naad  for ;  ha  had  baan  aeantUy  tuppliad  wiih 
monay,  and  ha  could  aaa  through  tha  plan  laid  to  antangla  him  with  tha  artlul  and  dasigning 
Mary  Jankins ;  baaidas,  ha  had  naarly  attained  tha  aga  whan  Janklna  would  hara  no  longw 
legal  authority  over  him ;  and  tha  knowledge  of  suoh  a  eiieumftaDaa  might  aecidaotally  coma 
to  his  (Morgan's)  knowledge,  therefore,  if  a  matah  oould  have  been  made  up  with  Maty,  Jen- 
kins thought  all  would  easily  be  made  right. 

Still  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  act ;  Jenkins  was  or  was  not  to  inferm  him  of  his  atatioo  in 
life,  it  was  at  bis  option,  tharafora  ha  had  not  betrayed  any  trust ;  but  Morgan  still  thou^ 
he  bad  not  been  well  used ;  to  sleep,  while  his  mind  waa  thua  agitated,  was  impossihle,  and  ha 
passed  a  restless  night ;  and  Mr  Jenkins  observed  to  him  at  braakfiMt  that  ha  appeared  unwell^ 
and  Min  Mary  oould  but  notice  his  altered  manners,  for  though  aonAned  to  tha  toil  of  a 
country*hottsa,  yet  there  waa  the  germ  of  fiunily  ancestry  still  predominant. 

**  What  is  the  matter,  Morgan ;  why  not  plaee  confidence  in  your  friends  ?  " 

**  I  am  not  well,  sir,"  said  Morgan. 

**  Dear  ma ! "  said  Miss  Jenkins ;  **  what  can  a  young  man*'— .the  aolonr  rose  in  Moigan's 
laca  at  the  word  man,  and  anybody  who  knew  anything  of  tha  lair  daugbtera  and  sons  of 
Cambria,  know  how  easily  they  are  excited—**  like  you  have  to  causa  you  such  trouble?  I 
foar  you  are  caught—some  bright  Cambrian  eyes  hava  shad  their  lustre  over  you,  and  yon 
are  too  timid  boldly  to  fitoa  them.** 

**  Miss  Jenkins !  **  said  Morgad,  *'  I  have  soma  important  business  with  your  fiuhary  and 
that  of  a  nature  which  perhaps  should  not  meet  your  ear.'* 

**  What  mean  you,  Morgan,  by  this  trifling?  Mary,  I  daaira  you  will  not  quit  tha  room; 
and  now,  sir,  for  this  mighty  and  important  bnsinasi." 

'*  Perhaps,  sir,  to  save  further  trouble,  you  will  now  inform  ma  why  I,  who  am  antttlad  to 
a  baronetcy  and  large  estates  ?— nay,  sir,  do  not  intarmpt  me,"  obaarving  him  maka  a  aignfor 
Mary  to  leave  the  room,  **  it  was  by  your  orders  Miss  Jenkins  ramainad." 

**  I  am  aware  of  it;  but  she  had  better  retire.** 

**  As  you  please,  sir,**  said  Morgan. — Mary  quitted  the  room. 

**  I  wish  now,  Mr  Jenkins,  to  ask  you  a  plain  qnastian  ;  am  I,  or  am  I  not  tha  parson  I 
am  led  to  suppose  I  am?" 

**  Mr  Jenkins  hesitated  a  moment^and  than  said,  "  bow  aama  you  by  such  informatioii.'* 

*'  That  is  of  little  import,  sir,  but  I  am  convinced,  nay,  hava  it  in  my  fiither*s  own  writiiy  $ 
I  must,  therefore,  be  immediately  acknowledged  as  Sir  Edward  Morgan,  Baronat,  and  aia» 
have  laid  before  ma  a  proper  account  of  the  managaasent  of  affiurs.*' 

**  Well,  sir,'*  said  Mr  Jenkins,  **  supposing  all  this  to  be  true,  what  hava  you  to  aomphua 
of;  if  you  have  any  papers,  you  will  sea  on  what  oondition  tha  trust  is  made.** 

**  I  shall  complain  of  nothing,"  said  Sir  Henry,  who  must  not  raaaiva  his  title,  *<  provided 
my  request  is  aaeedad  to,  and  I  want  only  a  few  months  to  ba  of  age,  and  it  can  maka  no  iiU 
feranea  to  yon." 

In  the  last  assaition  of  Sir  Henry,  Mr  Jenkins'^  idaaa  did  not  azaatly  coincidoy  ha  hastily 
rose  from  his  seat,  and  left  the  room. 

So  far,  so  good,  thought  Sir  Henry,  and  I  must  now  prtpara  myself  for  another  aoana  of 
action,  he  made  quite  sure  that  Mr  Jenkins  would,  at  once,  aoeeda  to  his  proposition,  and  ha 
had  no  wish  to  injure  him  or  lessen  him  in  the  estimation  of  the  surrounding  gentry  ;  nay,  so 
for  did  his  generosity  go^  that  even  bad  his  money  baan  made  fiaa  with,  he  would  not  cara,  aa. 
that  the  property  was  secure,  his  mind  was  reliievad  from  one  burden,  and  ha  had  only  nam 
to  attend  to  the  movements  of  the  captain. 

Time  flaw  fest  iiway,  the  day  arrived  that  was  to  sea  tham  at  tha  aastta,  great  piaparatiooi 
had  been  made  by  Bflas  Jenkins,  and  everything  had  been  satiafectorily  arranged  batwaan  Sir. 
Henry  and  hb  guardian,  publicity  had  been  given  of  hb  taking  up  tha  titW^  and  of  hu 
J9jMMmnos  arpfopartya 

^^**'*'  ■-'mintthataatktthaywtf  itaAnA^tba- 
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cttentlon  that  politenett  warmited  ww  liberally  beitowad.  If  flbr  Henry  had  bten  lomewhat 
dallied  by  the  tight  the  ftnt  time  he  Titited  the  eastle,  he  waa  now  enduuted ;  whicherer  way 
lie  looked,  youth  and  beauty  met  hit  eye ;  for,  ahbongh  he  had  latteriy  been  accustomed  to 
the  company  of  the  neigh|x>uring  gentry,  yet  the  splendour  that  now  surrounded  him  most 
certainly  excited  admiration ;  and  if  Miaa  Llandovery  and  her  eousin  had  before  excited  sur^ 
piiae,  what  must  haTC  been  the  effect  now,  when  aided  by  all  that  art  could  do  ?  On  an  otto* 
man  on  a  small  dais  reclioed  Lady  Llandovery,  the  queen  of  the  fiury  scene ;  but  I  believe 
it  has  not  been  told  that  the  ball  had  been  ordered,  since  its  first  proposition,  that  it  should  be 
n  fimcy  one. 

The  moment  Sir  Henry  entered,  a  person  dressed  as  a  Welch  harper  whispered  in  his  ear, 
**  Watch  the  Turlc  with  the  blue  folds  in  his  turban,  and  also  lose  not  sight  of  the  fiiry  with 
the  green  and  white  rose.**  In  a  moment  the  harper  was  gone.  Sir  Henry  waa  apprised  by  hie 
firiend.  Sir  Edward,  of  his  sister^  and  coustn*s  costume,  but  they  were  not  let  into  the  secret 
c»f  his,  which  was  a  knight  of  the  twdfth  century.  It  was  not  fiiir,  Six  Edward  said,  in  reply 
to  a  question  put  by  Sir  Henry,  as  to  what  dress  the  captain  wore ;  it  would  spoil  all  the 
fun  if  the  parties  were  known.  Sir  Henry,  however,  had  had  hint  enough  for  him  not  to  be 
mistaken. 

Music  was  heard  in  an  adjoining  room,  and  two  large  doors  flew  open,  as  if  by  magic,  and 
the  scene  presented  to  the  view  was  one  of  oriental  splendour. 

A  aeene  so  novel  could  not  but  excite  much  surprise  in  the  mind  of  Henry  Morgan ;  tht 
bead  struck  up,  the  dancers  were  in  all  their  places ;  the  different  costumes  and  the  varie* 
gnftad  dresses,  together  with  the  general  movement,  was  indeed  a  sight  which  till  then  he  had 
pever  witnessed.  He  endeavoured  to  keep  bis  eye  upon  the  Turk,  the  hermil|  and  the  foiry 
The  danee  being  fimshed,  and  the  dancers  most  of  them  retired  to  the  refreshment  room.  Sir 
Henry  observed  the  Tark  linger  behind,  and  he  approached  the  fiury,  who  was  talking  to  a 
mendicant,  who  laughingly  asked  alms  of  her. 

**  Were  I  to  ask  a  boon,**  said  the  Turk,  **  I  would  crave  one  glance  from  thoee  bright 
gma  which,  though  obscured,  yet  pieree  through  the  thin  veil  which  shades  them.** 

Sir  Henry,  in  hb  costume  of  a  knight,  replied,—'*  And  were  so  daring  a  request  made  but 
in  earnest,  this  good  sword  should  answer  it.** 

The  harper  at  this  moment  appeared,  and  swept  the  strings  of  his  harp,  nnglng,-.. 

**  Away  »«w  wllb  eager  and  itrife! 
Bat  mark  well  theooiir  and  tbe  Cfaae. 
Be  carefol  to  wateh  for  your  lilSt, 
Aad  Ust  to  Om  b«Us  whcA  they  dusM,"— > 

and  In  a  whisper  smd,—««  Twelve."  The  Turk  had  walked  off  immediately  the  harper  Itmek 
tM  chords. 

Sir  Henry  understood  from  this  that  something  would  occur  about  tiie  hour  of  twdrr, 
and  therefore  cautioned  him  to  be  on  his  guard. 

The  hour  alluded  to  was  fkst  approaching,  when  the  Turk  was  seen  to  go  through  a  glasa 
door  into  the  gardens ;  the  knight  followed  close  at  his  heels,  but  lost  sight  of  him  as  he 
tttrned  quickly  round  a  corner.  Foiled  in  his  attempt  to  trace  the  steps  of  the  Turk,  the 
knight  leaned  against  a  tree^  irresolute  bow  to  aet,  when  he  saw  the  harper  approach,  who,  is 
pasting,  said^ 

•  Ab4  lisl  to  the  beUs  whea  they  ekhM.*» 

The*attention  of  ^the  knight  wes,  however,  soon  called  another  way,  for  he  thought  ho 
mw  the  figure  of  the  Turk  emerge  from  amidst  the  trees.  He  was  not  deceived ;  the  Turk  did 
oieos  the  path,  and  took  the  way  towards  the  saloon. 

Ihe  moment  Sir  Henry  lost  sight  of  the  Turk,  the  harper  apprpached,  and  said  a  note  had 
joat  been  delivered  to  Sir  Edward,  informing  him  that  some  particular  dfeumstanee  had 
occurred,  which  required  the  immediate  presence  of  the  captain  at  his  onde*s ;  not  a  momnt 
was  to  be  lost,  and  that  he  had  quitted  the  castle. 

Sir  Henry  was  well  aware  of  the  business  that  called  Capuin  Allen  away,  and  lost  no  tune 
la  following  him ;  and  by  a  few  extra  leaps  over  gates  and  ^u\i«^  coaVrw^eiiXA  wn«%  ^  ^fi» 
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bin ;  whea  thejr  bolh  taud  Uicir  fkoM  ft*  iSmommhSmg  IkMr  off  tlw  gullait  eapteli^  to 
vboiiH  oa  ki»ftiif«tl^  tii#cottag»  ipptsMd  to  koto  boto  iinrlod  :  bo  biiltoooi  and  olrvok  tbo 
door  wkh  mieb  ^loooo;  ond ot  IcMglk  bo  utrmtk  k  wMi  •  krgit  kjf  of  wood,  whiob  fticod 
it  open.  AU  koido  wot  dflok  and  dMory.  Tbo  ciytafanMod  Joad  oooiroliuno,  Mid 
bo  wooldftro  tboooMogo,  oadihool  tbofinOiptMoniboBiot  wMi,  baoriiod  loudly  far  o 
vbom  bo  bod  ovidtnllj  bvoogbt  with  bioi  for  tbo  pmpooo  ol  onistHig  bim  io  bio 
doiigiii }  oad  bowoiboordto  aoy,--^  Sbo  is  gooo^  Aoboo  iMopid  ibo;  bat  lot 
OMNbbo  Biodo in ovory pbwoi  oadb«w  io  iifo  pmiaA §m  bobvbo  iadt  hor*  MiaoAa 
must  ond  shall  be  1  ** 

7booldBMnaBd<9fir  Hoary  souooiy  biootbod;  Sii  Hoaiy  a»ialy  prcwod  tbronaoftho 
atiMr.  Tbo-  o^tobi  tasjoinod,  ■  **  Sanly  tboy  otait  bo  owroro  tba  Itttoio  murt  bo  iatfr- 
wiibid  00  It  wen  by  aacaolo;*'  ond  tboo  a  laoiaoaiwy  ghoai  of  tba  bmook 
ototftottbelbraHurooadovvytblaf  awthonaoaoaot  Hakapt  nnraigOBditonma|^i 
1^  loan  aeoident  a  oboir  ftU  ia  tbo  poiMge  vboto  Sir  Hauyonai 

••HarkI"  ofM  Ibe  ooptoia,  •^wboabafawoboio?  Stir  aotftt  your  Urorf*  aaAtks 
laport  of  o  pistol  wto  booid. 

'*  Fly,"  said  Sir  Henry ;  "  take  your  grand-daughter  with  you,  and  leaTO  tbo 
AMto,boitea««ytolfirjMatiaifor'*  He  tboaMepiiod  toward  witbaligbtia  bia 
rapidly  advancing  towards  the  door,  eollod  out,— >'  Wbo  is  tboso?  oad  wbabi 
ttMit  way  iato  tbo  eottago?  **  Then,  boldiag  ap  tha  light  ia  tbo  too  ^  iTiii  iUfstoi  ka 
«MbdnMd,_'*  S»b»l  oad  is  it  tbo  galiaat  CapOM  AUe»  wto  oob  ^it  tbo-aploadi* 
MoiB,  wboro  boaaty  sbods  its  rays  of  brtUioat  lastro?  Boos  tbo  faigb  aad  lofty 
dosoond  to  artifioo  ta  bJind  the  friends  he  was  ooaspoUsd  to  loaao»  oad  liuis  ti»aBsbaag<a  bit 
aharostss  torn  to  proad  aad  baagbty  Tark  to  tbat  of  a  raidnigbt  labbor^— i 
Was  it  to  this  you  left  tbo  eostlo,  to  aid  aad  assist  a  poor  old  ana  mA  an  aaprataolod 
from  the  nightly  depredator  1  '*  , 

•*EBoggli,  eaoogbl"  orisd  tko  oaptak:  ''you,  it  sooais,  have  beoa  hsfiiabaad  witb 
me !  Who  would  havo  thought  the  neek  and  gentle  Sir  Bovy  would  kasa  soontod  oat  to 
laotty  roM,  sad  be  tbo  first  to  tsste  its  swoets?" 

'*  Hold ! "  cried  Sir  Henry,  <*  I  have  oo  time  for  porioy.  Tbo  poisou  to  wboai.  jMtaUada 
is  not  here;  sho  is  oia  this  in  saftty.'* 

The  captain  drew  out  a  pistol,  when  Sir  Henry  struck  his  arm ; — it  fell,  and  in  explodii^ 
wounded  one  of  the  captain's  companions. 

'*  Tou  shall  answer  this  elsewhere,"  said  the  enmged  eoptain. 

«*  Whenever  you  think  proper,"  replied  Sir  Henry. 

Dudng  thaso  brioC  evoats,  tlie  Castle  of  Llandovery  had  bocomaa  ooooa  o# 
Both  Sir  Henry  and  the  captain  were  missed,  and  some  awkward  surmises  were  sftoatl 
ladies  had  left  off  dancing,  aJod  the  late  scene  of  mirth  sad  gaiety  waa  fcutaod  lata  aofb>i 
and  death. 

The  ontrance  of  Captain  Allen  in  the  ball-room — he  entered  with  a  talloa  air»  aad  aait 
bis  eyes  around  him,  as  if  to  ascertain  if  Sir  Henry  was  there ;  he  was,  boaapss,  atoft 
assailed  by  seversl  gentlemen,  who  required  an  explanation  of  what  appearod  to  ha  bo  tban  m 
wystsry.  No  information  was  or  oould  be  obtained,  and  Sir  Henry  now  onioring^  wm  saf« 
rounded  by  the  same  party,  who  were  anxious  to  come  at  the  cause  of  the  iTirtppisrMMW  al 
himself  and  the  captain. 

'*  I  refer  you,**  said  Sir  Henry,  ^  to  the  galhmt  eaptaih,  who  will  not  fail  to  gratify  you.* 

Tbis,howevoi^  waa  refusod  by  the  o^^taln  ;  he  had  too  much  iatsaest  in  siaw  bo  iisiibiot  bis 
awn  oonduoi  in  tbo  roseat  transaction. 

The  party  soon  broke  up.  Sir  Henry  quiokly  arrived  at  his  guaadioa's ;  aad  aa  tlae  ooaiit 
af  tba  following-day  all  pastioa  mat,  whoa  Sir  Henry  waa  put  lata  ^laifiifra  nf  oil  hh  pn^ 
|Mity ;  tba  grandforhsr  aC  tbo  ocpbaa  waa  provided  to  to  lifo|  oad  Sir  H&mf 
tehMd  of  to  Cbili^i  Mbid. 
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TowABDt  the  doM  of  the  i6th  century  a  horrid  castom  prevaDed  oa  the  cottt  of  Corawilly  of 
liriiig  vesselt  to  their  dettmction  hi  Btormy  weather,  by  liutenhig  a' lantern  to  a  horsed  head,. 
■nd  leading  it  abont  on  the  top  of  the  cliffih  ki  order  that  the  bewildered  mariner,  tniitaking  it 
ftra  light  of  a  vemA,  might  be  induced  to  shape  hii  course  towards  it.  This  atrocious  ezpc* 
dfent  was  often  successful.  The  deroted  crew  dreamed  not  of  their  danger  until  warned  of  it^ 
too  hte,  by  the  foamhig  breakers  that  bunt  upon  them  from  the  shore ;  and  the  veuel  speedily 
Ibseame  the  prey  of  a  set  of  mttiless  barbarians,  who,  to  secure  themselves  impunity  in  their 
phmder,  often  murdered  those  who  escaped  drowning,  and  then  called  theb  booty  a  *  Ood-send.'* 
p.  In  a  small  hovel,  on  the  craggy  shore  of  a  deep  and  dangerous  bay  on  the  coast  of  Cornwall^ 
dwelt  one  of  these  wretches— an  old  and  hardened  desperado,  who  united  in  himself  the  fisher- 
man, the  smuggler,  and  the  wrecker,  but  the  last  was  his  favourite  occupation :  and  such  waa 
tfM  confidence  of  his  companions  in  his  experience  in  this  capacity,  that  he  was  usually 
appointed  their  leader,  and  rarely  failed  in  his  office.  His  wife,  too,  encouraged  him,  and  not 
nft«quently  aided  him  in  his  iniquitous  exploits.  Disgusted  with  the  wickedness  of  lua 
parents,  their  only  son  left  his  home  in  early  lijfo,  and  sought  to  obtain  an  honourable  subsis- 
tence as  the  mate  of  a  West  faidian  trader. 

K  was  at  a  period  when  a  long  and  profitless  summer  and  autumn  had  nearly  passed  away, 
that  Terloggao,  like  the  vulture,  ever  watchful  for  his  prey,  was  more  than  usually  observant 
of  the  signs  of  the  heavens ;  nor  was  any  one  more  capable  than  himself  of  discovering  the 
most  distant  indications  of  a  tempest.     Nature  had  for  several  months  wore  a  placid  and  most 
encouraging  aspect.    The  soft  and  azure  sky  seemed  to  rest  upon  the  transparent  sea,  and  the 
ilowly  expanding  waves  swept  with  slow  murmurings  along  the  shining  sands  of  the  deep  bay 
with  a  wild  and  monotonous  plashing,  that  seemed  to  strike  like  the  voice  of  a  prophecy  upon 
the  ear.     Not  more  hateful  were  the  glorious  beams  of  the  orb  of  day  to  the  fallen  Lucifer,  as 
described  by  our  great  poet,  than  was  the  quiescent  state  of  nature  to  the  dark  mind  of  Ter- 
loggan«     In  his  impatience  he  cursed  the  protracted  season  of  tranquillity,  and  hailed  the 
approaching  period  of  storms  as  more  congenial  not  only  to  the  ''gloomy  temper  of  his  soul," 
bat  to  his  interests.     At  length  he  saw,  with  a  smile  of  savage  satisfaction,  the  sun  sink  ia 
angry  red  beneath  the  dim  and  cloudy  horizon;   heard  with  secret  exultation  the  hollow 
murmuring  of  the  wind,  and  beheld  the  blackening  waves  rising  into  fury,  and  lashing  the  lofty 
jocks  with  their  ascending  spray.     As  the  night  advanced  in  chaotic  darlmess,  the  horrors  of 
the  tempest  increased,  and  the  long  and  loud  blast  of  the  contending  elements  rung  out  upoa 
^e  car  like  the  death-knell  of  a  departed  soul.    *'  Now*s  thy  time,**  ejaculated  the  old  hag,  hi» 
wife,,,"go,  thy~ways7out~upon  the  difls,  there's  death  in  the  wind."     Terioggan  speedily 
eqiupped^himsel^  and  ascended  the  steep  promontory  at  the  entrance  of  the  l>ay.    The  usual 
expedient  was  resorted  toY'and  he  soon  observed  a  light  at  sea  as  if  to  answer  to  his  signaL 
Bis^prey^scemedalready  in  his  grasp.     The  light  evidently  approached  nearer ;  and  before  an 
liour  had^elapsed,  the  white  close-reefed  sails  of  the  vessel  could  be  dimly  discovered  through 
the  darkness,  and  the  appalling  07  of  the  seamen  at  the  discovery  of  Uieir  danger  distinctly 
beard,  signaUguns  of  distress  were  immediately  fired,  and  the  loud  commands,  '*  All  hands  on 
deck,  and  about  sbip,*'^were  vocifcratea  in  vviid  de^pair.^  Every  cx^Uv^^^^^&tl.^^'^n.^^^v^'^^ 
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vessel  from  the  shore ;  but  the  redeeming  moment  wot  past,  the  ehip  wm  completely  embayed, 
and  neither  strength  nor  skill  were  of  any  avail  in  averting  her  impending  fate.  In  a  few 
minutes  a  tremendous  crash,  and  a  heartrending,  but  fruitless,  cry  for  help,  announeed  the 
horrid  catastrophe ;  and  the  last  flashing  signal-gun  revealed  for  a  moment  a  89ene  which 
cannot  be  described.  The  stranded  vessel,  hurled  repeatedly  against  the  jagged  rocks  of  the 
bay,  soon  parted ;  the  waves  dashed  over  her  shatttred  hull  with  relenUesa  fury,  bearing  to  the 
shore  the  scattered  cargo,  broken  pieces  of  the  wreck,  and  the  tattered  rigging ;  whilst  the 
mmgled  shrieks  of  the  drowning,  blended  with  the  roar  of  the  conflicting  elements^  roee  npon 
the  ear  like  the  despairing  cries  of  an  army  of  dying  Tftans. 

There  was  one,  however,  in  whose  eyes  such  a  scene  was  joyoua— in  whose  ears  ioch  aoaDda 
were  melody— and  that  being  was  Terloggan.  He  waited  impatiently  until  the  stora  had 
somewhat  ahated*  and  when  silence  began  to  faidicate  that  the  work  of  death  was  well  nigh 
over,  he  descended  the  well-known  cliffs  to  dart  upon  his  prey.  Unmoved  by  the  horrid 
spectacle  (for  the  moon  had  broken  from  the  clouds  by  which  she  had  before  been  concealed^ 
hm  stood  awhile  gazing  upon  the  scene  of  desolation  around  him  as  if  at  a  loss  where  fisit  to 
b^gin  his  work  of  rapine.  6ut  to  his  surprise  and  momentary  dismay  there  was  yet  one  fiviof 
aoul  on  board,  who»  should  .he  survive,  would  interpose  between  him  andhis  hardHeamed  booty, 
and  who  was  even  now  loudly  supplicating  his  aasistanoe.  To  despatch  this  unhappy  Greatnrc 
in  his  exhausted  and  helpless  condition  was  a  resolution  no  sooner  formed  then  executed. 
"Whilst  he  was  appearing  to  aid  his  escape  from  the  jaws  of  death,  one  stroke  of  his  ha^fer  laid 
liim  a  livid  and  mutilated  corse  upon  the  sands  before  him.  Terloggan  then  rifled  the  pockets 
of  his  victim,  took  a  ring  from  his  finger,  and  laden  with  the  most  portable  artidea  of  pIvMkr. 
retraced  his  footsteps  to  his  hut. 
.  •*  What  luck?**  exclaimed  his  fiend-like  helpmate,  as  he  crossed  the  tbceshold  of  tbe  doer. 

"  Never  better,**  rejoined  Terioggan,  pointing  to  his  booty. 

He  then  described  the  success  of  his  hellbh  stratagem  without  even  eonceaUnif  the  paiii- 
Gulars  of  the  murder ;  after  which  he  displayed  some  pieces  of  foreign  gold  coin,  nod  the  ring 
which  he  had  taken  from  the  finger  of  the  stranger.  **  Give  me  the  light,  Meg,'*  said  tlw  boary 
villain.  The  hag  obeyed.  But  no  sooner  had  he  examined  the  ring  than  he  reoogaised  its 
form  and  certain  marks  upon  it.  His  countenance  changed,  and  with  a  groan  of  syony  he 
quickly  handed  it  to  his  wife.  She  knew  too  well  from  whose  hand  it  must  have  been  taken, 
and  after  glancing  at  it  for  a  moment,  yelled  out  with  supernatural  energy,  **  Ob  my  eon,  nsy 
poor  son  !**  and  fell  senseless  at  the  feet  of  her  husband.  Terloggan  endeavoured  to  master  his 
foelings  until  the  fact  could  be  ascertained.  He  arose  with  the  dawn,  and  hastened  to  the  spot 
where  he  had  left  the  murdered  corse.  It  was  indeed  his  son.  The  stroke  of  retribotioa  h«l 
been  complete.  Overwhelmed  by  despair,  and  stung  by  remorse,  to  which  his  heart  bad 
before  been  impervious,  he  determined  on  self-destruction.  A  few  days  afterwards  his 
body  was  found  among  the  rocks,  and  interred  on  the  spot  where  he  had  peipetreted  hia  last 
deed  of  blood. 

*  The  chief  incidents  of  this  terrible  story  are  still  narrated  in  the  neighhonrbood  which  waa  the 
icene  of  its  hero*s  manifold  atrocities.  His  wretched  wife  perished  a  few  weeks  afterwarda  by 
the  fall  of  her  hut,  occasioned  by  one  of  those  dreadful  storms  which  she  and  her  savage  help* 
mate  had  so  frequently  invoked. 
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"The  day 
'Will  come  when  Virtiie  from  the  cloud  shall  burst, 
That  long  obscured  her  beams ;  when  Sin  shall  fly 
Back  to  her  native  hell ;  there  sink  eclipsed 
In  penal  darkness ;  where  no  star  shall  rise, 
Nor  eyer  sunshine  pierce  the  impervious  gloom." 

R.  Glthv. 


LONDON: 
VUBLISHED  BY  J.  CLEMENTS,  LITTLE  PULTENEY  STREET, 

FOR   THE    PROPRIETORS 'op 

THE    ROMANCIST   AND    NOVELIST'S    LIBRARY. 

1841. 


n  ; 


THE 


BOMANCE  OF  THE  CASTLE. 


CHAPTER  L 


i! 
Thy  win  be  done,  ihemgk  w  her  Iom  deptore.**— Ak o«* 

*«  Tie  eed'edtctee. 
Aad  ie,  aa4  «Mt  be  ■oeA."<^PtTBOiBALD» 


Xju»day  at  leogUi  arrived,  so  sorrowfully  oxpected  by^the  Coniit  de  Gfas«.  wfaidi  wu  t»  eon* 
TBf  himself,  and  family  hs  from  the  chateau  of  St  Croix. 

The  Countett  de  Gras  with  t«ar»  In  her  eyes  stepped  ioto  the  carriage^  and  wbUit 
taking  a  laat  larewell.  of  the  soenea  of  happier  times,  the  earHage  slowly  poTed  up  the  yene- 
Table  avenue  of  trees  which  shaded  the  north  wmg  of  the  chateau.  They  proceeded  for  mfles 
along,  a  dreary  forest,  the  family  barely  exchanging  a  single  syllable,  till  at  length  Leonora  brokv 
th»  unhappy  silence  by  saying,  **  Pray,  dear  father,  how  far  have  we  to  travel  over  this  dreary 
fevett  ?  I  am  already  quite  tired,  and  am  much  afraid,  that  we  shall  be  attacked.**  Her  (kther 
kindly  comforted  her»  and  told  her  not  to  apprehend  the  least  danger,  as  people  frequentljr 
tfiavetJed  that  road^  and  nobody  was  ever  known  to  be  robbed.  These  balmy  words  recondlect 
ibeonora  to  her  miserable  journey,  and  she  now  passed  with  heedless  unconcern  over  tte 
loaely  forest».wkish»  after  winding  for  miles,  brought  them  at  last  into  a  narrow  bye  road.  Th» 
postillion  inquired  which  road  to  take,  and  being  directed,  puuued  his  weary  journey  through 
narrow  sandy  hues,  wliich»  from. the  oppressive  beat  of  the  sun,  which  liad  now  attained  its 
meridian  glory,  were  rendered  particularly  unpleasant. 

The  Countess  de  Gras.  having  awoke  fh>m  a  kind  ref^shing  sleep,  which  steeped  her  senses 
ifita  a  temporary  oblivion  of  the  miserable  causes  of  her  journey,  gently  asked  her  husband  hoir 
flu*  she  had  to  go 'before  she  would  reach  the  plaoe  of  her  destinartion  ?  She  complained  of  being 
very  mnob  fatigued,  and  wished  to  complete  her  sad  journey. 

Afe  laat,  alter  a.  mournful  ride,  they  came  in  sight  of  the  vUIsl  It  was  a  small  cottage 
aitnated  at  the  base  of  a.  stupendous  mountain,  whose  stunmit  was  fringed  with  waving 
aslk  and  other  light  shrubs :  a  little  wood  surrounded  the  mansion,  a  view  from  which  was 
Modered  peouliarly  pleasant  by  the  delightful  lawn  before  it,  through  which  winded  in  a  ser* 
peniine  diieotion  a  beautiful  clear  stream. 

The  position  of  the  place  was  altogether  vastly  agreeable,  but  ill  corresponded  with  the 
atately  chateau,  grand  park,  and  mi^estio  avenue  of  trees  which  shaded  the  north  wing  of  the 
eoateau,  and  which  marked  tlie  features  of  the  count's  family  domain.  The  postillion  having 
driven  up  to  the  door,  the  Count  de  Gras  and  family  proceeded  to  examine  the  apartments, 
wiiich  they  found  to  their  utmost  satisfaction,  most  comfoftably  fitted  up,,  which  in  their  pre* 
tent  situation  was. all  they  desired. 

After  supper  was  finished,  the  count  desired  to  speak  a  few  words  with  Henry,  who  retired 
instantly  with  bis  lather. -AfVer  a  short,  pause,  Henry  broke  the  unhappy  silence  by  asking 
kis  U.theri  in  a  mild  tone  of  voice,  what  were  his  commends  ? 

The  count  satisfied  his  request  thus  :— 

"  It  materially  concerns  me  that,  during  this  my  present  lonely  solitude,  I  am  forced  to  pUtt 
with,  one  of  n^,  dearest  comforts.  I  had  fondly  anticipated  that  your  society  in  this  dreary 
pjiace  wouUl  hare  greatly  contributed  to  ward  off  the  sorrows  of  fate  with  which  I  am  at  presetit 
•aheavily  <^l)p:qHp4^  ^ot  I  am  denied  my  Uit  ha:9fV]DMft»   .V)ok!Vi^x^w^«^^^^^^;«^'^^ 
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eokmel  of  yottr  regiineilt'reqaefting  yonr  immediate  presence,  as  the  regiment  is  ordered  on 
foreign  service,  and  yonr  name  is  marked  to  go.  I  cannot  infKnge  on  the  articles  of  war»  or 
be  so  foolish  against  reason,  or  so  ungenerous  to  my  child,  as  to  wish  him  to  stay  away.  No, 
my  dear  son,  no  1  If  I  was  not  in  the  circunstances  which  I  am  In  now,  I  should  rejoice  in 
happy  pleasure  that  my  dear  child  should  have  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself,  and  per- 
forming the  duties  of  liis  profession  with  honour  to  his  family  and  credit  to  himself  for  which 
his  heart  now  so  ardently  pants.  But  I  now  cannot  but  deplore  the  stem  decree,  which  I  am 
concerned  to  ad^  is  farrevocable ;  and  as  yon  will  probably  stay  some  little  thna  at  tlie  depdt, 
previous  to  your  departure ;  as  you  Will  be  consequently  mhEOd  with  a  numerout  society  of 
youog  officers,  who  will  no  doubt  exhort  you  to  follow  their  military  amusements  and  disri- 
patedlife,  which  in  your  present  circumstances  would  but  m  suit  yon,  and  indeed  in  gay 
reflect  but  little  honour,  «and  afford  but  small  satisfaction  hereafter ;  and  as  I  think  a  little 
advice  from  the  lips  of  a  father,  who  values  the  happiness  of  his  son  above  all  other  thingt>. 
will  not  be  grating  to  your  feelings,  I  shall  take  this  opportunity  before  yon  depart  of  giving 
you  some  slight  hints  with  respect  to  your  conduct,  which  I  know  you  will  thankfully  embrace 
and  willingly  follow." 

«  My  dear  father,"  said  Henry,  "rely  on  my  integrity  and  strength  of  mind  to  follow  your 
Indulgent  advice ;  and  believe  me,  that  when  far  distant  from  you  all,  I  shall  often  look  back 
with  pleasure  to  those  hours  In  which  I  received  the  parental  advice  of  a  most  kind,  afl^e- 
tionate,  and  indulgent  father  t  Believe  me,  my  dear  parent,  that  when  ftr  from  you  aR  I  shalf 
oflen  think  of  you  and  drop  a  tear  as  memory  will  recall  the  subject  of  your  affection  f  Yonr  just 
admonitions  may  I  ever  religiously  follow,  not  only  from  respect  to  yon,  but  in  relatloD  to  ny^ 
future  happiness  T 

The  Count  de  Gras  said,  '^  I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  the  integrity  of  your  assertions,  nor 
the  ingenuousness  of  your  nature,  and  am  so  well  convinced  of  the  strength  of  your  mind,  that 
your  noble  pride  might  perhaps  suggest  that  my  present  hints  are  useless ;  but  as  expertcace 
can  alone  wholly  form  the  mhid,  and  as  I  have  sorrowfoOy  run  its  ganntlet,  I  can  faitfafelly 
inform  you  of  the  fiUal  illusions  of  theory,  and  how  exten^vely  they  differ  firom  practice* 
Your  youth,  relation,  and  Inexperience  have  an  ample  claim  on  my  attention ;  and  as  it 
concerns  the  welfare  of  my  affectionate  son,  I  hope  you  will  listen  to  those  dfctatei  of  expe- 
rience which  I  am  bound  by  nature  to  give  you. 

**  Let  it,  my  dear  boy,  be  yonr  first  study  and  care  to  instruct  yourself  in  that  part  of  your 

profession  which  will  be  the  most  likely  to  be  called  into  action :  the  other  yon  em  stndy  at 

leisure.    Pay  a  proper  respect  to  your  superiors  In  rank,  as  for  as  military  etfqoette  and  the 

principles  of  good  breeding  will  prescribe.     Receive  all  the  advice  which  their  experience  will 

enable  them  to  give  you  with  gratitude.    And  as  I  should  wish  you  to  be  conteons  and 

obliging  to  all,  still  nevertheless  f  am  not  anxious  to  instil  in  yonr  mind  the  worthless  prfn* 

ciples  of  an  abject  courtesy  and  servile  submission  to  your  superiors :  ^discover  a  proper  spirit, 

and  treat  them  with  becoming  modesty,  and  suffer  no  man  to  take  a  liberty  with  yen  with 

impunity.     Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not  be  too  scrutinous  in  your  observations,  aand  too 

sensible  in  your  penetration,  which  may  sometimes  lead  a  young  man  Into  error ;  fbr  numy  are 

led  away  by  a  ruinous  and  fatal  opinion,  that  if  a  duel  does  not  mark  the  commeoeemeiit  of 

their  military  career,  they  will  soon  acquire  the  character  of  a  coward.     How  abtard  and 

ridiculous !  May  you  never,  my  dear  Henry,  pay  court  to  the  votaries  of  so  fatal  a  pasdoD. 

Cool  intrepidity  and  a  delicate  sense  of  honour  are  not  exemplified  In  an  ardent  wish  and 

sanguine  thirst  after  duelling :   a  brave  man  will  always  decline  fighting ;  his  courage  wfll 

suggest  that  the  best  restoratives  which  can  be  applied  to  his  wonnded  pride,  are  an  amicable 

reconciliation  and  honourable  interference.     Be  kind  and  candid  with  your  men ;  show  a  spirit 

of  strict  duty  in  the  field,  but  on  other  occasions  put  off  the  commanding  tone  and  aathori- 

lative  demeanour  of  the  offloer.  and  assume  the  appearance  of  the  friend ;  oonciliaCe  thei^ 

affections,  make  them  both  ready  to  obey  and  zealous  to  do  anything  for  yon.     With  yoor 

equals  be  friendly  and  sociable :  do  not  profess  too  great  an  affection  for  any  of  yonr  brother 

efBcers  till  you  have  put  to  the  test  their  merits  and  demerits.     Curb  your  passfoos^  aid 

adulge  in  no  vidons  excesses;  avoid  the  seductive  charms,  and  cheek  the  fatal  prepeaiitisib 

whkbMnJl^gh9^mnhl9  attoidants  on  a  military  career.    So  many  are  the  teeentivea  whkh 

-^—'^^   ^*^  f  Y- -«^-—  ^-nr ^ "^ i^-^tri -ft -^-ni iirt IWiittfm  Uriit Hmji ^ml 
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Bot  the  voice  of  reiioo,  but  ran  headlong  down  a  precipice  of  deslractioii :  plnoged  iato  the 
Tortex  of  diisipatton,  in  Tain  may  yon  endeavour  to  emerge  from  it ;  reaaon  triei  in  vain  to 
reaume  her  seat  in  the  raclied  brain  and  perturbed  imagination  of  the  abandoned  wretch  ;  and 
still  more  avoid,  my  dear  Henry,  the  more  dangerous  propensities,  intoxication,  gaming,  and 
seduction.  To  dwell  too  long  on  the  subject  of  these  vices,  would  instigate  you  to  believe  that 
I  am  doubting  the  strength  of  your  mind  in  resisting  them.  I  shall  conoiude  this  my  long 
advice  by  assuring  you,  that  as  you  advance  in  manhood,  and  as  experience  withdraws  the  fasci* 
Dating  veil  of  youthful  imagination,  you  wfll  find  that  all  the  pleasures  and  hopes  of  this  gay  and 
alluring  world  end  altogether  in  tasteless  vanity  and  pitiable  disappointment.  The  wearied  plea- 
surist  sinks  beneath  the  languor  of  his  enjoyments ;  the  haggard  looks  and  wily  casts  of  the 
gamester's  features  strongly  denote  the  foulness  of  his  intentions.  Perhaps  you  might  read  in 
his  countenance  the  traits  of  a  once -amiable  and  virtuous  youth ;  but  now  every  ray  of  hope, 
every  prospect  of  recovery,  is  darkened  by  the  ways  which  the  practices  of  that  horrid  vice  led 
him  into.  Again,  multiplied  and  diversified  as  are  the  scenes  of  pleasure,  they  cannot  ever  exist : 
the  matured  mind  is  soon  disgusted  wi^  the  perpetual  round  of  dancing  and  feasting ;  it  feels 
an  inclination  to  steal  away  from  the  infections  of  vice  and  the  blandishments  of  seduction. 
That  friendship  also  which  links  together  the  military  by  the  bonds  of  vice  and  wickedness,  is 
soon  dissolved ;  the  seeds  of  enmity  are  often  sown  for  those  of  sincerity ;  and  those  individuals 
who  once  went  by  the  common  appellation  of  sworn  friends  in  the  circle  of  their  dissipatM 
pursuits  are  now  bitter  foes,  and  exploring  every  engine  of  malice  by  which  they  may  hurl 
destruction  on  each  other.  I  well  know  that  my  dear  Henry  will  never  profess  so  dishonour* 
able  an  intimacy  with  anybody ;  at  least  I  trust  not ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  criminal  and 
absurd  than  to  assert  those  things  which  are  ibreign  to  our  mind.** 

Henry  was  deeply  affected  at  the  picture  of  iniquity  which  his  father  had  so  Justly  drawn. 
He  said  that  he  was  concerned  to  reflect  on  the  unsteady  actions  and  vicious  practices  of  the 
military ;  and  added,  that  he  sincerely  and  ardently  hoped  he  would  never  disgrace  himself  so 
mnch,  and  wound  the  peace  of  his  family  by  foUowmg  any  wicked  life  or  dissipated  liabits. 

The  count  taking  hold  of  Henry's  hand,  whilst  the  big  tear  of  affection  rolled  heavily  in 
his  eye,  said,  **  Accept,  my  dearest  Henry,  my  beet  thanks !  You  have  nuide  your  mother, 
your  sister,  and  myself  all  happy.  I  can  rely  on  your  confidence,  and  consign  you  to  the 
storms  of  fate  and  worldly  temptations  in  perfect  and  strong  reliance  oo  your  virtue  and  lo- 
gennousness.'*  The  count,  looking  at  his  watch,  was  astonished  to  find  that  it  was  so  late. 
He  proceeded  with  Henry  to  the  supper  room,  which  was  involved  in  solemn  obscurity,  Ibr 
the  faint  glimmerings  of  the  dying  taper  had  long  been  extinct.  Tlie  countess  and  Leonora 
bad  retired,  leaving  the  count  with  Henry,  thinking  that  he  had  something  of  importance  ta 
communicate  to  him.  Nor  was  it  long  afterwards  before  the  father  and  son  paid  nature's 
tribute.  They  both  passed  a  very  restless  night ;  the  one  reflecting  on  the  short  time  that 
he  should  have  to  indulge  in  the  pleasure  of  his  son's  society,  the  other  reflecting  and  pon- 
dering in  his  mind  the  weight  of  his  affectionate  speech.  He  was  resolved  to  follow  what  his 
ikther  had  taken  such  pains  to  inculcate  on  his  mind,  was  determined  to  vanquish  the  pas- 
sions of  youth,  and  combat  with  the  difBculties  of  his  station  in  life. 

He  awoke  early  the  next  morning,  for  the  sun  gleaming  on  his  windows,  which  fronted  the 
east,  summoned  him  to  rise  from  the  couch  of  the  drowsy  god.  He  awoke,  and  dressing 
himself;  took  a  walk  on  the  Uwn,  and  was  most  agreeably  surprised  at  meeting  his  sister 
Leonora,  who  had  also  risen  to  taste  the  sweet  refreshing  dew  of  the  balmy  mornhig. 

Leonora  approached  him,  and  taUng  hold  of  his  arm,  said,  *•  How  do  you  do,  my  dear 
brother?  What  a  lovely  morning  Is  this  !  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  yon  up  so  eariy,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  you  have  not  slept  well ;  your  eyes  look  heavy,  your  spirits  are  dejected :  tell  me^ 
my  dearest  brother,  what  is  the  cause  of  this  uneashiess?  Great  indeed  U  the  common 
misfortune  of  our  afflicted  family,  but  this  is  some  unusual  calamity.  What  is  it  ?  Can  I  assist 
yon  ?    Can  I  give  you  any  consfoft  T* 

Henry  replied,  **  Charming,  adorable  Leonora  t  cease  to  discompose  yoursdf ;  yon  shall  pre- 
sently be  acquaUited  with  all,  if  yon  wiQ  but  sit  down  nnder  the  shade  of  this  venerable  oak  tree.** 

Leonora,  who  eagerly  swallowed  np  every  expression  that  escaped  his  lips»  was  fanpallent 
to  know  h&  tale.  Henry  sat  down  by  her  side,  and  briefly  told  her  of  the  Ofder  whidh  €«(q^ 
hiatojoiohliitgfaMBi  MitwasiwMdliJleijoitetdMiwrikft. 
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Uqmffi.tailJiiU>»fti«MlolUtr%aiid4ai4  •*  Wiayo«b»  ••.onitb  dm  bittk«r,  atto^ 
le««ejii»alo«iin  lW»toUlftiy«M«?  Wm  y^  evila^  joiiniU  A(9»' )m  wlioi  litd  fe«% 
reMd  •!)  kw»  iM^M^oC  fliiD^  hitpi^ilMfli  s^^  But  craci  ilU  1  tay  I    Na«  1  «* 

not ipeMi  ili&  k  iiUi» c— iwipd  cf  yoni;  ti^NMriMik  ai4 MyM  h»«>  iwgifid  in th» 
of  arm,  it  ki  y«iw  dutgr  t«  Iblkiv  it  up  wUb^  H^iriit.''    A  wJ^.  pwipad  her  t  riia  laiA 
waick  for  onBiMyMMidBadia  her  auiid  ihtLhappsf^iliM  iniMsh^  lliwy  <hpiaM>hMfh<Aii  Mi 
miiilArv  aarauL 

*<Ca»yoaBaliliyial^thftWaifcaBWDlhhMiger?  0(h»  caory^tt  — 4  falga- ao—  wMa  ta 
foUaiathaaa?" 

•^Thai  ia  qnila  hapfMBthlr,*  f^ywaaA Heni^  *'aalha  ragteiaal  «  widaroraan  to 
iixupedUUelj^" 

•^ Ohi  ilUhtadtiBBa^  Oh,  aiqwiita  aiiaary  T  eaabianad  LaoMMa.,  «« Addad  «a.  tha 
uoexaiD^Qd haaeaara  and rfwiainy  laflBNtegat  laaa foccad  ta bid  a  tandar  adiaa  ta  aqr 49mv 
Heary,--a)Ba  li  parhapa  a  laal  adiau.  Panahasea  I  may  aamf  aaa  Idoi-a^aift;  ha  um^bm 
bttrted  io  ihft  cuiiia  of  IhaA  bloody  caaoaga  thafc  Mwita  hha.  Tha  Uaedhif  woaa  o#  anr 
fagHiiy^  wiU  BQvef  be driad vp*.  woe  opoiv woe,  mirary  upon  misery*.  Ob,  Heary*  haw  iUI  I 
suppoft  myaeif  during  yooe  Umg  abiaoea  ?  at  tbia  tuuo  I  feel  it  with  cs^aitite  aeoaihiliiy»  Itm 
be  aura  a  virtuoaa  gad  aflbdionate  father  aad  mother  will  be  left  ta  conaola  ma;  bofe  atil^. 
wbaa  tenUy  duibiea  oooupy  thair  attention,  and  whan  woeldly  affairaoalL  tham  away  from  bm^ 
who  have  I  to^  waJkk  with— with  whom  may  I  converaa?  Alaa^l  th^  oslyv  paiaott  whiafa  lthi& 
natuTO  bcetowed  oa  mrv  aa  it  were,  to  alleviata  tha  hardthipa  of  thb  plaoa^  ia  noah  goiag  ta^ 
leave  roe  to.  myadf  and  to  my  sad  redectioDs.  Be  it  so ;  it  is^  the  fata  of  your  profinaioii^  wA 
I  will  cease  to  wound  your  feelings  with  my  feminine  waakaeaa.  May  my  latlam  ooasKf  a& 
the-  intelligenoe  whioh  this  lonesome  plaoo  will  afford,  whilst  I  shall  embraoa  yousa  with 
rapturous  delight,  and  dwell  on  their  contents  with  aa  aflectionatia  solidtude  and  childlik 
sorrow ;  I  say  sorrOw,  because  it  will  remind  me  of  the  precarious  situation  in  whioh  yoa  an. 
placed,  and  of  the  miseries,  hardships^  and  insults  of  your  station ;  but  I  trusi  X  shall  oAm 
hear  from  you.** 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  sister^  that  every  leisure  moment  I  h&ve  to  spara-  shall  be  i^ftdiratfd 
to  the  duties  of  our  sacred  correspondence^** 

The  hour  of  breakfast  being  now  at  hand,  our  young  couple  dowly  moved  to  the  hambla 
mansion,  where  they  found  their  father  and  mother,  who  had  baao  anaioualy  awaiUng  thaB» 
They  were  eagerly  interrogated  where  they  had  been. 

Henry  said  that  they  had  both  taken  a  long  walk,  being  induced  by  the  peculiar  beauty  and 
mildness  of  the  morning. 

The  count  and  countess  hod  been  up  about  an  hour,  during  which  period  the  count  ooohi 
monicated  to  madame  the  subject  of  last  night's  conversation  with  Henry.  She  was  daep^ 
afflicted  at  the  sudden  departure  of  her  son,  but  acquiesced  in  humble  resignation,  to  tha  fiiita 
of  his  profession. 

Thf  party  sat  down  to  a  comfortable  and  homely  repast  The  luxurious  viands  that  foa- 
rnerly  covered  the  table  of  the  count,  the  rich  wines  that  sparkled  in  the  cup,  the  eostjy 
mugnidcenoe  of  the  furniture,  and  tho  st^ly  pageantiy  of  the  attendants,  were  now  exchanged 
for  a  plain  and  family  meal,  home-made  wines,  and  simple  furniture ;  two  veneralde  and 
faithful  domestics  supplied  the  place  of  an  host  of  pampered  and  treacherous  menials,  and 
only  one  solitary  carriage  was  the  relic  of  the  display  of  his  former  lordly  equipage.  But 
this  was  not  all  that  hurt  him  ;  this  part  of  his  deprivation  he  would  have  willingly  passed 
over ;  but  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  instigated  this  reverse  of  fortune  were  enough  %tk 
(!ut  his  soul,  and  touch  his  feelings  to  the  quick.  His  only  sister  "sacrificed  to  the  lawless  pas- 
sion of  a  man  of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  and  perhaps  at  this  time  wandering  in  some  londy 
desert,  constituted  his  misery. 

The  count  often  exclaimed  in  an  impassioned  tone,  that  if  ha  could  once  hear  anything  of 
hi&  dear  sister,  he  would  gladly  resign  the  chateau  and  all  its  stately  appendages  for  her  hap- 
piness and  comfort;  but  no,  not  the  least  ray  of  intelligence  cheered  his  drooping  spirits ;  hia 
sistOF  torn  from  him,  himself  and  family  exiled  from  the  family  roaasion,  were  obliged  to  drag 
out  a  JffJMnhle^  and  pcrhapa  an  unpitied  existonoe,  in  tha  depths  of  lonely  soUtude  aad  saniMiiWi 
re6ectioa,  


Tins  RO!(l'A1?CE  OF  TUfi  'CAmilL  7 

tile ihiittered  refindnt  of  bts  tpleiidid  Hmtrae  bftrely  enidiM  hfm to «ttpport  4iii  ftMftjrbi 
a  comfortable  tnaooer.  A  small  villa,  or  rather  a  cottage,  which  he  had  received  ftom  Ml 
iliter,  the  Cbtintess  de  Saoti,  comprifed  the  seat  of  his  dnrellfng.  H(s  wife  bore  this  viotfsi- 
ttide  of  fbrtune  very  poorly,  and  the  iotefided  departure  of  her  son  brought  on  a  ft^er-,  but 
from  which  she  soon  recovered  by  the  unwearied  assiduity  and  affeetionate  attention  of  LeoMtsu 
Htls  happiness  had,  however,  \U  aecompanyin;  evil,  for  She  found  that  Henry  had  departed 
without  bidding  her  adSeo,  slie  being  too  01  to  sef  him. 

The  doctor  forbade  her  seeing  lier  son  on  any  aoconnt  during  her  fndisposiiion,  as  be  sugi- 
gested  to  the  count  the  danger  that  might  possibly  arise  in  the  present  ease  fh>m  the  too  sudden 
and  violent  agitation  of  the  spirits. 

The  countess  was  so  much  grieved  at  nnt  seehig  ilent7  previoas  to  his  departure,  and 
flttflbrfaig  it  to  prey  upon  her  spirtT»,  that  it  brought  on  a  viQleat  reUpse ;  which,  assurahig  tlie 
most  formidable  and  diitresslDg  a.'^peet,  induced  the  count  to  send  for  medical  assistance,  whidi 
Was  hnmediately  procured. 

The  physician  was  ushered  into  the  room  of  the  Cbunt  de  Gras,  whom  he  found  oppressed 
irith  the  deepest  griet  Dn  seeing  the  medical  gentleman  hn  was  greatly  agitated,  and  begged 
lie  would  sit  down.  After  a  few  minutes'  pahiftd  conversation,  the  count  sliowed  him  into  the 
sick  chamber. 

The  countess  was  in  the  height  of  a  raging  fever ;  the  doctor  from  the  first  sight  pronounced 
her  in  danger,  but  consoled  the  fomily  bv  saying,  tliat  patience  and  great  care  might  efileet  a 
cure. 

The  countess  passed  a  bad  night,  and  her  indlspotitiott  was  violently  hicreasing.  Leonora^ 
who  had  scarcely  left  her  l)ed-side,  was  alarmed  at  the  approaching  dreadful  symptoms.  She 
trept  bitterly,  and  the  departure  of  her  brother  at  this  agoaiting  crisis  rose  to  tier  mind  in 
tile  strongest  light. 

The  countess  took  hold  of  Hiconora's  hand,  and  with  a  sweet  smile  and  dignified  expression 
asked  her  to  read  to  her.  Leonora  gently  remonstrated  that  she  was  afraid  it  would  fetigun 
her,  and  declined,  as  she  was  fearful  it  would  increase  her  disorder. 

The  approaching  dissolution  of  the  countess  was  now  visible  to  all  around,  although  she» 
poor  woman,  was  quite  unconscious  of  it ;  and  so  great  was  the  grief  of  Leonora  that  she 
could  no  longer  stay  in  the  room  with  her  dying  mother,  but  retired  to  the  study  of  her  father,, 
to  give  vent  to  her  feelings,  which  she  had  tried  to  control  in  the  presence  of  the  countess. 

The  worthy  count  came  near  his  wife,  and  was  deeply  afflicted ;  nothing  but  grief  and 
sorrow  reijncd  on  his  brow.  The  countess  was  asleep ;  he  gazed  on  her  celestial  loveliness 
with  fond  delight,  but  it  was  mixed  with  anguish,  for  the  fair  Torm  now  before  him,  he  but  too 
well  knew,  would  be  soon  eternally  wrested  from  him. 

MTiilst  he  was  indulging  in  the  most  excessive  and  uncontrolled  grief,  the  surgeon  cam* 
in  ;  he  immediately  retired. 

The  doctor  approaching  the  bed,  and  taking  hold  of  the  pulse  of  the  countess,  found  that 
her  death  was  rapidly  approaching.     She  was  quite  insensible,  and  spoke  not  a  word. 

He  retired  to  the  count's  room,  and  was  forced  to  communicate  to  him  the  sad  tidings.  He 
endeavoured  to  alleviate  his  distress  as  much  as  possible,  and  comfort  him  by  drawing  the  most 
pleasing  and  satisfactory  picture  of  his  faithful  exertions.  He  told  him  that  he  had  done  all 
that  art  could  suggest,  or  ingenuity  invent,  but  the  course  of  nature  could  not  be  stopped,  and 
begged  him  to  resign  himself  to  the  irrevocable  decree  of  the  ruthless  tyrant,  who  snatches 
with  indifference  the  young  and  the  old,  the  light  and  the  grave,  the  peasant  and  the  prince. 

So  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  sonow  was  the  mind  of  the  count,  that  he  heeded  not  the 
balmy  comfort  of  the  tender  man. 

The  surgeon  lefl  him  for  a  moment,  and  hearing  a  dreadful  shriek,  found  Leonora  bathing 
with  tears  the  corpse  of  her  mother. 

Tlie  doc!tor  was  affected  beyond  measure  at  the  tragic  scene ;  he  advanced  and  uttered 
words  of  comfort  to  Leonora.  She  heeded  them  not ;  she  was  riveted  to  the  spot ;  her  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  pallid  countenance  of  her  departed  mother ;  and  so  great  was  her  grief,  that 
her  mhid  made  a  dead  stop,  andtiismissed  the  empty  aid  of  the  senses. 

The  surgeon  now  proceeded  to  acquaint  the  count  with  the  dreadful  ^^?w»^'«V«k  Vr«s^^ 
with  a  digiathd  re^Btioa-,  and  after  a  rtMirt,\mt  yiii^A  vwdi)^\ae.%ms\w^>ai^v^Si««^v>i^ 
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of  Totct,  ha  nid»  **  Tlie  Lord  gave*  and  the  Lord  hatbtaken  aiNE?«  l}laiwd  ha  tha 
tbeLordr 

Hit  chief  aim  was  now  to  ooniole  the  miserable  and  aflUetad  Leoilora,  in  whote  arau  tha 
oounteti  expired.  The  heavy  stroke  of  fiUe  had  so  forcibly  struck  her  senses  as  ahnost  to 
depriTe  her  of  the  bculty  of  weeping. 

The  countess  throughout  her  illness  exhibited  the  mild  composure  of  the  dying  christlaDt 
in  sure  and  certain  hopes  of  a  betur  life.  During  the  most  Tiolent  stsgesof  herindispoaitloii, 
she  discovered  a  pious  resignation,  and  painted  that  happiness  which  awaited  her  In  the  most 
lively  and  glowing  colours.  She  retraced  the  course  of  her  life  and  (what  few  can  say  on  the 
bed  of  sickness)  was  pleased  with  the  retrospection. 

During  the  awful  calm  which  preceded  her  death*  and  at  that  crisis  of  her  indlspoaitiott 
when  her  faculties  were  perieetly  sound,  she  gave  Leonora  some  tender  advice,  and  told  her 
to  make  religion  her  only  guardian ;  to  follow  it  in  all  her  actions,  and  so  conduct  benelf 
through  life,  that  she  will  never  be  ashamed  of  her  existence,  or  never  be  nnfit  to  die,  bat  to 
be  always  prepared  and  willing  for  eternity. 

May  the  memory  of  the  departed  countess  be  everlastingly  remembered  by  all  who  knew 
her !  If  not  her  person,  her  virtues  spread  abroad  her  fame  in  the  most  conspicnous  manner* 
The  chbritable  christian,  the  dutiful  wife,  the  affectionate  mother,  and  the  virtuous  woman 
shone  with  eminent  lustre  in  the  countess.  Her  transcendent  brightness  will  be  an  example 
to  her  family,  whilst  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  her  virtues  will  exist  in  every  body's  breast. 

Her  death  was  a  severe  stroke  to  the  count  at  this  critical  period ;  reflection  of  the  past 
added  to  the  misery  of  the  present,  burst  with  all  its  horrors  on  his  mind,  yet  he  bore  tlie 
divine  dispensation  with  singular  meekness. 

Leonora*s  grief  knew  no*  bounds ;  in  vain  did  consolation  grant  her  the  least  ray  of  com- 
fort ;  in  vain  were  the  kind  and  affectionate  expostulations  of  her  father  directed  to  mitigate 
her  sorrows ;  for  so  touching  and  pathetic  was  the  scene,  and  so  affecting  the  death  of  her 
mother,  that  it  was  indelibly  imprinted  on  her  mind,  and  plunged  her  senses  into  a  settled 
melancholy  and  irreclaimable  griet 

The  funeral  of  the  countess  having  taken  place,  one  evening,  when  the  count  was  walking 
out  with  Leonora,  they  met  a  mourning  coach.  Recollection  harrowed  up  her  very  soul ;  the 
victim  of  ungovernable  grief,  she  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and  clinging  round  the  waist  of 
her  father,  she  leaned  on  his  breast,  and  there  sighed  those  feelings  Which  were  too  exquisite 
to  express. 

When  the  flrst  gust  of  affliction  had  subsided,  and  reason  began  to  resume  her  seat,  she 
contemplated  the  scene  with  a  religious  pleasure ;  and  being  now  composed,  her  father  took 
hold  of  her  arm,  and  thus  gently  chided  her  :  — 

"  I  am  really  much  concerned  to  see  you  give  way  so  much  to  your  affliction ;  yon  must 
not  pass  your  time  away  in  unavailing  lamentation  ;  the  active  duties  of  life  must  vripe  away 
the  sorro'.v8  of  calamity,  and  teach  you  to  acquiesce  in  humble  and  pious  resignation  to  the 
decrees  of  Providence ;  for  after  the  tributary  tear  is  paid  to  departed  worth,  it  is  both  selfish 
and  unprofitable  to  indulge  in  excessive  sorrow.  Can  tears  recall  the  image  of  our  grief? 
Can  the  grace  of  sensibility  give  us  comfort  in  distress  ?  No !  it  is  useless  to  indulge  in  sad 
mourning,  and  it  is  only  ultimately  productive  of  increased  anguish  and  multiplied  affliction. 

**  I  well  know,  my  dear  I/eonora,  that  it  is  natural  for  you  to  imagine  that  you  will  for  ever 
be  a  stranger  to  happiness ;  but  calmly  expostulate  with  yourself.  Are  we  sent  into  this  world 
to  pass  our  time  in  tears  and  lamentations  ?  Are  the  miseries  and  troubles  of  this  world  to 
be  compared  with  those  never-fading  joys  and  that  blissful  immortality  that  await  us  in  eter- 
nity ?  Undoubtedly  not.  Our  present  pilgrimage  is  only  a  trial  of  our  strength  and  fortitude, 
and  the  more  we  give  way,  the  more  wc  shall  eventually  have  to  answer  for ;  besides,  is  not 
your  blessed  mother  freed  from  the  pains  and  miseries  of  this  mortal  life,  who,  flushed  with 
the  brighest  prospects  of  a  happy  eternity,  has  cast  off  the  form  of  her  clay  tenement,  from 
which  the  soul  will  take  its  happy  flight  to  scenes  where  joys  will  be  experienced  of  which  the 
human  mind  can  form  no  conception  ?  We  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  her  upright  con- 
duet,  through  this  transitory  and  perishable  world,  has  been  such  as  to  secure  her  a  passage  to 
tboge  glorious  mansions  of  eternal  bliss,  where  happiness,  crowned  with  never-fading  Iannis, 
BwuiU  the  rirtttouM,  where  myriads  of  beiif^i  ata  imSXtk^  Va  i^  \it«Mafift  ^  \Mx  Creator. 
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and  kn  eDJoying  that  pure  tnd  uninterrapted  happineM  which,  by  their  good  oondaot  in  thit 
Kfe,  they  had  leeured  to  themielves.  Ought  we  not,  my  dear  Leonora,  to  rejoice  that  it  haa 
pleased  the  sovereign  disposer  of  all  human  events  to  take  unto  him  the  soul  of  your  dear 
mother?  Ought  we  not  to  bless  Providence  for  releasing  her  from  all  the  torments  of  this 
life,  and  from  ceasing  to  expose  her  to  its  sorrowful  vicissitudes,  evil  temptations,  and  wily 
deceit  r 

**  I  well  know  how  truly,  my  dear  father,  to  appreciate  the  extent  of  your  sublime  expoe- 
tnlation,  and  cannot  but  conclude  my  past  sorrow  to  have  been  selfish  and  unpraiseworthy. .  I 
now  rejoice  that  my  sainted  parent  is  snatched  from  the  pains  and  miseries  of  this  mutable 
existenee,  and  that  the  king  of  terrors  has  consigned  her  to  the  prince  of  peace.  I  trust  that 
I  shall  now  be  able  to  regulate  the  course  of  my  tender  passion,  although,  when  reflection 
shoots  acrou  my  mind*  it  damps  the  glow  of  youth,  and  puts  a  period  to  all  my  wonted  forti- 
tude, which  I  nevertheless  thought  would  have  borne  me  op  against  all  the  sorrows  of  fate 
and  the  dispensations  of  Providence ;  but  in  the  heavy  and  affecting  scene  which  hats  recently 
oocurred,*'  a  sigh  escaped  her  as  these  words  were  uttered,  **  I  find  it  fiuls  me,  and  plunges 
my  senses  into  childish  weakness.  But  for  your  sake,  my  dear  father,  will  I  cease  to  mourn ; 
ah !  I  will  cease  to  harass  your  mind  with  such  melancholy  repetitions ;  time  and  patience  will, 
I  hope,  eradicate  the  weeds  of  aflliction,  which,  I  am  afraid,  have  taken  root  in  my  mind ;  but 
I  will  take  care  to  stop  their  growth,'  if  not  for  mine,  for  your  sake.** 

"  Accept  my  warmest  thanks,  my  dear  Leonora,**  said  the  count.  **  I  find  that  your  mind 
is  fraught  with  all  the  dignified  c^race  of  Christian  fortitude,  where  most  it  fails  at  first ;  when 
the  mask  of  delusion  is  unveiled,  it  resumes  its  wonted  firmness,  and  breaks  out  with  more 
lustre  and  transcendant  brightness." 

**Tour  compliments,  my  dear  father,  I  hope  I  shall  ever  merit,"  replied  Leonora;  **  and  I 
win  now  resign  myself  to  that  sorrow  which  I  find  mocks  my  sj^rits  to  elude ;  I  now  find  that 
the  strength  of  fortitude  far  better  becomes  me  than  the  expression  of  grief 

The  evening  was  drawing  in  fast ;  the  sun  began  to  decline,  and  gradually  lost  itself  behind 
the  western  range  of  mountains ;  the  forest  tops  were  tinged  with  a  golden  hue,  the  unfriendly 
tribute  of  its  dying  rays ;  the  shades  of  night  began  to  thicken ;  the  sable  queen  of  darkness 
resumed  her  throne,  and  reigned  in  gloomy  triumph. 

The  count  and  Leonora  now  made  all  possible  haste  to  reach  the  cottage,  where  all  nature 
was  enveloped  in  darkness. 


CHAPTER   IL 


^  Why  do  I  life,  wken  I  de«ira  to 
At  onoe  from  lifo  and  lifo^  loBf  UImmt  fireo  t"— Ceabbb. 

Thi  count  and  Leonora  passed  their  time  for  six  months  in  a  very  moumfui  manner :  nothing 
contributed  to  enliven  the  gloom  of  their  solitude :  they  became  the  prey  of  grief,  and  in  vain 
did  they  try  to  shake  off  the  evil  demon ;  for  the  count  but  too  truly  found,  that  it  is  at  all 
times  easier  to  give  than  to  follow  good  advice.        ' 

The  postman  brought  a  letter  to  them  one  morning,  which  was  firom  Leonora's  aunt,  who 
resided  about  a  league  from  Paris,  and  who  wished  very  much  to  have  the  pleasure  of  their 
society  for  a  month  or  six  weeks. 

The  count  asked  Leonora  it  she  should  like  to  go.  "  Perhaps,**  said  the  kind  parent, 
'*  the  gay  scenes  of  Paris  may  contribute  to  shake  off  the  grief  and  dejected  spirits  in  which 
you  indulge  at  present.  Perhaps  a  short  adieu  to  such  scenes  of  misery  may  contribute  to 
diminish,  if  not  totally  to  obliterate,  their  precepts  from  your  mind,  and  may  tend  to  assuage 
and  compose  those  feelmgs  which  sighings  and  lamentations  have  rendered  so  distressing.** 

"  Never,  ah  !  never,  can  I  forget  this  pUice,**  replied  Leonora.  "  Eye-witness  of  that  which 
has  already  filled  my  mind  with  a  sacred  awe  and  dreadful  fear,  I  never  can  forget  the  hour 
which  deprived  me  of  the  best  of  mothers.  I  never  can  forget  the  happy  manner  in  which 
she  left  this  guilty  world,  and  the  tender  and  affectionate  advice  which  she  gave  me  on  her 
death-bed.  But  as  I  think  that  a  visit  to  my  aunt*s  will  restore  my  spirits,  I  readily  and 
thankfully  accept  her  kind  invitation.  When  we  return,  we  shall  be  more  composed^  and  our 
feelings  matured  to  these  scenes  of  exquisite  affiictioiL  l\oni(\A\kmx  tsmatuiX^^^^^"^' 
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I  MB  in  anxions  expcctatioD  of  a  reply  to  my  epistl».  Ah  J  poor  Henry,  thoa  art  jgnomit  d 
the  d^rew  whipb  avaiu  thee  1  didat  thoa  kaow  that  thy  depaffttue  acoelcrated  the  dinototiwi 
of  thy  sainted  mother,  thou  wouldst  curte  the  hour  that  ever  you  entered  on  the  proiiparian  q( 
anni»  suioe  it  ia.produotive  of  such  misery  and  heart-felt  iotrov.*' 

**  Gease«  my  dear  Leonora/'  rejoined  the  count ;  **  I  will  take  care  that  all  shall  be  com* 
fortably  settled  with  Heory ;  but  I  am  much  afraid  that  the  peculiar  circumstances  ia  which 
he  is  placed  «riU  not  allow  him  to  write  to  you.  But  compose  yourself^  my  dear  Leonora; 
time  will  explain  the  mystery  amongst  many  others,  wliich  will*  I  am  afiraad*  attend  our  fiuaily. 
The  sum  of  oar  afiOiction  and  persecution  is  not  yet  finished,  and  J  am  anxious  to  forti^  your 
mind  against  the  arrival  of  fre»h  calamities.'* 

Thf  counts  who.  now  perceived  that  Leonora  was  growing  sick  with  miser}',  stopped  hit 
conversation,  for  her  senses  were  absorbed  with  grieL 

Being  now  a  little  recovered,  she  fondly  and  eagerly  asked  her  father  why  she  ahonld  be 
deprived  of  one  of  her  only  consolations  ? 

'*  That,**  replied  the  father,  **  is  a  problem  which  I  cannot  yet  solve ;  you  must  endnre  with 
patience  the  cireuvistanoes.  which  deprive  him  of  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you.*' 

80  hardened  with  grief,  and  familiarized  to  sorrow,  was  the  mind,  of  Leonora,  that  the 
submitted  humbly  to  the  will  of  late.  They  now  retired  to  bed ;  kind  nature  steepod  her  senies 
in  sleep,  and  granted  her  a  temporary  oblivion  to  her  heart-rending^  woes. 

They  proposed  to  visit  Sant4  chateau  the  next  day. 

I^eonora  arose  early  in  the  morninj;,  and  arranged  all  her  thioga  for  her  journey. 

The  sun  had  just  burst  from  the  ieecy  cloud  which  shaded  the  blushing  horizoa;  the  dew, 
that  covered  the  face  of  nature,  the  big  pearl,  and  brilliant  dropa  of  variegated  hues,  that  hung 
suspended  from  the  branches  of  the  trees^  the  sweet  scents  that  floated  on  the  air,  and  the 
aolemn  n^Uhiesa  of  the  scone,  seemed  to  reanimate  the  soul,  and  awakened  the  most  |deasia|^ 
and  sublime  sensations ;  but  short  was  her  triumph  &  for  as  the  dew  disappeared,  and  net ura 
began  to  unveil  itself,  so  did  the  busy  world  begin  its  daily  toil ;  ita  noisy  votaries  were  now 
awake ;  that  solemn  and  sublime  stilhieu  which  reigned  some  time  ago  ia  tranquil  m^jesty^ 
was  now  exchanged  for  a  noisy  and  turbulent  triumph. 

Leonora  retired  to  the  cottngc,  whcrA  she  found  her  father  already  prepared  for  tha  joqmey. 
Id  a  few  minutes  the  chaise  was  at  the  door ;  and,  afber  having  made  a  slight  repast,  slie^ve 
her  things  to  her  father,  and  stepped  into  the  carriage  with  a  lighter  heart  than  what  she  was 
wont  to  experience. 

The  road  they  had  to  travel  to  Paris  was  very  pleasant,  and  was  rendered  still  more  agree- 
able and  interesting  from  the  multiplicity  of  carriages  that  they  met  on  the  road. 

Leonora  appeared  translated  into  other  regions ;  the  vast  concourse  of  people,  the  various 
carriages  and  horsemen,  formed  a  pleasing  contrast  to  her  late  lonely  and  miserable  solitude. 
Her  spirits  were  now  visibly  improving,  and  it  gave  the  count  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  aitucss 
her  resign  that  languor  and  depression  of  spirits  for  her  wonted  agreeable  manner  and  inte* 
resting  con%ersatioa.  Dut  still,  nevertheless,  although  she  combated  with  grief  and  afltiotkini 
and  endeavoured  to  shake  off*  her  melancholy  as  much  as  nature  would  allow  her,  at  certaia 
times,  when  left  to  herself,  she  often  mused  in  gloomy  sorrow  over  the  mournful  scenes  which 
had  recently  filled  her  miad  with  such  genuine  distress* 

Leonora,  during  the  whole  of  her  journey,  was  alternately  thinking  of  the  myttariens 
reasons  which  instigated  the  silence  of  her  brother,  and  it  grieved  her  much  to  think.that8be 
was  ignorant  of  the  causes ;  but,  born  for  sorrow  and  affliction,  she  bore  the  stecn  deorec  of 
fate  with  commendable  fortitude* 

They  now  came  in  sight  of  Santa  chateau,  the  beautiful  situation  of  which  had  alwa][8been 
gladly  owned  by  each.  The  stately  chateau  reared  its  gray  turrets  far  above  the  topa  of  the 
lofty  pixies  which  composed  the  amphitheatre  in  which  the  mansion  was  situated.  It  com- 
manded a  noble  and  striking  view  of  Fiuris  and  the  Seine,  for  behind  the  dark  and  aged 
forest  were  seen  the  tcweriog  summits  of  Notre  Dame. 

The  Countess  de  Santa  had  long  been  waiting  in  anxious  expectation  their  arrival,  whca 
wddenly  perceiving  a  chaise  drive  up  the  long  walk»  she  mode  na  doubt  but  that  it  co«taned 
herguetts ;  her  ideas  were  sooa  verified,  for  in  a  iiev  minutes  she  clnsDed  the  levelv 


*  Row  do  yoo  do,  viy  ABir«it  iiIeoeT*  nM  Um  e^vatctti  **liinto  htppf^  wteymoLi  I 
liopt  the  gay  Boenet  of  Pitfit  aUd  our  ftiendt  witt  eoolritete  to  inKfOD  «nd  to  mtoro  yonr 
ijririti.'' 

The  count  tegtilkd  his  plMtore  at  leeliighiiwottfayrfttcr  oo  ndl,  and  also  gifo  heramoit 
d^htfnl  acoount  of  their  jonroey,  and  bow  materialiy  it  had  ah^eady  tended  te  mebd  Leonora's 
epirits. 

Leonora  having  passed  some  time  with  the  ooontesi  in  her  room,  and  dfamer  beii^  tfnfshed, 
m  walk  was  proposed,  whidi  was  wiUHigly  aocepted  hy  all  tiie  party. 

Taking  hold  of  Leonora's  arm,  and  being  followed  by  the  count,  they  took  a  promenade 
once  round  the  park,  the  romantic  and  beautffnl  station  of  which  greatly  pleased  Leonora, 
Ibr  it  was  wild  amidst  enlUvatkin,  retired  amidst  tomnlt,  and  added  to  the  fogennity  of  art  all 
the  superior  advantages  of  nature.  Leonora  had  a  complete  tte^tMe  with  her  aunt,  dnring 
which  time  the  count  walked  on  tp  look  at  his  horses. 

Leonora  now  proceeded  to  give  the  countess  a  drennstantlal  detail  of  the  -  misery  of  the 
^Ittage,  and  of  the  ailMing  desith  of  her  dear  mother.  On  the  latter  ihe  dwelt  with  tender 
pathos  and  affectionate  emphasis,  and  deseribed  tt  in  so  tender  and  pathetic  4i  manner  as  brought 
teari  of  sympiithy  fWrni  her  atmt. 

The  alieotiog  accoont  wrong  her  feeHngs  with  gentle  pity ;  .and  hi  the  warmth  of  her 
grateful  sympathy  she  assured  her  niece  that  she  would  always  ted  in  her  a  seeood  mother. 

Leonora  quickly  said,  *<  I  am  too  sensible,  my  dear  aant»  of  your  alfeelion  and  kindness ; 
and  1  cannot  hot  take  this  opportnnity  of  regretting  my  own  ead  Incapability  ef  ever  makkig 
yon  any  suitable  rctom.'* 

**  Do  not  dirtress  yoiirseif;  my  dear  Leooova,"  said  the  countess ;  "  the  ties  ef  nature, 
relationship,  and  affection,  enforce  it  on  me  as  a  duty  to  befHend  your  orphan  state ;  and 
although  the  sun  of  alftuence  may  not  dart  its  rays  on  me  with  such  warmth  and  favour  as  it 
has  hitherto  been  wont  to  do,  still  may  I  in  the  silent  shade  of  adverrfty  ever  find  a  safe- 
retreat  for  you :  and  may  I  ever  comfort  and  assuage  thoee  feelings,  and  mitigate  the  sorrow 
bf  your  case,  which  distress  and  afflictidn  have  rendered  so  peculiarly  pitiable !— But  why  am 
I  reminding  you  of  your  calamities  ?  Why  stir  up  your  memory  to  objects  which  were  once 
80  dear  to  you,  alas  1  now  for  ever  gone  1  No ;  let  me  dry  up  your  tears,  and  east  a  shade  of 
oblivion  over  all  yoUr  heart-rending  woes  and  unutterable  angolrii. 

**  I  have  proposed,  my  dear  Leonora,  that  you  stay  here  for  six  months ;  and  rest  assured^ 
that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  my  power  to  make  your  abode  homely  and  comfortable." 

'*  Ah,  my  dear  aunt,  you  are  too  good,**  replied  Leonora ;  **  you  fetch  tears  of  affection  : 
words  will  not  allow  me  the  foculty  of  espressiog  my  feelings  !  Ah  I  may  your  homely  roof 
teach  me  to  forget  those  sorrows  which  I  have  foolishly  suffered  to  prey  on  my  spiriu  !*' 

The  count  met  them  at  the  end  of  the  grove,'  as  they  were  repairing  towards  the  chateau. 

The  melancholy  and  sober  tint  of  grey  twilight  shaded  the  fooe  of  nature ;  the  moon  had 
just  ascended  the  horizon,  and  hung  high  her  silver  lamp  in  the  brilliant  concave ;  sunset  had 
ripened  the  beauties  of  nature,  which  were  involved  in  dubious  shades ;  the  blue  ether  was 
spangled  with  bright  gems,  which  shone  in  unfading  glory  in  the  heavens  above.  They  now 
gained  the  mansion* 

Leonora's  spirits  were  greatly  alleviated  by  the  tdte-a-tite  with  her  aunt ;  she  anticipated 
much  from  it,  and  resigned  all  her  cares  to  the  pleasures  of  expectation. 

The  count  desired  to  speak  a  few  words  with  the  countess  in  the  acyoiniog  room. 

TThe  Countess  de  Santi  immediately  retlM. 

Leonora,  during  their  conversation,  amuted  herself  with  reading  some  poetry. 

The  countess  having  retired  into  an  adjoining  room,  the  count  began  his  conversation  thus : 

**  I  am  now,  my  dear  madam,  going  to  give  you  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  foroed  me  to^quit  my  chateau,  and  at  the  same  time  to  live  on  your 
bounty. 

*'  iCnow,  then,  that  last  autumn  a  Monsieur  L*Oisean  became  intimately  aoquainted  with 
my  sister.  Prom  the  first  hiterview  that  took  place  between  them  a  mutual  attachment  and 
ardent  love  commenced,  which  soon  grew  up  into  the  most  strong  and  unabated  affection. 
This  gentleman  made  proposals  of  marriage,  which  I  resolutely  reftised,  and  hinted  to  him 
that  his  company  could  be  dispensed,  as  from  certain  fandl^  vm^^«^GGL«c&.%\  covW^^kX  ^Oss3&. 
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ihe  hand  of  my  thter.  Bat  thii  did  not  In  the  least  damp  the  glow  of  his  ardent  affection, 
Shich  raged  with  snch  ungovernable  boands  as  Induced  him  to  play  the  part  of  the  villain, 
wafllce  ft  to  say,  that  he  eloped  with  my  sister  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  with  him  secnred 
the  title-deeds  of  the  chateau,  &c.  Tou  may  easily  guess  how  grieved  and  astonished  I  was 
at  her  departure.  I  made  all  possible  inquiry,  sent  my  vassals  in  all  directions  to  discover 
their  route,  and  offered  immense  sums  of  money  to  anybody  who  should  discover  the  lovers, 
or  give  me  such  information  as  would  enable  me  to  reach  them.  But  vain  were  all  my 
inquiries — useless  all  my  searches.  I  now  gave  my  sister  up  as  lost,  at  sacrificed  to  the  lawless 
passion  of  a  monster ;  who,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  humanity,  and  all  the  common  ties  of  nature— 
who,  under  the  specious  plausibility  of  an  ardent  affection,  robbed  me  of  my  dearest  comfort. 
Under  the  smiling  surface  of  his  wily  countenance  lay  the  haggard  visage  of  the  lurking  villain. 
Added  to  the  most  unexampled  baseness,  he  has  loaded  himself  with  the  crime  of  the  most 
daring  robbery.  Not  satisfied  with  ruining  my  sister,  he  has  plundered  the  deeds  of  my 
mansion.  I  am  now  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  wide  world,  without  any  aid  save  yours,  and  the 
wretched  relics  of  my  mangled  property.  Poverty  and  all  its  miserable  concomitants  stare  ne 
in  the  fkce. 

**  The  author  of  these  wrongs  is  far  away  from  me.     Ah  I  he  has  eluded  the  judgment  of 
justice,  and  intuits  my  sufferings.    To  whom  shall  I  look  for  redress  but  to  thee,  O  thou 
omniscient  Being,  who,  if  not  in  this  world,  will  in  the  next  punish  the  wicked  hand  wMch 
has  poured  such  misery,  aflHiction,  and  distress  on  me  and  my  family  !    But  strange  are  the 
circumstances  which  attend  this  robber  of  my  peace :  nobody  has  heard  a  syllable  of  him.  The 
Marquis  de  Saint  Puffet  has  seized  the  chateau,  and  has  produced  the  deeds  to  justify  his 
claim.     This  marquis  Is  a  perfect  stranger  to  me.     In  vafad  may  I  endeavour  to  dispossen 
him  of  his  unlawful  property ;  he  is  powerful  in  interest  and  authority,  a  friend  at  court,  and 
popular  in  the  minds  of  all.     His  name  impresses  all  with  a  secret  dread.     He  is  the  terror  of 
the  surrounding  country.     All  implicitly  obey  his  commands :  a  look  is  sufficient  to  enforce 
his  orders.     But,  withal,  he  is  popular  through  fear  more  than  esteem.    How  vain,  how 
useless,  would  be  my  endeavours  to  combat  with  him  :  grief  and  aflUction  would  crown  my 
exploits,  and  add  fresh  misery  to  my  mind !    The  exquisite  sorrow  which  I  am  afraid  Is 
immutably  entailed  on  this  family,  makes  me  shudder  for  the  consequences.      The  glowing 
affection  and  dauntless  courage  of  my  son  would,  despite  of  all  power,  interest,  or  wealth, 
stimulute  him  to  revenge  himself  on  the  author  of  my  wrongs.     He  is  placed  in  a  critical 
situation,  and  I  greatly  fear  the  consequences  that  will  ensue.     The  Marquis  de  Saint  Puffet 
is  the  colonel  of  his  regiment ;  and  should  my  son  know  that  by  his  baseness  and  treachery 
his  father  is  wronged,' he  will  lift  tip  his  arm  in  defence  of  a  father  whom  he  loves  and  reveres. 
But  thy  triumphs,  my  son,  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  crowned  with  multiplied  sorrow  and  firesh 
oppresssion.        Can  you  think  to  obtain  redress  from  him  who  is  surrounded  by  power, 
affluence,  and  impenetrable  grandeur,  and  whose  mind  is  fraught  with  villany,  artifice,  and 
deceit  ?    Can  you  think  that,  after  he  has  got  possession  of  our  family  mansion,  he  will  not 
use  every  engine  of  cunning  and  vice  to  supplant  our  just  claims?    Ah !  my  dear  son,  I  sadly 
predict  that  a  deluge  of  woe  will  issue  from  the  distressing  situation  in  which  yon  are 
placed.     But,  my  dear  madam,  I  think  the  only  way  to  avert  these  impending  evils,  will  be 
to  keep  my  son  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  baseness  of  his  colonel.     He  will  then  be  at  ease, 
and  he  will  not  know  what  misery  I  am  suffering.    But  why  must  I  alienate  his  knowledge 
from  this  affair?    Perhaps  his  interference  might  restore  us  our  lost  possessions ;  but,  ah  I 
the  weak  power  that  supports  him  will  be  too  feeble  to  direct  its  force  against  so  strong  an 
enemy,  who  would  use  the  most  iniquitous  means  to  accomplish  the  victory  over  innoeenoe. 
But  the  time  will  come,  my  dear  madam,  when  he  will  have  to  answer  for  his  baseness.     A 
fnend  of  mine  in  his  regiment  has  given  me  all  this  information,  and,  with  much  good  sense 
and  foresight,  has  concealed  it  from  my  son  till  he  is  acquainted   with  my  wishes.     I  have 
written  to  him,  thanking  him  for  his  intelligence,  ond  charging  him  most  strictly  to  keep  Henry 
in  utter  ignorance  of  the  whole,  which  I  think  advisable  in  the  present  case." 

"I  was  partly  acquainted,**  rejoined  the  Countess  de  Santa,  «*with  the  history  of  your 

woes;  and  your  melancholy  account  is  only  a  confirmation  of  that  report  which,  from  the  first 

fime  that  it  was  in  circulation,  I  but  too  sadly  was  forced  to  attach  credit  to.     Powerful  as 

ibe  MarquiB  de  Saiui  Puffet  is,  it  would  be  useless  to  endeavour  to  expose  his  unjust  ciaimsy 
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•r  fua  jntiof }  ffn  mmt  w«it  irHli  pAilcaee  tUltoneUUiHl*  C^voanble  traopplref,  by  whidi 
jcm  mty  bring  bim  tfi  oQart ;  mesntive  I  will  do  all  in  n^'  power  to  render  your  eiUlraee  as 
comfortable  as  potsible*  and  Laooora  will  always  find  in  m^  at  I  told  ber  More,  a  seooi^d 
motber.** 

The  eoupt  waa  quite  oretwbelmed  witb  grati^ode ;  ba  waa  going  to  speak*  bnt  natuK 
mocKed  the  effort. 

The  countess  perceiving  the  state  of  bis  mind,  auured  him  that  she.  would  endeavour  to 
mabe  bbn  and  bis  fiunily  as  happy  as  she  could,  and  toid  him  that  ^e  only  return  wbich 
she  wished  was  bis  sinoerity  and  affection.  - 

The  count  wept ;  tears  supplied  the  place  of  words,  and  he  received  the  proteytationi 
of  the  countess  with  unaffected  gratitude  and  heartfelt  satisfaction. 

The  house  clock  heat  the  niidnight  hour ;  this  was  a  waroiog  to  jthem  from  Somnuai 
They  immediately  obeyed  his  summoiu, 
Leonora  had  lo^g  retired  to  rest^  , 

The  next  day  the  coupiesa  invited  some  friends  to  dioe  with  ber  from  Porisr  *wM»»jit 
whom  was  a  very  pleasant  young  man,  a  Monsieur  de  Gemier,  who  had  been  ioUodooed 
to  tlio  oeunleis  about  four  months,  and  finding  ,bim  vcuT  vfreeable,  bad  -^ed  bim  to  all 
her.partiea., 

He  was  an  offioer  in  the  king's  service,  and  having  obtained  leave  oC  abseoce  tbrougbjndia* 
position  (but  Irom  which  be  was  now  nearly  recovered)  he  had  taken  loggings  in  P^aris. 

Madame  Souti  was  partwularly  pleased  with  him.  He  had  j  ust  attained  the  age  of  f^fiinhiwd  • 
his  features  were  fine,  manly,  and  expressive ;  he  added  to  a  graceful  manner  and  A:iiQblo 
epirit  a  quick,  aensifaiiity  of  heart  and  a  most  lively  imagbiatioo,  whilst  h|s  planners  ptartook  of 
a  bappy  mixture  of  gravity  and  mildness. 

He  waa  aouoh  struck  with  Leonora,  and,  with  all  the  elegance  of  a  Parisian  befu^  paid  ber 
many  flatterii^  oompUments.  She  received  them  with  coy  onwilliqgiieis  and  '!"affet;tfd 
modesty. 

JNor  did  he  make  any  slight  impression  on  Leonora,  She  admired  his  perso9»  and  was 
pleased  with  bis  conversation,  which  waa  soft,  elegant,  and  interesting. 

The  countess  invited  him  and  his  friend,  a  Monsieur  DucI^,  to  spend  a  few  weeka  with  biv 
at  Sant^  chateau,  which  was  willingly  accepted. 

Tbeir  time  was  passed  in  fishing  and  water  parties,  morning  rides^  rafilep,  and  drives  to  Paris. 
They  often  went  to  the  libraries,  and  subscribed  to  all  the  places  of  public  amusement. 
MonsiaUt  Duelfts's  manner  was  not  so  agreeable  as  that  of  Monsieur  de  Gemier ;  he  was 
proud  and  reserved  {  vain  in  his  ideas  of  his  person  and  abilities ;  of  strong  [vwfonfi^  but 
seldom  gave  anybody  an  opportunity  of  particularixbg  any  merit  or  demerit ;  bis  general 
atudied  manner,  haughty  aspect,  and  sullen  deportment,  carried  with  him  the  air  of  a  man 
whose  heart  was  insensible  to  the  tender  feelings  of  nature ;  who  lived  but  to  criticise,  not  to 
admire ;  who  took  pleasure  in  depreciating  all  good,  and  ridiculing  any  established  thing. 

The  lovely  complexion  of  Leonora's  merits  would  have  thawed  the  m^st  frozen  heart  The 
impression  which  it  made  on  his,  however  great,  he  concealed.  When  he  spoke  to  her,  it  was 
In  so  stiff  and  confined  a  manner  as  both  hurt  and  surprised  her ;  hurt  her,  because  she  was 
afraid  that  she  had  affronted  him  ;  and  surprised  her,  because  his  conduct  seemed  so  perfectly 
Ineompatibie  with  the  softness,  elegance,  and  lightness  of  Paris. 
She  knew  not  what  to  apprehend  from  his  austerity  of  mannner. 

What  a  oontrast,  thought  she,  did  it  produce  with  that  of  De  Gemier  s  the  one  mild*  baft 
dignified ;  the  other  gloomy,  reserved,  and  morose. 

Monsieur  Ducl6s  was  an  officer  In  the  same  regiment  with  ^e  Gemier ;  be  was  generally 
liked,  and  admired  for  bis  talenta.  Thoso  who  knew  the  turn  of  his  passions,  could  lead  him 
like  a  child.  He  was  quick  in  feeling,  and  resentful  In  his  revenge  ^  of  a  gay  temper,  and 
courted,  the  light  passiomw  but  withal  he  was  brave  and  honourable. 

Such  was  the  friend  of  De  Gemier,  and  such  the  visitor  of  Madame  Sant&. 
As  Leonora  saw  more  of  him,  her  ideas  of  fear  began  to  soften,  and  she  now  witnessed  bis 
gloomy  reserve  without  emQtion. 

De  Gemier  had  made  an  honourable  impression  on  her  mind.  He  was  constantly  with 
her  in  all  ber  amusements  and  walks  ;  their  sentiments  were  congem'al,  and  their  conversatioa 
ever  mutually  roUed  on  the  same  topic 
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thft  illBelkNu  fli  nqr  heart,  that  they  will  neithar  aMkcmeapnytogrkfftttbe^lMihMid,  w 
the  vietiM  af  dhiipatimi  on  tha  qther." 

Leoooni  bow  began  to  oontenplate  the  former  part  of  her  exclamatien.  She  said  that  aQ 
mm  were  bidiffNent  to  her;  hot  thoee  CMlhigi  were  not  tealiied,  at  the  aarittflf  De  Gamier 
roieto  her  mind.  **  Am  I  wrong,'*  said  Leonora,  *«hi  ernlchig  hi  hia  afanaerity?  Can  etfl 
avfia  IWnb  80  noble  and  magnanJmoua  a  spirit?  Impoesiblel  Hit  friertdihip  wanna  avery 
irefai  of  ny  body.  When  I  an  hi  the  pleatnra  of  hia  eonvenatkm  I  lorgM  my  imner  tffOBblei» 
and  listen  with  rapture  to  his  soft  and  elegant  disoonrse." 

She  law  the  oontrast  between  him  and  Monsieur  Diiddf.  The  one  her  asind  taught  her . 
to  admire,  the  other  fear;  the  towering  Ibrm  of  Duelos,  whenever  it  waa  opposed  to  her 
person,  filled  her  mind  with  a  seoret  terror.  6lie  shunned  him  as  the  weary  traveUer  does  thn 
beast  of  the  forest ;  and  by  payhig  him  those  coroplimeots  which  the  order  of  the  day  fbroad 
iter  to  do^  she  hoped  at  least  to  show  him  that  he  had  notUng  to  hope  (pom  bar  attentioa,  or 
tofoar  firom  her  indifference. 

Her  mhMl,  wearied  by  the  kle  soene,  innk  into  the  arma  of  sleep  i  bnt  so  greatly  did  the 
strange  conduct  of  Duc16s  in  the  balloroom  occupy  her  iMttngs,  that  she  dreaint  of  him  and 
thaeampany* 

The  state  of  Dudds's  mbid  was  also  in  the  same  agitation. 

When  he  regained  his  room,  he  rsiieeted  on  the  extraordinary  ooadnot  of  Leooonu  **  Why 
did  she  refose  my  hand  ?"  exclaimed  the  distracted  mao,  in  an  agony  of  despair.  *<  I  thought 
that  the  country  manner  and  antiquated  air  of  this  rustic  would  have  been  too  much  trap»- 
portod  with  the  conquest  which  it  bad  made  to  relinquish  the  priie ;  bnt  1  see  that  the  great, 
the  predomioant  evil  assails  equally  all  women ;  and  the  false  gloss  whiqh  poUshet  the  maonsc 
of  what  they  call  this  lovely,  this  enchanting  Leonora,  is  nothing  but  the  light  and  meretricioof 
manner  of  the  flirt  and  the  coquette,  which  she  exercises  to  please  her  admirers,  and  indulge 
her  vanity.  But  no  more :  I  will  examine  her  actions  m  private ;  I  will  scrutiniae  each 
look,  each  gesture,  and  each  glance  of  the  eye ;  I  will  be  severe  in  observing  to  whom  they 
are  directed  and  what  sort  of  manner  accompanies  them ;  I  may  then  determine  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  this  girl,  who  appears  to  me  but  in  a  strange  light  Her  aunt,  the  Conntess 
do  SantA,  is  an  amiable  woman,  and  may  Leonora  ever  emulate  her  brightness  and  foUow 
her  example  !  I  am  happy  in  the  intimacy  of  so  respectable  and  worthy  a  iriendi  and  I  am 
afraid  tliat  the  state  of  circumstances  will  soon  estrange  me,  perh^M  for  ever,  from  her 
interesting  society,  as  the  fate  of  a  soldier  is  at  all  times  uncertain.** 

The  approacUag  morning  was  appointed  for  the  water  patty ;  and  scarce  had  -the  moro 
Koged  the  skies  with  orient  red,  ere  all  the  party  were  prepared  for  their  aquatic  excursion. 

Leonora,  De  Gemier,  and  Madame  Santa,  were  to  occupy  the  first  boat ;  tiia  Count  de 
Graa,  Monsieor  Le  FVts,  Madame  Berton,  and  the  remaining  party  the  others. 

The  day  was  partieularly  fovourable,  and  Leonora,  who  had  never  been  on  the  water 
before,  was  vastly  entertamed ;  but  every  tune  they  came  against  a  rising  wave,  or  were 
tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  foan|ing  bOlows,  her  courage  left  her,  and  she  discovered  emotions  of 
foar. 

De  Gemier  pacified  her,  and  told  her  not  to  apprehend  the  least  danger ;  and  under  luob 
guardian  auspioes  she  resigned  her  fears  to  the  bubbles  of  the  deep. 

The  oountesa,  to  whom  a  water  party  was  no  novelty,  ridiculed  the  jsppiehensions  of  Leo- 
nem.    She  called  her  a  coward,  and  told  her  that  she  would  not  do  for  a  sailor's  wife. 

«*  That  may  be,**  rejoined  Leonora,  **  bat  I  think  after  a  little  experience  you  wUi  not  tax 
me  with  pusillanimity,  and  will  cease  to  upbraid  me  for  my  childish  fears.*' 

'^  Well,"  replied  the  countess,  *'  I  am  happy  to  hear  you  acknowledge  your  fours,  and  make 
no  doubt,  the  next  time  we  go  on  the  water,  that  you  will  brave  the  dangers  of  the  deep.*' 

The  party  now  stopped  to  take  some  refreshment,  and  the  oountesa  asked  her  frlendk  bow 
they  were  entertained* 

They  all  assured  her  of  their  amusement  and  satisfaction. 

The  close  of  evening  drawing  on,  warned  them  to  repair  to  the  mansion. 

The  Countess  de  Santd  congratulated  Monsieur  Ducl6s  on  his  early  and  fortunate  recovery, 
jusd  expressed  to  him  her  sincerest  sentiments  of  regret  for  his  sudden  indisposition,  particularly 
^  to  aiticgi  a  period* 
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Coneealinf  in  hit  mm  mind  the  imI  dievmtaiioa^  he  Iheaked  her  for  her  tjFuipathixinf 
•dUcitttde*  and  toU  her  that  he  was  reryiorry  that  he  folt  hiiiiietf  in  tneh  a  ataCe  as  forced  bin 
to  qait  the  roevi. 

The  coantett  suspecting^  however,  the  leal  slate  ef  the  caie,  sniRered  the  jnatlcr  to  drop 
wUhottt  further  ooBversaiioB. 

De  Gernier  and  Dndds  bifonaed  their  worthy  hostess,  that  they  ooold  not  have  the  pleesniw 
of  dhiing  wHh  her  the  neit  eveofaigt  as  some  friends  reqaested  their  coiOpaay  on  some  impei^ 
tant  buiioess. 

Their  real  object  in  aboentbg  themselves  from  the  ehatentt  was  to  attend  some  friends,  or 
rather  black-legt,  in  a  party  which  they  had  made  for  that  evening 

I  mast  inform  my  readers  that*  morose  and  severe  as  Menrienr  DiicI6s  appeared,*  and  ready 
as  he  was  to  take  notice  of  the  weaknew  ef  nmnkind^  he  was  neverthelen  one  et  the'fimt  to 
difloover  it  in  htmseH;  for  he  was  inclined  to  one  ef  the  very  worst  afbctidns  of  ^the  heait,  tiiat 
fatal  propensity  gaming.  Indeed  so  sangnine  was  his  thirst  after  tide  dtihoooiirablei  and 
ruinoos  vice,  tbu  by  his  artiflee  and  cunning  lie  had  persnaded  yonng  De  Qemler  to  sip  and 
taste  that  cordial  which  waa  mixed  lor  his  min* 

But  De  Gemier's  mind  was  too  strong  to  follow  the  principles  of  so  worthless  and'  abomi- 
nable a  vice. 

He  saw  the  drift  of  Dueidf,  which,  however,  was  not  made  for  his  own  bsnefit;  hot  merely 
to  indulge  his  sanguine  passion ;  for  he  dki  not  exhort  De  Gemler  to  be  Mfe  eompatffon  iff  that 
vice  to  make  a  purse  fbr  himself  t  no,  far  from  it. 

His  priaciples  were  so  hardened  by  gaming,  that  hi  vab  did  De  Gemier's  IKendly  advice 
operate  on  his  mind,  which,  wedded  to  its  own  ignoranoe  and  fUly,  followed  IqMmtaneotMly  Ite 
own  diotates,  and  pursued  a  system  that  would  ultfanatdy  crown  hb  dtshoneurable  exploits 
with  misery,  grief,  remorse,  and  distress. 

He  asked  his  friend  De  Gernier  to  accompany  him  If  he  did  play. 

His  request  was  grsnted. 

This  evening  seeosed  to  detennioe  his  future  fiite. 

They  now  arrived  at  the  rooms,  which  were  tolerably  filled  with  people  s  the  care-worn 
visage,  the  hopes  and  the  fears  which  marked  the  traits  of  their  oountenanees,  strongly  charaio* 
terixed  them  for  what  they  ieUowed. 

Ducl6s  DOW  seated  himself  with  three  companions  from  whom  he  had  recently  won  consi- 
derable sums  of  money. 

He  now  staked  the  enormoos  sum  ef  one  thousand  Louis  d'or,  which,  A«m  the  first  coarse 
of  the  play,  and  the  bend  of  the  game,  seemed  to  ensnre  him  suceest,  but  sn  unlucky  card 
niade  him  lose  the  stake. 

Doclds,  undaunted  by  this  triviai  loss,  and  whose  mind  was  goaded  on  by  the  varying 
passions  of  hope  and  fear,  ventured  upon  double  the  sum  which  he  had  just  lost.  His  friend 
De  Gernier  was  now  oonoemed  for  his  salbty,  and  wished  him  to  cease  playing  any  more ;  but 
no,  he  would,  have  his  own  way. 

The  deep  tint  of  the  carnation,  but  which  was  soon  exchanged  for  the  livid  paleness  of  the 
lily,  which  marked  the  conntenance  of  Dttelds,fplainly  discovered  the  emotions  of  his  soul. 
He  saw  from  the  beginning  that  ruin  attended  him,  yet  hope  brightened  np  his  oounteoance» 
and  trusting  to  the  dehisive  goddess,  he  played  deeply,  and  by  the  svperior  skill,  wily  artifice, 
and  deep  peneiratbm  of  his  adiagonlsts,  he  fatally  lost  all  which  he  had  so  Iroprudently  staked. 

Yet  this  did  not  stop  hu  ruinous  course,  for  he  now  mustered  up  all  he  bad  to  the  last 
shillbg,  und  his  robe  was  all  he  dared  to  claim  as  his  own. 

De  Gernier  was  very  sorry  for  him,  but  experienoe  had  taught  hhn  that  it  was  In  vafh  to 
direct  good  advice  to  the  heait  of  him  who  was  insensible  to  its  value,  and  who  spumed  its 
tendency.  He  now  saw  the  evil  coming  on  which  he  had  long  anticipated.  A  few  minutes 
would  determine  his  fate;  efther  ensure  him  success,  or  plunge  him  into  the  abyss  o. 
misery. 

The  haggard  looks  and  distorted  countenance  of  Monsieur  DncI6s  strongly  exposed  the 
feelings  of  his  soul ;  his  fears  were  visible,  and  his  hands  trembled  at  eech  card  he  played.  He 
looked  at  the  countenances  of  his  companions,  but  they  were  stem  and  uochanged.  He  now 
saw  that  the  theory  of  De  Gender's  advice  was  rejected  tot  the  «i^T\ffiQk<(2i^  ^^  «n^^\w^  VvI^a^ 
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to  flv  flpon  this  infernal  pundamoniunit  but  it  W9M  too  late }  thtr  amaty  wm 
niMry  wm  liov«riiig  ovtr  MOh  ewd  be  piftyed,  ttti  at  Uft  that  deftractioit  ef  att  uaHtkf 
comfort,  which  his  fearn  taught  him  long  to  anticipate,  bnt  which  his  hopes  etiimrinted  bte  t* 
rejact,  was  oompl^d ;  thm  last  heavy  streke  ceoeloied  his  ratal,  aoA  eioied  the  scene  §ar  erer 
from  his  eyes ;  he  was  now  a  beggar,  the  sad  victim  of  foUy  and  iniquity;  bewasdeslilate  ef 
every  comfort  in  tlie  worid»  an  ontcaat  from  sodsty,  and  esttad  trtat  every  (Hend ;  Am*  tbase 
lodividuols  who  rally  round  the  standard  of  praapeffity^  are  the  very  first  te  teitve  os  in  adeenity ; 
long  may  we  wander  among  its  wiles,  and  in  vain  may  we  call  upon  them  for  asslHmrtr,  fcr 
their  ears  are  daaf  to  onr.  pcayera.  Bh  sensee  are  now  awakened  torn  just  stose  of  Wb  sHun 
tion ;  his  mind,  which  had  long  ahMsbavod  in  elns^  aad^every  evil  prapeoiify,  liroae  t»  s  aeriau 
contemplation  of  hisnatw^tahia  and.  uapitied  atate. 

Ha  now  saw  the  many  disadvantagea*  inattOMnride'ineeMeBiOaeBBy  troobtet,  cnree*  afiietH 
and  remorses,  arising  from  piodigacy  and  gnrnbtoig.  He  had  deaptoad  and  ralfaaed  to  UHes  to 
the  voice  of  reason ;  bis.sangviQe  dffiie  toanliate  hia  infernal-  paasion  noir  loapad  the  barveat 
of  its  toils  i  but  wbat  was  it?  ▲  bawaiv  a  atmnger  lo  bappioea^  nat*n  friend  to  eyspatbtae 
with  him  in  his  sufferings,  or  to  alleviate  his  diitw; 

"  Why  did  I,**  aadaiiBed  the  nobappy  man*  balldlstraeted  by  despair,  "refban  to  lislen  to 
the  voice  of  my  friend?    I  have  injured  him  by  my  folly ;  I  dare  not  look  him  in  tba  hm  and 
aay  I  repeat,  now  the  deed,  ah  1  the  latal  deed,  ia  indeed  done.    Can  I  seek  oeeiint  tnm  bin 
whom  I  have  refused  to  obey,  and  wboaa  Imndiy  admonitions  I  have  resolntely  reCbaed  to 
follow  ?    No ;  I  must  now  endure  the  miseriea  whiebby  uiy  wretohed  oondnet  i  bave  8»  aadly 
entailed  on  myself.    The  honr  is  now  eoae  when  oonacience  will  faaome  ber  tbioae,  aad  view 
impartially  the  deeds  of  the  soul     Oh  1  what  a  terrible  judgoMOl  it  pronounces  I    Oh  eovtb, 
hide  me  from  the  light  of  the  day ;  ica  n^s  are. terrible  to  roe;  it  inpoaas  a  dead  aileaee  oo  all 
around,  which  stifles  the  force  of  passion,  and  teaches  tiie  deluded  mind  to  listen,  to  tbeveiee 
of  nature  and  of  truth.    On  what  side  eball  I  look  Isr  ooinlbrt  ?   Is  it  possible  fbr  lai^vage  to 
defend,  or  ingenuity  to  palliate  such  crimes?    Of  what  avail  is  all  the  sivdied  elegnnee'el  the 
Parisian  court  ?  of  what  advantage  is  a  gay  nnd  Isahionable  hilesoaurie  with  tbe  world,  rinee 
it  ia  productive  of  such  misexy  and  distvesa?    Acenraed  be  tbe- hour  that  everaadooed  ae  Iran 
the  path  of  virtue  !    Accursed.be  the  honr  that  ewr  I  entered  tbta  volnptooos  and  dissipated 
oity  !    Before  I  plunged  myself  into  this  abyss  of  shame  and  misery,  f  waa  a  Mrangir  to  the 
blandishments  of  se4a6tion  and  tbe  evil  passieoSk    How  strong  ia  taasptatlon !  bowaNoing !' 
bow  seducing  the  gain  of  gaming !     Stung  at  first  by  my  seeming  good  lock*  I  stopped  net  to 
•examine  into  its  eventual  consequenoesi  but  fboUsbly  tbaugbt  that  I  could  stop  when  I  Ubcd . 
bnt  experience,  ah  1  dire  experience,  has  shown  me  bow  fatally  I  have  been  deeeived.     When 
first  I  entered  this  city,  I  only  followed  the  dictates  of  nature ;  I  was  geaeroua  from  my  soui 
and  sincerely  loved  my  profession  j  I  never  disoavered  any  eril  propenaltiea,  and,  above  all,  any 
f0r  the  system  of  gaming,  but  the  iatrodnctien  which  I  ^at  into  ite  infernal  parties  alienated 
tbe  affections  of  my  heart,  seduoed  ray  prineiple%  and  have  entailed  inevitable  deatrnetlan  and 
eternal  misery  on  me.     Is  not  this  instance  of  the  depravity  of  .IIm  workl»  its  gvosa  srniiwHty* 
aeduotive  charms,  and  paiofol  riciasitiide^  anfiieif nt  to  turn  my  bnin  ?    But  let  me  view  asore 
closely  the  state  of  my  affairs.    Ob  1  meroifaUFatber,  wbat  a  bideowpiotoro  I    Radeeed  firom 
the  highest  state  of  affluence  and  ease  to  indigenoo  and  wont»  eapoiieneewiU  new,  I  trust, 
teach  me  how  to  iu>preciate  those  14esainga  wbiab  1  have  sbameAittjtlavisbed  awwy  en  tbe 
Totaries  of  gaming^  Yoluptupuneas»  and  dissipatioii*    1  now  find,  that  I  have  not  a  peony  In  tbe 
world  to  meet  its  incumbent  exjoenaesb  and  ahaU  moal  piobabiy  be  iMionlbdaad  deapiaed  by  tbe 
evil  agents  of  my  misery." 

De  Gemier  was  truly  afilioted  for  tbe  ha»vy  loss  of  bia  friendi  wiiom  be  bore  weeping  under 
his  arm  from  tbe  tables.  He  endeavoured  to  oonsole  bios  as  mncb  aa  possible  by  aoggestii^ 
those  means  which  would  the  beat  tend  to  recivit  bia  loafc  prepsMy^  Ho  advised -ban  t9 
relinquish  that  profession  which  by  hia  reduced  obtMunslancea  bo  waa  oo  longer  able  te  Ibllow 
with  credit  to  himself,  or  satisfaction  to  the  corps.  He  pomted  out  those  means  by  which  be 
would  be  the  best  able  to  procure  support*  which,  added  to  tbopfofila^  bis  mimnrisrinn,  woold, 
if  he  left  off  his  fatal  vice»  gaming  afford  him  &  eonfoitaMo'and  daoHM  snbsisHBoee. 

Ductus  now  but  too  sadly  perceived  the  eOaaoy  of  De  Gendci^  si^teations,  and  be 
aeiolvcd  to  pot  them  inmediataliy.inio  actian»   Boitrtnwl»idiotlin>wthotHiirattd>atfcoto 


iv^Rdnlend  fp0l»  wiMw  la  iilMfc  torraw  he  might  nMe 
^^kUfBreKof  Am  a  lisMM  omI  oontrite  reptDliuioe. 

Vhe<«d  kuMgmuba  9i  Ui  aflUft  ImmI  wadud  the  itatatHL  Tlw^toily'ww  vraBh  ««• 
•wand  for  hitdrMttil  kw*  «n4  were  equally  twrpnaed  «t  the  kamm  which  dictated  k. 

DaclAt'a  wSmd  wattao  wMk  «ppff«tied  with  griaf  to  goaad  wish  the  Ikmily  at  SUbML 
rtMHtan  ateo  pravioMtoliis^lNtftiim;  he  itBt  his  thanks  to  Iheaovnlen  lor  iierlibcnJ  and 
hoapluble  eondiKt  to  hha,  «aiid  sfaiceNly  tegretced  that  the  oMiet  i»ahdiil  cJicnroataaees  wooU 
dbr  eter  put «  period  to  thsirenlfaBlKy. 

He  KowhMde  a  leadar  iriJew  to  I>s  Genrfer,  and  6ew  Amn  Paris,  a»d  alsolirlraBi  te 
•ooaeh-of  sono  of  hit  caadHwRi,  he  owing:  various  biHs  whieh  has  sodden,  rareneef  fertane  woohl 
aot  matkr  hkn  to  disdhaife  preiioas  to  Ms  dcpartare. 

De  Gemier  was  esny  for  DndbAs,  as  he  aaw  the  friend  whees  he  revered,  and  whom  tiio 
whole  society  of  officers  esteemed,  going  into  voluntary  exile— for  away  from  the  wisnrlw, 
verities,  nnd^epravUy  oC  ihe  woild,  io  pass  his  time  in  sorrow  and  hi  prayer,  and  ahon  that 
oiiealnte  man,  hf  whom  he  hnd  heen  wdneds 

De  Gemier  aslced  Qnelds  if  he  could  do  anything  for  him  previous  to  his  sad  departure. 

The  hrtter  answered  hi  thowagifti«e» 

Heosaunsd  fie  Ocvaier  timt  often  In  hbhmely  and  miscmble  walhs  he  should  think  ofhim, 
and  reflect  with  gratitude  on  his  undeviatiog  sincerity.  He  said  that,  when4far  distant  fnmi 
tlio  voioe  of  envy,  dissipation,  «nd  hnrary,  when  oway  Awm  the  whiipera  of  malevolence,  and 
soehidBd  linm the  fade  passisfn  of  ttaewmU  he  should  often  thinly  en  him,  and  Mass  Mn 
amengit  the  many  which  hii  nlrmiiaatanasi  tnnght  him  to  weei^  for. 

The  next  mommg  IHieMs  set  off  on  Us  ailwrable  jeamey,  De  Gemier  having  fumishod 
fafan  ivilbeome' money  to  ^Mray  his  espensea,  aa  Uie  bst  iribole  of  his  esteem  and  affection. 

De  Gemier,  deiplto  of  tlmmany  inHpedfanents  wMch  the  eharaeter  of  Dnelds  otBBred  against 
MawMilp.  oonttnclad  a  fiim  and  Mlhfal  ahiesHty  ^  him,  which  heordently  evineed  to  the 
lastmonmnt  which  he  was  with  hhsk 

DiMldft's  ndnd,  deapito  of  Hs  liraHtles,  waaenaoeptlblo  of  the  finest  emoUens ;  the  latent  sparic^ 
of  virtue  was  not  wholly  oxtingnlahcd,  hut  his  intenicalled  aenm  ibr  gaming  extinguished  tim 
dyfav  embem  of  all  moral  aAmtiens,  andhronght  on  that  ruin  whieh  was  pertentens  Irom  hi» 


De  Gemier  had  uniformty  endaavanrad  to  chasten  his  mind  and  correct  bis  passions,  httt 
all  hie  advlee  was  nnproitably  bestowed,  although  Dodds  was  a  good  lellow  from  his  heart,, 
honest,  candid,  and  upright,  and  would  hove  done  anything  lor  bis  friend.  He  bad  been  in 
varieiaa  engagements  with  De  Gemier,  had  travelled  many  miles  with  bhn,  nnd  always  served 
hhn  with  the  utmost  integrity  of  prhieiple. 

It  was  the  artiftees  of  gay  Paris  that  obsenred  the  Ught  of  his  reason ;  it  was  the  sense  of 
gnin,  and  the  growkig  thimt  after  gamiDg,  that  dimmed  his  eyes ;  he  saw  nothing,  and  ran  with 
heedleas  nnooncero  headlong  down  «  precipice  of  destmction. 

De  Gemier  gave  the  fandly  at  SantA  ehaioau  an  acenrste  aocount  of  the  whole  histoiy 
of  Dnclo8*s  life  as  he  had  remembeied  him,  and  also  detailed  with  pmlizity  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  evening  which  completed  his  rain.  They  were  all  aorry  for  liim,  and  also 
gTeaMy  surprised. 

-  Hew  deloalvo,*'  said  the  oountess,  *'are  the  choraeters  of  men  I  how  deceitful  Is  their 
exterior  apearance  I  from  the  moroee  aspect  and  reserved  nunners  of  Daclds,  I  should  have 
thought  him  above  the  ihtnl  indulgence  of  evil  propensities;  his  mind  appeared  digni6ed  and 
oxidted,  and  wore- the  ehamoler  of «  man  who  held  in  utter  contempt  the  weaiiness  of  nature. 
I  (hid  that  the  glom  which  was  east  over  Ms  aetfoas  was  only  to.  conceal  his  imperfections, 
homnn  frailties,  and  fiiulty  inclinations ;  it  eertalnly  did  sueeessfally  conceal  them  from  me,*and  I 
should  have  been  the  very  last  person  in  existence  to  have  pronounced  him  a  rake  and  a  gambler.** 

•*  1  am  aorry,  my  dear  madam,'*  said  the  worthy  Count  de  Gaas,  *•  that  your  experience 
In  life  has  hero  no  notoriously  Mlod  yon.  1  should  have  thought*  siagularly  calculated  as  you 
an  to  examine  the  chancters  and  dive  into  the  hearts  and  thoughts  of  men,  that  you  would 
have  lendily  hiterpreted  Monsieur  DodAs's  gk>oroy  air  and  metanoboly  manner  into  a  perpe- 
tnal  seaoe  of  BMisiiv  en  his  losses,  his  weakneses  his  fblUes,  and  his  evil  propensities; 
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ivnttg  u  Ui  mind  was  over  the  oeeaa  of  rode  penioBt^  and  oontritiag  and  prantdi- 
tating  schemes  fof  success  in  gaming,  you  might  have  soon  perceived  that  his  reserve  and  stiU 
•  Bianner  were  not  the  effect  of  a  strong  and  dignified  mind  over  the  weaknesses  of  our  nature, 
but  a  melancholy  reflection  on  its  vices,  and  oontriving  the  hest  schemes  of  restoring  his  lossei. 
I  never  lilied  him  lirom  the  fint  day  I  saw  him ;  I  laid  him  down  ibr  a^  bad  character  In  my 
own  mind :  his  manner  was  not  natural,  it  was  the  eflfbct  of  art,  and  the  seeming  triumph  over 
«  sense  of  misfortune ;  his  gloomy  air  was  only  to  eonoeal  the  natural  bent  of  his  mind,  and  to 
draw  in  raw  and  inexperienced  youths,  who,  flattered  by  Ms  seeming  steady  attention  and  quiet 
manner,  considered  him  In  the  light  of  an  able  and  jnst  observer  of  mankind.  How  false  I  how 
Absurd !  He  put  me  in  mind  of  an  experienced  black-leg  in  seareh  of  bb  preys  his  moNse 
eouDtenance,  stem  look,  and  surly  manner,  characterised  him  as  the  subject  of  my  feara,  aad 
the  more  I  saw  of  him  the  more  I  was  induced  to  believe  that  my  opinions  of  him  were  well 
.grounded.** 

The  whole  party  rather  inclined  to  the  sentiments  of  the  eoont,  but  discovered  at  thosame 
time  the  most  unfeigned  expressions  of  sorrow  and  regret  for  the  dreadAd  judgment  Impoaed 
upon  him. 

Weeks  passed  weeks,  till  the  time  which  the  count  bad  proposed  to  stay  was  nearly  espifad. 

Leonora  was  dejected  at  the  thoughts  of  returning  home,  but  willingly  obeyed  the  vrishes 
of  her  father. 

Their  time  was  passed  in  the  same  monotonous  order  of  pleasure  and  saliafaotion,  nothfaig  of 
«ny  importance  occurring,  save  that  the  esteem  which  Leonomliad  entertained  fa#  De  Gemler, 
and  which  was  indeed  rather  encouraged  by  the  count,  increased  dally  and  soon  grew  up  into  a 
tender  passion,  and  produced  emotions  in  her  breast  which  she  hod  hitherto  been  a  stranger  to. 

The  effect  of  her  growing  love  was  fully  exemplified  in  an  interview  which  she  had  with 
De  Gemier  previous  to  her  departure.  She  was  induced  to  take  a  walk  one  evening,  it  being 
very  mild,  clear,  and  beautiftil.  The  sky  was  spangled  with  countless  myriads  of  stars ; 
the  sun  had  long  sunk  into  the  lower  world,  its  shadow  lengthening  as  it  was  drawn  over  the 
surface  of  the  earth ;  the  mountain  tops  were  tinged  with  a  golden  ray,  which  still  lingering 
on  their  towering  summits,  diflhsed  a  soft  radiant  hue  on  all  around.  The  moon  was  jnst 
ascending  above  the  horison  in  cloudless  mi^jesty ;  all  nature  seemed  to  repose ;  a  soleosn  stiU* 
neas  involved  the  £sce  of  things  and  the  finest  emotions  of  the  soul  were  awidiened  to  a  serious 
and  awful  contemplation  of  the  sacred  author  of  our  existence. 

She  cast  her  eyes  to  the  city  of  Paris  and  the  river  Seine,  the  majestic  appearance  of 
which  filled  her  mind  with  the  most  pleasing  ideas. 

She  thought  on  De  Gemier,  and  wished  to  see  him,  yet  the  modest  blush  which  soSosed 
her  cheek  stifled  her  desire,  but  so  propitious  were  adventitious  circumstances,  that  after 
turning  her  eyes  round  she  saw  De  Gemier  approaching  her  in  a  quick  and  hurried  pace. 

**  I  am  afraid,  my  dear  Leonora,  that  you  will  catch  cold ;  I  think  you  are  rather  imprudent 
in  staying  out  so  late.**  Leonora  said  she  hoped  not,  but  really  the  lovely  and  eoehanting 
appearance  of  the  sleeping  world  induced  her  to  take  a  walk,  and  prolong  it  more  than  she 
had  first  intended.  She  said  that  she  took  infinite  delight  in  the  cootempiatiob  of  so  sublime 
and  heavenly  a  scene. 

The  face  of  nature  was  now  beautifully  soft,  the  bright  orb  of  night  shining  in  tranquil  glory 
in  the  blue  ether,  above  and  throwing  a  dubious  shade  on  the  dark  underwood  of  oak  and  birch 
beneath,  concluded  a  scene  of  infinite  majesty  and  grandeur. 

Leonora  and  De  Gemier  were  transported  by  such  exquisite  delights. 

The  solitary  grandeur  of  the  objects  that  immediately  surrounded  them,  the  mountain  region 
towering  above  the  mangificent  structure  of  the  ancient  chateau,  the  venerable  avenue  of  trees, 
the  stately  aspect  of  the  larches,  which  waved  their  heads  mournfully  over  the  forest  tops, 
conveyed  to  their  minds  the  most  pleasing  and  tranquil  emotions. 

**  I  am  happy,**  said  De  GemicTf  '*  that  the  natural  tum  of  my  feelings  is  congenial  with 
.  yours  t  I  have  discovered  a  uniform  monotony  of  sentiment  in  our  minds,  our  ideos  are  the  same, 
and  I  cannot  refrain  from  assuring  you  how  tenderly  I  love  and  adore  you. 

'*  Honourable  as  your  esteem  is,**  rejoined  Leonora,  "and  sensible  as  I  am  of  your  kindness 
and  attention,  the  state  of  our  family  affairs  is  such  as  precludes  me  from  making  that  frank- 
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'Aen  whzeh,  if  wotds  do'noi  foAeiMiUy  eonvej  to  yon,  ia  viIb  do  ay  tUled'  emodoai 

conceaL" 

"  I  well  know,  my  detr  Leonora,  the  fUtte  of  your  orind,  aod  shall  eeaie  to  hirus  yon  by 
proposing  those  things  which  are  is  yet  far  distant ;  it  is  ay  baiioess  to  comfort  and  support, 
rtther  than  distresi  yoa,  and  the  time  may  come  when  our  mutual  attaehment  will  be  crowned 
with  the  joys  it  so  Justly  merits ;  and  J  am  happy  your  kind  father  his  given  me  permission  to 
correspond  with  you,  and  nsit  him  at  his  villa,  which  I  shall  certainly  do  as  early  as  possible." 

**  I  am  happy,"  replied  Leonora,  "  that  we  shall  have  the  pleiisnre  of  your  company, 
although  our  humble  cottage  greatly  diflers  from  our  former  mansion.  Ah !  would  1  ware 
there !  we  should  then  be  able  to  entertain  you  in  a  suitable  manner,  and  I  should  be  able  to 
fiivour  and  countenance  that  attention  jwhicb,  from  tiie  present  critical  situation  of  our  affdn* 
is  so  uselessly  bestowed  on  me*** 

*^  Do  not  distress  yonrsell^  my  dear  Leonora,  most  adorable  virgin  J  ^consider  me  as  yonr 
brother,  and  repose  on  my  coniklence  the  secrets  of  your  heart,  and  rest  assured  that  you  may 
.  always  rely  on  my  integrity.* 

**  That  I  have  done,**  resumed  our  heroine ;  "  I  have  relied  on  your  fidelity  with  the  assor- 
ance  of  a  sister,  and  shall  uniformly  and  implicitly  rest  on  your  sincerity.'* 

•*  May  yon  ever  fiod  me  worthy  of  that  trust,"  replied  De  Gemier. 

The  damps  of  night  beginning  to  fall,  induced  our  youthful  couple  to  gain  the  mansion, 
,  where  they  found  all  the  party  in  good  spirits,  and  anxiouriy  waiting  Iheir  return  from  walking. 

A  Madame  Vanlevier  was  drinking  tea  with  the  countess.    She  was  a  very  agreeable  and 
-interesting  woman;  the  hand  of  time  had  touched  her  features,  and  without  impairing  her 
fhcultios,  had  only  added  a  dignity  and  superiority  to  her  person,  which  her  yonth  had  left 
unfinished. 

She  was  very  much  struck  with  the  modesty  and  sImpUeity  of  Leonora,  who  Iiad  looked 
that  evening  particularly  well. 

Perhaps  it  was  the  tender  declaration  of  De  Gemier  which  consoled  her,  and  heated  her 
youthful  imagination,  perceiving  nevertheless  that  many. disadvantages  would  attend  their 
union ;  but  these  she  concealed  to  herself.  The  soft  manner,  impassioned  address,  tender 
feelings,  and  honourable  faitegrity  of  De  Gemier  were  foremost  in  her  thoughts.  She  was 
constantly  thinking  of  him,  and  praising  in  her  mind  his  many  distinguished  qnalitiee. 

The  count  and  Leonora  were  to  quit  the  chateau  and  the  agreeable  society  of  tha  Couatess 
de  Santa  the  next  morning.  She  was  sorry  and  reluctant  in  retummg  to  the  scenes  of  her 
former  misery  and  distress. 

But  still  she  felt  happy  in  her  own  mind  in  revisiting  the  cottage  where  she  had  experienced 
such  genuine  affliction. 

She  wished  to  put  her  fortitude  to  the  strength  of  trial,  and  see  how  absence  had  operated 
on  her  mind.  She  resolved  to  meet  the  cottage,  and  all  its  appendages,  without  a  tear ;  yet 
when  reflection  stirred  up  in  her  mind  the  past  events,  a  sigh  escaped  hei^^he  true  and 
grateful  tribute  of  a  feeling  heart 

Having  informed  De  Gemier  of  her  departure,  she  wished  him  good  night,  and-  resigned 
her  weary  eye-lids  to  the  poppy  influence  of  Morpheus,  who  veiled  in  a  temporary  oblivion  all 
her  past  woes. 

CHAPTER    IV. 


-**  Yoar  Iktber! 


Oil !  QDfold  tbi«  ImpeueCrable  nyatery. 
And  ea«o  my  heart  of  it«  deadly  aorrow!* 


Having  arranged  all  for  her  jooraey,  she  obeyed  the  summons  of  her  ftither.  They  wished 
the  countess  adieu,  who  promised  to  visit  them  the  first  opportunity. 

Leonora's  departure  from  De  Gemier  was  aflfecting,  but  he  comforted  her  by  telling  her 
that  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  saw  her  again.  This  consolation  had  its  desired  efibot,  and 
she  released  herself  from  his  embrace,  sufl'ering  a  tear  to  twinkle  in  her  eyes  os  she  stepped 
into  the  carriage,  which  now  driving  up  the  long  walk,  was  soon  out  of  s^ht 

The  harvest  was  nearly  completed ;  the  matured  aspect  of  the  couatrT,  the  husbandmen 
^tting'in  their  friendly  seeds,  the  antuinnal  tint  that  began  to  mark  the  (ace  of  nature  with  si 
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iht  eirciimftaDoet  that  bad  happened  at  Parii  since  their  departure ;  he  alio  told  them  that 
the  CounteM  De  Sant4  dctired  her  beit  love,  and  was  in  good  health  and  spiriU  the  last  time 
he  left  her. 

Their  hours  rolled  in  pleasiog  chit*chat  from  dhwer  to  supper,  tiD  at  length  the  hour  of 
midnight  warned  them  for  repose.  ' 

De  Gemier  wishing  the  count  and  Leonora  goo4  night,  retired  to  the  room  which  was 
iqipointed  for  him. 

The  count  had  proposed  to  De  Gemier,  should  the  weather  prove  (avourable»  to  go  out 
ahootUig  the  next  morning,  as  the  oountiy  around  abounded  with  an  astonishing  profoskm  of 
afl  sorts  of  game. 

Be  Gemier  arose  early  the  next  morning,  and  was  Joined  by  the  count,  who^  being  both 
flushed  with  eager  hopes  of  success,  set  out  on  their  sporting  excursion. 

The  count  wu  wont  to  be  a  fiimous  shot  in  the  field,  but  by  some  misfortune  did  not  dis- 
tingubh  himself^  whilst  his  youthful  companion  was  the  undisputed  hero  of  the  day.  With  a 
gladdened  heart  he  brought  the  triumphs  of  his  sport  to  Leonora,  who  viewed  the  victims  of 
his  success  with  a  kind  of  synpathixing  complacency.  She  was  glad  that  her  lover  had 
with  such  good  success,  but  still  was  sorry  for  the  lives  of  the  innocent  creatures  that 
aecrificed  for  his  sport.  This  kind  of  feminine  commiseration,  which  was  ridiculous  in  the  e^ 
of  the  stem  sportsman,  De  Gemier  soon  defeated.  He  told  I«onom  that  the  momentary 
death  which  was  inflicted  on  them,  did  not  allow  them  time  to  be  sensible  of  pain. 

*'  But.should.they i>e  wounded,  poor  creatures,**  rejoined  Leonora,  **  would  they  not  thaa 
groan  under  the  most  excruciating  tortures  ?  And  should  they  in  that  case  escape  from  you» 
would  they  not  languish  isL  all  the  pains  of  an  expiring  existence?** 

^  So  for,"  replied  our  hero,  **  you  are  the  most  able  reasoner ;  but  it  is  the  object,  tha 
grand,  the  distinguishing  object,  of  the  sportsman  to  make  so  sure  of  his  game  as  to  kill  it 
instantaneously;  not  but  what  it  may  sometimes  be  wounded,  and  escape  from  him  in 
torture.** 

**  Wen,**  replied  Leonora,  *'  so  far  you  may  be  in  the  right ;  but,  to  conclude,  I  well  know 
bow  to  appreciate  the  humanity  of  country  sportsmen,  and  think  it  useless  for  a  woman  to 
olTer  her  weak  arguments,  however  good  may  be  the  tendency  of  them,  to  persuade  the  keen 
sportsman  from  the  cruelty  of  bis  pleasures.  I  have  argued  with  many  on  the  same  soliject^ 
and  find  that  you,  amongst  many  others,  maintain  the  same  pertinacious  opinions." 

**  I  have  all  this  time  listened,**  rejoined  De  Geraier,  *'  to  your  persuasive  eloquence,  which 
I  cannot  but  own,  my  dear  Leonora,  has  quite  unmanned  me.  I  submit  to  your  humane  and 
wdl4bunded  arguments,  and  cordially  own  that  you  have  gained  a  complete  victory.  May 
you  preach  up  the  same  good  doctrine  to  the  rest  of  our  firm  and  unbending  sportsmen,  and  I 
am  sure  that  you  would  indisputably  convert  them.** 

'*  I  thank  you  for  your  compliments,  De  Gemier,  and  am  glad  to  see  that  your  rigour  is  a 
little  softened.** 

The  worthy  count,  who  had  been  a  calm  spectator  of  this  warm  contest,  was  sorry  to  see 
victory  declared  in  favour  of  his  daughter,  for  he  was  truly  of  De  Gemier's  sentiments  i  ha 
followed  up  his  game  with  a  keen  spirit,  but  humane  discrimination. 

Their  early  rising  and  laborious  toils  awakened  in  them  a  very  proper  sense  of  appetite^ 
being  both  heartily  ready  for  dinner. 

De  Gemier  passed  a  month  at  the  cottage,  during  which  time  he  spent  his  days  in  hunting 
and  shooting  with  the  count,  and  in  walks  and  interviews  with  Leonora,  which  served  to 
strengthen  his  love  and  her  confidence. 

When  he  talked  to  her,  it  was  not  of  love,  but  of  his  family  affairs,  and  reposed  in  her  breast 
the  secrets  of  his  heart  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  she  had  been  his  sister ;  she  considered 
him  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  brother. 

It  was  highly  gratifying  to  the  count  to  see  the  attachment  of  these  love^  growing  every 
day,  and  ripening  like  the  abundant  harvest,  yet  he  regretted  the  many  obstacles  that  pre- 
cluded their  union.  The  unsettled  state  of  his  affairs,  his  utter  ignorance  of  De  Gemier's 
lamily,  and  various  other  circumstances,  deprived  him  of  the  satisfaction  of  our  hero's  wishes, 
who  was  nevertheless  too  honourable  and  ingenuous  to  press  the  matter  any  further,  and  take 
jufvaattge  of  the  coiinCi  daiultory  concerax 
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De  Oernler,  who  had  laoy  wished  to  have  a  private  laterriew  with  the  eount,  had  hit  aniloiia 
deifie  ntisfied ;  for  one  moniiDg  the  ooiint  deriring  to  speak  a  few  words  with  him,  requeiled 
him  to  step  into  his  study,  as  he  had  sometliiiig  important  to  consult  him  about* 

De  Gemier  willingly  and  gladly  followed  him  Into  an  a(!Uoinbig  room. 

The  count  began  his  conversation  thus  :*- 

*'  It  gives  me  material  pleasure  to  witnem  your  growing  alTeetion  for  Leonora,  and  I  cannot 
but  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  represent  the  many  diflBculties  attending  the  con« 
summation  of  that  attachment  which  you  have  so  strongly  diioovered  for  my  daughter.  Th« 
critical  situation  oTher  fortune,  my  total  ^noranoe  of  your  lunlly,  and  distressed  state  of  my 
aibirs,  put  a  forcible  barrier  to  your  union.  Yet  believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  that  no  obstado 
shall  surmount  that  happiness  which  your  virtues  and  fiddity  to  us  justify  yon  to  eipect,  if  I 
can  ward  them  off;  yet  they  are  of  such  magnitude,  that  I  fear  our  united  efforts  are  too 
feeble  to  annihilate  them.  You  have  been  eye-witness  of  our  present  state  of  living,  my 
depressed  spirits,  and  the  melancholy  of  Leonora ;  and  I  presume  that  you  are  not  utteriy 
ignorant  of  the  causes  which  have  induced  me  to  take  up  my  abode  in  this  lonely  and  dreary 
spot.  I  am  now  then  going  to  rely  implicitly  on  your  confidence :  I  have  tried  the  strength  of 
your  sincerity,  which  merits  my  warmef  t  approbation.  I  think  that  the  integrity  and  spirit  of 
your  principles  vrill  stimulate  you  to  avenge  my  wrongs,  and  obtain  for  me  that  redress  which 
nature  and  the  common  laws  of  justice  so  loudly  call  for.  I  have  been  injured  beyond  redress; 
and  it  appears  that  no  fortune,  however  ample— no  title,  however  Illustrious — no  interest, 
however  great,  flattering,  and  popular,  have  been  able  to  guard  me  against  the  storms  of 
superior  favour,  and  the  cruelty  of  power." 

'*  You  may  rest  assured,  most  honoured  sir,  that  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  secure  your  hap* 
phiess ;  and  whatever  you  confide  in  me,  however  trivial  and  of  slight  importance  it  may  be, 
you  may  rely  on  me  that  I  will  execute  it  with  a  sincere  fidelity.** 

*'  Know,  then,  that  the  Marquis  de  Saint  Puffet  having  got  possession  of  the  title-deeds  of 
my  estate,  has  illegally  secured  it.  The  manner  in  which  the  title-deeds  were  obtained  is  as 
follows : — 

**  A  gentleman,  who  called  himself  a  Monsieur  TOiseau,  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
my  sister  (who  then  resided  with  me  in  the  chateau),  and  paid  his  addresses  to  her,  which  I 
resolved  to  stop  immediatdy,  and  for  which  purpose  I  begged  him  to  discontinue  his  visits  to 
her,  as  I  could  never  consent  to  his  union  with  her.  But  my  interference  was  in  vain,  for  so 
great  was  their  mutual  attachment,  that  he  carried  her  away  clandestinely  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  and  with  him  all  the  deeds  belonging  to  the  chateau.  I  apprehend  that  he  gained  them 
from  my  sister,  who  had  them  locked  up  in  her  drawer,  as,  having  occasion  one  day  to  alter 
them,  thpy  -vere  left  in  her  room  ;  and  who,  I  suppose,  in  the  hurry  of  packing  up,  put  them 
with  those  things  which  she  could  immediately  carry  away  with  her,  by  which  means  Monsieur 
l*Oiseau  became  possessed  of  them.  He  soon  discovered  that  they  were  the  title-deeds  of  the 
estate,  and  resolved  at  first  to  return  them  ;  but  thinking  that  it  might  lead  to  their  discovery, 
he  carried  them  in  his  breast,  resolving  that  death  should  not  sever  them  fW>m  him.  But  as 
he  was  travelling  through  a  forest,  he  unfortunately  dropped  them  all,  and  did  not  miss  them 
till  it  was  too  late  to  find  them  again.  The  Marquis  de  Saint  Puffet  travelling  that  road,  and 
his  valet  perceiring  the  packet  of  papers,  pointed  it  out  to  him,  who  immediately  took  them  up, 
and  having  examined  their  contents,  seised  my  chateau  on  their  claim,  and  drove  me  unpro- 
tected to  seek  shelter  in  the  wide  world.  My  feelings  on  this  iniquitous  circumstance  may  be 
more  easily  imagined  than  described. 

'*  It  is  now  twenty.two  years  since  my  sister  has  left  me,  during  which  time  I  have  known 
no  peace.  I  thought  that  the  long  time  I  remained  unmolested  at  my  chateau,  after  her 
elopement,  would  have  authorised  me  to  expect  security:  but  no,  the  scene  is  reversed; 
robbed  of  my  property  and  my  sister,  an  outcast  from  society,  and  the  subject  of  misery,  I  am 
spending  my  time  in  the  m^ancholy  sorrow  which  you  must  have  lately  witnessed.  This 
Marquis  de  Saint  Puffet  is  the  colonel  of  Henry's  regiment.  I  gained  this  information  from 
my  son,  who  obtained  it  from  one  of  the  marquis's  slaves. 

"  I  am  now,  dear  sir,  considering  what  measures  will  be  best  to  adopt  in  regaining  my  lost 
property,  and  at  the  same  time  anxious  to  become  acquainted  with  the  leading  particulars  of 
your  birth  and  parentage,  as  I  make  no  doubt  I  shall  some  tbn&  l<Q(r«vt^^'«S^^^>^>>^^  ^fick^^^aBs^ 
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tffOB.  But  !  tod  thrt  tht  Upw  aflte  bcgteito  wiMB ;  I— i1btite%ibiMiyial<iJtuHah 
spirits,  and  I  can  loardely  maintain  lo  great  oppretiloii.** 

**  It  gives  me  heartfelt  lorrow,"  replied  De  Dernier,  **to  pere«fve  thai  yMf  eironttsliMit 
ore  fo  dittreseed,  and  tbat  I  am  forced  to  commanleate  enmetliteg  to  ytn^^m  k  iMith  stMagn 
and  surpriiing.  Thia  very  tame  Marqait  de  Saint  PaflM  eip^lM  aw  from  the  vefefment  4ildoli 
yovr  ton  it  in  for  my  Interference  ooneerainf  tluft  tame  etlale»  a  "plnoe  ivMeli  I  wtm  idHaya 
ansions  to  iee»  but  oould  never  ind  an  opportunity.  Tkb  Marquit  de  Saint  I^fl^  teat  ttrt 
tome  military  papers  to  ilgn,  amoogit  wliieh  wu  an  old  dteayad  manuaeript,  ^MHi  'I  p«ffe«% 
rtmember  to  have  been  the  hand-writing  of  toy  fiitber.** 

•*  Of  your  fother  r  exclaimed  the  count,  who  wai  thundetttneiL  At  the  fund  tetlmr. 

^  Have  patience,  good  ilr ;  I  would  not  agitate  your  tpiiftt  at  ftrit  by  bredking  o«t  liMit 
violent  and  Jinoouth  exohunation,  and  have  ealtMd  my  mhid  at  much  at  ^p^tiible  $  b«t  'if  jpm 
will  have  patienee  I  wOl  explain  a  myttary  to  you,  wbksh  In  itt  ttatumlt  moat  maiiiHt— 'fl 
taUifactory.'* 

The  count  wat  attonlthed  beyond  mMture  at  the  ttraoge  cohvenatioP'f  De  Gendir,  %■! 
begged  he  would  proeeed,  and  attured  him  that  he  would  bear  all  whh  fortitude,  and  wtlMl 
oalm  hit  feelingt  aa  much  an  he  potdbly  could. 

"  I  than  then,  my  daaroount,  enter  into  an  daborate  detail  of  the  Mtlory  Of  my  Bfe^  Itfld^l 
tiie  oonelutioii  tfaall  thow  you  that  token  which  will  prove  to  you  the  veradiy  of  my 


Th$  HuHoiry  ofMontimr  L*OUiau,  aStu  De  Gtrmitr* 
**  The  earliest  period  that  I  can  remember  of  my  life  it  of  our  cottage  In  a  small 
the  south  of  F^anoe.  I  perfectly  remember  my  ■mCher,  whom  I  have  every  teaton  to  soppote 
It  gone  to  the  mansions  of  the  Just.  My  fether  diffbaed  from  my  earliest  infuicy  a 
spirit  in  my  mind,  as  he.was  sanguine  in  his  wishes  for  me  to  follow  the  professioa-of 
and  daUy  instructed  me  in  that  part  of  the  scienoe  which  would  best  tend  to  promote  his  wishes. 
He  most  amply  succeeded ;  for  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  I  imbibed  sueh  a  glowing  apfarit  fer 
a  military  life,  that  nothing  could  resist  the  impetuosity  of  my  request.  My  father  appealed 
more  sanguine  than  ever  in  the  cause,  and  promised  to  obtain  a  commission  forme  in  the  king's 
service  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  My  mind,  bent  on  so  glorious  and  honourable  a  life,  discovered 
on  oil  occasioos  the  finest  sallies  of  the  soul.  I  was  quick  to  feel,  and  assmned  perhaps  too 
great  a  degree  of  courage.  My  mother,  whom  I  have  the  strongest  rtasons  to  suspect  did  not 
like  the  intended  plan  of  life  which  my  father  hod  suggested,  anxiously  interrogated  ms  eoo* 
ceming  the  army,  trying  at  the  same  time,  I  am  persuaded,  to  discover  if  the  glowing  and 
ardent  spirit  I  at  all  times  evinced  proceeded  from  a  true  and  virtuous  sense  in  the  cause} 
but  finding  that  I  answered  all  her  questions  with  avidity  and  pleasure,  she  readily  acquteseed 
with  my  request  of  following  a  military  life.  I  was  constantly  reading  of  tiie  signal  esplolli 
of  famed  heroes,  and  ever  musing  on  the  accounts  of  (rattles,  till  my  ideas  were  ao  flushed  with 
martial  glory,  that  I  began  to  condemn  my  age,  or  the  inactivity  of  my  father.  He  kindly 
remonstrated,  and  told  me  that  1  was  yet  too  young  and  weak  in  my  mind  to  resist  the  manf 
temptations  that  would  surround  me  on  all  sides.  I  resigned  with  patience  to  bis  paraotal 
expostulation,  passing  my  time  in  a  serious  application  to  the  various  parts  of  that  profession 
which  I  hoped  would  be  some  time  called  into  action  ;  fondly  hoping,  at  the  same  time,- that  I 
should  evince  by  practice  what  I  gained  in  my  youth  by  theory. 

**  The  year  at  which  I  completed  my  fifteenth  year  at  length  arrived.  Never  shall  1  forget 
my  hopes  and  fears,  which  were  then  all  exposed  in  a  profession  alone  indebted  to  the  system 
of  privation  and  annoyance.  My  father  purchased  my  commission,  and  having  obtained  so 
tionourable  a  post,  it  only  remained  for  me  to  fulfil  my  duties  as  a  soldier  and  a  son  with  cr»> 
dit  to  myself  and  honour  to  the  family.  The  day  soon  arrived  which  was  to  convey  me  to  the 
scenes  of  my  future  destiny.  The  evening  before  I  departed,  my  father  requested  a  few  minutes 
conversation  with  me ;  and  never  shall  I  forget  the  language  which  he  used,  or  tlie  aflectiofi 
he  testified.  He  gave  me  some  tender  advice,  which,  thank  God,  I  have  always  followed,  ifo 
alto  gave  me  a  portrait  of  tay  mother,  and  the  certificate  of  her  marriage ;  he  told  me  never 
to  change  the  name  of  Oe  Gemler,  and  always  to  respect  it.  He  said,  that  should  events  turn 
&ot  ag  adveatithng  drcumitances  might  direct  them,  to  remember  the  portrait  md  the  oerti* 
^te  cf  the  amniMge.** 
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B«NillM«pwtalM4Approfuafai|i«/^«»rfl  but  gUtflnr  his  Anguish  as  auoh  as  bt  oottld» 
tigsd.JPa  GwatertoprsMi^  ■.•■;•  r-<  -t 

•*«P^rh^i,»  sMbib  «lhay!ma9Pb»«l«st4ffMi4««Bfti«ila9fmbaMaft«B.*  BmUkdwm 
«|t»lhihMMiiraf  th»iMiUf.«wrerl»bMaiLUuiaMitaf  tht  fffaw  ta  stranwitstijsi  wtmiA 
Ibtqime,  whiehlhMra  MV«r4«iiafir IhisaMkaVMiiitan;  the maI iWMiM  unfarthM  t* 
thli  YAcy  day^  I  rterifwl  (his»  UkeM  aC  afMliao. fiwBi  ny  firtharwilh-haartlrii  pImmh% 
bqtkwaaaaiadwithgMt  feg  Uia  ftr  tw  aiwi  ssiaw»  —w par  wbiob  anBW|ianii<  tba  taMa 
of  bia  vaioe  whilst  ha spaba  Ui  bm^  ia<>aiiwaariaqsiy  nisit  an  tha  aarariixa;  bnl  myyaaOu. 
fuliBftagiaatii»aidgio»ii^apifUsoa«K<«>^'*''>'^^*halwafl^bai>aa^ 
of  age  i  aad  ocmfaidi^.  tbat  acuM  lufiily  laaaam  i»ibs4ie  Uaa  to  dkslasa  Iha  biataqr  «f  tb» 
papaia»  1  pat  tham  iataniy  «aiataoaft»  pMnfttbammial  la  «9  httai^.iiilhtNit  aooa  snlNiag 
thaata distacb  vy  nundL  Hatoklnafeawnta  U  biaa  oAw^  !•  amilA  badaaMpany,  aai- 
OQQtiill  hiaa  in  aU  aInuU  aiHl  diOealtias^  aa  a Jater^  adaioaJaaaafovabiablatbaB  Iba  oaDst 
leffTantaadaiUhiisiastia4iabUeao(fncadihii^i4ik}baiafreqiMaay  to  bag^l* 

tbaaeosaa  and  tbaa  to  mia  iba  bappinass  My  laalbag  waa  daap^  afiaalad  aft  my  appraacbing 
daparlure»  and  shed  a  cs^^iaus  profUsioQ  af  taan,  "When  tba  faflaolad  aur.tbe  life  1  was«ai  g 
to  laad,  estranged  frooa  hoaia,  tha  subj^al  U  paiil  and  aiafeftUMb  sba  did  aat  kaoar  fibieb  t» 
picture  ia  the  vent  light*  tba  barran  of  «y  prelMa%  ok  my  abssneafraai  banaciety.  My 
mothar  added  to  a  tvaet  banigaity  of  t— ptr  tha  vaat  graaefid  aad^  waaffw tad  aaaanaffs ;  bar 
miod  ahona  in  as  oonspieaous  a  Ught  as  did  bar  oharity  and  aeooipiiihiaats>  She  was  a 
▼irtuoua,  good,  aad  affectionata  wife;  Taneratad  by  tba  poots  estaassad  by  her  equals^  aad 
adnired  by  tbo  rich/' 

Hera  the  ooont  wu  visibly  eoataadiag  with  stmggUog  passtosa  in  his  hreast»  but  did  n#a 
intarrupt  Da  Gamier. 

<*  My  father  was  equally  liked :  he  was  a  quiet,  virtuouSk  and  reserved  laaa  of  firas  pria* 
ciples  and  rigid  integrity ;  his  mind,  though  tainted  by  the  phUosophy  of  tba  age,  partook  of 
a  happy  mixture  of  dignity  and  mildness.  Ha  was  ck»r  and  wall  informed,  read  a  great  deal 
and  observed  much ;  was  fond  of  history,  and  daligbted  ia  chemistry ;  but  bis  natural  twnt 
of  mind  was  foa  tha  army,  although  he  was  no  soldier  himself  but  was  nevertheless  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  whole  of  military  tactics  in  the  most  subtle  points.  The  morning  noir 
arrived  which  was  fixed  for  my  departure ;  and  after  wishing  my  fetbar  and  mother  an  affec- 
tionate adieu,  I  set  out  to  join  tha  dep6t  of  ray  regiment,  which  was  statkmad  at  Lyons.  I 
had  not  been  there  loog  before  I  was  ordered  on  service,  during  which  period  I  became  inll* 
xnately  acquainted  with  Monsieur  Dudds,  the  young  man  who  met  with  such  misfertunea  at 
Paris,  and  whom  I  introduced  to  you  the  first  time  1  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at 
Santi  chateau.  I  had  not  been  long  on  service  before  I  had  manifold  ocearfoos  of  dla* 
tinguishiog  myself,  which  I  did  conspicuously  on  many  occasions,  and  obtained  the  credit 
and  praise  of  the  regiment,  and  the  whole  society  of  officers.  I  wrote  frequently  to  my  fetbfr 
and  mother,  but  only  heard  from  them  once.  I  apprehend  that  the  consfalerable  time  wbidi 
elapsed  before  they  could  receive  my  letters,  and  the  time  which  intervened  befere  I  conld 
get  their  answers,  were  the  causes  of  their  delay.  Six  months  having  escaped  whh  no  reply, 
awakened  mc  to  a  serious  consideration  on  the  strange  drcnmstanees  wUeb  dictated  their 
procrastiDalwn,  which  was  truly  alarming.  Hie  critieal  sitwatiaB  in  wUeh  T  waa  placMi 
precluded  the  possibility  of  obtaining  leave  of  absence,  or  gafafag  aay  mfemMlioa  concemiog 
the  melanchdy  causes  of  ray  fether^s  silence.  A  whak  year  passed  fia  tbe  same  monotonoaa 
uniformity  of  horror  and  despair.  I  gave  myself  ap  «  test  ta  my  femSy,  aod  enrsed  th«  hoar 
that  ever  induced  me  to  follow  the  profesiion  of  arma ;  bat  idH  a  rfighl  ray  of  consol.itieti 
gleamed  on  my  wearied  soul.  I  reflected  on  the  passibairy  of  iidsiafilafi  aad  the  km  of  Ma 
letters,  the  distaaca  from  our  head- quarters  to  tike  aSage  ia  wWf^b  my  father  rcfiided  berap 
very  considerable ;  but  no  letter  appearing,  I  tbes  gavw  mysgtf  ap  as  lort  for  «vw  to  mw 
faaaily,  and  them  to  ma.  I  passed  my  thna  fai  tba  mast  si^dsisa  tocascnia  of  grief  aod  d^> 
Another  year  feifowed  in  tljis  dreary  and  m^caiid  maaaer?  sat  a  ray  of  hope  brign  •«*^ 
my  darkened  counftenaDca,  aH  my  efibrts  ta  traaa  any  busmfe<iaa  of  my  femaly  were  Jrw^ 
I  dki  not  sooeacd in  ooew     i  was astaafeba^  bam,  aad  asmiifisdUyoad  '^ 

ing  in  painfal  anxiety,  and  harassed  by  all  tha  oassodta^  aaaaa  of  rav  vi 
With  its  toib^  mildiigwtadvigitobHMliMat»ifeMulvasM4atear 
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jolitode,  where  I  migtit  pan  my  time  la  tdBudtf  niiery»  end  ettatn  eoafiirt  in  the  midit  ef 
laehuicboly  retirement.  No  prospect  appeared  to  allemte  my  dietrew ;  in  a  atrange  country,  ' 
destitute  almost  of  proTiilona,  and  exiled  from  OTcry  friend»  I  gave  myself  up  to  the  most 
painful  ideas ;  the  most  grating  reflections  racked  my  brain,  whOst  the  daily  toil  and  arduou*. 
difficulties  of  my  station  materially  contributed  to  waste  and  consume  my  constitution.  My 
health  was  getting  very  indifferent;  I  had  not  a  person  to  assbt  me,  save  the  generous 
Dttcl6s,  who  proved  himself  to  be  a  most  warm,  fiuthful,  and  smcere  friend.  The  only  cause 
which  in  some  measure  tended  to  compensate  ibr  such  accumulated  distress,  was  the  rapid 
promotion  I  obtained.  Having  been  wounded  in  several  battles  and  secured  a  pension,  I  got 
permission  to  quit  the  service.  I  had  acquired  a  comfortable  support  from  the  profits  of  my 
commission ;  which,  added  to  my  yearly  stipend,  enabled  me  to  live  in  an  independent 
manner.  Having  waded  through  the  tidckest  of  my  difficulties,  I  resolved  to  trace  my  father 
if  I  possibly  could.  I  must  inform  you  that  it  was  during  this  period  of  affliction  that  J  was 
expelled  from  the  Marquis  de  Saint  Puffet's  regiment,  without  any  friend  to  apply  to,  to  assist 
me  in  seeking  for  redress.  After  my  unjustifiable  expulsion,  which  was  of  that  nature  as  did 
not  preclude  me  from  entering  into  another  regiment,  I  re-entered  the  service.  lim- 
mediately  set  off  for  our  cottage,  and  on  my  arriving  there  I  Ibund  it  inhabited  by  strangerst 
and  that  the  name  of  my  dear  fiftther  was  almost  unknown  to  tliem.  You  may,  my  dear 
county  more  easUy  imagine  than  lean  describe  my  feelings  on  this  moumfol  occasion.  Never 
shall  I  forget  the  horrors  of  the  moment !  I  fainted  in  the  arms  of  the  unknown  servant,  and 
only  recovered  to  fresh  scenes  of  misery  and  grieC  I  ibund  out  that  it  was  impossible  to  gain 
any  information  either  of  my  father  or  mother.  I  therefore  gave  them  up  as  lost  to  me  in  this 
temporary  scene  of  misery  and  pain.  I  daily  prayed  for  their  health*  if  in  this  worid,  and 
for  the  consummation  of  their  happiness  if  in  the  next ;  which,  from  the  exemplary  lives 
they  both  led,  I  have  reason  to  antidpate." 

The  count  became  so  violently  oppressed  by  his  feelings  as  to  be  totally  mcapable  of 
listening  any  more  to  the  narration  of  De  Gernier ;  he  retired  to  his  study,  begging  him  to 
continue  bis  history  the  next  day,  which  he  promised  faithfrilly  to  do. 

Leonora  eagerly  asked  him  why  his  countenance  looked  so  changed,  and  also  if  anything 
ailed  him. 

Tears  supplied  the  place  of  words ;  and  he  rushed  Into  the  arms  of  his  daughter,  and  there 
sighed  those  feelings  which  were  far  too  sorrowful  for  him  to  express. 

Leonora,  who  was  astonished  at  tht  distressing>change  of  her  father,  wished  very  much  to 
know  the  reasons  that  dictated  his  unaocountable  manner ;  but  finding  all  meihoda  of  sueeess. 
fruitless,  she  resigned  herself  to  this  amongst  the  many  mysteries  which  seemed  already  ta  • 
threaten  the  peace  of  the  family.  * 

The  count  being  now  more  composed,  Leonora  left  him  to  his  sQent  reflections,  but  la  • 
mournful  and  unpleasing  retrospection  of  past  events. 

The  interview  between  him  and  De  Gernier  seemed  to  explain  the  whole  of  the  letter's 
family ;  and  he  was  in  a  dreadful  state  of  anxiety  to  know  the  latter  part,  which  be  aatid- 
*pated  would  be  so  satisfactory,  and  a  balm  to  every  wound. 

A  gleam  of  joy  shot  across  his  weary  mind  as  he  contemplated  the  strength  of  De  Gernier^ 
power,  which  would  produce  those  memorials  of  justice  which  had  been  so  long  stolen  from 
him,  and  which  would  enable  him  to  regain  his  lost  property.  His  heart  overflowed  with 
gratitude  when  he  reflected  on  his  filial,  Uigenuous,  and  praiseworthy  conduct  The  strength 
of  mind  he  discovered  in  his  trial  of  life  greatly  pleased  the  count ;  he  gloried  in  finding  aa 
illustrious  a  progeny,  and  delighted  In  the  knowledge  of  his  affairs  which  had  so  long  been 
concealed  from  hhn ;  and  firom  the  gloomy  contemplation  of  the  elopement  of  his  sister,  ha 
broke  out  faito  the  iBllowing  rapturous  exdamatfon : — 

**  At  length  shall  the  hand  of  Justice  punish  the  evfl  authors  of  wickedness !  at  length 
diall  their  iniquitous  plots  be  discovered  and  laid  open  I  for  though  the  vicious  amy  sometinset 
pour  affliction  upon  the  virtuous,  they  wfll  have  bitteriy  to  deplore  the  frulta  of  their  short* 
lived  triumph ;  for  the  time  will  come  when  the  transieat  sanshlae,  which  dassled  on  thcfr 
wMev/ wodb^  shall  set  to  their  shame  sad  discredit.    That  panirtimeat  which  loag  awaited 
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with  redonbM  vgugwmot  for  the  Jott  tnd  g<Mid  nuUk  ihall  ibe  In  power  toanoiUUte  the  evil 
demon  of  hia  peace." 

HU  imaginatioii  wai  now  riveted  on  the  subject  of  the  Marquis  de  Saint  PuflTet     Hi» 
interview  with  De  Gemier  fully  evinced  to  him  the  baseneM  of  tlie  marquis's  claim,  and  the 
unjttstaess  of  his  conduct.    The  remaining  part  of  the  title  deeds»  added  to  the  testimony  of 
the  faithful  De  Gemier,  were  sufficient  to  eounteract  the  vain  pretensions  of  the  marquis, 
and  he  resolved  to  dispossess  him  as  early  as  possible ;  and  though  his  fiune  and  popularity 
were  now  extinguished,  he  determined  to  stir  up  the  minds  of  the  weli«dispofed  to  a  just  sense 
of  his  situation,  and  to  countenance  those  measares  which  he  resolved  to  use  to  defeat  bis 
bitter  foe. 

The  field  in  which  he  had  to  combat  was  wide,  but  he  was  well  armed ;  and,  trusting  to 
the  veracity  of  the  communication  of  De  Gemier,  he  doubted  not  that  a  very  short  time 
would  reinstate  him  in  that  property  which  proud  oppression  and  cmel  dishonesty  had  so 
ahainefhlly  deprived  him  of. 

Lieonora  having  retired  to  her' room,  passed  her  time  in  a  serious  contemplation  on  the 
mysterious  manner  of  her  father.    She  wondered  to  witness  sueh  a  dejection  of  spirits  in  him, 
which  were  wont  to  be  so  uniMaaUy  light,  considering  the  magnitude  of  his  troubles,  and  how  ' 
extensively  they  must  contribute  to  damp  his  feelings  and  wound  his  peace. 

The  count  had  during  his  late  distress  uniformly  discovered  an  undaunted  mind  in  the  hour 
of  affliction.     He  was  intrepid  in  the  season  of  calamity,  undismayed  at  the  insolence  of 
power,  and  unappalled  even  when  his  last  home  was  wrested  from  hinu 

<*  Oh !  could  I,"  ezchiimed  Leonora,  *'  dive  into  the  deptlis  of  futurity,  how  happy  should 
I  be.  What  a  maze  of  wonder  obscures  my  eyes,  and  dims  tlie  light  of  my  reason.  Surely 
fresh  troubles,  more  accumulated  than  ever,  have  fallen  upon  my  worthy  parent ;  and  he,  poor 
man,  overwhelmed  by  their  pressure,  gives  vent  to  those  feelings  wliich  he  cannot  control. 
I  have  eyed  his  actions ;  in  vain  does  he  straggle  with  the  contending  passions  in  his  breast ; 
they  are  too  much  for  him ;  his  natural  weakness  defies  the  power  of  conquerteg  them.  What 
a  striking  instance  of  Christian  fortitude  and  manly  resignation  does  the  ezempfauy  life  of  my 
honoured  parent  aflbrd ;  who,  poor  man,  bears  liimself  up  to  the  last  moment  against  the 
frowns  of  adversity  and  the  storms  of  fate. 

'  <*  How  praiseworthy  Is  patienee,  how  honourable  is  forgiveness !  He,  instead  of  inventing 
means  to  glut  his  revenge  on  the  wicked  authors  of  his  misery,  pardons  their  gross  faults,  and 
pities  their  weakness.  Instead  of  mingling  their  cnrse  with  his  prayers,  he  offers  up  the  most 
fervent  ejaculations  for  their  forgiveness.  He  wishes  not  to  revenge,  but  to  rectify ;  revenge 
dwells  in  little  minds ;  a  noble  and  virtuous  spirit  is  for  ever  its  superior.  He  wishes  to 
enlighten  the  benighted  and  infatuated  minds  of  his  enemies ;  who,  blinded  by  avarice,  and 
goaded  on  by  the  mean  sting  of  lucre  to  commit  the  most  iniquitous  actions,  are  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  reason.  Multiplied  as  is  the  scene  of  the  marquis's  vice,  and  nnexampled  as  is  bis 
baseness,  he  has  my  father's  free  pardon.  Ah,  too  good,  too  charitable  mortal  I  How  insen- 
sible, how  petrified,  and  lijifotttated  is  the  mind  of  him  who  will  not  acknowledge  such  Ulustrioua 
virtue,  suc^  distinguished  merit  I  May  I  ever  follow  the  brightness  of  my  lather's  example  t 
may  it  ever  be  the  guardian  of  my  principles  and  actions !  How  many  inexplicable  and  strange 
events  have  taken  place  in  our  family  I  When  will  the  sum  of  our  misery  be  completed  ?  Oh 
merciful  F)^ther  1  have  pity  on  the  weakneu  and  frailty  of  my  sex,  and  forgive  me  for  thus 
repining  at  the  divine  dispensations  of  thy  almighty  providence.  Fardoo  me  if  any  expres- 
sions of  murmur  or  discontent  escape  my  lips  foi^  those  of  praise  and  thanksgiving.  The  triaL 
of  my  strength  in  this  lonely  pflgrimage  has  been  temptiug.  Oh  1  may  I  now  implore  your  j 
beneficent  aid  to  invigorate  me  with  sufficient  strength  to  withstand  the  power  and  oppression 
which  threatens  me  with  destractkm.  Oh  I  grant  me  an  asylum  in  the  tempest  of  ai&iction  ;. 
and  forgive  me  if  I  fuflfer  it  to  weigh  me  down,  and  prey  upon  my  spirits.  I  will  now  try  to 
compose  my  spirits  as  ranch  as  I  can ;  and  will  resign  myself  In  quiet  sabmission  to  those 
evils  which  will,  I  trust  eventoally  vanish,  tearing  the  iubitaace  instead  of  the  phantom  of 
bappmeis.** 


r> 
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•"nvomk  every  ttra  o#  her  tfeaiUlii«  f»«ae.'*«-8ovTi»r, 
piwd  hT  tla»  in  the  ii»»  mwirqflil  gitoBice  n»A  naA  ^)icniatiMM>  8b* 
•t  tte  QOndMt  oMmt  fiuber ;  and  the  more  ihe  asked  him  coDeenriny  theenotioiif  be  beln|«A 
in  tlM  morainf  «  the  vara  ii  affected  him,  and  alan  f'M^^ft^f^  bnc  to  omm  »•!»«  tiMK 
qneMftxM  wfaioh  affi>rded  him  such  exqi^te  sorrow. 

Dn  Geraier  hairing  taken  a  short  walk  met  Leonora,,  wha  woajost  oonla^iB. 
Tho  fignre  oT  Leonora  appeared  more  interesting  to  him,  and  she  bmt  littlo  ka«r  Cte 
naaona  that  oocationed  that  increased  pieasnro.    They  had  a.  sU^  conTorialMn^  lAkh  «ns 
diotatadStt  the  snne  monotonous  terms  of  our  juvenile  coni^. 

Hw  eidted  ideas  and  natural  bent  of  De  Genuer*a  mind-filM  not  bcmino'a  will  iriHl  thn 
most  pleasing  filings. 

•"  What  is  the  reason,*' said  she,  <*tbatmy  fatheclooka  io  iU?  I  have  obaerred,  to-da^  In 
pnitiCnlar,  that  bis  countenance  is  tiog^  with  g)oomy  care*  and  bin  spirits  appMved  imnwaPy 
dejeeted.'* 

**  I  think,  my  dear  Leonora,  that  indisposition  ii  the  cauie  of  bis  altered  appeaimane^  a 
jllght  cold  may  have  impaired  hit  spirits."  \ 

De  Gernicr  made  use  of  the  foregoing  oKpressiona  to  conceal  his  enwCions.  He  Bade  «» 
doid)t  that  his  conversation  witb  the  count  was  thd  cause  of  his  present  uneasiness,  wbidw 
pressing  close  on  bis  imagination,  disturbed  bis  peace*  and  made  him  give  vent  to  hiefafHugit 
for  broodiog  over  the  past  scenes  of  hb  life,  and  suffering  his  ideaa  to  wander  in  ^oemf 
leieetion,  he  gave  fott  scope  to  that  friendly  misery,  and  suffered,  the  alleviating  tear  to  tmUe 
in  his  eyes— the  tribute  of  delicate  sensibility,  the  fond  companion. of  a  good  heart. 
Leonora  and  Ptenre  now  gained  the  mansion. 

Not  long  after  the  moon  had  made  her  appearance  in  nnclonded  grandenr,  tbe  latter  le- 
sohred  to  take  a  wa]k»  and  going  up  the  venerable  avenue^  be  seated  himself  under  one  of  the 
^esnota  His  ideas  wandered  from  subject  to  subject,  till  at  last  they  made  a  dead  bait  aft  tlM 
subject  of  hb  family.  He  took  from  his  breast  the  miniature  which  bia  fisthec  bad  gjlvenbiow 
and  in  the  most  fervent  and  sincere  manner  prayed  ibr  the  happiness  of  the  mostal  il 
represented. 

Leonora,  who  had  been  waiting  in  anxious  expectation  for  De  Gemier*s  retnrtv  and  who 
was  also  induced  by  the  peculiar  mildness  and  solemnity  of  the  evening  to  take  a  walk«  went 
ont  to  meet  him. 

As  she  was  going  down  the  avenue,  and  in  search  of  the  chevalier,  she  distingnishfd  by  tbe 
iUnt  light  of  the  moon-beams,  which  played  sportively  upon- the  matted  thicket*  a  man  habited 
in  sable  garments,  kneeling  on  the  ground,  and  with  his  eyea  uplifted  tp  heaven  with  a  pecu- 
liar expression  of  dignity  and  meekness.  She  saw  a  portrait  in  bis  right  hacd  i  he  placed  itta 
fais  lips ;  and  after  which  she  heard  him  put  forth,  in  tbe  most  tender  tone  of  voiee^  the  mnit 
ardent  wishes  for  the  safety  of  the  individual  it  represented. 

She  was  surprised  and  thunderstruck.  Her  extreme  degree  oi  astonishment  riveted  bar 
to  the  spot ;  her  eyes  stared  wildly,  her  hair  stood  erect,  and  her  arms  wcve  suspended  front 
her  body  in  Hstless  melancholy.     In  vain  did  she  try  to  speak,  for  nature  denied  the  effort* 

She  looked  more  closely  at  tbe  individual,  and  could  scarcely  oootaio  herself  when  shn 
found  that  it  was  Be  Gernier. 

She  flxed  her  eyes  on  the  portrait^  and  discovered  it  to  be  the  miniature  of  a  mAfVbaantifiil 
woman  fn  the  bloom  of  youth.  Dark  hair  flowed  in  wanton  ringleta  over  the  forehendi  tbe 
noae  was  weU  turned,  the  mouth  small,  the  form  of  the  countenance  inimitable ;  the  lily  end  tbe 
carnation  Was  the  tint  of  the  complexion,  whilst  the  coral  Ups  and  ivory  teeth  gave  a  strikiag 
effect  to  the  totu-eiuemblt.  The  shade  of  thd  countenance  bore  an  air  of  tender  aoelaneboly, 
end  tbe  general  expreasioa  of  the  features  plainly  .dhpeoverod  the  loft  feettnga  of  a 
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iMMMiiAiVBMkiMl'ftM^HIh  atmSM^dfty  of  eomeadtng  puniotif ;  ftbe  Hew  from  Be 
OtMrfir  wMi  4ifeg«BlY«Mft  ll«r  will  ekpe«fc»eedtln  nott  ratrkUn^  emotldak  of  j«alou«^. 

ynum  fin  gilned  ber  MMft,  4ie  broke  «at  hi  the'  fbUowitt^  etdamaflon :  — * 
^^ii  ft  htM'Wtietlito^arw  to  fntrft  iny  orptan  rtate  by  tbe  widowed  vows  of  another  mxf. 
inm?  tHMf  iHve  1  htm  deerfvetft  1  eoaM  aotlnrTe  thought  It  possible  such  baseness  ooulll 
'bam  jMtttBd  te  my  hutnen  heert.  lie  who  oolem&Iy  swore  etemal  fldeltty  to  me  is  now  payii^ 
tke  fM«t  tapnsioind'tettdefiiess  tMJfere  the  shrhie  of  some  more  favoured  mistress.  Oh !  De 
Otiiiltt,  how  Mse  are  ymxr  vows !  how  treeehenos  ymnr  eondttot !  But  eease.  Is  it  possible 
IhMi  oar  nvUMl  eoqgettlilfty  of  sefltfanent,  his  tender  expression,  and  seemingly  ardent  love^ 
can  be  fislse  ?  Me»  impossible !  Perhapa  tbe  rnkdature  he  is  so  fervently  praying  for  repretenle 
some  part  of  his  family.  It  meat  be  so;  he  cannot  so  grossly  have  deceived  me :  hislooks^ 
hii  actisns,  and  the  cast  of  his  etpresden,  speak  a  langnage  which  cannot  be  mistaken.  Tho 
dmfts  of  his  ekyquenee  end  aflbetion  are  not  dipt  fai  poison,  to  envenom  the  happfaiess  of  my 
lllbi  hiseendiietisdieUted.by  feelhig.  I  am  tore  he  lovee  me ;  he  cannot  be  inshieere;  the 
mai^  fatthAil  vows  he  has  mede  have  not  been  plighted  hi  vatai.  But  let  me  calmly  reason 
with  myself.  How  unjust  I  am  to  accuse  him  without  a  reason !  Has  any  part  of  hb  oonduet 
itiiti(W4  me  to  form  the  least  unfavourable  opinion  of  him  ?  Has  he  ever  discovered  any  cooU 
•neaa  hi  the  sinoerity  of  his  vows?  Never  $  they  have  ever  been  warm  and  impassioned,  and  hli 
vondiyA  haa  been  mdfmnly  Mthfti]  and  alfecttontttc.  How  unjust  therelbre  Is  my  prennt  accu- 
nation  I  I  wtil  cease  to  upbraid  hui  with  female  Jealousy,  which  is  ever  exquisitely  acute,  and 
delicately  alive  in  dlsoovering  the  duplidty  of  love.  The  female  he  was  adoring  is  soma  part  ot 
Ilia  femily,  or  some  Ultimate  friend  now  no  more ;  and  I  saw  him  paying,  in  all  the  h<Aj  energietf 
of  fUth  and  shioerity,  tlie  tribute  due  to  departed  worth.** 

A  tear  escaped  her  as  these  words  were  uttered  from  her  lipa.  The  Idea  of  her  safailed 
mother  rushed  on  her  imagination,  and  in  reflecting  on  her  memory,  she  found  relief  from  lier 
grief  in  a  copious  discharge  of  tears,  tbeiHid  offerings  of  delicate  sensibility. 

**  Ahl  happy  parent  I  alas !  I  now  clearly  perceire  the  strength  of  my  father*s  reaiimlag^ 
happy  am  I  that  you  are  not  in  existence,  to  witness  and  to  feel  such  aceumulated  dietrei^ 
aotth  heartfelt  sorrow ;  but,  torn  from  all  sublunary  things,  and  from  the  pahis  and  miserioi  of 
this  mortal  life,  thou  art  enjoying  the  bliss  of  eternity— the  reward  of  faith,  virtue,  and  diaiity. 
What  oan  be  tbe  end  of  the  history  of  those  strange  events  ?  How  wholly  do  they  engage  my 
attention  !  But  my  imagination,  in  attempting  to  find  out  where  they  ^1  end,  is  fiKtigned^ 
snd  harassed  by  the  fruitless  toil.  Am  I  to  pass  my  time  in  etemal  ignorance  of  the  state  of 
oar  affiUrs?  Why  does  my  father  refrain  from  explaining  to  me  the  leadhig  drcumstanoes  ot 
my  family?  Surely  something  dreadful,  and  ominous  of  evil,  b  hovering  over  him.  How 
portentous  is  this  mystery  t  How  palpable  is  it  to  me  !  Oh  1  De  Gemler,  have  pity  upon 
me  !  look  with  an  eye  of  compassion  on  my  orphan  state !  I  am  sure  your  kindness  and  manly 
aensibility  wfll  stimulate  you  to  befriend  me  in  the  hour  of  trouble  1  I  am  persuaded  that  yonr 
intentions  cannot  but  be  the  most  honourable,  and  I  will  conceal  in  my  own  mind  the  feelings 
I  experience,  for  I  am  sure  that  my  delicate  discrimination  has  here  betrayed  me." 

Leonora's  mind  rolled  over  a  multiplicity  of  circumstances  which  materially  contributed  to 
Increase  the  despondency  of  her  feelings.  She  still  doubted  the  integrity  of  De  Gemier,  and 
waa  as  quick  to  chide  herself  for  suffering  it  to  enter  into  her  imagination ;  for  upon  an 
impartial  review  of  tbe  circumstances  which  caused  her  present  uneasiness  and  gloomy 
aospidons,  conscience  proclaimed  him  innocent,  and  she  pictured  him  in  the  most  honourable 
aod  satisfactory  light 

De  Gemier  appeared  very  melancholy  at  supper,  but  he  endeavoured  to  shake  it  off  as 
mnch  as  he  could ;  and  tbe  cloth  being  removed,  he  fell  into  a  nice  tdte-4-t&te  with  the  county 
endeavouring  to  remove  that  languid  depression  of  the  spirits  which  ^is  narration  to  him  in 
the  morning  had  visibly  entailed  upon  him. 

•*  How  beautiful  and  satisfactory  are  the  charms  of  solitude,"  said  De  Gernier.  **  What 
exquisite  happiness  does  that  man  experience,  who,  sequestered  in  some  rastic  village  with  a 
few  cAioiee  friends,  tastes  the  pure  delights  of  nature  untainted  by  art  !  Bye- witness  of  the 
progress  which  the  vegetable  world  makes  in  the  spring,  and  the  risbg  and  the  setting  of  tbe 
he  takes  infinite  delight  in  the  honest  tone  and  open  actions  of  the  provhicial  rustics.*' 

**  1  am  seuible,**  replied  the  cottht^  "that  fbrmed  as  man  is  fbr  society,  and  urged  as  he  1^ 
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to  dip  ioto  the  cap  of  plMinrt  by  a  moititiide  of  powerAil  propeoiHiM^  ke  fe  oovor  m  hippSTt 
or  10  uniformly  ooottotMl,  ••  in  the  ihade  of  loUUido.  Tho  blontfitiMMotf  of  Mdnetta^  Ifat 
trielLi  of  canning,  the  w3y  deceit  of  the  ennioring*  the  vieioas  eaeefiet  of  the  ploaaoriil^  Um 
dranken  Mrenadei  of  the  deboachee,  and  tho  Jniafiited  oeitaeiei  of  djetipetioo,  alteAmtely 
pervade  the  mfaidf  of  mont  andaeoonpany  thoee  who  are  faifwted  with  the  lad  oentegJoirof  loo 
'great  a  aociety  in  human  inloreoane.  Our  (eeUngs,  by  an  habitual  praetioe  of  evil  pffopeBiUiiib 
become  abeorbed,  and  we  are  aore  eventually  to  peroeivo  how  iatal  la  tho  peace  of  him  who  em 
from  the  path  of  virtue^  and  foUowt  with  hcedloM  nneoDoeni  the  themy  and  patUem  tmdi  ef 
▼ioe.  The  pieamreaof  aieeludedlife  to  thoaeof  a  noiay  and  tomuKtoooa  interceurae  are  widely 
different ;  the  one  ia  the  effect  of  nature  upon  the  mind,  the  other  of  art  upon  our  faiBigi. 
Since  I  have  been  forced  to  relinquish  the  pleasures  of  aodety,  I  am  now  the  OMire  caabted  te 
appreciate  those  of  retirement*  and  perceive  how  insipid  the  former  are  when  compared  wkh 
those  of  the  latter.  Believe  me^  I  take  infinite  satisfaction  and  ddigbt  In  aettang  myself  down 
under  the  shade  of  some  friendly  oak,  where  I  may  contemplate  in  silent  admiratioo -tho 
aiiblime  beauties  of  nature,  the  grandeur  of  the  declining  sun,  and  the  domestic  sheep  quittiag 
their  verdant  pastures,  and  seeking  with  the  setting  orb  their  evening  folds.  How  stately  and 
aolemn  is  the  appearance  of  nature  at  sunset  I  how  quiet,  how  cafan  is  all  1  how  modi 
gratifying  to  the  feeling  mind  than  the  noisy  sounds  of  festivity  I  How  empty  and 
factory  are  the  pleasures  of  this  life,  and  how  meanly  abject  when  oooqiared  with  thoee  of 
eternity  I  Since  1  have  been  secluded  as  it  were  (comparatively  speaking)  from  tho  aodaty  «f 
man,  I  have  experienced  the  purest  happiness;  I  have  lived  ia  nature  uaooataminatei by 
art.  The  work  in  my  garden,  the  sports  of  the  field,  and  my  evenmg  walka,  havo  proted 
Infioiiely  more  satisfactory  than  the  cares  of  title,  the  formalities  of  etiquette,  and  the  Insipid 
pleasures  of  balls  and  entertainments.  All  men  must  necessarily  own  the  force  of  eftMfiide 
upon  the  feelings  ;  how  it  elevates  the  ideas,  expands  the  mind,  regulates  the  conduct,  mntwvai 
the  force  of  our  wisdom,  checks  the  sallies  of  youth,  and  teaches  us  to  form  wise  and  impartial 
opinioas  on  the  human  character !  A  perpetual  round  of  luxury,  and  an  unwearied  assiduity 
to  its  mvolities,  aflbrd  us  ultimately  no  earthly  satisfaction;  a  broken  oonatluttloo,  roinod 
reputation,  exhausted  fortune,  and  a  scornful  and  contemptuous  work),  are  the  fruits  of  disrf* 
pation,  which  is  the  never-falling  concomitant  of  a  fashionable  life  at  Paris^** 

'*I  am  in  rapture,  my  dear  count  I"  resumed  De  Gernier;  <^each  sentence  of  your 
conversation  inspires  my  soul  with  the  most  pleasing  emotions.  Perfectly  and  cordially  do  I 
acquiesce  with  you  in  all ;  and  even  during  the  short  experience  which  I  have  had  in  the  subtle 
game  of  life,  I  have  ever  discovered  that  those  who  profess  to  follow  the  torn  of  the  aga^ 
assiduously  try  to  eradicate  all  the  latent  sparks  of  virtue  in  their  breasts,  whilst  they  sow 
vrith  unprofitable  care  the  seeds  of  levity  and  extravagance,  ultimately  productive  of  no  better 
effect  than  to  entail  certain  destruction  on  them. 

<'  How  marvellous  it  it  that  mankind  should  follow  with  such  avidity  the  insipid  pleasorca 
of  the  world !  What  earthly  good  can  fiow  from  its  inglorious  vanities,  seductive  charms, 
and  dissipated  votaries?  Man  is  not  sent  into  this  world  to  follow  a  system  of  pleasure 
and  extravagance;  he  is  sent  to  prepare  himself  for  that  salvation  which  awaits  all  the 
good  in  eternity. 

"  Many  of  my  own  companions  have,  I  well  know,  endeavoured  to  expoee  the  pre* 
dominant  vices  of  their  nature,  whilst  they  assiduously  tried  to  conceal  what  virtues  they 
possessed.  How  ridiculous  and  unpraiseworthy !  they  deny  the  existence  of  good  for  the 
practice  of  the  evil :  what  strange  infatuation  !  what  accumulated  absurdity !  May  every 
amiable  and  well-disposed  man,  who  is  just  going  to  embark  on  the  troubled  ocean  of  lifiCf 
first  prepare  his  mind  in  the  peaceful  shade  of  solitude,  that  he  may  steer  with  safety  his 
rugged  course. 

**  In  the  silent  land  of  solitude  what  sublime  ideas  and  pleasing  emotions  fill  our  breast ! 
how  gladly  do  we  listen  to  the  generous  members  of  the  feathered  choir  of  songsters ;  what 
rapture  do  the  opening  buds  of  spring  inspire  into  the  sensible  mind ;  how  eageriy  does  it  wateh 
the  progress  of  nature,  and  witness  the  industrious  race  of  men,  who  with  honourable  industry 
till  the  land  and  sow  the  seeds  in  it,  and  view  them  reap  the  harvest  of  their  toils ! 

"  What  pleasure  does  the  matured  aspect  of  autumn  afford  I  how  the  eye  iodulges  la 
repoalog  toM^aJhu  iweet  tinta  and  beauUful  ihadea  Uiat  then  co?er  the  face  of  naturo !    It 
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alto  mariis  with  taibbetioii  the  apjiroidi  of  hoary  ulnter,  whea  tht  progftw  of  the  ?«getabl8 
wdrld  if  completed ;  wheo  it  rests  from  fU  toilf»  till  renewed  In  strength  and  beaoty  to  rise  ftt 
the  Temal  call." 

'*  Year  remarks,  my  dear  sir,"  replied  the  count,  «  are  just ;  and  f  am  pleased  to  find  your 
ideas  so  expanded  for  so  yonog  a  person.  The  experience  which  life  has  afforded  me  has  often 
given  me  manifold  oecasion  to  bewail  the  many  tronUes  and  hardships  I  have  bad  to  encounter 
with,  before  I  reaped  the  harvest  of  my  exertions.  1  have  often  regretted  the  lafte  date  at 
which  it  arrived ;  at  a  period  almost  when  I  am  not  able  to  take  advantage  of  Its  good,  but 
OTily  to  have  the  nevertbelem  eomfortalKe  satisfection  of  imparting  to  youth  what  I  have  been 
•o  long  in  obtainhig.  Bat  the  misfortune  is,  that  they  often  ridicule  the  advice  of  mature 
years ;  they  condsnm  histead  of  praising  the  authors  of  it;  and  conclude  by  thinking  that  it  Is 
nothing  but  the  prolog  annoyance  of  oid  age,  exercised  merely  for  their  vanity. 

'*  Mankind  but  little  think  that  Uiey  will  all  have,  sooner  or  later,  to  run  the  gauntlet  of 
•zperienee,  if  they  are  designed  to  fulfil  the  active  duties  of  life.  The  advice  of  years,  mellowed 
by  prudence  and  wisdom,  it  always  salutary  to  youth,  if  they  will  but  listen  to  Its  precepts ; 
which  lay  down  a  juit  and  solid  plan  of  life,  point  out  the  weakness  and  imperfections  of  our 
aature,  and  also  those  temptations  that  do  so  easily  ensnare  us.  I  have  had  a  difficult  game  to 
play ;  my  card  has  been  a  tempting  one,  and  I  trust  I  have  discharged  my  duty  to  God  and 
man.  The  consciousness  of  doing  right  is  the  best  and  most  lasting  reward  of  our  earthly 
actions.  I  have  now  been  both  in  the  private  and  public  scenes  of  life ;  and  the  retrospection 
of  that  existence  which  in  my  more  juvenile  years  has  been  spent  in  the  gaiety  of  court  and 
the  seductkm  of  pleasure,  afTords  me  the  most  lively  satisfaction.  ,1  am  very  Infirm,  and  find 
that  state  coming  on  at  which  we  must  all  sooner  or  later  arrive ;  and  whether  or  not  the  king 
of  terrors  selects  me  immediately  for  the  victim  of  indifierence,  I  am  prepared,  and  rejoice  at 
the  mention  of  eternity." 

**  Stop  such  mournful  ideas,  sir"  said  De  Gemier;  "you  must  yet  live  for  the  family. 
You  may  yet  experience  many  years  of  comfort,  happiness,  and  ease.  It  Is  certain  that  your 
life  in  this  mutable  and  transitory  abode  has  been  a  miserable  one ;  but  I  hope  that  affairs  wfll 
now  take  a  more  favourable  turn ;  the  sunshine  of  prosperity  may  enlighten  the  gloom  of 
adversity,  and  conduct  us  by  its  friendly  rays  over  the  dark  forest  to  the  joyful  temple  of  hap- 
piness. Yon  have,  during  your  trial  in  life,  proved  yourself  to  be  a  most  good  and  virtuous 
Christian;  you  ought  to  exalt  in  glad  triumph  that  you  have  subdued  the  more  rude 
propensities  inherent  in  us  by  nature.  The  remaining  port  of  my  narration,  which  is  yet  very 
long,  witl,  I  trust,  brighten  up  3rour  countenance,  as  it  will  explain  many  circumstances  in  your 
femily  to  which  you  have  long  been  a  stranger.*' 

"  Accept  my  thanks,  my  dear  De  Gemier,"  resumed  the  worthy  count ;  "  your  conver- 
sation has  greatly  comforted  me,  and  I  wish  that  to-morrow  you  would  finish  your  history.  In 
the  meantime  I  think  it  time  to  pay  the  duties  of  nature.  I  am  rather  tired ;  and  I  think 
that  a  good  night's  rest  will  recruit  my  spirits,  and  enable  me  to  wait  upon  you  to-morrow  with 
more  fortitude."     * 

De  Gcrnier  now  wished  the  count  bon  repos,  and  retired  to  bed ;  but  the  latter  passed 
many  restless  and  uncomfortable  hours.  He  dreamt  of  Leonora  and  his  sister,  the  many  dis- 
advantages attending  the  recovery  of  his  property,  and  the  unhappiness  he  should  experience 
in  so  troublesome  and  uncomfortable  a  business. 

Leonora  was  very  sorry  the  next  morning  to  find  the  count  In  the  same  state,  although  he 
endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  assume  his  wonted  vivacity  of  manner ;  but  still  his  spuits 
relaxed  at  times  into  a  mournful  despondency  and  painftil  grlet 

De  Gernier  received  a  letter  the  next  morning  from  Paris,  which  forced  him  to  quit  the 
count  immediately. 

He  communicated  this  intelligence  to  hfan,  who  was  much  affected,  and  could  scarcely  find 
▼ords  to  say,  '*  You  will  soon  return ;  at  least  I  hope  it  wfil  not  be  long,  for  I  shall  mudi  misi 

ir  society,  and  more  partkulariy  at  this  painful  crisis." 

*  That  is  quite  uncertain,*'  replied  our  hero ;  ■'bushiess,  with  whidi  T  cannot  acquaint  you 
ivpleted,  forces  me  to  leave  you  without  delay,  and  I  am  very  sorry  at  so  unfevourabic  a 
ut  it  k  unavoidable.    Perhaps  jrou  will  think  It  rather  ungenerous  and  unfeeling  of  me  ; 
^  future  win,  1  trust  evince  the  contrary.    The  reaiOfniiiVsk^cdBk  lontia  xBA\A\ft»^««?i:«^ 
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Ih»  fovr  wdetjr  mw  itroag  and  wdgblgr;  peitaipi  thcjr will  be  iliiBMldy  pfodmstiw  of  |Md» 
whieh  I  well  kmnr,  whilt  yoa  kindly  enter  into  my  feelings  yoa  will  mdily  imagine  win  be 
the  cam/' 

The  latter  pari  of  De  Gemier'a  conirenation  gave  aonM  comfort  to  the  drooping  aool  oT  the 
^onnt,  whob  ai  welV  aa  I«tonorai  waa  much,  very  much  affected  at  hii  intended  departnro. 

*«  Pray  return  to  01  toon,"  exclaimed  Leonora.  ''Icannoteiiiiinyonrabeenoe,  as  libaft 
leel  it  with  more  peculiar  force  at  thia  intereatiog  poinL" 

'*  I  will  do  all  in  my  power,  and  endeavour  to  return  aa  eoon  be  poaaibie/*  aaid  De  Gemlar. 

Having  soothed  our  heroine's  and  her  fiither't  feelinga  aanuMb  aa  he  oonldt  he  eoon  bagmi 
to  prepare  for  bis  departure,  whioh  be  ifaied  to  take  piaee  the  next  morning:  He  requested 
an  interview  with  Leonora,  in  which  he  gave  her  some  sUgfat  Unta  on  the  state  of  ber  afldob 
and  encouraged  her  to  look  forward  for  future  happiness.  But  his  oonversntioo,  boweesr 
good  might  have  been  the  intent,  served  only  to  inorease  her  wonder  and  suspense.  She 
requested  him  to  explain  himself  more  fully,  but  be  begged  that  she  would  cease  to  trouble  him 
with  any  unneoessary  questions,  as  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  be  waa  plaeed  denied 
him  the  satisfaction  of  giving  her  a  iaithful  information. 

It  affbrded  De  Gemier  singular  disquietude  of  mind,  that  the  state  of  affiurs  in  which  be 
was  situated  denied  bim  the  power  of  satisfying  those  requests  which  Leonora  so  tenderly 
made  to  him. 

Having  taken  a  most  affectionate  adieu  of  the  count  and  his  daugfatsr,  he  mounted  bis 
horse,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 

At  first  he  stopped  to  take  a  iarewell  look  of  the  scenes  from  whieh  he  waa  so  snddealy 
called  away ;  but  checking  himself  for  indulging  in  so  weak  a  propensity,  he  pursued  his  way 
without  heeding  the  mansion  which  contained  ail  that  was  dear  to  him  in  life. 

Leonora's  eye  followed  him  as  far  as  it  could,  till  at  last  his  figure  iaded  firom  her  sight,  sad 
was  lost  amongst  the  uadistinguitfaAble  objects  in  the  horizon.  Breaking  forth  in  a  moit 
violent  exclamatioD,  she  suffered  the  following  words  to  escape  her  lips : — 

**  Oh  De  Gemier,  how  cruel  are  you  to  leave  me  at  this  moraeotous  crisis  I  and  still  more, 
when  so  much  is  required  to  be  explained,  and  so  much  to  be  effected,  which  your  interest  and 
honourable  exertions  for  our  welfare  would  have  instigated  you  to  accomplish.  Yet  why  do  I 
blame  you  ?  Can  I  pry  into  your  secret  reasons,  and  wish  to  know  your  family  causes  ?  I  am 
as  yet  ignorant  of  that  part  of  your  family  which  you  have  long  promised  to  acqnaiot  me  with, 
but  of  which  I  have  nevertheless  been  kept  in  sad  ignorance.  Your  causes  are  strong  ami 
cogent,  and  are  of  a  nature  the  most  important,  or  else  they  would  not  have  made  the  strong 
impression  on  your  countenance  which  your  features  so  openly  discovered.  Ah,  my  fsther, 
can  you  live  to  witness  the  final  dose  of  these  inexplicable  mysteries,  which  accumulate  on  all 
aides,  to  our  astonishment  and  distress  ?  How  long  am  I  to  bury  myself  in  this  lonesome 
aolitude,  and  be  eye-witness  of  that  melancholy  which  shades  the  features  of  my  honoured 
parent's  countenance.  Oh  I  my  sainted  mother,  happy  am  I  that  you  are  not  in  existence^  to 
share  the  common  evil  of  life,  but  are  smiling  in  happy  eternity,  and  looking  down  upon  us 
with  an  eye  of  compassion  as  we  are  travelling  our  weary  road  along  the  desert  of  this  dreary 
pilgrimage.*' 

The  idea  of  the  miniature  which  she  saw  in  De  Gemier*s  hand  called  up  fresh  images  of 
grief  in  her  mind ;  she  mused  on  the  possibility  of  the  subject  it  represented  being  in  some 
.sneasuro  the  cause  which  called  him  away  from  the  villas— perhaps  on  the  eve  of  happiness^ 
yet  she  blushed  when  she  suffered  such  unjust  ideas  to  enter  into  her  mind*  She  pictured  De 
Gemier  in  far  too  honourable  a  light  to  be  so  glaring  a  victim  of  duplicity,  or  to  tamper  with 
Jber  orphan  state. 

Leonora  passed  many  mournful  hours  with  the  count,  whose  spirits  were  visibly  dejectedL 
The  roses  of  youthful  temperance,  which  blowed  on  his  cheek  in  unrivalled  lustre,  now  began 
to  fade ;  his  manly  nerves,  and  capacious  powers  were  enervated ;  the  hand  of  time,  increased 
by  calamity,  was  marking  his  features  with  its  iron  rod.  His  health  began  to  decline,  wM^ 
gave  Leonora  the  mdbt  heartfelt  sorrow ;  nothing  contributed  to  ■  raise  their  drooping  spiritir 
save  ao  intended  visit  from  her  aunt,  the  Countem  de  Sonts,  who  was  expected  in  a  few  days. 
Bbe  looked  forward  to  the  event  in  anxious  expectation,  and  fondly  anticipated  that  the  lively 
mad  iat^reftiBg  aodoty  of  the  countess  w^uU  ts^aXVj  oonVtihute  to  cheer  tlieir  spirits^  aad 
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dapreas  that  gloom  of  lonow  which  characteriMd  them  ■•  the  uftirtmiate  Mhjects  of 
giief. 

A  change  in  her  pretent  situation  was  donbiy  CbH,  as  she  hoped  that  in  the  friendly  and 
agreeable  society  of  her  aunt  she  might  forget  the  sabject  of  De  Oemier's  sudden  departure, 
and  gain  an  oblivion  to  all  her  heart-rendhig  woes.  But  the  lively  drde  of  merriment  is  not 
always  calculated  to  blunt  the  sharp  edge  of  calamity :  the  spirit  of  woe  will  intrude  itself  and 
be  an  unwelcome  visitor  to  damp  the  glowing  prospects  of  youth,  and  stop  the  progress  of  good* 
She  considered  not  for  herself:  no,  it  was  for  her  father ;  it  was  for  him  she  wished  so  parti- 
cularly for  the  countess's  society ;  for  the  extreme  degree  of  affection  which  mutually  marked 
them  through' life  was  an  invaluable  circumstance  to  prooMte  the  complexion  of  those  wishet 
which  Leonora  had  now  so  fondly  in  contemplation. 

Her  delicate  sensibility  was  quick  In  diacovering  her  fother*s  feelings,  which  were  very  flactn- 
ating  as  they  succetmvely  rolled  from  one  subject  to  another ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  sorrow  of 
the  case  was  discovered,  so  did  it  operate  on  his  spirits. 

She  wss  pleased  in  his  sober  reflections  to  trace  the  past  scenes  of  his  life,  which  were  ever 
dear  to  him,  and  moomfoUy  pleasing.  In  his  youUi  he  had  seen  life  in  much  gayer  forms  thao 
those  of  rustic  simplicity  ;  but  solitude,  matured  by  judgment,  made  him  depreciate  those 
images  of  pleasure  which  his  youthful  imagination  had  portrayed  of  mankind. 

He  but  too  truly  found  that  adversity  is  the  best  school  to  try  the  aflfeetionsof  the  heart,  for 
num  learns  there  hoW  to  appreciate  thoee  blessings  which  in  prosperity  he  lavished  away  in 
profuse  wantonness,  psitly  in  the  display  of  vain  and  ignoble  pageantry,  in  costly  attire,  sump- 
tuous banquets,  and  in  satisfying  the  delicate  palates  of  a  crowd  of  pampered  menials.  All  the 
virtues  which  can  possibly  adorn  the  character  of  man,  either  in  public  or  private  life,  may,  and 
indeed  often  do  take  place,  and  flourish  in  the  soil  of  adversity,  if  the  necessary  diligence  is 
paid  in  the  spring  to  reap' a  productive  and  abundant  harvest  View  the  land  of  prosperity 
wasted  and  drained,  and  its  very  soil  poisoned  by  the  nauseous  weeds  which  choked  its  very 
heart. 

Friendship  also  in  prosperity  is  very  precarious ;  it  is  often  leagued  with  vice,  and  its 
subjects  companions  in  drunkenness,  or  panders  of  villany,  rather  than  real  friends.  But  those 
who  have  weathered  the  storm  of  adversity,  and  have  steered  their  course  with  safety  to  the  wel- 
come port,  are  alone  able  to  enjoy  its  blessings  and  appreciate  their  Influence.  Consider  the 
origin  of  friendship,  how  extensively  it  differs  firom  the  modem  maaims  of  this  social  virtue. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  genial  affections  of  the  heart,  when  its  sacred  duties  are  well 
understood,  followed  with  rectitude,  and  its  subjects  well  chosen. 

'      Youth  are  in  general  apt  to  suppose  that  congeniality  of  sentiment,  similarity  of  taste,  and, 
tmanimity  of  idea  form  the  principal  traits  in  a  friend's  character. 

Now  these  are  measures  which  at  once  defeat  the  ends  of  true  sincerity,  and  totally  disqualify 
its  subjects  from  enjoying  its  social  and  invaluable  blessings;  for  if,  in  the  first  case,  a  mutual 
sameness  of  opinion  marks  them  both,  how  are  they  to  correct  each  other's  frailties  or  natural 
imperfections  ?  And  in  the  next,  the  same  ideas  and  sentiments  cannot  instruct  or  invent 
different  views  to  expand  the  pleasures  of  prosperity,  or  mitigate  the  sorrows  of  adversity. 
Those  who  are  linked  together  by  the  bonds  of  infamy  and  licentiousness*  and  are  emphatically 
■tyled  sworn  friends,  are,  in  the  true  and  literal  sense  of  the  word*  Utter  foes ;  for  we  have 
the  strongest  conviction  of  the  short-lived  connexion  of  this  vile  intrigue  and  base  company 
bj  its  sore  and  certain  termination  in  misery,  evil,  and  remorse. 

A  true  fnend  will  p<^t  out  the  errors  of  weakness  in  our  nature,  wiil  rather  censure  thaa 
praise  us  for  our  faults,  will  suggest  those  measures  the  best  calculated  to  eradicate  them  from 
cur  hearts,  and  will  give  us  that  general  consolation  in  distress  which  will  disarm  calamity  of  its 
strongest  power,  and  blunt  griefs  sharpest  sting. 

The  count  used  often  to  say  to  Leonora,  *'  that  to  be  amiable  in  prosperity  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  estates  to  bear  in  life."  He  tried  to  alleviate  the  'melanoholy  of  his  daughter  as 
much  as  he  could,  for  Leonora  imagined  that  she  was  of  all  creatures  the  most  miserable  in 
existence.  In  vam  did  she  look  to  any  quarter  for  comfort,  tor  the  ears  of  pity  and  humanity 
were  deaf  to  her  petitions ;  yet  she  endeavoured  to  shake  off  her  distress  by  enforcing  the 
doctrine  of  other  people's  misery  being  greater  than  hfg  own,  but  it  iU  oofitriboted  tAm»kA.^\ 
parfoctly  happy  end  oomposed* 
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Leonora,  who  was  youngs  and  conaequteUy  felt  every  vfeinitude  of  fortttoe  with  peonliar 
sharpnesi,  did  not  combat  with  its  force  with  such  courage  and  intrepidity  as  did  the  connt, 
whose  mind,  long  familiarized  to  sorrow,  could  easily  support  any  increased  change ;  at  least 
from  external  appearance,  for  be  did  not  suffer  his  distressed  state  to  prey  upon  his  spirits  with 
such  violence  as  did  Leonora.  Indeed  it  was  his  place  to  correct  the  sorrow  of  his  childy  and 
to  inspire  into  her  agonised  mind  the  holy  energies  of  resignation,  which  is  the  best  reward  in 
this  life ;  for  the  more  piety  and  fortitude  we  discover  in  resisting  the  calamitiee  of  our  exist, 
ence  in  this  our  dreary  pilgrimage,  the  more  shall  we  eventually  be  rewarded. 

The  good  JLeonora  did  in  the  parish,  and  the  fame  she  had  acquh«d  as  a  virtuous  and  tender* 
hearted  woman,  afforded  her  the  most  lively  satlsfiictlon. 

The  count  was  very  intimate  with  Monsieur  St  Merville,  the  pastor  of  the  village,  who  was 
a  quiet,  domestic,  middle-aged  roan.  He  was  a  good  companion  for  the  count,  and  listened  to 
the  tale  of  his  sufferings  with  peculiar  sympathy  and  compassion.  He  extolled  the  virtues  e( 
Leonora ;  and  the  good  which  she  universally  did  escaped  not  his  observation. 

It  was  her  daily  toil  to  visit  the  cottages  of  the  poor,  to  examine  Into  their  wants,  and  to 
select  such  objects  for  her  charity  as  she  deemed  the  most  fit,  and  the  most  in  need  of  her 
assistance. 

The  stories  of  the  humble  rustics  greatly  amused  her ;  and  some  of  their  narrations  were 
told  in  so  strange  a  manner,  that  they  frequently  awakened  emotfons  of  surprise  in  her  breast 

The  histories  of  haunted  castles  were  the  predominant  topics  of  their  conversation  ;  indeed 
some  were  so  emphatically  related,  and  in  so  singular  a  manner,  as  when  delivered  from  the 
mouths  of  rustics,  they  carried  with  them  the  character  of  truth. 

On  any  other  occasion  she  might  have  been  induced  to  attach  credit  to  their  artless  and 
simple  tales,  however  greatly  they  might  border  on  the  marvellous  ;  but,  incredulous  from  mil* 
fortune,  her  suspicions  instigated  her  to  depreciate  the  veracity  of  the  peasants. 

Some  indeed  were  excepted  from  the  code  of  her  regulatkmi. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

**  The  martyr  cheaply  parchases  hia  heaven ;  amall  are  hia  aaibringf.  great  his  reward.  Not  ao  the 
wretch  who  combau  love  with  daty ;  whose  mind,  weakened  and  disaolvrd  by  soft  paaaion,  fettle  and 
hopelew,  oppoaes  hia  own  deairea.**---GsoaeB  Barhwbll. 

But  however  ready  Leonora  was  to  be  incredulous,  a  tale  which  was  told  by  an  old  woman, 
who  lived  near  the  villa,  arrested  in  particular  her  most  serious  attention.  One  evening  talQag 
her  accustomed  walk  to  the  old  dame's  cottage,  to  hear  the  common  news  of  the  village,  the 
state  of  their  chitKil^at  suggested  the  following  strange  narration. 

**  Report  says,  my  dear  miss,  that  an  old  chateau,  about  ten  leagues  from  hence,  has  been 
long  haunted ;  but  how  far  this  assertion  is  confined  to  truth,  will  appear  from  the  following 
particulars,  which  I  am  enabled  to  give  you  from  the  best  authority. 

**  My  boy  Henry  having  occasion  to  travel  over  this  lonely  forest,  as  he  was  going  on  busineii 
to  Paris,  and  the  road  being  very  difficult  to  discover,  he  lost  his  way,  and  proceeded  along 
the  forest  for  miles  without  one  single  object  appearing  to  mark  it  out.  He  looked  about  for 
a  Ught,  but  all  was  involved  in  pitchy  darkness.  He  began  to  be  painfully  alarmed,  and  stiff 
mora  so  at  the  dreadful  bowlings  of  the  wild  beasts  with  which  the  forest  abounded.  He  went 
on  very  cautiously,  afraid  of  getting  out  of  his  track,  lest  he  should  become  the  victim  of  tiie 
beasts  of  prey.  He  looked  around  to  discover  a  light,  but  nothing  but  the  waving  blackness  of 
the  forest  could  be  distinguished.  The  wind,  which  sighed  mournfully,  was  now  In  uuison  with 
his  feelings.  Immerged  in  fear,  and  half  dead  with  angnish,  he  proceeded  along  a  path  which 
the  silver  rays  of  the  moon  pointed  out.  He  followed  it  for  a  long  time,  till  tired  and  wearied 
by  disappointment  and  distress,  he  sat  himself  down  on  a  mossy  bank  in  the  forest,  which  was 
wet  with  the  heavy  dew  which  covered  the  foce  of  naturo.  All  of  a  sodden  he  thought  he  saw  a 
man  kneeling  before  a  most  beautiful  woman,  and  his  apprehensions  were  confirmed  when  he 
heard  the  woman  distinctly  utter  the  following  piercing  words :  *  O  cruel  sir !  not  even  yoor  power 
and  tyranny  can  alter  my  widowed  vows— I-  have  resolutely  sworn  never  to  be  yoni^  eaid  it  if 
in  win  fcrmeto  eodeavonr  to  comply  with  your  unjustifiable  requests.' 

UmUbed  and  thunderttra^,  he  ptnc^ede^  a^  VlXX\«  Ux^bftt^  ^b^  tBbwiuBt  Iteicif 
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behind  a  large  oak  tree,  he  had  a  lull  view  of  the  man  and  the  woman ;  the  Ibrmtr  was  abnitalf 
savage-looking  mootter,  whoae  connteoanee  plainly  spoke  the  foulness  of  his  heart,  ready  to 
trample  on  the  most  sacred  rights  of  nature  and  the  chastity  of  youth.  The  fiice  of  the 
injured  lair  one  bore  the  aspect  of  placid  melancholy.  The  storms  of  passion  and  the  cruelty 
of  power  had  robbed  her  lily  cheeks  of  the  youthful  roses  which  else  wouki  have  blushed  in  a 
crimson  glow.  Her  figure  was  majestic,  and  her  mien  gracefuL  Henry  heard  them  both  utter 
some  faint  expressions,  which  plainly  discovered  to  him  that  it  was  some  monster  who  endea- 
voured to  triumph  over  the  helpless  state  of  some  innocent  virgin. 

**  He  was  on  the  point  of  rushing  on  the  villain,  and  rescuing  the  lady  from  her  pitiable 
state,  when  the  appearance  of  three  domestics  deniedhlm  the  power  of  executing  his  wish- 
He  crept  close  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  alraid  of  being  discovered  ;  but  his  fears  soon  abated, 
for  he  saw  the  lady  mountod  on  a  horse,  and  the  rode  fast  away  with  the  attendants.  Plunged 
into  an  abyss  of  reflection,  and  tired  with  pain  and  misery,  he  was  going  to  faint  with  grief* 
only  a  light  at  a  distance  re-animated  his  spirits ;  and  flushed  w  ith  the  hopes  of  getting  a 
night's  lodging,  he  made  all  possible  haste,  and  soon  arrived  at  the  place  from  which  the  light 
proceeded.  It  issued  forth  from  an  ancient  chateau,  which  was  situated  in  the  most  gloomy 
part  of  the  forest,  and,  added  to  the  wild  horror  of  the  scene,  looked  strikingly  awful.  The 
turreted  comers  of  grey  stone  peeped  through  the  tops  of  the  trees  as  lighted  by  the  silver 
brightness  of  the  moon,  which  threw  her  shadowy  beams  over  the  chateau,  leaving  some  part 
shrouded  in  gloom  whilst  the  other  features  were  distinctly  seen.  It  was  an  ancient  building, 
which  bad  long  withstood  winter's  heavy  siege ;  the  hand  of  time  had  deepened  the  shades  of 
the  angles,  impairing  in  some  parts  the  battlements  that  frowned  in  sullen  majesty  over  the 
romantic  scenery  around. 

<*  With  cautious  and  tren&ulous  steps,  Henry  advanced  to  the  south  gate,  which  he  found  to 
his  disappointment  to  be  locked.  He  walked  in  silent  grief  all  around  the  moat  which  sur- 
rounded the  chateau,  and  discovered  the  bridge  to  be  drawn. 

**  Exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  faint  with  hunger,  he  advanced  to  the  great  gate,  and  ringing 
the  bell  most  furiously,  he  awoke  the  porter,  who  humanely  came  to  his  assistance. 

**  Henry  was  urged  on  to  commit  this  presumptuous  deed  by  the  call  of  nature,  resolving 
as  the  last  expedient  to  awaken  the  inhabitants  to  a  sense  of  his  situation. 

<*  The  porter  coming  to  bis  help,  said,  *  Pray,  friend,  what  brings  you  here  at  this  late 
hour?  and  what  are  your  commands?  My  orders  are  not  to  let  a  person  into  this  mansion.'  4 
**<  Have  pity  on  me,'  said  Henry,  'and  grant  me  one  night's  lodging,  for  I  have  been  wan- 
dering over  this  forest  for  these  last  five  or  six  hours,  but  in  fruitless  expectation  of  finding 
relief  to  my  distressed  situation ;  and  urged  on  by  the  glimmering  light,  which  appeared  as  it 
were  to  re-animate  my  drooping  courage,  I  arrivod  at  the  place  from  whence  it  inued,  in  sflent 
expectation  that  you  would  have  pity  on  me,  and  grant  me  that  relief  which  nature  so  impli* 
citly  requires.* 

"  *  Well,  friend,*  said  the  porter, '  as  the  hour  of  midnight  is  rapidly  coming  on,  and  as  you 
are  far  from  the  next  town,  and  not  near  to  any  hamlet  where  you  could  procure  any  assistance, 
I  will  this  time  favour  your  wishes,  and  accommodate  you  as  well  as  lean,  upon  oath  that  yov^ 
will  never  reveal  the  secret  of  my  having  let  you  in.' 

^  *  Rely  on  my  fidelity  to  obey  honourably  the  commands  you  enjoin  me  to  execute,'  said 
Henry.  *  You  may  rest  assured  that,  upon  the  honour  of  a  man,  I  will  never  discover  the 
circumstance  of  my  having  been  in  the  chateau  to  anybody  save  to  my  mother.' 

**  *  Well,  friend,*  replied  the  porter,  *  upon  those  terms  let  us  come  In.*  Having  opened  the 
gate,  he  proceeded  along  a  gloomy  avenue  of  trees,  which  the  foint  expression  of  the  lighted 
candle  barely  distinguished. 

**  The  faithful  domestic  ofi*ered  Henry  some  refreshment,  of  which  he  gladly  partook,  not 
having  tasted  any  for  many  hours. 

<*  The  old  porter  having  made  a  biasing  fire,  and  prepared  the  collation,  Henry  made  a 
most  hearty  and  comfortable  repast.  Having  finished  his  supper,  and  thankfaig  his  generous 
host  in  the  sincerest  manner,  he  Informed  him  of  the  interview  between  the  man  and  the 
woman  whom  he  discovered  in  the  forest.  ( 

**The  porter  was  astonished  beyond  measure,  and  no  longer  doubted  thai  iVa^^ma^^sc^ 
visits  of  hie  master  to  the  ferest  were  direct  bf««OTEA\vi«  idMi8M«iailVim%^»^^!^^^^ 
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tilt  honottr  of  Uf  itatioii,  and  the  Edelitj  which  he  always  obienred  to  hit  naiCer,  not  to  pry 
into  the  seereta  of  the  matter,  he  diveitcd  himielf  of  Mi  aatonisbment  at  HeniT't  tale  ai  nraeh 
at  possible,  and  told  him  that  be  was  not  much  sarprisedat  bis  conversation ;  for  the  gloomineM 
of  the  forest,  its  retbement,  and  the  looelineu  of  the  situation,  offered  raanj  incentiTcs  to 
those  individnals  who  were  anzioos  to  profess  clandestinely  their  vows  of  eternal  6deHty.  The 
oonelusion  which  the  venerable  domestic  made  was  ill  calcniated  to  soften  the  wonder  of  Henry, 
which  was,  from  the  conversation  of  the  porter,  still  more  increased.  He  eipotiated  on  the 
particular  manner  in  which  he  found  them,  th|B  langnage  of  the  fair  one,  and  the  sadden 
appearance  of  the  men  who  mshed  from  the  thidiet  '  All  these/  rejoioed  Henry,  'cannot  be 
dieted  by  common-plnoe  passion  ;  but  the  power  and  emelty  of  a  monster,  who  is  aimfaig 
at  the  destruction  of  some  weak  and  helpless  virgin/ 

"The  state  of  the  porter's  mind  was  agitated  at  Henry's  coni^ersatfon;  he  hardly  knew 
what  reply  to  make;  but  persisting  in  his  first  assertion,  heconcladed  by  adding,  that  he  mntt 
have  mistaken  the  nature  of  the  conversation  of  the  parties. 

**  Henry  finding  it  useless  to  gain  any  information  respecting  the  mysteriont  ooupfle,  and 
still  more  astonished  at  finding  that  his  kind  host  was  unwilling  to  assist  him  in  the  discovery 
of  the  people,  he  dropped  the  subject,  and  the  conversation  presently  rolled  on  the  history  of 
the  castle  ;  but  fai  this  matter  the  porter  also  observed  a  profound  iDeoce ;  he  only  inlbrmed 
Henry  that  he  had  not  been  there  long,  and  that  he  was  quite  ignorant  of  the  means  by 
which  his  roaster  becanip  possessed  of  the  castle,  and  that  he  was  away,  and  constantly  locked 
up  the  gates  when  he  was  out. 

<*  Henry  endeavoured  to  gain  more  information,  and  wanted  to  go  over  the  rooms  of  tlie 
chateau,  but  this  was  positively  refused. 

**  Finding  that  the  porter  maintained  an  uneonqnerable  silence  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
fomily  mansion,  and  on  all  other  topics,  he  heartily  thanked  him  for  his  liberal  treatment,  and 
wishing  him  good  night  retired  to  l>ed,  but  to  a  sleepless  conch ;  for  his  ideas,  racked  by  the 
strange  succession  of  mysterious  events  which  rushed  on  his  imagination,  denied  him  the  bliss 
of  sound  sleep.  He  had  a  most  confused  and  strange  dream  ;  he  imagined  that  the  individual 
he  saw  in  the  forest  was  the  owner  of  the  castle ;  and  that  having  seduced  some  innocent  virgin 
to  his  mansion,  had  led  her  into  the  forest,  in  hopes  of  bringing  her  over  to  his  wishes,  but  In 
vain.  He  fancied  he  saw  her  in  her  return,  and  sent  to  a  damp  and  cold  prison  ;  her  bed  of 
straw,  and  her  food  iMread  and  water ;  he  pictured  her  weak  and  emaciated,  worn  out  by 
grief  and  misery ;  and  in  a  dying  tone  breathing  forth  her  last  words,  '  I  forgive  you,  but  I 
cannot  be  yours.' 

*' The  conversation  of  the  old  man  pressed  closely  on  his  imagination;  it  heightened  the 
mysterious  charm,  and  added  to  the  strange  dream  which  he  experienced :  he  had  no  slight 
reasons  for  thinking  that  the  ruffian-like  bchig  he  met  during  his  melancholy  pilgrimage  was 
the  owner  of  the  castle. 

**The  porter  also  passed  a  very  restless  night ;  he  ruminated  on  the  subject  of  Henry*s  tale 
to  him,  and  his  fears  lest  his  master  should  detect  him  in  having  suffered  the  stranger  to  come 
into  the  chateau.  Henry  having  arose  from  his  bed,  was  about  to  take  his  departure,  when 
his  host,  wishing  to  have  a  few  minutes'  conversation  with  him,  requested  him  to  follow  him 
into  an  adjoining  room.  It  was  only  to  show  him  the  state  of  his  mind,  and  to  blind  as  much 
as  possible  his  ideas  eonceming  the  interview  in  the  forest.  He  enjoined  him  to  profonnd 
secrecy  in  all,  and  also  requested  him  to  reveal  to  nobody  the  subject  of  his  night's  lodging ; 
but  havmg  made  the  former  stipulation  with  the  porter,  he  has  not  committed  himself  by 
giving  me  a  detail  of  all  the  marvellous  events  which  he  has  experienced  during  his  lonely 
pilgrimage. 

**  Henry  having  thanked  the  venerable  domestic  for  his  liberal  treatment,  he  wished  him 
adieu,  heartily  glad  to  get  away  from  so  gloomy  and  terrific*looking  a  mansion.  He  imaghied 
that  all  the  time  he  was  in  the  chateau  he  was  not  safe;  and  indeed  he  often  thought  he  heard 
a  noise,  which  materially  increased  his  fears.  His  mhid  when  he  reached  home  was  mnoli 
agitated,  and  he  told  me  the  whole  of  the  narrative  which  I  have  been  acquainting  yon 
with.  With  peculiar  emphasis  he  begged  me  to  keep  it  a  secret  to  all,  save  to  your  ladyship^ 
iowbom  be  nid  I  might  ravoal  the  whole  matter ;  as,  he  added,  he  was  mro  thnt  heconld 
t^  on  jmff    "'^        MMl  liit«|rily.     "Ynn  m  ite  mi^  ^«ciwn«  tii>M»  ^iteMk  I  Imm 
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made  acquainted  with  tbif  tale;  «hieh,  strange  indeed  aa  it  magr  appear,  fe  paHbotlytrua  la 
ail  its  stages.  My  aoo  wiU  teitiiy  any  aeaertion  mhkik  I  liavo  aMde,  aa  lia  was  eye^witneia  of 
tlM  l^ts,  and  first  inlarmad  na  of  them  aUL" 

•<  Well,  dame,'*  said  Leonora,  <*  I  mast  confess  that  your's  is  ratlier  a  singalar  narrative  ; 
and  CAnnot  forbear  cengratulaiting  your  son  on  escapfaig  the  daagars  which  were  likely  to  befol 
him,  and  seemingly  threatened  liiai  00  ali  jidee.** 

Tbe  reol  state  of  Leonorals  mind  thfotighoat  the  whole  of  the  old  woman's  narrative,  the 
voeoDDected  meaner  by  which  the  casUe  devolved  on  the  mysterions  possessor^  called  up  in 
bar  mind  the  possiblUiy,  and  likewise  the  probability,  ef  iU  being  her  father^  mansien ;  and 
the  event  at  which  she  was  so  much  amazed  was  one  which  nearly  concerned  herself  and  Was 
intiiMiely  connected  with  the  fiimily.  She  interrogated  tlie  old  woman  eonoeming  the  couple 
and  the  chateau ;  bat  the  good  old  daaie,  resolving  not  to  coaunit  herself  by  asserting  those 
things  which  ignoronee  woaU  suggest,  professed  on  utter  unaeqnaintance  with  all  other  topics 
eonoeming  the  matter.  She  said  that  she  had  eoHHaonioated  all  with  wliioh  slie  was  acquainted, 
Mid  could  give  tier  no  more  information. 

Leonora  took  inexpressible  delight  in  the  oonversation  of  this  agreeable  old  woman,  wlw 
was  capable  of  affording  her  muoh  instrnctioa  and  amusement,  aa  she  was  sensible  and  wall 
Informed,  having  had  a  most  liberal  education.  The  calamities  and  vicissitudes  with  which 
Ufo  is  chequered*  forced  her  to  withdraw  from  the  more  f  enlightened  sphere  of  the  world,  to 
aettl^  in  her  present  low  and  humble  condition  ;  but  rieh  in  intellect  and  in  mind,  rather  than 
in  purse,  her  enjoyments  were  the  fewer,  but  more  rational ;  and  select,  but  the  more  lasting*. 

The  advice  she  gave  Leonora  was  invaluable;  tlie  manner  of  her  expression  was  lively  and 
interestiBg ;  for,  divested  of  the  grave  and  solemn  manner  of  the  austere  and  profound  rsasoner, 
she  added  to  good  humour,  vivaeity,  and  spnghtlines%  a  great  dignity  of  expression  and 
commanding  manner,  which  awed  strangers  into  uniform  acquiescence  with  the  dictates  of  her 
reason 

She  was  a  great  comfort  to  our  heroine,  and  amused  her  often  with  a  most  pleasant  tale. 

The  conviction  of  the  present,  applied  as  it  might  be  to  the  past,  operated  strongly  on  her 
mind ;  yet  she  resolved  not  to  acquaint  her  father ;  indeed  she  was  bound  not  to  do  it,  and  she 
determined  to  keep  him  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  narrative  whidi  the  old  woman  told  her  in  so 
Impressive  a  manner. 

Leonora,  who  had  been  kept  in  profound  ignorance  of  the  real  causes  which  instigated  her 
father  to  quit  the  family  mansion,  at  least  as  far  as  enabled  her  to  apply  the  subject  of  the  old 
woman's  conversation  individually  to  her  family  affairs,  consequently  determined  to  pass  over 
the  subject  with  heedless  unconcern,  and  endeavour  as  much  as  possible  to  shake  off  its  exist- 
ence from  her  mind. 

She  now  ruminated  on  the  subject  of  De  Gemier's  departure  from  the  villa ;  his  absence 
rose  forcibly  to  her  mind,  and  she  wished  more  than  ever  that  he  had  been  present  to  have 
heard  the  old  dame's  tale.  "  Perhaps,"  thought  she,  *'  his  penetration  might  have  discovered  who 
tlie  mysterious  party  were  whom  Henry  met  in  the  forest,  and  the  strange  event  attending  the 
chateau." 

Leonora  thought  that«the  stem  silence  which  the  porter  so  implicitly  maintained  discovered 
at  once  his  fears ;  and  his  unwillingness  in  answering  aay  of  Henry's  questions,  fully  justified 
her  to  suppose  that  some  unlawfol  measures  attended  the  true  possession  of  the  castle. 

Leonora,  when  going  to  take  her  leave,  was  rather  surprised  in  finding  it  quite  dark ;  but 
fortunately  for  her  the  moon  appeared  to  light  her  home,  which  but  a  few  minutes  before  was 
enveloped  in  a  thick  cloud. 

When  she  gained  the  cottage,  her  father  expressed  his  fears  of  her  catching  cold  from  her 
imprudence  in  staying  out  so  late  ;  but  these  she  soon  defoated  by  saying  that  she  was  well 
wrapped  up,  and  bad  .only  come  from  the  old  woman's  house. 

At  first  she  resolved  to  communicate  the  strange  tale  to  her  father,  but  thinking  that  it 
miglit  ciUl  up  fresh  images  of  grief  in  his  mind,  she  checked  the  desire ;  she  longed  to  know 
the  explantttion  of  the  old  dame's  narratfoa,  and  truly  regretted  her  own  incapability  of  flnding 
it  out. 

She  had  often  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  most  marvellous  stories,  but  in  general  they 
vrere  overdrawn ;  but  this  wore  the  character  of  ttulVv.    ^^%\^<^%«  «^^  ^nv)^\  ^wax  ^xS^x.  "^^ 
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veracity  of  th«  good  old  woaian,  nor  the  integrity  of  ber  eon,  who  was  the  messenger  of  the 
first  Udii^ ;  but  irhether  it  were  true  or  not,  since  eitemal  things  did  not  seem  to  offer  ber 
«ny  assistance,  she  wished  that  it  might  be  buried  in  eternal  oblifioa,  never  more  to  oeounr 
her  mind,  or  harass  her  feelings. 

She  passed  a  most  uncomfortable  night,  but,  upon  the  whole,  rather  better  than  she  had 
reason  to  expect  from  the  state  of  her  mind  when  she  went  to  bed. 

She  awoke  early  the  next  morning,  and  rising,  tqok  a  walk,  being  induoed  by  the  pecaliar 
beauty  and  mildness  of  the  air.  Far  to  the  east  appeared  the  majeitic  orb,  which  was  jmt 
rising  in  glorious  splendour,  and,  shedding  a  crimson  glow  all  over  the  horiieo,  seemed  to  blnsb 
at  the  supineness  of  man,  for  the  busy  world  was  yet  asleep.  **  Business  had  not  yet  shook  off 
his  sound  sleep,  and  riot  had  but  just  reclined  its  giddy  head.*  The  lark  was  just  asfwiding 
to  the  heavens  with  her  morning  carol,  the  tribute  of  praise  to  Almighty  CSod. 

Leonora  was  charmed  with  the  stillness  of  the  scene ;  she  seated  herself  on  the  bank  of  a 
small  cascade,  where  the  hollow  dashing  of  the  streams  along  the  meadow  lulled  her  senses  into 
a  kind  of  temporary  oblivion  to  all  the  calamities  of  her  past  life.  The  stillness  of  steeping 
nature  was  in  unison  with  her  innate  feelings ;  she  gased  on  all  around  with  transports  of  joy, 
and  contemplated  with  sacred  pleasure  the  glorious  work  of  nature.  She  took  infinite  d^ght 
In  culling  the  wild  6owers  which  flourished  in  luxuriant  abundance,  shedding  unregarded  their 
sweetness  on  the  desert  air.  She  gathered  some  of  the  choicest,  and  compared  them  with 
those  reared  by  care  and  art.  How  great  was  the  disparity  1  how  widely  different  in  siroplactty 
and  elegance  I 

The  skill  of  mechanism  and  the  ingenuity  of  art  are  mean  and  trifling  in  comparison  with 
the  unstudied  air  of  nature,  which  mocks  the  presumption  of  all  who  emulate  her  plain  woiks. 

'*What,**  thought  Leonora,  **  can  be  more  chastely  delicate  than  the  lily  of  the  valley,  or 
what  more  towering  and  noble  than  the  wild  fox-glove." 
-   She  indulged  herself  in  placid  reflection  till  the  beams  of  the  sun  awoke  mankind,  and 
summoned  them  to  rise  from  their  drowsy  pillows  to  fulfil  the  active  duties  of  the  day. 

She  now  walked  to  the  villa,  and  was  agreeably  met  by  her  father,  who  had  risen  eariy. 

*'  I  am  glad,  my  dear  Leonora,"  said  the  count,  *'  that  your  aunt  will  have  so  fine  a  day  for 
her  journey,  and  I  hope  she  will  arrive  before  dinner." 

**  Happy  am  I,  my  dear  papa,*'  rejoined  Leonora,  "  that  nothing  will  now  deprive  us  of  that 
pleasure  which  I  have  long  anticipated ;  her  charming  society  will  make  an  agreeable  change, 
and  I  trust  will  mend  your  spirits,  which  I  am  much  concerned  to  witness  in  their  present 
delicate  state." 

**  Do  not  distress  yourself  my  dear  child,"  resumed  her  father ;  "  I  am  much  better  than 
you  think,  and  I  appear.  The  cruelty  of  oppression,  and  the  consequent  infirmities  of  age,  are 
the  causes  which  mark  my  countenance  with  sorrow,  and  depress  my  spirits  with  gloom  ;  but 
believe  me  I  suffer  not  the  expression  of  grief  to  escape  ray  Jips,  but  resign^  myself  humbly  till 
that  blissful  period  arrives  which  will  reward  my  sufferings  in  a  happy  eternity.'* 

"  Do  not  talk  so,  pray  dear  papa,"  reamed  Leonora ;  "  remember  that  yon  have  a  family 
to  look  after,  and  you  must  not  think  about  eternity,  for  a  good  men  is  always  prepared  to  meet 
death  without  fear  and  ama^ment,  and  never  shudders  at  the  idea  of  dissolution." 

**  I  admire  your  kind  enthusiasm,*'  replied  her  father,  "  and  may  I  yet  live  many  years  for 
your  comfort  and  happiness !  for  should  the  hour  of  dissolution  tear  me  away  at  this  moment 
from  my  dear  child,  the  pangs  and  stings  which  she  would  endure  would  not  let  me  die  in  peace. 
But  no  more  to  pass  away  your  time  on  so  mournful  a  subject,  and  wound  your  feelrags  by  the 
anticipation  of  that  awful  event  which  must  eventually  take  place, — for  strong  as  is  your  forti- 
tude, I  will  not  unnecessarily  put  it  to  the  test,~go,  my  dear  Leonora,  and  prepare  the  rooms 
and  arrange  the  flowers  against  the  arrival  of  your  aunt." 

She  did  all  which  her  father  enjoined  her  to  do,  and  was  very  busy  in.  adjusting  every  indi« 
vldual  thing  fof  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  her  aunt 

She  walked  to  the  parsonage  and  asked  the  venerable  prelate,  Monsieur  St  Merville,  to 
dinner,  who  gladly  accepted  the  invitation,  and  also  congratulated  Leonora  on  the  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  she  would  experience  from  the  intended  visit  of  her  aunt. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  amiss  to  give  our  readers  some  sliglit  account  of  the  familT  of  Moo* 
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This  good  clergyman  had  loft  His  wife  about  twelve  years  ago,  an  event  which  tinctured 
his  mind  with  sorrow  and  melancholy.  She  left  an  only  child,  and  his  chief  care  was  now  to 
instruct  the  mind  and  train  tttd  principles  of  his  boy  in  that  course  which  he  designed  him  to  foN 
low  in  life.  His  son  was  about  seven  years  old  when  bis  wife  died ;  an  age  when  he  first  took 
occasion  to  sow  the  seeds  of  religion  in  his  mind.  Having  instructed  him  in  all  the  first  branches 
of  the  profession  he  destined  him  to  follow,  which  was  the  church,  he  sent  him  to  college^ 
where  he  early  discovered  the  dawnings  of  a  bright  mind. 

He  soon  distinguished  himself  by  his  talent,  piety,  and  benevolence :  he  applied  himself 
most  assiduously  to  his  respective  studies,  and  obtained  that  commendation,  esteem,  and  admi- 
ration which,  by  his  well-eamed  works  and  faithful  actions,  he  so  justly  merited.  He  was 
faithful  and  sincere  as  a  friend,  and  holy  and  virtuous  as  arising  prelate.  He  was  admired  by 
all,  and  universally  obtained  the  most  unequivocal  praise.  He  was  a  great  comfort  to  hit 
father,  whom  ho  honoured  and  revered. 

Lionel  was  now  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  was  soon  going  to  take  orders,  when  at  the 
fhll  age ;  and  when  he  was  enabled  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  church,  he  was  to  take  the 
situation  of  his  father ;  who,  being  very  old  and  infirm,  was  but  ill  calculated  to  execute  his 
ecclesiastical  functions. 

Monsieur  St  Merville  often  retired  amidst  the  mountains  of  the  surrounding  seenerr,  where 
he  contemplated  the  past  hours  of  his  life,  and  resigned  himself  with  rapture  to  the  luxury  of 
the  moment.  A  placid  melancholy  was  fixed  on  his  brow,  to  which  he  was  long  familiarised, 
and  which  was  mellowed  by  time.  He  took  infinite  delight,  and  ever  discovered  a  most  tender 
concern  for  the  feelings  of  the  count.  Himself  the  victim  of  sad  sorrow,  he  was  particularly 
able  to  sympathise  most  feelingly  with  him  on  the  past  scenes  of  his  life. 

He  often  retired  to  a  seat  under  th6  yew  tree  which  shaded  the  tomb  of  his  dearly  beloved 
wife,  and  read  the  monumental  inscription,  which  he  composed  himself,  with  an  elevated  tone 
of  sacred  devotion ;  first  rising  to  the  fire  and  climax  of  religion,  then  sinking  into  the  soft 
cadence  of  friendly  sorrow.  His  mind  was  expanded,  his  heart  sincere,  and  his  actions  just, 
Tirtuous,  and  upright ;  he  was  quiet  and  composed,  and  a  digotfied  elevation  of  thought  settled 
on  his  countenance,  which  was  nevertheless  firank  and  undisguised.  He  was  the  friend  of  the 
needy,  and  a  constant  advocate  for  every  social  right.  He  discovered  a  laudable  exertion  in 
executing  with  conscientious  ^delity  his  parochial  duties,  and  was  adored  and  esteemed  by  all. 
He  often  related  to  the  count  the  death  of  his  dear  wife,  who  shed  tears  at  the  tender  recitaL 

Monsieur  St  Merville  was  a  man  of  all  others  the  best  calculated  to  adorn  the  society  of  the 
worthy  count,  as  he  was  a  man  in  whom  he  could  confide,  and  relate  without  fear  the  post 
sniTerings  of  his  life. 

He  liked  Lionel,  and  often  asked  him  to  his  villa ;  but  the  tender  passion  which  he  dis- 
covered for  Leonora  greatly  grieved  her,  and  she  was  at  last  forced  to  show  him,  but  in  the 
most  honourable  manner,  the  painful  state  of  her  mind. 

Lionel  listened  with  agony  to  the  conversation  of  Leonora,  and  lamented  his  bitter  fate,  for 
he  was  far  too  amiable  and  ingenuous  to  invade  the  widowed  love  of  Leonora ;  for  such  she 
thought  that  it  was,  having  parted  with  De  Gemier  with  the  melancholy  prospect  of  never 
seeiog  him  again. 

She  saw  the  state  of  Lionel's  feelings,  and  assured  him  that  as  long  as  he  lived  his  virtuea 
would  always  arrest  her  attention,  and  claim  the  most  undivided  admiration  *,  but  any  further 
she  could  not  say  anything,  as  having  irrevocably  given  her  hand  to  another,  she  could  not 
honourably  break  that  vow  of  eternal  fidelity  which  she  had  sworn  to  his  love. 

This  materially  hurt  the  peace  of  Lionel,  as  he  was  obliged  to  combat  with  the  flame  of 
the  most  tender  passion  and  the  conscientiousness  of  strict  duty,  which  he  ever  considered  as 
one  of  his  chief  attributes.  His  manly  integrity  and  good  sense  suggested  to  him,  that  the 
best  plan  to  adopt  would  be  to  tear  himself  from  the  object  of  his  affection ;  absence  would 
effect  a  material  cure,  and  in  the  enthusiasm  of  study,  and  the  virtuous  discharge  of  hia 
duties,  he  would  soon  forget  the  tender  subject  of  his  melancholy,  and  obtain  that  relief  In  a 
remote  place  to  which  he  was  now  so  utter  a  stranger. 

Leonora  proffered  him  the  most  open  terms  of  sincerity,  which  he  most  thankfully  embraced ; 
yet  every  time  he  thought  of  her  the  workings  of  his  passion  heated  his  Imagination,  fired  his 
soolf  and  he  raved  with  despair  i  but  still,  when  reason  calmed  the  paroxysms  oC  hia  U^h^%  v^ 
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cheeked  its  sallies,  he  viewed  his  state  with  impartial  Judgment,  and  severely  rebaked  himself 
for  kindling  that  flame  which  it  was  his  duty  to  extinguish. 

His  father  was  not  a  stranger  to  his  feelings,  but  thinking  that  his  interference  might  add 
fresh  grief  to  the  fuel  of  hte  son's  love,  and  also  be  tlie  means  of  recalling  hi  his  mind  the  image 
€it  his  passion,  he  did  not  point  out  that  object,  the  remembrance  of  which  occasioned  him  the 
sharpest  sorrow  and  the  most  poignant  anguish. 

He  left  his  son  to  follow  his  own  plans,  trusting  to  his  integrity  and  strength  of  mind,, to 
discriminate  the  course  which  he  ought  to  follow. 

The  count,  who  was  also  eye-witness  of  the  whole,  pitied  the  feelings  of  the  prelate*!  ton, 
but  did  not  give  him  the  least  hope  of  encouragement,  as  the  hand  of  Leonora  was  to  be  given 
to  the  faithful  De  Gemier  when  drcurostances  could  conveniently  unite  them. 

Lionel  perceiving  that  all  hopes  of  success  on  either  side  were  fhiltless,  and  thai  De 
Oernier  was  the  favoured  man,  resigned  himself  to  his  grief,  and  at  once  determined  to  eiile 
himself  from  the  society  of  Leonora,  which  he  thought  would  be  the  only  means  of  obtaining 
relief  to  his  distressed  and  agonized  feelings.  He  generously  laid  open  to  his  father  the  state 
of  his  mind,  who  also  advised  him  to  follow  the  plans  which  he  had  so  wisely  suggested. 

He  accordingly  set  out  for  the  university,  where  he  resolved  to  stay,  and  endeavour  to 
shake  off  that  grief  and  sorrow  which  he  saw  was  impossible  to  elude  by  remaining  in  the  pre- 
sent vicinity.  When  he  arrived  at  college  he  applied  himself  with  unwearied  assiduity  to  his 
respective  studies,  and  soon  partly  forgot  the  reasons  which  forced  him  to  quit  the  village  so 
soon. 

Yet  lo\'e  is  sc  powerful  a  propensity,  that  when  once  it  eats  into  the  mind,  its  corroding 
cares  and  painful  workings  are  so  great,  that  it  requires  a  vast  deal  of  fortitude,  time,  and 
patience  to  effect  a  cure. 

All  these  experiments  Lionel  resolved  to  put  into  practice,  and  fondly  hoped  that  by  fol- 
lowing its  maxims  he  should  soon  forget  the  invincible,  and  seemingly  irresisUble,  charms  of 
the  lovely  and  the  enohanting  Leonora. 

Leaving  poor  Lionel  to  the  painful  cflTusioos  of  sorrow,  let  ns  now  attend  to  the  summons 
of  the  count,  who  was  congratulating  his  sister  the  Countess  de  Santa  on  her  pleasant  journey 
and  happy  arrival  at  the  cottage. 

She  was  much  pleased  with  the  situation  of  the  place,  which  commanded  a  bold  xomantfe 
northern  view. 

Leonora  asked  her  aunt  a  multiplicity  of  questions,  all  In  one  breath ;  and  before  sfaeeonld 
get  any  reply,  another  succession  rapidly  followed. 

*'  How  did  you  leave  Paris  ?  How  are  your  friends  there  ?  and  what  is  the  news?'*  rapidly 
escaped  her  lips. 

The  countess  answered  all  her  questions  with  the  most  affectionate  solicitude,  but  expressed 
the  most  tender  concern  for  the  altered  looks  and  dejected  spirits  of  the  count,  v^blch  were 
nevertheless  much  more  lively  than  they  were  wont  to  foe. 

He  took  the  6rst  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  countess  with  the  singular  circumstances 
which  took  place  since  the  last  time  he  had  the  pleasure  of  seehng  her.  He  informed  her  of 
the  whole  history  of  De  Gemier,  pointed  in  the  strongest  manner  how  he  was  connected  to 
the  family,  and  dwelt  with  eloquent  emphasis  on  the  subject  of  his  rapid  departure. 

The  countess  was  much  agitated  at  her  brother^  recital,  and  was  much  astoni^ed  at  the 
sudden  departure  of  De  Gemier  from  the  villa,  particularly  at  so  critical  a  time*  She  thought 
that  something  of  the  greatest  magnitude  called  him  away,  or  else  he  would  not  have  left  tlie 
count  in  such  dreadful  anxiety  and  deep  sorrow. 

*<  How  manly  and  virtuous  is  this  youth,"  thought  she:  "how honourable  and  ingenuous! 
Happy  am  I  in  the  honour  of  so  illustrious  a  relation.*' 

When  the  subject  of  De  Gremier's  departure  was  mentioned  to  Leonora,  she  discovered  the 
most  tender  emotions  and  painful  anxiety. 

The  countess  comforted  her  during  his  absence,  and  instilled  into  her  mind  the  hopes  erf 

future  happiness.     She  walked  with  her  every  night,  during  which  time  she  gave  her  the 

roost  tender  advice.     She  exercised  her  kind  solicftode  to  explain  all  subjects,  the  good  of 

which  Leonora  thankfully  embraced.     Her  niece  being  a  great  admirer  of  nature,  she  often 

M  h€r  aunt  to  §ome  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  near  the  villa.    One  evening  die  coodnoted 
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to  a  imall  glade  in  the  amphitheatre  of  the  finest,  and  stating  thtnaelvei  on  the  trunk  of  am 
aged  oak  tree,  thej  contemplated  the  wild  grandeur  of  the  scene*  The  waving  blackness  of 
the  forest , the  venerable  appearance  of  the  oak  trees,  which,  stretching  their  gigantic  branches 
Cur  over  the  ground,  gave  them  a  most  delightful  shade ;  the  luxuriance  of  the  wild  flowers, 
which  were  smiling  on  all  sides ;  the  matted  thickness  of  the  under-wood,  and  their  dark  and 
trackless  paths,  astonished  and  elevated  their  feelings  to  the  most  pleasing  contemplation. 

They  had  not  been  here  long  before  the  sun  sunk  behind  the  western  mountain,  a  golden 
hue  diffused  itself  through  all  the  forest,  all  was  calm  and  serene,  not  a  wind  agitated  the  leaves 
of  the  trees :  here  reigned  a  deadly  calm.  They  remained  in  the  forest  a  long  time,  transported 
by  the  most  ecstatic  delights. 

Leonora  pointed  out  the  beauties  around  her  in  the  most  tender  manner,  which  gave  the 
countess  real  pleasure,  and  also  in  witnessing  the  expanded  mind  of  her  niece.  The  shades  of 
night  warned  them  to  return  to  the  villa,  which  they  soon  did,  after  a  most  beautiful  and 
delightftil  walk. 

The  night  was  unusuaUy  dear,  and  the  air  singularly  mild  and  soft ;  thousands  of  start 
studded  the  brilliant  canofiy  above ;  the  moon  «elgned  in  cloudless  majesty ;  all  was  hushed 
in  the  solemn  stillness  of  death*  save  where  the  dashing  murmurs  of  a  distant  wave  played 
wantonly  in  the  vale  below. 

The  grey  turrets  of  a  distant  chateau  peeped  through  a  small  avenue  of  the  forest,  as  tht 
moon  threw  a  shadowy  glance  at  its  proud  grandeur. 

The  busy  world  was  now  at  rest  from  its  toils,  and  all  was  quiet,  save  riot's  giddy  throng. 

'*  How  many  delights,**  said  the  count,  "  do  those  people  lose  who  pass  their  time  at  the 
festive  board  of  luxury  and  dissipation  I  what  a  sacrifice  of  time  and  social  happness  do  they 
really  make  r 

**  Ah  !  my  dear  brother,**  replied  the  countess,  "  would  to  heaven  that  I  had  always  to 
witness  this  enchanting  spectacle !  would  to  God  that  I  was  far  away  from  the  flattery  and 
deceit  of  the  gay  scenes  of  Paris !  Ah !  I  wish  that  I  was  exiled  from  its  unsatisfactory  dellghta 
and  expensive  pleasures  I  What  hours  of  true  happiness  have  I  this  evening  experienced  with 
Leonora  t  I  wantoned  in  the  pure  delights  of  nature,  admired  her  works,  and  was  astonished  at 
the  presumption  of  art.  In  contemplating  the  grandeur  of  the  wide  horizon,  the  solitary  pomp 
of  the  forest,  the  mountain  regions  rearing  their  gigantic  heads,  tinged  with  the  dappled  hue  of 
the  fading  splendour  of  the  west,  I  estranged  myself  from  the  crowded  assemblies,  gay  parties^ 
and  costly  banquets  of  Paris,  and  their  satisfaction  was  poor  indeed  when  compared  with  the 
heavenly  scene  which  I  witnessed  with  Leonora.  Here  all  is  openness  of  mind  and  fairness  .of 
dealing  ;  there,  all  gvile  and  intrigue,  temporizing  chicanery,  and  insidioua  duplicity.** 

The  count  aad  countess  passed  their  time  till  supper  in  a  pleasing  conversation  on  the 
beauties  of  solitude,  and  how  satisfactory  were  their  delights,  in  comparison  with  those  of  the 
more  tumultuous  scenes  of  life. 

The  countess  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  situation  of  the  villa,  and  the  romantic  scenery 
of  the  adjacent  country,  added  to  the  agreeable  and  interesting  society  of  Leonora  and  her 
father,  that  she  determined  to  prolong  her  visit  more  than  she  had  at  first  intended,  which  was 
gladly  received  by  the  family,  who  took  infinite  pleasure  in  having  the  countess  at  the  cottage. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

'*  TVueman.  *TiM  itrange— bat  I  hare  done ;  say  bvt  jou  htte  me  not. 
BamwtU.  Hate  you !   I  am  not  that  monster  yet. 
Trueman,  Ferhap*  you  pity  me  f 
BarnuftU,  I  do— 1  do— indeed  I  do.*'.LiLLo.*' 

It  is  now  full  time  to  return  to  Do  Gemier,  who  left  the  Count  de  Oras  in  a  great  hurry^ 
without  giving  him  the  least  reason  for  his  departure. 

It  will  be  seen  how  far  he  was  justified  for  his  strange  conduct,  and  at  once  unfold  the 
mystery  that  called  him  away.  The  letter  which  he  received  was  from  Monsieur  Ducl6s,  the 
person  whom  he  so  generously  befriended  in  distress.  It  may  not  perhapa  be  amiss  to  la^ 
before  our  readers  the  contents  of  Monsieur  Ducl^'a\eUaT^'9i\tt.0cLiiaaka]kV^^%\ — 
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Monnaar  Duelos  to  Motuieur  de  Cfendtr, 
**  Mt  Dxar  Sik,— I  can  no  longer  withhold  from  you  certain  papers  which  I  think  materially 
concern  the  welfare  of  your  family.  The  manner  in  which  I  became  possessed  of  these  writings 
makes  me  shudder  for  the  consequences ;  and  as  the  workings  of  conscience  force  me  to  make 
an  ample  confession  to  the  only  friend  that  I  have  now  in  existence,  I  beg  you  will  meet  me  la 
Paris  with  the  least  possible  delay.     Let  nothing  detain  you,  for  procrastination  may  proTO 

fatal. 

*•  Yours  very  faithfully, 

"J.  M.  DtcLos.- 
IVhen  De  Gemler  had  finished  reading  the  contents  of  this  epistle,  it  may  be  remembered 
that  he  instantly  communicated  to  the  count  his  necessity  of  quitting  the  villa  for  the  present ; 
which  intelligence  greatly  affected  his  spirits,  more  particularly  at  a  time  when  De  Gernier 
was  disclosing  drcumstances  which  concerned  his  happiness  and  comfort.  But  his  mind,  long 
fomiliarized  to  sorrow  and  disappointment,  bore  the  stern  decree  of  Providence  with  manly 
fortitude. 

When  De  Gernier  reached  Paris,  he  immediately  proceeded  to  answer  the  summons  of  his 
ftiend,  whom  he  found  in  great  agony  and  aflQiction.  His  mind  was  oppressed  with  the  stings 
of  conscience ;  and  the  workings  of  bis  soul,  on  seeing  his  friend,  that  fKehd  who  pitied  him  in 
the  hour  of  trouble,  became  legible  in  his  face ;  tears  supplied  the  place  of  words,  and  he  fell 
on  the  breast  of  his  friend  and  wept. 

**  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  thus  oppressed  with  affliction,**  said  De  Gernier. 
**  Ah  !  do  not  say  affliction,  my  dear  fellow ;  rather  stung  by  the  pangs  of  an  agoniiing 
conscience,*'  retorted  the  distracted  Duclds. 

This  conversation,  and  the  appearance  of  Monsieur  Duclt^s,  greatly  agitated  De  Gernier, 
who  could  not  in  the  least  account  for  the  strange  manner  and  unaccountable  expression  of  his 
friend. 

He  retraced  the  scenes  of  his  former  life,  and  soon  attributed  his  dejected  countenance  to 
some  fresh  calamity  brought  on  by  gambling ;  yet  Duclds  informed  him  that  he  had  certain 
papers  which  would  be  of  gpreat  service  to  him.  What  these  papers  were,  if  they  were  of  any 
good,  and  even  if  they  were,  how  he  came  by  them,  greatly  surprised  him.  He  endeavoured 
in  his  own  mind  to  solve  this  difficult  history,  but  in  vain.  H^  now  sat  himself  down  by  his 
friend,  and  informed  him  that  he  was  anxious  to  hear  the  whole  of  what  he  wrote  about,  and 
also  added  that  he  would  maintain  the  most  inviolable  secrecy  if  he  wished  it. 

DucI6s'8  mind  appeared  greatly  agitated.  "  Can  I,*'  exicaimcd  the  unhappy  man,  **rely  on 
your  integrity  ?  Will  you  give  me  your  word  of  honour,  as  a  man  and  an  officer,  that  you  will 
reveal  to  nobody  living  the  method  by  which  I  obtained  the  papers  which  T  shall  give  you, 
except  I  alter  my  opinions  on  the  subject  ?** 

**  You  may  depend  on  my  fidelity,  my  dear  sir  ;  and  whatever  arc  the  reasons  you  wish  to 
conceal  which  instigated  you  to  gain  possession  of  the  papers,  I  will  for  ever  bury  in  lasting 
oblivion." 

**  You  are  too  good,  my  dear  De  Gernier ;  I  find  I  can  no  longer  keep  you  in  ignorance 
of  the  foulness  of  my  deeds ;  yet  I  trust,  when  you  shall  have  become  acquainted  with  them, 
that  you  will  have  pity  on  me,  and  retrace  their  origin  from  the  unfortunate  night  when  you 
was  eye-witness  of  my  losses,  and  saw  me  plunged  into  eternal  misery,  beggary,  and  despair, 
and  for  which  I  might  have  perished  on  the  spot,  had  not  your  kind  and  beneficent  aid  rescued 
me  from  immediate  death.  Your  generosity  will,  I  am  sure,  instigate  you  to  pardon  the 
weakness  of  my  nature ;  I  was  led  on  to  tho  commission  of  a  deed, -the  history  of  which  I  will 
now  inform  you  of. 

'  "At  the  period  I  left  you  in  this  place  the  last  time,  my  mind  was  very  much  oppressed 
with  grief;  my  circumstances  being  very  low,  and  being  greatly  involved  in  debt,  I  endured 
the  severe  pangs  of  remorse  for  my  conduct  with  but  poor  fortitude.  The  money  which  you 
was  so  good  as  to  furnish  me  with  was  barely  sufficient  to  carry  me  to  the  place  of  my  des- 
tination, at  which,  when  I  arrived,  I  passed  my  time  in  the  most  gloomy  and  disheartening 
reflections.  My  creditors  were  numerous,  and  my  means  of  discharging  their  respective 
demandt  but  scanty,  I  could  no  longer  evade  them,  as  they  found  out  the  place  of  my  retrealp 
^*'^  me  irlth  prison  if  1  did  not  f umu^  Wvem  Nt\\.>a  teloti^^  \a  ^\aK^-tt%<^  ^<^  «v««c^ 
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billj.  What  was  I  to  do?  I  had  no  means  by  which  I  eonld  obtain  the  least  poaible  relief; 
I  had  refused  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason  and  the  admoaitions  of  mj  friends,  and  had 
loomed  any  aid  in  the  days  of  prosperity.  My  well-wishers  I  had  neglected,  and  spumed  their 
advice  with  contemptuous  disdain.  Alienated  then  as  I  was  from  their  affections,  and  having 
reftised  to  listen  to  the  maxims  of  their  sincerity,  how  could  I  expect  assistance  from  them  ? 
What  was  I  then  to  do  ?  The  most  violent  emotions  filled  my  breast,  the  most  daring  acta 
fuggested  themselves ;  my  spirits  failed ;  but  were  soon  awakened  to  a  sense  of  greater  despe- 
ration.   You  will  shudder  at  the  recital  which  I  am  going  to  give  ;  but  no  more  to  temporise. 

"  Know,  then,  that  on  the  17th  of  last  month,  when  i  was  walking  put  in  the  forest,  it  being  - 
a  most  beautiful  evening,  and  was  rumlDatlng  on  the  state  of  my  affairs,  and  anticipatiog  with 
horror  the  probable  consequences  that  would  ensue,  I  perceived  at  a  distance  a  chevalier  riding 
upatteoded  on  horseback.  He  was  habited  like  a  knight,  and  a  brilliant  star  reflected  on  his 
left  side,  which  denoted  him  to  be  of  nobility.  The  accursed  deed,  with  fiend^like  spirit, 
rushed  into  my  mind ;  my  soul  was  fired,  my  blood  boiled,  I  was  goaded  on  by  distress,  and  by 
distress  to  desperation.  I  determined  to  murder  and  plunder  him,  but  my  courage  foilea ;  my 
countenance,  which  before  was  marked  with  a  crimson  glow,  was  now  fixed  in  a  death-like 
IMileness.  Yet  no  time  was  to  be  lost ;  it  was  in  vain  to  reason  with  myself  on  the  atrocious- 
ness  of  the  deed.  I  could  not  temporise  ;  my  spirits,  from  a  trae  sense  of  my  situation,  were 
fired  with  more  desperation  than  ever ;  but  again  I  paused ;  my  courage  seemed  to  fail,  and 
again  my  steeled  soul  triumphed.' 

*'  I  advanced  to  the  stranger  with  a  pistol  in  my  hand,  and  resolutely  demanded  his  money. 
He  hesitated  a  moment,  but  there  was  no  alternative  ;  death  would  be  the  fruits  of  his  refusal : 
he  stared  at  me  with  a  look  of  wild  horror,  but  which  was  blended  with  a  strong  expression  of 
pity,  which  cut  my  soul  to  the  quick.  But  i  persisted  in  the  deed,  and  the  stranger,  unarmed, 
was  forced  to  comply  with  my  abominable  demand.  He  gave  me  a  purse  full  of  gold ;  but 
not  content  with  this,  I  demanded  further  booty ;  he  then  gave  me  his  gold  watch  and  his 
pocket-book,  in  which  were  all  the  papers  which  I  mean  to  give  you." 

Duclds's  feelings  were  now  visibly  agitated,  but  conquering  himself  he  proceeded.  *'  After 
the  stranger  had  left  me  1  was  abandoned  to  the  most  violent  emotions  of  grief  and  despair; 
the  spirit  of  justice  assailed  my  conscience,  and  I  was  tortured  by  the  most  gloomy  and  horrid 
reflections ;  the  stings  of  my  conscience  harrowed  up  my  soul,  and  I  burst  out  into  the  following 
exclamation  :  '  Oh,  foul  deed !  Oh,  accursed  spirit  of  vice  !  no|  all  the  powers  of  heaven 
and  earth  can  undo  it !  I  awake  as  if  from  a  dream ;  I  gaze  on  the  horrible  action  with 
remorse  and  agony ;  but  it  is  too  late ;  it  is  done,  and  nothing  but  retributive  justice  can  do 
any  good ;  nay,  even  then  it  would  be  too  late ;  the  nature  of  its  guilt  is  beyond  the  power  of 
art  to  palliate,  or  language  to  defend.  I  feel  its  sting  with  peculiar  sharpness.  What  is 
wealth  and  power  to  the  luxury  of  a  good  conscience  I  What  is  the  origin  of  this  scene  of 
baseness  ?  Can  I  not  trace  it  to  that  evil  propensity  for  gaming  with  which  my  soul  was 
so  fatally  possessed  ?  Oh,  how  happy  was  I  when  the  evil  passions  slept  1  Ah  1  ye  scenes 
of  better  times,  ye  are  all  fled !  for  ever  gone !  never  more  shall  I  see  you  I  At  first  I  only 
imbibed  a  love  for  play ;  I  never  exceeded  the  common  bounds  marked  by  the  etiquette  of 
Paris  :  but  this  soon  led  to  a  higher  nature ;  I  followed  the  spirit  of  the  tables;  I  frequented 
them,  and  by  my  assiduous  attention  to  them  soon  obtained  a  degree  of  popularity,  which 
elevated  my  spirits  to  a  far  warmer  sphere  than  what  they  were  accustomed  to.  I  was  trans- 
ported with  the  seeming  attention  that  was  universally  shown  me,  and  was  soon  allured  by 
the  most  wily  deceit  to  follow  the  spirit  of  the  tables,  which  ultimately  brought  on  a  total  ruin 
of  my  circumstances,  and  reduced  me  from  aflSiuence  to  indigence,  and  fh)m  indigence  to  acts 
of  the  most  criminal  excess.* 

"  This  was  the  sort  of  language  I  used,  my  dear  friend,  when  left  to  myseIC  and  to  my 
miserable  reflectiodi ;  and  it  is  far  easier  for  you  to  imagine  than  me  to  describe  my  feelings 
on  the  iniquitous  deed ;  they  are  indeed  indescribable.  Oh !  that  i  had  perished  on  the  spot  f 
the  world  would  then  have  been  ridden  of  a  reptile — ah  !  of  a  monster— who  has  invaded  the 
sacred  rights  of  nature,  and  has  trampled  on  them  all,  both  civil  and  natural,  moral  and  dtrine. 
Oh !  that  the  executioner  had  been  present  with  the  uplifted  sword  of  justice,  and  had  wreaked 
his  vengeance  on  my  guilty  and  infatuated  head  I  I  should  not  then  have  been  goaded  by 
passion  to  have  committed  so  foul  a  deed— a  deed  at  which  I  not  ovi^  ikgaj^AjgL  ttwsk.  ^^a^ 
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tubBon  in  thk  worid,  but  ite  erentiul  conaeqiieBcefl  in  the  qezt.  A  fiownbig  hmno  and  •& 
aftDging  God  have  been  eyft*wltiie«a  oC  the  whole ;  and  will  they  noi  visit  this  my  bate 
aetioa?  Will  they  not  grant  jwtioe  to  the  individual  whom  I  hnve  eo  basely  hynred  ?  Ah ! 
sot  all  the  repentanoe  and  lorrow  wUoh  mortal  can  me  can  wipe  away  the  Uaek  ttain  1  af 
crime  is  red  as  crimson,  and  is  indelible.  These  are  thy  triumphs^  then  gemns  of  gamiflf ; 
-who,  diadainfaig  to  listen  to  the  veioe  of  ivason,  and  ipnming  the  maxims  of  nature  and  lin- 
eerity,  entailest  inevitable  destraetton,  misery,  and  remorse,  on  the  votaries  of  thy  evil 
propensities.  Thy  inglorions  exploits  will  fieule  away  in  my  presence^  and  leave  me  nothing 
but  the  pangs  and  stings  of  an  agmuziog  eoDseicnce,  the  onaccepted  sAroggle  for  repentance* 

**  You  littlo  know,  my  deaor  friend,  the  misery  which  I  endure;  none  can  form  the  leait 
^noception  of  it  but  these  who  are  foreed  to  endore  it  1  Bat  why  mourn  ?  can  I  charge  k 
4m  anybody  else?  and-  J  may  at  least  ooosole  myself  that  I  have  s«lueed  no  wouable  youth  to 
follow  my  inlquitotu  course. 

**  I  have  now,  my  dear  friend,  informed  you  of  all  whldi  I  first  endsavewed  to  coneeallhiii 
you,  but  which  my  feelings  and  fortitude  would  not  nevertheless  let  me  do ;  and  I  b^eve  I 
have  also  acquainted  you  with  the  state  of  my  mind.  Will  you  pity  me?  Will  yon  look  with 
the  least  eye  of  compassion  on  me  ?  But  can  I  expect  any  ?  I  ought  to  aotidpate  nethiqg 
from  you  but  the  severest  hatred  and  the  most  bitter  censure ;  yet  our  friendship,  which  hii 
withstood  the  severest  trial  and  the  best  test,  will,  I  trust,  instigate  yon  to  point  out  the  beat 
way  to  lead  me  to  holy  repentance,  the  boon  of  pardoning  heaven.  I  will  restore  yon  the 
.whole  of  the  money  la  the  fotal  pnrse^  and  accursed  be  the  gold,  and  the  causes  which  induced 
me  to  obtain  it !" 

Do  Gemier  was  much  affected  at  the  mjiterious  conversation  and  affeetiog  redtal  of 
Monsieur  Duel6s,  and  felt  the  meet  heartfelt  satlsfaetion  in  perceiving  that  the  holy  torch  of 
religion  was  lighting  the  flame  of  repentanoe  to  restore  his  wounded  spirits,  and  appease  hb 
Blind.  **  It  is  not  yet  too  late,**  thought  De  Gemier,  **  as  he  is  yet  susceptible  of  the  impfesiioii 
of  virtue,  though  the  images  of  vice  had  nearly  effaced  them.  In  his  earlier  days  there  was 
■a  strong  conflict  which  should  conquer,  virtue  or  vice ;  but  vice  was  triumphant,  and  brought 
nil  its  fiery  legions  home  to  him.** 

De  Gemier  gave  Dodds  all  the  tender  advioe  which  he  was  capable  of  afibrding  him,  and 
added,  that  there  was  yet  time  for  repentance,  for  heaven  is  always  ready  to  receive  and  bless 
the  transgressor  against  divine  laws ;  and  it  was  the  fatal  quickness  of  sensibility,  and  the 
delicate  sense  of  the  situation  which  the  unhappy  man  was  in,  that  urged  him  to  the  violent 
purposes  which  he  finally  judged  expedient  to  recruit  his  finances. 
"''You  may  yet  obtain  repentance,  and  wipe  away  the  stain  of  your  guilt,"  said  De  Gemier. 

"  You  are  by  far  too  good,  my  dear  friend,*'  resumed  Duclds ,-  '*  this  is  more  than  I  deserve, 
nnd  happy  am  I  that  yon  at  least  pity  me,  and  deserving  as  I  justly  am  of  shame  and  hatred^ 
yon  do  not  look  down  on  me  with  such  sternness  as  you  ought  to  do — on  the  robber  who  is 
now  in  your  presence.  I  trust  a  sineero  contrition  for  the  past  may  in  some  measure  efface 
Its  guilt.  I  am  now  induced  to  believe  that  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth  is  ready  and  wiJIuig 
to  hear  my  fervent  prayers,  which  will  flow  from  the  impassioned  strain  of  holy  contrition. 

**  In  retracing  the  scenes  of  my  life^  my  soul  is  appalled  at  the  dreadfol  excesses  which  I 
have  been  guilty  of.  How  deceitfol  is  vice  I  how  deluded  the  sinner !  How  enticing  is  the 
first  temptation  to.  resist,  which  engages  all  our  strength  and  fortitude.  Alas  I  mine  has  been 
weak,  and  but  ill  calculated  to  resist  the  wily  deceit  of  the  individuals  in  whose  society  I  have 
mingled,  whose  principles  I  have  adopted,  and  by  which  I  have  been  fotally  deceived— ah ! 
eternally  ruined  How  fescinatiog,  how  alluring  is  the  dawn  of  gaming  1  it  opens  as  the  rising 
sun  of  a  beautiful  day,  and  gradually  gains  strength  in  our  mind  till  it  arrives  at  its  mertdian 
power,  then  sets  to  our  shame  and  discredit.  Ruin  and  poverty  attend  it,  till  the  mind  is 
lowered  in  its  own  esteem,  despised  and  neglected  by  all,  and  even  by  th<Se  who  were  the  first 
to  profess  the  most  reolous  and  faithful  vows  of  sineeriry. 

**  This  gives  us  manifold  cKscasion  to  bewail  the  frailty  of  man,  and  to  lament  the  fleeth^ 
hours  of  friendship ;  and  even  when  those  hours  are  dedicated  to  the  shrine  of  its  god,  bmr 
often  are  they  dictated  by  self-interest,  the  grand  and  the  ruling  principle  of  Our  nature ! 

"  Were  I  at  this  moment  to  ask  any  of  my  former  companions,  who  once  styled  themsehtt 
Jojr  Mmdt,  for  way  assistanoe,  would  they  ^ve  \t  mie'^    ^o\  \:h«^  ^noSd  not  even  look  en  «• 
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with  an  wy  of  oompasnon  s  but  would  let  the  foUowinj;  euggestioo  arite  in  my  mind :— <  Do  I 
deienre  the  leart  pity  ?    Caa  I  expect  any  from  lay  unexampled  baieaeM  ?' 

*<  But  yoQ,  my  dear  De  Qernler,  whoie  mind  ia  fraught  with  all  the  genaroui  aensibility  of 
manly  capacity,  will,  I  am  sure,  feel  the  weight  of  my  feeJingi,  and  endeavour  to  alleviate  their 
burthen,  and  mitlgato  thefr  aerrowB.  How  heavil j  do  they  oppress  me,  and  how  ill  calculated 
am  I  to  support  their  pressure  1  But  why  repine?  have  I  not  brought  it  all  on  by  my  own 
vices  and  pertinacieas  absurdity,  In  disdaining  to  listen  to  the  friendly  admonitions  of  those 
who  httd  my  Ihtnre  weifiure  at  heart?  Ah  I  welfiure  indeed  I  would  to  God  that  I  had  followed 
thefr  advice  Y* 

'*  Cease  to  add  fredi  affliction  to  your  harassed  mind,  my  dear  friend,*'  resumed  De  Geiw 
nier ;  **the  deed  is  done,  and  the  repentance  which  you  have  so  nobly  diseovered  will  wipe 
away  the  stain  of  iu  guilt.  The  trial  of  your  atrength  of  mind  has  been  put  to  the  test,  and 
It  is  found  that  your  powers  are  not  strong  enough  to  resist  the  force  of  worldly  passions,  and 
withstand  the  temptation  of  sensible  objects.  You  are  sorry  for  your  weakness,  and  oordlally . 
admit  it  as  a  matter  of  the  deepest  regret  that  yoiu:  fortitude  has  not  been  strong  enough  to 
conquer  the  vices  inhersnt  in  «a  by  natsiraL  1  will  no  langer  intnido  on  your  time  with  thif 
sad  topic,  but  requtMf  that  yeu  wiH  lay  before  me  the  papers  you  m^taoDed ;  should  they 
prove  any  part  of  the  property  of  my  family,  I  shall  make  the  proper  use  of  them  \  but,  should 
they  prove  the  eoatrary,  1  will  return  them  to  you,  and  think  that  in  that  case  you  had  better 
keep  them  under  lock  and  key  till  you  may  have  some  opportunity  of  returning  them  to  th« 
individuals  of  whom  you  got  them,  and  thus  ease  your  mind  of  a  material  portion  of  itssolfoi* 
tude,  pain,  and  remorse.  But  I  cannot  im^ne  in  what  manner  the  papers  oan  possibly  aflbet 
the  interest  of  my  family.** 

'*  I  beg  you  wiU  pardon  me,  my  dear  friend,  iC  in  my  hurry  of  writing,  I  said  that  they 
belonged  tb  any  part  of  your  family ;  I  meant  the  Count  de  Gras,  with  whom  you  appeared 
very  intimate,  and  who  was  so  good  as  to  ask  you  to  his  house.  If  not  for  his  sake,  for  hit 
beauteous  and  amiable  daughter  Mademoiselle  Leonora  de  Gras  **— a  sigh  escaped  him  as  he 
uttered  these  words—**  for  I  clearly  perceived  the  affectionate  partiality  and  vfrtuous  esteem 
which  she  bore  for  yoor  virtues,  when  1  first  had  the  infinite  pleasure  (ah  !  say  mixed  with 
pain)  of  first  meeting  her  with  you  at  the  much  esteemed  Countess  de  Simtd's  chateau.  I  was 
forcibly  struck  with  her  loveliness,  and  was  enchanted  with  her  amiairie  and  foscinating  manner* 
But  no  more  to  draw  your  attention  from  the  topic  I  sent  to  you  about,  however  painful  it  is^ 
I  repeat  to  you  the  error  I  made  with  regard  to  my  mentioning  that  the  papers  which  I  hav9 
now  in  my  possession  belong  to  any  part  of  your  family  or  yourself!  The  name  of  Gras  in 
frequently  inserted  in  them ;  and  as  I  have  only  glanced,  over  them.  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  they  are  some  title-deeds  belongiag  to  the  count,  and  for  which  (should  it  prove 
to  be  the  case)  I  make  no  doubt  he  is  in  great  trouble  at  losing  them.*' 

Here  De  Gemier  became  so  much  exhausted,  and  his  spirits  so  much  agitate  dt  that  he 
funted  away  in  the  arms  of  his  friend.  Conviotion  of  the  truth  carried  with  it  all  its  energy* 
"When  he  recovered  he  fell  into  the  deepest  melancholy,  and  his  coubtenance  was  sallow  and 
pale.  He  continued  in  this  state  for  many  hours;  but  reviving  nature  recalled  his  senses  to  a 
consciousness  of  the  cfroumstanoes  now  b^ore  him ;  he  looged  to  tear  open  the  papers,  and  see 
if  they  were  the  long-lost  treasure  of  the  count ;  a  treasure  which,  inestimable  as  it  was  to  hia 
noble  friend,  would  also  be  the  means  of  being  the  consummation  of  that  happiness  which  he 
had  long  fondly  anticipated,  but  which  was  nevertheless  not  realized. 

.The  idea  that  the  individual  his  friend  had  plundered  was  the  marquis  immediately  sug. 
gestcd  itself,  and  a  few  moments*  oool  reflection  but  too  truly  confirmed  it  to  be  the  case. 

As  far  as  the  ultimate  consequences  of  Ducl6s's  crime  tended  to  benefit  the  commuoity  at 
large,  and  thus  do  an  act  of  infinite  satisfaction  to  De  Gemier  in  its  eventual  consequences, 
it  might  certainly  be  gratifying  to  the  wretched  Dudds  to  reflect,  that  though  the  growing 
exigencies  of  his  finances  had  forced  him  to  commit  the  most  flagrant  act  of  iniquity,  he  had 
nevertheless  restored  the  long-lost  property  to  the  Count  de  Gras ;  for  the  papers  which  he 
was  going  to  present  to  De  Geroier  were  the  title-deeds  belonging  to  the  Gras  estate. 

Monsieur  Ducl6s  was  very  much  astonished  at  the  violent  emotions  which  his  friend 
betrayed  on  his  informing  htm  of  the  facts.  No  wonder  that  they  operated  so  forcibly  on  De 
Gemier*s  mind,  for  at  the  verv  tbne  he  was  disclosiog  the  moat  hnportant  mattei^  ah  I  reveaU 
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ing  Um  hiitory  of  his  birth,  to  the  count,  be  was  called  awaj  to  visit  bit  friend.     Noir  them 
papers  were  all  he  wanted  to  stamp  the  final  conclusion,  and  adj«t  the  matters  which  h«  . 
was  going  to  suggest  to  the  count  for  htm  to  adopt»  and  were  the  very  writings  which  would 
restore  ease,  comfort,  and  prosperity  to  the  family. 

The  poor  count,  who  had  liitherto  been  an  alien  to  domestic  comfort,  who  had  been  ekDed 
from  liis  chateau,  and  was  wandering  in  the  wikis  of  solitude,  woold  now  be  carried  to  thft 
scenes  of  his  former  grai^ur,  where,  blessed  with  the  luxury  of  a  good  conscience,  and  the 
consciousness  of  having  firmly  adhered  through  lifo  to  the  most  upright  principles  and 
inflexible  integrity,  would  now  receive  the  precious  meed  of  reward  for  his  past  troubles  >  hit 
former  scenes  of  life  would  return,  perhaps  not  so  gay  at  before,  but  hit  Itappineat  would  be 
more  lasting,  his  enjoyments  more  sober,  and  his  virtue  unshaken. 

De  Gemier*s  spirits  being  now  more  revived,  DucIAs  produced  the  papers,  whidi  he 
found,  to  his  utmost  satisfaction,  to  be  the  deeds  belonging  to  the  Count  de  Gras ;  •mnwyt 
which  were  many  old  manuscripts  of  the  Marquis  de  St  Puffet,  wliieh  would  at  ooee  be  suA» 
dent  to  expose  his  baseness,  and  defeat  the  ends  of  hit  uigutttfiable  clafans,  which,  from  the 
testimony  De  Gemier  was  now  enabled  to  produce,' would  eftctuaOy  do  it. 

It  aiTorded  our  hero  infinite  satlsfoctloQ  that  he  could  thus  be  of  such  material  service  lo  the 
count ;  services  which  would  nevertheless  be  richly  rewarded  with  the  happiness  which  he 
had  long  antidpated,  and  which  at  the  same  time  be  so  justly  merited.  When  he  reflected 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  writings  were  lost,  and  the  daring  manner  in  which  they  were 
recovered,  he  was  amazed ;  and  it  appeared  no  other  than  an  act  of  Providence  that  the 
monster,  the  Marquis  de  St  Puffet,  should  foil  in  the  way  of  Dudfts,  and  thus  be  the  fatal 
victim  of  his  dreadful  passions. 

De  Gemier  would  now  be  sUe  to  make  the  most  comfortable  coodotion  to  the  count, 
which  would  give  a  finbbing  stroke  to  his  history,  and  thus  ease  the  mind  of  the  count  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  sorrow  which  would  otherwiie  have  attended  the  redtal. 

When  Ducl6s  was  informed  how  extensively  the  writings  would  contribute  to  the  future 
happiness  of  hb  friend,  he  shed  tears  on  the  bosom  of  De  Gemier,  and  sakU  **  Happy  am  I 
that  I  have  at  least  some  satisfaction,  and  that  my  deed,  iniquitous  as  it  is,  has  discovered  a 
spring  of  vice  still  more  deadly  and  pdluted.  Oh !  may  I,  by  a  sincere  repentance  and 
fervent  devotion,  obtain  free  pardon,  and  procure  a  seat  in  those  blessed  realms  of  eternal 
bliss,  where  the  souls  of  the  good  rest  after  their  flight  from  this  vile  and  corruptible  body. 
My  passions  have  been  indulged  to  excess,  and  have  fortunately  been  ultimately  productive 
of  the  most  exquisite  good.  This  gives  us  clear  proof,  that  though  the  vicious  may  tome- 
times  wound  the  peace  of  the  virtuous,  and  triumph  for  a  short  time,  the  day  when  tlie  ditK>* 
lutioo  of  their  power  shall  be  completed  is  at  hand,  and  nothing  but  retributive  justice  stare 
vice  in  the  face,  to  seal  the  etemal  perdition  to  which  they  are  doomed  by  their  dark  deeds.** 
De  Gernier  and  Dudds  being  more  composed,  they  both  took  a  walk,  it  being  a  most 
beautiful,  clear,  and  mild  evening ;  a  refreshing  calmness  was  fixed  in  the  air,  as  the  succesaor 
of  a  sultry  warm  day. 

The  first  topic  of  thdr  conversation  was  on  the  subject  of  De  Gemier^  departure,  which 
he  6xcd  to  take  place  the  next  day ;  and  hinted  his  desire  to  Monsieur  Dudds  of  walking 
as  far  as  Paris  (for  his^riend*s  lodging  was  half  a  league  from  the  capital)  in'wder  to 
procure  a  conveyance  to  the  chateau. 

Dud  OS  appeared  very  much  dejected  that  hb  friend  was  going  to  leave  him  so  toon,  ind 
more  particulariy  at  so  criticd  a  crisis  ;  but  percdviog  the  necesaty  of  the  case,  he  srquiftcfd 
with  the  desire  of  De  Gernier,  and  submitted  without  a  murmur. 

They  now  arrived  at  Paris,  and  De  Gemier  having  called  to  see  aoite  oM  friends*  tooo 
resumed  his  walk  with  Dncl6s. 

The  sun  was  now  on  the  eve  of  sinking  below  the  horixon ;  a  safTron  gfow,  blended  with  a 
roseate  hue,  was  the  unfiriendly  prdode  of  its  dissdution ;  presently  it  was  like  a  ball  of 
fire,  then  gradudly  diminishing  tiU  it  lost  itself  behind  the  boundleas  ra^^e  of  mountaisit 
tinging  their  towering  summits  with  a  golden  hue. 

De  Gemier  was  vastly  pleased  with  the  solemn  beauty  of  the  tcene.  He  tat  hiinadf 
under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  and  hb  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  bonndlest  ttmek  of  fire  which 
marked  the  wetl;  he  iMlnlged  hU  fancy  in  the  contemplation  of  the  toeae  till  Ut 
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gradually  arose  from  terreitrial  things  to  the  coBoeptkm  of  a  Divine  Being,  and  the  awftil  and 
appalling  refleetion  of  eternity. 

**  How  beaatifol — bow  impretsife  ii  this  scene  !**  said  De  GJ^er. 

•<  Lovely  indeed/*  rejoined  Monsieur  Dudus ;  **  but,  I  lament  to  add,  not  in  unison  with 
my  feeliogs ;  would  to  God  that  they  were  as  calm  and  as  composed  as  is  the  lace  of  nature 


n» 


Ducl&s*s  mind  was  greatly  agitated  on  hearing  the  distant  sound  of  music,  which  first  was 
distinctly  heard,  then  seemed  to  die  away  on  the  passing  gale.  It  was  the  nuns  of  the  convent 
of  St  Claire  chanting  the  requiem  for  the  soul  of  a  departed  sister.  "  Periiaps  her  happy 
spirit  is  wailed  to  better  shores,  where  bliss  \m  without  alloy,**  thought  the  miserable  Ducloi. 

The  solemn  stillness  of  nature,  the  languishing  softness  of  the  touching  music,  the  chaste 
grandeur  of  the  silver  orb,  which  hung  her  bright  lamp  in  the  unclouded  concave  above,  eon* 
spired  to  elevate  the  feelings  of  Dudds  to  that  superior  level  of  conception  which  renders 
aJl  the  vexations  and  disappointments  of  this  world  mean  and  trifling,  when  compared  with  the 
glory  and  unmixed  happiness  that  shall  be  experienced  in  the  blessed  regions  ^  eternity. 

They  had  now  a  most  beautKnl  view  of  Faris  and  the  river  Seine,  whose  crystal  mirror 
reflected  the  ivhole  dty,  a  new  heaven,  and  myriads  of  trembling  stars.  Its  glossy  softness  and 
unruffled  calmness  gave  a  peculiar  eflect  to  the  solemnity  of  the  scene  s  whilst  the  white  tower 
of  p — t  was  still  visiblo,  as  the  partial  beams  of  the  moon  reflected  on  its  summit. 

The  blackest  stain  which  the  guilt  of  crimes  can  leave  on  the  human  mind,  was  eff'ected  oa 
that  of  Duclte  at  this  hour  ;  the  idea  of  a  judgment  to  come  rose  forcibly  in  his  mind,  which 
from  principles  of  gaming  was  so  hardened  that  all  ideas  of  religion*  were  nearly  extinguished, 
as  almost  to  encourage  in  his  mind  the  wretched  principles  of  a  non-existence  of  the  Deity,  a 
subject  on  which  his  friend  now  attacked  him,  and  soon  exposed  the  fallacy  of  his  atheistical 
cast,  and  its  wicked  tendency. 

**  In  the  first  place,  my  dear  friend,"  said  De  Gemier,  **  for  what  end  is  the  vast  capacity 
of  the  mind  intended  ?  Is  it  designed  to  be  exerdsed  in  darkness,  and  after  all  to  evaporate 
into  nonentity  ?  Does  not  nature,  the  seasons,  and  the  blessings  which  flow  for  our  support, 
speak  the  existence  of  a  Deity  whom  we  ought  to  adore  and  revere  ?  Let,  my  dear  fellow,  a 
firm  consdousness  of  the  knowledge  of  your  Maker,  and  the  true  prindples  of  religion,  be  the 
guide  of  your  future  actions ;  let  them  be  the  foundation  of  those  prindples  on  which  the  whole 
engine  of  existence  must  turn.  If  they  be  weak  and  unsolid,  how  can  it  work  ?  Disorder 
attends  its  work,  and  inevitable  destruction  follows.  But  why  is  the  world  crowded  with  vain 
and  wicked  men— with  fiMstious  and  ambitious  leaders— with  publishers  of  sedition,  advocatea 
for  dissipation,  and  panders  of  seduction  ?  Why  is  the  dvil  list  crowded  with  malefactors, 
prisons  with  criminals,  or  gibbets  loaded  with  murderers?  Because  they  have  not  made 
religion  the  basis  of  their  prindples.  Religion,  in  its  true  nature  and  real  meaning,  does  not 
instigate  men  to  be  harsh  and  severe ;  nor  does  it  palliate  enthusiasm,  so  as  to  admit  it.  It  ia 
dictated  in  a  mild  and  compassionate  strain,  inspires  the  holy  tenet  of  **  do  unto  others  as  yoa 
would  they  should  do  unto  you;**  like  all  people  as  well  as  yourself;  and  never  think  your 
time  ill  bestowed  in  any  charitable  deed,  or  wasted  in  listening  to  the  simple  annals  of  the  poor, 
and  the  suppliant  pauper.  It  cultivates  a  general  good  amongst  all ;  makes  man  sociable  to 
man ;  reforms  our  wild  and  loose  prindples ;  teaches  us  to  assist  each  other,  and  correct  aa 
much  as  in  us  lies  our  mutual  frailties  and  human  imperfections.  Let  us  always  own  the  infi- 
nite good  of  the  sovereign  disposer  of  all  human  events,  and  never  be  cold  and  remiss  in  our 
prayers  of  thanksgiving  to  him  for  his  multiplied  iflerdes  to  the  sons  of  men  and  in  pouring 
forth  our  most  fervent  thanks  for  the  good  and  the  manifold  blessings  whch  he  has  universally 
scattered  amongst  us.  The  Lord  is  compassiouate  to  all  and  full  of  mercy ;  he  will  not  shut 
his  ears  to  the  petitions  of  the  beggar,  or  desert  the  widow  in  the  period  of  distress.  Let  also 
charity,  my  dear  fellow,  constantly  engage  your  attention ;  what  little  you  can  spare,  let  it  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  that  noble  virtue.  All  men  have  it  in  their  power,  from  the  prince 
to  the  peasant,  of  doing  good  at  certain  seasons,  if  they  will  but  exerdse  the  period  which 
offers  itself  in  a  multiplidty  of  forms.  Why  are  all  our  streets  crowded  with  idle  vagrants? 
Are  we,  because  a  poor  man,  lame,  deserted,  and  fktigued  by  toil,  supplicates  our  aid,  to  turn 
away  from  him  with  disgust,  and  reject  his  petitions  with  contemptuous  disdain  ?  No  !  religioa 
never  implies  that.    The  unpitied  sorrows  of  poverty,  the  furrowed  wrinkkft  «£  «s|^  ^u^^^d^ 
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infinnitiet,  hare  an  ample  claim  on  our  benevolence  and  attention.  It  it  really  ineoneeivable 
the  pleasure  which  tlie  virtuouft  man  experiences  after  having  done  a  good  action ;  the  more 
fao  doe«,  the  more  he  wishes  to  do.  I  well  know,  my  dear  fellow,  thai  your  mind  is  snaeepiible 
of  the  finest  impression  of  virtue ;  but  the  Lathean  torpor  which  your  ill-fated  interooarae 
with  that  vile  Panditmonium  of  reptiles  has  produced,  has  steeped  your  senses  into  a  total 
oblivion  of  the  misery  you  are  eintailing  on  yourself ;  it  has  denied  you  the  power  of  discrimi- 
nation, as  to  the  moral  tendency  of  anything  which  you  have  pursued ;  has  corrupted  yoor 
leniiments,  perverted  your  talents,  and  absorbed  your  mmd.  In  short,  you  have  esohanged 
good  for  bad,  virtue  for  vice ;  and  why  this  miserable  infatuation  ?  Is  this  the  end  of  religioo  ? 
"Were  the  young  minds  of  our  ancestors  nourished  in  vice,  and  fostered  in  iniquity?  If 
wickedness  to  be  our  creed?  Are  we  to  deny  the  existence  of  good  for  that  of  bad? 
bipossible  I  Ah  I  abandoned  generation  I— -ah  !  wretched  depravity  I  Oh  1  had  you  not  been 
aediiced  from  the  path  of  virtue  by  that  d— d  crew  of  gamesters,  who  first  flatterec^  then 
rumed,  and  now  despise  you,  all  would  now  have  been  welL  And  see  you  not  the  oonvictioB 
of  this  truth?  Does  it  not  carry  it  on  its  very  fece?  Oh!  indeed  it  does;  it  is  too  plain, 
open,  and  notorious  to  require  any  arguments  to  strengthen  its  veracity.  How  quiet,  how 
generous,  how  instmctive,  how  pleasing,  how  amiable,  and  how  truly  enviable  are  the  manners 
of  the  really  religious  divine !  With  what  safety  can  we  rely  on  what  he  says !  No  mean  or 
•corrupt  principles  engage  liis  attention ;  no  wrangling  sophistry  or  insidious  duplicity  mark 
his  conduct ;  his  enemies  may  rely  on  his  candour,  inasmuch  as  his  iriends  find  in  him  the 
repository  of  their  confidence,  and  the  guardian  of  all  their  moral  principles.  But  stfll,  anxkrai 
as  I  am  to  impress  on  yoor  mind  the  highest  sense  of  respect  for  Uie  clergy,  I  mast  caution' 
you  against  Uiat  blind  veneration  which  fixes  in  the  same  admiration  their  merits  and  theur 
demerits.  Experience  has  fatally  evinced  to  many,  that  bad  and  good  are  invariably  mixed  ; 
indeed,  were  it  not  so,  emulation  for  virtue  would  cease  to  have  its  wonted  energy.** 

Dud&s  appeared  quite  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  his  friend;  and  his  mind,  which  had 
lately  lived  in  darkness,  nowl)Orst  forth  into  light  ineffable.  MThen  he  began  to  reason  with  him- 
self he  soon  perceived  the  fallacy  of  those  principles  which  had  lately  regulated  his  mind,  and 
the  increased  gnilt  of  those  who  encouraged  him  to  entertain  such  criminal  principles.  The  guilt 
of  his  crime  now  appeared  to  him  in  the  strongest  light,  which  he  viewed  with  fear,  but  whldi 
was  blended  with  iJiose  hopes  of  forgiveness  which  his  friend  had  been  so  anxious  to  instil  into 
his  mind ;  for  the  Lord  is  always  both  willing  and  anxious  to  receive  the  penitent  sinner  with 
open  arms. 

The  shades  of  twilight  were  thickening,  and  it  was  quite  dark  ere  De  Gemier  and  DndAa 
reached  home ;  but  the  rays  of  the  moon  lighted  the  way,  and  induced  them  (added  to  the 
mildness  of  the  night,  and  the  balmy  sweetness  of  the  air)  to  prolong  the  hours  of  their  walk* 

Duclds  appeared,  upon  the  whole,  much  comforted  by  the  conversation,  and  determineiL 
should  his  guilt  be  effaced,  and  existence  continued,  to  follow  those  good  and  just  rules  which 
his  friend  so  assiduously  laid  down  for  his  welfare. 

Man  is  at  all  times  a  most  impotent  being,  and  dependent  on  a  thousand  circumstanoes  for 
the  pleasures  and  zest  of  this  life ;  the  victim  of  habit,  and  the  child  of  custom,  sorrow, 
vanity,  and  vexation;  and  withal  misery  generally  crowns  his  exploits.  Always  murmuring  at 
our  stem  fate,  and  ever  thinking  ourselves  the  most  wretched  of  ell  beings  in  the  creation, 
sometimes  our  spirits  are  buoyed  up  to  a  sense  of  intellectual  happiness,  when  health  and 
prosperity  shine,  when  grandeur  dazzles,  an(]  luxury's  giddy  throng  can  be  assembled  withooft 
pain  or  difficulty ;  when  worldly  affairs  glide  gently  along,  and  nothing  intervenes  to  damp  the 
glow  of  our  heated  imagination,  or  check  the  rising  progpress  of  foncicd  bliss,  we  may  be 
comparatively  happy ;  but,  should  adversity  and  sickness  attend  us,  how  weak  and  helpless 
would  be  our  state,  and  how  factious  and  noisy  should  we  be  in  our  complaints,  without  oneft 
reflecting  on  the  causes  which  brought  on  adversity  1 

Dc  Gernicr's  mind  was  expanded ;  firm,  noble,  and  well  informed,  he  could  meet  misfortune 
unappalled,  and  find  pleasure  in  that  solitude  where  others  would  have  languished  in  obicnritf 
and  perished  in  despair. 

'  They  both  reached  the  place  of  their  destination,  and  De  Gemier  having  materially  com* 

poied  the  mind  of  his  friend,  informed  him  that  he  must  through  necessity  leave  him  the  nest 

toOrnlog,    He  comforted  him  by  tayln^^,  lYial  \a  ^VQL\i  «^>ul  «&  %iUh  the  marquis,  or  at 
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^Mt  ^ff  hS«  m  cpportniiity  of  cmftiiUig  hii  guilL  Doclftf  wm  nther  BMn  eonpoied,  ba% 
the  sense  of  his  giiik  fBade  a  Strang  imprassioa  oa  his  feeUoc*;  tb«  moaitor  withm  wo«ld  nofc 
let  him  sleep  in  peace,  but  forced  his  eonscienca  to  do  penance.  He  wss  most  folly  aware  of 
the  enormity  of  the  eiime^  and  determiaed  at  first  to  give  himself  up»  together  with  the  paperi^ 
to  the  court  of  justice ;  bat  the  singular  manner  in  which  the  title-deeds  affected  the  interest 
of  De  Gemier's  firiends  instigated  him  to  give  them  to  his  friend,  in  hopes  of  beoofiting  the 
fiunily,  and  also  making  the  acknowledgment  of  that  crime  which  he  was  so  anxious  to  do^ 

Duclds,  now  perfectly  resigned  to  the  intended  departure  of  his  friend,  appeared  nudi 
ntiafied  with  having  confessed  his  crfano,  and  given  up  the  papers  to  De  Gamier,  aad  resolved 
fn  the  remahiing  part  of  his  existence  to  pass  his  time  in  prayer,  in  hopes  of  wiping  away  Urn 
black  hue  of  his  guilt,  and  obtaining  salvation  in  the  world  to  come. 

The  advice  of  his  friend  was  ever  present  in  his  thoughts,  and  be  resolved  to  follow  its 
dictates  with  fidelity,  and  obtain  comfort  at  least  by  leading  a  good  lifo»  from  esperience  of  a 
bed  one,  and  also  by  frdfilliog  the  requesU  of  the  most  inviolable  siaceiity. 


CHAPTER    VHL 


•' And  aow  tlw  oriMt  slLv 
Glowed  with  tho  niddjF  aMMraing.**— Maboc 

Db  GsBNua  havhig  effected  ell  which  art  could  suggest,  or  iegeanity  afford,  to  soothe  the 
dreopieg  spirits  of  Monsieur  DuclAs,  took  his  departure  early  the  ensuing  mornings  which 
gave  heartfelt  sorrow  and  increased  anguish  to  the  feelings  of  his  unfortunate  friend.  That 
friend,  the  only  friend  in  whom  he  could  repose  the  secrets  of  his  heart,  wes  now  going  to  leave 
hfan  to  himself  and  to  his  painful  reflections,  replete  with  sgonizing  remorse  and  pitiless  despair*. 

De  Gemier  now  set  forth  on  his  eventAil  journey. 

His  heart  was  full  of  joy  in  the  inexpressible  satisfeotlon  he  shoukl  experience  in  delivering 
up  the  papers  to  the  venerable  count ;  yet,  should  he  interrogate  him  on  the  manner  by  which 
he  became  possessed  of  them,  the  miserable  and  unfortunate  reply  which  by  honour  he  would 
be  forced  to  give,  would  materially  damp  the  glow  of  joy,  and  efface  its  expression  from  the 
united  looks  of  Leonora  and  her  father. 

The  poor  count  would  feel  deeply  and  sensibly  for  the  miserable  Ducl6s ;  he  would  pardon 
the  weakness  of  his  nature,  and  pity  at  the  same  time  the  frital  error  of  youthful  passiona 
heated  by  distress* 

Yet,  to  insure  unbounded  treasure  on  both  sides,  De  Gemier  was  contriving  some  scheme 
by  which  he  might  conceal  from  the  count  the  miserable  depravity  of  his  friend ;  but  his  in- 
genuity was  insufficient  to  invent  a  story  plausible  enough  to  blind  the  judgment  of  maturer 
years ;  he  wished  to  lay  before  him  the  whole  of  the  facts,  and  his  delicate  sense  of  honour 
prompted  him  to  disdain  the  idea  of  concealing  any  portion  of  the  circumstances  from  his 
worthy  host ;  for  he  must  certainly,  if  not  now«  thought  De  Gemier,  sooner  or  later,  be 
informed  of  all ;  and  why,  then,  for  a  short  period  of  ignorance  increase  the  horrible  suspense, 
and  add  fresh  misery  to  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  ?  No ;  he  was  determined  to  lay  before 
the  count  the  whole  detail  of  the  facts,  but  would  nevertheless  take  especial  care  to  soften  the 
rigour  of  that  judgment  which  the  worthy  man  would  necessarily  make ;  for  how  could  he  ' 
pardon  weakness  which  was  foreign  to  his  mind?  No;  but  his  dignified  firmness  would  insti- 
gate  him  to  bewail  the  errors  of  youth,  and  teach  him  to  give  those  valuable  troths  which  were 
ever  the  first  in  his  mind ;  for«  thought  he,  the  count  has  been  ever  anxious  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  all,  that  the  gay  images  which  youthful  imagination  forms  of  mankind,  and  the 
flattering  light  in  which  it  pourtrays  them»  when  the  mark  of  delusion  is  unveiled^  experience 
awfully  evinces  that  rectitude  is  inseparable  from  virtue,  and  alone  guides  us  to  the  temple 
of  bliss. 

In  his  solitude  he  often  seflected  oo  the  gay  soenes  of  the  world,  its  palled  pleasures^ 
tasteless  enjoyments,  and  unsatisfactory  delights ;  but  withal  he  pitied,  rather  than  rebuked 
mankind.  He  was  always  willing,  as  fAr  as  his  abilities  enabled  him,  to  enlighten  the  benighted 
mind,  and  to  impress  on  it  the  pure  principles  of  religion,  and  to  encourage  the  pleasures  of 
domestic  amusements.  He  was  a  friend  of  solitude,  and  spumed  the  crowded  inlercourse  of 
IShi  he  liked  a  religious  sechision,  with  a  few  choice  friends  on  wboee  VoAnigieai^Viiii^^  ^ai^ 
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auneerity  he  might  rely ;  where  he  could  form  the  most  uoprcjadiced  portraits  of  mankind*  tuf 
unfold  the  iDtricadet  of  nature  with  an  intuitive  clearness  and  commendable  rapidity. 

It  was  now  drawing  on  to  dusk  ere  the  hero  reached  the  village  of  MauTille ;  the  aober 
grey  was  rapidly  deepening  its  shodows,  and  the  lurid  sky  was  tinged  with  a  sulphureous  hoe, 
the  awful  prelude  of  the  approaching  storm. 

The  portentous  appearance  of  the  heavens  alarmed  De  Gemicr,  as  he  had  to  cross  a  forest 
about  three  leagues  from  the  cottage  of  the  Count  de  Oras. 

Distant  thunder  was  heard,  and  was  reverberated  by  the  mountains.  It  now  rolled  in 
distant  peals  on  the  heavy  air ;  the  big  clouds  moved  heavily  along,  till  at  length  they 
discharged  themselves  in  rain,  which  pelted  down  in  torrents ;  the  wind  sighed  moumfoBy, 
vivid  flashes  of  lightning  illumed  the  black  recesses  of  the  mountains,  whilst  long  and 
rumbling  peals  of  thunder  served  only  to  increase  the  horror  of  the  scene. 

Our  hero  was  now  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  and  while  he  shivered  In  the  blast,  be 
thought  he  heard  the  distant  cry  of  a  female  in  distress.  Now  he  imagined  he  beard  it 
plainer,  then  it  seemed  to  die  away  in  the  air. 

The  storm  still  continued,  the  forked  lightning  discovered  the  pathless  sods  of  the  bye- 
roads,  and  the  awful  thunder  seemed  the  watch-word  of  death  to  all  around. 

De  Gcrnier  was  greatly  alarmed,  for  never  did  he  witness  so  dreadful  a  tempest ;  but 
his  feelings  were  soon  appeased,  for  the  battling  elements  ceased  to  wage  war,  and  their  fiiry 
no  longer  raged  uncontrolled.  The  dark  and  desolate  scene  appeared  still  more  awful ;  a 
scathed  larch,  and  a  blasted  oak,  which  had  borne  many  a  winter's  heavy  siege,  laid  their 
naked  branches  prostrate  on  the  ground ;  and  the  umbrageous  beech,  which  had  long 
flourished  as  the  lord  of  the  forest,  laid  low  its  crested  pride. 

A  solemn  calm  succeeded,  which  was  terrific  in  darkness,  and  heightened  the  fears  of  De 
Gernier,  lest  he  should  lose  his  way,  as  he  was  not  accustomed  to  travel  that  road. 

But,  fortunately  for  him,  the  clouds  disappeared,  and  the  moon  ascended  the  horizon  in 
full  brilliancv. 

Not  the  slightest  vestige  of  humanity  could  be  traced  in  the  wilds  of  this  lonely  forest'; 
every  species  of  mankind  and  cultivation  slept  in  the  dust ;  not  a  soul  appeared  for  miles ;  the 
country  around  seemed  uninhabited,  which,  owing  to  the  wars  and  to  the  want  of  population, 
caused  this  dreary  aspect. 

De  Gcrnier  proceeded  on  with  hopeless  grief,  and  pursued  his  weary  toil  till  impatience 
yielded  to  fear ;  and  he  was  going  to  sink  under  the  fatigue,  disappointment,  and  distress  which 
he  experienced,  when  a  faint  glimmering  light  re-animated  his  spirits,  and  brightened  up  his 
countenance  with  joy. 

He  pursued  the  light,  passing  over  with  heedless  unconcern  the  waving  blackness  of  the 
forest,  the  mournful  sighings  of  the  wind,  and  the  dreadful  bowlings  of  the  wild  beasts. 

He  kept  on  till  he  at  length  arrived  at  the  house  from  whence  the  light  issued,  and  it 
proved  to  be  the  inn  of  the  village,  which  was  about  half  a  league  from  the  cottage  of  the 
Count  dc  Gras. 

Bein^  once  more  in  the  high  road,  he  forgot  the  horrors  of  the  forest,  and  pursued  his 
^  journey  with  a  lighter  heart ;  and  his  spirits  alternately  were  revived  by  the  transporting 
anticipation  that  he  was  so  near  the  tender  object  of  his  solicitude,  and  hurried  on  by  the  most 
enthusiastic  delights  that  he  was  the  messenger  of  such  good  tidings  to  the  venerable  count. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  came  in  sight  of  the  white  gate,  which  a  gleam  of  the  moonbeams 
plainly  discovered.     He  was  soon  at  the  door. 

He  heard  the  church  clock  beat  the  midnight  hour ;  he  rung  the  bell,  but  nobody  answered 
it ;  he  rung  it  still  louder,  which  made  noise  enough  to  awaken  the  spirits  of  the  dead. 

At  length  poor  old  Peter,  half  dead  with  fear,  his  night-cap  on  his  head,  his  body  enveloped 
in  an  old  flannel  gown,  a  glimmering  taper  in  his  hand,  and  his  countenance  white  with  amaze- 
ment, trembling  from  head  to  foot,  slowly  advanced  to  answer  the  untimely  summons.  Having 
'  unbolted  the  door,  his  astonishment  was  agreeably  abated  in  finding  that  the  stranger  who 
intruded  on  them  in  the  dead  of  the  night  was  Monsieur  de  Gcrnier. 

"  Ah  !  is  it  yon,  your  honour?"  said  the  faithful  domestic  "  I  beg  your  pardon  for  not 
eommg  before,  but  it  was  my  master's  orders  not  to  let  anybody  in  the  cottage  except  you 
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*•  Hit  abwnoe  r  exdaimed  De  Gender,  petrified  with  aftonlthment ;  ''  why,  where  it  ht 
gone?'* 

*«  He  is  gone,  your  bonoar,  to  Tiiit  hit  old  family  mantioo,  the  Marquit  de  Saint  Puffet,  tht 
present  possessor  of  it,  being  in  P^s,  and  not  expected  home  for  these  two  months." 

*<  Ah !  too  good !  too  tentible  man !  he  little  itnowi  that  what  he  it  gone  to  teo  will  be  io  a 
ahort  time  replaced  in  his  hands  t  And  the  Marquis  de  Saint  Puflet  gone  to  Paris !— and  tor 
two  months  1— this  is  strange  indeed.     Ah  f  Dudds,  your  fate  it  hard." 

**  What  is  that,  my  lord  ?'*  replied  Peter. 

**  Have  peace,  my  good  fdlow,**  resumed  De  Gemier ;  **  and,  no  longer  to  detain  you,  go  to 
bed  again,  and  never  mind  me,  for  I  can  easily  find  my  own  room,  and  I  will  set  out  the  next 
morning  for  the  family  mansion." 

"  But  won't  you  have  anything,  your  honour,  after  your  long  ride  ?**  rejohied  Peter.  "  Yon 
had  better  take  something  before  you  go  to  bed ;  it  might  remove  any  cold  which  you  might 
possibly  catch,  as  I  presume  your  honour  was  out  in  all  the  heavy  tempest,  which  greatly 
alarmed  us  a  few  hours  ago." 

•*  I  will  take  nothing,  I  thank  you,  Peter,"  replied  De  Gcrnier;  *'and  I  make  no  doubt 
that  I  shall  rise  in  the  morning  without  perceiving  any  ill  effects  from  my  journey." 

When  De  Gemier  got  into  bed,  the  state  of  his  mind  was  very  fluctuating,  as  his  ideal 
alternately  rolled  on  the  subject  of  the  countt  departure  from  the  cottage,  to  visit  the  iamily 
mansion. 

He  wished  to  go  himself,  but  his  ignorance  of  the  situation  of  the  place,  and  hb  fears  oC 
atking  anybody  concerning  it,  lett  by  so  doing  he  should  betray  any  of  the  circumttances  of 
the  title-deeds  belonging  to  the  estate,  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  making  any  inquiries  con* 
ceming  the  situation  \  but  he  was  cheered  by  the  hope,  that,  added  to  the  knowledge  which 
old  Peter  had  of  it,  and  the  inquiries  he  could  make,  he  should  be  soon  able  to  trace  with 
safety,  and  with  little  difficulty,  the  route  which  the  count  took. 

His  mind  being  more  composed,  it  once  more  slumbered  into  rest,  and  gave  tiim  a  kind 
though  temporary  relief  to  all  his  troubles  and  his  toils. 

He  arose  early  the  next  morning,  and  the  dawn  of  day  softened  the  romantic  beauty  of  the 
cottage. 

Far  to  the  east  appeared  the  rising  orb,  ttrugglhkg  for  life  amidst  a  host  of  fleecy  cloodt 
that  shaded  the  horizon,  which  now  began  to  blush,  then  to  redden,  and  the  glorious  sun 
emerged  from  darkness  in  all  the  splendour  of  the  east.  The  summits  of  the  distant  momu 
tains,  which  were  fringed  with  willow  and  ash,  were  shaded  with  a  reteate  hue. 

He  contemplated  the  surrounding  scenery  with  all  the  energy  of  rapturous  ecstacy. 

De  Gernier,  who  was  a  friend  to  the  wild  beauties  of  nature,  took  infinite  satisfaction  in  the 
view  of  a  morning's  dawn. 

He  seated  himself  on  a  bank,  where  the  distant  rambling  of  a  limpid  stream,  which  stole 
along  the  valley  below,  lulled  his  senses  into  that  placid  kind  of  melancholy  which  softens  the 
ruder  passions  of  our  nature,  mellows  the  afflictions  of  this  life,  and  breathes  a  hallowed  influ- 
ence on  all  around. 

He  perceived  at  a  distance  the  bower  made  by  the  hands  of  Leonora,  to  which  he  alto 
atsisted.  He  reflected  on  the  many  pleasant  hourt  which  he  had  patted  with  her  under  its 
shade,  and  regretted  that  itt  dear  mittress  was  so  far  away  from  him. 

None  but  those  who  really  feel  them  can  tell  the  anxious  moments  of  love,  when  its  object 
is  estranged  from  us,  and  its  accompanying  hesitative  uncertainty.  The  possibility  that  the 
affection  of  Leonora  might  be  diminished,  and  that  some  rival  might  start  up,  at  once  to  wound 
his  feelings  and  torture  his  love,  presented  itself  to  his  perturbed  imagination ;  but  the  sacred 
charm  of  his  passion  softly  chided  him  for  indulging  so  dishonourable  an  idea.  The  eternal 
fidelity  which  Leonora  so  often  plighted  to  his  unalterable  affection,  the  tones  of  her  voice  when 
she  bade  him  farewell,  thctears  she  shed  when  he  pressed  her  hand  to  his  lips,  were  too  noto- 
rious, and  spoke  a  language  which  could  not  be  mistaken. 

Leonora's  mind  was  above  the  worthless  practices  of  Insidions  deceit ;  she  respected  the 
honour  of  that  love  which  she  l>ore  to  De  Gemier  too  much  to  barter  it  away,  or  to  place  her 
aflbctions  on  him  whose  merits,  if  tried,  conid  not  bear  the  tett  which  thoeia  ^  Vnt  V^^«e%i&lii. 
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**  The  Marqmt  d$  Si  Fuffd  to  MmitmuMk  AgneM. 

"  Moit  adorable  fair  onet— 

**  Pardon  thif  presumption  for  intruding  on  your  time,  and  wasting  it  in  reading  the  lines  ef 
hhn  who  is  forced  to  make  an  ample  confession  of  those  feelings  which  he  wants  power  ta 
control.  From  my  first  sight  of  your  beauty  and  singularly  interesting  manners^  I  waf 
forcibly  struck,  astonished,  and  enchanted,  and  I  resolved  from  that  hoar  to  acquaint  y«Ni 
with  the  state  of  my  mmd.  If  you  can  feel  any  sympathy  for  my  distress,  and.  as  beauty 
was  never  without  humanity,  have  pity  on  me  and  attend  to  my  suggestion.  I  have  bribed 
Carlo,  the  gardener ;  he  wfll  open  the  gates  of  the  convent  for  you,  and  in  a  few  minutes  yea 
wHl  be  clasped  in  the  arms  of  your  sacredly  devoted  lover,  and  borne  away  hi  triumph  te 
happier  mansions,  where,  secured  from  envy  and  malevolence,  yon  shall  taste  all  the  nnmized 
happiness  which  can  Issue  from  the  aiTection  of  him  who  adores  and  loves  yon  to  madnesat 
Send  me  a  reply  by  Carlo,  and  whilst  buoyed  up  by  hopes  and  fears,  and  in  the  anzioiif 
moments  of  hesitative  uncertainty,  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself, 

•*  Your  eternally  devoted  lover, 

•* L.  B.  De  St  Pcffw* 

This  letter  was  delivered  to  the  gardener,  who  took  the  first  opportunity  of  giving  it  to 
Agnes. 

At  first  she  would  not  receive  it,  but  eager  curiosity  soon  triumphed  over  the  delicacy  of 
modesty ;  her  countenance  all  the  evening  was  changed,  sometimes  red  as  fire,  and  then  osle 
as  death. 

The  abbess  eagerly  inquire/^  why  her  countenance  looked  so  altered,  which  question  she 
evaded  as  much  as  she  could. 

Her  changed  looks  could  not  be  concealed  from  the  deep  penetratiog  eyes  of  the  mother 
abbess,  who,  having  known  life  in  other  forms  than  that  of  the  station  that  she  now  occupied 
soon  discovered  that  the  pallid  countenance  of  Agnes  did  not  arise  from  indisposition,  but  firom 
some  other  source,  the  spriug  of  which  she  endeavoured  vainly  to  trace. 

Agnes  was  in  terrible  anxiety  aboat  the  epistle  which  the  marquis  sent  her. 

The  abbess  asked  her  many  questions,  in  a  manner  which  she  had  not  been  used  to,  which 
consequently  greatly  hurt  and  alarmed  Agnes  ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  superior  to  watch 
over  the  happiness,  and  guard  the  child  committed  to  her  care  from  the  snares  of  seductioOf 
and  the  thoughts  of  the  splendidly  miserable  world. 

Agnes  was  most  impatient  to  read  the  billet,  but  was  forced  to  subdue  her  eager  cariosity  ; 
for  circumstances  so  placed  her,  that  she  had  no  convlnient  opportunity  of  indulging  the  gra- 
tification of  her  desire  till  she  retired  to  bed. 

Agnes  had  during  her  confinement  ever  complained  of  its  languor  and  ennui,  and  wished  to 
steal  from  the  dull  and  tasteless  monotony  of  the  convent,  to  mix  in  the  gay  intercourse  of  life. 
She  had  pourtrayed  their  pleasures  in  the  most  flattering  images,  which  were  not  perhaps  the 
less  glowing  and  happy  because  they  were  imaginary,  and  the  less  lasting  because  they  were 
ideal  -,  but  soon  would  experience  teach  her  to  correct  the  extravagant  picture  which  her 
juvenile  fancy  had  fonncd  of  life. 

The  sacred  pleasures,  the  dignified  elevation,  and  the  fervent  devotion  of  the  ck>ister  were 
to  her  painful  and  unsatisfactory;  she  could  see  nothing  but  misery  in  its  simple  pleasures,  and 
nothing  but  vanity  and  vexation  in  all  its  monotonous  routine.  The  dull  chiming  for  vespers 
was  most  grating  to  her  feelings ;  she  had  long  wished  to  steal  away  from  the  convent,  and  the 
present  was  a  most  inviting  opportunity ;  but  when  the  time  arrived  when  she  could  put  into 
play  what  she  long  ardently  wishedt  her  mind  shuddered  at  the  ioiqnity  of  the  action. 

Agnes  now  retired  to  bed.  On  breaking  open  the  seal,  and  reading  the  contents  of  the 
epistle,  which  were  little  less  than  what  she  expected  upon  the  whole,  she  wept  tears  over  Its 
contents,  and  resolved  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  lady  abbess,  as  the  most  effectual  manner  to 
preserve  her  chastity  unblemished,  her  honour  untainted,  and  her  conscience  unspotted.  But 
the  idea  of  bringing  that  man  into  trouble,  who  appeared  externally  to  pay  her  suoh  attention, 
made  her  desist,  and  forced  her  to  relinquish  those  ideas,  which  she  at  first  determined  to  put 
into  action ;  but  she  deUrmined  at  all  events  to  write  to  him,  lamenting  her  inoapabitity  of 
telag  ieasJbh  of  the  honour  and  singular  aUenlUtn  whkh  the  marq|Qus  showed  her  »  end.  to 
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cxprett  to  him  In  dear  terms  her  titter  nnwflUiigBett  to  fellow  any  of  Uf  plant,  or  to  comply 
fai  the  least  with  any  of  his  unseasonable  and  nntimdy  requests. 

Poor  AgnesTs  mind  was  in  the  most  pHfaMe  state  Imagfaiable ;  for  that  wMoh  she  Had  Ion; 
anxiously  antidpated  might  now  be  exerdsed,  and  whidi,  having  a  great  superiority  otrer  bisr 
juvenile  feelings,  taught  her  almost  fai  sotee  degree  to  acqniesoe  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
marquis.  But  modesty,  the  most  delicate  modesty,  shuddered  at  the  idea  of  quitting  the 
abbess,  to  jofai  herself  with  a  man  who  was  an  utter  stranger  to  her,  and  whom  she  had  never 
seen  but  once,  but  had  nevertheless  heard  his  name  remotely  introduced  in  conversation  with 
the  lady  abbess. 

Agaes  also  thought  that  her  guardian  mother  suspected  her  of  some  clandestine  correspon- 
dence with  somebody,  which  at  once  induced  her  not  to  write  ;  as,  were  it  to  gain  the  ears  of  the 
auperior,  it  would  at  once  blast  her  fame,  rnin  her  reputation,  and  sink  her  into  nothing. 

She  might  now  act  if  she  wished  in  unison  with  her  own  genuine  fbelfngs ;  but  when  the 
matter  came  to  be  urged,  her  enterprising  spirit  suoIl  beneath  the  extent  of  its  woric,  and 
became  appalled  hi  the  midst  of  its  difficulties. 

That  which  is  liliely  to  be  ultimately  productive  of  misery,  shame,  and  remorse,  and  carries 
the  conviction  of  iniquity  on  its  very  &ce,  is  sure  to  be  denied  by  a  virtuous  and  good  mind ; 
it  may  cultiyate  for  a  time  a  temporary  happiness ;  but  the  tinte  will  come  when  reason  will 
scare  that  imaginary  bliss  from  the  mind,  and  lead  it  to  the  path  of  permanent  comfort.  For 
those  who  indulge  in  worldly  luxury,  but  little  thinlL  the  expense  they  are  incurring,  and  con. 
adence  which  they  are  troubling. 

Agnes  determined  to  ease  her  mind  of  a  portion  of  its  anxiety  by  writing  an  answer  to  the 
marquis  the  ensuing  morning. 

She  passed  a  most  restless  night,  her  mind  being  haunted  by  the  spectre  of  the  marquis^ 
upbraiding  her  for  not  complying  with  his  request.  Aerial  phantoms  of  bliss  presented  them- 
selves to  her  imagination  ;  the  pomp  of  the  nuptials  was  displayed,  and  the  external  pleasure 
and  happiness  arising  from  the  union  largely  expressed. 

Her  mind  wandered  to  periods  as  yet  far  distant.  She  fancied  herself  the  mother  of  a 
beautiful  and  smiling  family,  all  eager  and  crawling  upon  her  lap,  to  share  the  envied  kiss,  and 
divide  the  kind,  the  affectionate,  the  endearing  look. 

The  marquis,  during  all  this  time,  was  hi  the  most  dreadful  state  of  suspense ;  for,  waiting 
in  vain  for  her  reply,  he  at  last  obtained  admission  to  the  gardener,  and  inquired  if  he  had 
delivered  the  billet  safe ;  who  replying  in  the  affirmative,  materially  increased  the  anguish,  and 
also  the  anxiety,  of  the  marquis. 

**  Perhaps,'*  thought  the  impassioned,  the  distracted  lover,  **  she  disdains  my  proffered  vows 
of  eternal  fidelity  and  unalterable  affection ;  her  mind  is  perhaps  too  much  fraught  with  the 
blindness  of  corrupt  superstition  to  listen  to  the  vdce  of  reason  and  of  love ;  but  if  I  do  not 
hear  from  her  soon,  I  will  try  some  otner  expedient  I  will  not  be  trifled  with,  for  she  shall  be 
mine ;  I  will  bribe  some  men  to  carry  her  off  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  which  can  be  ver}'  easily 
done  by  means  of  old  Carlo,  the  gardener,  whose  interest  and  support  I  have.  If  it  was  not 
for  him,  I  should  do  no  good  ;  therefore,  to  ensure  success,  I  must  add  fresh  bribes ;  and  I  well 
know  that  the  generality  of  mankind  are  too  prone  to  corruption  and  temptation  to  refuse  a 
liberal  and  independent  sum ;  for  where  a  man  can  make  his  fortune,  and  at  once  free  himself 
from  the  slavery  of  trade,  the  bondage  of  work,  and  the  drudgery  of  serrice,  his  mind  is  not 
strong  enough  to  refuse  it ;  and  a  host  of  toils  are  exchanged  for  a  few  stings  and  pinches  of 
the  conscience.** 

The  marquis,  whose  mind  was  quick  to  form  schemes,  sealous  in  executing  them,  pene- 
trating in  his  discoveries,  and  quick  in  sensibility,  would  not  let  any  trifling  difficulty  appd  him, 
for  he  was  determined  to  surmount  them  of  the  greatest  magnitude ;  and  whilst  goaded  on 
by  the  sting  of  the  tender  object  which  of  dl  others  he  now  held  the  most  dear  on  earth,  ho 
was  resolved  to  sacrifice  dl  at  the  shrine^ of  his  ungovernable  passion,  whidi  stormed  hi  hUi 
breast  with  such  irresistible  fury. 

He  had  great  interest ;  he  could  command  the  assistance  of  dl  the  lower  orders;  an  aid 
which  they  would  afford  him  more  through  fear  than  persond  esteem.  He  was  lord  paramount 
Qver  dl,  and  what  he  could  not  procure  by  legd  right,  he  ever  obtdotd  by  the  most  unwar- 
rantable foree,  which  he  dfo  rtsolTed  to  do  hi  iha  vmeni  «mr. 
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Bot  the  narq^th»iq^t  that  th^riittiegMooiild  not  bt  m-  bUiad.to  the  ttrnptttfoa  ^ 
|Kmipk  love,  grandeiir,  and  parad«9  at  to  BBsiife  it  He  hacboured  ia  bie-owa  mlBiitha  ideet  dT 
certain  victoiyv  and  waa  nmoh  aaloaiihert  at  sot  haTiny  a.xepljr'to  the  triUtUdamx  he  aeiU  her 
by  Carlo  the  gardener. 

Thii  hurt  hia  pride^  and  wounded  bis  lordly  and  aelf-infficient  ideas. 

He  who  had  been  accnatOBned  all  hii  life  to  a  meehaniffal  ■nbmiirion  and  qratemaUeal  ob^ 
dienoe  to  eyerything  which  he  laid  or  wiahed  to  ham  done,  could.biti  ill  brooh  the  idea  eC  n 
ivfiiaal,  or  coldneta  in  eomplying  iviih  hie  requett 

In  order  to  show  our  readers  the  light  in  which  poor  Agnes  held  the  base  marquis  th^ 
following  billet  will  amply  serve,  which  she  gave  to  the  gardener  to  driver  immediately  te  the 
marquis. 

**  MattmHoii^ft  Jgnu  to  th*  MarquMM  de  Si  Pmjfk. 

**  SiSr^Your  note  of  the  other  day  surprised  and  hurt  my  feelings  more  than  I  can  easily 
describe.  But  to  keep  you  In  ignorance  of  the  state  of  my  mind,  which  might  posnblj  fn»eh 
you  to  cultivate  a  sense  of  my  submission  to  your  wishes,  which  I  now  solemnly  swear  in  the 
negative,  I  have  taken  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  of  my  unwiUingnem  in 
complying  with  any  of  your  strange  requests.  I  am  duly  sensible  of  the  honour  and  kindnen 
you  have  intended  me ;  but  do  you  suppose  that  I  could  escape  Irom  these  holy  iron  gatee 
unnoticed?  And  even  if  I  could,  can  you  imagine  for  one  moment  that  it  would  be  toindnlge 
the  sensual  gratification  of  a  man  who  is  an  utter  stranger  to  me?  Reflect  on  the  meawwi 
which  you  have  taken,  and  you  will  be  amazed  at  your  strange  infatuation ;  reason  in  yonr 
more  sober  hours  will  chide  your  rash  measures,  and  severely  rebuke  you  for  aiming  at  the 
destruction  of  a  poor  girl,  who  is  in  the  first  place  unworthy  of  your  affection,  which  if  sineest^ 
is  painful,  and  if  false  is  criminal ;  and,  in  the  next,  a  union  would  only  be  productive  of  the 
most  poignant  remorse^  and  the  severest  pangs  of  conscience.-  I  trust  that  you  will  no  longer 
intrude  on  my  time,  or  wound  my  feelings  by  your  proffered  vows,  which,  flattered  as  1  m^ 
be,  I  can  never  accept  them ;  and  have  only  to  add,  that  you  have  my  full  pardon  for  the- 
measures  you  have  taken,  and  my  best  wishes  for  success  in  some  other  quarter. 

"  Yours,  &c  Aoma.** 

When  the  marquis  bad  finished  reading  this  epistle  his  soul  was  touched  with  the  meet 
convulsive  pangs ;  he  raved  like  a  madman,  and  in  vain  did  he  try  to  control  hie  feelings  for 
nature  would  triumph  despite  of  reason. 

His  mind,  which  bad  been  worked  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  and  encouraged  to  entertain  n 
sense  of  success,  which  his  vain  unagination  bad  pictured  to  hims^  would  certainly  be  eflbcCed^ 
was  now  greatly  disappointed* 

He  mused  on  the  epistle  of  Agnes,  and  his  soul  was  out  to  the  quick  by  the  lines  which-  it 
contained.  He  first  praised,  then  condemned  her,  and  lastly  swore  ta  taste  sweet  revei^;eu. 
Vain,  haughty,  presuming,  and  authoritative  in  his  manner,  and  preremptory  in  bis  tone,  be- 
sought a  calendar  of  expedients  to  invent  the  best  plot  to  secure  the  person  of  Agnes ;  hr^ 
since  he  could  not  gain  her  affections  by  love  and  gentle  persuasion,  he  was  resolved  to  arrest 
her  person  by  force.  Time  would  mellow  the  rigour  of  her  hatred  for  the  measures,  which  ho 
was  afraid  would  be  those  confined  to  harsh  authority. 

The  marquis,  in  the  heat  of  his  reflections,  exdalmed,  *'  Surely  her  heart  cannot  be  insen* 
aible  to  the  charms  of  beauty,  the  grace  of  manner,  the  splendour  of  title,  the  wealth  of  estates^ 
or  the  strength  of  power  T 

The  marquis  being  naturally  vain,  and  singularly  addicted  to  egotism,  it  ceases  to  be  n 
wonder  that  he  praised  his  own  beauty ;  for  to  do  him  justice,  he  was  one  oF  the  most  comely, 
fiuhlonable,  and  insinuating  men  of  tho  age.  Grace  shaped  his  fine  and  manly  limbic  and 
beauty  decked  Us  inimitably  formed  countenance ;  and  he  added  to  a  more  exquisite  regularitf 
of  features  the  most  pleasing,  fascinating,  and  courteous  manners,  and  a  truly  noble  and  digv- 
nificd  address.  He  could  support  the  character  of  the  prince  and  peasant,  the  divhne  and  the 
rake.  Where  self-interest  engaged  his  attention,  he  was  dauntless ;  no  diflKonlty  obstmeted 
his  passage^  and  no- obstacle  surmounted  him.  He  was  courteous  to  the  ladles,  submissive  ta 
his  superiors,  a  tyrant  to  his  inferiors,  assiduous  in  gaming;  and  nealous  in  performing  Ui 
mSatary  duties.  He  was  a  fine  officer  in  the  field,  and  most  singulariy  calouUtod  to  show  th* 
pompous tplendowr  of  a  martial  pamdia;  ik<AA»,  WiLmi»ito\L>*>«yg^w«^  wkitetel,  h»  lanprewti 
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all  with  a  revermtiai  awe ;  he  wouM  haf«  Mm  dutf  done  ia  a  ftrict  and  8<ildier^tke  maiuier ; 
lia  used  great  freedom  with  the  iiflloen,  aad  flattered,  thoee  with  atteatUm  who  were  Itkeljr 
hereafter  lo  benefit  him,  or  in  the  loait  aid  his  amUtiew  protpeett. 

But  his  quick  seniibility  of  heaour  wai  frtqoeatly  Munted  hy  a  mean  cupidity  after  gain, 
and  his  avidity  of  lucre  often  defeated  the  ends  of  rectitude ;  and  where  bribery  oould  raise 
the  listless  head  of  sleepfng  justice  aad  rigid  principles,  iie  coostaatly  did  it.  His  insinuatiiir 
plausibility  and  persuasive  eloquence  were  calculated  to  warp  the  mind  of  the  most  upright 
man  from  the  path  of  virtue.  He  stopped  at  no  trivial  impediment  in  the  completion  of  hit 
wishes ;  he  would  brook  no  refusal.  Fortune  and  nature  favoured  his  inordinate  ambition»  his 
remorseless  tyranny,  vindictive  spirit,  and  gross  sensuality.  He  was  never  oppressed  with  the 
languor  of  dissipation  ;  he  added  to  the  most  effeminate  principles,  and  debauched  conduct, 
an  open  and  active  mind.  His  abilities  were  not  mean,  and  he  eminently  discovered  hi&  talent 
as  a  soldier,  and  his  capacity  as  a  magistrate.  He  treated  those  whom  he  despised  as  worth- 
less and  useless  members  with  inconceivable  rigour ;  and  he  neither  lost  anything  in  dignity 
of  form,  in  penetration  of  countenance,  deep  discrimination,  and  sullen  watchfulness ;  he  was 
quick  to  feel,  and  vindictive  in  the  most  extreme  degree. 

No  religion  guided  his  political  aad  his  private  life,  for  he  was  an  atheist.  His  moral  cha- 
racter was  a^despioable  as  his  public  character  was  useless ;  he  was  factious^  noisy,  and  fastidious^ 
never  contented  with  anything,  and  ever  aimi  >g  ;  t  making  some  new  disturbance,  to  show  his 
popularity  and  increase  its  strength.  la  short,  dissipation  palsied  his  mind,  corruption  corroded 
his  heart,  and  atheism  d  .    -d  his  loul 

To  gain  the  purpose  of  the  levely  Agnes,  was  what  he  now  aimed  at ;  and  for  this  purpose 
he  bribed  the  gardaaor  to  administer  a  sleeping  potion  to  her ;  which  he  could  very  easily  do^ 
as  she  frequently  «aaie  to  him  in  the  garden  for  a  glass  of  water.  Alter  she  should  have 
swallowed  the  soporific  draught,  a  dull  stupidity  would  seize  her,  she  would  fall  into  fits,  and 
rsfmain  in  a  perfect  state  of  insensibility  for  eight-and-lbrty  hours ;  which  time  having  elapsed, 
ahe  would  rise  as  if  from  a  single  night's  sleep  quite  rocovered,  and  without  the  least  knowledge 
«f  having  had  so  long  and  so  unnatural  a  sleep. 

He  ordered  Carlo  to  his  mansion,  and  gave  him  the  fatal  draught,  telling  htm  exactly  hoar 
much  to  administer,  and  was  comfortably  assured  by  the  infernal  agent  of  his  iniquitous 
schemes  of  certain  success,  as  he  could  easily  effect  it,  for  the  lady  abbess  constantly  gave 
Agnes  leave  to  walk  in  the  garden,  and  she  was  sure  to  ask  him  for  a  glass  of  cold  spring  water ; 
and  thus  he  had  ample  space  to  effect  his  diabolical  schemes. 

The  marquis,  in  order  to  secure  the  best  and  the  most  indelat^blc  wishes  of  the  old  gar- 
^ner,  informed  him,  that  on  the  event  of  the  whole  of  the  plans  turning  out  to  his  utmo^ 
aatisfactioii,  and  should  be  after  the  escape  of  Agnes  be  expelled  from  the  convent  upon 
«ispicion  of  having  effected  it  or  oonnived  at  it,  the  marquis  promised  to  allow  him  an  annuity 
to  maintain  himself  all  his  life,  as  a  reward  for  his  services,  and  a  compensation  for  the  loss  <tf 
his  place ;  indeed,  should  be  not  be  suspected,  he  was  still  to  be  liberally  rewarded. 

The  marqais  having  given  all  his  orders  to  the  gardener,  and  to  the  exact  completion  of 
-those  wishes  which  he  enjoined  him  to  do,  gave  him  the  white  powder,  which  would  steep 
poor  Agnes's  semes  into  forgetfnlneBS  of  the  person  who  gave  it  her,  and  of  the  guilt  which 
^covered  the  iniqnitoiis  act. 

Carlo  now  prooeeded  on  his  fatal  and  adventurous  task. 

Agnes  came  as  osual  to  walk  in  the  garden ;  it  was  a  beautiful  day,  and  she  had  not  been 
out  long  before  she  went  to  the  bower,  the  sun  being  very  warm.  This  sweet  retreat  fronted 
-the  west,  and  often  did  she  retire  there  in  the  cod  of  the  evening,  and  paas  tier  time  in  the 
most  snblime  contemplatioo  and  elevated  devotion.  She  frequently  gazed  oa  the  gothic 
architecture  of  the  convent,  and  its  grey  walls  appeared  like  sober  masseaof  religion ;  sanctity 
and  delicacy  marlMd  its  gates;  Often  did  die  listea  to  the  melancholy  chiming  of  the  vespers, 
and  her  heart  was  shrouded  in  gloom  as  the  dock  in  slow  and  solemn  note,  as  they  languidly 
lyassed  away,  beat  the  revolving  hours. 

It  afforded  her  peculiar  pleasure  and  tatbrfhciion  to  watch  the  grand  himinary  of  the  di^ 
bend  his  course  to  his  final  jovraey,  where,  fatigaed  by  toil,  be  sunk  into  the  lower  world,, 
throwing  his  crimson  mantle  all  over  the  boandieii  boriaoa. 
rt  ^^The  mlww  iHaiiftw  of  the  ffttitogi>  Iha  laii^Mrirhiiilii  iowMl^i  fyjaaaX  1MMto-l^6bg&^ 
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thoes  dotted  on  the  wettern  gale,  were  quite  in  uniiOB  with  her  feelinge,  which,  naturally  wld 
and  delicate,  and  alive  to  the  quick  powera  of  lenaibility,  were  peculiarly  calculated  to  adsuie 
the  greatness  of  the  work  of  nature,  and  yenerate  its  divine  Author. 

For,  although  she  wished  to  steal  from  the  rigid  decorum  of  the  cloister,  and  mingle  in  the 
gay  scenes  of  the  world,  she  was  not  insensible  to  the  beauties  of  nature.  No,  far  from  it ; 
she  took  infinite  delight  in  viewing  the  romantic  scenery^  and  discovered  on  all  occasions  a  most 
quicJL  and  lively  sensibility. 

In  short,  her  present  life  was  not  in  unison  with  her  innate  feelings,  and  she  wished,  though 
prudently  dared,  to  steal  away  from  its  dull  insipidity.  « 

CHAPTER    II.  ^ 

f'  Whatriwttldaiigdoheget  ' 

My  dunnal  •cena  1  need*  ma^t  act  lAoae. 

Come  phial — — -"—SnistrsAat.' 

Agnes  as  usual,  after  having  taken  her  morning's  walk,  came  to  the  gardener  for  hef  accustomed 
glass  of  water. 

When  she  made  her  wonted  request,  the  colour  faded  \fnm  Carlo's  cheek,  his  knees  shook, 
vnd  his  whole  frame  trembled,  from  a  consciousness  of  the  evil  draught  he  m^  going  to 
administer. 

But  soon  with  a  stoic  firmness  he  recovered  from  his  agitated  manner,  and  proceeded  to 
execute  the  task  which  the  fair  one  enjoined  him  to  do ;  before  which  she  asked  him  the  reik 
son  why  he  was  so  agitated.  '*  A  simple  glass  of  water  is  all  I  asked  you  for,  and  why  are  yofU 
80  disturbed?  you  never  appeared  so  before ;  tell  me  the  reasons ;  have  I  oflbnded  yon  ?* 

«  No,  madam,'*  replied  Carlo ;  *'  I  have  been  subject  to  alternate  fits  of  the  ague  this  last 
week,  and  this  is  one  of  their  cold  shiverings." 

This  evasive  reply  was  barely  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  Agnes,  who  was  not  loetdly 
blinded  \  he  could  not  so  easily  dupe  her  imagination ;  yet  she  little  thought  what  was  concealed 
in  the  water,  and  she  drank  it  off  without  heeding  anything,  or  remarking  anythingcoooemiog 
its  clearness. 

In  a  few  minutes  she  was  taken  with  the  most  convulsive  fits,  and  presently  dropped  &ito  a 
state  of  utter  insendbility. 

The  gardener  now  proceeded  to  take  his  victim  to  the  appointed  place*  where  a  chaise  and 
four,  by  order  of  the  marquis,  was  waiting  to  convey  her  to  his  chateau. 

The  state  of  Carlo's  feelings  on  viewing  the  countenance  of  Agnes,  when  he  carried  her  to 
the  carriage,  were  much  agitated,  for  the  innocent  vietim  of  his  guilty  crime  had  a  face  whieii 
was  fixed  in  the  pallid  hue  of  death ;  a  solemn  serenity  stole  over  her  countenance ;  she  looked 
more  lovely  than  ever,  but  the  wily  monster,  whose  8teele<}  soul  was  worked  up  to  the  commlsriott 
bf  the  basest  crime,  soon  recovered  from  the  agitation  which  even  the  vindictive  Turk  or  the 
wild  African  would  have  discovered ;  his  guilt-bronxed  cheek  was  alternately  tinged  with  a 
faint  momentary  blush,  proceeding  from  the  effect  of  the  workings  of  his  conscience. 

The  marquis  having  minutely  informed  the  gardener  how  she  would  appear  externally  after 
the  fatal  glass  of  water  was  given,  was  fhlly  prepared  to  meet  with  the  worst. 

Not  even  the  swift  vibrations  of  the  chaise,  its  dreadful  rattling,  and  the  thunder  which  now 
rolled  in  heavy  peals  in  the  firmament,  and  which  seemed  the  vengeance  of  almigfaty  God  for 
the  marquis's  iniquity,  could  awaken  the  sleeping  goddess  from  her  unnatural  slumber. 

She  continued  in  the  same  state  of  Insensibility  till  she  reached  the  chateau. 

The  dreadful  storm  which  came  on  alarmed  the  marquis ;  It  seemed  the  awful  prelude  Ibir 
futurity,  and  a  judgment  for  his  crimes ;  and  he  now  thought  that  the  cup  of  felicity,  whidi 
he  insidiously  and  mercilessly  mixed  for  himself,  was  about  to  be  eternally  wrested  from  him. 

He  often  reflected  upon  the  vast  capacity  of  the  conscience,  which  he  considered  as  merely 
a  bugbear  of  the  imagination,  and  assured  himself  that  an  eternal  sleep  would  foUow  our 
^solutioa  in  this  life ;  for  if  the  powers  of  conscience  could  ever  be  vanquished  by  moral 
strength,  they  would  then  cease  to  have  that  efficacy  on  the  mind,  would  cease  to  be  <kf  that 
weighty  importance,  and  would  no  longer  bring  the  hardened  sinner  to  repentance. 

When  the  marquis  looked  on  the  dark  and  desolate  scene  around  him,  he  chid  himsdf  for  cm 
«MBeii^A'««^<*««  bit  poioe,  toy  tQppoil^(«hilt>:^«^«i!^  dottb- 
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loand  for  his  departure.  **  How  abtiird  ii  it,'*  thought  the  wretched  victim  of  apottacj, 
•*  that  we  ihall  be  eventually  rewarded  according  to  the  works  done  in  the  body."  Ue  followed 
the  Epicurean  maiim  of  **  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die.**  **  Therefore,  since  wo 
are  encouraged  (o  provide  for  to-day  what  we  know  not  to-morrow  will  bring  to  pass,  I  ha%e 
obtained  by  force  to-day  what  1  should  have  lust  by  temporising  till  to-morrow.  If  there  is 
any  light  in  the  world,  I  have  resolutely  refused  it ;  I  have  liked  to  live  better  in  darkness, 
and  I  shall  never  be  convinced  by  any  of  our  moral  divines  of  the  futurity  to  come.  My  mind 
has  risen  above  the  shackles  of  an  injurious  superstition,  which  prompts  the  mind  to  deny  the 
exercise  of  the  feelings,  and  oommands  them  to  be  dead  to  the  pleasures  of  the  world.** 

The  marquis,  who  was  a  thorough  sceptic,  stopped  not  to  examine  into  the  eventual  con* 
sequences  of  anything  which  he  did,  and  whether  it  would  be  ultimately  productive  of  any 
good  in  the  world  to  come ;  for  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  what  he  did,  and  anything  which 
occupied  his  fancy  he  cared  not  the  means  by  which  he  indulged  it. 

He  now  proceeded  to  the  chateau,  where  he  found  Agnes  recovering  from  her  long  sleep. 
She  was  astonished  and  amazed  in  finding  herself  in  a  strange  house  sumptuously  fitted  up, 
and  infinitely  more  alarmed  at  seeing  the  marquis. 

She  endeavoured  to  discover  how  she  came  into  his  mansion ;  but  so  palpable  was  the  mys- 
tery, that  it  mocked  her  power  to  gain  the  least  possible  elucidation.  When  she  saw  the 
marquis  sh^  wept  bitterly,  but  her  tears  were  rather  dictated  by  pity  than  anger,  when  she 
reflected  on  the  consummate  baseness  of  him  who  now  endeavoured  to  seduce  her  from  the 
path  of  honest  virtue  and  sober  chastity,  and  who,  to  tamper  with  her  orphan  state,  used  to 
wily  and  ignominious  a  scheme. 

The  measures  which  he  had  taken,  poor  Agnes  justly  thought,  were  unworthy  of  the 
honour,  generosity*  and  integrity  of  nobility ;  for  to  injure  the  weak  state  of  an  orphan,  to 
seduce  her  affections  from  the  path  of  virtue,  and  plant  anguish  in  her  juvenile  breast,  die* 
oovered  the  blackest  baseness  of  a  heart  stained  with  the  worst,  the  most  indehble  guilt 

When  she  had  recovered  from  her  state  of  insensibility,  the  marquis  sent  her  Word  that  he 
desired  to  speak  with  her,  and  begged  she  would  prepare  for  the  interview,  which  was  of 
eourse  most  painful  to  her. 

When  he  entered  the  room,  a  smile  of  compassbn  and  the  most  tender  love  played  on  hie 
countenance,  which,  added  to  his  manly  beauty  and  the  graceful  symmetry  of  his  person, 
made  him  look  singulariy  interesting. 

The  Unguishing  softness  of  Agnes*s  fine  black  eyes  was  directed  up  to  him  with  e  peculiar 
expression  of  meekness,  which  truly  characterized  the  resignation  which  she  bore  to  her 
injured  state. 

The  marquis  proceeded  to  take  hold  of  her  hand,  and  Agnes  having  a  more  AUl  view  of  his 
countenance,  she  was  disgusted,  and  shrunk  back,  amazed  at  his  presumption.  The  complexioa 
of  his  heart  was  like  the  beautiful  skin  of  the  venomous  serpent,  which  smiling  unheeded  in  the 
grau,  leaps  on  its  victim,  and  inflicts  the  deadly  wound. 

Such  did  the  marquis,  for  his  wily  villany  had  ruined  an  innocent  and  virtuous  virgin. 

She  gazed  on  him  with  horror,  and  on  his  advancing  to  take  hold  of  her  hand,  she  gave  a 
violent  shriek,  and  fiunted  away  in  his  arms. 

When  she  came  to  herself,  and  her  spirits  were  restored,  she  exclaimed,  *'  Detested 
monster  I  base,  execrable  wretch!  fly  from  my  sight  I  do  not  think  that  though  your  infernal 
plots  have  so  far  succeeded,  they  will  have  any  predominance  on  my  feelings !  Do  not  think 
to  insult  my  pitiable  state,  or  to  tamper  with  the  suflerings  of  the  orphan  I" 

'*  Cease,  frdr  Agnes,  cease  to  weep,"  replied  the  marquis ;  "cease  to  load  the  man  witb 
curses  who  has  only  been  goaded  on  by  the  violence  of  his  passion  to  sacrifice  all  at  ita  shrine  i 
look  with  an  eye  of  compassion  on  your  eternally  devoted  lover,  who  will  endeavour  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  make  you. happy  and  comfortable,  who  will  teach  you  to  forget  the  past 
miseries  of  the  cloister  and  its  rigid  penance.** 

.  Agnes  wept  bitterly,  and  her  mind,  which  but  a  few  minutes  ago  raged  and  triumphed 
in  all  the  dignity  of  conscious  innocence,  now  fell  into  the  soft  cadence  of  pity  and  regret. 
She  wept  ibr  the  baseness  of  the  marquis,  and  felt  sensibly  for  the  unpardonable  B^asures 
which  he  had  taken  to  gratify  hit  desires. 

It  wu  in  vain  for  Agoei  to  make  up  her  mind  to  a  leoM  Q(iAb«di«!A^\i^\&ak^Ki&sMw\ 
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dinddered  at  ttie  idea  of  havfn;  eacaped  from  the  cauveaty  or  fStlier  iMvlttf  teen  foracd*  od 
poMlibly  indeed  wRhoot  tlie  knowledge  of  the  ladf  abbeai. 

Thenarqnifl  did  all  in  Ms  power  to  voothe  poor  Agne«*8  aflUetioo,  and  wap  bsppyt*  Bad  that 
she  bebanred  to  him  with  more  freedom,  bat  it  was  a  liberallly  wWeh  hurt  faim  more 
before,  and  damped  the  glow  of  bis  wishes,  instead  of  inoreasing  theh*  atieogtfa. 

She  behaved  to  htm  with  a  ooid,  distant,  and  dignified  i#baoity,  vsiog  noaoof  tboae 
exclamations  and  just  abases  which  a  more  passionate  and  less  amiable  temper  would  Ikass 
done ;  but  her  natore  exensad  it,  for  she  w«s  the  very  soul  of  meekneas. 

The  marqnls  was  awed  by  her  commanding  presence,  and  flaoreparUcalariy  wflbn  lie  «iged 
her  to  consider  tka  natttra  oC  his  yows,  and  acquiesce  with  his  wMies.  His  addreas  was  «aora 
modest,  and  trisltily  divested  of  that  Impassioned  glow  of  eapresaion  and  warai  liiapaDdy, 
which  possibly' carried  ivfth  it  more  energy,  becaase  ft  bore  a  stronger  teaenblKinoe  of  trvth. 

Leaving  the  marquis  and  Agnes,  we  now  ratnm  to  the  ladjr  abbess,  who  did  nat  mias  Ifae 
departure  of  Agnes  till  it  was  too  lata. 

She  searched  the  gardea  till  night,  and  interrogated  ttte  gatdeaer  moat  strietly  abavl  tte 
affair. 

He  testified  to  the  lady  abbess  fha  strongest  sentiments  of  regret  and  sorrow  Ibr  the 
departure  of  the  young  lady,  and  effected  his  hypocrisy  with  such  gnile,  that  ft 
contributed  to  ease  her  of  any  portion  of  suspicion  which  she  might  have  otherwise 
to  his  character. 

The  old  man,  with  the  most  courteous  plausibittty  and  sancdmontoas  gravity,  comi 
on  the  state  of  Agnes's  mind,  which  he  said  was,  from  his  remark,  longia  ai 
^kspoodency ;  and  added,  that  he  had  frequently  heard  her  exdala^  in  the  most  fapasslaned 
manner,  and  concluded  by  mentioning  that  his  curiosity  was  never  suAcleiitly  awafcawd  to 
indace  him  to  listeB  to  the  words  of  her  speech. 

He  assured  the  abbea  that  he  would  endeavour  to  traoe  the  route  of  tlie  fidr  fi^ltive,  ant 
^Kaoover^  if  possiblb,  who  was  accessory  to  it     ' 

She  contemplated  the  discourse  of  the  wily  domestic  with  deep  penetration,  and  the  waidf 
which  escaped  from  his  lips  conveyed  to  her  the  character  of  truth ;  for  riie  could  nacimpata 
jBiy  blame  to  him,  bat  ooly  asked  him  why,  sioee  he  had  observed  the  dejected 
and  heard  the  frequent  exclamations  of  Agnes,  he  did  not  inform  her,  and  thus  have 
the  terrible  misfortune.  < 

Siie  eonUnued  her  coaversatton  with  him,  exacting  everything  she  ceidd  in  the  meat  hiqni- 
ritive  manner ;  but  the  more  she  endeavoured  to  find  out  the  particulafa»fhe  asoradid  te  wQy 
•conversation  withdraw  her  ideas  from  the  subject  of  her  fears. 

The  lady  abbess  having  made  all  the  inquiries  which  sbe  possibly  could,  and  not  having 
gained  the  least  satisfactory  information,  gave  up  the  anfortunate  Agnes  as  k>st  toherAr  eter. 

She  was  placed' b  the  most  critical  situation,  for  her  pupil  not  having  been  legularly 
invested  with  the  order  of  the  nuns,  and  consequently  not  subjected  to  the  Ksttatnt  and  coafincu 
ment  which  it  necessarily  imposed  on  them,  it  doubly  engaged  the  duty  of  the  abbeaa  to  watch 
over  her  conduct,  and  keep  her  at  all  events  within  the  boaods  of  the  monastery. 

What  made  it  still  more  painful  to  her  was  the- length  ofabsetfee  that  interreaed  smce  ^he 
last^aw  the  fiither  of  Agnes. 

She  knew  not  where  to  address  to  him,  or  to  consult  or  console  hfan,  en  tlie  loss  of  his 
•clifid. 

She  was  also  anxious  to  bring  the  gardener  to  a  court  of  justice,  in  order  to  discover  if  his 
principles  would  bear  the  test  of  examination ;  but  here  her  ccursge  foiled  her,  Ibr  by  bringn^ 
the  domestic  to  a  confessien  of  aU  that  he  knew,  wonld  be  the  means  ^f  giving  pnbRcitv  to 
that  which  ahe  whAiedto  bury  in  eternal  oblivion. 

It  was  higMy  imperious  for  the  honour  of  her  OWB  repufatlon.  and  also  foi<  fbeaasalied 
lame  of  the  convent,  to  hush  the  matter  in  silence,  as  Agnes  not  havfaig  been  Invested  with 
the  order  cf  the  nuns,  she  was  only  acce^intable  for  her  condudt  to  those  parenta  who  wck  now 
nAknown  to  the  abbess. 

She  was  touched  wMb  the  sevcfeirt  pangs  of  consoience  for  her  repwathaMe  cfMidaet,  aad 
ber  remorse  was  visibly  increased  when  the  attna  aakod  after  Agae$,'ia^iMtg  If  aha  wm  «tli 
MM  WMfa  ilM  was*  * 
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OuHilMWwliurMrayflromcbeeQoveiiti  and  eoadndfld  by  lajing^  tint  ihe  rtquested  that 
tkay  wgald  atk  00  farther  qnartioM  about  AfBM^  as  peeoliar  dramtafteef  wwM  mA  aaabld 
bor  ta  latiify  tbair  (|iMsltoii«»  .  "» 

Xba  baU  for  vavra  toUad»  and  tba  lady  ahtaa  with  tht  bofy  tnbi  proeeedad  to  eveaing 
pngrara. 

Hm  gloom  of  ihe  ebapel,  a  £bw  aipiring  ta|Hi%  vhid^  eflrftUmr  ^T  •  ftebte  light,  served 
to  show  the  awftil  iUenee  and  the  soleioiiily  af  tha klarlBr  of  tbaedfiiee^  he^tened  the  me. 
laocholj  of  the  laiated  tod]r*ft«diid« 

The  wan  light  of .  a  taper  whieh  wwhddbyamm  at  theaMargaiwadeadly  hae  to  the 
countenance  of  the  enperior. 

U  wasouitonaryferheratvaapant0>glv«iAharholyehAdreii  aleetniBoa  thesancUtj 
of  the  places  the  jnainaia  of  their  Uva^.  and  the  oeftam  oaMiag  bttnthat  wouM  ultfanately 
foUow. 

She  commented  an.  the  painfnl  tbaugfaU  that  iMut  faoh  the  bvafai  of  the  wearied  pleasnrbt 
and  diaiipated  ganeeter,  when  00  the  briek  of  et^mky,  where  ftejiaSna  and  torments  are  to  be 
Ojaperieaced  for  the  aoaowaaed  itaiea  of  thia  eoarwptible  werid. 

Shesaid,  *«0f  the  wiokedmai^  when  the  haer  of  dissoiolioBaitivet,  and  hfe  soul  is  going  to 
take  its  flight  to  the  me&sioBa  of--wh«t?  not  of  mmortalfty  as  I  am  aeeustoraed  to  say,  bat, 
alas!  to  the  dreaiy  legioas  of  eternal  mieary  ami  penfitkn^^how  palnihl  must  be  the  reflec 
tion  of  him,  my  dear  ehOdrea,.  who»  when  geteir  to  depart  flvm  all  wMeh  smiles  around  him 
thinks  that  for  a  (isw  yeara*  dissipalio^  UcentioasBes%  and  profligacy,  he  ia  going  to  be  tor- 
Bwnted  for  ever  Uk  the  leglooeof  miaery»  whete  an  everlasting  fli^wfll  torment  the  sou?,  direfol 
in  its  judgment,  and  noqaanehaUe  m  Us  aataiei  Believe,  my  dear  dit*?,  that  those  wha 
follQW  a  monastic  life  are  suee  to  be  eventoaliy  rewarded.  Are  pleasures  to  be  experienced  fai 
tbisUfe?  ia  thia  transitory  pilgrimage  to  be  pfodeothre  of  ease^  comfort^  and  prosperity?  Tain 
idea  1  it  is  the  preparation  for  that  eternal  bUsa  whkh  awaita  uain  the  worM  to  come.  How  can 
that  preparation  be  elfoctad  in  thia  vain,  soAttotiire^a»d  sorrowfol  worid?  h  our  human  nature 
strong  eaoQgh  to  resist  iU  tempftatfoas,  to  withstmul  ifcsflatteiy,  and  brook  its  hisults  ?  Certainly 
not;  ourmindsare  teemechenchaatadaadalleredivoa  thepatfaof  virtue  by  the  gaudy  display 
of  pompous  magnifioence^  the  paaada  of  dissipartim,  the  crowd  of  feastfag,  and  the  luxury  of  age, 
to  pay  that  strict  adherence  to  the  aodal  detiea  which  is  Inseparable  from  happiness.  Man  in 
the  hurry  of  both  domestieaod  publio  enjeyneats,  tee  frequently  forgets  the  source  from  which 
they  spring,  and  likewise  the  objeet  for  wWeh  they  are  intended,  they  not  being  culculated  for 
us  to  enjoy  at  our  pleasure*  bet  only  placed  in  oar  way  like  a  bait,  to  see  how  readily  and 
greedily  we  catch  at  it,  and  thus  fall  at  once  into  the  snare  of  ^mptation.  Men  and  women 
are  by  nature  nsiserably  prone  to  evil,  and  of  course  unable  to  resist  all  the  charms  of  this  life  • 
for  our  passions  will  have  their  sway,  our  sansoal  appetites  will  be  satiated,  and  our  weakness 
indulged.  Is  this,  thee»  te  prepare  ourselves  for  the  bliss  which  awaito  those  who  have  con- 
dncted  themselves  regulariy,  soberly,  and  religlausly  ?  No  1  ^Then  fly  fh>m  the  world  of  sorrow 
and  temptation,  and  take  lefuga  within  this  holy  edifiao,  where  nothfaig  but  the  mild  doctrine,. 
the  eneiyetki  charm,  and  the  social  comfort  of  raligion  is  exercised  to  revivify  the  soul,  and 
prepare  it  for  eternity.  Perhaps,  my  dear  children,  you  think  me  too  severe,  and  that  I  have 
drawn  too  harsh  a  picture  of  mankind ;  left  ont  thegood,  and  enumerated  the  evil.  If  I  have 
I  am  not  deceived  s  for  examiBe  into  the  nature  of  mankind,  and  you  will  find  that  the  exist- 
ence of  virtue  b  rarely  if  ever  found  ;  and  that  we  are  ail  poor  and  helpless  beings,  marked 
with  sorrow,  and  visited  with  calamity.'* 

The  lady  abbess  now  dismissed  the  nuns,  and  her  thoughts  from  the  miseries  of  life  rolled 
on  the  subject  of  Agnes. 

•*  Oh  I  unhappy  child  f  she  eadauned,  «  yon  are  east  abandoned  on  the  world,  with  no 
friend  to  pity  you;  no  fond  mother  to  comfort  and  relieve  yon  in  the  hour  of  distress  ;  but 
are  plunged,  at  once  in  the  wide  abyss  of  misery  and  guilt,  which  will  close  and  emerfre  you  for 
ever  into  solitary  dariiness.  Oh  I  uafertuaale  worid  t  ohl  base  degenerate  age!  happy 
aball  I  be  when  I  bid  adieu  to  all  its  paafnl  aoenae  of  hriqnity^  and  be  no  longer  eye-witness 
of  its  multiplied  noai.  The  apftoiated  age  for  diasehilion  la  now  near  at  band,  and  I  find 
that  the  tajper  of  Ufa^heg^a  to  waneb    I  have  endeatearad  tinpegbeat  tite  whole  of  my  exist: 
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enoe  to  coHivate  the  qiirit  of  good,  and  toinpren  ou  all  theMBoUied  bopef  of  amonMtb  flb. 
I  have  been  deceived  in  my  calculations  of  mankind,  and  eiperienee  hai  too  tm\j  cmincted 
the  gay  and  fiicinating  imafet  wMeh  in  my  youth  I  bavte  formed  of  men.    Oh  I  iD-lnCad  hov 
that  crer  Agnes  escaped  from  these  gates  1    What  wus  the  cause  of  her  departure  ?  what 
instigated  it  ?  Surely  some  mthlem  villain,  to  glnt  his  lawless  passion,  tore  her  from  the  the  oon* 
vent,  entailing  destruction  on  himself,  and  eternal  perdition  on  her.     Whilst  under  my  pM* 
tectlon  she  was  far  away  from  the  guile  of  flattery  and  the  snare  of  temptation,  and  she  fal- 
lowed the  road  to  ultimate  bliss.     But  since,  poor  girl,  she  has  been  lured  away  from  tbtm 
walls  by  the  deceit  of  a  villain,  may  she  escape  all  those  e\ils,  which  I  greatly  fear  wfll  but  ton 
certainly  iall  on  her  1  for  where  mutual  love  and  undivided  allbction  do  not  regulate  the  heart 
of  each,  true  happiness  cannot  exist.** 

The  mind  of  the  lady  abbess  was  visibly  dejected,  and  her  spirits  were  tmged  with  ndan- 
choly,  which  could  not  Csil  of  being  remarked  by  the  nuns ;  yet  she  acquiesced  in  piovis  sab* 
mission  to  the  stem  decree. 

She  tried  to  reproach  her  conscience  and  conduct,  but  nature  denied  the  effort,  for  how 
could  she  be  answerable  for  the  passions  and  conduct  of  her  child  at  all  thnes,  and  when  die 
was  away  ?  Yet  the  idea  of  her  absence,  and  the  dead  gloom  which  marked  her  spirits  when 
she  came  down  to  vespers,  was  now  visible ;  and  which  was  the  more  increased,  as  memory,  in 
agonising  succession,  mustered  up  the  past  actions  of  the  departed  sister. 

Poor  Agnes  being  the  factotum  of  the  lady  abbess,  she  was  doubly  missed,  and  when  the 
lady  wanted  anything,  and  looked  around  far  the  dear  object  to  whom  she  was  wont  to  apply, 
she  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and  sought  relief  in  lamentation ;  for  in  vain  did  she  endcnvonr 
10  control  her  distressed  feelings,  which  on  other  points  she  would  have  resolutely  done,  and 
would  have  checked  the  sallies  of  griet  But  this  was  a  subject  of  a  nature  by  far  too  tender 
to  be  restrained ;  it  was  one  which  concerned  one  of  her  dearest  objects  in  Kfe,  and  one  for 
which  she  wept  bitterly,  when  she  thought  that  she  was  exposed  to  the  miseries,  temptationCv 
and  guilt  of  the  world,  without  a  soul  to  comfort  or  to  guide  the  course  of  her  juvenile  —i^tf 

Agnes  was  fine  in  person ;  the  contour  of  her  laoe  resembled  that  of  Madonna ;  meekneti 
and  sensibility  were  distinguishing  traits  in  her  character ;  her  eyes  were  of  the  softest  shade  of 
blue,  and  directed  to  licaven  with  a  smile  of  fervent  rel%ion,  whilst  her  figure  was  tall  and 
majestic,  and  in  the  midst  of  gentleness  aad  delicacy,  she  maintained  a  Junonian  dignity. 

The  abbess  hod  imbibed  a  fond  regard  for  Agnes,  not  only  from  the  beauty  of  her  coonte- 
nanco.  the  purity  of  her  principles,  and  the  strict  regularity  of  her  conduct,  but  also  from  that 
fondness,  that  s}'mpathy,  and  gratitude,  which  she  ever  discovered.  Her  benevolence  warmed 
the  heart  of  the  abbess,  the  sunshine  of  which  all  the  poor  basked  fn,  and  proudly  owned  the 
author  of  its  glory. 

She  ever  professed  a  union  of  idea,  similarity  of  sentiment,  and  congeniality  of  desire  with 
h?r  guardian.  She  never  disputed  with  her,  but  constantly  recei\-ed  her  advice  with  affection- 
ate gratitude.  She  studied  the  little  wishesof  the  abbess,  and  was  most  lealons  in  gratifying 
them.  She  liked  the  sisterhood,  and  mingled  in  the  society  with  pleasure  ;  but  whenever  the 
bc!I  for  vespers  chimed,  she  was  awed,  and  felt  a  sort  of  religions  calm  pervade  her  spirits. *  '^ 
In  short,  Agnes  was  innately  good ;  intrinsic  worth  marked  her  for  her  own,  and  she  was 
virtue  personified. 

The  abbess  felt  her  loss  greatly,  but  finding  no  hope  of  ever  seeing  her  agam,  she  resigned 
herself  to  the  misery  of  the  cose,  and  mourned  in  silence  her  sad  departure. 


CHAPTER    IIL 

*  O  kappinot!  when  art  cbou  to  be  fovad  f 
I  aec  tboo  dwelieft  nnt  vitb  birth  or  bra«tj  ; 
Nor  dMi  ibAo.  it  woald  w«m.  with  TiriBe  dwell, 
EUe  bad  tbi«  c<&tlc  maiden  BiMcd  tbcc  not  .**    . 

Leaving  the  poor  disconsolate  lady  abbess  to  her  miserable  reflections,  let  us  take  a  peep  tt 
the  conversation,  and  the  rooms  of  the  marquis  and  Agnes. 

;Thc  wily  monster  could  in  vain  impress  on  her  juremie  mind  the  justness  of  his  vwn,  or 
tbtautag^^  ^A^aflMOon;  yetat^mta  Aiiaa^^ewt!^^Vt*r«dh.^rtSkliaattnatioB,Ml 
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flMttid,  "  Surely  inch  unremitUiig  eidtionf  for  my  •eeniiig  comfort  and  happineM  eumot  b» 
dictated  by  any  lelfiah  paisioD ;  yet  I  caaoot  aoquleioe  with  bia  wiabea  of  marriage ;  be  mi^ 
like  me,  and  may  give  me  all  tbe  fiolicity  wbicb  tbia  poor  life  can  beatow,  yet  I  cannot  accept 
It  from  bia  bandi.  He  is  liandaome»  of  a  fine  figure,  and  dignified  manners,  sufficient  to  wia 
tbe  ooldest  heart ;  yet  I  cannot  love  him ;  it  is  fear  that  diotatei  any  little  attention  whicb  I 
may  show  him :  but,  unhappy  fellow,  he  confuses  its  origin,  and  mistakes  the  purpose  for  which 
It  Is  Intended.  Surely  gratitude  can  never  be  called  affection !  the  dictates  of  love,  although 
they  may  sometimes,  do  not  always  proceed  from  the  source  of  generosity ;'  what  attention  I 
have  shown  proceeds  (rom  the  sense  I  entertain  of  his  eiteroal  temporary  kindness ;  but  then 
1  wish  solemnly  to  impress  on  his  mind,  (but  his  ears  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  my  desires,)  that 
my  affection  is  not  for  bim,  but  for  bis  attention,  and  that  I  can  never  submit  to  bis  wishes." 

The  marquis's  soul,  anudst  all  tbe  roses  of  transporting  voluptuousness,  amidst  the  ecstatic 
delights  arising  from  the  anticipation  of  soon  having  a  final  completion  of  his  wishes,  waa 
racked  by  the  blighting,  damning  fear  of  a  refusal*  which  chills  the  heat  of  imagination  and 
damps  the  ardent  glow  of  love. 

He  endeavoured,  by  all  that  art  could  eHect  or  ingenuity  enable  him,  to  impress  on  tho 
mind  of  Agnes  a  favourable  idea  of  bis  person  and  sentiments.  So  far  he  succeeded,  but  bia 
love  was  what  he  had  to  combat  with,  and  it  engaged  the  most  wOy  deceit  on  bis  part. 

It  was  customary  for  him  to  lead  Agnes  to  the  forest,  and  there  on  his  knees  be  supplicated 
her  to  consider  bis  affeotiouy  its  weight,  and  its  warmth. 

It  was  in  one  of  these  evenings  that  Henry  discovered  him  with  her ;  and  the  reason  why 
the  porter  maintained  so  stem  a  silence  on  the  mysterious  circumstance  was  owing  to  the 
absence  of  his  master  from  tbe  chateau;  and  the  old  domestic  was  afraid  to  reveal  anything 
to  Henry,  lest  by  so  doing  he  should  discover  the  plots  of  his  master!  and  at  once  unfold  the 
history  of  the  individuals  whom  he  met  in  tbe  forest. 

Tbe  marquis  led  Agnes  constantly  into  tbe  forest,  merely  from  affectation  in  admiring 
the  wild  beauties  of  nature,  and  thus  endeavour  to  impress  on  her  juvenile  mind  the  most 
fiivourable  opinions  of  his  sensibilit  • 

For  this  purpose  he  led  her  one  evening  to  a  small  amphitheatre  in  tbe  wood.  He  pointed 
out  the  waving  grace  of  the  poplar,  the  pendent  foliage  of  the  birch,  and  the  weeping  melan* 
chdy  of  tbe  larch,  which,  towering  above  the  rest,  sighed  mournfully  in  the  passing  gale.  Tbe 
lightness  of  the  mountain  ash,  and  the  solemn  tint  of  the  cbesnnt,  oak,  and  fir,  gAve  a  deeper 
shade  to  the  forest  as  contrasted  with  the  former. 

This  was  a  fine  treat  to  Agnes,  and  tbe  piimeval  stillness  of  tbe  scene  powerfully  contri. 
buted  to  lull  her  senses  into  a  pleasing  oblivion  of  the  past,  and  the  wretched  author  of  her 
troubles.  The  awful  and  impressive  grandeur  of  the  forest  softened  her  feelings  into  an  entire 
acquiescence  with  those  of  the  marquis,  who  on  this  occasion  appeared  unusually  polite  and 
attentive.  He  commented  with  great  energy  on  tbe  beauty  of  tbe  surrounding  scenery,  tbn 
solemn  grandeur  and  solitary  stillness  of  which  greatly  enchanted  Agnes. 

Not  long  after  they  bad  been  in  the  forest  the  weary  orb  was  preparing  to  sink  into  rest ; 
in  a  few  minutes  a  crimson  glow  on  the  horizon  marked  the  west  Tbe  beams  of  the  setting 
sun  lighted  the  tops  of  the  for  distant  mountains,  which  closec^  the  perspective  of  the  scene, 
whilst  the  whole  of  the  boundless  horizon  was  involved  in  one  general  blush.  Soon  thia 
assumed  a  more  dappled  hue,  for  a  saffron  tint  intermixed  with  a  soft  expression  of  grey  min- 
gled with  either,  and  lost  itself  upwards  in  the  same  melting  tint  of  blue.  The  shades  of  night 
now  began  to  deepen,  and  twilight  stole  gradually  over  the  surface  of  nature.  A  solemn  still- 
ness involved  the  face  of  things,  and  naught  was  heard  but  the  rumbling  of  a  distant  stream,  or 
the  dull  tinklings  of  the  bells  of  sheep,  who  sought  their  evening  folds  with  the  declining  sun. 
The  silver  orb  now  rose  in  unclouded  majesty,  tbe  azure  concave  of  heaven  was  spangled  with 
a  profusion  of  brilliant  gema,  the  most  serene  calm  filled  the  air,  the  friendly  tribute  of  tbe 
diMolution  of  an  intensely  hot  day. 

Here  the  juvenile  couple  remained  wrapt  up  in  the  most  pleasing  contemplation. 

This  softened  the  rigour  of  Agnes's  mind,  and  from  this  very  night  she  was  Impressed  with 
a  Csr  more  favourable  opinion  of  him. 

They  bad  not  fSur  to  go  home,  which  they  soon  reached. 

<*  How  oaloi !  hmr.atiU  la  now  tbe  feet  of  mtoreb"  saULth«tMNeik\  ^Wh  «dissKSi^^>sK^^>*^ 
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tht  1  Hut  ieene,  my  dear  Agnei,  awaceas  fai  my  miifd  the  atmott  melandioly*  and  I  am  mmtj 
aad  diflraeted  that  you  ihonld  be  lo  iDimtble  to  the  weight  and  lineerity  of  my  love." 

*•  Do  not  distress  me,  honoured  sir,  any  more  on  this  painftil  subject ;  I  have  already  most 
amply  ocqaainted  you  with  my  sentiments,  and  if  yon  are  resolved  to  urge  the  matter  any  further^ 
ft  win  only  be  at  the  expense  of  my  happiness  and  peaoe^  and  yonr  sonpw  and  disappoint- 
ment* ' 

*'  Ah !  do  not  tallc  of  peace  to  one  who  is  year  devoted,  yonr  most  impassioned  lorer ;  on* 
who  adores  yon  to  madness ;  who,  if  you  will  return  his  wlriies,  and  consent  to  an  union,  wiU 
sacrifice  all  to  make  you  happy,  independent,  and  comfortable.  The  strong  measures  whidi 
I  have  taken  will,  I  think,  at  once  convince  you  of  the  strength  of  my  love,  and  the  fidelity 
of  my  wishes.*' 

**  Those,  sir,  are  the  very  reasons  which  instigate  my  reftisal ;  for  the  steps  whidi  you  have 
taken  being  highly  repugnant  to  my  feeUngs,  and  imperiouriy  distressing  to  the  Tenerable  lady 
abbess  to  whose  charge  I  was  commlted,  I  can  never  think  of  returning  your  violence  with  my 
love ;  for  were  I  to  comply  with  your  request,  I  could  not  be  happy,  as  the  idea  which  insti- 
gated my  submission  to  your  wishes  would  ever  be  productive  of  anguish,  grief,  and  remorse ; 
besides,  only  think  on  the  painful  reflections  of  the  ii^'ured  lady  abbess ;  if  you  are  capable  of 
the  slightest  impression  of  honour  and  delicate  sensibility,  think  on  the  misery  which  that  poor 
woman  must  endure»  added  to  the  severe  penance  and  sufferings  which  wfll  arise  finm  that 
ill-judged  reproach  which  will  probably  lay  to  her  spotless  conscience." 

'*  Alas,  my  dear  Agnes,  the  ways  of  this  troublesome  world  arc  dark  and  mysterious,  often 
nourished  in  hopes,  and  led  to  disappointment :  they  require  some  violence,  and  you  may  rest 
assured  that  the  holy  order  of  the  convent  is  replete  with  ignorance,  folly,  and  superstition.  It 
is  in  my  opinion  a  happy,  a  glorious  thing;  that  you  have  escaped  from  its  severe  penaocev 
which  is  only  calculated  for  those  who,  having  spent  a  wicked  life,  retire  to  the  cloister  to  wipe 
away  the  stain  of  their  guilt :  but  you,  my  dearest  soul,  who  have  never,  I  am  sure,  been  guilty 
of  the  least  bad  action  in  your  life,  why  shonld  you  seclude  yourself  within  the  walls  of  a  con*  • 
vent  to  mix  with  those  who  have  practised  baseness,  and  made  Iniquity  their  code ;  who  only 
dun  you  with  the  melancholy  of  their  feigned  repentance,  when  perhaps  too  late ;  for  do  you 
suppose  that  happiness  can  follow  us  af^er  this  life  ?  Do  you  think  that  we  shall  be  sent  into  any 
other  world  after  our  dissolution  in  this?  But  as  you  may  not  be  possibly  acquainted  with  my 
principles  of  religion,  I  will  cease  to  engage  your  attention  on  the  subject ;  I  only  takeadvan* 
tagc  of  this  opportunity  to  give  you  some  few  hints  on  the  state  of  my  religious  principles; 
which,  I  can  assure  you,  are  free,  unbiassed,  and  uncontrolled." 

Agnes  was  visibly  alarmed,  and  also  much  grieved,  to  find  that  the  marquis  added  to  the 
greatest  baseness  the  most  criminal  liberality  of  sentiment,  which,  as  ill-judg^  as  uncoa- 
trolled,  was  the  sure  offspring  of  atheism,  which  ruled  his  heart,  and  is  the  never-failfng  con- 
comitant of  the  rake,  the  villain,  and  the  gamester ;  but  a  more  cool  reflection  beguiled  her 
amazement,  and  taught  her  to  consider  apostacy  as  the  fruits  of  a  benighted  mind.  Sha 
therefore  no  longer  wondered  that  scepticism  rf^gulated  his  conduct,  and  did  not  let  it  operate 
on  her  mind  as  any  additional  disgust  against  him :  indeed,  his  seemingly  kind  attention  and 
insinuating  manner  had  materially  allayed  the  severity  of  that  judgment  which  his  unpardoD- 
abte  conduct  had  justified  her  to  maintain  ;  but  persuasive  eloquence  softens  the  rigour  of  re^ 
sentmcnt,  and  operates  as  a  talisman  to  lull  the  mind  into  peaceful  acquiescence. 

To  do  justice  on  both  sides  to  the  feelings  of  Agnes,  honour  forces  us  to  acquaint  onr  *■ 
readers  that  the  sentiments  of  unconqncrablc  hatred  which  she  had  first  imbibed  against  the 
marquis  were  now  greatly  allayed ;  indeed  his  courteous  manners,  dignified  air,  and  lordly 
address,  made  a  visible  impression  on  her  spirits  ;  but  this  she  also  sedulously  laboured  to  con- 
ceal, for  she  still  endeavoured  externally  to  profess  the  mme  cold  indifference  to  the  narqufi; 
but  at  times  the  manner  of  her  address  to  him  exposed  her  stifled  passion. 

The  marquis  still  continued  his  walks,  and  the  evening  of  the  10th  being  particnlsffy  ffae^ 
it  induced  them  both  to  prolong  their  walk  towards  the  forest  which  belonged  to  the  domdn  of 
the  marquis,  at  least  as  long  as  he  was  in  possession  of  the  chateau.  He  commented  on  the 
calm  stillness,  melting  softness,  and  enchanting  solemnity  of  the  scene,  and  also  took  o^asisa 
Mt  a}l  petioda  to  impress  Agnes  with  the  most  favourable  opinion,  at  least  as  prtipitions  X9 
liioiMi/M  lie  potnUy  conkl  niakt  It )  \Mtt  Ai«,  innx^ 


I.: 


7HS  EMIM90B  W  THS  OMTJUB, 


«vifth  Un,  aod  cstacm  biMin  tb«  pnre  ««4  iMtchle*  afilwtlw 

To  this  the  marquii  generally  made  bat..oo}d  MpUii»  and  IrM  to  diipd  th«  fiaterif  aObo^ 
€lop  by  the  aoet  Iniiimiaimg  taanirtr. 

He^ndwctedUfvictiiiitOiaamaUraQeyia  tlii  wood»  and  having  ^neciied  a  venerabla 
4iw,  roMd  the  trunk  el  «vhicfa  was  fiaed  a  cutsalar  beneb*  tftey  both  eat  down  to  itfreah 
^beoudvea,  and  taita  the  evaels  of  the  SBild  cvenikigft 

The  marquis  gazed  on  the  solitary  stillness  which  ■Mikad  the  (act  of  nature^  for  all  irai 
lulled  into  soft  repose. 

The  waving  bladkness  of  the  Ibfwt  which  swept  downwards  on  each.sida  of  the  bill  to  the 
TaBeyi  the  distant  nuirmnr  p(  gently  gliding  stfeaaa  wbiflb  stele  along  the  vale  below»  the 
graceful  motion  of  the  willow,  the  aonbre  diade  of  tbo  oypresiw  and  the  gkomy  aspeot  of  the 
larch,  heightened  their  feelings  above  the  common  sphere  of  worldly  reflections.  The  birdt 
sang  divinely,  perhaps  in  fond  token  of  praise  tdthe  sylvan  goddess  wbo  was  then  so  near  them ; 
the  shrill  note  of  the  blaclibird,  intermixed  with  the  melting  softness  of  the  thrush,  produced 
as  fine  a  contrast  as  did  that  of  the  golciflach  and  the  bullfinch* 

Philomel  had  not  yet  poured  her  plaintive  sweetness;  her  swelling  notes  were  as  yet  silent, 
and  she  bad  not  yset  commenced  to  lull  the  sorrow  of  life  into  a  pleasing  oblivion. 

After  having;  refreshed  themselves  they  proceeded  to  the  forest,  the  tops  of  which  were 
just  lighted  yp  by  the  rayik  of  the  setting  #un,  which  had  now  lost  i^elf  behind  the  western  hills. 

It  afforded  Agnes  peculiar  pleasure  to  gaze  qn  tha  gilded  orb,  which,  previoua  to  ita  disso- 
lution,.  looked  likaa  ball  of  fire,  which  fired  the  thickly-matted  underwoofi  below. 

The  marquis  dwelt,  with  peculiar  soitness  on  the  love^  beauty  of  the  soene.  The  last  jayi 
of  the  eun  had  lighted  up  t)ie  turreted  comers  of  ;an  aaoient  chateau,  which  poeped  thuaugh  « 
mall  aperture.ii^  the  forest. 

The  marquis  haviog. walked  on  a.litt^  way  with  Agnes,  they  came  to  a  small  gUido;  and 
it  was  here  that  he  made  so  tender  an  address,  and  dictated  s^oh  impassioned  laogiii^  to 
fber,  to  which  sho  ead^Tourod  as  much  as  possible  to  be  daa^  and  also  to  bliodhia  vaia  Meas 
«iid  heated  iaiaginal;iop« 

It  was  in  this  very  forest,  and  at  thia  veor  «pot»  ihat  Henry  (the  son.  of  tho  old  womaawbo 
Was  wont  to  amuse  Leonora  with  her  marveUoua  tales)  lost  himself;  and  these  weto  thnianiD 
individuals  whom  bo  diatii^uishedi  and. however  softeoed  was  the  austerity  of  thoii^ttred 
Agnes,  still,  nevertheless,  when  the  base  monster  pursued  his  u^jMstifiable  requests*  she  aOi^ 
Awered  him  with  spuited  dignity,  and.  with  sentisMnts  most.oearly  aUied  to  the  inefiaUe  dis- 
j^wbkbshe,osp«rioQoed.  .. 

The  reply  of  Agnes  gave  the  manly  Hemsy  .tho  most  fosl  concern  for  bee  weUsre.  Perhaps 
ibe  tender  manner,  in  which  ab0  iO|Aied  to  .the.maDqois'a  vain  reqneiUi  and  the  fower  were  the 
words  which  she  blended  with  it,  increaaed  the  apprehensions  of  the  hero  of  tho  forest* 

He  really  took  great  sympathy  m  thjaeanseof  AgMiyOad  would 'certaioly  hare  jrvsbed 
forward,  to  have  vescned  her  from  the  misery  which  awaited  hoci  had  not  the  presenoe  of  aeov 
'domestics  repelled  the  .vigour  of  :bie  resenUaeqt.  If  he  had  boon  bold.eoough  at  least  to  have 
•attonipted,  if  not  to  have  put. into  eaaouUoo  his  projeoted  plaor  death  would  cfrtainly  have 
hoeo  the  reward  of  hisnoUe  spirrit ;  for  the  wily  maiquis  bc&ig  noturaUy  of  a  strong*  vindic- 
tive, and  iofiaoimablo  disppsition,  woald  haye  ill  bsooked  the  interforeooe  of  Henry,  hosMver 
honourable  and  praiseworthy  was  its  object. 

W.e  may  now  aeooiaBt  for»r|ho.eUeoee  wbioh  tho.oU  poiiev  naiotainoA  on  tho  eohject  of  the 
iwo  loversi  which  Henry  mentioned 'to  him. 

It  being  the  marqnis's  poeiUve  order  that  nobo^  shouM  be  let  into  the  castle  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  the  old  porter,  on  being  informed  of  the  strange  etery  which  Heniy  com. 
muoieated  to  hinvand  well  knowing  that  the  individuals  wera  Agnes  andiua  master,  fae  pro- 
insed  an  u^tor  ignorance,  and  al«o  all  possible  eilenoe^  lest  the  idea  should  suggest  itself  that 
the  wry  people.vfaoa  his  gnast  mat  xvaio  tho  ownen  of  ikmi  moC  which  afforded  bun  protec- 
tion.      . 

For  wiMBa  Henry,  (kst  rang,  the  bell  Carlo  was  very  unwilling  to  lot  the  nnknown  person  in, 
bat  bia  pesni«d!vo.eloqninoo  and  pltiaMo  italo  nudo  tho  vooeraUa  tencitio  coespasskNiate 
kb  iitnntioi^  nim  M^  thnt  he  woiiU  iiifw  mnd  to  anrhfldy  t^ 
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btd  a  iiigbt*s  lodging  la  the  OMtlt.  80  ftur  be  pledgfed  hit  hoMW,  hat  not  being  able  te 
obtain  any  informatioa  from  the  old  man,  be  determined  to  oomnranicate  the  whole  adTentore 
to  his  mother,  and  thai  it  came  to  the  eari  of  Leonora. 

Henry  was  much  astooished  at  the  singular  tilence  oC  the  old  man,  and  began  aerionslj  to 
reflect  on  the  roof  under  which  he  was,  and  the  quality  of  the  dispoeition  of  the  owner. 

The  idea  that  the  man  whom  he  mw  with  the  fair  one  was  the  Marquis  de  St  Pailiet  sng- 
gested  itself;  indeed  he  suffered  it  in  some  measure  to  be  confirmed,  owing  to  the  tacitnnittj 
of  the  porter  on  the  sukj^et  of  hie  Isan. 

It  then  appears  now  that  his  suspicions  are  verified,  for  he  prognosticated  most  fiUthfoOy. 

The  marquis  was  quite  ignorant  of  the  accommodation  whioh  Carlo  had  afforded  to  the 
stranger ;  indeed,  had  he  been  acquainted  with  any  portion  of  it,  poor  Henry  would  haTe  UkM 
a  Tiotim  to  his  ferocity,  and  would  have  paid  dearly  indeed  for  his  accommodation. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

**  Yet,  I  ooofcM  Ibac  he  baa  won  «y  «ml 
By  generoua  lore  and  honoormbla  ?owa.*'— Otwat. 

Having  explained  who  the  two  individuals  were  who  so  greatly  heightened  the  fears  of  Henryt 
we  prosecute  the  painful  love  whioh  the  marquis  still  discovered  towards  Agnes ;  indeed  she 
now  by  degrees  became  susceptible  of  its  impression,  and  its  author  rose  to  her  mind  in  a  mneb 
more  acceptable  light  than  what  it  was  wont  to  do. 

All  the  blandishments  of  seduction,  the  tricks  of  vanity,  and  the  eloquence  of  lensnal  pnt- 
non,  were  called  into  action  to  blind  the  reason  and  fire  the  imagination  of  the  feir  one.  tlie 
•onl  of  her  tormentor  nightly  revelled  in  the  most  ecstatic  joys,  from  the  antidpatioB  of 
happiness ;  the  roses  of  transporting  voluptuoiuness  blushed  with  shame  on  his  cbeek,  and 
reflected  a  deeper  shade  of  iniquity  on  his  heart,  which  regulated  his  oondnet,  and  taught  Un 
to  admire  with  blind  enthusiasm  the  society  of  his  adored  goddess. 

The  sensibility  of  Agnes  was  not  penetrating  enough  to  discover  the  eventual  oonaeqneiieef 
that  would  ensue  from  the  circumstance  of  their  union,  or  had  ditcriminatkm  enough  to 
perceive  the  grounds  on  which  that  affection,  or  rather  low  passion,  was  formed.  She  vainlj 
and  foolishly  thought  that  the  assiduous  attention,  affectionate  conduct,  and  sympathiiing 
congeniality  of  sentiment,  could  not  be  the  effect  of  the  sensual  transport  of  the  monient»  hot 
the  offspring  of  a  lasting  affection. 

Every  day,  which  rolled  in  monotonous  succession,  served  only  to  heighten  the  esteem  9i 
Agnes,  and  so  in  proportion  augmented  the  attention  of  the  marquis,  which  acquired  mm 
strength,  and  was  exercised  with  renewed  assiduity. 

The  innocent  girl,  instead  of  maintaining  an  Implacable  hatred  and  rooted  dUgust^  dte- 
eovercd  the  dawnlngs  of  a  tender  sympathy  and  mutual  love.  Indeed  she  went  fiwn  one 
extreme  to  the  other,  for  in  the  gay  delirium  of  her  passion,  and  blinded  with  the  artful  addres 
and  insinuating  manners  of  the  marquis,  she  never  thought  of  the  convent,  or  on  the  miserable 
Lady  Abbess ;  no,  every  idea  was  hushed  in  silence ;  every  time  she  wished  to  lDdn%e  in  tha 
fond  thought,  and  bestow  some  tender  regard  on  the  memory  of  the  virtuous  woman  frooi 
whose  society  she  was  so  cruelly  and  so  shameftiUy  wrested,  the  towering  form  of  the  anther 
of  all  her  wrongs  was  opposed  to  her  presence^  to  dissipate  her  gloomy  reflections  on  the 
convent. 

He  uivariably  took  occasion  of  dedahning  against  the  wretched  Ufe  of  the  cloister.  Its  rigid 
devotion  and  useless  penance ;  he  also  never  failed  to  hint  to  her  the  oomparstlve  state  of  hep* 
piness ;  for,  blessed  with  the  smiles  of  aflluence,  love,  and  grandeur,  she  ought  to  look  down 
with  disdain  on  the  frowns  of  the  monastery,  its  severe  duties  and  miserable  victims. 

The  marquis  was  villain  enough  to  do  anything  where  self*interest  was  at  stake  1  and  be 
not  only  assiduously  endeavoured  to  engage  her  affection,  but  also  to  pervert  her  priadples  of 
holy  religion,  by  corrupting  her  heart  with  the  miserable  fallacies  and  erlminal  doetrfaia  sf 
aposUcy.  No  feeling  guided  his  conduct  except  that  of  the  utter  oompletion  of  his  wishes; 
and  where  the  object  of  his  desire  was  hi  view,  he  sacrificed  all  at  its  shrine  of  virtua,  lwiioar« 
and  rel^on,  to  gain  his  end.  He  was  well  acquahited  with  the  weakness  of  the  Mr,  and  wil 
ilMPOt^bJjr  cooymuai  with  alltha  hUa^uOimenU  oK  i«dsaQia»a.  tad  the  cant  imdi  aC  km 
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He  could  mix  iBtiauatioD  of  oonduot  wHh  pUaiiMUtf  of  Addroii,  whore  way  tend«r  rogard  for 
any  particular  object  could  be  fbuod ;  and  where  ienfibilit]r  was  moft  alive,  he  would  pursue 
hii  end  with  vigour,  and  ultfanately  vanquiib.  He  well  knew  bow  to  pleaie  the  fair;  and  the 
comelinest  of  hit  countenance,  the  grftce  of  hit  form,  and  theeleganoe  of  hit  address,  operated 
at  a  talisman  on  the  minds  of  all ;  and  when  he  resolved  to  conquer  any  impenetrable  barrier, 
beauty  of  countenance  and  dignified  manners  &voured  hit  ichemet,  and  ensured  him  ample 
•access. 

His  unwearied  assiduity  was  stOl  mafaitafaied ;  indeed,  it  had  gaiaed  lueh  an  ascendancy 
In  the  mind  of  Agnes,  that  she  now  almost  perfectly  ooalesoed  in  all  with  the  object  of  her 
growing  esteem ;  the  mist  of  hatred,  which  before  olouded  her  senses,  and  dimmed  the  light  of 
her  eyes,  was  now  utterly  dispelled,  and  the  sunshine  of  love  suooeeded. 

A  sympathetic  affection  was  maintained  by  each,  and  they  both  indulged  their  evening 
walks  amongst  some  of  the  most  romantic  scenery  of  the  forett 

They  took  infinite  delight  in  watching  the  decliniog  sun ;  and  it  afforded  Agnes  no  small 
increased  portion  of  satisfaction  to  witness  the  delicate  sensibility  and  the  lively  relish  which 
the  marquis  partook,  in  admiring  the  beauties  of  nathre. 

Agnes  did  all  in  her  power  to  mingle  with  her  admiration  the  awftil  contemplation  of  eter^ 
nity,  and  to  remind  him  of  the  Author  of  all  nature ;  for  it  was  now  her  indispensable  duty  to 
endeavour  as  much  as  passible  to  enlighten  the  benighted  mind  of  the  marquis ;  but  stiU  she 
feared  to  have  any  harangue  with  him  on  the  subject  of  eternity,  as  it  afforded  a  matter  of  the 
warmest  debate ;  and  be  ever  concluded  with  this  absurd  reply,  that  he  liked  darkness  better 
than  light,  and  not  all  the  sophistry  of  the  ige  could  alter  his  principles. 

Still  Agnes  thought  that  by  gentleness  and  softness  she  might  beguile  his  miserable  prin- 
ciples ;  for  she  was  taught  to  look  with  horror  on  the  ultimate  life  of  the  atheist ;  indeed  this 
afforded  a  new  spring  to  profeis  coldness  to  his  love. 

She  feared  to  join  in  any  union  with  him  who  had  no  thoughts  of  eternity,  and  was  so  ill 
prepared  for  the  world  to  come ;  indeed  he  disclaimed  the  idea  of  another  llfo,  and  ever  strongly 
maintained  that  the  soul  would  be  freed  from  the  drudgery  of  life,  and  return  to  its  native 
state,  unfettered  and  unspotted. 

But  then  Agnes  pressed  the  matter  close,  and  wished  to  know  what  he  meant  by  its  native 
ftate ;  to  which  the  atheist  replied,  to  a  state  of  quiet  and  undisturbed  repose. 

Agnes  finding  that  the  wretched  victim  of  apostacy  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reason,  and 
pertinacious  in  the  adherence  to  his  own  principles,  ceased  to  urge  the  matter  any  moie^ 
finding  that  it  was  truly  of  no  avail  to  direct  good  advice  to  the  heart  of  him  who  was  inten- 
fible  of  the  value  of  the  Impression  which  it  ought  to  make. 

As  long  as  Agnes  did  not  trouble  the  marquis  about  the  fallacy  and  criminality  of  fait 
principles,  he  never  molested  hers,  but  suffered  her  to  follow  her  own  code  of  religion. 

On  this  score  she  comforted  herself,  added  to  the  temporary  but  comfortable  idea,  that  the 
might  still  find  the  wandering  sheep,  and  bring  the  hardened  sinner  to  repentance. 

To  fly  from  the  marquis  was  impossible,  to  avoid  his  passion  was  equally  impracticable ; 
the  therefore  consoled  herself  with  the  idea,  that  she  was  forced  to  give  Way  to  his  detiret ; 
Indeed  the  only  fault  she  now  found  in  him  was  his  atheistical  prindplet. 

His  soft  manner  and  pleasing  address  charmed  her  and  won  her  soul,  for  he  was  chaste  in 
his  remarks  and  delicate  in  his  conversation ;  when  he  wished  to  move,  indeed,  all  the  mott 
courteous,  dignified,  and  sanctimonious  manner  was  hit.  He  wat  never  at  a  lost  for  the  power 
of  expression,  which  on  all  occationt  he  managed  with  facility. 

He  now  thought  that  he  wat  sure  of  certain  hflppinets,  and  reflected  on  the  ecstatic  blitt  of 
the  union  with  the  most  adorable  of  objects ;  yet  still,  when  the  senses  were  intoxicating 
themselves  in  the  fervour  of  love  and  the  heat  of  imagination,  cold  fear,  blighting,  chilling  fear^ 
damped  the  glow  of  his  ardent  wishes,  and  stifled  the  impassioned  voice  of  love. 

It  preaented  itself  like  a  terrible  monster  to  hit  tight,  and  chided  him  In  thete  termt  :— 

**  Ftoor,  vain,  weak,  and  Impoting  fool !  think  not  to  gain  tuccett  from  tBle  imwarraatahle 
measnret  which  you  have  so  wickedly  adopted  I  think  not  that  your  batenett  and  cmelty  will 
gain  the  affectiont  of  the  mott  vfartuout,  chatte,  and  amiable  of  all  beii^ ;  reflect  for  one 
moment  on  the  unpardonable  plant  whiefa  yon  have  purtued,  and  reaton,  nnprefiidleed,  and  in 
the  deareit  ireiee,  win  proBOUDcei  BO  I   Tbeft  ccaee  to  v«iMeQSi%tBia^ii^pBA\i^ 
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rctoiii  bv  to  the  protectMa  frow  which  yon  stole  bor,  whidi  Witt  be  the  only  «mm  of  iilfi>> 
tion  for  your  loul  in  the  worid  to  come.** 

The  mmrquif  was  vastly  alArmed  at  this  terrible  nsioii,  ead  eB<le«voaied  as  wmdk  u 
possible  to  chase  the  speetre  Cross  bis  ideas ;  and  when  reason  oalaaed  the  apprebeBsioat  of 
fear»  bis  ssisersible  sophisms  taught  him  to  consider  it  as  only  a  bugbear  oC  tiie  imiginatiea, 
which  intruded  itself  to  wound  hu  peace. 

He  suffered  unreal  phantoms  of  bliss  to  float  on  the  surface  of  his  misguided  mind,  and  tm 
proportion  as  it  fluctuated,  so  did  the  causes  which  produced  the  agitatien  of  the  spirits 
wander  also.  Yet  bts  flred  soul  knew  not  the  power  of  oonseience ;  when  he  taULed  with 
Agnes  be  passed  over  all  matters  how  he  eane  by  her  person  with  beedlen  WMsoaoenip  and 
added,  that  his  conduct  was  dictated  by  the  force  of  bis  leeliegs. 

Ue  still  contioaed  his  efemng  walks,  and  each  night  the  ignorant  unsaspectiog  Agnes 
dis<!overed  fresh  causes  to  love  him. 

Weeks  succeeded  weeks  strengthening  their  mutual  attachment,  till  at  last  poor  Agnes, 
utterly  worn  out  with  the  importunities  of  the  marquis,  was  forced  to  yield  to  bia  wishes,  and 
the  fatal  union  was  finally  completed. 

The  evening  before  the  monk  performed  the  ceremony  they  both  took  a  walk,  being 
induced  by  the  peeuliar  mikiness  of  the  evening. 

The  sun  bad  long  sunk  into  the  lower  world,  and  the  moon  was  just  ascending  the  gbwing 
horizon,  which  was  still  tinged  with  the  faint  rays  of  the  faded  splendour  of  the  west.  The 
firmament  was  studded  with  countless  myriads  of  bright  gems,  and  not  a  cloud  darkened  the 
smooth  concave  of  heaven.  The  wind  had  sunk,  and  all  was  hushed  in  the  most  deep  repose, 
save  the  distant  murmur  of  a  rivulet  which  stole  along  the  margin  of  the  forest 

'  The  silver  beams  of  the  moon  presented  to  the  lovers  the  most  romantic  picture ;  it  lighted 
up  a  cluster  of  turrets,  which  peeped  through  the  thickly  woven  branches  of  the  underwood; 
and  the  partial  shade  of  its  reflection  on  the  water  and  its  chaste  grandeur  elevated  ttie  ndnds 
of  the  youthful  pair^  the  most  serious  contemplation. 

*'  What  a  pleasing,  delightful,  and  enchanting  pr^de  to  hapinttess  does  this  scene  afiaid  1*" 
exclaimed  the  marquis. 

"  Ah  1"  returned  Agnes,  with  a  sigh,  **  may  the  tenour  of  our  lives  be  marked  with  the 
same  peaceful  serenity.** 

«*  For  you,  my  dear  Agoes,"  resumed  the  marquis,  '*  will  I  study  to  make  tbe  oonrie  of 
your  future  eiisteaoe  analogous  to  the  mildness  and  composure  of  this  scene." 

The  two  lovers  now  roamed  to  periods  which  were  yet  far  distant ;  they  painted  that  Ideal 
happiness  which  awaited  them  in  the  most  fairy  forms,  and  laid  down  a  plan  of  life,  which,  if 
strictly  followed,  could  not  but  be  productive  of  lasting  happiness  and  ease.  May  it  be  tbe 
case  1  But  Agnes,  the  unsuspecting  Agnes,  but  little  reflected,  that  whom  she  bad  seleofed 
for  her  partner,  in  this  mutable  life  of  bliss  and  woe,  was  an  unprincipled  villain  and  base 
monster,  who  sacrificed  all  at  the  shrine  of  his  passion ;  and,  like  a  river  pent  up,  breaks  OQl| 
and  bears  all  down  with  commanding  impetuosity  and  irresistible  force. 

But,  no  more  to  dwell  on  this  painful  subject,  suffice  it  to  jay,  that  the  eeremony  was  per* 
formed,  and  futurity  will  shortly  evince  whether  the  union  was  productive  of  happiness  or  no» 


CHAPTER    V. 

**  Wh«  aid*  tke  cauM  of  inBooenoe  oppreti* 
la  by  the  act  alone  aupremrly  bl«*sed  ; 
No  greater  rapture  man  on  earth  can  know 
Tb«B  that  of  feeling  and  nUevior  woe.** 

LEAVING  the  bride  and  bridegroom  for  the  present,  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  acquaint  onf 
renders  with  the  period  at  which  the  Marquis  de  St  Puffct  was  robbed  by  the  nirfbrtanato 
Ducldi,  which  happened  to  be  about  this  very  time ;  for,  having  some  important  business  to 
adjust  at  Paris  immediately  after  his  marriage,  and  having  left  ii  unfinished  whflst  with  Agnes^ 
he  was  now  (breed  to  complete  It  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  was  a  matter  which  higUv 
eammrasd  hinu, 

^'^^iV^B^JtoMd  Jill  kiftkf  bride  of  bit  tonrced  dei^sxtatt^  Aa  ^nfioDftifiaLi  \>3Bnral%faa  te  fa^ 


TRA  BOIUVCB  aF  THB  CASTUC;    :  H 

ivMeb  faiw  her  great  imetshMif  to  be  m>  soon  eepwoted  frem  tW  aooar  upon  whom  bf  ksg 
study,  and  great  procett  of  time,  she  bad  been  taught  to  plaoo  her  offecfionSi 

Hating,  therefore,  gained  his  m\U%  content,  he  set  onl  A>r  PariC  He  took  his  pocket«book 
fvKh  him,  wbhiog  sonnfthbigr  to  be  aMerod  hi  tbo  title-deeds^  which  he  always  carried  hi  ii« 
The  aheratkm  wfiich  he  wished  to  make  wae  to  Monre  th»  chatcaa  in  hie  family,  and  also  to 
cntafl  it  on  his  heirk 

He  had  to  cross  a  dreary  heath,  having  reached  which  a  little  before  sun-set,  he  met  the 
unfortunate  Duel6fj  who  attacked  and  robbed  bhn. 

It  may  be  remenbertd  that  he  made  some  resistanee  at  first,  bat  finding  the  daring 
^Uun  firm  tohis  purpeee  and  staunch  in  the  commission  of  hts  guilt,  he  gave  op  his  pocket* 
book,  in  which  were  the  title-deeds  belonging  to  the  family  chateau  of  the  Count  de  Qru  i 
deeds  whieh  he  had  aetertheless  most  sfagnlarly  fonnd,  and  kept  in  the  most  dishonest 
Aanner,  and  which  wis  of  coorse  produetive,ef  such  real  and  anfeifpMd  sorrow  to  the  worthy 
Count  de  Gras. 

It  (fid  not  occur  to  the'  marquis  at  first,  when  be  dsiivered  up  the  poeket*book  to  Dnelds, 
that  it  contained  the  deeds,  or  else  he  wonld  hsve  certainly  separated  them  from  the  rest 
of  the  papers.  ' 

The  marquis's  feelings  on  finduig  his  severe,  his  irreparable  loss,  wsre  indescribable ; 
the  most  torturing  pangs  of  conseienee  now  agonised  bis  ndnd;  his  body  trembled,  his 
whole  firoRie  shook,  and  a  serious  consciousness  that  they  would  now  fofi  into  the  hands 
of  the  rightful  owner,  and  thus  put  a  period  to  his  fonoied  bliss,  oecopicd  his  senses.  He 
raved  like  a  nmdman,  and  could  scarcely  contain  faimseUl  He  cursed  his  vile  luck,  and 
his  mifortunate  existenee.  Yet  a  scheme  of  revenge  rose  in  his  mind;  he  knew  the  viUain 
by  his  exterior  appearance,  and  thooght  that,  from  the  manner  of  his  eonduot,  he  was  not 
an  adept  in  his  profession,  but  was  urged  to  commit  his  robbery  by  some  pressing  mis- 
fortune ;  for  the  hopes  and  fears,  and  the  misery  and  distress*  that  were  depicted  on  his 
countenance,  still  existed  in  the  remembrance  of  the  marquis.  He  fofiowed  the  path  which 
Ducl6s  took,  and  made  every  possible  inquiry  to  discover  him ;  bni  it  was  useless,  for  ho 
eluded  his  sullen  watchfulness. 

Finding  that  it  was  vain  to  make  any  further  inquiries,  he  wrote  to  his  wife  requesting 
her  to  meet  him  immediately  in  Paris,  as  business  of  the  most  Important  nature  forced 
him  to  prolong  his  visit. 

His  wife  on  receiving  the  letter  was,  of  course,  much  agitated,  and  she  set  off  immediately 
in  obedience  to  her  husband's  strict  injunctions. 

He  informed  her  immediately  on  her  arrival  of  his  loss,  and  sosse  other  ch'cumstanoes. 
She  was  much  affected,  and  their  meeting  was,  as  may  be  expected,  of  a  nature  the  most 
touching. 

The  character  of  the  marquis,  which  before  was  wrapt  in  clouds  of  mystery,  now  began  to 
be  rapidly  developed ;  every  feature  of  gloominess,  rude  passion,  and  fierce  revenge  quickly 
discovered  themselves,  and  he  treated  the  poor  unfortunate  Agnes  with  a  distant  coldness, 
which  grieved  and  alarmed  her  more  than  she  could  possibly  have  conceived,  and  was  truly 
conecrncd  to  find  so  g^eat  a  change. 

She  anxiously  interrogated  him  concerning  the  nature  of  the  title*deeds,  and  why  they  so 
extensively  contributed  to  wound  his  peace. 

To  this  he  preserved  a  mute  silence,  and  told  her  in  plain  terms,  as  the  situation  in  which 
he  was  placed  would  not  allow  him  to  give  a  reply  to  any  of  her  oflScious  questions,  to  be 
quiet  on  the  subject. 

This  greatly  agitated  the  mind  of  Agnes,  to  find  that  the  man  to  whom  she  had  liberally 
given  her  undeviating  affection  was  unwilling  to  reveal  to  her  the  secret  history  of  his  woes, 
and  thus  suffer  her  at  least  to  mitigate  them  by  being  the  partner  of  his  sorrows.  **  Surely, 
if  he  loves  nic,"  thought  the  wretched  Agnes,  *'  he  wonld  not  wish  to  conceal  Irom  me  for  ono 
moment  any  of  the  circumstances  of  his  affliction.  Ought  not  our  distress  to  be  mutual,  and 
ought  we  not  to  be  acquainted  with  each  other's  woes  ?  But  some  mystery— ah  !  some  darfc» 
some  palpable  mystery — hovers  round  this  strange  silence,  and  .hid-  faiexpUnable  conduct,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  I  must  humbly  submit  till  the  darkness  is  brought  to  light." 

We'tnost  again  leare  the  marquis  and  Agnes  to  their  iQme«A«%-  4&Ba9^>a»nnKife^  ^ss^ 
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return  to  De  Oenuer,  whom  wo  left  oo  the  rood  id  aearoh  of  the  TenenUe  Count  de  One 
•nd  his  amiable  daughter  Leonora. 

When  be  left  the  cottage,  he  proceeded  for  ten  loagnet;  having  completed  which,  he 
•topped  at  a  gmall  inn  to  refresh  himself  and  where  ho  also  endeaTOured  to  gain  as  much 
intelligence  as  be  possibly  could  concerning  the  situation  of  the  chateau.  He  questioned  the 
landlord  about  it,  and  after  a  long  conversation  on  the  subject  he  gafaied  the  most  satisfactoiy 
intelligence. 

Amongst  the  travellers  who  lodged  at  the  inn  was  an  eUerlj  gentleman,  who  from  hii 
manner  and  address  appeared  like  a  priest,  and  discovered,  after  a  slight  conversation  with  him, 
that  it  was  Monsieur  St  Meiville,  the  pastor  of  the  village  in  which  was  situated  the  count's 
rustic  cottage. 

This  was  a  most  charming  and  pleasant  meeting  tor  the  worthj  prelate^  who  took  infinite 
delight  in  the  conversation  of  De  Gemier,  and  was  vastly  pleased  to  find  that  be  was  going 
in  search  of  the  worthy  Count  de  Gras. 

This  greatly  amused  the  miod  of  the  worthy  divine,  as  it  proved  the  fidelity  of  his  friendli 
afiTection  for  the  family,  and  the  anxious  solicitude  which  he  took  in  their  welfiu^ 

The  two  travellers,  by  mutual  consent,  supped  together,  and  De  Gemier  now  proceeded 
to  give  Monsieur  St  Merville  (as  his  mind  was  nearly  allied  to  the  knowledge  of  all  the  trou- 
bles and  misfortunes  which  had  marked  the  tenor  of  the  count's  life)  some  slight  hints  on  his 
recent  good  luck  in  securing  the  title-deeds,  which  would  regain  the  invaded  property  of  the 
count,  and  grant  hiin  ease,  comfort;  and  plenty  in  his  declining  years.  Yet  he  passed  over 
the  method  by  which  he  became  possessed  of  the  writings,  as  the  good  De  Gemier  shuddered 
in  his  own  mind  at  the  iniquity  of  his  friend  Duclds,  and  was  as  anxious  as  possible  to  spare 
the  lash  of  resentment  which  other  individuals  would  have  exercised  on  his  character. 

Monsieur  St  Merville  now  proceeded  to  give  De  Gemier  some  intelligence  concerning  hb 
son,  and  also  dwelt  with  emphasis  on  the  reasons  which  forced  him  to  retire  from  the  gay 
scenes  of  the  world,  to  take  up  his  abode  in  the  wilds  of  solitude ;  and  he  hinted  also  the 
kindness  which  he  had  received  from  the  worthy  Count  de  Gras. 

The  venerable  prelate  drew  a  roost  unfavouraole  picture  of  mankind,  and  the  fine  gloss 
which  his  youthful  imagination  had  shaded  it  with  his  experience  had  softened,  and  maturer 
years  made  it  die  away.  The  eagerness  and  delight  with  which  he  courted  scenes  of  pleasure 
in  his  early  life,  he  said,  was  now  grown  into  an  utter  contempt  of  all  its  sorrow  and  vanity. 

He  gave  De  Gemier  many  sad  examples-  of  young  men  being  hurried  away  by  the  force 
of  worldly  temptation ;  indeed,  from  his  conversation  with  our  hero,  it  plainly  appe|red,  that 
with  all  his  anger  and  disappointment  he  compassionated  the  frailty  and  vice  of  the  age. 

His  mind  was  open  to  the  strong  conviction  of  our  nature  being  misera9y  prone  to  evil, 
and  wholly  uuable  to  check  all  the  more  rude  propensities  of  the  mind ;  he  was  merciful  in 
his  remarks,  and  pitiful  in  his  condemnation. 

De  Gernier  now  entered  into  a  more  general  detail  with  the  venerable  divine  on  many 
important  circumstances  of  his  life,  and  also  answered  in  some  measure  for  that  pensive  melan- 
choly which  had  recently  shaded  the  mind  of  the  count. 

This  of  course  gave  infinite  satisfaction  to  the  worthy  prelate,  as  it  afforded  him  a  secret 
clue  wherewith  to  account  for  the  unfavourable  symptoms  which  had  marked  his  conduct. 
He  now  uo  longer  wondered  that  it  was  tinctured  by  soft  sensibility,  the  sweet  endearing 
charm  of  the  feeling  and  virtuous  mind,  which  is  particularly  able  to  feel  for  the  woes  of 
others,  and  sympathize  with  mankind  on  its  sad  vicissitudes,  incidental  miseries,  and  unforeseen 
calamities. 

The  two  travellers  passed  their  time  in  the  most  pleasing  conversation ;  both  oommuni* 
cated  every  minute  something  to  each  other  that  was  highly  satisfactory,  and  De  Gemier  took 
advantage  of  the  moment,  and  asked  Monsieur  St  Merville  the  best  route  to  take  to  discover 
the  family  mansion  of  the  Count  de  Gras. 

The  worthy  divine  gratified  bis  desires,  and  adding  to  his  former  knowledge,  he  feared 
not  to  reach  the  place  of  his  destination  with  safety. 

Fatigued  by  his  day's  jonmey,  he  now  wished  the  worthy  pastor  good  night,  and  retired  to 
soft  repose. 

Jt  M^bnhd  Afoaafear  St  Merville  inexpretiibVe  pleasure  to  witoen  the  expanded  aM  of 
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De  Oernier ;  and  he  represented  him  as  a  youth  of  a  great  deal  of  eiperience,  which  was  of 
dooble  advantage  to  him  ;  for  in  general  it  comes  at  a  period  when  it  is  of  little  nse  to  the 
possessor--*its  concomitant  being  old  age. 

He  admired  his  ingenuousness,  his  magnanimity,  and  his  noble  pride;  and  the  peculiar 
ezproBsion  of  his  oountenance  plainly  told  him  that  his  heart  was  the  seat  of  every  social 
virtue. 

His  eyes  beamed  with  eitenaive  knowledge,  and  his  heart  was  dilated  with  discriminate 
sensibility  and  heroism ;  and  contempt  of  fear  on  the  one  hand,  mildness  and  generosity  on 
the  other,  marked  the  tenor  of  his  conduct 

Scarce  had  the  morning  dawn  trembled  on  the  landscape,  era  onr  hero  arose  finom  his 
couch,  and  was  prepared  to  prosecute  his  journey. 

From  the  intelligence  of  the  worthy  prelate,  and  the  rustic  blunders  of  the  landlord  at  the 
Inn,  he  was  enabled  to  pursue  his  route  to  the  place  of  his  destination. 

His  mind  was  occupied  by  his  hopes  and  fears  of  discovering  the  family  mansion,  and  evea 
if  he  did,  of  finding  the  worthy  count  and  Leonora,  and  he  was  also  much  concerned  to 
witness  the  extreme  degree  of  dejection  which  marked  his  spirits ;  and  was  also  apprehen* 
rive  that  his  vtrit  to  the  chateau  might  be  productive  of  increased  anguish,  as  it  would  cer- 
tainly remind  him  of  the  former  days  of  his  splendour,  and  each  circumstanoe  in  painful 
succcsrion  would  recall  the  past  endearments  of  his  life. 

His  fears  concerning  the  health  of  his  adorable  Leonora  also  quickly  followed.  He  thought 
she  was  ill,  and  that  reviriting  the  scenes  of  her  nativity  was  too  much  for  her. 

Her  delicate  senribility  rose  first  to  his  imagination :  he  pictured  her  weeping  over  the 
scenes  of  her  juvenile  pleasures,  soothing  the  aiBiction  of  her  venerable  and  aged  lather  and 
giving  him  all  the  consolation  which  the  warmest  affection  could  bestow. 

Whilst  travelling  on  he  mused  on  the  sacred  love  which  she  bore  towards  him,  and  was 
anticipating  with  delight  the  probable  consequences  which  would  ensue  from  the  presentation 
of  the  title^eeds  to  the  Count  de  Gras. 

That  infinite  and  eiquisite  happiness  which  he  so  justly  deserved,  he  fondly  thought  that 
he  should  now  enjoy  as  the  fruits  of  bis  long  forbearance  and  his  tender  love,  for  never  could 
affection  be  stronger  than  that  which  he  bore  towards  the  amiable  Leonora. 

He  indulged  himself  in  these  thoughts  all  the  way,  till  he  at  last  arrived  at  the  village^ 
which  was  about  three  leagues  from  the  chateau. 

The  sun  was  now  on  the  eve  of  setting ;  the  grand  luminary  resembled  a  brilliant  ball  of 
fire,  and  as  the  eye  gazed  on  its  splendour  in  the  most  ecstatic  delight,  it  lost  itself  behind  the 
boundless  horizon,  involving  the  west  in  one  general  glory,  the  view  of  which  was  peculiariy 
beautiful  through  the  underwood  of  the  forest,  which  was  shaded  with  a  roseate  hue. 

He  ascended  a  steep  hill ;  baring  gained  the  summit  of  which,  nature  offered  one  of  the 
most  subh'me  and  enchanting  views,  for  his  eyes  cast  themselves  on  one  of  the  most  beautjful 
▼alleys  he  ever  beheld. 

Extensive  woods  of  fir,  pine,  larch,  chesnut,  and  beech,  swept  down  on  each  side  of  the  hill 
to  its  base,  giring  all  their  pomp  of  shade  to  the  objects  which  immediately  adjoined  it. 

In  the  micfst  of  the  valley  was  situated  a  romantic  little  rillage,  the  rustic  aspect  of  which 
was  astonishingIy\fiDe ;  the  spiry  steeple  of  the  church,  the  gentle  murmur  of  a  stream  which 
stole  along  below,  the  rich  tints  of  the  forest,  all  heightened  by  the  splendour  of  the  setting 
sun,  concluded  a  scene  of  infinite  grandeur  and  sublimity. 

A  few  detached  cottages  were  smoking  on  the  edge  of  the  forest ;  groups  of  sheep  were 
seeking  their  evening  folds,  and  the  birds  sung  most  sweetly.  He  paused,  and  heard  the 
vespers  of  a  neighbouring  convent ;  his  mind  was  wrapt  up  in  the  deepest  contemplation,  and 
a  few  rustic  villagers  were  playing  on  the  green  which  fironted  the  houses* 

Their  happy  state,  and  comparative  freedom,  afforded  him  the  highest  sources  of  refleetion. 

He  now  descended  the  hill,  and  was  not  long  before  he  gained  the  inn,  which,  though  small, 
was  comfortably  fitted  up,  and  afforded  him  very  deeent  .aceommodation,  as  he  proposed 
passing  the  night  there. 

Just  before  he  entered  the  yard,  the  village  clock  beat  the  ninth  hour. 

The  rustics  had  now  just  finished  theh*  pastoral  games. 
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The  innocence  of  their  coonf  ensnees,  the  ifanplictty  of  their  mmien,  sod  their  icwtthig 
■trict  fategrity  of  principle,  greatly  pleased  htm. 

He  watched  their  motions  in  their  rural  dances,  and  wat  iMtIf  plmed  with  tbeir  Mem 
fimft  steps,  and  the  taognisfalng  softness  of  tiielr  nnsie. 

They  paid  De  Oernier  the  highest  eompUments,  as  they  w«re  awed  by  the  prweooe  of  J» 
noble  and  so  commanding  a  stranger. 

He  nedved  their  nistie  attentloii  with  iMartfelC  satisfaotion,  and  give  than  aomt  bottles 
of  wine  to  regale  thenativei,  which  they  all  tfaaidLftiHy  reoeked. 

He  now  proceeded  to  the  inn,  having  received  the  meet  pure  and  tiw  most  onaUoyed 
pltaimne  fivfii  the  hnmble  toeiety  of  the  rustic  villagera. 

Having  finished  his  supper,  he  went  to  the  ttal>le  to  look  «t  his  hone. 

The  mooQ  was  now  isbeMding  above  the  horizon,  and  its  silver  rayo  wore  reioeiiBs^  the 
most  grateful  shade  onall  aroond.  The  oencave  of  heaven  wae  spangled  with  myriadi  oC 
stars,  its  serenity  was  nnolooded,  and  Iho  nightingale  was  ponriog  forth  her  nightly  oomplaint 
So  the  most  tender  strain* 

The  rostie  community  wope  now  closing  their  eyelids  hi  sleep,  the  friendly  trftraie  o(  tho 
loil  of  the  day — the  Inxory  of  fatigue. 

The  lan<flord  now  came  in  to  see  if  his  guest  was  comfortable,  and  De  Gcmier  took  advaa^ 
tage  to  ask  him  a  few  questions  concerning  the  chateau. 

The  landlord  deseribed  with  feeling  the  time  the  poor  Count  de  Gras  departed  from 
the  family  mansion,  bnt  never  mentioned  anything  concerning  the  Marqnis  de  SC  Poffet. 

De  Gemier  was  much  pleased  to  reflect,  that  he  hod  now  about  bis  person  those  very 
papers  which  would  restore  the  property  to  the  family.  For  when  minds  are  prone  to  vtrtoe^ 
they  accelerate  as  much  as  possible  the  completion  of  its  object,  and  they  do  not  defer  it,  nor 
fender  their  toil  at  x»noe  a  dull  and  lifeless  exertion. 

The  landlord  gave  our  hero  many  aneodotes  of  the  family,  extolling  in  the  highest  degVM 
their  signal  virtues  ;  indeed  the  landlord's  tribute  of  praise  was  only  the  ocho  of  that  whidi  1m 
had  constantly  observed. 

He  also  commented  largely  on  the  universal  good  which  the  count  did,  and  also  on  tho 
sorrow  and  anguish  which  his  departure  occasioned  to  all  around.  Who  were,  wont  to  feel  ths 
influence  of  his  benevolence,  which  in  adversity  was  still  unchtlled. 

He  now  drew  a  picture  of  the  base  Marquis  de  St  Puffet,  who,  instead  of  len^ng  an  oar  of 
compassion  to  the  poor,  insulted  their  wants,  and  spumed  with  oontemptuons  disdain  fhehr 
humble  and  limited  petitions. 

This  plainly  shows  us  how  apt  human  nature  is  to  own  that  sympathetic  approbation  whfeh 
we  must  all  leel  for  any  good  which  another  individual  does ;  for,  although  we  hav^  not  thO 
spirit  of  liberality  instilled  into  our  minds,  we  nevertheless  cannot  refrain  from  owning  ft  in 
others.  But  there  is  a  time  when  blessings  bestowed  upon  individnals  are  not  felt  till  their 
author  is  estranged  from  us ;  we  then  feel  his  goodness  in  its  true  sense,  perhaps  from  the  coi^ 
▼iction  of  our  absolute  want  of  it  Exactly  so  did  the  people  feel  on  the  departure  of  the 
count,  which  was  sincerely  lamented  by  all  aroond,  for  he  lived  in  the  bosoms  of  the  people, 
and  was  adored  by  all ;  they  were  ready  and  ever  anxions  to  detail  with  prolixity  his  nsany 
eminent,  his  many  great  virtues.  Indeed  they  were  aU  awed  when  they  were  opposed  to  hb 
presence,  for  he  added  to  the  purest  principles  of  integrity  a  most  dignified  oonntenanoe  and 
towering  form.  His  gait  was  majestic,  and  his  manners  were  as  fascinating  and  pleasing  as 
his  features  were  comely  and  manly*     Indeed  the  landlord  did  justice  to  his  merits. 

E>e  Gemier  now  retired  to  bed,  giving  the  inn-keeper  strict  orders  to  call  him  early  in  the 
momiug. 

He  passed  a  sleepless  night,  and  his  ideas  wandered  from  subject  to  snbjeet,  as  bis  feacf 
was  altcroateJy  indulging  itself  on  the  part  soeues  of  his  life,  and  also  those  of  the  oount 

He  thought  of  Leonora,  and  also  imagined  that  she  was  ill,  whidi  operating  stromly  on 
his  mind,  made  him  very  uneasy.  His  ideu  wander^  from  the  oradle  to  TBTinhffgd,  tnOL  tlM 
field  of  battle  to  tender  love  and  to  Leonora,  the  object  of  his  fond  solioitade. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
"  Afk  the  faithAil  youth, 


Why  the  cold  am  of  h^  whom  loog  he  loved, 
Dimw*  hk  lonely  foolatcpa,  at  the  aUeat  hear. 
To  pay  the  raoarnfal  tribute  efhia  tears."— Zii 


LoNO  before  the  grey  twilight  of  morn  had  dawned  be  arose  from  his  sleeplea  conch,  and 
with  a  thundering  voice  awoke  the  landlord,  who  was  ttili  reclining  his>  head  oa  Morpheas*! 
soft  pillow. 

He  immediately  obeyed  our  herp*s  snmmoni,  and  dressing  himself  he  waited  on  him. 

De  Gamier  having  now  arranged  all  for  the  remainder  of  his  jonroey,  he  wished  the  inn« 
keeper  good  morning,  and  pursued  his  course. 

The  son  was  now  just  ascending  above  the  horizon,  the  fleecy  clouds  which  now  floated  on 
the  blue  concave,  as  the  glorious  orb  pierced  them  with  hb  fiery  darts>  began  first  to  blush, 
then  to  redden*  and  lastly  to  be  involved  in  one  universal  glow.  The  faint  expression  of  the 
moon  was  still  perceptible,  bat  was  shaded  into  a  silvery  tint.  The  balmy  freshness  of  the 
morning,. the  sweet  scents  that  floated  on  the  air,  the  universal  stillscss  of  the  scene,  the 
morning  carol  of  the  watchful  lark,  revivified  his  soul,  and  elevated  it  to  the  contemplation  of 
the  most  grand  and  sublime  idcas^ 

The  grandeur  of  the  soene  wat  exoessive;  but  as  soon  as  be  travelled  slowly  onwards  tike 
pleasing  calm  died  away,  and  the  bqsy  world  was  awakened  to  its  daily  toil*  The  labooren 
were  sallying  forth  to  prspare  for  their  aoctistooMd  exertion. 

The  cattle  were  grazing,  and  the  whole  creation  was  awake.  One  of  the  most  beantlfal 
days  that  ever  shone  on  the  valley  of  St  M—  was  now  experienced,  and  to  a  beautiful 
mildness  and  calm  serenity  suooeeded  a  sultry  beat,  and  the  beams  of  the  sun  were  darting 
forth  its  warmth  with  its  wonted  energetic  foroe. 

The  flowery  tnrf,  the  verdure  of  the  valley,  added  to  the  oontrasted  aspect  of  the  hoary 
mountains  and  forest  of  pine,  exhibited  a  fine  piece  of  romantic  scenery,  which  marked  tbji 
whole  aspect  of  the  country  from  the  village  where  he  lodged  to  the  mansion  of  the  Coont 
de  Gras. 

He  now  come  in  sight  of  the  chateau,  whose  turreted  battlements  and  grey  summits  Were 
now  clearly  perceived  rising  in  majestic  grandeur  above  the  tops  of  an  aged  forest,  in  the.  midst 
of  which  it  was  situated. 

He  now  advanced  to  the  great  gate,  and  rang  the  bell  loudly.  The  pouse  was  solemnly 
impressive,  added  to  the  rumbling  noiie  of  the  sound,  which  now  died  away  in  the  air. 

The  porter  now  came  to  the  gate,  and  answered  the  summons. 

He  inquired  for  the  Count  de  Gras,  and  giving  the  venerable  domestic  his  name,  he  was 
ushered  into  the  hall,  where  sat  the  count  and  the  beauteous  Leonora,  who  had  not  yet 
finished  their  breakfast. 

The  unexpected  meeting  was  of  course  marked  by  the  most  unbounded  joy  and  rapture  on 
each  side,  and  Leonora  flying  to  his  embrace,  be  locked  her  closely  in  his  arms. 

When  the  first  gust  of  pleasure  and  joyful  surprise  had  subsided  on  all  sides,  he  proceeded 
to  give  the  count  the  history  of  his  late  adventures,  the  manner  in  whidi  he  found  the  house 
on  his  return  from  Paris,  and  also  begged  the  count  to  give  him  the  reasons  which  instigated 
his  departure  from  the  cottage,  which  the  worthy  man  instantly  did. 

He  in  return  gave  him  the  history  of  all  that  had  happened  since  his  absence ;  and  it  was 
his  intention  to  have  delivered  to  him  the  title-deeds  on  the  spot,  but  then,  as  he  was  not  yet 
acquainted  with  the  remaining  part  of  his  life,  he  reserved  them  for  some  future  period ;  he 
therefore  as  yet  kept  the  count  In  perfect  ignorance  of  the  reaeone  which  dictated  his  sadden 
departure,  and  also  the  good  which  it  was  productive  of. 

The  count  of  course  eagerly  interrogated  him  en  the  iubjeet  of  Jits  departure,  to  which  he 
mode  reply,  that  he  was  sorry  that  particular  droamstanoes  wonld  not  allow  Mm  to  satisfy 
his  desire^  till  after  he  hod  acqaaiated  him  with  the  remaining  part  of  hit  life^  of  which  he  woe 
yet  perfootly  igBoroaL 
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the  naiiner  of  hii  friend,  yet  he  was  resigned  to  his  wretched  fkte ;  for,  long  tossed  to  and  fro 
on  the  troubled  ocean  of  life,  he  was  accustomed  to  meet  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  with 
Ibrtitude  and  patience ;  he  never  murmured  at  the  divine  dispensation,  and  thought  that  all 
was  ordered  for  the  good  which  the  sovereign  Dispenser  sent 

De  Gemier  now  proceeded  to  give  his  dear  Leonora  a  slight  account  of  his  journey,  which 
greatly  amused  her ;  but  when  she  asked  him  the  reasons  which  dictated  his  unexpected 
journey,  he  maintained  a  stem  silence,  and  requested  her  to  cease  asking  him  further  questions 
on  that  point,  as  he  could  not  give  her  any  reply  at  present,  and  concluded  by  saying  thst 
time'  would  explain  the  mystery,  and  bring  good  out  of  seeming  evil. 

The  juvenile  pair  now  took  a  walk  in  the  roost  romantic  part  of  the  forest. 
Having  passed  the  avenue,  and  going  into  the  wood,  he  paused  to  contemplate  the  proud 
grandeur  of  the  lordly  mansion,  whose  time*wom  battlements,  grey  turrets,  and  mouldering 
stone  walls,  greatly  astonished  him. 

Leonora  joined  in  the  same  sympathetic  surprise  and  serious  emotion. 
The  castle  rose  on  the  summit  of  a  hill,  in  the  midst  of  a  thick  wood  of  pine,  larch,  fir, 
and  chesnut,  which  were  intermixed  with  ash,  sycamore,  and  cypress. 

The  forest  swept  down  to  the  base  of  the  hill  on  each  side.  From  the  avenue  was  seen  a 
rough  and  beautiftil  canal,  which  was  nearly  lost  by  the  thickness  of  the  shade  of  the  trees, 
except  where  art  had  formed  a  small  aperture  to  see  the  enchanting  spectacle^  and  also  to 
visit  the  vessel  and  white  sails  on  the  water.  On  one  side  of  the  hill  the  river  appeared  in 
the  valley  vrith  the  mnjcstic  appearance  of  the  forest,  which  shrouded  all  in  gloom ;  on  the 
other  was  seen  the  chateau,  which  reared  its  proud  grandeur  high,  and  frowned  In  sullen 
majesty  on  all  around,  bidding  defiance  to  any  who  dared  to  invade  its  solitary  reign. 

The  sombre  hues  of  the  fir,  sweeping  down  to  the  margin  of  the  river,  gave  a  good  eiSect 
to  the  scenery  around. 

The  sun  was  now  on  the  eve  of  setting,  and  the  scene  was  solemnly  fine ;  part  of  the  grey 
and  antiquated  aspect  of  the  mansion  was  lighted  up  by  the  splendour  of  the  west,  whilst  the 
remaining  features  were  involved  in  dizzy  obscurity. 

A  crimson  glow  shaded  the  whole  of  the  forest ;  the  water  was  beautifully  clear,  whidi 
also  reflected  the  blushing  horizon,  and  a  vessel  which  floated  on  its  surface  peeped  through 
an  avenue  in  the  forest,  and  was  exhibited  more  strongly  to  the  eye  by  the  light  of  the  setting  sun. 
**  How  august !  how  impressive  is  this  scene  T  exclaimed  De  Gernier.  ^  How  deep,  how 
majestic  is  the  solemn  appearance  of  nature  at  this  moment  r' 

**  Astonishingly  fine  indeed,'*  replied  Leonora ;  **  I  had>  not  the  least  conception  of  such 
infinite,  such  unbounded  grandeur.  This  place  seems  more  like  one  of  those  fairy  palaces 
which  we  read  of  in  romance  than  reality.  I  am  much  struck  with  the  gorgeous  structure, 
impenetrable  grandeur,  and  venerable  aspect  of  the  noble  edifice ;  and  also  much  more  with 
the  wild,  the  romantic  scenery  in  the  forest.  Here,  indeed,  true  delights  and  social  happiness 
can  be  found,  and  not  in  the  maddening  strife  of  the  world,  its  crowded  intercourse,  and  peo« 
pled  commerce." 

'*  How  sorry  must  have  been  the  poor  count  to  leave  such  grandeur  !*'  resumed  De  Gemier ; 
'*  and  especially  by  such  villany  and  unexampled  baseness !" 

**  Ah !  my  dear  fellow,  do  not  recal  fresh  images  of  grief  and  anguish  in  my  mind ;  rather 
let  them  sleep  in  silence.'* 

The  agitation  and  visible  emotion  which  touched  the  features  of  De  Gemier,  plainly  spoke 
the  language  of  sorrow  for  having  been  the  cause  of  fresh  anguish  to  his  dear  Leonora. 

*'  Never,**  exclaimed  De  Gemier,  having  suppressed  his  former  emotions,  "  did  I  witness  a 
more  truly  beautiful  or  romantic  view  I    How  solemnly  impressive  is  that  frowning  aspect  of 
the  stately  chateau,  which  a  little  while  since  was  lighted  by  the  splendour  of  the  setting  sun, 
and  is  now  shrouded  in  deadly  gloom.     It  seems  to  stand  the  sovereign  building  of  the  forest, 
and  reigns  in  undisputed  and  sullen  majesty.*' 

The  trees  bent  their  heads  mournfully  forward,  the  waving  grace  of  the  ash,  and  the 
pendent  foliage  of  the  willow,  all  declared  their  submission,  and  owned  its  solitary  r^t. 

'*  How  fine  is  this  amphitheatre  in  the  forest  I  how  towering  the  form  of  these  larches. 
How  fine  is  the  contrast  between  the  dark  hue  of  the  cypress  and  the  light  shade  of  tbe 
iepder  birch.     View  the  majestic  (ir,  tVie  deeip  embowetvn^  «\m,  the   umbrageous  beech,  and 
ri«6  truok  of  the  venerable  oak,  wV]&i&\i>  iitt«MMto%  Vb^  ^suMAs)  vrab  ^^i^m^  vnst  >3mi 
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surCwt  oCtht  grmindy  MBiind*  im  of  Its  hniiig  long  withitood  hoary  wlnter^f  heavy 
siege." 

'*  Traly,  my  dear  Looaolra,  do  I  aoqitfeaee  with  yoa,  in  the  tinoerest  tentimeDts  of  cordiality,' 
in  the  admiration  of  thia  solemn,  thii  aogust  ipectacle ;  bat  the  damps  are  begimiing  to  fiUI, 
and  the  sun  has  long  paid  the  tribute  of  nature,  and  I  UUnk  it  high  time  that  wo  ihould  both 
repair  to  the  mansion." 

"  Yet,  I  think  it  time  to  go  in,**  replied  Leonora,  ^'ibr'l  feel  the  eold." 

The  two  juvenile  lovers  returned  to  the  ohatoau,  having  indulged  in  one  of  the  finest  views 
that  ever  presented  itselt 

The  worthy  count,  on  seeing  them  coming  up  the  venerable  avenue  of  trees,  whose  shade 
was  now  so  congenial  with  his  feelings,  went  out  to  meet  them,  and  also  expressed  much  satis- 
faction  that  De  Gemier  was  so  pleased  with  the  situation  of  the  chateau. 

The  count  informed  De  Gemier  that  he  had  soum  difficulty  in  gaining  admission;  but 
having  previously  communicated  the  circumstances  which  instigated  bis  visit,  he  was  suffered 
to  go  to  the  chateau  unmolested,  during  the  period  which  the  marquis  was  away. 

Having  gained  the  mansion,  the  count  gave  De  Gemier  a  letter  for  his  perusaL 
.  The  contents  were  as  fi>llows  :— 

**  My  Dsas  Fathir, — As  many  months  liave  elapsed  since  I  Ust  had  the  pleasure  of 
writing  to  you,  I  now  resume  my  pen  to  write  in  a  more  pleasing  strain.  My  object  is  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  gained  tbe  most  satisfactory  information  respecting  the  Marquis  de  St 
Puffet,  who  I  find  is  a  most  unprincipled  villain,  and  is  the  very  person  who  has  robbed  us 
of  onr  paternal  domain.  Nothing  but  revenge,  ah  I  -ibe  most  sweet  revenge,  can  satisfy  me ; 
and  the  price  of  his  blood  shall  repay  me  for  his  unexampled  baseness.  The  manner  in  which 
I  became  acquainted  with  this  intelUgence  is  very  strange ;  but  I  have  learnt  for  certain,  that- 
thia  villain  obtained  tbe  title-deeds  from  Monsieur  L'Oiseau,  the  gentleman  who  eloped  with 
my  aunt.  When  I  see  you,  I  will  explain  many  things  relative  to  this  mystery ;  but  I  trust, 
before  this  circumstance  occurs,  an  ample  restoration  of  the  property  will  take  place.  In 
doing  it,  if  success  does  not  crown  my  just  exertions,  I  will  at  least  die  in  the  attempt. 

«  Your  affectionate  son, 

"  a  OsA^"    • 

Tbe  Count  de  Gras,  on  presenting  the  epistle  to  De  Gemier,  naturally  betrayed  the  most 
violent  symptoms  of  sorrow,  and  fear  for  the  life  of  his  son. 

The  epistle,  as  it  alarmed  De  Gemier,  also  afforded  him  infinite  satisfaction,  in  the  reflec- 
tion that  be  should  have  such  a  strong  liiend  hi  Henry,  in  supplanUng  the  unjustifiable 
claims  of  the  marquis. 

We  now  account  for  the  silence  which  Henry  was  forced  to  maintam  with  his  sister,  and  it 
was  through  tbe  intelligence  of  his  son  that  the  count  was  first  informed  that  the  marquis  had 
seixed  the  chateau  ;  which  information,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  eariy  communicated  to 
De  Gemier,  when  the  count  first  disclosed  to  him  the  gay  scenes  of  his  former  life. 

We  must  not  yet  inform  our  readers  how  Henry  became  acquainted  with  this  intelligence, 
as  other  circumstances  must  be  previously  explained. 

The  count's  mind,  as  may  be  naturally  expected,  was  greatly  disturbed  by  the  epistle  which 
be  had  received  irom  his  son,  as  it  was  couched  in  snch  resolute  terms.  He  reflected  also  on 
the  disadvantages  in  gaining  victoi7  over  so  potent  a  foe  as  the  marquis,  who  being  surround- 
ed by  impenetrable  greatness  and  strong  popularity,  poor  Henry's  weak  force  would  be  hue 
ill  directed  against  the  insolence  of  power,  the  prejudice  of  passion,  and  tbe  strength  of  interest. 

The  poor  count  shuddered  as  he  anticipated  with  horror  tho.  consequences  which  would 
ensue ;  for  his  son,  young  and  puffed  up  with  noble  iamfly  pride,  could  ill  brook  the  frowns  of 
insolence  and  the  cruelty  of  power. 

De  Gemier  commiserated  the  distress  of  the  wortoy  man,  and  hoped  that  the  worst  con* 
asquenoes  would  not  ensue ;  but,  to  relieve  his  drooping  spirits,  he  informed  him  that  lie  liad 
something  of  infinite  importance  to  communicate  to  him. 

The  |^9od  old  man,  anxious  to  find  out  any  light  amidst  the  darkness  of  the  mysteries  which 
attended  the  family,  obeyed  the  summons  of  his  friend.  But  the  hero  infbniMd  him,  that 
pi%vious  to  Us  ooominnication  he  must  acquaint  liim  with  the  remaining  part  of  liis  hfo^ 
bsgkming.at  the  part  from  wbloh  hs  wini  so  suddenly  and  so  abvns^^SEi  taS&Hlv«%^« 
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**  My  tpiritt»  as  you  may  suppoae,  were  rery  drooping,  and  they  eontinued  ki  the  fame 
manner ;  I  passing  my  time  In  the  most  lifeless  monotony,  and  aeeUng  in  vain  for  my  father 
in  the  most  gloomy  reeessea. 

**  I  passed  whole  days  and  nights  in  the  forest,  and  also  at  the  peril  of  being  defoorcd  by 
the  wild  beasts ;  but  so  strong  was  the  indocement  of  filial  aflbotion  that  I  heeded  them  not. 

'*  Months  passed  in  the  same  fruitless  manner,  and  being  weary  and  worn  out  with  toil  and 
disappointment,  I  returned  to  the  cottage,  where  I  was  most  kindly  weleomed  by  Monrieor  Barn^ 
and  his  family,  more  than  three  years  having  elapsed  since  my  first  departure  from  the  eottage. 

^  I  Was  sorry  to  find,  on  entering  the  cottage,  that  Madame  and  Clara  Bam6  had  gone  to 
PHris,  it  being  the  first  time  that  Clara  iiad  taken  advantage  of  an  Invitation,  wliioh  was  ft- 
peatedly  sent  her  by  her  aunt.  Monsieur  Bam6  sympathised  with  me  moat  feeliagly  on  af 
wretched  state,  but  /consoled  me  by  saying,  that  he  made  no  doubt  that  he  had  long  bid  adisa 
to  all  terrestrial  things,  as  his  health  was  in  the  last  stage  of  decline  when  be  left  the  ootti^ 
and  of  course  sorrow  and  his  journey  would  accelerate  his  dissolution,  whieh,  poorman^  eon* 
ilderiDg  the  magnitude  of  Ms  troubles,  would  in  some  measure  have  been  a  good  release;  I 
acquiesced  with  the  language  of  my  friend,  and  having  passed  some  time  with  MonsJunr  Btfn4^ 
and  growing  weary  of  an  idle  life,  I  re-entered  the  service. 

**  I  entered  the  regiment  which  your  son  was  in,  whom  I  remember  perfectly  well ;  and  if  yoa 
had  previously  informed  me  of  his  regiment,  I  might  have  prevented  the  disaster  (aad  iwkiod 
now  hope),  which  he  will  be  probably  exposed  to  by  the  marquis." 

Here  the  Count  de  Gras  shed  a  profuskm  of  tears ;  but  stjfling  his  anguish  at  moch  at  he 
could,  begged  De  Gernier  to  proceed : 

'*  I  had  not  been  long  in  the  regiment  before  the  colonel  (who  was  the  Marqnlt  de  8t 
Puffet),  expelled  me  from  the  corps,  for  examining  into  some  old  manuscripts,  the  history  of 
which  I  believe  I  have  previously  informed  you  of.  I,  of  course,  after  my  expulsion,  endeavoured 
to  gain  satisfaction,  but  in  vain ;  I  tried  to  find  out  in  what  manner  he  became  possessed  of 
the  papers,  but  could  not  gain  the  slightest  intelligence.  I  imagined  that  he  had  sedueed  my 
mother,  murdered  my  father,  and  robbed  the  cottage ;  but  ills  power  and  interest  denied  any 
redress,  which  I  sought  for  my  injured  feelings.  i 

'*  He  triumphed,  despite  of  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  and  I  was  obliged  to  submit  humbly 
to  my  fate. 

**  I  then  exchanged  into  a  regiment  which  was  stationed  at  Paris,  thinking  that  their  gay 
scenes  might  perhaps  remotely  tend  to  dispel  the  gloom  of  my  spirits,  and  dMpate  tlw 
languor  of  melancholy,  but  in  vain ;  the  idea  of  my  long-lost  parent  haunted  my  imaginationa 
and  threw  a  shade  of  dejection  over  my  spirits,  which  sollened  all  my  actions,  cooled  my 
passions,  and  mellowed  my  judgment.  Yet  time,  which  follows  with  unconcern  its  monotonons 
course,  mitigated  the  sorrow  of  my  days,  and  instigated  me  to  court  scenes  of  pleasure,  and  it 
was  in  the  first  party  which  I  ever  went  to,  that  I  had  the  infinite  pleasure  of  first  meeting  the 
Countess  dc  Sant4,  who  afterwards  paid  me  the  greatest  attention. 

'*  I  have  now  detailed  the  leading  particulars  of  my  life,  and  proceed  to  acquaint  you  with 
something  nt  which  your  heart  will  shudder,  but  which  will  nevertheless  be  the  means  of  being 
ultimately  most  satisfactory  to  you." 

The  count's  spirits  were  now  so  much  agitated  that  he  could  hear  no  more^  and  bogged 
De  Gernier  to  repeat  the  remaining  part  the  ensuing  day,  which  he  promised  to  do* 


CHAPTERVII. 

"  Coiudenoe,  what  art  thoa  ?  thoa  tremaiklew  power! 

Who  dost  Inhabit  iu  withoat  oar  leave. 

And  act  within  oarMlvea.  another  letf. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

How  doct  thoo  light  a  torch  to  Aitiure  deeds  t 
Make  the  past,  present,  and  futore  ftowa  I 
How,  ever  and  anon,  awake  the  soal. 
As  wiUi  a  peal  of  thunder,  to  strange  horrors. 
In  this  long,  restless  dream  of  wretched  life." 

The  count's  spiriU  were  much  agitated  by  the  account  of  De  Gernier;  hit  Intogritj,  and  hit 

affection  for  Leonora  rose  strongly  to  bis  mind ;   and  the  distress  which  he  ditoovarad  at  tho 

deMtb  of  big  mother  strongly  proved  hU  deVtcaXa  senitti^Vt^. 

Moa^f^'"'  r  *Oiseaa,  the  gentleman  who  eloped  w\l\i\i\a«atot,i&ii^\rwKfB^i^\2^^ 
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perturbed  imagination,  and  was  heartily  weloomed.  Re  was  now  lorry  that  he  did  not  wil- 
lingly and  cordially  receive  him  into  the  family,  and  thus  have  prevented  a  multiplicity  of 
mi^ortunes,  which  have  since  taken  place. 

The  rigid  honour,  iateresting  address,  and  afTectlooate  solicitude  of  De  Gernier,  was  also 
another  spring  of  the  most  delicate  reflection,  and  he  also  wished  greatly  to  know  what  it  was 
of  such  importance,  which  he  had  to  communicate  to  him ;  but  he  consoled  himself  by  reflect- 
ing that  a  few  hours  would  inform  and  ease  him  of  his  suspense. 

De  Gemier  took  another  walk  with  Leonora  in  the  evening,  where  ho  had  full  opportunity 
of  viewing  the  romantic  forest  and  chateau,  whose  grey  turrets,  frowning  battlements,  and 
slender  watch  tower,  greatly  pleased  and  delighted  him.  He  walked  with  Leonora  in  some  of 
the  most  beantiful  parts  of  the  forest,  till  the  sun  sunk  into  the  lower  world,  whoso  rays  shaded 
the  borison  with  a  saffron  glow. 

The  union  of  idea  and  sympathy  of  sentiment  was  still  marked  by  our  juvenile  lovers; 
time  nor  trouble  had  not  impdred  thehr  affection,  but  strengthened  it  with  indissoluble  bonds. 
Indeed  worldly  vietttitudes  had  so  tempered  it,  that  it  was  mellowed  into  the  most  sacred 
afliection,  lasting  in  its  end,  and  fervent  in  its  warmlb.  Each  word  they  said  was  expressive 
of  innate  worth,  and  their  society  materially  contributed  to  dispel  the  lifeless  monotony  of 
grieU  He  told  Leonora  that  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed  would  not 
allow  him  to  acquaint  her  with  the  object  of  his  late  departure,  and  also  many  other  things 
iMrhich  he  wished  to  do,  but  that  he  would  dcquaint  her  with  all  the  earliest  opportunity. 

This  g^atly  depressed  her  spirits,  but  with  the  most  mild  submission  she  ceased  to  g^te 
the  feelings  of  her  lover  any  more  by  her  childish  questions. 

The  damps  of  night  beginning  now  to  fall,  and  its  shades  to  thicken,  it  induced  our  young 
couple  to  gain  the  mansion,  l>eing  much  pleased  with  their  ramble. 

On  coming  up  the  avenue  they  heard  a  loud  and  violent  ringing.  On  the  sound  catching 
De  Gemier's  ears,  he  discovered  the  most  violent  emotions,  his  spirits  were  much  agitated, 
and  his  countenance  was  fixed  in  the  palenen  ot  death.  The  Idea  that  the  person  who  was 
DOW  ringing  was  the  Marquis  de  St  Puffct,  suggested  itself  to  his  perturbed  imagination,  and 
perhaps  come  after  him,  having  heard  of  his  having  the  title-deeds. 

Leonora  asked  him  why  his  looks  were  so  much  agitated. 

He  remained  for  a  time  insensible,  not  a  reply  escaped  his  lips,  but  his  fears  were  soon 
appeased,  when  the  domestic  brought  him  a  letter  from  a  courier,  which  required  an  imme- 
diate reply. 

De  Gemier  was  very  much  astonished  at  the  receipt  of  the  epistle,  and  sending  back  an 
immediate  reply  by  the  courier  in  great  haste,  as  the  letter  required  it,  he-  stifled  his 
astonishment. 

**  I  hope  this  will  not  call  you  from  us,"  said  Leonora  in  the  meekest  tone  of  voice. 

**  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  will  instantaneously,"  resumed  De  Gemier. 

Poor  Leonora  being  unable  to  control  her  feelings,  gave  vent  to  a  copious  discharge  of  tears. 

De  Gemier  communicated  the  sad  tidings  to  the  Count  de  Gras,  who  suffered  him  to 
depart  (which  nevertheless  occasioned  him  great  sorrow),  being  cheered  that  his  visit  was 
dictated  by  necessity,  and  that  it  would  be  ultimately  productive  of  good  to  all  parties. 

Leaving  De  Gemier  to  himself  we  now  return  to  the  case  of  Henry,  the  Count  de 
Gras's  son. 

The  earliest  information  which  he  obtafaiedof  the  marquis's  baseness  was  from  De  Gemier, 
nt  the  time  of  his  expulsion,  and  since  that  time  he  watched  narrowly  his  conduct ;  and  the 
very  servant  who  found  the  title-deeds  in  the  forest,  toM  him  all  about  it,  and  also  remarked 
to  Henry,  that  he  increased  his  establishment,  and  gained  possession  of  the  chateau  from  that 
very  day,  which  singular  coincidence  operated  strongly  on  the  mind  of  the  worthy  count's  son. 

Henry,  on  being  acquainted  with  this,  added  to  the  termer  intelligence  of  his  friend  Dt 
Gemier,  gave  his  father  the  whole  history  of  all  which  he  knew.  Indeed,  finding  the  marquit 
to  be  a  villain,  he  determined  to  seek  redresa  by  vengeance. 

The  count  and  Leonora,  as  may  be  expeeted,  naturally  betrayed  the  greatest  symptoms  of 
sorrow  for  the  departure  of  De  Gemier,  cspedally  as  it  took  place  at  so  unfavourable  a  crisis. 

The  eoQot  considered  his  jonraey  to  the  place  of  his  destination  at  easential.to  promote  the 
end  of  something  wUdi  no  donht  would  be  oHimatelyiieMficiaL  te  $1m^  tisD&^^tit  ^a^V^^^ts^s^ 
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The  hiitory  which  De  Gernier  had  to  infonn  Henry  was  ftich  ii,  from  many  c!rciuiitCaiieet» 

would  most  agreeably  sarprise  him. 

The  delicate  situation  in  which  he  was  placed  with  regard  to. Leonora,  his  fluflerings  dHoe 
he  first  left  the  army,  and  the  many  adventures  he  experienced  since  leaving  the  Marqais  da 
St  PufTet's  regiment,  and  his  actual  poesesrion  of  the  title-deeds,  which  would  he  the  gseans 
of  putting  a  period  to  all  Henry's  noble  wishes,  were  circumstances  which  were  all  so 
ultimately  connected,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  difficulty  how  to  make  the  strongest  impiaskm 
on  the  mind  of  Henry  by  recounting  them  properly. 

He  proceeded  by  first  informing  him  that  after  he  had  been  eipelled  from  the  marquis'fe 
regiment,  he  re-entered  the  service,  and  gained  a  commission  in  a  regiment  which  was  then 
stationed  at  Paris. 

He  dwelt  with  energy  on  his  interview  with  Henry's  father,  and  also  the  intimacy  whidi 
took  place. 

He  paused  whilst  relating  his  affection  for  Leonora,  and  his  spirits  seemed  aOemted  by  a 
reviving  cordial  when  he  informed  him  that  his  father,  having  approved  of  his  aflbction,  bad 
invited  him  repeatedly  to  the  chateau,  and  gave  him  his  consent  to  crown  the  nnioii,  sbould 
affairs  turn  out  prosperously. 

The  colour  of  Henry's  foce,  duriog  the  narrative,  alternately  changed  from  a  crimsoo  flush 
to  a  deadly  paleness. 

Indeed  it  was  more  marked  when  he  proceeded  further,  and  informed  him  of  the  robbery  of 
the  wretched  DuclAs,  by  which  means  he  became  possessed  0/  the  title-deeds,  and  slao 
acquainted  him  with  the  circumstance  of  the  marquis  being  absent  from  the  fiunily  mansion, 
which  of  course  gave  the  family  ample  time  to  visit  the  scenes  of  their  former  grandeur. 

*'  I  am  astonished,*'  said  the  impassioned  Henry ;  and  taking  hold  of  De  Gemier's  hand.  In 
an  ecstasy  of  delight,  exclaimed,  **  can  I  rely  on  all  which  you  have  said  ?  If  it  be  troe,  which 
of  course  it  must  be  from  your  honourable  assertion,  happy  am  I  to  acknowledge  you  as  my 
brother — the  preserver  of  the  peace  of  the  family." 

Now,  in  qrder  to  remove  all  ambiguity  in  the  mind  of  Henry,  De  Gernier  proceeded  to  give 
the  whole  account  of  his  life,  and  discovered  to  him  thai  his  father  was  related  to  him,  or 
rather  he  was  related  to  the  count  by  marriage. 

Henry  now  shed  tears,  and  clasping  the  waist  of  De  Gernier  with  his  extended  arms,  he 
leant  on  his  bosom,  and  there  gave  full  vent  to  his  delicate  feelings. 

Recovering  from  his  violent  emotion,  he  exclaimed  : — 

**  Oh  Providence  1  how  beneficent  art  thou  !  indeed  truly  may  I  now  say,  as  my  reverend 
lather  was  wont  to  do,  the  decrees  of  the  sovereign  Disposer  of  all  earthly  events  ttd  myste- 
rious, and  they  often  produce  good  out  of  seeming  evil.  Truly  are  thy  words  realized  ;  oh 
happy  period !  now  then,  oh  vile  wretch,  will  thy  wickedness  be  explored ;  now  will  thy 
rafernal  machinations  be  searched  and  explained.  The  day  is  now  come  when  the  hand  of 
justice  will  uplift  its  iron  rod  to  scourge  those  who  have  poured  affliction  upon  the  virtuous. 
But  enough  :  not  to  waste  my  time  in  unavailing  exclamations,  let  mc  express  to  you  my  sen- 
timents of  eternal  fidelity  for  your  praiseworthy  exertions. 

"  Happy  am  I,  my  dear  friend,  that  the  connection  which  is  distantly  marked  in  the  family, 
will  be  now  maintained  by  your  marriage  with  Leonora.  How  do  I  exult  in  the  plca^ng 
anticipation  of  so  propitious  an  event  I  but  I  sincerely  hope  that  wherewithal  the  poor  unfor- 
natc  and  deluded  Ducl6s  will  not  suflcr.  Ah,  little  did  I  think  that  the  elopement  of 
my  aunt  with  Monsieur  L'Oiseau  would  be  ultimately  productive  of  such  great  and  unexpected 
good !  Ah,  had  my  father  been  sensible  of  his  goodness,  ho  never  would  have  pronounced  so 
stern  a  decree  upon  his  honourable  pretensions.  But  no  more  the  subject  is  too  painfUl  to 
prolong  it." 

The  plan  which  Henry  now  laid  down  was  not  to  communicate  any  intelligence  to  the 
Count  till  all  the  trial  should  be  completed,  unless  his  presence  was  required,  which  seemed 
ostensible  that  it  would  from  the  peculiar  aspect  of  affairs. 

Having  therefore  mutually  agreed  to  keep  the  worthy  man  in  ignorance  of  the  whole  of 
the  proceedings,  they  now  retired  to  repose,  being  much  fatigued  by  the  painful  exertions  of 
the  day. 

When  the  anfbrtonate  Diicl6s  was  left  to  Y)\mv&\t,  aaoA  Vi  Y&i  m\a«t^\ft  v«^««tIotit,  he 
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templated  the  pait  toenei  of  his  Ufe  at  the  potent  oflTeot  of  a  dream,  whieh,  operatiiig  on  hit 
weak  imaginatioo,  deluded  his  virtae,  seduced  his  principles,  and  finally  plunged  him  into  the 
abyu  of  misery. 

He  awoke  from  his  slumbers,  and  gated  npoo  his  actions  with  sorrow  and  remorse.  In  hit 
repentance,  which  was  genuine,  he  anticipated  with  horror  his  approaching  dissolution ;  yet 
still  the  faint  idea  that  the  united  efforts  of  his  friends  might  give  him  life  in  this  world,  and 
be  the  means  of  preparing  him  for  a  better,  shot  across  like  the  transitory  and  feeble  ray  of  an 
April  sunshine. 

The  minds  also  of  Henry  and  De  Gemier  were  strongly  tinctured  with  sorrow  for  the  fata 
of  the  sad  Dudds,  as  his  case  was  desperate,  and  the  judgment  which  awaited  him  would 
perhaps  be  that  which  they  mutually  but  too  painfully  anticipated. 

Each  arising  from  a  disturbed  night's  rest,  they  hnmediately  proceeded  to  the  prison  of  the 
wretched  victim  of  guilt,  whose  mind  was  tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  whirlwind  of  contending 
passions  which  struggled  in  his  breast,  and  made  him  give  vent  to  their  pressure  on  the  sight 
of  his  two  friends. 

He,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  made  a  iaint  eflbrt  to  speak,  and  all  that  he  oould  articulate  wUt 
**  Welcome,  ever-faithfUl  friends ! "  and  then  sunk  back  on  the  ground,  quite  overcome  by  hii 
strong  feelings* 

Ere  a  few  hours  were  elapsed,  his  body  might  be  consigned  to  perish ;  and  the  awftd  idea 
that  the  hours,  as  they  languidly  rolled  away,  brought  him  nearer  tottiat  agonizing  crisis  which 
would  probably  determine  his  dissolution  in  this  world,  made  nim  contemplate  his  state  with 
a  religious  fear. 

A  solemn  calm  now  pervaded  his  features,  the  gratefril  tribute  of  contrite  repentance.  The 
mild  resignation  which  testified  to  his  friends,  and  his  hopes  of  eternity  in  saying,  **  That  he 
should  meet  death  with  fortitude,  being  buoyed  by  the  flattering  hopes,  that  his  prayers  were 
heard,  and  his  repentance  accepted ;"  gave  them  infinite  satisfaction  in  finding  the  wrotched 
man  so  prepared  for  the  world  to  come. 

It  afforded  them  the  highest  degree  of  pleasure  to  witness  him  so  calmed  at  the  approaching 
awful  period. 

Duclds  told  them,  that  should  that  sentence  be  pronounced  upon  his  crimes,  which  be 
deserved,  and  also  which  he  justly  expected,  he  should  submit  in  humble  resignation  to  the 
appalling  decree,  being  cheered  by  the  divine  fevour  of  Providence. 

His  looks,  which  before  were  distorted  by  fear,  were  now  animated  by  religion,  and 
mellowed  into  soft  serenity,  and  a  mOd  composure  cast  itself  all  over  the  surfece  of  his  counte- 
nance. 

He  now,  in  a  firm  but  quiet  tone  of  voice,  thanked  his  friends  for  the  genuine  sincerity 
which  they  had  discovered  towards  him  in  the  last  stage  of  his  misery,  and  he  fully  assured 
them  that  he  should  carry  with  liim  to  the  grave  the  remembrance  of  their  virtues  and  fidelity. 

The  two  friends  of  Duclds  had  now  been  in  the  prison  about  an  hour,  when  the  porter 
came  to  acquaint  the  wretched  man  that  the  court  were  awaiting  his  presence. 

His  looks  upon  this  message  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  fear,  and  he  discovered  a  uniform 
monotony  of  aspect.  He  was  undismayed  at  the  terrific  aspect  and  the  towering  form  of  the 
guard,  who,  marching  with  slow  and  solemn  pace  into  the  room,  halted  before  his  presence. 

The  Serjeant  immediately  advanced  and  requested  iiim  to  place  himself  between  the  ranks 
which  he  strictly  obeyed. 

Henry  and  De  Gemier  followed  liim  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  and  a  great  mob  was  collected 
to  witness  the  criminal. 

He  was  insulted  with  no  opprobrious  language,  aud  his  dying  spirit  was  not  kindled  into 
revenge  by  the  sharp  stings  of  the  hissing  mob—no,  they  rather  pitied  him,  which  hushed  the 
elamoura  of  popular  indignation,  and  stifled  the  whispera  of  malevolence. 

His  downcast  looks  heeded  not  the  commiserations  of  the  populace,  and  his  senses  slumbered 
in  repentance  for  his  crime. 

His  painful  march  was  soon  completed,  for  he  was  now  placed  before  the  tribuoal  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  nature  of  his  guilt. 

The  first  object  which  presented  itself  was  the  impressive  form  of  the  Marquis  de  St  Puffet» 
who,  towering  like  a  demi-god  above  the  rest,  commandfid  the  moa^  vi^^9^ig&»^ 
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and  the  mnltipUeity  of  cbargei  which  were  alleged  agahift  hb  character,  would  make  ft  toy 
severe. 

The  marqaii  requested  the  porter  to  allow  him  the  privilege  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper ;  which 
being  allowed  him,  he  iliade  a  large  memorandum,  which  he  placed  next  to  his  breast. 

When  De  Oemier  and  Henry  had  gained  their  rooms,  they  mutually  conversed  on  the 
successful  termination  of  affairs ;  and  it  being  judged  advisable  to  send  for  the  count,  as  was 
oVdered  by  the  court,  the  iidlowing  epistle  wu  sent  to  him  by  De  Gemler,  immediately  after 
he  had  retired  from  the  tribunal 

■ 

**  Monntwr  Pierre  de  Gender  to  the  Cmaii  de  Orm, 

*  Mt  Dbae  SfBr-Do  not  alarm  yourself  by  the  oontents  of  this  epistle,  for  I  an  loitad 
to  communioAte  to  you  that  your  presence  is  immediately  refjufared  to  attend  aft  the  ooort, 
which  is  appomted  to  examine  into  a  charge  brought  by  me,  your  aoo,  and  others,  against  the 
Blarquia  de  St  Puffet,  for  having  illegally  disposaessed  you  of  your  family  mansion,  and  dalm* 
ing  it  as  his  own.  Your  son  is  at  Paris,  and  is  in  admirable  health ;  I  fortunately  met  him 
bere,  he  having  followed  the  vricked  marquis  with  an  intent  to  expose  his  baseness.  1  have 
not  time  to  say  anything  more,  only  that  you  must  positively  be  at  Paris  in  twenty*ibur  boon. 

"  In  great  haste^^ 

*'  Most  sincerely  yours, 

"  P.  Dx  GxRKixa." 

The  express  reached  the  chateau  after  the  worthy  oount  had  been  in  bed  a  few  hours. 

The  loud  ringing  of  the  bell  awoke  him*  and  be  got  up  In  an  agony  of  despair,  nn» 
certain  if  It  was  the  Marquis  de  St  Pufiet 

A  deadly  paleness  spread  itself  over  his  terrified  aspect ;  he  ran  to  the  room  of  the  iaitb- 
fttl  Cario,  and  there  communicated  his  fears. 

Cario»  who  had  just  awoke  from  a  sound  sleep,  gased  on  the  count  for  a  moment,  as  if  his 
senses  were  plunged  into  the  most  inane  suspension ;  but  soon  recovering  from  his  amaxe- 
ment,  he  dressed  himself,  and  immediately  obeyed  the  commands  of  his  master,  which  were 
that  he  should  discover  who  the  stranger  was  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Leonora's  repose  was  undisturbed,  and  she  was  ignorant  of  her  lather's  fears,  for  Somnnt 
had  poured  a  soft  opiate  over  her  harassed  mind,  which  lulled  her  senses  into  forgetlbhiesiy 
and  granted  her  the  envied  bliss  of  sleep. 

The  poor  uofortunate  count  was  not  suffered  to  remain  long  in  this  dreadful  uncertainty, 
for  in  a  few  minutes  old  Carlo  returned  with  a  note,  written  in  an  illegible  band,  which  hn 
said  was  brought  by  a  man  who  was  in  great  haste,  and  was  waiting  for  an  immediate  reply. 

The  poor  count  was  still  more  astonished  as  he  gased  at  the  superscription,  and  was  still 
more  at  a  loss  whom  to  attribute  as  its  author. 

He  DOW  broke  open  the  seal,  and  without  reading  the  contents  looked  at  the  s^natuie^ 
and  was  agreeably  surprised  in  finding  that  it  was  from  De  Gemier. 

He  now  ran  through  the  contents,  each  syllable  raismg  his  astonishment,  till  the  last 
mysterious  lines  plunged  his  soul  into  the  abyss  of  amaxement. 

The  joy  which  he  experienced  was  great  indeed ;  and  the  idea  that  his  son  would  be  aaved 
from  the  sad  perils  which  he  prognosticated  would  befel  him  in  his  combat  with  the  evil  and 
powerful  marquis;  and  also  that  the  family  estates  would  be  replaced  into  the  hands  d 
the  right  owner,  which  would  likewise  be  the  happy  means  of  crowning  the  long  wished 
for  union  of  De  Oemier  and  his  daughter,  elevated  his  spirits  to  the  most  gladdened  sphert 
and  the  most  fervent  thanks. 

He  koelt  down  and  acknowledged  in  the  most  religknis  manner  the  blessings  of  Almighty 
Providence. 

But  the  letter  enforcing  most  strictly  the  least  possible  delay,  be  ordered  Cario  to  saddln 
Ma  horses,  and  go  on  before,  in  order  to  prepare  fresh  ones  at  the  inns  on  the  road. 

Having  made  all  possible  haste,  he  arrived  at  Paris  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  aai 
inquiriaK  for  the  apartasenu  of  Monsieur  de  Gemier  and  his  son,  be  waa  niitfcd  Into  tiM 
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The  meeting  wiiaflSecting:  tlMco!mtpresiedbisiontobbbnMt,aBdiiiil(R«dtheb^ 
gen  of  affiMtion  to  twinkle  in  hit  ejre. 

Tears  for  awhile  supplied  the  power  of  eipreiiion,  tOl  thoee  iensea  which  were  sos- . 
ponded  by  Tarions  contending  emotions  were  roused  into  active  eiertion. 

Onr  two  heroes  briefly  infiNrmed  the  worthy  oount  of  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court,  and  Henry  communicated  every  little  particular  to  hit  hoHNired  liUher  which  oould 
hi  any  manner  soothe  his  astonishment  and  wonder, 

De  Gemier  acquainted  him  with  the  wretched  case  of  Dnd^  of  the  motivet  which 
twice  induced.him  to  quit  the  ikmOy  mention,  and  also  informed  him  of  the  ultimate  good 
which  the  robbery  of  the  wretched  Ducl6s  was  productive  ol 

*'  Ob !  Leonora,**  exclaimed  the  rejoiced  man,  "  happy  am  I,  then,  that  I  shall  be  able  at 
length  to  reward  your  generoutand  honourable  affection  with  the  hand  of  to  magnanimous^ 
so  ingenuous  a  man  !** 

When  the  count  left  the  dialean  he  gave  orders  to  a  domestic  to  acquaint  Leonora  with 
the  period  at  which  lie  departed,  and  also  left  a  letter,  that  he  desired  might  be  given  to 
her  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  which  would  be  the  means  of  eiplaining  the  motives  that 
induced  the  worthy  man  to  set  off  in  such  haste,  and  would  likewise  ease  his  daughter's  mhMl 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  anguish,  surprise,  and  suspense. 

**  Leonora  has  often  thought  of  you,  my  dear  sir,  during  your  absence,**  said  the  count; 
**  and  frequently  languished  in  the  soft  cadence  <^  grief  for  your  hopeless  situation.  Sho 
thought  that  my  decree  concerning  her  fiste  was  stem,  and  that  the  mysteries  which  veiled  the  hap- 
piness of  the  family  were  too  palpable  to  be  revealed ;  but  alas,  poor  girl,  she  is  happily  deceived. 

**  Your  sister,  my  dear  Henry,**  added  the  count,  **  spoke  of  you  every  night,  and  com-. 
miserated  with  gentle  pity  and  affectionate  solicitude  your  hard  case.  Alas  I  poor  girl,  she 
has  borne  with  fortitude  a  multitude  of  sorrows,  whkh  I  antiolpate  with  gladness  will  bo 
speedily  removed ;  and  I  have  amply  to  bless  the  Providence  of  Heaven,  in  having  preserved 
from  ruin  the  shattered  remains  of  my  broken  constitution,  to  witness  such  multiplied,  such 
unexpected  bliss." 

«  Oh  may  yon,"  exclaimed  the  two  heroes,-  '^yet  live  many  years,  and  enjoy  your  restored 
property.** 

The  worthy  count's  mind  was  trantported  by  the  most  exulting  passions ;  he  thought  of  hit 
dear  wilie  and  his  sister,  and  he  severely  repented  for  having  behaved  so  harshly  to  the  worthy 
Monsieur  L'Oiseau. 

A  soft  degree  of  melancholy  shaded  his  Joy,  when  the  remembrance  of  hit  wife't  death  shot 
across  bis  mind. 

He  now  thought  on  the  virtues  of  Monsieur  L'Oiseau  and  his  son,  and  but  little  thought  at 
the  time  when  he  eloped  with  his  sister,  that  he  was  sincere  in  his  affection,  or  that  his  mind 
was  noble,  virtuous,  and  ingenuous.  Had  he  but  known  his  smgular  merits,  he  would  not  have 
behaved  so  sternly  to  him,  but  would  have  immediately  fovoured  his  delicate  views.  But  the 
good  are  not  always  rewarded  according  to  their  merits,  and  many  a  virtuous  mind  b  found  in 
obscurity. 

He  now  reflected  on  the  integrity  of  De  Gernier,  and  anticipated  with  rapture  his  approach- 
ing  union  with  Leonora ;  but  then  his  heated  imagination  was  damped  by  the  cold  reflection, 
that  the  worthy  Monsieur  L'Oiseau  would  not  be  present  at  the  unfon,  as,  from  the  account 
of  his  son,  it  was  most  probable  that  ho  had  long  bid  adieu  to  all  terrestrial  things,  and  was  now 
enjoying  the  most  perfect  bliss,  as  the  folthful  reward  of  a  good,  charitable,  and  christian  life. 

To  his  son  he  meant  to  entail  the  fimdly  estate,  as  the  reward  of  his  virtues,  which  wat 
abo  expressly  wished  by  Henry  Grasb  which  he  said  would  only  be  repaying  him  for  hit  stanch  ^ 
fidelity  and  genuine  affection. 

Henry  and  De  Gemier  proposed  that  the  Count  de  Grat  thould  accompany  them  to  the 
cell  of  the  wretched  DucI6s,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  worthy  man. 

The  trio  now  proceeded  to  the  prison. 

They  rang  the  large  bell,  which  wat  tnspended  firom  the  top  of  the  huge  iroo  gatei.  The 
porter  now  advanced,  and  asked  them  their  commands.  > 

They  dettvered  their  names,  and  hnvag  esplained  the  purpoft  of  their  Tiitti  were  adnittod 
to  the  ceU  of  the  miteraMe  Dvelte. 
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The  dark  and  fjioBmy  Mpeet  at  th«  wMMming  walli  nMiie  tiie  eooBt  ibiiddflr  ■•  li»td- 
vanced,  and  8tiU  more  so  when  the  porter,  haTing  onbarMd  tha  door,  kd  Umdi  iftto  a  diavy 
aipftrtmcDt,  wfakh  waa  blockad  «p  io  as  to  etokide  the  Ugbt  of  tha  daf  • 

The  fiuDtraya  that  iMUBdfroai  the  gliniiMriiig  Iwap  abofw  loppttad  tile  plate  of  th#  light 
of  the  SOD ;  the  daath^Uke  hue  af  Daddali  oouBtBBaBce»  aad  hie  waa  aad  emadeAed  fiinBi 
haifhtened  the  gkwny  hamrs  of  the  pritoh. 

Duclds's  listless  soul  was  revived  at  the  sight  of  Ua  frianda,.aBd  he  wea  alaomnch  auipshed 
te  find  them  aocoaapaaied  bjr  a  iitranger»  wheae  iFenerable  look  and  fartarestlDg  oooBteiiaaoe 
ifldaeed  hint  to  suppose  that  it  was  a  priest,  who  was  oome  to  prepare  him  for  his  last  «ad» 

But  his  surprise  was  great  indeed  when  Henry  iatrodnecd  hhn  as  his  fietUier. 

The  venerahle*  count  advanced  to  the  aad  mortalt  aad  uttering  wefds  of  comfoct,  informed 
hfan  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  chateau,  the  tide-deeda  el  which  had  heen  productive  el 
such  mystery,  fatality,  and  misery. 

Dudds  hung  down  his  headt  and  indulged  fai  peoalve  melanehely. 

The  count  tried  to  conlort  him,  but  in  vain ;  hie  case  waa  desperate^  and  he  had  eowerkad 
hhaself  up,  that  he  was  resolved  to  meet  hia  tote  with  fortitude  and  realgnation,  as  .the  oo^ 
hopes  of  foture  salvation. 

**  I  am  sorry,  sir,*'  said  the  grief«distracted  man,  **  that  our  second  meeting  should  be  in 
8  prison.  I  did  not  remember  you  at  first,  but  your  countenance  is  now  quite  fresh  in  my 
memory,  as  1  remember  having  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at  the  hospitable  Ck>Qntees  de 
Sesti's  mansion,  for  whom  i  entertain  the  higheat  aenee  of  esteem.  Forgive  my  weakncm 
and  pardon  my  sad  end.  The  very  night  wfaieh  I  left  you  at  the  coontees's  chateau  I  became 
a  beggar,  and  it  has  been  the  dawn  of  my  faifomy. 

**  From  evil  company  I  acquired  a  sense  of  gaming,— *gaming  brought  poverty— poverty  d^ 
hooeety— dishonesty  infamy— and  infamy  will  now  be  crowned  with  its  just  deserts.  Even  sup* 
pose  that  1  should  escape  the  rigour  of  terrestrial  lawa,— a  broken  constitution,  a  ruined  fortune^ 
a  shattered  reputation,  a  frowning  worid,  and  a  revengefol  heavei^  are  left  to  bless  my  souL 
May  all  those  who  really  are  possessed  with  amiable  dispositions,  learn  from  my  eevere  example 
what  misery  and  eternal  perdition  await  those  who  follow  the  path  of  rice. 

"  Believe  me,  most  honoured  sir,  that  my  feelings  are  more  composed  than  what  you  can 
easily  imagine,  for  being  cons^ous  of  my  guilt,  1  trust  to  the  favour  of  heaven,  and  shall  die  in 
peace,  being  impressed  with  the  lively  idea  that  the  aU-pardoniog  mercy  of  God  will  accept  my 
contrition,  and  favour  my  petitions.** 

**  Certainly  he  will,  my  dear  sir,  and  it  la  most  praiseworthy  in  you  to  adopt  the  measures 
which  you  have  done :  your  repentance  is  of  too  sincere  a  nature  to  be  mistaken  ;  and  although 
human  laws  may  exact  severity,  stili  will  the  divine  favour  of  Providence  lend  an  ear  of  com- 
passion to  your  supplications.  1  had  once  great  popularity,  but  I  am  afraid  that  family 
affliction,  and  my  retirement  from  the  gay  scenes  of  the  world,  have  mode  it  slumber  in  forget* 
fulness,  and  have  supplanted  my  authority ;  but  at  all  events  I  will  raise  the  interest  of  my 
friends  in  your  favour,  and  endeavour  at  least  to  gain,  if  possible,  a  mitigation  of  your  punish* 
ment,  '*  said  the  Count  de  Gras. 

*^  Accept,  my  dearest  sir,  my  warmest,  my  most  unfeigned  thanks ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  my 
doom  is  fixed,  and  that  fate  wills  me  to  die  ;  but  whatever  be  the  decree  of  justice,  I  submit 
in  humble  resignation,  for  there  will  eome  a  time  when  all  good  hearts  will  be  mode  glad,  every 
mystery  explained,  and  every  moral  evil  eternally  done  away ;  and  may  I  be  amongst  the 
number  that  delight  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  I— but  I  fcur  not — my  crimes  are  too  great  1** 

Henry  and  De  Gcmier  shed  tears  durmg  the  tender  sympathetio  conversation  of  the  count 
and  Duclds,  and  they  now  asked  the  latter  if  he  was  ready,  and  prepared  for  his  second  appear- 
ance in  court ;  and  they  gave  him  to  understand  that  his  fate  was  not  so  hard  as  he  thought 
it  was,  as  many  circamstaooes  would  ultimately  turn  out  to  his  fovour,  and  teed  In  mitigate 
the  punishment  of  his  crime. 

It  was  nevertheless  pleasing  to  all,  that  whatever  wettid  be  the  termiBation  of  the  gaitt  oi* 
I^MldSr  to  find  him  in  a  state  so  provided  for  eternity,  was  the  esost  acceptable  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  the  tribute  of  a  good  heart 

'  fhrDaeldawasaotiBBately  bad:  had  he  been  kd  to  virtue^  he  wmud  have  been  tir^ 
iaotu^  but  imfortaiuitely  hli  virtue  was  deludtd,  aad  had  QOH^eatf  phmfsd  his  aotil  into 
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The  hoar  of  trial  wai  now  at  hand ;  oach  minsta^  as  it  panfd  kMavily  away,  brought  new 
emotioos  to  the  ooiint*i  niod.  He  pitied  the  litiiation  of  Dnclds,  ah  I  aiAcerely  did  ho  pity 
it ;  yet  his  oommiseratioD  was  tmavailing,  for  his  (ate  would  be  decided  io  a  few  houri. 

They  had  not  been  much  longer  in  oonversatioo  era  the  porters  M  usual,  camo  with  the 
guard,  and  conveyed  the  miserable  Duelds  to  the  tribunal. 

His  friends,  now  quite  prepared  for  the  event*  supported  him  .to  the  ead  of  the  room,  when, 
being  placed  between  the  ranks  of  the  guard,  ha  marched  with  a  stow  pace  to  the  oourt. 

The  mob  was  equally  great  as  on  the  tot  occasion,  and  mora  partkwlariy  aa  the  flMrqaii 
was  first  coavcyed  to  the  high  court  of  justice. 

For  Dudds  they  all  testified  the  saoie  sentiments  of  pity,  and  amongrt  their  oommiseration 
were  mingled  a  few  dying  sounds  of  himns,  wfaieh  prabaUy  proeeadad  from  tha  party  of  the 
marquis.. 

The  count,  who  bad  formerly  great  interest  in  Paris,  had  ao  inflauMd  tha  minds  of  the  people 
that  they  determined  to  sacrifice  the  body  of  tha  marquia  to  their  resentment,  whatever  might 
be  the  result  of  his  sentence. 

The  judge  having  now  the  desired  witness,  it  did  not  require  muflh  skill  or  trouUa  to  esta- 
blish the  guilt  of  the  marquis. 

He  now  appeared  in  court.  The  first  object  which  his  eyes  met  was  the  Connt  do  Chrat, 
at  the  sight  of  whom  he  turned  as  pale  as  death ;  but  conquering  his  violent  emotions  as  much 
as  possible,  he  begged  the  superior  to  proceed  with  the  charges* 

The  marquis  was  now  adied  if  be  hod  anything  to  allege  in  Avour  of  himself  and  if  he 
could  adduce  anything,  which  would  palliate  his  guilt ;  he  answered  in  the  negative,  and  fhHy 
acknowledged  the  justness  of  the  ehaiges,  to|;ather  with  a  multiplicity  of  others,  which 
crowded  against  him  from  ill  quarters. 

But  now  to  the  case  of  the  unibrtunata  Dadde,  whose  charge  being  fully  proved,  he  was 
ordered  to  die. 

He  submitted  to  his  fate  with  manly  fortitade^  and  his  countenance,  whilst  the  judge  was 
passing  sentence  on  him,  did  not  change* 

The  marqub  exulted  in  the  most  scornful  revenge* 

The  judge  was  now  going  to  pass  the  same  sentence  on  the  haughty  and  imperious  Marquis 
de  St  Fuffet,  whose  mind  was  composed,  and  towered  above  the  rest  with  the  most  dauntleis 
and  savage  air. 

He  heard  the  judge  with  intrepid  fortitude,  who,  awed  by  his  fearless  mien,  paused  a  minute, 
during  which  appalling  period  he  uttered  a  horrid  imprecation  against  the  family,  of  Gras,  and 
plunged  a  dagger  (which  he  had  concealed)  into  his  breast 

The  purple  gore  flowed  in  torrents  from  the  deep  gash ;  all  present  uttered  a  cry  of  terror, 
all  shrunk  back  shocked  and  amaaed ;  and  whilst  each  spectator  was  indulging  themselves  by 
fixing  their  tyeB  on  the  deadly  corpse,  his  espiring  soul  broke  out  into  the  following  wild 
exclamation  :— 

*'  Cursed  be  thyself  and  thy  family,  and  may  their  progeny  be  hell-doomed  for  ever  I** 

The  last  words  faltered  on  his  lips,  and  while  his  eyes  stared  with  a  wild  and  vacant  look  of 
horror,  a  deep  and  hoUow  groan  marked  the  final  exit  of  his  soul. 

His  lifeless  corpse  was  stretched  alon^  the  passage,  and  upon  his  soul-illumined  countenanoe 
played  a  smile  of  the  most  scornful  revenge. 

His  livid  complexion,  annken  eyoik  and  distorted  features,  were  rendered  still  more  terrible 
by  the  empty  stare  of  horror  which  pervaded  his  features. 

Everybody  seemed  riveted  to  the  spot,  and  all  gazed  on  the  inane  body  in  speechless  affright. 

The  count,  Henry,  and  De  Gemier  were  equally  amaxod ;  indeed,  terror  had  suspended 
the  power  of  expression,  and  plunged  their  senses  into  unspeakable  fear. 

Even  the  stern  judge  turned  away  from  the  scene  with  emotioos  that  were  foreign  to  his 
mind. 

Ordering  the  body  to  be  removed*  the  people  with  slow  and  solemn  paoe  quitted  the  tragic 
scene,  but  not  before  a  general  petition  was  made  to  mitigate  the  hard  punishment  of  Doclds. 

The  judge  oonsidered  his  case  impartially,  and  acquiesced  at  length  with  the  general  popu- 
lar feelings,  and  his  sentenoe  was  mitigated  into  perpetual  exile* 

PfiorDuciiteiaoeivad  this  taken  of  popuUur  favour  with  most  hesrtWfcfgatitesda^  «BA..^SBi^ 
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viewed  tbe  body  of  tbe  man  whom  he  had  robbed  wHh  the  moat  afypallhif  fear ;  aa  did  also 
De  Gender,  who  was  the  ooly  oae  of  the  party  who  had  courage  to  go  near  the  body  of  the 
narquif. 

He  contemplated  the  faifiiriate  look  of  revenge  and  the  wild  expreaston  of  bopelest  despair 
that  marked  his  features.  He  saw  a  mannseript  half  out  of  hia  pocket,  and  faie  took  it  up, 
thinking  that  it  might  be  further  papers  belooghig  to  the  Count  de  Gru. 

The  body  of  the  wretchedsuidde  befaig  now  removed,  the  hail  was  cleared  of  spectators,  as 
the  mob  followed  the  body  of  the  marquis,  still  riveUng  their  eyes  on  the  bier  on  which  it  was 
stretched. 

The  trio  proceeded  to  their  rooms,  and  having  refreshed  themaelves,  they  went  to  the  ceU 
of  Dudds,  where  they  found  him  preparing  for  his  eiile. 

He  was  very  glad  when  he  saw  his  friends  conUng  to  him,  who  with  tears  in  their  eyes 
walked  to  him  to  wish  him  the  last  forewdL 

Henry  raised  hhn,  and  when  he  recovered  his  senses  he  thanked  the  party  for  this  last 
token  of  their  generous  sincerity. 

'*  I  shaO,"  said  the  greatfril  man,  <'  carry  your  req>eetive  memories  with  me  to  my  solitary 
exile ;  and  as  it  has  pleased  the  Sovereign  Arbiter  of  all  human  events  to  spare  my  life,  aaay 
the  remainder  of  it  be  passed  in  prayers  and  penitence  I 

'*  The  Lord  has  been  merciful,  ah  I  more  merdftil  than  I  oould  have  seasonably  supposed, 
and  I  now  see  the  force  of  contrite  repentance. 

**  I  have  escaped  tbe  terrors  of  the  law,  but  have  plunged  the  soul  of  the  Marqaia  de  St 
PufTet  into  eternal  misery ;  for  no  good  can  be  ultimately  expected  from  the  commission  of 
suicide.  But  I  believe  I  have  no  fresh  charge  to  tax  myself  with,  as  by  exposing  his  baseness 
I  did  my  duty,  and  favoured  my  contrition.  And,  poor  fellow,  as  he  was  the  hapless  victim  ef 
sad  apostacy,  I  have  therefore  to  weq>  that  his  mind  was  so  benighted,  and  that  he  loved  daik- 
ness  better  than  light 

**  But  my  time  is  short,  and  I  must  briefly  add,  that  to  you,  the  Count  de  Gras,  and  your 
son,  I  beg  you  will  both  accept  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  generous  eflTorts  in  promoting 
my  welfore ;  and  to  you,  my  dear  friend  De  Gemier,  the  same  sentiments  for  year  fidelity  to 
me  to  this  last  hour.  I  have  injured  you  in  my  youth,  ah !  injured  you  beyond  redress  1  I 
despised  your  advice,  and  followed  my  own  miserable  sophisms  I  but  I  have  enjoyed  its  fotal 
fruits,  and  experience  has  awfully  evinced  how  wretched,  how  unfortunate,  how  infatuated,  and 
how  criminal  has  been  my  life  1  but  I  know  I  have  your  pardon  for  all  my  weaknness,  and  in 
solitude,  ah  !  in  the  sUeot  shade  of  solitude,  where  no  envious  thoughts  wfll  distract  my  brain» 
and  no  worldly  affairs  divert  my  attention  from  the  concerns  of  eternity,  I  shall  often  think  of 
you,  and  bless  you  amongst  the  many  for  whose  frailties  and  fmperfeetkms  I  shall  weep.* 

De  Gemier  was  sorry  that  his  departure  was  so  near,  and  told  him,  that  in  his  absence  bo 
should  often  think  of  him,  and  shed  a  tear  of  aflfeetlon,  as  memory  would  recal  the  snltie^  of 
his  sincerity. 

The  count  and  Henry  also  assured  him  that  they  would  equally  entertain  the  aaiM 
principles. 

He  now  walked  with  his  friends  to  take  his  departure,  as  the  vessel  would,  era  a  few  days 
were  elapsed,  be  ready  to  convey  hhn  to  the  place  of  his  destination. 

He  with  tears,  and  shaking  the  hands  of  his  friends,  stepped  into  the  earriage  which  was  to 
carry  him  to  the  rendesvousb  from  whence  a  vessel  would  waft  Urn  to  the  riiores  of  his  fisitare 
destination. 

A  variety  of  ideas  associated  themselves  with  the  subject  of  his  fbrmer  pleaanrea,  and.  In 
the  contemplation  of  tbe  past  scenes  of  his  miserable  existence,  a  pleasing  and  soft  feielaneholy 
shaded  the  tumult  of  those  ideas  which  raged  fai  his  braast 

Thus  much  for  the  unfortunate  Dudds,  who  fh>m  his  nature  dhieovered  a  sincere  and  open 
heart.  His  muul  in  his  eariy  days  was  susceptible  of  the  most  amiable  impression ;  b«t  tbe 
g»y  icenes  <^  the  worid  allured  him  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  perverted  his  talent,  and  hardened' 
bisfeeUngs.  When  he  did  a  bad  actfon  he  was  sorry  fbr  it,  and  had  his  mhid  been  prevkra^ 
estranged  fnm  the  powerful  ^charms  of  dissipation,  he  would  net  have  ebvrted  acenea  of 
J^^'^  ^*>^  placed  as  he  was  hi  a  miUtary  station,  he  cook!  not  resist 
illr«fti»lfos  in  life  oAnd  many  tAwntW«aiftVb«ctf«  11^  tonsfeoitte 
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wat  the  dawa  of  hit  miMry,  and  lo  will  it  be  «fw  produeUTa  of  lorroir  and  misery  to  all  thoio 
who  allow  the  evfl  propemSty  to  gain  an  aeoendanoy  in  their  mindi. 
%    Hie  amiable,  worthy*  and  ▼irtnoot  trio  were  much  affected  by  hia  departure ;  they  j|>itied 
the  ttrengtb  of  hia  worldly  paasiona,  and  their  ultimate  sad  effect     They  commended  his 
pious  ceotrition,  which  afforded  them  all  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure. 


CHAPTER    IX. 


•«  AitthMMytUBf  t 


Art  thoa  mnae  sod,  aome  aafel,  or  toae  deril. 

That  tkMi  ma±\t  my  Mtod  9clld,mnd  ay  luUr  to  fCuidt 

Speak  to  me,  what  art  thoaf— SBAKirtAEB. 

Tbb  idea  of  the^  horrid  suicide  still  huog  quivering  on  everybody's  lips,  and  occupied  most 
manfully  their  feelings. 

It  yforded  all  the  spectators  the  strongest  example  of  the  tortured  oonsdenoe  of  a  wicked 
man  in  the  last  stage  of  his  iniquity. 

As  far  as  earthly  commiseration  availeth,  they  pitied  the  wretched  man  for  the  ends  which 
he  used  to  gratify  his  fallen  ambition,  and  also  for  the  dreary  prospects  which  he  would  have 
of  eternity. 

De  Gemier  opening  the  manuscript  of  the  marquis,  began  to  read  it,  and  was  astonished 
beyond  measure  in  finding  the  name  of  Agnes  firequently  inserted  in  it,  and  also  with  the 
strange  conclusion. 

There  was  something  in  the  lines  too  mysterious  to  escape  his  attention,  he  therefore  read 
It  over  again,  having  done  which,  he  gave  it  to  the  count  for  his  perusal  with  emotions  of  the 
greatest  surprise. 

«<  The  Memorial  of  the  wrettAed  and  dieappohUti  Marquu  ie  Si  Puffet. 

**  FVom  the  most  gloomy  apartment  of  human  misery  I  now  take  up*  my  pen,  to  noulge  in 
these  my  last  sad  reflections.  My  life  has  been  guilty,  and  I  have  injured  many,  and  I 
greatly  fear  that  the  hand  of  justice  is  going  to  punish  my  crimes.  Yet  why  need  I  fear  ? 
Should  dissolution  he  my  portion  hi  this  world,  I  shall  be  happy,  for  it  will  free  my  soul  fh»m 
the  bonds  of  servitude,  and  I  shall  rise  above  the  errors  of  a  vain  superstition,  which  is  calcii« 
lated  only  to  sour  the  bliss  of  this  life,  and  pave  the  way  to  sorrow  and  misery.  Ah  I  my  dear 
Agnes  I  let  not  the  manes  of  thy  wretched  remains  visit  me  in  this  period  of  affliction  I  I 
know  I  have  injured  you  far  beyond  the  power  of  redress,  but  it  was  my  impassioned  lov» 
which  instigated  me  to  bribe  the  gardener  of  the  convent  of  St  CUiro  to  infuse  the  soporifie 
draught  in  the  glass  of  cold  water  which  he  administered  to  you.  Ah  I  it  had  the  fatal  effect, 
you  remained  in  a  state  of  insensibility  for  forty-eight  hours,  during  which  period  you  was  con- 
veyed far  from  the  reach  of  the  lady  abbess,  and  lodged  in  the  chateau  of  the  injured  Count 
de  Gras.  But  ah  I  Agnes,  not  long  have  I  enjoyed  the  roses  of  love,  and  not  long  have  I 
revelled  in  your  heavenly  society,  for  death,  stem  death  f  indifferent  in  his  choice,  and  who 
watches  with  impartial  hand  tlm  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  has  robbed  me  of  my 
celestial  treasure.  What  now  remains  for  me  but  a  guilty  oonsdence,  and  a  frowning 
heaven !  Conscienoe  did  I  say  ?  Oh  t  bugbear  of  imagination !  Not  all  the  boasted  terrors 
of  eternity  can  soften  my  obdurate  heart,  or  alter  in  the  least  the  code  of  my  atheistical  prin* 
dples.  Ah  I  lady  abbess,  you  little  thhik  that  it  was  If  it  was  I,  the  wretched  Marquifde  St 
Puffet,  that  seduced  your  girl,  and  stole  her  tnm  the  convent !  Ah  I  it  was  I  that  sent  her 
loaded  with  misery  to  the  grave !  But  why  do  I  fear  t  nothing  but  an  eternal  sleep,  and  a 
pleasing  oblivion  of  all  the  sorfows  and  cares  of  this  lifls,  oan  follow  my  dissolution.  Ah  I 
happy  time !  To  all  mankind  IfBOw  confess,  that  I  was  the  robber  of  the  lamfly  mansion  oC 
the  Count  de  Gras,  the  seducer  and  the  murderer  of  Ago—" 

The  poor  count  wept  over  the  oontents  of  this  epbtle^  and  he  resolved  to  show  it  to  tho 
judge,  as  a  clear  confession  of  the  Marqnia  de  St  Pnffetli  guOt  written  In  his  own  hand. 

WhOst  these  things  were  passinf  on,  De  Gemier  oommnnjcated  his  hitention  to  the  Count 
de  Gras  of  visiUng  the  convent  of  St  Chdre,  bi  order  to  aeqoafait  the  lady  abbess  with  tbo 
wholeof  the  hrtelligeooe  oapoendnff  Agnes,  and  also  to  gab  sono  Ihnthiir  fts^knSaaek' 
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Btnie,  tne  indifiduli  wlio  took  tlie  cottage  of  Montlaiir  L*Oiieaii,  whleb  wai  rfemtod  it  tfaa 
tonth  of  Fhtfice. 

They  had  long  promfied  them  a  viait,  and  tbay  noir  fixed  the  prefent  period  to  p«t  ioto 
execQtioD  their  iDtended  plana. 

Having  heard  of  the  trial  of  the  Marqoif  de  St  ^ofTet,  and  aedng  Momieur  de  Genier^ 
name  inserted  amongat  the  witnenei,  it  strongly  induced  them  to  come  to  Paris,  which  being 
put  into  execution,  they  made  themselves  known  to  De  Gen^r»  who  introduced  tbem  to  the 
Count  de  Gras,  and  likewise  to  his  son.  ' 

Henry  was  much  pleased  with  the  unaffected  modesty,  good  sense,  and  artless  simplicity  of 
Clara,  who  had  no  mean  claim  to  beauty,  and  certainly  an  ample  portion  of  good  eensibiKly. 

Monsieur  Bam6,  her  father,  was  a  man  of  some  property,  and  of  a  moat  amiable  disposition. 
He  retired  amongst  the  wildi  of  solitude,  with  a  heart  ftdl  of  the  precious  meed  of  pRy  fbr  the 
frailties  of  roan :  he  liked  to  wander  with  Clara  amongst  the  wUd  mountains,  and  point  oot  to 
lier  the  beauties  of  nature. 

The  situation  of  the  ehatean  of  the  Count  de  Graa  would  please  them  vastly,  and  naore 
particularly  Clara  Bam4. 

Daring  its  unlawfiil  occupation  by  the  Marquis  de  St  Puffiet  it  frowned  wifli  anger  on  his 
dark  works,  and  smiled  with  pity  on  the  helpless  state  of  the  unfortunate  Agnea. 

Many  mysteries  increased  the  solenm  majesty  <^  the  chateau,  and  tended  to  awe  the  guiag 
apectator. 

Clara  would  make  a  charming  companion  for  Leonora,  and  the  quiet,  serene,  and  interesting 
manner  of  hjer  father  was  most  congenial  with  the  spirits-  of  the  worthy  Count  de  Graa,  who 
was  now  tottering  under  the  infirmities  of  age. 

His  past  a£9iQtioos  had  greatly  harassed  his  mind  and  debilitated  his  nerves,  and  it  seemed 
that  it  was  a  hard  combat  between  nature  and  art.  whether  he  would  sikWIveto  witiiese  the 
ample  completion  of  his  wishes ;  which,  though  but  now  small,  were  great  when  compared  with 
his  infirm  station. 

He  wished  much  for  the  return  of  De  Gemier,  to  l>e  acquainted  with  the  particoUrs  oon- 
cemiog  Agnes,  and  also  to  crown  his  union  with  Leonora,  which  would  make  his  grey  haira 
descend  with  peace  to  the  grave. 

l<caving  the  count  and  family  in  anxious  expectation  of  Monsieur,  Madame,  and  Clam  Bame, 
let  us  attend  De  Gernier  on  his  eventful  journey. 

Before  he  left  Paris  he  made  all  possible  inquiry  concerning  the  situation  of  the  eonv«Bt  of 
St  Claire,  and  he  gained  the  most  satisfactory  intelligence. 

He  was  informed  that  it  was  situated  in  an  immense  forest  in  the  south  of  FVance. 

He  dreaded  the  idea  of  travelling  through  its  trackless  paths,  as,  should  he  be  unfor- 
tunately ben.^<«ted.  in  vain  could  he  seek  for  assistance. 

But  the  causes  which  instigated  him  to  brave  the  dangers  of  his  journey  made  liim 
dauntless,  and  he  determined  to  pursue  his  way  despite  of  all  perils. 

He  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  informed  of  the  exact  situation  of  the  forest,  but  it 
occasioned  him  some  anxiety  to  discover  the  position  of  the  convent. 

He  pursued  his  way  through  the  most  beautiful  and  luxuriant  country ;  plantations  of  vine, 
palm  and  olive,  were  exquisitely  contrasted  with  dark  woods  of  pine,  cypress^  larch,  and 
chesnut.  The  road  wound  round  the  feet  of  the  mountains,  whose  summits  were  fringed  with 
ash  and  willow. 

The  road  followed  its  seroentine  direction,  till  at  length  it  brought  the  adientmous  hero 
into  a  most  beautiful  plain. 

The  vines  were  covered  with  luxurious  festoons  of  purple  grapes,  the  rich  orange  trees 
poured  forth  their  odoriferous  scent  to  the  desert  air,  whilst  the  chaste  oli\-es  eotteealed  them- 
seKes  behind  their  foliage. 

He  advanced,  and  having  crossed  the  plain,  found  himself  in  another  valley. 

The  lonely  grandeur  of  the  grey  mountains  on  each  side  of  him  raised  in  hb  mind  the 
nost  awfol  ideas ;  he  travelled  over  hiH  and  dale  for  two  successive  daya,  tai  be  at  le^th 
arrived  al  the  foreit  fe  which  the  convent  oC  St  Claire  was  embovertd. 

^^^Sm^  to  travd  slowly,  as  hb  horse's  strength  was  neariy  eihamted,  owiaf  to  the 
AmC  iCI*''^lMNr»  aid  the  hoi  bonung  uMflft. 
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Th6  romantie  wQdnets  and  waviog  blackness  of  the  forest,  which  contrasted  'with  Hs 
•oUtary  and  aged  aspect,  raised  in  his  asind  the  most  awful  and  terrifying  ideas. 

He  gaxed  on  the  gloomy  woods  with  serious  attention,  and  the  idea  that  he  was  so  near 
Qat  least  from  anticipation)  the  convent  of  St  Claire,  elated,  but  greatly  agitated,  his  spirits. 
The  sun  was  now  on  the  verge  of  setting ;  a  fiery  gleam,  which  shot  itself  all  over  the  west^ 
was  the  prelude  of  its  dissolution ;  and  whilst  De  Gemier  was  contemplating  the  mild  grandeur 
of  the  scene,  the  resplendent  orb  stole  from  his  view,  and  lost  itself  behind  the  forest. 

Its  glorious  splendour  shaded  the  boundless  horizon  with  a  yellow  gleam,  and  lighted  up  a 
few  partial  recesses  of  the  gloomy  forest,  whilst  the  rest  was  shrouded  in  solemn  obscurity. 

As  he  gazed  on  the  sublime  scene,  he  heard  the  sound  of  distant  music,  which  floated  on 
the  western  gale ;  it  enchanted  his  senses,  and  riveted  him  to  the  spot.  The  sound  seemed 
to  die  away — now  rose  into  a  louder  swdl,  and  then  sunk  down  into  the  softest  cadence.  He 
was  almost  induced  to  think  that  it  was  the  magic  effect  of  enchantment ;  but  the  almost 
allowable  delusion  soon  passed  away,  for  the  music  was  distinctly  heard  which  issued  from  the 
convent  of  St  Claire.    The  nuns  were  chanting  the  requiem  and  their  evening  devotions. 

He  proceeded  a  little  further,  and  as  he  advanced  the  bell  rang  for  vespers. 

He  was  now  confirmed  in  the  pleasing  idea  that  he  was  not  far  from  the  convent. 

The  shades  of  night  now  began  to  thicken,  and  grey  twilight  soon  veiled  in  obscurity  the 
wide  extended  landscape  of  nature. 

His  spirits  began  to  ftil,  but  were  soon  revived  at  the  view  of  a  distant  light,  which  glim- 
mered in  the  obscurity  of  the  forest. 

He  advanced,  and  having  reached  the  spot  from  whence  it  issued,  he  stopped  to  look  if  it 
was  the  convent,  or,  at  all  events,  to  awaken  the  inhabitants  to  direct  him  the  way  to  it. 

He  heard  nothing  but  the  dismal  bowlings  of  the  wild  beasts  of  prey,  and  being  forced  by 
necessity,  he  broke  forth  into  the  following  abrupt  exclamation : — 

**  Oh !  Father  of  mercies,  have  pity  on  thy  wretched  creature  man,  and  grant  him  an  asylum 
in  this  hour  of  trouble !  Oh  inhabitant  of  this  forest,  may  I  beseech  you  to  grant  me  a  night's 
repose  ?  Ah,  wretched  lady  abbess,  you  little  think  that  the  man  is  now  so  near  you,  who 
is  seeking  to  inform  you  of  the  fate  of  the  wretched  Agnes." 

De  Gemier  stopped,  and  thought  that  he  heard  a  human  voice ;  nor  was  he  deceived,  for 
presently  he  saw  a  ddbr  open  on  the  side  of  the  hill. 

It  was  the  cave  of  a  hermit,  and  presently  a  man  of  tall  stature,  and  from  whose  pallid  face 
was  suspended  a  long  white  beard,  made  his  appearance. 

His  form  was  slender,  and  his  mien  mnjestic,  and  a  religious  solemnity  clouded  his  brow, 
whilst  the  most  calm  and  quiet  manner  marked  his  address. 

His  godlike  appearance  awed  De  Gemier,  who  stood  aghast,  and  gazed  on  the  superoatoral 
being  in  speechless  affright. 

He  at  last  found  words  to  express  himself,  and  thus  addressed  the  reverend  sire  :— 

"  Oh,  being,  whether  mortal  or  not,  have  pity  on  a  poor  deserted  knight,  who  has  lost  hii 
way  in  this  dark  and  gloomy  forest ;  commiserate  his  case,  and  grant  him  a  night's  lodging.*' 

The  hermit  contemplated  the  manly  countenanoe  of  De  Gemier,  in  which  were  expressed 
all  the  hopes  and  fears  of  an  heroic  mind,  and  with  a  calm  sympathy  he  thus  addressed  him  :— 
*  **  What  bringeth  thee  here,  friend,  at  this'thne  of  night,  fai  this  dark  forest,  in  whose  wilda 
io  many  have  perished  ?  How  is  it  that  you  have  not  paid  dear  for  your  temerity  ?  But,  not 
to  distress  your  feelings,  come  in  and  paitake  of  my  humble  Cure.** 

De  Gemier  obeyed  the  venerable  man's  request,  thanking  him  most  sincerely  for  bit 
liberaUty 

He  put  before  him  some  dried  frait,  herbs,  milk,  and  figs,  of  which  De  Gemier  made  a  most 
luscious  repast,  for  many  hours  had  elapsed  since  he  had  tasted  anything. 

Wniist  De  Gemier  was  eating  his  meal,  the  liermit  eyed  him  attentively,  and  seemed 
watching  his  features  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude.  He  was  much  strack  with  his  manly 
countenance  and  dignified  manner. 

WhOst  the  venerable  man  was  indulging  his  curiosity,  our  hero  turned  from  his  table,  to 
sake  the  moit  sincere  thanks  to  his  venerable  heat. 

De  Gemier  gazed  on  his  solemn  aspect,  and  he  seemed  more  thwwBO^ii&k. 

Uia  manaer  waa  qnieC  and  iapraiiTet  Mm  ^raJbbYtfiSiira  wmI  i^«wn^is^>G2&  xbSm^  :^ 
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and  commanrting.  Hit  beard  wai  tinged  with  a  ifivory  hue,  aai  fab  digriiOed  apfujaiauuc  was 
increased  by  the  peculiar  manner  of  his  dreif ;  a  fixed  mtmitj  waa  fettled  on  hia  hroir,  aad 
his  maturer  yearg,  without  impairing  the  oomeltneaa  of  hia  oomtenaiioe  had  added  a  d^nity 
to  his  features,  which  his  earUar  days  liad  left  unfinished. 

In  short,  every  circomstanoe  plainly  disoovered  to  De  OeniSer,  that  be  had  laaf  bid  adieu 
to  the  gay  scenes  of  the  world,  to  plunge  himself  faito  &e  wilds  of  aoUtade  and  reAeoCion. 

De  Gemier  having  finished  his  repeat,  the  hermit  reqaeated  him  to  aeqoafait  him  with  flm 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  visit  the  forest. 

He  replied,  that  the  unfortunate  end  of  Agnes,  a  nun  of  the  convent  of  St  ClairBb  and  ato 
tras  seduced  by  the  Marquis  de  St  PufilSet,  induced  him  to  find  out  the  mother  abbesa,  to  oom- 
snunicate  to  her  the  intelligence  of  her  death.  He  aeqoainted  the  hermit  with  tha'  peealiar 
drcumstances  which  attended  her  death,  and  also  informed  him  that  they  seemed  ao  anyateri- 
ous,  that  he  was  resolved  to  discovor  the  lady  abbess  of  the  oonvent  of  St  Claire,  in  oi^er  to 
gtan  some  intelligence  on  the  strange  subject. 

Here  the  feelings  of  the  hermit,  which  were  gradually  sinking  into  despoadeaey  ima  tiie 
account  of  De  Gemier,  now  totally  overcame  him,  and  ntteriag  a  faoUow  groan  iw  'Mated 
away. 

Our  hero  was  amazed,  and  gased  on  the  seeming  lifeless  body  of  the  Imnait  with  the 
utmost  terror  and  astonishment ;  but  the  venerable  man  sooa  revived,  and  his  apirita  beiag 
too  weak  to  hear  further  intelligenoe  of  De  Geroier,  he  oommnaicated  his  Intention  of  Imvtng 
another  interview  with  him  on  the  ensuing  mofning. 

The  venerable  man  took  De  Geroier  by  the  arm,  and  oooduetad  him  to  a  amall  apaitiaent,' 
Fhich  he  had  prepared  for  him. 

When  our  hero  reached  his  room,  a  variety  of  strong  enartiona  atruggied  in  hia  bmit,  at 
once  to  frighten  his  perturbed  imagination. 

The  reasons  why  the  hermit  disbovered  such  strong  emotions  at  the  bitter  &ta  of  Agnes, 
and  why  he  scrutinized  him  with  such  attention,  plunged  his  soul  into  tlm  meat  myataiioMa 
reflection*,  and  the  more  he  endeavoured  to  ease  hia  mind,  the  more  he  was  at  a  iosa  to  give 
any  reasons  which  would  effect  it. 

A  variety  of  ideas  suggested  themselves,  till  at  length  his  spirita,  wearied  with  fatigue, 
aunk  into  Morpheus's  arms. 

When  1  he  worthy  man's  senses  were  restored  to  him,  he  exclaimed ;— **  Ah,  ill-iatod  Agnes ! 
ah,  my  child  !  at  length  is  the  sad  intelligenoe  granted  me  which  I  have  long  anticipated,  and 
which  I  am  afraid  is  but  now  too  truly  confirmed.  Oh  thou  vile  monster,  that  hast  robbed 
me  of  my  child,  may  thou  feel  all  the  pangs  and  stings  which  I  now  experienoe  I  hot  no  aM>re 
to  heap  curses  on  thy  wretched  memory,  however  just  they  may  be.  Thy  aoul  baa  received 
its  desert,  and  you  have  suffered  for  your  baseness  and  iniquity.  Ah!  good  lady  abbesa,  loan 
now  ease  your  mind  of  a  material  portion  of  its  sorrow,  by  informing  you  of  that  which  you. 
must  have  long  anticipated.** 


CHAPTER    X 

A  mystery  and  an  explanatiaii. 

The  venerable  hermit  now  retired  to  rest,  and  endeavoured  to  seek  relief  in  tbe  anaa  of  sleep; 

but  he  laid  his  weary  body  on  a  sleepless  qouch,  for  the  moat  terrible  dreama  haunted  hia 

ima(rination. 

He  awoke  early  the  next  morning,  and  went  to  De  Gemier*s  room,  who  was  nearly  habited. 
The  picture  of  his  mother,  which  bis  father  had  given  him  previous  to  hia  first  depaitve  from 
the  cottng^e,  was  lying  on  the  table. 

The  hermit  seemed  riveted  to  the  spot,  his  colour  faded  from  his  oounteaaace,  and  gazing 
on  tlie  miniature  with  the  most  inefiable  surprise  and  agonizing  soapoaee,  he  exclainiei,  **)fy 
wife !  my  long.iost  wife  T*  and,  staggering,  fell  senseless  to  the  graand. 

Da  Geroier  was  thunderstruck ;  he  advanced,  and  lifting  up  bis  eyes,  lie  fised  them  on 
bis  countenance,  and  loudly  vociferated,  *'  My  father  I  my  kmg-ioat  Ihtherr  and  iell  aeoaelcia 
byhiBude, 

Wbea'  «nbitaiirpfMft«a4W»x^S<^\.iakandBaa!nft^ 
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of  his  fttbar  man  attenUTdy,  and^  cloarij  iNBf€t!v«d  the  ravages  which  afltieiion,  time,  and 
flolicude  had  eflRKited. 

Wbei»be  left  his  filther,  he  was  in'  tiie  i»ide  and  glory  of  manhood,  but  vieissitndes  and 
calamities  now  made  him  totter  under  the  iufirraitieB  of  forced  old  age. 

His  sunken  eyes,  palUd  fiiee,  long  silvery  beard,  and  emaciated  form,  had  so  disguised  him» 
that  his  son  oould  not  at  ftrst  recognize  him ;  and  it  is  now  evident  why  the  hermit  discovered 
auch  strong  emotions  when  his  son  was  eating  his  meaL 

Pierre  lifted  the  weak  and  tottering  frame  of  his  fktber  'from  the  ground,  and  apptyinf^ 
restoratives,  he  soon  recovered  his  senses. 

**  Oh !  merciful  Father  !*'  said  the  venerable  man,  '*  can  t  believe  wiiat  I  now  witness?  b 
it  true  that  you  are  my  son  ?  Advance,  child,  and  let  me  examine  your  features.  Ah  !  Indeed 
it  is !  his  mother's  eyes  sparkle  in  his  countenance,  and  her  delicate  sensibility  clouds  his  brow. 
My  long  lost,  dearly  beloved  son,  who  comes  to  seek  his  fiither,  despite  of  all  perils,  and  to  inform 
him  of  the  death  of  his  daughter,  receive  my  benediction,  and  know  that  Agnes  was  your  sister  r* 

"  My  sister,  sir  I'*  exclaimed  Pierre  with  amazement ;  '*  and  had  I  then  a  sister,  and  sacri- 
ficed to  the  lawless  passion  of  the  monster,  who,  not  content  with  one  bad  action,  must  needs 
pour  a  deluge  of  woe  upon  the  family?  Oh!  period  of  exquisite  bll8»— of  misery  ineffable ! 
and  had  I,  sir,  a  sister  ?^' 

**  You  had  indeed,  my  boy,  and  I  placed  her  in  the  convent  of  St  Claire,  which  is  contiguous 
to  this  spot ;  for  what  cause  I  will  soon  give  my  reasons/' 

Pierre,  the  more  he  talked  with  his  father,  was  the  more  amazed,  and  he  examined  hif 
features,  which  strongly  exposed  the  feeiin(;s  of  his  mind. 

**  Since  then,"  said  Monsieur  L'Oiseau,  *'  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to  restore  to  me 
ny  long  lost  child,  I  will  now  die  in  peace." 

'*  Ah  !  sir,"  replied  his  son,  **  do  not  fill  your  mind  with  such  ideas ;  you  have  yet  much  ta 
be  acquainted  with,  much  to  do,  and,  I  trust,  eventual  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  experience. 
I  am  anxious  to  be  acquainted  with  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  follow  this  dreary  life, 
and  also  to  bo  informed  of  some  further  particulars  respecting  my  sister  Agnes." 

"  Sit  down,  my  dear  boy,'*  said  the  hermit,  **  and  I  will  communicate  to  you  ^oU  the  par^ 
ticulars,  and  ease  your  mind  of  a  material  portion  of  Its  anguish  and  suspense." 

Monsieur,  in  a  slow  and  solemn  tone  of  voice,  delivered  the  following  narrative  to  his  son  : 

The  Narrative  ofMrnuieur  VOiuau,  the  Hermit  of  the  Forest  of  St  B 

**  To  retrace  the  scenes  of  my  former  days  would  be  a  most  tedious,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  most  melancholy  task  ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that,  as  far  as  regards  your  sister,  as  soon  as  she 
was  weaned  she  was  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  lady  abbess,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  very  strong  resemblance  which  she  bore  to  her  mother ;  who  was  as  beautiful  as  Madonna, 
and  was  adorned  with  the  sensibility  of  MagdiUcn. 

"  I  was  afraid  that,  had  I  kept  my  daughter,  the  very  faithfuUimage  which  she  bore  to  her 
mother  might  ultimately  disclose  the  seat  of  our  dwelling,  and  be  the  means  of  bringing  on  a 
multitude  of  evils,  which  at  that  time  I  was  anxious  to  avoid  by  living  in  honourable  obscurity 
and  humble  retirement ;  besides,  my  own  private  reasons  induced  me  strongly  to  place  her  in 
a  convent ;  and,  being  supported  by  collateral  reasons,  I  put  into  execution  my  intended  plan* 
For  I  was  anxious  that  the  Count  de  Gras  should  not  discover  our  retreat,  as  having  lost  the 
title-deeds  of  the  family  mansion  (concerning  which  subject  I  gave  you  some  hints  previous  to 
your  departure  from  the  cottage)  while  crossing  over  a  heath,  I  was  afraid  that,  should  the 
count  find  out  my  humble  dwelling,  and  were  he  to  ask  me  for  the  deeds,  the  reply  which  I 
should  necessarily  be  forced  to  give  him,  would  instigate  him  to  suspect  that  I  was  endea* 
vouring  to  shade  my  weakness  with  duplicity.  Besides,  I  further  thought,  that  by  placing  my 
child  in  a  convent,  she  would  avoid  the  contagion  of  a  dissipated  worid,and  find- ample  pleasure 
from  the  society  and  conversation  of  the  lady  abbess,  as  I  did. not  subject  her  to  the  order  of 
the  convent,  its  severity  and  penance.  Thus  much  for  my  unfortunate  child  (a  tear  glistened 
in  his  eye  as  these  words  escaped  from  his  lips) ;  l  now  proceed  to  acquaint  you  with  a  fresh 
calamity,  and  as  you  have  seen  Monsieur  Bam^  I  make  no  doubt  that  heibsiiB  made  known  to 
joyx  the  dread  intelligence.  I  allude  to  the  death  of  myc  dearly  laaMgited  wife,  which  melan- 
choly event  took  place  soon  after  your  fint  departure  from  thA  coUkA^\ 
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h«rndt  ioAunied  her  thai  he  died  hi  a  nunoer  whiah  expoMd  the  flesoe  paMJoni  of  his  natnre, 
and  wfested  fiir  ever  ftom  him  the  iligbtatt  holdxif  eternity. 

hk  short,  the  meeting  with  Moojiour  L'Oiieeu  reoonoiled  her  fioelingi,  and  ibe  to&d  him 
that  she  should  noi7  die  in  peace,  a«. having  teen  the  father  of  the  chiid  who  waa  atolmi  from 
her ;  and  being  informed  of  all  the  cirenmatances  which  aided  the  basenew  of  the  masquia,  the 
reposed  the  anguish  of  ber  breart  in  the  boeom  of  the  hermity  and  wished  him  adieu  wita 
tears,  but»with  satisfafition. 


CHAPTER    XL 

"  Thrice  happy  ine«^Bg ! 


Nor  tisie»nor  death»thaU  eref  put  them  nMxe."— Blub. 

Just  08  they  qvitted  the  oourt  which  led  to  the  great  gates,  the  bell  with  alow  and  aoleoui 
sou u(i  chimed  for  ▼etpers. 

The  hermit,  musing  on  the  fortitode  of  the  lady  abbess,  exclaimed,  **  Oh  blamed  woman ' 
thou;  art  bem  to  reebt  the  calamities  of  life,  and  bear  with  fortitude  its  aorrowftd  nciaiitiidfli»" 

Presently  they  heard  the  softest,  the  most  melancholy  musio. 

It  was  the  nuns  of  the  Qon?ent  chanting  the  requiem  for  the  sonl  of  the  departed  AgBti. '' 

This  instance  of  the  lady  abbess's  respect  to  the  OMmory  of  the  hermitTa  daagfater  tonehmt 
his  soul  to  the  quick,  but  it  was  inconsistent  for  him  to  betray  bis  emotions,  since  the  good 
mother  abbess  had  shown  on  example  of  piety  and  resignation. 

He  listened  with  raptnre  to  the  music,  till  at  length  it  died  away^-4|gaMi  a  loader  aweU 
floated-  on  the  paaiiag  gale,  and  again  sunk  into  air. 

The  bright  orb  of  day  bc^an  to  decline,  and  its  fading  raya  marked  the  bonaditn  horiaon 
with  a  roseate  hue,  in  which  was  mixed  a  sofflron  shade,  and  ita  last  gleam  heighteiied  the 
richneas  of  autumn's  vivid  tents. 

They  walked  on,  till  at  length  they  came  to  a  little  amphitheatre  in  the  wood. 

Pierre  ascended  the  summit,  and  contemplated  the  sublimity  of  the  scene,  which  imine- 
diatcly  surrounded  him  with  a  reverential  awe.  His  ideas  were  filled  with  the  utmoai  wonder 
and  astonishment  as  he  gased  on  the  blue  ether,  in  whose  unfathomable  depths  conntless 
myriads  of  worlds  lay  scattered  and  concealed  from  mortals'  curious  and  penetrating  eyea. 

The  chaste  orb  of  night  was  just  ascending  above  the  horizon.  A  universal  oalm  involTed 
the  face  of  things :  they  listened  to  catch  the  passing  sounds,  but  all  was  hushed  into  aolemtt 
atilineasi     Short-lived  was  tho  triumph,  for  presently  they  heard  the  trampling  of  horsea. 

They  gazed  anxiously  on  all  around,  and  presently  they  saw  two  knights  on  horaebaok. 

The  first  was  of  a  towering  form  and  commanding  countenance,  whilst  the  second  was  a 
fenerable,  valiant4ooking  knight,  who  appeared  as  if  he  had  braved  all  the  perila  of  the  holy 
wars. 

They  both  riveted  their  eyes  on  them,  and  found,  to  their  inexpressible  aatoniafamenty  thai 
the  strangers  were  the  Count  dc  Gras  and  his  son." 

The  count  gazed  on  De  Gcrnicr  in  speechless  amazement,  as  did  Henry  on  the  venerable 
hermit ;  till  the  count,  regaining  those  emotions  which  the  most  ineffiible  anrprisa  bad  con* 
quered,  advanced  towards  Pierre,  and  said,  '*  By  what  mystery  is  it  that  I  find  you  in  thia 
remote  forest,  accompanied  with  yonder  holy  and  venerable-looking  man  ?  Is  he  your  guide 
through  these,  pathless  tracts  ?  Who  is  he  ?" 

**  He  is  my  father  I  my  long-lost  fatltcr !"  replied  Pierre  with  the  most  energetic  warmth. 

"  Your  father!"  quickly  interrupted  the  count ;  <^oh  strange  mystery  !" 

He  cast  his  eyes  on  the  ven^able  form  of  tho  hermit,  and  but  too  traly  recognized  in  him 
Monsieur  I'Oiseau,  the  husband  of  his  sister. 

The  hermit  advanced  before  the  count,  and  falling  on  bis  knees,  said,  "•  Fofgive  the  peni- 
tent man,  the  folly  of  whose  youthful  indiscretion,  and  the  raging  flame  of  love,  induced  him  to 
elope  with  your  sister*  My  ardent  aflbction  blinded  the  principlea  of  reason,  and  in  my  juve- 
nile days  I  considered  not  the  misery  I  was  entailhig  oo  the  family ;  bat  matnrer  years  have 
the  ytehnce  of  my  actk>ns,  and  afflbvdedme  the  most  neero  and  contrite  repen^ 

fhtte»  Mttlds  vhMnMft  inM,  «4\w*r]te^Mi«M«^  ^1 
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wni  blen  'htrmemorj*    BMiold,  honotired  dr,  my  garb  which  I  have  worn  kr  these  kttt  dght 
wioters,  and  in  soKtnde  have  I  prayed  fi»r  her  happhieai,  and  for  yonr  forgive&osi.** 

**  Rive,  prottrate  Tirtnoos  nan  t  rite  «nd  receiTe  my  eternal  forgiveneM !  Oh !  had  I  but 
known  the  extent  of  year  virtue,  you  fhould  not  have  been  treated  thus ;  but 

*  Full  many  a  gem  of  purest  ray  •erene, 
The  dark  unfathomM  caveaof  ooesa  bear; 
Fun  many  a  flower  ia  bom  to  blnali  unseea. 
And  waate  ita  aweetoeaa  on  the  deaert  air.'  ** 

Tears,  more  expressive  than  words,  spoke  the  language  of  his  feelings :  his  gratitude  was 
warmed  by  the  benevolence  of  the  Count  de  Gras,  and  was  confirmed  by  virtue. 

They  now  proceeded  by  mutual  consent  to  the  cave,  which  was  not  Ikr  ofT. 

The  moon-beams  pointed  out  the  way,  and  threw  a  silvery  glance  at  the  reposing  beauty 
of  the  landscape. 

As  they  walked  on,  the  conversation  turned  on  the  strange  meeting  of  the  hermit  and  his 
son,  and  ako  his  many  adventures  of  sorrow  since  he  eloped  with  the  count's  sister. 

In  short,  the  hermit  explained  all  the  mysteries  of  the  title-deeds,  acquainted  him  with  the 
nffecting  account  Of  Agnes,  the  manner  in  which  he  discovered  that  De  Gemier  was  his  son* 
and  communicated  to  the  astonished  count  ever}*  little  circumstance  which  could  possibly  tend 
to  aneviate  his  anxiety. 

The  count  was  much  aflTected ;  indeed  the  whole  was  a'touching  and  sympathetic  scene. 

The  father  and  son  meeting  after  so  many  years'  ab8«nce,  the  mutual  explanation,  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Count  de  Ona,  who  Was  induced  to  vish  the  forest,  partly  fVom  the  same  reasons 
which  Instigated  him,  and  also  to  inquire  about  his  fate,  the  meeting  of  the  whole  in  the  fbrest, 
and  the  general  explanation  which  took  place  on  all  sides,  concluded  a  scene  the  most  Interest- 
ing and  pathetic. 

Each  was  busy  in  recounting  his  -respective  troubles,  calamities,  and  afflictions,  and  each 
was  anxious  to  testify  to  each  other  the  pleasure  which  the  joyful  and  unexpected  meeting 
afforded. 

But  no  more  to  dwell  on  the  dismals :  suffice  it  to  say  that  everything  was  explained,  and 
the  minds  of  all  remained  in  no  farther  mystery. 

We  must  now  inform  our  readers  that  Pierre  concluded  his  history  ;  and  in  order  to  prove 
to  the  party,  and  particularly  to  his  father,  that  he  had  not  broken  the  inviolable  reqnest,  he 
produced  the  testimony  of  the  marriage  between  Monsieur  I*Oiseau  and  the  count's  sister. 

This  instance  of  Pierre's  unbending  virtue,  and  inflexible  integrity,  produced  in  the  mirttfs 
of  all  the  most  unequivocal  sentiments  of  wonder  and  praise. 

He  informed  the  Count  de  Gros  that  he  bad  quitted  the  military  service,  which  had  occa- 
sioned him  much  sorrow  and  little  reward. 

During  the  time  of  his  visit  at  the  cottage,  his  leave  of  absence  was  pro  onged,  and  during 
the  prosecution  of  the  Marquis  de  St  PuflTct,  finding  that  his  aid  would  be  indispensable  to  the'' 
family,  he  quitted  the  army,  and  thus  had  on  ample  opportunity  of  completing  his  sanguine 
wishes. 

When  the  party  reached  the  cave,  the  hermit  gave  them  the  best  refreshment  his  humble 
dwelling  afforded. 

The  count  having  finished  his  repast,  he  informed  >Ionsicur  I'Oiseau  of  the  delicate  situa- 
tion in  which  his  son  was  jilaccd  with  regard  to  Leonora,  and  the  worthy  hermit  rejoiced  in 
the  anticipation  of  his  son's  unalloyed  bliss. 

Poor  I»eonora,  on  the  departure  of  her  father  and  brother,  passed  her  time  in  the  monoto- 
nous uniformity  of  anxiety  and  suspense  ;  she  longed  for  the  arrival  of  De  Gemier,  and  wished 
also  much  to  bo  acquainted  with  the  sad  history  of  the  unfortunate  Agnes. 

When  she  went  to  bed,  and  paced  to  and  fro  the  spacious,  silent,  and  lonely  ehamber,  her 
juvenile  imagination  was  chilled  with  superstitious  ideas,  and  her  emotions  being  such  which 
at  times  bordered  on  musing  melancholy,  she  desired  her  faithful  servant  to  come  and  dispel 
her  gloomy  despondency. 

The  holy  flame  of  love,  if  absent  fVom  its  tender  object,  Is  sure  to  invent  miseries,  to  feed 
ihc  hunger  of  dun  melancholy,  and  kill  the  agonizmg  monotony  of  time* 
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Thai  did  Leonora,  for,  whQe  Pierre  ww  away,  the  ww  oontinually  thinking  that  tone 
danger  had  befollen  him,  at  once  to  torture  her  peace  and  deaden  the  gloom  of  her  loKtade. 

Leaving  the  amiable  Leonora  to  the  melancholy  of  her  situation,  let  us  attend  to  our  caval« 
cade,  ¥rho  were  the  next  morning  all  mounted,  and  eager  to  pursue  their  way. 

Long  before  the  rays  of  the  morning  sun  had  gleamed  upon  the  cave  which  Ckoed  the  east 
they  commenced  the  toil  of  their  journey. 

Each  admired  the  romantic  beauty  of  the  forest,  and  even  the  hermit,  who  had  long  been 
immured  within  its  wilds,  discovered  new  beauties,  which  before  were  concealed  from  his  eyes. 

One  of  the  finest,  the  mildest,  and  the  most  balmv  mornings  of  September  graced  the  fiue 
of  nature  and  welcomed  their  journey. 

They  passed  through  some  of  the  most  delightful  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  party 
travelled  slowly  on,  as  the  hermit  stopped  to  acquaint  the  lady  abbess  with  his  increased  good 
fortune. 

He  found  her  forlorn  and  disconsolate,  and 


«<  la  aU  the  storm  of  grief;' 


•f 


mourning  the  untimely  end  of  the  unfortunate  Agnes,  and  also  pitying  the  sad  and  draaiy 
prospects  which  the  wretched  author  of  her  misery  would  have  of  eternity. 

He  comforted  her,  and  told  her  not  to  indulge  in  excessive  grief,  which,  however 
and  praiseworthy  it  might  be»  was,  if  carried  to  excess,  only  ultimately  productive  of  ii 
sorrow,  and  of  no  relief. 

She  now  reoovered  her  spirits,  and  was  rejoiced  to  hear  the  good  news  of  the  hermit. 

Monsieur  L'Oiseau  having  satisfied  his  curiosity,  wished  the  lady  abbeia  a  tender  adieOf 
and  rejoined  the  party. 

Henry  and  De  Gemier  were  the  precursors,  and  the  count  and  Monsieur  L'Oiseau  fol- 
lowed. They  were  now  just  at  the  edge  of  the  forest,  and  were  going  into  the  high  road 
which  led  to  Paris,  when,  to  their  inexpressible  astonishment,  a  carriage  stopped  before  them, 
and  a  gentleman  beckoned  to  the  party. 

It  was  Monsieur  Damn's  carriage,  and  he  was  on  his  way  to  fulfil  his  intended  visit  to  the 
filmily  mansion  of  the  Count  de  Gras ;  Clara  was  with  him,  but  his  wife  was  too  much  indis- 
posed to  venture  abroad. 

The  count  testified  considerable  joy  in  seeing  him,  and  Monsieur  Bam6  was  very  agreeably 
surprised  to  see  the  cavalcade  emerge  from  the  forest.  But  what  was  his  astonishment,  when, 
in  examining  the  spectators,  he  discovered  Monsieur  L'Oiseau  in  his  presence.  An  expla« 
nation  immediately  took  place,  and  the  palpable  mystery  was  elucidated. 

Monsieur  Barne  was  equally  glad  to  see  De  Gemier,  and  testified  the  sincerest  sentiments 
of  gladness  for  the  unexpected  bliss  of  the  united  families. 

Henry  made  his  respects  to  Clara,  who  looked  ever  and  anon  the  same. 

The  carriage  and  cavalcade  proceeded  in  full  triumph  to  the  venerable  mansion,  and  after 
two  days*  journey  they  came  in  sight  of  its  slender  watch-tower  and  grey  turrets. 

Leonora  saw  the  party  coming  up  the  avenue,  and  with  virtuous  affection  she  flew  to  the 
door,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  carriage  and  cavalcade  arrive.  Her  fiUber  having 
dismounted,  she  flew  to  his  embrace,  and  he  pressed  her  with  the  most  affectionate  aoUcitads 
to  his  bsoom. 

The  same  token  of  sensibility  was  marked  to  Henry  and  Pierre  by  Leonora. 

Sho  wished  to  know  who  the  strangers  were,  and  was  informed  that  they  were  Monsieur 
L*Oiseau  and  Monsieur  Bam£  and  his  family. 

She  was  much  affected  with  the  tender  recital  which  De  Gemier  gave  concerning  Agnes, 
•nd  shed  tears  of  sympathy  when  he  said  that  the  venerable  man  who  made  such  an  impreesion 
on  her  was  his  father. 

A  mutual  explanation  now  took  place,  and  Leonora  was  deeply  affected  with  tlie  wiiolc  of 
the  account. 

The  same  also  was  effected  between  Monsieur  L'Oiseau  and  Monsieur  Bami,  and  in  the 
midst  of  this  clearing  up  of  palpable  mysteries,  the  carriage  of  the  Counteas  de  Santi  drove 
up  the  avenve. 
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She  was  perfeetly  raoovered»  and  oame  to  ftilftl  her  duties  to  her  brother. 

She  wif  welcomed  hy  all  the  fanUly  with  the  ifaioereft  tokens  of  affeetion,  and  after  hating 
been  intfodueed  to  the  itrangen»  she  began  to  eeogratnlate  the  coani  on  hb  eitraordhiary 
good  lack,  as  she  hObmed  him  that  she  was  acqnainted  with'aU  his  vidsritodei,  but  exprewed 
her  astonishment  at  the  unexpected  intelligenoe  of  the  subject  of  the  UMeting  of  Monsieur 
L*Otse«u,  his  son,  and  the  Count  de  Gras. 

And  after  all  was  explained,  she  aakl— «*  Oh  happy  period !  at  length  the  sum  of  mystery 
is  oompleted,  and  all  Its  daiknem  efatddated,  which  onee  lecmed  to  power  otemalk  and  faa 
calamity  unbounded.** 

She  was  much  pleated  with  her  interriew  with*Monsieur  L*Oiieau,  and  had  a  nice  tMe-i- 
tMe  with  MoMieur  Bam^  and  Pierre  L'Oisean. 

She  told  them  that  she  was  affected  beyond  measure  at  the  horrid  death  of  the  Marquis  d^ 
St  Pufibt ;  and  added  that  she  felt  sincerely  for  the  fate  of  poor  Duddt,  and  was  glad  to  find 
thst  his  stem  decree  was  mitigated  into  perpetual  exile. 

Nor  wai  Henry  unconiclous  of  the  chaste  mildness  and  virtuous  simplicity  of  Clam 
Bam^ 

Her  amiable  qualities  warmed  his  soul,  and  he  felt  emotions  whkh  were  foreign  to  his 
breast. 

The  same  feelings  regulated  the  mind  of  Clara. 

The  passion  was  mutual,  and  sulBoe  it  to  say,  that  each  day  by  kindling  the  flame,  added 
fresh  fuel  to  it. 

lu  short,  Henry  was  so  pleased  with  her,  that  the  union  was  proposed,  and  accepted  with 
gladneu  by  all  parties. 

Monsieur  St  MervUle  just  arrired  in  time  to  lead  them  to  the  altar  of  Hymen. 

The  long  settled  marriage  between  Pierre  and  Leonora  was  now  fixed  to  take  place  on  the 

same  day. 

Ere  a  week  elapsed,  the  respective  unions  would  be  completed,  to  the  no  small  joy  of  the 
surrounding  party. 

The  seventeenth  having  now  arrived,  Henry  led  Clara  to  the  altar. 

It  is  needless  to  expatiate  on  their  happiness,  for  if  it  ever  existed  unalloyed,  it  certainly  did 
with  them. 

It  was  mutually  fixed  that  Henry  and  Clara  should  live  in  the  cottage ;  and  that  the  family 
mansion  should  be  entailed  on  Pierre, .as [a  reward  for  aH  his  feithful  and  meritorious 
exploits. 

Monsieur  L'Oiseau  was  to  live  with  the  Count  de  Gras,  and  Monsieur  Baxnk  still  to  retain 
the  cottage  in  the  south  of  FVance. 

The  passion  of  Lionel,  the  son  of  Monsieur  St  Merville,  yielded  to  the  force  of  time,  which, 
added  to  study,  completely  effaced  the  precepts  of  love  from  his  mind. 

With  Pierre  and  Leonora  we  now  conclude. 

The  long  wished  for  union  was  at  length  completed  by  the  worthy  Monsieur  St 
Merville. 

Their  former  lives  exhibited  scenes  of  vicissitudes  unparalleled  in  their  nature ;  but  the 
troubles  which  they  had  been  visited  with  were  small,  when  compared  with  the  extent  of  their 
present  bliss. 

To  dwell  ftirther  on  the  subject  is  useleip ;  they  received  the  unmixed  portion  of  happhiess 
which  their  virtues  amply  entitled  them  to  expect 

The  toil  is  at  length  completed :  virtue  is  rewarded,  vice  punished,  and  disaffection 
recouAed. 

The  gamester  has  met  with  his  hard  fete,  and  the  haughty,  imperious,  and  wicked  usurper 
of  nature's  rights,  unable  to  meet  the  frowns  of  anger  and  the  ends  of  justice,  has  rushed 
unsummoned  into  the  presence  of  God. 

In  the  Count  de  Gras  we  have  the  purest  example  of  christian  virtue.  Adversity  could  not 
disarm  his  fortitude,  prosperity  hitoxicate '  his  senses,  or  oppression  chill  the  warmth  of  his 
benevolence.  No  worldly  affairs,  no  prospects  of  gain,  how  fair,  how  flattering  soever,  could 
shake  the  firmness  of  his  hitegrity,  or  pal^  the  efforts  of  his  christian  piety.    In  shact^  thA. 
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aU-saeing  eye  of  Profkhoet  hu  favound  Ui  ferrent  wishes,  rewtrdtdUi  InflnMe*  Integrity, 
•ad  oromied  Ut  reiigiMtioD  wtth  tlie  tmile  of  picnty. 

The  filial  affeeUoa  awl  ganuine  tpirit  of  Hanry  are  rewarded'  fay-  tiia  haad  of-  tha  virtuooa 
and  aaiiable  Clara  Bam^,  whilift  the  magaaDiaMNia  Pfem  L'OiMan  haa  raisaivcd  tha  moat 
reAaed  bliat  from  the  haod  of  the  innatelf  gpood  Leanoca.  Her  aaiaUa  iayaananwiiw  and 
undisguised  openness,  and  his  expanded  mind,  liberal  aeatiaicnta,  and  haMuraUa  idaaa,  will 
adam  tba  sphere  of  sodety*  cheer  tha  drooping- spirits  of  anpitied  poivefty,  and  be  the  never- 
fatKng  ingrediaBts  of  that  para- and  uaniixed  happioeM  adiiob  anlk  marii  tha  teaaraf  thair 
fntore  lives. 

And  if  these  pages  tead  ia  enlighten  the  benighted  nind  of  dahidad  iriitae^  or  aappoK  the 
cause  of  morality,  the  author's  ambition  is  satisfied,  and  tha  abjaat  of  fab'  fcafala  eiartiaaa 
highly  gratified. 


THE  £ND. 


ANDREA   VIVANO; 


OR, 


THE     ITALIAN     POISONER 


"  Again  the  childless  fkther  pressed  his  hands  upon  his  eyes,  as  if  he  would  shut  out  for  ever  the  light  of 
heaven,  and  the  consciousness  of  existence.  Vivano  paused.  After  some  time.  Nature,  ever  true  to  herself 
permitted  the  paroxysm  of  grief  to  subside,  and  Husbom,  slowly  taking  his  rigid  fingers  from  his  templeSt 
turned  a  piteous  look  towards  his  companion,  which  seemed  to  intimate  that  he  was  prepared  to  hear  th« 
worst," 
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ANDREA    VIVANO; 


OR,  THE  ITALIAN  POISONER. 


**  AvDRXA  VivANo,  the  Italiaa  gentleman  who  lately  lived  with  Master  Huiborn  without  the 
town,  wat  yeiterday  moniing  found  dead  in  the  bed  which  the  gaoler  had  permitted  him  to 
occupy.  "  The  crowner'i  'quest"  hath  already  been  taken,  and  it  has  been  pronounced  that  tho 
deceased  had  swallowed  some  potent  drug,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  sleep  himself  to  death. 
There  is  a  strange  discourse  abroad  about  certain  horrible  crfanei  which  the  dead  man 
attempted,  if  he  did  not  in  truth  really  perpetrate ;  but  as  it  is  said  that  the  peace  and  repu- 
tation of  a  lady  will  be  greatly  affected  by  its  general  publication,  *  we  refrain  from  telling  oar 
readers  even  what  little  we  know  of  this  dark  business.'*— TFood^MKfa  Cbmty  Cir(mkkg 
Thursday,  Sept.  26, 1776. 


Mastbr  Jacob  HusBossf  lived  in  a  castellated  stone 'house  standing  between  Hastings  and  SOs- 
comb ;  a  small  place  in  which  some  medicinal  springs  had  been  discovered,  and  so  advertised  as 
to  draw  to  its  baths  and  villas  many  visitors.  He  was  proud  to  believe  that  his  dwelling  bad 
been  erected  by  one  of  his  own  ancestors  about  the  time  of  the  accession  of  Qocen  Elizabeth ; 
but  he  possessed  no  written  records  of  his  family  by  which  the  fact  could  be  placed  beyond 
controversy.  He  had,  however,  a  few  hundred  acres  of  the  good  land  of  Sussex,  which  had 
certainly  descended  to  him  in  direct  entail  from  his  great  grandfather ;  and  out  of  the  revenue 
which  they  produced  (be  farmed  them  not  himselO>  be  was  enabled  to  support  the  fitting 
establishment  of  an  English  country  gentleman,  who  aspired  to  nothing  more  than  lodgings 
deeding,  and  drinking  genteelly  and  sufficiently,  without  being  indebted  to  either  physical  or 
mental  exertion,  or  the  still  more  despised  operations  of  trade  and  barter.  Whenever  Master 
Husbom  was  obliged  to  deliver  his  opinion  on  matters  not  immediately  connected  with  the 
dining-room  or  the  stable,  he  betrayed  himself  as  cui  ultra  amongst  that  class  of  landholders 
who  took  their  tone  from  the  minister  and  court  of  the  day. 

The  household  of  Husbom  comprised  but  few  individuals ;  and  its  monotony  must  have 
been  unbearable  to  one  of  less  phlegmatic  temperament.  He  had  been  early  left  a  jolly,  teariess 
widower,  the  father  of  one  child,  who  alone  of  all  created  things  could  bring  warmth  and 
expression  to  his  voice,  brilliancy  to  his  eye,  or  emotion  to  his  heart  Moi^goret  Husbom  was 
some  years  past  the  season  of  absolute  youth,  but  she  was  constitutionally  the  true  offspring 
of  her  parent ;  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  seasons  of  infancy,  womanhood,  and  mature  age,  were 
to  pass  over  her  without  bringing  forth  those  fruits  of  feeling,  passion,  and  judgment,  which 
are  wont  to  distinguish  her  sex.  She  was,  indeed,  a  woman — full  of  the  virtues  and  full  of 
the  weaknesses  of  her  kind — loving,  credulous,  passive,  believing,  she  was  the  creature,  the 
aUve,  the  admirer  oC  all  beings  more  intellectual  than  herself,  with  whom  she  became  placed 
in  contact.  The  Italian  gentleman  lived  beneath  the  roof  of  the  father  and  daughter  thus 
described.  This  circumstance  is  easily  explained.  The  Cinque  Ports  about  the  middle  of 
the  last  century  were  the  favourite  resort  of  the  idle,  the  fashionable,  and  the  opulent,  who 
were  inatracted  by  their  physicians  to  seek  health  and  amusement  on  their  gay  shores. 
Amongst  such  visitors  to  Hastings  was  the  foreigner  whose  name  has  been  given ;  end  ni  it 
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ivif  not  then  accounted  dinrepntable,  even  among;st  people  of  independence,  to  receire  radi 
inmatet  within  their  dwellings,  Vivano  became  domiciled  with  Jacob  Huiborn  and  his  gentle 
daughter  Margaret  The  Italian  was  a  man,  of  singular  aspect  and  bearing,  though  it 
does  not  appear  that,  even  from  among  the  most  discerning  of  those  who  looked  upon  him, 
any  judgment  was  elidted  to  the  prajudioe  of  his  personal  and  inoral  character. 

Signior  Andrea  Vivano,  at  the  time  hinted  at,  was  probably  aboat  tke  age  of  thirty.  He 
had  lived  with  Master  Husbom  more  than  twelve  months— a  most  ynusual  circumstance,  con- 
sidering the  short  season-visits  which  people  were  in  the  tiabit  of  paying  to  the  coast ;  and  it 
was  remarked  that  he  had  much  improved  the  healthful  hue  of  his  complexion,  and  increased 
the  rotundity  and  apparent  strength  of  his  limbs,  since  he  first  made  his  appearance.  That 
which  was  most  remarkable  about  him  was  his  unvarying  sameness  of  manner.  Did  the  smi 
shine  merrily  in  the  skies,  and  all  animated  nature  in  some  manner  seem  to  rejoice  in  the  calm 
and  majestic  beauty  of  the  material  world,  Vivano  would  walk  abroad  in  his  usual  haif-qnist 
and  half-sullen  mood»  and  seem  as  if  he  feared  or  disdained  to  raise  his  eyes  to  the  glorioof 
douds  above. 

Months  pawed  away ;  and  it  began  t0  appear,  as  time  fled,  that  the  approneb  of  a  man 
Intimate  onion  was  abcntt  to.take  plane  in  ahe  litUe  circle.  Hndwm  bad  for  name  time  aoa 
that  Vivano  had  spent  much  of  his  time  with  his  daoghter  MargaraL  He  obMrved  fab 
«ODdnct  at  first  with  apathy  or  indifference ;  and  at  last,  so  much  had  his  friendship  incrwnsai, 
thai  he  sometimes  thought  of  jnaking  a  few  necessary  inquiries  into  his  family  and  fortune^ 
and  accepting  him  for  his  son-in-law  at  once.  He  was  the  more  induced  to  arrive  at  this  con- 
clusion, because,  dull-eyed  as  he  was,  he  could  not  but  observe  that  his  fair  daughter,  notfalqg 
ioaih,  accompanied  the  Itsdian  in  all  Ms  long  and  gloomy  walks,  and,  besides,  wasted  wllh 
him  many  hours  in  the  library, — an  apartment  in  his  house  into  which  no  intmalBn  ewer 
occurred.  This  equivocal  intimacy  continued  to  iaorease ;  not  that,  indeed,  Vivano  was  mom 
tender  than  a.%  first  in  his  attentions  to  Margaret,  but  every  one  could  see,  save  the  indolent 
ftther,  there  was  a  touching  submission  and  respect  in  the  conduct  of  the  lady  townrdt  ber 
lover,  which  declared  him  the  hml  of  her  heart  and  the  master  of  her  desUnies,  which  ifae  had 
not  betrayed  during  the  first  few  months  of  their  acquaintance. 

The  ihurfc  cloud  .which  had  long  been  rising  against  the  peace  of  Husbom  at  lengfli 
reached  its  height,  and  was  about  to  burst  on  his  devoted  head.  He,  too,  felt  the  oonrse  of 
fete  concerned  him,  though  he  luiew  not  how  or  wherefore— he  fluttered  and  trembled  as^  a 
bfard  does  when  the  heavy  air  H  burdened  with  the  coming  storm.  Every  night  he  pressed 
his  pillow  he  determined  that  the  ensuing  mom  should  be  dedicated  to  a  long  interview  with 
his  guest,  the  conclusion  of  which,  he  doubted  not,  would  be  the  recognition  of  one  of  seine 
fertune,  perhaps  of  rank,  as  the  husband  of  his  daughter.  Meanwhile,  Maigaret  partook  of 
the  change  which  seemed  to  pervade  all  the  family.  The  gay  and  almost  reckless  ab  with 
which  the  young  and  innocent  are  wont  to  enjoy  eilstence  had  fled,  and  gloom  and  impatienoe 
fat  on  her  once  calm  brow.  She  seemed  to  desire  to  be  alone  with  her  father;  yet,  when 
•he  appeared  the  most  so  detcrmnied,  Vivano  would  decline  his  usual  walk,  or  hour  of  study, 
and,  looking  at  her  full  in  the  face,  would  declare  that  he  could  not,  would  not,  lose  her  society. 
It  became  evident  that  the  manner  in  which  the  Indolent  English  gentleman,  his  simple 
daughter,  and  the  strange  Italian,  lived  together,  had  in  it  nothing  of  the  elements  of  duration^ 
and  strange  circumstances  presently  dissolved  it. 

A  court-martial  was  about  to  be  held  by  the  officers  stationed  with  their  troops  at  the 
castle  of  Hastings,  on  a  fellow  who  bad  committed  so  atrocious  a  crimc«  that  every  one  knew, 
though  nobody  of  course  spoke  about  it,  that  the  trial,  the  sentence,  and]  its  execution,  would 
succeed  each  other  between  sun  and  sun.  One  morning  Vivano  said,  indifferently  (It  was  his 
custom  to  attend  all  Judicial  proceedings  relathigto  criminal  affairs,  and  all  public  punishments 
and  executions  which  occurred  within  an  easy  range  of  his  residence),  that  he  should  visit  the 
castle.  "There,  of  course,  my  dear  Udy,*'  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  Margaret,  **ymi 
win  not  wander." 

Margaret  trembled,  and  was  the  colour  of  one  who  had  lain  a  day  In  the  tomb. 

^  Where  wHl  you  spend  the  day  ?*'  continued  Vivano,  in  the  same  careless  tone,  hot  with 
liif  sjngnlar  eyes  turned  broadly  on  the  lady's  face. 

" I'^I,**  Maid  Maiyaret,"  laying  her  hand  ovi  ^«  i^<vi)\^<a%  t&Vftx  tuaam^  whe«  nbaotl 
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HBeoBseUiQf  of  iMr  premice,  -had 'been nitiring wtth-tdsfttce  towsrdB'fhe'flre — ** I p!iipoie» 
as  the  day  is  dry  and  fine,  walking  hence  to  the  house  of  Madam  Dorothea ;  my  annt,  I  bear» 
h  unwell,  and — **  Margaret  again  turned  and  encountered  the  colodrtess  eyes  of  the  Italian— 
**  and,"  said  she,  in  a  firmer  tone,  **  with  yonr  goodinriU,  I  will  yisit  her  and  return  on  the 
morrow. 

**  Thy  will  and  mine,**  said  her  father,  with  more  sprightliness  than  was  usual,  "my  good 
wench,  are  one  ;  but,  prithee,  be  not  long  away.  And  you,  Signior  Vivano,  I  shall  look  for 
ere  nigbt-lall ;  you  know  how  tmr  d)ess*board  stands,  and  to-night  I  will  be  revebged." 

The  Italian  smiled  after  his  fashion ;  and,  shortly  afterwards,  Maigaret  having  twice 
kissed  her  father's  cheek,  a  token  of  affection  rarely  known  to  pass  hi  their  phlegmatic  family, 
each  went  forth,  apparently  to  fulfil  the  purpose  each  had  appirfnted. 

The  evening  came,  the  nm  hissed,  and  the  fire  hummed  cheerfhlly ;  the  chess-board,  on 
ivhich  a  game  half  played  was  exhibited,  seemed  to  occupy  the  entire  attention  of  Master 
Hosboni,  except  that  at  intervals  he  turned  somewhat  impatiently  towards  the  door.  "  Ay,** 
•aid  he,  mentally,  again  peering  towards  the  table,  '*thus  I  shall  circumvent  him,  and  prove 
my  skill.*'  But  Vivano  did  not  return,  and  the  disappointed  player,  after  eondudbig  the  game 
in  bis  own  mind  a  dozen  times  entirely  to  his  own  satisfaction,  with  a  dismal  air  ordered  his 
servant  to  light  him  to  bis  chamber,  and  particularly  desired,  that  when  the  Signior  came 
home,  he  should  be  told  that  master  had  gone  to  bed,  vexed  that  he  had  not  returned  in 
time  to  finish  the  game. 

Some  time  after  midnight  the  Italian  gentleman  did  return,  and,  with  his  usual  tadtumlty, 
nodding  good-night  to  the  servant,  after  he  had  received  his  message,  went  to  bed.  In  the 
morning  Husbom  looked  peevi^     Ylvaao,  who  had  risen  before  liim,  accosted  him  fhmkly.  % 

**  Well,  sir,**  said  he,  "the  foolish  wretch  was  siiot-^he  hoar  was  midnight  I  could  not 
forego  the  sight.  Yon  know  my  fbible ;  it  is  my  pliilosophy,  not  my  want  of  humanity,  which 
makes  me  eurious  to  contemplate  the  way  in  which  the  human  taper  is  extinguished.!  .  If  I 
had  returned  in  the  evening  I  should  liave  lost  the  pleasure — I  mean  the  interest — 1  take  in 
sedi  scenes,  and  I  slmuld  have  been  vexed  to  my  own  death  to  have  been  beatenin  the  matcJb»  ^ 
which  must  yet,  I  suppose,  be  played  out  between  us." 

<*  Wdl,"  reified  Husbom,  with  returning  good  humour,  ''the  nigiit  irpasaed,  and  the  present 
is  a  new  day;  our  Imnny  Margaret  wfll  return  anon,  and  we  shall  all  again  be  merry." 

Tlie  day  did  pass,  but  without  Its  anticipated  merriment— the  lady  returned  not ;  the  flM- 
lowing  night  was  passed  in  restlessness— the  next  day  came,  and  was  prolonged  in  its  length 
by  anxious  thoughts — ^the  succeeding  night  was  one  of  trembling  fear— the  third  day,  since 
the  departure  of  Margaret  on  her  little  journey,  lingered  in  its  course,  yet  she  returned  not 
to  her  home. 

**  Sb,**  said  Vivano  to  Husbom,  whoso  mind,  unused  to  any  occtnrrence  out  of  the  common 
course  of  an  English  Independent  lifb,  seemed  utterly  broken  by  the  loss  of  his  daughter-.- 
''.sir,  good  and  obliging  sir,  I  will  instantly  take  horse,  and  visit  the  lady  at  whose  house  your 
9  daughter  is  sojourning ;  doubtless  some  sudden  fUness,  perhaps,  after  all,  of  little  import,  Iws 
imprisoned  her  in  her  chamber.  Be  assured  of  her  good  presence,  or  at  least  of  happy  tlcUngs, 
ere  mght.* 

Husbom  sank  into  his  chair,  l>ewi]dered  in  doubt  and  fear,  and  Vivano  immediately  took 
his  leave.  The  fether  passed  another  day  of  undefined  anguish  ;  the  night  was  destined  to 
give  point  and  purpose  to  the  arrow  of  grief  whidi  was  about  to  cleave  his  heart  Long  after 
the  clouds  of  evening  had  (eMea  on  the  earth,  the  slow  approach  of  -a  horse  was  heard  at  the 
gate.  Husbom  hastened  to  the  portal  of  his  house  and  received  Vivano,  who  seemed  labouring 
with  some  great  sorrow  and  much  physical  exertion,  an  J  ready  to  sink  to  the  groimd.  For  a 
moment  he  looked  as  if  Im  had  forgotten  hb  own  wound,  and  was  conscious  only  of  the 
apparentiy  prostrate  situation  of  liis  friend.  He  led  bun  into  the  accustomed  parlour,  and 
jAadng  liim  on  a  diair,  sat  down  in  another  beside  liim,  nneonsciously  drawmg  a  third  i>efbre 
their  position.  The  histant  Aese  movements  were  completed,  Husbom  cast  his  eyes  on  ihe 
seat,  and  suddenly  perceiving  it  was  empty,  he  strack  his  open  liands  on  his  brow,  and  wept 
Hke  a  young  chfld.  Uncounted  groans  and  sighs  passed  « few  mfnutes,  and  Vivano  waited 
the  return  of  comparative  placidity  and  intellect  befbre  he  spoke.  The  old  roan — he  liad 
snrefa  advaiiuud  in  age  during  the  hst  five  days— drew  his  hands  fram.  ViAa  Virofiv,  "vb^  ^crioui^ 
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Ibem  mechanicany  witfi  hit  handkerdik^  turned  tovanb  hit  conptiiiaii  a  look  mhkh  aeedid 
not  the  interpretatUm  of  wordf. 

**  Sir,"  aaid  the  Italian,  recurring  to  hit  umal  cold  equanimity  of  manner,  ^  I  have  read 

in  some  books  of  my  native  land,  that  the  brave  Ei^lish  tremble,  like  cars,  on  the  first  approach 

of  danger  and  bereavement ;  bat  that  the  moment  the  demons  of  evil  and  grief  really  present 

themselves,  they  assame  the  conrage  and  constancy  of  their  boldcoontfy-doga»  and  perish  not 

.  but  in  the  warm  and  painless  hour  of  struggling  and  warfare." 

Husbom  replied  to  this  exordium  with  a  childish  look  of  inqniry.  Another  minnte  of 
silence  ensued,  when  the  speaker  continued : — 

"  Tour my  Margaret  has  not  visited  the  relation  she  spoke  of,  nor  haa  tho  lady  seen 

your  daughter  since  the  spring  of  the  last  year.** 

Again  the  childless  father  pressed  his  hands  upon  his  eyes,  as  be  would  shut  ont  finr  ever 
the  light  of  heaven,  and  the  consciousness  of  existence.  Vivano  paused.  After  aome  time, 
nature,  ever  true  to  herself,  permitted  the  paroxysm  of  grief  to  subside,  and  Husbom,  slowly 
taking  bis  rigid  fingers  from  his  temples,  turned  a  piteous  look  towards  his  companion,  which 
seemed  to  intimate  that  he  was  prepared  to  hear  the  worst    The  speaker  cootinued,.— 

"  Your  daughter,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  she  left  ns,  was  seen  walking  alone  near  the 
'White-horse  rock ;  a  few  hours  afterwards,  an  alarm  was  raised  along  the  coast  that  a  boat's 
crew  from  a  pirate  brig,  which  the  night  before  haid  run  into  one  of  the  neighbouring  cre^, 
had  conMuitted  many  acts  of  violence  and  plunder,  and  had  seized  an  unprotected  woman  as 
she  was  wandering  by  the  edge  of  the  waters."  Husbora  again  averted  his  face ;  but,  as  ho 
seemed  to  retain  a  consciousness  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  addressed  to  him,  Vivano  stea- 
dily continued : — "  Upon  bearing  this  rumour,  I  spurred  my  horse  to  the  beach,  and  after 
some  time  lost  in  tiresome  inquiry,  I  arrived  at  the  huts  of  a  few  fishermen,  by  whom,  as  it 
afterwards  appeared,  the  rumour  of  the  atrocious  acts  of  the  pirates  had  been  sent  abroad,  k 
signifies  not  to  mention  that  the  plunder  of  the  seamen  was  made  up  chiefly  of  the  coarse 
•  provisions  of  the  country  people ;  they  bore  with  them  a  woman  whom  they  had  seised  on  an 
unfrequented  strand.  Several  old  and  discreet  fishermen  told  mo  that,  when  the  alarm  was 
raised,  and  they  discovered  with  their  glasses  that  the  rovers  were  four  leagues  from  land, 
they  saw  distinctly,  standing  up  amidst  their  dark-blue  jackets,  the  figure  of  a  tall  lady  dressed 
in  flowing  white.  linquired  why  they  did  not  make  pursuit?  They  laughed  at  my  question. 
Her  topmost  bit  of  canvass,  said  one,  only  was  visible  when  the  first  officer  of  his  Miyesty's 
revenue  cutter  was  acquainted  with  the  outrage." 

Vivano  paused,  not  as  if  he  had  concluded  his  recital,  but  with  a  tone  which  indicated  an 
expectation  of  hearing  some  remark  made  on  that  which  he  had  already  detailed.  Not  a 
word  was  heard ;  he  gently  raised  the  candle,  and  looked  for  some  moments  intently  on  the 
face  of  Husbom ;  it  was  partly  hidden  from  view,  having  fallen  on  his  right  arm,  as  it  lay 
extended  on  the  back  rail  of  the  chair.  **  Malice  domestic  "  could  not  for  a  time  '*  touch  him 
farther.**  Ho  had  fallen  into  a  swoon,  and  was,  for  a  certain  period,  dead  to  the  pains  of  the 
present  hour,  and  to  all  the  hopes  of  the  fiiture.  Vivano  silently  returned  to  his  seat,  and  sat 
down  like  a  piece  of  art,  fashioned  in  imitation  of  humanity,  looking  like  warm  lifie,  but  being 
in  reality  without  breath  or  pulse.  This  statue-like  position  and  silence  were  maintained 
upwards  of  an  hour,  when  the  Italian  gentleman  rose  with  the  utterly  noiseless  manner  which 
distinguished  all  his  movements,  gave  another  look  at  the  unconscious  Husbom,  'and  gliding 
out  of  the  room,  passed  to  his  own  chamber. 

The  sixth  morning  after  the  abduction  of  his  daughter,  Husbom  met  again,  at  the  breakfast 
table,  his  fKend  and  companion.  A  strange  alteration  was  seen  in  his  appearance.  The 
hearty  rotundity  of  his  countenance  was  broken  up ;  his  fleshy  cheeks,  which  so  lately  bore 
the  shape  and  hue  of  vigour,  hung  in  sallow  folds  on  his  sunken  jaws ;  his  eyes,  which,  but  a 
few  days  before,  were  round  and  bright,  were  now  reduced  to  narrow  lines,  which,  obscured 
with  rheum  and  tears,  scarce  conld  take  in  the  glaring  light  of  day ;  and  his  manly  hands  pee- 
maturely  shook  with  the  weakness  of  confirmed  palsy  and  extreme  age. 

The  seventh  and  the  eighth  day  since  the  departure  of  Margaret  succeeded  each  other,  and 

it  became  evident,  in  this  brief  space  of  time,  that  the  amiable  and  plethoric  Hosbom  would 

not  suddenly  die  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  daughter.     He  seemed  to  bear  the  pressure  of  his 

9rpeM,  ai  does  the  tortoise  a  huge  iU>iie^\sced>aL^ii  his  enduring  back;  the  weight  which  was 
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iip<m  him  made  him  hreathe  hard,  aod  rcmaiu  on  the  spot  on  which  he  was  fixed,  yet  ha  did 
breathe  and  live.  Depri?ed  of  the  companionship  and  ministration  of  his  daughter,  Vivano 
became  more  necessary  to  him  than  ever.  He  now  seldom  spolie;  but,  when  he  did,  he 
called  him  his  son,  and  entreated  him  not  to  leave  him  alone  in  a  world  which  contained  for 
him  few  of  i^in,  friendship,  or  acquaintance.  "  \Vhen  I  die,**  said  the  old  man,  "  the  house 
and  lands  are  yours ;  abide  here,  and  wait  the  coming  of  my  child.*'  Another  of  those  oblivious 
Hts,  so  common  to  men  of  his  physical  nature,  succeeded,  and  Vivano  carried  him  to  his 
couch. 

Husbom's  remark  that  on  this  earth  he  should  sleep  little,  proved  no  chance  prophecy,  but 
the  emanation  of  some  inward  and  spiritual  knowledge.  On  the  night  of  the  ninth  day  of  his 
distress,  after  sitting  some  hours  listlessly  in  company  with  Vivano,  he  said,  **  My  son,  I  have 
thrice  watched  the  coming  and  going  of  the  moon,  and  the  nights  appear  to  me  to  be  treble 
their  usual  length.     I  cannot  sleep.** 

**  Sir,"  said  the  Italian  gentleman,  somewhat  carelessly,  '*  that  should  be  cured ;  madness 
or  death  must  assuredly  succeed  after  a  certain  number  of  watching  hours.  Here  now,"  said 
he,  producing  a  small  phial,  "  1  have  the  means  of  commanding  tranquil  sleep  and  happy 
dreams ;  it  is  a  medicine  discovered  by  a  monk  of  Rome.  Take  it ;  seek  to  slumber  without 
Its  aid ;  but  should  the  hour  of  midnight  again  strike  on  your  ear,  swallow  the  whole  contents, 
and  quickly  you  will  fall  asleep  in  the  pleasing  consciousness  of  the  coming  of  a  peaceful  and 
happy  mom." 

The  passive  patient  took  the  nostrum  from  the  hand  of  his  fiiend^  and  shortly  afterwards 
the  household  retired  to  rest. 

The  Italian  gentleman  rose  early  the  next  morning,  and  with  noiseless  tread  approached 
the  sick  man's  door.  He  listened  with  much  attention  for  some  minutes,  and  returned.  An 
hour  afterwards  he  glided  again  to  the  chamber;  all  was  yet  still.  He  then  dressed  himself; 
and  desiring  the  servant  not  to  awoken  his  master,  who  happily  was  in  a  deep  sleep,  departed 
for  a  walk,  which,  as  he  said,  would  occupy  several  hours. 

Vivano  had  scarcely  passed  beyond  call -from  the  house,  when  the  bell  of  Husbom*8  chamber 
was  rung  somewhat  violently.  The  servant  instantly  entered,  and  beheld  his  master  sitting 
upright  in  the  bed.    '*  Tell  Siguier  Vivano,**  said  he,  wildly,  «  I  would  speak  with  him." 

"  He  has  left  some  time,"  said  the  man,  "  on  his  morning's  walk,  and  I  know  not  which 
road  he  has  taken.'*   •    . 

'*  Was  this  done  kindly?"  rapidly  replied  the  master.  "Well,  go,  and  quickly,  to  Dr 
Mytton,  and  say  I  need  to  see  him  instantly.** 

The  message  was  a  joyful  one  to  a  faithful  servant  who  loved  his  master,  and  he  hastened 
to  deliver  it.  Hitherto  all  men  of  known  skill  and  advice  had  been  kept  from  his  presence  by 
the  interposition  of  Vivano,  who  denounced  the  healing  art  as  one  of  absolute  conjecture. 

After  a  very  short  lapse  of  time,  the  gold-headed  cane  of  the  physician  preceded  him  la 
his  progress  to  the  sick  chamber.  The  servant  had,  in  fact,  met  him  within  a  few  paces  of 
Husbom*s  house,  to  which  he  was,  as  he  told  him,  purposely  proceeding.  In  a  few  minutes 
he  was  standing  by  the  side  of  his  patient,  had  his  hand  on  his  pulse,  and  was  anxiously  tracing 
the  fearful  contortions  which  now  shook  his  frame.  He  saw,  in  a  moment,  temporary 
delirium  had  seized  on  his  friend,  and  that  the  present  was  no  moment  to  enter  on  business 
which  required  the  highest  exertions  of  sanity  and  self*pos8ession. 

"  By  what  fires  are  those  demons  burnt  who  steal  away  a  man's  heart  ?  See,  doctor,"  said 
the  bewildered  man,  tearing  open  his  vest,  *'  see,  they  have  stolen  mine ;  what  a  horrible  void 
is  here  1* 

**  Your  daughter,**  said  the  physician  mildly.  He  had,  with  learned  and  humane  skiH, 
touched  the  chord  which  vibrated  to  intelligence ;  *'  your  daughter,**  be  repeated  in  a  soothing 
tone.  The  wild  aspect  of  the  sick  man  fled  at  once ;  he  threw  himself  forward  on  the  bosonl 
of  the  doctor,  and  covered  him  with  his  tears.  Taking  instant  advantage  of  this  sudden  return 
of  sensibility,  Dr  Mytton  gently  chid  his  patient  for  his  irritability^  **  Do  you  know,*'  said  he, 
"  that  I  come  to  tell  you  some  chance  exists  of  recovering  your  lost  daughter  ?" 

Husbom  raised  bis  head  from  the  bosom  of  the  physician,  and  sprung  up  with  convulsive 
strength. 

Nay,  my  friend,**  he  continued,  "  I  did  not  sa^  tbft  baA^«QaT«^'««(«^.\\^^^«^^'v>^'^K^ 
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was  alive  and  in  safety  amongst  her  friends ;  but  be  patient,  bear  the  dlspcnsotknu  of  Heavmi 
and  cease  not  to  pray  that  they  may  fall  h'ghtly  on  you.** 

The  sovereignty  of  the  poor  father's  intellect  at  this  instant  appeared  perfectly  reitored 
He  placed  himself  in  a  quiet,  retired  posture  ;  and,  taking  the  hand  of  his  attendant,  nid  hi  a 
plaintive  but  composed  tone,  '*  I  linow  yoq,  Dr  Mytton ;  you  have  dealt  kindly  towardt  me, 
bat  it  avails  noL  I  know  what  I  have  lost.  I  need  now  no  opiate  for  the  mind,  no  adminii* 
tration  of  false  hope,  to  give  me  peace  and  resignation.  Ai  yoa  have  commanded  me,  I  bow 
to  the  will  of  Heaven." 

'*  Master  Husbom,*'  said  the  physidan,  still  more  depending  on  the  improved  maimer  of 
his  patient,  **  I  have  spoken  to  yoa  the  words  of  hope ;  and  when  did  Dr  Myttod"*— riling  s 
he  spoke  with  some  dignity — *'  when  did  Dr  Mytton  give  his  patient  hope  of  eseaipe  from 
sorrow  or  death,  that  he  had  to  thank  the  churchyard  stone  for  concealing  his  blsehood  or 
his  ignorance  ?** 

**  Never,  never  !*  siud  the  patienL  "  But  where,**  continued  he,  in  a  voice  which  increased 
every  moment  in  power  and  vivacity,  *'  where  is  my  Siguier  Andrea  Vivano  1  He  had  used  to 
watch  my  bedside,  though  he  never  spoke  to  me  such  words  of  good  cheer  as  I  have  heard  from 
you.**  The  physician  changed  countenance  when  he  heard  the  name  of  the  Italian ;  bat  Hos- 
born  did  not  notice  the  circumstance  and  proceeded.  "  He  will  be  angry  when  he  retoms  to 
find  that  I  have  taken  council  of  you ;  he  hath  heretofore  administered  to  me.  Here— «]|» 
here !  is  a  draught  which  I  should  have  taken  last  midnight,  had  not  the  watehing  of  three 
nights  foUoiK-iog  each  other  procured  me  sleep.** 

**  Let  me  see  it,"  said  the  physician,  in  a  quick  tremulous  tone,  seizing  at  the  same  time  a 
very  small  bottle  of  some  black  liquid,  which  lay  on  a  table  within  reach  of  the  bed.  WtthoQt 
laying  another  word,  the  doctor  opened  the  bottle,  and  tasted  the  contents.  With  a  convol- 
sive  effort  he  instantly  ejected  the  liquid ;  and  in  a  sort  of  constrained  eomposare  of  mannert 
put  the  phial  into  his  pocket.  **  Farewell,  my  friend,"  said  he  to  Husbom ;  *<  remember  that 
I,  Dr  Mytton,  have  given  you  hopes  of  soon  coming  health  and  peace.  I  shall  visit  yoo  agafat 
ere  the  day  be  out,  and  in  the  meantime  repose  in  quiet.  Follow  only  the  directionB  of  your 
faithful  servant,  whom  I  will  instruct  in  his  duty." 

The  physician  took  a  hasty  departure ;  and  at  the  door,  summoned  Felix,  the  honest  servant 
of  the  house.    "  When  does  the  Siguier  return?'*  quoth  he.    **  Perhaps,  sir,  in  two  hours.'' 

'^'Tis  well,"  he  replied;  *'bc  without  your  master's  door  while  ne  is  absent;  when  he 
returns,  on  your  life  remain  within  his  chamber,  and  see  that  the  patient  receive  naught  fit>m 
any  hands  but  mine.  Anon  I  shall  return." — "  Safe,"  said  Felix.  The  doctor  and  the  fellow 
seemed  to  understand  each  other ;  and  as  the  one  departed,  the  other  proceeded  directly  to  his 
master's  bed-room  door,  and  quietly  laid  himself  across  it. 

It  was  near  mid-day  when  the  Italian  gentleman  returned.     Upon  entering  the  hoase  he^ 
looked  quickly  round,  and  in  a  somewhat  hurried  tone  inquired  the  health  of  hb  host.    "  Some- 
what better,"  brie6y  replied  Felix ;  *'  he  sleeps  still,  and  must  not  be  disturbed.'*    Ylvano 
appeared  to  recoil  for  a  moment  upon  himself;  but,  suddenly  recovering,  he  waved  .his  faand 
In  token  of  his  approbation  of  the  intelligence,  and  walked  into  his  apartment. 

The  Italian  had  scarcely  seated  himself,  and  produced  from  his  pocket  a  parcel  of  papers, 
which  he  was  about  to  peruse,  when  a  peculiar  rap  at  the  door  called  Felix  from  his  post  to 
receive  the  physician.  **  Stout  Fein,"  said  the  doctor,  <*  I  will  now  take  charge  of  your; 
master :  stand  you  at  the  portal ;  let  none  now  within  go  home ;  but,  at  your  discretion^ 
admit  all  who  seek  to  enter."  The  doctor  walked  slowly  towards  the  room  occupied  by  the 
foreigner :  and  as  he  put  his  hand  on  the  lock,  turning  back  his  head,  he  saw  the  mayor  of  Has- 
tings, hii  jurats  and  attendants,  in  an  imposing'  but  quiet  array,  enter  the  house.  He  drew 
.  back  and  gave  them  precedence ;  and  in  a  moment  the  retired  parlour  of  Master  Hnsbom  was 
filled  with  important  personages,  and  became  the  scene  of  grave  business.  An  athletic  man, 
stepping  directly  up  to  the  Siguier,  inquired  if  his  name  was  not  Andrea  Vivano.  **  So  they 
call  me/*  said  the  Italian  with  hesitation.  **Then  here  I  arrest  thee,"  said  the  man,  puttliis 
his  heavy  hand  between  his  neck  and  shoulder;  "here  I  arrest  thee^  Andrea  Vivano,  for. 
sundry  capital  felonies." 

A  bum^jmDfict^tion  filled  the  apartment,  notwithstanding  it  was  occupied  nearly  altogether 
b"  "  '    the  mystery  of  the  W3o\e\»3i^eia.    TVv<^'^X;i2^sfikta:^^»%'fiA'^ft«WQlte^f 
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to  tba  — untpui  niBOMHit  with  whiflh  ha  bid  been  visitod,  tlw  mayor  ttoppod  (bnuid  ioto 
the  middle  of  the  apirtment,  and  spoke  as  follows:^*'  Signkur,  on  the  oaths  of  two  good  andii 
TOiiUblo  man  I  have  issued  my  wananti  charging  you  with  having  compassed  and  desigaed 
the  deaths  of  more  tban  one  of  his  nujesty'a  subjects.  We  are  instructed  that  one  of  your 
victims  now  lies  in  this  house  in  mortal  extremity ;  and  therefore  are  we  here  in  person  to 
take  from  him  his  last  evidence^  so  that  yonr  crimes,  if  they  be  proved  against  you,  escape  not 
punishment  in  this  world  by  the  untimely,  death  of  true  witnesees.** 

'*  May  it  please  your  worship,*'  said  Dr  My  tton,  stepping  forward  with  alacrity,  **  the  worthy 
Master  Huabom  is  not  ii»  fsinmit.  The  whole  oourso  of  examination,  which  will  doubtless 
end  in  the  committal  or  deUvenaee  of  that  man»  may,,  with  much  physical  benefit,  take  placa 
iaihii  presence ;  nay,  I  almost  predicate  that  the  excitement  d  Us  latent  fselings,  which  cer- 
taialy  wOl  be  exhibited  on  the  oocas^'n,  may  deteonine  him  at  onoe  towaidahealth  and  reason." 

"  As  you  advise,  worthy  doctor,"  said  the  mayor ;  "  such  a  course  wiU  at  kast  save  the 
time. and  trouble  of  further  examinatiena," 

Presently  the  whole  party  wero  in  the  spaoioua  chamber  ooeupied  by  Master  Husbom.  Ha 
Ml»  aftar  the  physician  had  whispered  something  eamesdy  in  his  ear,  with  much  placidity  and 
Bnlf  poisnssinn  in  an  easy  chair  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  room.  The  mayor  and  his  atten- 
dants were  soon  suitably  accommodated ;  and  the  prisoner  having  been  placed  between  the 
athletio  man  who  had  arrested  him  and  the  stout  Felix*  the  worthy  Dr  Mytton,  who  seemed  to 
take  upon  himself  the  office  of  public  prosecutor,  stepped  forth.  '*  Call/'  said  he,  with  tho 
voieo  of  one  expecting  to  be  obeyed,  "  Mistress  Colville."  An  attendant  went  to  the  door,  and 
ushered  m  a  matronly  woman,  of  suspicious  gentility  of  appearance.  *'  Look  round."  said  the 
phyefeian,  **  and  sec  if  you  behold  any  of  whom  it  becomes  you  on  your  oath  to  testify  tho  truth." 

The  woman  turned  round,  and  encountered  the  figure  of  the  Italian  gentleman,  as  he  stood 
with  folded  arms,  calmly  looking  towards  the  ceiling  of  the  room.  "  That  is  the  man  P  she 
at  once  exclaimed ;  "  1  know  him  by  his  whitely  ey'es.** 

**  Briefly,  but  truly,  declare  what  you  know  of  him/*  said  the  mayor. 

**  First  relieve  mc  of  that  weight  of  gold  1"  exclaimed  the  woman,  throwing  down  a  heavy 
|MirH  of  gttineaa;  " I  cannot.breathe  freely  while  it  liea  on  my  bosom." 

For  a  moment  the  witnees  breathedhard,  and  trembled ;  then,  clasping  her  hands,  and 
iypftap'*g  to  look  upward  with  joy  and  gratitude,  in  a  ffam  tone  she  spoke  as  follows : 

«<  On  the  night  of  the  7th  of  the  current  mouthy  that  gentleman,  whose  name  I  know  not, 
hot  who,  as  I  take  it,  is  a  fbreigner,  entered  my  obecure  lodgings  in  the  outskirts  of  the  neigb- 
hoaring  town  of  Winchelsea.  I  need  not  detaii  the  discourse  which  privately  engaged  us.  I 
ffooised  to  receive  at  his  hands,  at  a  certain  coming  time,  a  lady  whose  situation  required  a 
■iatnon*s  care,  and,  for  her  honour's  sake,  a  matron's  vigilance.  At  the  time  appointed  they 
tUMt  I  thought,  when  I  looked  on  the  yonng  stranger,  that  she  might  have  withheld  her  visit 
ftc  some  tfane  at  least ;  but  that  was  not  my  business.  He  had  great  ado  to  part  from  her  ^ 
sho  wept  much ;  and  I  heard  her  detain  bios,  almost  by  mere  force,  until  he  had  made  many 
fows^  Uie  purport  of  which  I  could  scarcely  collect.  At  length  he  came  down  stairs.  *  Here,' 
laid  hc^  giving  me  that  purse,  which  then  contained  five  more  pieces,  *  here  is  for  thy  charget; 
and,'  said  he,  whisperings  *  they  will  servo  thee  well  until  I  return  from  that  foreign  clime  to 
wUiA  Ihavo  privUy  told  thee  I  am  destined;  bat,'  added  he,  Mf— and  thou  knowett  the 
dianoea  of  the  time— neither  mother  or  child  should  remain  to  be  thy  burthen,  the  residue  of 
the  pnrsa  is  tUno.'  I  was  about  to  ask  some  explanation,  but  he  hastily  bade  me  be  silent 
and  discreet,  and  vanished.  The  next  day  I  looked  on  my  lodger ;  her  eyes  were  red  with 
weeping.  I  could  have  taken  my  sacramental  oath  she  had  been  my  own  poor  daughter,  who 
died  broken-hearted  about  fifteen  years  ago,  when  she  was  about  her  age.  From  that  mo* 
neeft  I  resolved  she  should  receive  from  my  hand  oil  the  care  and  service  of  a  nwther.  A  night 
er  two  afterwards  screams  of  anguish  issued  from  tho  lady's  room ;  I  rushed  from  my  door,  and 
anmmoned  a  worthy  man,  named  Master  Goumay,  who  lived  near  me.  He  waa  by  her  bedside 
inn  fisw  minutes ;  and  in  an  hour  afterwards  be  made  me  understand,  firightened  as  I  was,  that 
my  lodger  had  given  birth  to  ndeed  child  i  and  that  being  now  in  a  state  of  high  delirium,  my 
sole  businem  was  to  take  care  lest  in  a  moment  of  returning  strei^  she  oommitted  violence 


10  THB  ROMANCI8T  AND  NOTBUBTS  LIBRARY. 

^K^t^^^^     ^^  ,    • —  -»  • ^^nk^B^    A^K^^L^M  ^^^^^^  ^•-g-  ^^^XA^     mA  l^^k^^W 

tniBOfHt  WHO  HKI  D0BB  ■gDnif  WMIIUIJ  alBBII^  YBV  raCnaly  B  MQgUi 

tloa,  *«  Docs  rfM  live— ^odrfMBve?" 

ne  pbyrfdfli  wif«d  hit  had,  aad  in  a  ■OMenl  hit  dmghter  Ifaffwet 
Mbrehln.    'p--  j--^ -^ — ■ ^^^^^ »^^ ^  i^ ^ .-^  ^1,,^  ti|Minl|^ 

■tinifd  a  porple  eolonr*  hit  ejct  Rioted,  aad  he  fell  baek  od  hit  dMir.    Tht  yhytfaim  attd 
ICattcr  Ooana J  hatteoed  to  hloL    *<  TUt  I  fBared.*  «id  the  hltcr. 

«« If  ]roa bleed  Ua,"  oheenred the  Italu^  fir  the  flnC  tiM brcefclag  hit  peMcw  *ht  dfeg 
■pen  the  tpeC" 

The  neficil  men  exehaaged  a  brief  looker  faMredoiity;  aad  bttore  tea  eoald  ho  colidL 
they  had  ttraek  a  hneet  farto  hit  am,  aad  hit  blood  epoated  direell y  oa  the  jjilifM,  Ifat 
amy  mfamtot  elapted  befNa  the  bMHfoliaf  doelon  taeeeeded  la  leeloriag^  aet  oaly 
life,  bat  perfect  teatibmty  to  the  patieat  He  tpokoaot;  bat  he  laiied  hit  daaghtor, 
placed  her  by  Ut  tide. 

«« May  it  pleete  yonr  wonhlp  now,"  wtSA  Dr  Myttoa,  ^'■y  patieatii  ttrength  havtag;  o«N 
trary  to  my  antic^iatioa,  tbowa  Itoelf  aaeqaal  to  the  present  hearing  of  the  fall 
cftheseenes  of  gaOt  whereof  the  giaekmsconne  of  efeats  bat  glTcasM  the  kaowla^sc^ 
aytmetodepoietoeertalaparticnlan,  whldi,  doabclest,  wil!  determiae  yonr  wonUp  at  OBOSto 
Mdihii  sum  with  a  strong  hand  natfl  he  aUde  hit  trial.  Sitting  last  aight  akme  in  mystady, 
this  gentleman,  ftfr  Gonmay.  a  worthy  practitioner  of  Wiochelsea,  called  on  me.  He  told  aw 
that  he  had  been  suddenly  called  to  attend  an  nnknown  female,  whom  he  bad  delivered  from 
the  pengs  of  diUdbirth,  and  the  imminent  danger  of  madnem  or  death,  who  had,  by  the  advice 
of  her  lover,  swallowed  an  almost  oertafai  poison.  All,  he  said,  that  be  conld  elicit  from  the 
poor  patient  was,  that  ber  lover  bad  promiwd  to  be  ber  bnsbaod ;  that  be  had  convinced  her 
her  confinement  most  be  secret,  while  be  solemnly  guaranteed  to  give  full  satisfiiction  to  her 
friends ;  and  finally  that  the  last  promise  he  extorted  fhan  her  was,  that  at  the  moment  aha 
fUt  the  pangs  of  a  mother  come  upon  her,  she  should  swallow  the  contents  of  a  small  phial  (a 
portion  of  which  Mr  Ooumay  presented  me  with),  which  be  assured  her  would  oany  her 
through  her  hour  of  trial  without  pafai  or  oonsdousness. 

**  I  immediately  set  out  to  visit  the  young  female,  and  at  once  knew  her  to  be  the  daughter 
of  the  honest  Blaster  Hnsbom.  I  said  not  a  word  of  this  recognition,  but  went  home,  hi  the 
morning  early  I  took  my  way  to  thb  house,  pondering  in  my  mind  what  would  occur  in  my 
interview  with  its  master,  whose  loss,  and  consequent  Olness,  I  bad  been  made  acquainted 
with.  While  I  was  thus  filled  with  doubtful  anticipations,  walking  slowly,  I  was  sonraioned 
to  hasten  my  pace,  to  give  aid  in  a  case  of  imminent  danger.  I  found  this  suflerer,*'  pointing 
to  Husbom,  '*  bereft  of  reason.  By  moral  and  physical  means,  I  in  part  restored  him  to  the 
d^nity  of  his  nature.  He  confided  to  me  his  secret  sorrows ;  and  amongst  other  matters 
which  seemed  to  him  of  least  importance,  he  showed  me  this  small  phial,  the  oontento  of  which 
he  had  been  requested,  by  his  dear  acquaintance,  friend,  and  son-iu-law  that  should  have  been, 
Sgnior  Andrea  Vivano,  now  standing  there,  to  quaff  off^  at  midnight,  as  the  means  of  procuriuf 
the  blessing  of  sleep."  A  pause  ensued,  and  all  eyes  were  turned  towards  the  Italian  gentleman. 
The  physician  continued—**  The  phial  found  in  the  hand  of  the  young  lady  by  my  coUeagoe. 
and  that  delivered  to  me  by  Master  Husbom,  are  alike ;  and  the  contents  of  both  the  syrrup 
of  the  poppy  of  Natolia,  a  thrice  mortal  poison.  A  tithe  part  of  the  contenU  now  remaiidng 
swallowed  by  any  present  would  produce  instant  and  unresisted  death,  unless,  as  it  does  hap- 
pen with  the  human  economy  once  in  about  fifty  experiments,  a  retching  sicknem  should 
supervene,  and  the  drug  should  be  rejected." 

A  general  respiration  of  breath,  which  seemed  faidicatlve  alike  of  satisfaction  and  honart 
pervaded  the  whole  chamber.  Silence  ensued ;  and  the  mayor,  taking  up  a  pen,  vras  aboat  to 
s%n  a  paper,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  a  hollow  laugh,  which  proceeded  from  the  ItaKaa. 
'*  Well  !*'  he  exclaimed  with  affected  ease,  **to  wliat  purpose  is  this  mummery?  You  say  I 
administered  my  good  medidne  to  this  simple  man  and  hb  daughter  to  destroy,  and  not  to 
save  their  lives.  Be  it  so ;  the  bad  opinion  of  any  here  will  not  affect  the  peace  of  aa  ItaUaa. 
Behold,  they  are  aUve  1  I  have  committed  no  murder ;  set  me  firee  r 

M  Sjjgnlor,"  said  the  magistrato  with  extraordinary  gravity,  «<  yon  contemplatad  mardar. 
and  worked  warily  tor  2to  conmiima^^km*    lk»Aw  ant  the  laws  of  your  oountiy;  but  bsra 


